

[Insert Date], 2026
The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: AB 1703 (Hart) – REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE
Dear Governor Newsom,
As a proud Californian osteopathic [insert: physician, resident, or medical student], I am writing to respectfully request your signature on Assembly Bill 1703 (Hart). This critical patient-protection legislation will preserve the integrity of osteopathic medicine in California and ensure the safety of those seeking care.
AB 1703 addresses a growing concern: unlicensed individuals in California diagnosing and treating medical or physical conditions through Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment (OMT). Many of these individuals use misleading titles such as “osteopath” or unregulated abbreviations like “D.O.(it)” or “D.O.M.P.,” causing patients to believe they have received physician-level osteopathic medical training. Unfortunately, these individuals operate without government approval, oversight, or regulation, placing patient health at significant risk.
This bill establishes a clear distinction between OMT provided by licensed physicians practicing osteopathic medicine and services offered by individuals without equivalent education, training, licensure, or regulatory accountability. AB 1703’s overwhelming bipartisan support, passing the Senate 39-0 and the Assembly 73-0, demonstrates the Legislature’s recognition of the urgent need to protect patients and ensure transparency in healthcare.
AB 1703 is a testament to what the osteopathic community can achieve when we come together to protect our profession and prioritize patient safety. Signing this bill into law is a crucial step in preventing misinformation and safeguarding the high standard of care Californians deserve.
Thank you for considering this important legislation. I respectfully urge you to sign AB 1703 into law and help uphold the safety, trust, and integrity of healthcare in California.
Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Credentials, if applicable]
[City, State]
