
A “Degree” of Separation: 
Gift Planning Credentials
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Harry Helbock MBA Assistant Director of Gift Planning Operations, 
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Signe Lindberg 
Shafer CFRE, MA Senior Associate Director of Gift Planning, 

Northeastern University

Aaron McGarry CAP, AEP, 
RICP, MPA Director of Planned Giving, Simmons University

Yvette M. Story JD Senior Associate Director, Estates, Legacy, and 
Compliance, Northeastern University

Betsy Townsend MBA, CAP Director of Gift Planning, Mass Audubon



Degree AKA Approximate Time to 
Complete Initial Cost Continuing Ed

Accredited Estate 
Planner AEP 2 graduate courses OR 

15+ years experience $$ 30 hours/2 years

Certified Fund Raising
Executive CFRE 1 year $$ 45 points/3 years

Chartered Advisor in 
Philanthropy CAP 3 years+ $$$ 30 hours/2 years

Retirement Income 
Certified Professional RICP 6-12 months 

(+3 years experience) $$$ 30 hours/2 years

Master of Arts 
(Nonprofit 

Management)
MA 12-24 months $$$$$ none

Masters of Business 
Administration MBA 2-4 years $$$$$ none

Juris Doctor JD 3-4 years $$$$$$$ state-dependent
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