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PSI Happenings
'Sew' Much Better Than Landfilling: Product Stewardship for Textiles | A New
PSI Webinar This Monday!
Textiles are one of the fastest growing waste streams in the
world. On average, Americans throw away 70 pounds of clothing
per year, adding 3.8 billion pounds to our waste stream. But
fabrics are some of the most reusable and highly recyclable
materials around. Used textiles create markets for a number of
products and services, including second-hand retail; high
quality paper; seat stuffing and upholstery; and insulation and
building materials.
In this webinar, representatives from Goodwill Industries International, Secondary Materials and Recycled
Textiles Association (SMART), and Bon-Ton Stores, Inc. will provide an overview of the textile recycling
marketplace and industry, explore the current state of municipal textile recycling in the U.S., and discuss how
the apparel industry could help more fabric get recycled.
Click here to register and learn more.

New Communications Tool Helps Halt the Flood of Junk Mail

Continuing our ongoing efforts to reduce paper waste at the
source, PSI has produced a new infographic to raise awareness of
the environmental and financial costs of junk mail. The second in
our two-part infographic series on reducing paper waste (see our
first infographic on reducing paper waste associated with phone
books), this latest poster presents some eye-opening statistics:
85 billion pieces of marketing mail are sent in the U.S. every
year
That's 4.65 million tons, made from 111 million trees
Only about a third of it gets recycled
Along with showing the scope of the problem, PSI also provides information on how consumers can opt out
of unwanted offers in the mail. You can find, comment on, and share these infographics on PSI's Facebook
and LinkedIn pages. In fact, we encourage you to do so!

SPC Conference: PSI Talks Legislation, Producer Responsibility
PSI took another step toward advancing the concept
and practice of producer responsibility for packaging
by speaking at the Sustainable Packaging Coalition
Conference in Seattle last month. Chief Executive
Officer Scott Cassel addressed major brand owners,
government officials, and other stakeholders on EPR
as a potential solution to packaging waste. He also
discussed EPR's role within the context of other,
complementary packaging waste reduction
strategies, such as:
Pay-as-you-throw (PAYT) programs
Mandatory recycling laws
Say Cheese! Scott Cassel with Nina Goodrich, Executive Director Landfill bans for recyclable materials
of GreenBlue, organizer of the annual Sustainable Packaging
"Bottle bill" programs
Coalition Conference

Scott's presentation is available online here.

While in Seattle, Scott also visited Chief Sealth International
High School during its "World Water Week" event. He and the
students enjoyed a lively give-and-take about marine pollution
and the potential for citizen solutions to globe-spanning
environmental problems.

PSI Adds New Talent to the Team!
The ongoing success of PSI is built on the skills and dedication of our remarkable team. To help us develop
our research and facilitation strategies, and to support outreach to the varied stakeholders in the product
stewardship space, we're delighted to welcome Suna Bayrakal and Alan Petrillo to the PSI staff. Click their
photos read more about them on our website.

Alan Petrillo

Suna Bayrakal

New PSI, PAC NEXT Report Identifies Emerging Global EPR Best Practices for
Packaging
A new study of 11 international extended producer responsibility (EPR)
programs for packaging has identified attributes of high-performing EPR
programs , shedding light on ways to both optimize and harmonize
solutions for managing packaging waste.
The report-a culmination of two years of research led by PSI in association
with the PAC NEXT Policy Best Practices that Support Harmonization
Committee-can help industry and government work together to find ways
to reduce cost and regulatory complexity in existing EPR programs, and
could serve as a guide for potential EPR programs in the U.S.
"The EPR program summaries provided in this report offer a wealth of data for government agencies and
industry groups around the world to evaluate, and we look forward to using this information as a springboard
for critical stakeholder dialogues," said Scott Cassel, chief executive officer of PSI. "These programs are
extremely instructive to those of us in the U.S. seeking ways to significantly boost recycling rates."
To read the full report, click here.

PSI to host national carpet dialogue to address major issues
Momentum for creating and implementing carpet stewardship
programs has strengthened in recent months, prompting PSI and the
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (CT
DEEP) to host a strategic dialogue meeting at DEEP headquarters on
May 14-15 on how to overcome challenges with the current carpet
recycling system. These include:

High costs for municipalities
Low profits for recyclers
The industry's switch from nylon to less-valuable polyester carpet
Lack of end-markets
Meeting participants, including carpet manufacturers, recyclers, retailers, installers, government officials,
and environmental representatives, will discuss model producer responsibility legislation and other
potential solutions. Presenters include CT DEEP Commissioner Robert Klee and Deputy Commissioner Macky
McLeary, with PSI's Scott Cassel facilitating the discussion.
Click here to register. You may participate in person directly at CT DEEP headquarters or remotely via live web
streaming. Remote participation details will be available upon registration.

Save The Dates! Informational Paint Stewardship Conference Calls to Address
"Newbies" and Advanced Practitioners
Are you new to paint product stewardship and would like to learn more from national thought leaders on the
topic? Or are you a veteran of the paint stewardship movement who would like to dive in and discuss
program implementation, regulation, and other issues? Or perhaps you're just interested in seeing what the
paint stewardship movement has in store for the future?
Mark your calendar and get ready to join PSI, the
American Coatings Association, and PaintCare for
one or both of the following 90-minute calls:
Paint Stewardship 101 (Monday, May 12 at 1 p.m.
EDT) will explore how the paint stewardship model
came to be, how it works, where legislation is
being passed around the U.S., and how paint
stewardship programs save local governments and
taxpayers millions of dollars.
Advanced Paint Stewardship (Wednesday, May 28 at 1 p.m. EDT) will provide a national update on the status
of paint program roll-outs, legislative developments, challenges, solutions, and opportunities to improve
overall efficiency through policy harmonization. The call will take a deep dive into technical topics, such as
program convenience, PaintCare collection contracts with local governments, regulatory fixes needed for
retail paint collection, transparency, and auditing.

Registration information will follow shortly in a separate mailing.

Battery Manufacturers Agree to Explore Legislated Stewardship Options
Major manufacturers of single-use and rechargeable batteries will seek to develop a legislative solution for
the collection and recycling of both battery types, the first time that such a joint producer responsibility
approach will be attempted in the U.S.
Battery manufacturers will join recyclers, retailers, environmental
advocacy groups, and local, state, and federal government officials
at the CT DEEP headquarters on June 11-12 for a national battery
dialogue meeting, organized and facilitated by PSI. (See sponsor
logos toward the bottom of this page.) The meeting is the next
step in a series of PSI-led government strategic calls, an offshoot
of which was a battery EPR bill introduced in Vermont earlier this
year. Connecticut and other states plan to introduce all-battery
legislation in 2015, and the June meeting will attempt to develop a
national model EPR bill.
Click here to register. You may participate in person directly at CT
DEEP headquarters or remotely via live web streaming. Remote participation details will be available upon
registration.

Campaign Promotes Voluntary Recovery of Toxic Auto Parts, Thermostats in
Illinois
PSI is paving the way for reduced mercury pollution and
increased recycling of thermostat collection locations by 52
percent and the number of auto switch collections by 16 percent
in the last 11 months. The initiative helps reward auto recyclers
for safely removing mercury-filled switches from junk cars by
providing cash incentives that supplement those offered by the
Illinois' End of Life Vehicle Solutions (ELVS) program, and
provides heating and air conditioning contractors and
wholesalers with free collection bins through the Thermostat
Recycling Corporation (TRC). To help raise awareness of the
health and environmental hazards associated with mercurycontaining products, and to help promote safe recycling, PSI has also created a series of educational outreach
materials, such as this informational wall poster, which we have distributed to auto dismantling shops across
Illinois to put on display for their staff.
The initiative is supported by the U.S. EPA Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI), which works to protect
Great Lakes water quality. Look for a PSI report this summer on the lessons we will have learned from our
efforts.

New PSI Survey Shows Support for Product Stewardship Solution in

Massachusetts

improvement.

Almost half of local government household hazardous
waste (HHW) budgets goes to handling leftover paint, but
over 1 million gallons of latex paint still gets disposed of
every year in Massachusetts, representing a major missed
economic opportunity, according to a recent PSI survey. The
survey, which polled 91 municipalities across the state, was
intended to help the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection (Mass DEP) refine its approach to
the management of leftover paint by providing insights
into existing system efficiencies and opportunities for

"When we send paint to a landfill, we not only add to the waste stream, but we miss out on creating new jobs
and saving municipalities tens of thousands of dollars in waste management costs," says Isaac GriffithOnnen, Associate for Policy and Programs and PSI's lead on paint stewardship efforts. "The results of this
survey can help us make the case for change toward a cost-effective, statewide paint stewardship program."
The survey was conducted as part of a contract with Mass DEP and Barnstable County. PSI presented the
results of the survey at three regional meetings in Wilmington, Middleborough, and Springfield, Mass.,
where local government officials had an opportunity to interact with and ask questions of PSI and
representatives of the paint industry.

Did You Know?
You can keep up to date on the latest developments in product
stewardship at PSI and beyond by following us on Twitter, Facebook, and
LinkedIn. Let's connect!

Product News

Industry Paper: Strong Opposition to
Product Stewardship Laws for Packaging
and Printed Paper
According to a new position paper from the National Waste
and Recycling Association (NWRA), the product stewardship
model is "not the right path" for reducing the flow of
packaging and printed paper into the waste stream. Instead,
NWRA proposes stronger consumer mandates and publicity
campaigns to encourage more recycling of packaging and
printed paper. PSI, on the other hand, has advocated for a
multi-pronged solution that includes EPR, other regulatory
strategies, and complementary voluntary initiatives.

Without all three of these, PSI does not believe that recycling of packaging and printed paper will
significantly increase in the U.S. as it has in many places in Europe and Canada.
While PSI welcomes such efforts, experience has shown that voluntary programs are, at best, a partial
solution to the costs incurred by our "throwaway society." Even as recycling rates have increased over the
past 30 years, our waste stream - including recyclable paper and plastic packaging - has grown much faster.
Sources:
Waste360.com
Recycling Today

Safe Disposal of Unwanted Medicine gets
Statewide Boost in Michigan, Postponement in
California
Two big states have taken big steps to control the misuse of
prescription drugs, but without the same results. Pharmacies in
Michigan will expand their collection of unwanted medication from
consumers, thanks to a bill signed into law in March. This is the
culmination of a multi-year effort led by the Great Lakes Clean Water
Organization (GLCW). The legislation adjusts existing solid waste
regulations that will make it easier for pharmacies in Michigan to
serve as collection points through GLCW's "Yellow Jug Old Drugs"
program and other drug take-back initiatives in the state. GLCW's initiative has already collected more than
45 tons of unused medication in Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin. In a recent report to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality, GLCW stated its pharmacy-based program, which is supported
through $300 annual dues from participating pharmacies, is a more cost-effective model than other localized
programs because it operates on a regional level within the Great Lakes.
Meanwhile, a bill that would have required the pharmaceutical industry to fund a statewide collection
program for unwanted medications was shelved by the California Senate Business, Professions, and
Economic Development Committee on April 16. Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson, author of the proposed law, said
that she will revise it to empower more local governments to develop their own drug take-back programs,
even in the absence of statewide action, according to the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.
A broad coalition of local governments and advocates for clean water and drug safety supported the bill.
California's Alameda County (which encompasses Oakland) has already established a drug stewardship
program, but a state-level law would provide greater consistency for consumers, and also relieve
municipalities of a burden most aren't equipped to handle.
Source:
Capital Public Radio
Also see PSI's Go-To-Guide for Safe Drug Disposal

Marine Debris Impedes Search for Malaysia Flight 370
The urgent search for Flight 370, the jetliner that disappeared somewhere off the coast of Malaysia last
month, has been complicated by floating plastic bags and other widespread marine debris. Satellite imagery

of the open ocean reveals a confusing and disturbing mishmash of plastic detritus - much of it
indistinguishable from what could be pieces of Flight
370.

help minimize this manmade ecological threat.

The tragic and mysterious loss of an airplane full of
people has drawn global attention to an expansive
environmental problem that is no mystery. We know the
damage done to oceanic ecosystems by garbage, and we
also know where most debris comes from: improper
disposal of common items on land. What remains to be
discovered is the solution, which is why PSI has made
combating marine debris a priority. If you missed our
April 23 webinar, Sea Change: Managing Marine Debris
Through Product Stewardship, we encourage you to
check out the recording to learn more about ways to

Source:
Christian Science Monitor

New Research Confirms Link of Brain Disorders to Post-Consumer Toxins
Common household products, including some of those for which PSI works to
create product stewardship solutions, are contributing to a "silent pandemic" of
mental development problems, including ADHD and autism, according to new
research. The findings, released last month, all but confirm that persistent
exposure to 12 neurotoxins found in everyday products-including mercury-is
harming developing minds.
While the commercial use of mercury is subject to federal hazardous waste laws,
the disposal of household items containing mercury, like thermostats, can fall through the regulatory safety
net. EPR legislation at the state level would help address this issue by mandating the secure return of
mercury-containing products to their manufacturers for safe recycling or disposal. Ten states have
thermostat EPR laws on the books-a promising start, and one in which PSI has played a key role-but a
tremendous amount of work remains to be done if we are to keep mercury from household products out of
our air, land, and drinking water.
Source:
The Atlantic

PSI in the News
Producer Responsibility Study Targets Best Practices for Packaging EPR
Waste360.com | March 28, 2014

International packaging study finds EPR best practices
Solid Waste & Recycling | April 1, 2014
Report identifies global best practices for packaging EPR
Recycling Today | March 27, 2014
Major association slams producer responsibility systems
Resource Recycling | March 27, 2014
PSI, PAC Next offer policy tips for packaging recovery
Resource Recycling | March 27, 2014

What are PSI's Members and Partners up to?
Innovators Forum Offers $40,000 for Innovative Recycling Ideas
Do you have an invention that could revolutionize recycling? Present it at the 2014 Recycling Innovators Forum in
New Orleans this September. More than 50 innovators entered last year for a chance to present their ideas and
win funding for their project. This year, two winners will walk away with $20,000 each. Proposals for the forum
must be submitted by April 30, 2014. For more information, click here.

EPR Legislative Updates
The current password to PSI's exclusive EPR Legislative Updates page is: YL1n#s (case-sensitive).
Find additional information about existing EPR legislation in the United States and our EPR Laws
Map here.

Like what you've read? What to receive monthly Product Stewardship Updates and bi-weekly legislation updates
in your inbox? Become a Full Member or a Partner of PSI! Contact Alan Petrillo, Marketing and Communications
Associate, or Amanda Nicholson, Business Manager.

Product Stewardship Institute
www.productstewardship.us
29 Stanhope Street | Boston, MA | 02116
617.236.4855
The Product Stewardship Institute, Inc. is an equal opportunity employer and provider. Persons with disabilities who require alternatively
formatted materials to ensure effective communication should contact Amanda Nicholson: amanda@productstewardship.us; 617.236.4833,
TTY: please use i711.com.
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