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President’s Message
Relationships Are Key

Upon graduation from law school, I clerked for
Judge Randy Parro, in the little town of Thibodaux,
located in Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. Judge Parro
was my first mentor, and he taught me more about
the practice and the legal process in one year than I
learned in three years of law school. That included
what his colleagues dubbed the “Parro Method”:
how to think analytically about a legal issue and
move seamlessly from broad general principles to
hone in on the narrow question at hand.
But Randy’s mentoring went
beyond the legal realm. On my
first day, he learned I was from New
York. He said “We can fix that.” So
he took me “down the Bayou” for
lunch. Bayous are sleepy sleeves of
water that crisscross the southern
Louisiana Cajun countryside. We
sat down at a restaurant table;
and the owner, who Randy knew,
greeted us. Randy told him: “Fix
this skinny Yankee boy a real Cajun
buffet of a meal.” So out came the
Crayfish Etouffee, Seafood Gumbo,
and nine raw oysters on a half shell,
even though the menu only listed six to a serving.
When I asked Randy why I got three extra oysters,
he responded, “That’s what we call lagniappe (lanyap) – a little something extra.”
There’s also lots of “lagniappe” being served
up by members of the Omaha Bar Association.
Immediate Past President Jennifer Petersen left a
solidly updated technological bar association base,
and continues to serve as a pro bono volunteer for
vulnerable citizens: The Association’s Executive
Council, committee chairs and members listed
below, also serve up a side dish of their time:
Douglas Law, Natasha Preston, Richard Lydick,
Richard McGowan, Jennifer Petersen, Patrick
Cooper, John Menicucci, Denise Hill, Anne Marie

O’Brien, Brandie Fowler, Aaron Weiner, Kenneth Hartman,
J. Scott Paul, Nickie Hanson, Ken Wentz, James Boesen,
Deana Walocha, Mike Nelson, Judge Michael Coffey,
Judge Lyle Strom, Sean Kelley, Patrick Turner, Robert
Mooney, Steve Bruckner, Stefanie Martinez, Steve
Achelpohl, Barry Grossman, Ann Borer and Dave Koukol.
But the backbone of the Omaha Bar Association consists
of Dave Sommers, Executive Director, and Donna Birkby,
who runs the Lawyer Referral Service. Both contribute
a smorgasbord of talent and passion for the good
of the Association. And, last but not least, to Lynda
Henningsen, Lorraine Boyd, and others
at The Daily Record, John Thomas and
his crew at Thomas and Thomas Court
Reporters, Sam DelSenno at D4, and all
the other sponsors of our events and
who all contribute to the Bar Association
in many, many ways.
When Craig Martin called me two years
ago and said, “Stu, I’ve called a lot of
people and asked if they would consider
serving as Bar President and they aren’t
available. Would you serve?” I slowly
said “Yes.” That was a good decision,
because I got to associate with and
be mentored by a lot of people who know what the
meaning of “lagniappe” is.
Are you willing to serve up a little “lagniappe” to the
Omaha Bar Association?

Stuart J. Dornan
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q Yes, I’m willing to mentor!

Mentoring Sign-Up

Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________________________________ 		
I’m willing to mentor:

q Attorneys q Law Students
q Both Attorneys & Law Students
q I’m willing to nominate a fellow attorney to be a mentor! ________________________________________
Please send this competed form to:
OBA, PO Box 11195, Omaha, NE 68111
or Fax to (402) 280-3608

or
Sign up online on the OBA website homepage.
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Executive Director’s Column
The OBA puts on a wide variety of events over the
course of the year, but my favorite has always been Law
Day. It stands as a celebration of the rule of law in our
society, it recognizes those who have done countless
good works, and it brings into our community young
students eager to follow our lead into the profession.
The event highlights the best of what we do and who
we are. It inspires, gives thanks, and addresses difficult
issues related to justice, all in one lunch event.
Recognizing the people and organizations that have
served the public and the profession above and beyond
is incredibly important. Lifetime Achievement Award
recipient Woody Bradford, and Public Service Award
recipients Legal Aid of Nebraska and the Women’s
Center for Advancement have worked tirelessly for
the betterment of the community and the people in it.
They deserve to be thanked, and I’m so pleased that we
are able to give them that recognition.
The work the Law Day Committee does in getting
lawyers into the classrooms, and conversely getting
students into the courtroom is also impressive. Over
the years, tens of thousands of local students have
heard attorneys speak about justice and the rule of
law as part of our Lawyers In the Classroom initiative.
Judge Lyle Strom and Jean Roeder have hosted scores
of grade schoolers for a mock trial in Judge Strom’s
courtroom, and the children seem to always leave with

a smile on their face, with at least one student stating
loudly and proudly that they “want to be a lawyer”
when they grow up.
The contests for posters
and essays on the Law Day
topics are also important
connections with students.
I remember competing in
my own city-wide poster
contest in Minot, ND when
I was their age, and how
engaged I became in the
Dave Sommers
subject as a result. It does
matter, what we do with this event with the school
children. Connecting with the youth is an enduring
tradition and cornerstone of Law Day, inspiring the
next generation of advocates.
All that we do for Law Day would not be possible
without the leadership of co-chairs Doug Law and
John Menicucci, and the many members of the
committee, including many non-lawyers. Thank you
for all you do.
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ON THE MOVE

Parsonage Vandenack Williams welcomes Eric Tiritilli to
the firm; Ellick Jones announces the addition of Lauren
Nowak to the firm as a new associate; Baird Holm
welcomes Amy Lawrenson to its Real Estate section;
Husch Blackwell announces Jason Maus as a new
associate; Marks Clare welcomes Raymond Aranza,
Kristina Murphree, Ari Riekes and Kelli Watson to the
firm.

MILESTONES

Congratulations to Tom Malicki, Gary Gotsdiner,
Tom Kelley and Rob Likes for earning the Chartered
Advisor in Philanthropy designation, bestowed by the
Omaha Community Foundation. Congratulations to
Woody Bradford on his selection for the OBA Lifetime
Achievement Award; Congratulations to Legal Aid of
Nebraska for their selection as recipient of the 2014 OBA
Robert M. Spire Public Service Award; and Congratulations
to the Women’s Center for Advancement and staff
attorney Scott Hahn for being named the 2014 OBA
Public Service Award winner. Paul Elofson has been
named shareholder at Fitzgerald Schorr; Nicole Jikel,
David Mayer and Stephanie Mattoon were all named
among the Ten Outstanding Young Omahans named by
the Omaha Jaycees for 2014.

Forensic Accounting Investigations
Cody F. Carse, CPA

ATTENTION ATTORNEYS:

Be proactive - get your clients help
before they see the judge!

National Safety Council, Nebraska programs are used by the
Douglas County Court and approved by the state of Nebraska
Probation Department for diversion and probation.
PROBATION OPPORTUNITIES
DUI First Offender Program (English & Spanish)
10 hours, two 3 1/2 hour sessions 6pm-9:30pm
and one 3 hour session 6pm-9pm..............................Tuition: $169
Includes Victim Impact Panel.

DIVERSION OPPORTUNITIES
Alcohol Education/Minor in Possession (English & Spanish)
8 hours, one session, 8am-5pm ...................................Tuition: $79

Adult Anger Management
9 hours, three sessions, 6pm-9pm ..............................Tuition: $119
Spanish Adult Anger Management (call for details)
9 hours, three sessions, 6pm-9pm ...............................Tuition: $79

37 Years of Public & Private Accounting Experience

www.CodyFCarseCPA.com
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68132

Our Priority.

Juvenile/Teen Anger Management

Certified Fraud Examiner
Certified in Financial Forensics

1304 N 56th STREET

Your Safety.

402-201-6427
ccarse@CodyFCarseCPA.com

Appropriate Decision Making for Adults
8 hours, one session, 8am-5pm ...................................Tuition: $99
Spanish Decision Making for Adults (call for details)

Appropriate Decision Making for Teens
8 hours, one session 8am-4pm
or two sessions 6pm-10pm ..........................................Tuition: $79

TRAFFIC TICKET DISMISSAL PROGRAMS
4-Hour Defensive Driving (STOP)
8-Hour Defensive Driving (STAR/ADD)

Asset discovery / recovery
Contract disputes
Criminal defense
Professional malpractice and negligence
Purchase or sale of a business
Suspected theft by employees or others
Expert witness and consultant

11620 M Circle, Omaha, NE 68137
402-898-7361 • Fax 402-896-6331

There is never a charge for initial consultations.

We appreciate your Membership!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

www.SafeNebraska.org
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OBA Public Service Awards
The Omaha Bar Association congratulates Legal Aid of Nebraska and the
Women’s Center for Advancement on being chosen as the 2014 recipients of the
OBA Public Service Awards. Legal Aid of
Nebraska is being awarded the Robert M.
Spire Award, given out to an attorney or
attorney organization, and the Women’s
Center for Advancement is being awarded
the non-attorney organization award.
The OBA Public Service Awards have
been given out on an annual basis at Law
Day since 1983. The criteria under which
the award recipients are chosen are:
(1) The public’s knowledge of the law
or the legal system has been enhanced in
some significant way by the recipient’s
efforts;
(2) The recipient has focused on providing service to the community for purposes other than pecuniary profits; and
(3) The recipient has demonstrated long
term commitment to the enhancement of
the public’s knowledge of the law.

Legal Aid of Nebraska

Celebrating its 50th years of service this past year, Legal Aid of Nebraska continues
to provide free legal representation to individuals who cannot afford an attorney otherwise as the only non-profit law firm in the entire state. Never content to rest on its
laurels, Legal Aid has been very active in the last year in many different areas.
Recently relocating across the street from its old office
space, Legal Aid has expanded its Omaha office size, adding
room for new initiatives, including a pro bono partnership
with area attorneys looking to take on cases after the intake
is done by Legal Aid. Also ramped up over the past year has
been the Medical/Legal partnership with area hospitals, in
which Legal Aid is actually placing attorneys within the hospitals, to deal with the needs
of patients and their families during the difficult times of severe medical treatment.
Executive Director Dave Pantos points to this initiative as a rapidly growing and significant part of Legal Aid’s work.
Mr. Pantos stated that the attorneys and support staff at Legal Aid were delighted
to learn the organization would be receiving the OBA Robert M. Spire Public Service
Award, and said that it reinforces the hard work they do to provide access to legal services to all people in Nebraska, regardless of means. The award itself, being named after
such a luminary and important person in the history of Legal Aid of Nebraska in particular, is especially meaningful.
When asked about the importance of public service in the legal profession, Mr.
Pantos emphasized the powerful role attorneys can serve in society, and in the course of
a person’s life. “We can make a difference [for them], in a positive way, if we choose to.”

Women’s Center for Advancement

Receiving the non-attorney OBA Public Service Award for
2014 is the Women’s Center for Advancement (WCA). Awarded
using the same criteria as those for the attorney-award, the organizations and individuals receiving this award have dedicated
themselves to the betterment of our community in a role that is intertwined with the legal system. This strong connection exists for
the WCA, whose mission is to serve victims of domestic violence
and sexual assault. It should be noted also that the WCA employs
attorney Scott Hahn full time to represent clients in legal matters free of charge. Mr. Hahn has been with the WCA since 2008,
when the providing
of legal services to
clients first began.
The WCA takes
a holistic approach
to serving its clients,
understanding that those who come through their doors may
have nowhere else to turn for assistance.
Likewise, someone who is coming in with the purpose of getting shoes for a job interview may in fact need help in dealing
with a domestic violence situation.
Sometimes it isn’t apparent on the surface how much help is
needed. Other times, it is too apparent how much help is needed.
Between its crisis hotline, programs, shelter, and school-based
initiatives, the WCA serves over 20,000 community residents
each year.

One growing area of practice for the WCA is its immigration
caseload. Amy Richardson, President and CEO of WCA, notes
that the paralegal providing services through the program currently has a caseload of up to 50 clients at one time.
Breaking the cycle of violence for an abused person who
has an immigration issue can be much more difficult, says Ms.
Richardson, far surpassing the estimated seven times a victim
in a standard abusive relationship returns to the abuser before
seeking assistance and lasting separation from the situation.
When asked what the legal community can do to support
mission and work of the WCA, Ms. Richardson’s response was
twofold: First, support is always appreciated, whether in the form
of a monetary contribution, or in the contribution of one’s time
to be a part of their programs. Richardson noted that Immediate
Past-President of the OBA, Jennifer Petersen, recently started
a monthly pro-bono clinic to assist with the caseload of Scott
Hahn in simple domestic matters, and that help staffing that
clinic is helpful. Second, Richardson stressed that all attorneys
should be willing to give the contact information to the WCA to
any possible domestic violence or sexual assault victims. Even if
the attorney isn’t sure, it’s better to give the referral than to possibly send them back into a dangerous situation.
On receiving the award, Richardson added, “We are all so
thrilled to be receiving this award. We appreciate the recognition for the work we are doing in the community.”
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A GREAT BIG THANK YOU
TO THESE GENEROUS SPONSORS:

The OBA’s mentoring efforts are beginning to pay off. More
than a dozen pairs of mentors/mentees met at a “happy
hour” at Creighton’s Law School in April.

Medical Legal Dinner Sponsor:
Abrahams Kaslow & Cassman LLP
March Pub Quiz Sponsor:
D4 eDiscovery
April Ethics Seminar Sponsors:
D4 eDiscovery and
Thomas & Thomas Court Reporters
YLD Baseball Game Sponsors:
Fraser Stryker,
Lamson Dugan & Murray, and
Hauptman O’Brien Wolf & Lathrop
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OBA Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient
D.C. “Woody” Bradford
The Omaha Bar Association is pleased to announce
that Woody Bradford has been chosen to receive the
OBA’s Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2014 Law
Day Lunch. This award is the most prestigious honor
given by the OBA, with less than 10 people receiving
the award to date.
A large majority of the Omaha
Bar Association knows Woody
well, as he has been a fixture in
the Omaha legal community
for the 40 plus years. As a past
OBA President and a past
Nebraska State Bar Association
President, Woody has served
his profession at the highest
levels, and tirelessly worked
for improvements to access to legal services in the
community, and for the betterment of the profession.
He continues to be active in both associations, and
in Inns of Court, where he coordinates a mentorship
initiative he began two years ago. When describing
Woody, the terms “boundless energy” and “optimist”
come to mind as apt descriptors.
The OBA determined Woody was most deserving
of the award after taking into account the award’s 4
criteria: (1) Exemplary service to the profession, (2)
Support and service to the Omaha Bar Association, (3)
Innovative contributions to improving justice, and (4)
Longstanding commitment to mentoring in the law.
When asked what he’s most proud of over his years of
practice and association work, Woody responded with
a story:
“When I was President of the Nebraska State Bar,
Legal Aid was defunded and there was no one
to pick up the pieces of the organization. So the
chair of Legal Aid Corporation came and met with
me, and said that he wanted the Bar Association to
reorganize Legal Aid in Nebraska. And we did. I
had a lot of help from the people who were at Legal
Aid who were willing to take a risk, and from the
leadership in the bar associations in Lincoln and in
Omaha. It took a while, but out of that also came
the Volunteers Lawyers Project program, I’m proud

to say. That story really gets to the heart of what
I’m most proud of: That when called upon, the
response of lawyers that I come in contact with
and deal with, have stepped up in helping with
things that have benefitted the bar, benefited the
practice, and benefited access to justice for those
who are less fortunate in society.”
Woody is also bullish on the practice of law in Omaha.
“The practice of law itself is very good, and gets
better every day. We are more sensitive to issues of
gender, race, and those that are out of the system,
and access issues. In Omaha in particular, we are
blessed with a good judiciary, a good relationship
between the lawyers and the judiciary; we are nicer
to each other and talk to each other better, we
respect each other better, and it makes it easier to
get things done and allows for happier clients.”
Nevertheless, change in the profession colors Woody’s
outlook on the future:
“The practice [of law] has changed dramatically
as well. It’s no longer the practice I started in.
We have the issue of law schools with dropping
enrollments due to a lack of jobs (real or perceived)
out there. That has been happening for some time.
A law degree is a great thing to have, even though
you may never practice law, because you are able
to think systematically and deal with a lot of the
issues that are out there.
The practice is being invaded by niche marketing,
and non-lawyers on the edge of the practice,
taking work away from lawyers. There isn’t much
general litigation left in the practice, as was the
case previously. I think this move to specialization
may push people to use bar associations as a way to
continue to be social within the profession, because
they aren’t finding it in their day-to-day practice as
widely.”
Most important to Woody has and continues to be
serving the public. He continues to generate ideas on
how best lawyers as a profession can serve the public at
large:
“We, as lawyers, all of us, owe some time and
commitment to serving the public. If you are a
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young person, I recommend getting
involved in your local and state
bar associations, and serving on a
committee. I also believe that every
lawyer should take one pro bono
case per year. Even the corporate
counsel attorneys. They will feel
good about it, trust me. If you tell
the judge that you are in there pro
bono, the courts will be more happy
that you are in the courtroom
than if the person was proceeding
pro se, and they will welcome the
attorneys, and will make sure they
understand the process on what
they need to do on the case. As
good as the forms and Self Help
desks are, the people aren’t always
that good at following it through
on their own, and that’s where pro
bono help is important. I think
if we each took one case per year,
we’d go a long way in solving a
great deal of the problems in this
community.”
Woody also boasts one of, if not the
continuously active involvements with
the Omaha Bar Association’s Lawyer
Referral Service. When asked what
he thinks of the program, he chimed,
“It’s a great service, and I recommend
all new attorneys sign up with Donna
[Birkby] to be a part of it. “
The OBA is proud to award its
Lifetime Achievement Award to
Woody Bradford. His dedication to
the profession, association, public, and
access to justice is beyond the call of
duty, and serves as an inspiration for
those who follow his lead.

This appeared in a 1992 edition of the OBA Newsletter, when
Woody Bradford was president of the Omaha Bar Association.
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Eighth Circuit Judicial
Conference
August 8-10, 2014,
Omaha, NE.

With special guest
Justice Samuel A. Alito, Jr.
Register today at
https://www.ce8.uscourts.gov

Pay Event Fees Online
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Nebraska Paralegal Association News
By Amber Roberts, ACP

Every year NePA sponsors the
Law Day Poster Contest. This year
the committee members (Nicole Day,
Michelle Dirks, and Tom Tilden)
worked hard to assure that Omaha area
th
5 graders had the opportunity to put
their creative skills to work to come up

with some award winning posters. This
year’s theme: “American Democracy
and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote
Matters” generated some outstanding
entries.
The committee met in early winter
to organize the contest. Each member
contacted several Omaha area schools

Above, first place winner Jordyn Pratt-Laue’s
poster.

Left, second place winner
Macy Byars’s poster.

Right, third place winner
Olivia Brandts’s poster.

and school districts, and followed up
with detailed information about this
year’s theme. By mid-March the entries
started coming in, and the committee
organized the judging. A total of 123
entries were received.
The lawyers from West Corpost
nd
rd
ration selected 1 , 2 , and 3 place
winners. Decisions were made based
on how well the posters followed the
theme, creativity, and neatness. This
year’s submissions were very good and
the judges had to make some difficult
decisions.
All winners ended up being
from Pine Creek Elementary School
st
in Bennington. The 1 place winner
nd
is Jordyn Pratt-Laue. 2 place went
rd
to Macy Byars and 3 place to Olivia
Brandts.
The committee arranged to reserve
th
a billboard at 76 and Dodge with
Lamar Outdoor Advertising to display
st
the 1 place poster. All winners will
receive cash awards, with the addition
of a one-year family membership to the
Durham Museum for Jordyn for taking
st
1 place. The three winners and their
families and teachers will attend the
th
annual Law Day Luncheon on May 9 .
The committee will prepare award
certificates to be presented to each
student along with the cash awards.
There will also be a large display poster
of the three winning posters at the
entrance to the Law Day Luncheon for
all to see as they arrive on that day.
In other NePA news, we have a
District I Luncheon scheduled for May
th
28 and our Relay for Life Bake Sale is on
th
May 30 at the City/County Building,
Room 702. Bring your appetites to
help this important cause! NePA’s also
holding a Leadership Development
Course entitled “Get R.E.A.L. with
st
NePA” on May 31 at College of Saint
Mary in Omaha. You can get more
information on both of these events at
nebraskaparalegal.org.
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Dennis Carlson, J. Scott Paul and OBA President Stu Dornan relax after the successful seminar.

Omaha Bar Association &
Creighton University School of Law
Greg O’Meara, S.J. (above)
Dennis Carlson, Counsel for Discipline
of the Nebraska Supreme Court (below)

8th Annual Seminar on Ethics
& Professionalism

Ethics and Professionalism – the
topics of the 8th annual joint OBA
and Creighton University School of
Law seminar – are serious subjects,
but there’s no law against injecting
a little levity into the afternoon’s
proceedings, Law Professor Greg
O’Meara, S.J. would agree.

A record crowd of 512 attended the
event at Creighton in April.
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Medical Legal Dinner

OBA President Stu Dornan addresses the importance of seeing how legal education
can be improved through an understanding of what the medical profession has done.
More than 130 doctors, lawyers and guests attended the event, which is held annually.
The get-together allows the two professions, whose work sometimes overlaps, to become better acquainted.

Speaker Rowen Zetterman, M.D., addressed the joint
meeting of the Omaha Bar Association and Metro Omaha Medical Society (MOMS) in March.
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Field Day

is Almost Here
And with it come opportunities to win more
fabulous prizes, like the custom golf bag
CU Law Professor Terry Anderson
won last year
on his first try at the game of skill requiring
him to hit the ball through a target on the
course.
See, anybody can win!
Make your reservations now by
contacting: Dave Sommers
omahabarassociation@creighton.edu
Phone: 402-280-3607
Registration is now open online.

By Bob Cannella
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OBA Field Day 2014
Champions Run

Monday, June 2

Golf/Tennis/Trap Shooting/Bridge
AM and PM Golf Flights
Golf space limited, RSVP your foursome ASAP
Reception and Dinner following the day’s activities
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Civil Jury Verdicts
Editor’s Note: Every effort is made to ensure accuracy. However, if you note an error in your case, please notify the OBA office.

DOUGLAS COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
Jury Verdict
November 2013
Compiled by Michael D. Havlik

November 2013 [Part 2]
CI 11-3756:

Bates v. First National Bank of Omaha, et al.

Judge:				
Plaintiff’s Attorneys:		
Defendants’ Attorneys:		
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
Case Type:			
Verdicts:			
				

Peter C. Bataillon
Robert A. Mooney
Susan J. Spahn [First National Bank, Co-Trustee]
Joseph C. Byam [Co-Trustees Hart & Rodis]
John R. Douglas [Univ. of Nebraska at Omaha]
Darren R. Carlson [Scottish Rite Foundation of Nebraska]
[Scottish Rite Foundation of Omaha]
[Hattie B. Munroe Foundation]
Erin E. Busch [Nebr. Childrens’ Home Society]
Thomas M. Houston [Women’s Center for Advancement/YWCA]
Trust Documents’ Validity; Will Contest
(1) For Proponents [testamentary capacity]
(2) For Contestant [undue influence]

Remarks:			
In Third Amended Complaint, Plaintiff (P), daughter of Virginia Ruth Pettengill (VRP),
deceased, challenged validity of VRP’s 2000 Charitable Trust Agreement & its ten subsequent amendments, as well as
validity of several earlier trust agreements [1992; 1996; 1997]. P alleged that, due to severe & persistent mental illness
which significantly impaired & adversely affected VRP’s judgment, she lacked testamentary capacity to execute these
documents. P further alleged that VRP’s 2000 Charitable Trust Agreement and its amendments were invalid due to
undue influence exercised upon her by one of individual co-trustees in favor of specific beneficiary.
Individual co-trustees denied that VRP had been subjected to undue influence, & they claimed that several of P’s claims
were barred by applicable statute of limitations. Corporate co-trustee (1) denied that VRP lacked testamentary capacity,
(2) denied that VRP had been subjected to undue influence, and (3) asserted that several of P’s claims were barred by
applicable statute of limitations. Several beneficiaries asserted (1) that VRP possessed testamentary capacity to execute
Charitable Trust’s tenth amendment & each preceding document and/or (2) that VRP had not been subjected to undue
influence.
Several other beneficiaries asserted that VRP did have testamentary capacity to execute 1992 & 1996 trust agreements
but that, due to mental illness, she did not have testamentary capacity to execute any of subsequent documents. In
Counterclaim/Cross Claim, these beneficiaries alleged that VRP lacked testamentary capacity to execute 2000 Charitable
Trust Agreement & its subsequent amendments.

If you are aware of anyone within the Nebraska legal community (lawyers, law office
personnel, judges, courthouse employees or law students) who suffers a sudden,
catastrophic loss due to an unexpected event, illness or injury, the NSBA’s SOLACE
Program can likely assist that person in some meaningful way.
			

Contact Mike Kinney at mkinney@ctagd.com
and/or Liz Neeley at lneeley@nebar.com.
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Volunteer Lawyers Project’s Fundraiser Attracts a Host of Omaha Bar Members

Nebraska State Bar Association’s 2014 Barristers’ Ball Brings Out the Glam
There were many
familiar faces, such
as Eric Pearson,
CU School of Law
Associate Dean;
Legal Aid of Omaha
Director Dave
Pantos; Creighton
Legal Clinic Director
Catherine Mahern;
Attorneys Rich
Hitz, David Cripe,
Terry Ferguson and
Wayne Mark.
Below, NSBA President Mike Fenner of
Omaha celebrated
his birthday on
stage with the Ball’s
co-chairs, Tim and
Melany O’Brien.
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Omaha Legal Professionals Association (OLPA)
By Valentina Saavedra, President
Greetings everyone! I am honored and excited to have
recently been installed this year’s OLPA president at
our Annual Awards Banquet, Installation of Officers and
Boss Appreciation event. Adam White of Catholic Health
Initiatives did a wonderful job as the Master of Ceremonies
and installed the following officers:
• Valentina Saavedra, President
• Dave Raddatz, Vice President
• Lori Brown, Secretary
• Pat Neu, Treasurer
• Kathy Bass, Chapter Representative
Kristine Flott, Legal Assistant to Kyle Wallor of Lamson,
Dugan & Murray LLP was honored as the Legal Professional
of the Year and Thomas J. Culhane of Erickson Sederstrom
received this year’s Boss of the Year distinction upon the
recommendation of OLPA member Deb Hubbs. The Oscar
Award, which is earned by a member for outstanding
loyalty, service and attendance, went to Laura Olson, CP, of
McGill Law, PC, LLO.
Additionally, Grant Purcell, a current junior at the University
of Nebraska at Omaha was awarded the $1,000 scholarship.
He is currently pursuing a degree in Criminology and
Criminal Justice with a minor in Psychology. The $500
scholarship courtesy of Dennis Thomte of Thomte Patent
Law Office, LLC, was awarded to Skutt Catholic High
School student Rachel Zwiener. Ms Zweiner plans to attend
Creighton and pursue her Juris Doctorate. Congratulations
to all of this year’s winners.
OLPA itself received an exciting honor at our awards
banquet as well when our association was presented with
the “Thanks A Million” plaque by Tina Moulten of the Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Omaha for reaching our first
one million in pop tab submissions for the charity. As many
people are aware, the Ronald McDonald House provides
a safe place for the families of children who are admitted
to local hospitals to stay while they are here in Omaha, in
addition to many other wonderful services. They use the
pop tabs collected to pay for their utility bills. A special
thanks is owed to our out-going president Bonnie Kudron
for taking the lead on this community service project and
helping us reach such a great goal. However, it is not over.
We will continue to collect the pop tabs and have already
collected more than 71,000. Thanks to all of the members

who so diligently helped us earn such an honor.
th
Nebraska Legal Professionals Association’s 17 Annual
Convention and Seminar was held in Lincoln at the
Country Inn & Suites this year and featured speakers on
the topics of titles, legal advocacy and collections. Sheila
Cain of Professional Choice Recovery, Inc., Becky Gould of
Nebraska Appleseed and Julie Gilburd of Nebraska Title
Company were this year’s speakers.
th
At this year’s Law Day event on May 9 , OLPA members
Carol Sperry and Jean Roeder were proud to announce
the Law Day Essay Contest winners. Patrick Hickey of St.
st
Cecilia’s School took home the 1 place prize. Taryn Smith
nd
from Millard Central Middle School was named the 2
place winner and Natalie Harsh from Mary Our Queen
th
School came in 3rd place. The contest is open to 8 grade
students annually.

This is the beginning of OLPA’s year and a great time
to become involved. I would just like to encourage
everyone to attend a meeting and learn more about the
association. OLPA is a professional organization open
to all persons employed in, and/or interested in, work
of a legal nature. Numerous opportunities are available
in the areas of networking, professional development,
education and leadership. It is always wise to invest in
your career and the careers of your support staff through
continuing education opportunities. Visit us on the web at
omahalegalprofessionals.com or “like” us on Facebook.

OLPA’s Boss
of the Year
Tom Culhane
of Erickson
Sederstrom

More information about OLPA membership, meetings,
activities, etc. is available at
www.omahalegalprofessionals.com
and on OLPA’s Facebook page, Omaha Legal
Professionals. Come join us!
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LAW DAY WINNING ESSAYS
FIRST PLACE

Why Every Vote Matters

By Patrick Hickey , St.Cecilia’s School
As the U.S. presidential election nears, many television and radio commercials urge the public to vote for certain candidates. Many
people believe that their vote is so insignificant that it doesn’t matter whether they vote or not. However, this is not true. This is a right
that many people did not officially have until 1965. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 permitted any U.S. citizen to vote, no matter what
race or color. This act enforced the 15th Amendment.
Today many U.S. citizens practice their right to vote. A majority of these voters are women. In the election of 2012, 55% of women
voted for President Obama and only 44% of women voted for Mitt Romney. This significant difference may have been one of the key
factors in President Obama’s reelection. In the Presidential election of 2012, exit polls reveal that 71 % of Hispanics voted for President
Obama, and a whopping 93% of African Americans voted for him as well. These high percentages of minorities were a key factor in
President Obama’s reelection.
By observing and analyzing these facts, you can conclude that every vote matters. Remember, this is your right; many people
of all races did not have this right for many years. You are also helping our nation make its most important decisions that could just
change the history of the United States of America forever.

Works Cited
“Newsroom’’ Blacks Voted at a Higher Rate than Whites in 2012 Election – A First, Census Bureau Reports. United States Census Bureau, 08 May 2013.
Web. 23 Mar. 2014.
Walsh, Ken. US News & World Report. Minorities, Youth, and Women to Obama: You Owe Us.
U.S.News & World Report, n.d. Web. 23 Mar. 2014.

SECOND PLACE

Why Every Vote Matters

By Taryn Smith
Whether they were won through trial, protest or war, it took our ancestors’ determination and perseverance to earn the liberties
that every person deserves. However, one of the rights that \vas fought for the hardest is not being exercised by all who can. This right
is voting.
Voting is the foundation of democracy in America. When America was a brand new country only white males could vote. This
problem took a civil war and a great deal of protests to be resolved. Giving this treasured right to every individual has been an issue
for a long time. At last during the twentieth century American citizens of all ethnicities and genders have the right to vote, which has
been a huge revolution for our country.
Every vote isn’t just a vote, it is a chance to voice our opinions about changes that need to be made and things that need to be done
to improve our country. When election time comes many people find themselves thinking, what difference will my one vote make?
Voting is our chance to make an impact on our community. Our government makes a lot of decisions that affect our lives every day;
voting is how we communicate what needs to be done!

American Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote Matters

THIRD PLACE

By Natalie Harsh, Grade Mary Our Queen School
Although it may not seem like your vote specifically matters, every vote makes a difference. Our ancestors fought to make it that
way. Before the 1960’s, there were restrictions on who could vote. People who were of a different race, color, or sex could not vote in
the United States. Later the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts were passed attempting to root out discrimination. When the Civil
Rights Act was passed, it granted citizenship to “all persons born or naturalized in the United States.” They gained the freedom of
speech, assembly, the right to vote, equality in public places, and freedom from slavery. This act forbids denying any person’s “life,
liberty, or property.” Before the Voting Rights Act was passed many black southerners went on peaceful marches and protests to end
this discrimination. They risked harassment, economic reprisals, and even physical violence when they tried registering to vote. The
state troopers and local police officers blocked these peaceful protesters from continuing on their march by using tear gas, and even
physically beating them. By now the nation was watching. Lyndon Johnson was president at the time, passing the Civil Rights and
Voting Rights act was his top priority.
He gave a televised speech and later passed the Civil Rights Act in 1965. Today, all around the world there are people who are still
fighting for their freedom and the freedom of voting. Americans have the right to vote and every vote matters. We should never take
that for granted.
Works Cited page:
“The Civil Rights Act of 1964.” The Civil Rights Act of1964. United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary, n.d. Web. 23 Feb. 2014.
“Voting Rights Act of 1965.” Voting Rights Act of 1965. Congress of Racial Equality, n.d. Web. 27 Feb. 2014.
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“

I highly recommend joining the Omaha Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service
to any and all attorneys in Omaha. It’s a great service, and is well worth the cost.

”

– OBA Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient Woody Bradford

Lawyer Referral Service
The OBA Lawyer Referral Service
is now accepting applications from
ALL Omaha-area attorneys into its
service.
The rate for OBA members will continue to be $50 for the first year, and
$125 each year following.
The rate to be a part of the service
for non-OBA Members is $195 per
year.

NATIONAL EXPERIENCE – HOMETOWN TOUCH

Mock Trials and Focus Groups
Witness Preparation
Jury Selection
Settlement Strategy
Visual Presentation
Contact Omaha trial consultant Karen Lisko, Ph.D.,
at 402.933.6298 or klisko@persuasionstrategies.com
to learn more about how we can support your next case.

Feel free to pass the message along to
your non-OBA member colleagues.
For more information and an
application form, visit
http://www.omahabarassociation.
com/AttyLRS
A Service of Holland & Hart LLP

persuasionstrategies.com

MEDIATIONS

Historic Inns of Court

2012 Best Lawyers ©
Mediator of the Year

David M. Woodke
Woodke & Gibbons, PC, LLO
619 N. 90th St. Omaha, NE 68114
402-391-6000
dwoodke@woglaw.com

· Nebraska Association of Trial Attorneys
· Nebraska Mediation Association
· Nebraska Bar Association
· Iowa Bar Association
· Omaha Bar Association
· Pottawattamie (Iowa) Bar Association
· Fellow, International Society of Barristers 2000-2012
· Nebraska Association of Defense Attorneys
· AV Rating by Martindale Hubbel

Visit WoodkeGibbons.com and click on mediation ser vices.
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OBA Puts on a Mock Trial as Part of Law Day Activities

Sean Conway, with his client Humpty Dumpty, pauses for a photo with Judge Lyle E. Strom, and the Defendant
Sherman King and his counsel Joe Bradley.

Sean Conway makes King out to be a villain while Judge Strom
keeps the peace.

Joe Bradley knows Eggs-actly what to say during closing statements.

What happens in the jury box doesn’t stay in the jury
box: The 4th-grade jurors find in favor of the defendant,
assigning blame equally for Humpty’s fall. Ann Miller,
chair of the Mock Trial, facilitates the conversation.

22

Pub Quiz II

A team of Creighton law students won the quiz…other than that, the lawyers had a great time.

Lawyers
in the Classroom
Dan Fischer of Koley Jessen visited
Grace Abbott Elementary School,
Millard Public Schools, as part of the
Omaha Bar Association’s “Lawyers in
the Classroom” Law Day activity.
Four classes of 4th graders gathered
in the school library to learn all
about the law. Fischer knows how
to get the students involved, creating trial situations where the kids
are the plaintiffs and defendants
and their legal counsels. Attention
throughout the 2-hour session was
100 percent.
Both the students and Dan get an A+
for the day!
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Callling All Creative People…

Fancy yourself a
writer?
Why not put
your talents to
good use and
volunteer to
serve on the
OBA’s
Publication
Committee.
Only four
meetings a year,
and your have
your pick of
assignments.
And you get a
free lunch at a
nice restaurant
at each meeting.

OBA Members
The OBA Lawyer Referral Service is seeking
additional attorneys in the following practice areas:
Federal Worker’s Compensation
Federal and General Employment Law
School Law
Municipal Law
Administrative Law
Foreclosure

Call Dave at 402-280-3607 today! Since
this publication just came out (May 2014)
you won’t even have your first meeting for
several weeks. Call it your civic duty!

Please call Donna at (402)280-3606
for more details.

THE TEAM OMAHA TRUSTS
You want the best for your clients. So do we.
We’ll work with you to provide exceptional trust and
wealth management services, backed by experience
unmatched in the Omaha area. When choosing the
right people to provide trust and estate services and
solutions with care and expertise, we’re here to help.

John Atkins

J.D., CTFA
VP & Sr. Trust Officer

John Borghoff

J.D., LL.M.
VP & Sr. Trust Officer

Susan Rosburg

J.D.
VP & Sr. Trust Officer

Steve Kryger

J.D.
VP &Trust Officer

Leslie Gibbens
CCTS
VP & Trust
Services Advisor

Doug Koenig

CTFA
VP & Trust
Services Advisor

Investment Products: Not FDIC Insured · No Bank Guarantee · May Lose Value
Member FDIC

177th & West Center | ubtrust.com | 402.827.6987
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6 Wednesday

		

11 Thursday

		

Law Day
Metro Omaha Bench Bar Conference
(All Day)
Law Day Luncheon
(11:45 AM - 1 PM)
Doubletree Hotel
YLD Baseball Game Watch 		
(rescheduled)
T.D. Ameritrade
Pre-Game 5:30 PM at Blatt Beer
& Table; 7 PM First Pitch
OBA Field Day
Champions Run
YLD Pub Quiz w/Young Docs
Location: TBA
5:30 - 8:00pm
8th Circuit Judicial Conference
August 6 through 8
44th Annual Fall Kickoff BBQ
5:30 - 8 PM

Please check the calendar on the OBA’s Website for more details on upcoming
scheduled events.
omahabarassociation.com

