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What’s New? 

 Library of Congress Classification is known 

for its slow changes 

 JZ-KZ first proposed in 1991 now being 

implemented – replacing JX: International 

Law (1910) 

 Leave it up to libraries to change or not 



Library of Congress Vs. 

Dewey Decimal  

 Library of Congress 

Classification  

 Letters and numbers 

 Enumerative 

 Based on books in 

collection 

 Used by academic 

libraries 

 American centered 

 

 Dewey Decimal 

Classification 

 Numbers with decimal 

additions 

 Infinitely hierarchical  

 Universe of knowledge 

 Used by public and 

school libraries 

 Changes periodically 

 

 



Library of Congress Vs. 

Dewey Decimal  

 LC     Dewey 

 Letters and numbers 

 

 

QA   Class 

76   Class 

.H44   Book (sometimes Class) 

1977   Book 



Library of Congress Vs. 

Dewey Decimal  

 LC     Dewey 

 Enumerative 

 

You look up a number and use it.  You can add 

numbers from tables, but they are just short cuts.  

A number must exist to use it. 

Not much in common between subject areas. 

There are no mnemonic features. 

 



Library of Congress Vs. 

Dewey Decimal  

 LC     Dewey 

 Based on books in a collection 

 

The scheme was written to classify the books in the 

Library of Congress Collection. 

It is uneven in coverage. 

 

 



Library of Congress Vs. 

Dewey Decimal  

 LC     Dewey 

 Used by academic libraries 

 

Many academic libraries use LC.  The complete 

numbers with cutters are supplied by LC and 

other libraries on OCLC, etc. 

 



Library of Congress Vs. 

Dewey Decimal  

 LC     Dewey 

 American centered 

 

Based on the collection of LC.  There are two 

sections for American history E and F.  Only one 

for the rest of the world D. 

In religion and literature, more room is given to US, 

English subjects. 

 



Are Libraries switching from 

DDC to LCC?  

 2002 Southern Illinois University 

 2003 University of Washington Science 

 2004-2009 Duke University (2.3 million vols.) 

 2006 New York Public Library Reference Area 

 2007 Carnegie Mellon University 

 2009 University of Tasmania 

 2009 Purdue (new materials only) 

 2010 University of Illinois – Lang & Lit  

 



What they are saying:  

 Numbers are shorter and the label can be attached to 

the spine 

 LCC is more specific for obscure topics 

 Will allow Purdue Libraries to streamline workflow for 

quicker receipt, processing and shelving, which will free 

up staff… 

 According to a 2010 report, libraries reported that the 

switch resulted in faster and cheaper cataloging 

 Because of the way it is structured, LC more easily 

accommodates scientific and scholarly titles and is more 

flexible in the inclusion of new subjects 



How Does it Look?  

Purdue University Undergraduate Library 



History of Library of Congress 

Classification (LCC) 

 In 1815, Thomas Jefferson sold his 7,000 
volume collection to Congress for almost 
$25,000 dollars.  It came with its own 
classification system.   

 In 1897 the LC decided a new classification 
scheme was needed. 

 In 1899 Dr. Herbert Putnam and his Chief 
Cataloger, Charles Martel, outlined the new 
system.  Most volumes appeared between 
1899 and 1940. 

 



Basics of LCC 

 21 basic classes using 21 letters of the 

alphabet 

 Not used: IOWXY 

 41 volumes of schedules 

 Updated irregularly 

 More frequent now that they are all computer 

composed 

 



LCC Schedules old and new 



Interesting aspects 

 Each volume was written by a different group 

of individuals, now a team 

 Each volume has an index 

 There is no overall index 

 Basic notation is the same between 

schedules, but tables and other devices may 

vary (learning to use each subject takes time) 



Revisions   

 Buying Schedules from LC 

 41 volumes  =   $1,540 

 Annual # of volumes updated – 6 or more @ $50 

each 

  

 



Classification Web  

 Classification Web from LC 

 $325 one user 

 $525 1-4 users 



Outline of the Classes  



Notation  
 First Line 

 One to Three letters 

 K  KF  KFO 

 Second Line 

 Numbers 1-9999, may add decimals 

 K 1     KF 535   KFO 1271.5 

 Third Line – Cutter for book or additional 
subject    .U6    .O5   .C56 

 Fourth Line – Cutter, date or other 
information    A75  B65  2007  Vol. 1 



Examples  

 There are different ways to write the 
numbers 

 These are local decisions 

 

QA   QA372  QA372 

372   .R812   .R812B2 

.R812  1976   1986 

1976 

 

QA372.R812 1976 



General Organization 

LCC uses indentation to show relationships and hierarchy.  Sometimes 

the numbers do not show this. 



Similarities  

 Most Schedules have some similarities, 
called Martel’s seven points 

 General Form divisions (Periodicals, Directories, 
Congresses) 

 Theory. Philosophy 

 History Biography 

 Treatises. General works 

 Law. Regulation. State relations (replaced by K) 

 Study and teaching. Research. Textbooks 

 Subjects and subdivisions of subjects (A-Z) 





General Steps to Follow  

 Decide on a broad topic 

 Use the index 

 Find a number 

 Read the directions 

 Cutter the book 

 

Can be simple unless you need a table or other 

device 



LC Cutter Table  



Dates in call numbers  

 Dates are added to all call numbers (since 

1980’s) 

 Special dates uses: 

 Conferences 

 Official reports have date and a letter for each 

 1960b  1960c  1960d  1960e  1960f 

 More than one edition in one year 1900a 1900b 

 Facsimiles   1900a 

 Unknown date  1900z 



Tables  

 Tables can be the same between schedules 

or specifically for one schedule 

 Countries 

 States 

 Cities 

 Authors 

 Translations 





Using the Cutter table 

 Martel   .M37 

 

 Schultz   .S38 

 

 Even   .E94 



Cutters found for Brahms in M 

 .B813    .B62 

 .B73    .B78 

 .B8    .B83 

 .B63    .B81 

 .B7 

 .B72 

 .B82 

 .B838 



Practice Exercises 

  Use the Cutter Table 
 

1. Chris Stringer 

2.  Jacquelin Gorman 

3.  Joel Millman 

4.  Pauline Maier 

5.  Roger Lane 

6.  John R. Horner 

7.  Aaron Latham 

8.  Elain DePrince 

9.  Sylvia Morris 

10. Philip Van munching 



Answers  

1. Chris Stringer .S77 

2.  Jacquelin Gorman .G67 

3.  Joel Millman .M55 

4.  Pauline Maier .M35 

5.  Roger Lane .L36 

6.  John R. Horner .H67 

7.  Aaron Latham .L38 

8.  Elain DePrince .D47 

9.  Sylvia Morris .M67 

10. Philip Van munching .V36 



Literature  

 Authors with more than 1 number 

 Authors with one number 

 Authors with Cutter numbers 

 

 Note:  Literature is arranged by country and then 

time period.  Different types of literature file 

together, helping to keep authors’ works together. 





Translation cutter table 



Using the table 



The Answer 



The Answer  

 PS 3553 .L245 C53 1989 



Reserved Cutters  

 Cutters reserved for subjects, etc. in the 

schedules 
 History of agriculture in Colorado 

 SB85 .C6 

 



Countries with numbers/cutters 



X (What does it mean?) 



Biography examples 

E   King, Martin Luther 

185.97 

.K5 

 

.xA2  Collected works.  By date. 

 

E 

185.97 

.K5 

A2 

1967 

 

 



Successive cutters 



Hospitals in cities example 



Library of Congress shelf list 

 Kettering Medical Center uses the cutter 

 K47 

 K472 and K475 have a number for the author 



Numbers in parenthesis 

These indicate numbers not used or no longer used. 



ZA – a new subject area 



Resources  

 Library of Congress Classification 

 http://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/classification/ 

 Classification Web 

 http://classificationweb.net/ 

 Weekly Lists 

 http://classificationweb.net/approved/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/classification/
http://classificationweb.net/approved/
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