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EXPERTS REEL IN SAVINGS
Businesses large and small need to manage the dramatic
swings in energy prices and contain costs. Previously,
only large companies could access the industry-leading
experts who ensure the timing is right and the energy

$20
Billion
Managed spend
26,000
Managed sites
350+
Dedicated employees
5,000+
Energy RFPs Annually

supply contract is optimum.

18 Years
Serving clients

But now, industry leader Summit Energy offers services
that enable businesses to take full advantage of energy
opportunities available in their market - all from an
independent and unbiased perspective.

ENERGY’S TURBULENT WATERS
For most purchases, your business probably uses tactics like buying in bulk to secure the best price. If only
buying energy were that easy.
If you are in a deregulated area, you can buy energy competitively from

ER
FILT
RGY
ENE

LOCATION

authorized suppliers. With no change in service, you can sometimes slash

ENERGY NEEDS

your energy bill. However, timing is critical. Energy prices move like stock

REGULATIONS

prices, and a deep understanding of where the markets are heading is

SUPPLIERS/BROKERS

essential. Often, suppliers will get most aggressive when market prices are
moving downward in order to lock you into energy prices that create

UTILITIES

margins for them in the future.
PRICE OPTIONS
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Energy contracts can be confusing, and it’s hard to know which supplier or
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contracts truly deliver the best price. Prices change quickly and frequently,

Choosing the best energy
option requires expertise in
evaluating multiple variables.

varying by geographic region and even time of day. There is a wide variety
of product offerings and pricing structures. A myriad of energy brokers
add to the complexity by promising to cut your bills for “free.” Too often,
businesses enter into contracts that do not make the most of the

competitive market available to them; and these arrangements are far from “free.”
Summit experts do much more than give you a list of choices. We evaluate all your options and make an
informed recommendation based on two decades of experience.
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A FISH STORY

ENERGY 101

No fees? Now that’s a fish
story. Would you be in

Know the geography

business if you weren’t

We know the energy-buying

making money? Neither

regulations for every province,

would energy brokers.

state, city and municipality in

Somewhere in the

North America.

arrangement, a fee is figured
into your energy price. If they

Know the timing

say there is no fee, the only

Our analysts monitor all markets

thing you can count on is that you’ll never know how much

and georgraphic areas, recommend-

you are paying the broker.

ing the precise best time to buy.

A broker makes money only if you are in an agreement

Know the suppliers

with a third-party energy supplier. Markets change

We know the strengths and

frequently, and there are times when it’s to your advantage

weaknesses of all suppliers and can

to leave a supplier and use the utility. Since brokers

help you sift the best from the rest.

generate all their income from third-party suppliers, do you
Know the options

think you will be notified when this time comes?

We negotiate with influence, ensuring
that end-users are placed in the best

AN EXPERT GUIDE

possible contractual arrangements.

Brokers may claim “local”
knowledge and provide a
number of contract choices
for you to evaluate. It’s like
having a map to the lake but
not having an expert guide

UTILITIES &
SUPPLIERS

who can lead you to the fish.
These brokers simply cannot

In the past, everyone bought

match the deep expertise of

electricity and natural gas from the

Summit Energy professionals who understand all the

utility. Now you can choose to buy

factors impacting your local energy market – from

your energy from the utility or

snowfall two states away to new regulations 12 months

another provider, known as a

away.

third-party supplier. There is no
interruption of service to switch.

We negotiate thousands of energy supply agreements

No matter which choice you make,

every year. We employ hundreds of analysts who watch

the electric utility still delivers

every electricity and gas market on the continent. With

electricity to your site, responds to

this in-depth expertise, we will recommend the best

service interruptions and maintains

possible options for your particular situation.

the poles and wires.
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ENERGY CHOICES
The right energy choice for your business depends on many factors. At a high level, you have two
basic choices – take the utility option or enter into an energy contract. Summit considers all possible
utility and contract options and recommends the best fit for you – even if the best choice is staying
with your utility. Brokers who make all their money through contracts with third-party suppliers are
unlikely to present you with the utility option.
Default

Customer Involvement
Risk Tolerance
Price Fluctuation
Signed Agreement

Energy Contract Choices

Utility

Fixed

Variable

Fixed + Variable

none

hands off

hands off

hands on

low

low

high

moderate

some

none

varied

medium

no

yes

yes

yes

CONTACT US

ACT LIKE A BIG FISH

FOR A FREE ASSESSMENT

With Summit Energy as your strategic partner you are
tapping into a world-class team of energy experts.

Summit is an independent energy management firm
providing in-depth expertise to industrial and commercial
customers. Our 350 dedicated energy professionals in 10

call:

international offices manage more than $20 billion in energy

502.429.3800
800.123.4567 (toll free)

spend a year in more than 52 countries. Our clients include
more than 500 large and small companies.

email:
takecontrol@summitenergy.com

We can help you catch the best energy contract for your

web:
summitenergy.com/takecontrol

independent business. For a quick assessment of your
facility’s opportunities, please call us at 502.429.3800.
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