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46th Annual International SPR Conference
Philadelphia, USA
June 24-27, 2015
J. Chris Perry
On behalf of the members of the Program Committee, let
me thank all of you who have submitted discussions,
panels, papers, posters and workshops for the upcoming
annual international meeting of SPR to be held in Philadelphia, this June 24 to June 27, 2015. It will be a wonderful program indeed, with the research and scholarship
that each of you are bringing to the meeting. Reviewing
the submissions left me with feelings of excitement along
with the inevitable SPR conundrum: how can I go to
everything! Over 470 of you have been accepted to
present, representing 26 countries and every continent
(well almost, but we’ll still accept late submissions from
Antarctica or the Spacestation). We expect over 500
attendees.
This year the conference theme is "Psychotherapy: improving adaptation from the inner life to the outer
world.” All psychother apies help
individuals adapt more effectively. This happens on many
levels. The innermost level includes the psychological
experiences, processes, cognitive mechanisms and
conscious coping by which the individual adapts to internal and external stressors and conflict, and these in turn
affect how the individual adapts to the world, in ways of
relating to others, society and the environment. Helping
to improve adaptation operates in many modalities and
formats: individual, couple, family, group, and newer
versions adapted to the digitally inter-connected world;
durations that are brief/ short, medium-term, long-term,
openended; frequencies that include infrequent, intermittent, monthly, weekly, intensive; with training and implementation that includes manual-based, supervised, unsupervised, experience-based, and wild types. All of this
occurs within a cultural context, influenced by societal
factors, third-party payers, and both cost and costeffectiveness considerations. The good news is that all of these
perspectives and ideas are represented in our program, so
an intellectually rich meeting it will be.
Programmatic Facts
The conference begins on Wednesday June 24 with workshops both in the morning at 9 AM and in the afternoon at
1:30 PM. Then later at 6 PM the conference will formally
open with the Presidential Address by Jeanne Watson,
and the Awards Ceremony. The traditional opening night
reception will follow in the Hall of Flags.
Two comments about time and space [concepts that
would draw interest from both Kant and Einstein were

they attending]. First, time. As someone who never
has been able to get to an 8 AM class or meeting without protest, I polled the Program Committee and,
miraculously, the committee agreed that each meeting
day should begin at 8:30 AM. For the early risers, the
consolation is having more time to get some work
done before showing up at the conference. Regarding
space, the four buildings at the University of Pennsylvania that house the conference rooms are all next to
one another, so transit times between sessions should
be short. Registration, coffee breaks, book displays
and even a snack bar are all in one central area. We
have several plenaries scheduled. We will take
advantage of being in Philadelphia, by having an onstage interview with Dr, Aaron T. Beck, a former
President of SPR and a prime mover in the origin and
development of Cognitive Therapy. A second plenary
will be offered by a small group of students and early
career members of SPR on a mystery topic, to be
revealed in a later newsletter. As always, the centerpiece of the Program is what you offer. We will have
98 panel sessions, 90 brief papers, 85 posters, 16
structured discussions, 4 Special Section meetings,
and 3 networking sessions for students, clinicians and
early career researchers.

46th Annual Conference, Philadelphia, USA (continued)
for students, clinicians and early career researchers. The structured discussions will be in round rooms with chairs
in concentric circles and No AV equipment, so they really will promote discussion. As always the posters will be
presented, divided into two sessions, Thursday and Friday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00. The preliminary program
will be up for viewing in several weeks, when the final rooms available are released by the University.
Please join your Chapter meeting after lunch on Thursday and get acquainted with what your chapter is doing and
participate in discussing whatever issues are current. On Friday, as always, we will have the General Business
meeting after lunch. Finally during Saturday lunch time we will have the special section meetings – SPRISTAD,
CaFTR, Culture, and CaseStudy-IS – and networking meetings. As a special treat, lunch will be available from a
variety of food trucks – for which Philadelphia has a plethora – which will be present (for a cuisine preview:
www.foodtruckphilly.com). Finally the conference ends with the Banquet at the University Museum several
blocks away. This is a unique, intriguing setting both indoor and outdoor for continuing the many conversations
initiated over the days, relaxing, enjoying hors d’oeuvres and then dinner from different food preparation stations,
and finally dancing. There will be tables and other places to sit as well.
I hadn’t been to Philadelphia recently but came away in January very impressed with its vibrancy. In the 1700's it
was the premier city in the American Colonies, but even now it seems young, kinetic, inventive with plenty of
unique restaurants and inventive cuisine. Both old (well not old by European standards) and new architecture exist
side by side, while a vibrant mix of millenial (and older) adults gives the city a sense of intellectual ferment. The
conference venue is a short and very pleasant walk from several major hotels with a brief stroll through a pretty
Ivy League campus. Once you’ve made the trek, there will be no getting lost, as everything is conveniently close.
For those who seek a little distraction – browsers, gourmets, and those who thrive on night life – there will be
plenty to choose from. This is not a dull setting for our meeting, and yet the temptations are a couple of blocks a
way: Perfect!
Registration
By now you’ve received your acceptance letters, with day, time and room information to follow in April after the
University releases the available rooms. To register go to the SPR website www.psychotherapyresearch.org or go
directly to www.spr2015.com.
Every program is supported by the efforts of many, and many thanks are due. This year the Host Committee,
Marna Barrett, chairperson, along with Paul Crits-Christoph and Kevin McCarthy were kind enough to do double
duty and participate on the Program Committee as well. They have worked tirelessly to ensure a conducive setting
for a conference that is comfortable, convenient, and interesting. The Host Committee has also ensured an
excellent level of coordination between programmatic and venue decisions. Many of you already know that
Caroline Dovick, Program Committee Coordinator, is the person who has and will continue to answer your concerns about program issues that may arise (spr2015program.psychiatry@mcgill.ca). Finally, as Program Chairperson, let me offer our thanks and best regards to each of you who will be participating in the upcoming conference
in Philadelphia. It will be a terrific experience. But don’t take my word alone for it, read what Marna Barrett the
Host Chairperson, and Jeanne Watson, our President have to say. We all are looking forward to seeing you in
June.
- Chris Perry
Program Committee:
J. Christopher Perry, Program Chairperson (Canada/USA), Marna Barrett (Philadelphia), Paul Crits-Christoph
(Philadelphia), Juan Martin Gomez (Argentina), Brin Grenyer, (Australia), Per Høglend (Norway), Shigeru
Iwakabe (Japan), Ueli Kramer (Switzerland), Kevin McCarthy (Philadelphia), J. Christopher Muran, General Vice
-President (USA), Alessandro Talia (Italy/Denmark), Giorgio Tasca (Canada) and Christina Temes (USA),
Caroline Dovick, Program Committee Coordinator (Canada)
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President’s Message:
Jeanne Watson
Welcome to the March newsletter, hopefully all our members in
the Northern hemisphere are seeing winter recede after a
prolonged and unusually cold temperatures in some areas, while
those in the South take leave of summer. As you can see,
preparations for the June meeting are well under way. After
visiting the University of Pennsylvania Campus in January, we
are confident that it will provide a wonderful venue for our meeting. Activities will be focused around a central core, providing
attendees with the opportunity to mingle and share ideas with
each other, with conference rooms in relatively close proximity.
The walks between buildings is short and converge on a large
courtyard with outdoor seating. In terms of accommodation, our
local conference committee, chaired by Marna Barrett, has
chosen hotels within easy walking distances of the campus.
With all the preparations in full swing we look forward to
welcoming you to Philadelphia in June to hear your latest
research and scholarship as you continue to forge connections
with colleagues. Please take time to read about the program and
acquaint your self with the highlights of Philadelphia. Another
bonus this year is that SEPI is holding its conference a week
earlier in Baltimore to make it easier for members to attend both
meetings.

EC Members (L-R): Henning Schauenburg, Tracy Eells, Chris Perry, Chris Muran, Jeanne Watson, Michael
Constantino, Susan Hajkowski, Marna Barrett (local host), Mariane Krause, Hadas Wiseman

Page 5

S P R N e w s l e tte r , 2 0 1 5 : 1

President’s Message (continued)
Chris Perry and his team are putting together a wonderful program with a large number of strong submissions
from our members. Highlights of this year’s conference include the pre-conference workshops, and a plenary
session with Dr. Aaron Beck. This will be an historic occasion as we welcome back Dr. Beck who was President
of SPR in 1976. The mentorship activities that were begun in Copenhagen will continue. Students will have a
special section reserved for them at the Opening Reception where they will have the opportunity to get to know
each other at the beginning of the proceedings. This was suggested last year as a way to enable students to begin
to network early in the conference and have more opportunity to build connections with each other over the three
days. In addition we hope to continue hosting networking meetings for new career scholars, clinicians and
students during the Saturday lunch hour. And students presenting during the poster sessions will have the
opportunity to meet individually with members of the Program Planning Committee. We hope that this will add
significantly to your enjoyment of the conference and enable you to engage in intellectually stimulating
conversations with colleagues and friends.
Turning to the business of the executive, the committee members met in January in Pennsylvania, and were
delighted to welcome Chris Muran, as GVP and Susan Hajkowski, UK Chapter President to this year’s meeting.
Chris is leaving the Journal in the very capable hands of Wolfgang Lutz. We wish to thank these members for
assuming their different roles and ensuring the longevity of the SPR executive and the Journal.
It is with sadness that we inform you that Tracy Eells’ term as Executive Officer (EO) will soon come to an end.
Tracy has made a tremendous contribution to the organization in his role as EO. His calm, steady management
of our finances and oversight of the organization, his institutional memory, including minute taking, and maintenance of the Book of Decisions has been essential to the smooth functioning of the organization, contributing to
the strong place in which we find ourselves. We owe him a very large debt of gratitude for his commitment to
the organization over these many years. Please join me in thanking him. Currently we are seeking nominations
from members who would be willing to assume the role of EO after he steps down. Names may be submitted to
Chris Perry.
Another important role that needs to be filled is that of General Vice President. The GVP Nominating Committee
is calling for nominations. The deadline for submission is May 31, 2015. The GVP will join the SPR Executive
for four years assuming the roles of GVP, President Elect, President, and Past President during that period.
Having people assume these roles is very important to ensure the vibrancy and strength of the organization and a
stable executive committee to continue its stewardship of the organization into the future. Please consider standing for nomination or consider nominating someone whom you believe will be willing and eligible to stand.
The Awards Committee, consisting of our Past Presidents including Hadas Wiseman, (Chair), George Silberschatz and Guillermo de la Parra has received a number of nominations for the Distinguished Research Career
Award and Early Career Achievement Award. Thank you to all who undertook to recognize their colleagues and
nominate them for these important awards. The recipients of the awards will be announced at the opening
ceremony in Philadelphia.
We are delighted to announce the recipients of this year’s small research grant awards. The Small Research
Grant Awards Committee, chair ed by Andzej Wer bar t, and member s fr om each of the four SPR
chapters: Björn Philips and Armin Hartmann (Europe), Chris Evans (United Kingdom), Jamie Bedics (North
America), Adela Leibovich de Duarte and Nelson Valdés (Latin America) received 15 applications. A maximum of 9
applications are eligible for funding. The successful applicants including 4 regular members and 5 student
members are:
Regular members:
1. Tali Boritz & Catherine Eubanks (NA), tali.boritz@camh.ca (USD 2000)
Alliance rupture and repair in borderline personality disorder: A pilot study
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, 33 Russell Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5S 2S1
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President’s Message (continued)
2. Antonello Colli (EU), antonello.colli@uniurb.it (USD 2000)
Mentalization and personality: An empirical investigation
University of Urbino, Department of Human Science, Via Bramante, 17 - 61029 Urbino PU, Italy
3. Ken Critchfield (NA), critchkl@jmu.edu (USD 2000)
Analysis of adherent intervention in interpersonal reconstructive therapy: A pilot study
Sponsored Programs Administration and Accounting, MSC 5728, James Madison University, 800 South
Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22807-0001, USA
4. Jenelle Slavin-Mulford (NA), jslavinm@gru.edu (USD 2000)
Trainee therapist characteristics related to therapeutic alliance and technique
Psychology Department, Science Hall, Georgia Regents University, Summerville Campus, 2500 Walton
Way, Augusta, GA 30904, USA
Student members:
1. Vera Bekes (NA), vera.bekes@mail.mcgill.ca (USD 2000)
Empirical investigation of the “moment of meeting” concept in psychotherapy for depressed patients
Lady Davies Institute, Jewish General Hospital, 4333 Chemin de la cote Ste-Catherine, Montreal, QC H3T
1E4, Canada
Faculty: J. Christopher Perry, Jewish General Hospital & McGill University, Montreal, Canada
2. Nehama HaCohen (EU), nehami1@gmail.com (USD 2000)
From dissociation to dialectics: Mutual changing of client and therapist and its relation to treatment outcome
Department of Psychology, Faculty of Social Sciences, Bar-Ilan University Ramat-Gan, 5290002 Israel
Faculty: Rivka Tuval-Mashiach, Department of Psychology, Bar-Ilan University, Ramat-Gan, Israel
3. Irene Messina (EU), irene-messina@hotmail.com, (USD 2000)
Development of countertransference management abilities in psychotherapy training: A pilot study
Department of Philosophy, Sociology, Education and Applied Psychology (FISPPA) – University of Padua,
Italy
Faculty: post-doc position, Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy III, University of Ulm, Germany
4. Tomas Nygren (EU), tomny506@student.liu.se (CAD 1723 = USD 1386)
Unconscious guilt and self-compassion Linköping process study
Centre for Emotions and Health, Department of Psychiatry, Abbie J. lane Building, 7th floor, Rm7516,
5909 Veterans’ Memorial Lane, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3H 2N1, Canada
Faculty: Rolf Holmqvist, Department of Behavioral Sciences and Learning, Linköping University, Sweden
5. Felicitas Rost (UK), frost@tavi-port.nhs.uk (USD 2000)
A qualitative investigation of the "sleeper effect" observed in a RCT on the effectiveness of psychoanalytic
psychotherapy of severe depression
Tavistock and Portman NHS Trust, 120 Belsize Lane, London, NE3 5BA, UK
Faculty: Nick Midgley, Research Department of Clinical, Educational and Health Psychology, University
College London, UK
The awards will be announced at the next annual SPR International Meeting in Philadelphia, June 24 – 27, 2015.
Please join us in congratulating them and wish them well in their research efforts.
The sixth Lester Luborsky Student Poster Award competition will be held at the 2015 SPR conference in Philadelphia. Three posters that are judged to be inventive, scientifically convincing, with excellence in poster design will
be selected by an international jury of SPR members.
To be eligible for participation the student must be:
1) The first author of the presentation.
2) Available to present during the poster session.
3) Prepared to demonstrate their student status with appropriate documentation if asked to do so by the Student
Poster Award committee chair.
The poster must be sent (a .pdf file) to the award committee chairperson, Claudio Martinez Guzman–
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President’s Message (continued)
Claudio.martinez@mail.udp.cl by the deadline of MAY 14, 2015

Locations for future meetings, please mark your calendars:
In 2016 SPR will hold its Annual Meeting in Jerusalem, Israel – June 22-25;

SPR Conference Banquet Site: Penn Museum of Archeology and Anthropology
University of Pennsylvania

Looking forward to seeing you in
Philadelphia, USA
June 24-27, 2015!
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News from the Communications Committee
Kim de Jong
Like us on Facebook!
In addition to the closed group SPR has on Facebook, we have now created a corporate page that will be used to
make announcements and share news with both members and non-members. Like us there and stay up to date.

The communications committee is continuing to work on improving communications to members, and to attract
potential new members. In the last few months, we have been working on creating the corporate Facebook page,
preparing for the newsletter new style (which will be launched later this year), and we are in the process of
creating a discussion forum to increase opportunities for members to interact.

We would also like to ask members to send us your news. Send us information about that article that just got accepted that you are proud of, or the book you just wrote, the grant you got for your new exciting research project
or the award that you received. We would like to share this news on our website, as well as on the new facebook
page. You can send the news to lorenzl@sas.upenn.edu

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL IN

PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 24-27, 2015!
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News from the Webinars Committee
Sam Nordberg
This winter has been a time of significant firsts for the webinars committee. John Mellor Clark and webinars chair
Sam Nordberg co-hosted the first ever panel discussion, on March 11 th, entitled “Dispelling myths about routine
outcomes monitoring implementation: Real world examples of challenges overcome.” The panel was composed
of ten clinicians and researchers with real-world implementation experience, and represented Europe, Scandinavia
and the United States. Panelists contributed their experience to answering questions related to implementation
challenges presented by clinician acceptance of routine outcomes monitoring, patient resistance to completing
measures, and logistical and infrastructure challenges. So many good questions were posed by an active audience
that the panel was extended beyond the planned meeting time.
An additional first; SPR has now formally partnered with two likeminded organizations to increase the reach of
our webinars, and to expand our offerings. Representatives of each organization have joined the webinars committee to facilitate collaboration.
Tony Rousmaniere, of the University of Alaska, has joined the webinars committee as a formal representative of
Division 29 of the American Psychological association. He has already begun scheduling several webinars with a
clinical focus, and is helping to coordinate certification for CE credits for webinars with appropriate content.
Hector Fernandez Alvarez, of the Aigle Foundation in Argentina, has also joined the webinars committee as a
representative of the Society for the Exploration of Psychotherapy Integration. He has been focused on developing
webinars that will present debates between senior researchers on currently relevant topics such as the integration
of common factors and evidence-based practice.
Lastly, Sam Nordberg will be stepping down from his position as chair, and Martin Drapeau has accepted a
nomination to chair the panel. Sam and Martin will work closely to make the transition as smooth as possible. The
webinars committee is looking for graduate students with an interest in our work to contribute approximately 8
hours a month to running webinars, recruiting new presenters, and organizing our advertising materials. Interested
parties should contact Sam at samnordberg@gmail.com .
Stay tuned to the SPR listserve and Facebook page for updates on upcoming webinars. The next webinar will be
on April 9th at 12:00pm EST, and is entitled “Ethics in Private Practice with Dr. Jeff Zimmerman”.
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Executive Officer’s Report
Tracy Eells
The Society continues to flourish. We ended 2014 with
assets of $515,775 and no debt. This amount is about $900
less than a year earlier for reasons discussed below. The
2014 Copenhagen conference generated revenues of
$348,044 and expenses of $279,950, resulting in net income
from the conference of $68,094. SPR’s central office
operating income in 2014 was $88,663. Dues comprised
$82,465 of this income and the balance came through royalty
payments of $6,162.
Central office operating expenses for the year were
$102,529. This amount includes $10,530 returned to the
chapters as their portions of dues; about another $15,000 in
chapter revenue was held centrally. Expenses for 2014 also
include $4,000 in international student travel awards, $1,000
for the Lester Luborsky Student Poster Award, $11,990 for
small research grants, $6,283 in staff training to learn the
new website administrative functions, and $7,284 in
webhosting expenses, about half of which went toward
redesigning the website. The remaining funds went
primarily to fund executive committee meetings, personnel
expenses, bank charges, and office purchases. Journal
expenses of $24,678 for the 2014 volume were deferred until January 2015.
When SPR’s Executive Council met in January, it approved an operating budget for calendar year
2015. We expect dues income of $94,000, which is the average amount of dues revenue during the last
eight years; we anticipate royalty payments of $6,000. Expenses of $119,156 to run the central office
are predicted, about $38,470 of which will be returned to the chapters. Additional expenses of $32,704
were budgeted to continue the student poster awards, international awards, small grants program, and
the psychotherapy data bank project.

Membership is stable. As of January 2012, we had 1272 active members, which is a decrease of about
100 from the year earlier. Membership for the European, Latin American, North American, and United
Kingdom chapters was 517, 138, 504, and 113, respectively. Of the 1272 members, 801 were regular,
70 were retired, and 401 were students.
In summary, SPR is in good shape financially and has a firm foundation of regular and retired members
as well as strong student representation.
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions about the operation of the Society:
eells@louisville.edu.
.

Page 11

S P R N e w s l e tte r , 2 0 1 5 : 1

Nomination for SPR General Vice President
Nominations for the position of General Vice-President are now officially open.
Please send your proposals to the Chair or one of the committee members no later than May 31,
2015.
The GVP Nominating Committee includes: Robert Elliott, Chair (United Kingdom)
fac0029@gmail.com; Guillermo de la Parra (Latin America) guillermo.delaparra@gmail.com
Lynne Knobloch-Fedders (North America) l-knobloch@northwestern.edu; Stig Poulsen
(Europe) Stig.Poulsen@psy.ku.dk
Mariane Krause, Thomas Schroder and Bernhard Strauss are rotating off the committee this
year and we thank you all for your contributions to SPR. We welcome Robert Elliott, Guillermo
de la Parra and Stig Poulsen who will give their time and effort to find the best leaders for our
organization.

Mark Your Calendar!!
2015 International Meeting: Philadelphia, USA—June 24-27, 2015
2016 International Meeting: Jerusalem, Israel — June 22-25, 2016
2017 International Meeting: Toronto, Ontario, Canada—June 21-24, 2017
2018 International Meeting: Amsterdam, The Netherlands—TBA
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Welcome to Philadelphia!
Searching for a cultural excursion to pair with the scientific stimulation of the SPR meeting in Philadelphia this
June? There will be no austerity crisis in the “Athens of America” when it comes to museums, private collections,
historical sites, and public art. In fact, Philly was just voted Number 3 worldwide in the New York Times “Places
to Go in 2015.” So what awaits you?

Philadelphia Museum of Art

Photo: Nfutvol via Wikipedia Commons

Race the steps that Rocky Balboa ran in the famous feature film “Rocky” to reach one of the largest holdings of
art in the world. Built on top of the old Fairmount reservoir, the Museum is overflowing with Rubenses, Eakinses, Rodins, Calders, and Duchamps. Fine art is not the only sight to savor. There are furnishings from around the
world; fully reconstructed medieval, renaissance, and colonial rooms; fabrics and clothing (including the wedding
gown of native Philadelphian Grace Kelly, Princess of Monaco); and burnished armors and bristling weapons.
With nearly a quarter of a million pieces, the PMA has had to commission Frank Gehry to design a multi-story
expansion in the space underground that you can now preview!

Barnes Foundation

Photo: R. Kennedy for Visit Philadelphia
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Philadelphia Attractions (continued)
A scandalously impressive collection of Impressionist and early Modernist art, including more paintings from
Cezanne than are in Paris! The eccentric millionaire Dr. Albert Barnes, known for finding an early cure for
gonorrhea, fought with art critics, philosophers, and Philadelphia high society along the way to assembling one
of the most astonishing collections of art in the world, valued at 30 billion USD. In his will, he specified that his
pieces were to remain “in exactly the places they are,” triggering a protracted and prickly legal debate when the
Foundation moved to its home on the Parkway in downtown Philadelphia. The compromise: his house was
almost entirely reproduced in a brand new facility for you to view just as he would insist.

Franklin Institute

Photo: R. Kennedy for Visit Philadelphia

An electrifying museum of science that can only be faulted for lacking a display on psychotherapy research!
Founded in 1824 to promote science and technology, it has remained current in everything thing it does. The
exhibits are designed for all amplitudes from kid to adult, and include science demonstrations, an IMAX theater,
robots, a giant walk-through heart, aeronautics, and steam engines.

Mutter Museum

A gallery of medical history and curiosities designates itself
as “disturbingly informative.” From Einstein’s brain to the
liver shared by the original Siamese twins, from ancient
surgical instruments to a medicinal herb garden, from things
in jars that should be in the body to objects that were in the
body that shouldn’t have been, the Mutter gives an insider’s
look into anatomy and the life of a physician.
Photo: cover, Dr. Mütter's Marvels: A True Tale of Intrigue and Innovation at the Dawn of Modern Medicine, Cristin O'Keefe Aptowicz
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Philadelphia Attractions (continued)
Eastern State Penitentiary

Photo: Thesab via Wikimedia Commons

Need to get away to think? Philadelphia’s early prison (1829), the Eastern State Penitentiary, is the perfect place
to guarantee some solitude. Built on a model to rehabilitate rather than punish, inmates were given single-person
cells and plenty of time to think about what they had done. In fact, to ensure seclusion, each cell had running
water and flush toilets – several years before even the White House! Famous inmates included the gangster Al
Capone and “Pep,” the dog sentenced to life in prison for killing the governor’s cat. International visitors lauded
(Alexis de Tocqueville) or loathed (Charles Dickens) the Penitentiary. Still operational until 1971, now hosts
tours of the cell blocks and becomes a haunted house every Halloween.

Independence National Park

Photo: B. Krist for Visit Philadelphia

Photo: D. Cruz for Visit Philadelphia

This national park has uniformed rangers in pickup trucks right in the middle of a major metropolitan city! It is
anchored at one end by Independence Hall, where the Declaration of Independence was signed, and at the other by
the Constitution Center, where you can glimpse an original copy of the eponymous document. Hang with the
Liberty Bell, walk through the original “White House,” celebrate history and heritage at the National Jewish
American Museum or the African American Museum, or see bright new copper pennies struck at the US Mint.
Independence National Park is where the nation began, and is definitely the place to start if you’ve never been to
Philadelphia before.
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Philadelphia Attractions (continued)
Public Art

Photo: R. Kennedy for Visit Philadelphia

Philadelphia is home to over 400 works of public and interactive art, thanks to a 1959 ordinance that mandated
one percent of all building costs go toward art. You will notice the influence of this law most prominently when
the sun goes down and the skyline lights up – many of the skyscrapers are framed with light displays as their
contribution to the “Percent for Arts.” At the University of Pennsylvania conference venue look for Claes Oldenburg’s “Split Button,” Robert Indiana’s “LOVE” statue, and Dennis Oppenheim’s “Waveform” bells. Lastly,
Philadelphia is known as the “City of Murals.” The Mural Arts Program is an effort to eradicate blight, educate
and involve youth, and provide restorative justice for the incarcerated. It has resulted in over 3,600 murals across
the city, many of which can be seen in a tour offered through the program.

Architecture

Photo: Rdsmith4 via Wikimedia Commons

First and foremost, Philadelphia is a “City of Homes,” with 50-60% of citizens owning their homes. This results
in a great deal of pride and a very distinctive character of Philadelphia residential architecture. In University City
where the conference is located, you will see Victorian-style homes, fussy and ornate in detail with great sweeping porches and spectacular colors, and Arts-and-Craft-style homes, equally great but showcasing fine materials
and workmanship. In the oldest part of the city, you will see traditional Colonial and Federal rowhomes, red brick
-built from the plentiful clay in the area with subdued tones and symmetrical forms in the apertures and margins.
Elfreth’s Alley is the quintessential example of this style and is the oldest continually inhabited street in the United States. Penn campus has its share of important architectural buildings, including the Fisher Fine Arts Library,
one of the best works of Frank Furness, a popular Philadelphia architect. Another famous Philadelphian, Louis
Kahn, designed the tucked-away Richards Medical Research Laboratories, the epitome of Modern style.
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Can’t decide? Fortunately our SPR banquet will be held at the Penn Museum of Archeology and Anthropology.
In between strolling the gardens, listening to jazz, and catching up with friends old and new, you can investigate
the material cultures of Ancient Egypt, Meso- and South American, Africa, China, and the Mediterranean and
Middle East. The museum will be open to us Saturday evening, with refreshing cocktails, light hors d’oeuvres,
and buffet stations interspersed among the exhibits. From nine o’clock to midnight, SPR’s resident “Ph.DJ.,”
Mike Constantino, will be rocking the sarcophagi with music and dancing! Be sure to purchase your $35 tickets
when you register for what will be an incredible conference here in Philadelphia!

Penn Museum

