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Onshore wind offers the most cost-effective choice for 
new electricity in the UK, bar none - it is cheaper than gas, 
nuclear, coal and other renewables. This clean, modern 
technology is popular with the public, regularly enjoying 
support levels of up to 74% according to the Government’s 
own opinion polls.

Onshore wind already generates clean power to meet the 
annual needs of more than 7.25 million homes a year and 
produced 9% of the UK’s power needs in 2017. Overall, 
the UK has installed over 12 gigawatts of onshore wind 
capacity, which supports jobs and local economic growth. 
The cumulative investment impact of our 1,500 operational 
onshore wind farms is over £35 billion, demonstrating the 
significant contribution which onshore wind can make to 
delivering low-cost, low-carbon energy. 

2017 was a record year for onshore wind deployment, with 
2.6GW installed across the UK; enough to power more than 
1.8 million homes.  This represents over one-fifth of the UK’s 
entire onshore wind fleet, and is double the previous annual 
record set in 2013. The record delivery was largely driven by 
deadline to accredit for the Renewables Obligation scheme. 

The new capacity installed in 2017 represents an overall 
investment value of £7.69 billion across the lifetimes of these 
projects. Of this, 69% (£5.3 billion) is retained within in the 
UK. 87% (£4.7bn) of this retained value is in Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland.

Despite a record breaking year in 2017, new onshore wind 
projects are currently barred from taking part in competitive 
auctions for contracts to generate electricity (Contracts for 
Difference) and the amount of new capacity installed in 2018 
and 2019 is expected to drop sharply, and the pipeline of 
new projects post-2020 is uncertain. 

At a time when MPs and their constituents are focused 
on keeping energy bills down, new onshore wind can 
lock in low cost power for decades to come. A new set of 
auctions procuring onshore wind capacity would deliver 
a net payback to UK consumers of £1.6 billion, according 
to a recent report from BVG Associates. Without a change 
to the Government’s policy to exclude onshore from new 
power auctions, consumers face higher energy bills and 
communities across Scotland and Wales will lose investment 
in industry and vital new infrastructure.
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Onshore wind in 2017

Scotland accounted for 64% of onshore wind capacity installed in the UK last year, followed by Wales (14%), 
England (13%) and Northern Ireland (9%).

More onshore wind was installed in 2017 than any other year in the UK. The new capacity added last year 
makes up more than 20% of the entire offshore wind fleet.
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Map of onshore wind capacity 
installed in 2017 - by region



Overall investment value in 2017: £7.69 billion

Scotland
64%

Wales
14%

England
13%

Northern Ireland
9%

Share of regional investment by country

Outside UK: 31%
£2.38 billion

UK: 69%
£5.3 billion Region/nation: 48%

£3.7 billion

Local: 27%
£2.07 billion

13.4 million  
tonnes  

CO2 saved 
annually7.6 

million  
homes

Onshore wind in 2017

CO2Generated 

9% 
of UK Electricity

Enough 
to power

The new onshore wind capacity installed in 2017 represents a lifetime investment value of £7.69 billion. Of 
this, 69%, or £5.3 billion, is retained in the UK. £3.7 billion is spent either in the region or devolved nation and, 
of this, £2.07 billion is retained within the local authority. The cumulative investment impact of all installed 
onshore wind in the UK is over £35 billion.

2017 investment in onshore wind

Onshore wind in 2017

Onshore wind is one of the largest contributors to cutting UK emissions, which in the power sector have 
fallen by 50% since 2012. The additional onshore wind in installed in 2017 will generate over 7,000 gigawatt 
hours of clean, home-grown power to help keep the lights on and tackle climate change.



SSE’s 108 MW Bhlaraidh wind farm is situated on the 
Glenmoriston Estate, north-west of Invermoriston. 
Consented in 2014, the delivery of the Bhlaraidh combined 
years of onshore wind development and construction 
experience, allowing the team to deliver an operational 
wind farm within three years of being consented.

As a responsible developer and operator of renewable 
energy, SSE strives to protect, enhance and restore the 
ecology, the environment and the community surrounding 
its renewable projects.

Bhlaraidh has brought benefits to the communities in 
the area, not just through the community fund, but by 
bolstering the local economy. One local business, the Lovat 
hotel, situated in Fort Augustus, attributes 40% of their 
winter business to projects like Bhlaraidh, and other SSE 
onshore wind farm developments in the area.

In addition, the supply chain was further enhanced in the area 
through SSE’s Open4Business portal as a way of providing 
local businesses with a simple and free way to view and bid 
for opportunities relating to SSE’s projects in the region. Since 
its launch, Open4Business has awarded over £ 174.3 million in 
the Highlands region, supporting a local supply chain. 

The project has not just brought socio-economic benefits; 
it has also brought environmental benefits. With a short 
carbon payback time of at most 2.8 years, the team 
demonstrated best practice as they constructed the wind 
farm in upland, peaty soil. 

During 2016/17 ScottishPower Renewables completed its 
largest ever onshore construction programme, building eight 
new onshore windfarms across Scotland and delivering 
474MW of new clean generating capacity – enough to power 
over 280,000 homes.

ScottishPower Renewables’ 69MW Dersalloch Windfarm 
in South Ayrshire is one of the eight windfarms.  During 
construction, contracts of around £1.8m were placed with 
local companies to: provide plant and operators, cleaning 
services, signage, welding services and concrete supply.  
Approximately one third of workers on site lived within 30 
miles and those from outwith the area lived in local hotels or 
rented property from local accommodation providers.

ScottishPower Renewables takes pride in sustainable 
development and effective community engagement.  
The project will contribute more than £8m in voluntary 
community benefit over its operational life, benefiting many 
local communities and helping them deliver projects that 
meet their ambitions for their local area. 

This project also delivers environmental benefits to the 
local and wider area. Nationally the project contributes to 
decarbonisation of electricity supply, and locally work has 
begun to create a 70 hectare Habitat Management Area 
which will become native woodland benefitting local wildlife. 

The professionalism and dedication of local and national 
suppliers is key to the successful delivery and ongoing 
operation of Dersalloch Windfarm.  ScottishPower 
Renewables is proud to be part of such a critical industry 
delivering on the UK Government’s Industrial Strategy ‘Clean 
Growth’ Grand Challenge.
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New onshore wind projects
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Our members are building our future energy system, powered by clean electricity. We 
bring them together to deliver that future faster; a future which is better for industry, 
billpayers, and the environment. We are a UK membership body with a mission to 
ensure increasing amounts of renewable electricity are deployed across the UK.
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