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‘Rise
of the
walking
dead’
ANGELI WRIGHT/AWRIGHT@VICAD.COM

Ernest Rydolph Jr. was homeless for more than 20 years and had a severe problem with alcohol. “I know the way I was living – I wouldn’t call it living. My past, it was walking dead,” he said
of living in the streets and drinking all day before giving himself to God and becoming sober. “Honestly, I’m not supposed to be here today.”

Victoria man
overcomes
alcoholism,
homelessness

This is the Part I of a two-part series on
Ernest Rydolph. Next week, the Advocate will
explore Rydolph’s life and spiritual walk,
post-addiction.
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

He stacked a pile of bricks against the tin siding of a carpentry warehouse, forming a
makeshift chair.
In the mid-afternoon heat, he sat down on the
chair to drink two 32-ounce crushers.
Leaning against the bricks, Ernest Rydolph Jr.
wrapped his lips around the chilled beer can – a
regular, if not hourly, activity.
For the past nine years, Rydolph had taken up
residence at the property, sleeping on a throwaway twin mattress, sharing the floor with a
family of rats and mice that creep their way in
through the floorboards.
Puss-filled sores on Rydolph’s face – caused

by years of alcohol consumption, poor nutrition
and a lack of proper hygiene – were worsening
and his weight had dropped to a sickly 138
pounds.
His near three-decade long addiction was
killing him, and he knew he had to make a decision: stop drinking or die alone in a drunken
fog.

The decision
Clinching the crusher in his hand, Rydolph lifted his hands in the air.
“God, if you hear me, please deliver me from
this life,” he begged, getting up off the brick
chair to pace around the property.
Rydolph took another sip of beer.
Sitting down, walking around, sipping beer,
praying for deliverance – that’s how Rydolph
spent the next hour.

LESSONS

Praise God in good, bad times
For the past several weeks, I’ve
been feeling spiritually
unattached.
My passion for prayer and scripture reading has depleted somewhat, and I’ve been feeling the
emptiness that always creeps in
when I fail to put God above other
responsibilities in my life.
It isn’t that I’m not praying. I
wake up every morning and thank
God out loud for the many blessings in my life.
And at night, I offer a few short
prayers for those I know who are
hurting, sick, lost or lonely.
But I realized over the holidays,

at Christmastime
no less, that I’m
not giving God my
heart. And worse,
I’m not giving him
my full attention.
The reason: evJENNIFER
erything in my life
right now is fine.
REVELATIONS
I’m not in distress. I’m not searching for answers. I’m living in trust and faith
that my life course is mapping out
the way it should.
How wonderful, right?
I’m not so sure.
The realization that my atten-

PREYSS

Amor Meus Spirituality Center is
offering a GUIDED RETREAT,
“CELEBRATING THE INCARNATION
IN ORDINARY TIME,” presented
by the Rev. Martin Lott from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The retreat includes at least two presentations,
liturgy or prayer service and time
for personal prayer, walking and
reflecting. The retreat director offers reflection questions to enhance the retreatant’s personal reflection. Women and men are welcomed. For more information, visit amormeusspiritualitycenter.org
or call 361-575-7111.
St. Paul Baptist Church, 2105
Pleasant Green Drive, will hold its

second annual NEW YEAR’S COMING
OUT BASH beginning at 5 p.m. Come
lift your voice in song and praise. All
musicians, choirs, soloists, youth
groups and praise dancers/mimes are
welcome to participate. Contact Leroy
Fillmore at 361-212-6500 or Becky
Williams at 904-894-9051 for more
information or to be included on the
program.
Cowboys For Christ Fellowship will
have a CHRISTIAN COUNTRY GOSPEL
CONCERT at 5 p.m. at Willi’s Grill,
2968 U.S. Highway 183 in Gonzales.
Among the featured artists is Evangelist Mike Pail, of Austin.
See more faith calendar, E3

V E R S E O F T H E D AY
Just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it
is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

— 1 Peter 1:15-16
Source: verseoftheday.com

SEE REVELATIONS, E3

STUDIES
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tion for God has diverted elsewhere because I simply do not
need him as much right now
scared me.
I always said I wouldn’t be that
kind of Christ follower.
Like most, my walk is zigzagged
enough as it is. I don’t need another reason to veer off course.
On a long drive home from
Austin last weekend, I stared out
of my window and thanked the
Lord that I was filled with the
peace I had been praying and

‘Gideon – Your weakness, God’s
Strength’ Bible study to begin
FROM A NEWS RELEASE

The seven-week Bible study
“Gideon – Your Weakness, God’s
Strength,” by Priscilla Shirer will
begin Jan. 21 at Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church, 4102 N. Ben Jordan St.
This study will help you see how
God can use your weakness to unlock His strength. It will open your
eyes to a new perspective on yourself, your God and Gideon.
The studies will be from 6 to 8 p.m.
each Tuesday through March 4. An
optional meal will be offered at 5:30
p.m. Tammy Hartman is facilitating.
A $20 member book fee will be collected during the first session.
You may sign up for the study at
the church’s information desk, call
the church information desk at
361-676-4305 or contact Tammy
Hartman at 361-550-6392 or
tamhart@suddenlink.net.

FOR HELP

If someone you
know is struggling
with addiction,
call Gulf Bend
Mental Health and
Wellness at
361-575-0611
visit gulfbend.org,
or Mid-Coast
Family Services at
361-575-7842

SEE WALKING, E6

ADVICE

Don’t miss opportunity
to help others in need
You don’t have to look far to
find people in
need. There are
people all
around living
with the absence
of the physical,
the relational
and the spiritual.
JIM
The need often
seems so much
greater than the
LIFE AT ITS
ability or reBEST
sources we have
to meet it. And, on a large
scale, it is. One person can’t

GRAFF

meet the world’s needs – but
we can all make a difference
for someone.
Luke 10 teaches us how to
respond well to the needs of
others. In it, Jesus tells a
parable about a man who got
attacked by a band of robbers.
They stripped him, beat him,
and left him half-dead on the
roadside.
Soon after, a priest came by.
He saw the man lying on the

SEE GRAFF, E3

OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS

Seek, you shall find
“And I say unto you, Ask, and it will be given unto you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it will be opened unto you. For every one that
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh
it shall be opened.”

– Luke 11:9,10

Wouldn’t it be nice if I could walk down to
ocean’s edge and say, “Ocean, Jesus said I
could ask and then I would be given a fish.
Since I am just a simple fisherwoman, I
believe this, so I am asking for a 200-pound
flounder without bones.” Boy, I think that
this is the first time I caused the ocean to
ELAINE
have a rip tide as it rushed away from me.
Next, I tried to find a perfect piece of
OCEANS FOR
beach. God gave me the most requested
EMOTIONS
piece filled with boom boxes, teenagers and
others trying to seek and find. One mouthy brat even
yelled at me, “Get off of our beach, Granny. We have big
plans tonight.”
As I continued driving down the beach, I had to make a
stop. Did you know that beach bathrooms stalls have no
doors on them? There are no bathroom doors on which to

WHEAT

SEE OCEANS, E3
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WALKING: God would have to intervene if he was going to survive aftermath of sobriety
CONTINUED FROM E1
Realizing the Lord was
listening to his struggle, he
stared at the second
32-ounce bottle and wondered if this time, he could
walk away.
He’d tried to stop drinking
in the past, but painful withdrawals, violent shaking
and hallucinations always
followed, he said.
God would have to intervene if he was going to survive the aftermath of sobriety.
He finished the first beer
and held the second in his
hand.
“Lord, if you just let me
finish this second beer, I
promise I’ll never touch alcohol again.”
That moment, on April 20,
2008, Rydolph finished the
second beer, then walked
away from alcohol addiction
for the last time.
“I felt so happy, so light. It
was finally over for me, and
I could feel it. I could feel
this weight lift from my
body, and I knew I was
free,” he said. “I didn’t have
no shakes, no hallucinations, nothing. It was a miracle. Only the God I serve
could do that.”
This April will be Rydolph’s sixth anniversary of
sobriety, which he’ll celebrate from the comfort of
his second-floor, downtown
Victoria apartment.
The balcony off the master bedroom overlooks the
streets he once slept in, and
the vacant homes and
sheds he once broke into
for shelter.

Losing a father
When Rydolph’s father
died of a heart attack when
he was 18 years old, beer
became a source of solace
for the Bloomington native.
He wasn’t a stranger to
booze before his father’s
death, but the grief of losing
a parent aggravated his addiction.
By the time Rydolph was a
student at Bloomington
High School, he was drinking most mornings before
class.
“At first, I liked the taste.
But then the taste would
end up getting me drunk,
and I liked that, too,” he
said. “Pretty soon me and
my friends were drinking a
case of beer before school
every morning.”
Yet Rydolph and members
of his family didn’t see his
drinking – then – as anything more than teenage rebellion.
It wasn’t until the death of
his father, Ernest Sr., that

patches,
8-foot
wide
pipelines all served as temporary housing for Rydolph
while he was homeless.
“Basically, anywhere I’d
get tired and fall asleep was
where I’d call home,” he
said.
He became used to covering himself with tarps for
blankets and using cut
wood for pillows. He weathered the elements and critters at night, and whenever
he could earn a few dollars,
he’d spend the money on
beer.

Back at the shop

ANGELI WRIGHT/AWRIGHT@VICAD.COM

Ernest Rydolph Jr. talks to a friend in the parking lot of a gas station in Bloomington where he bought beer to take to a friend.
Rydolph has been sober for almost six years and opts to drink water or soda on visits but always brings his friend a beer to make
up for the ones he took from him over the years.
alcohol began to lead his
life.
“I was very close with my
father. He loved me. I was
his only boy,” Rydolph said.
“When I went into the hospital room to see him, I remember his eyes were gray.
I leaned in and told him I’d
do my best to take care of
Mom and my sisters.”
It was a promise Rydolph
would not keep.
Following the funeral, Rydolph went home and realized he couldn’t live at
home anymore. The memories of his father were everywhere, and he told his
mother he had to leave.
For the next several
years, Rydolph began jumping around from home to
home, staying a few nights
or weeks on a friend’s or
family member’s couch. He
was always on the move –
always with a beer in his
hand.

Street life
After dropping out of high
school, Rydolph started
working at a nearby plant.
“I was making good money until my friend asked if I
wanted to earn what I made
in a week in one day,” he
said.
The job offer was selling
crack in Bloomington. But
instead of getting paid in
cash, Rydolph said he
would get paid in drugs,
and he would be responsi-

ble for turning a profit.
“I sold to everyone –
black, white, Hispanic – it
didn’t matter,” he said. “I
was basically supplying Victoria.”
Earning thousands of dollars daily, Rydolph used the
money to pay off his two associate co-sellers. Any
money left over was used to
buy beer, prostitutes, and
the crack he eventually became addicted to.
“At that time, I was drinking a 24-case of beer for
breakfast. You’d be up two
days on crack alone, so I’d
drink constantly, the whole
time I was working,” he
said. “Every minute I had a
beer; I was never without.
Breakfast, dinner, supper,
there was beer involved;
that’s all I was working
for.”
Rydolph’s addiction became so severe, he was
eventually asked to leave
the drug-selling business.
Local authorities were also
starting to make arrests
among dealers he knew,
and he made the decision to
move on.
For the next several
years, Rydolph worked odd
jobs, handyman jobs where
he could find them and continuously moved around.
He was arrested more
than 100 times for various
charges, mostly related to
public intoxication.
“Sometimes I’d get out of

jail, and be right back in jail
by the end of the night,” he
said.
He hustled family, friends
and strangers for beer
money and cigarettes, food
and clothing. And when he
couldn’t come up with the
money to buy beer, he resorted to petty crime.
“I started snatching purses, breaking in homes,
stealing,” he said. “I’d go into stores and put beer down
my pants, I’d do just about
anything.”
Rydolph said he would go
to great lengths to remain
drunk all day, even walking
into grocery stores and
drinking beer off the
shelves.
“I’d grab a cart and put
things in the cart while
drinking the beer,” he said.
“Then I’d have the girl ring
up my groceries and pretend I didn’t have my wallet.”
When his mother, Ida Bell
Rydolph, died in 2003, Rydolph’s addiction and living
situation spiraled out of
control.
He had no money to bury
her, and he and a family
member had to dig the
grave themselves. She was
buried in a Bloomington
cemetery without a service
or headstone marker.
“That was tough on me. I
was mad when she died. I
remember throwing a beer
can in her grave,” he said.

Once again, the grief of
losing a parent overwhelmed him. The promise
he made his father at his
death bed years earlier – to
take care of his mother and
siblings – was broken.
Longtime friend and retired educator Jackie Gladney said even while she witnessed the years of Rydolph’s demise, she never
stopped believing he would
change his life.
“I didn’t know what was
going to happen to him. I
prayed for him a lot,” she
said. “And we would all do
our part. He knew he could
go to my mom’s house if he
needed to. There were so
many people in Bloomington who would take care of
him.”
When Rydolph showed up
at her home, she’d take him
to the store and buy him
groceries. Sometimes, she
would invite him to church
and encouraged him to be
baptized. Nothing helped.
“After a while, you could
see the sores getting worse
on his face. They were just
nasty looking,” Gladney recalls. “He was in bad shape,
he really was.”

The homeless life
After too many years of
asking for handouts, Rydolph started sleeping on
the streets.
Vacant homes, sheds,
pickup
trucks,
grassy

The last place he found to
live was the carpentry shop
at the corner of Moody and
Juan Linn streets.
Brian Silkey, the manager
of the shop, allowed Rydolph to use one of the
rooms inside the building,
and he spent the first several months sleeping on the
concrete floor. Since the
building was owned by
Chesnick
Furniture,
it
wasn’t long before he was
able to convince one of the
workers, Carlos De La
Cruz, of Victoria, to give
him an old twin mattress
rather than throw it away in
the garbage.
“I always said the shop
was my condo. It was home
to me,” he said, mentioning
his nine-year residence at
the property.
De La Cruz said Rydolph
was always asking him for
money and often tried getting De La Cruz to drink
with him.
“I didn’t think he could
change. I would see that
poor guy in the back of the
building asking for $5 so he
could buy a beer. It was
sad,” De La Cruz said. “Old
Ernest always looked dirty
– dirty clothes, dirty shoes.
And he drank a lot.”
Years later, Silkey hired
Rydolph for odd jobs and
helped him in whatever way
he could until Silkey’s death
a few years ago.
Rydolph lived and drank
at his “condo” for nearly a
decade before making the
decision to have God
change his life on the bricks
behind Silkey’s carpentry
shop.
That was the beginning of
the end of homeless life and
a divine transformation
that Rydolph refers to as
the “rise of the walking
dead.”
“The life I led, I wouldn’t
wish it on my worst enemy,”
he said. “I’m not supposed
to be here today. And I
thank my Lord and Savior
every day for that. He is the
only reason I’m here and
healed of addiction.”

COMMUNITY NEWS

Artist of the month named

Victoria Sembradores Educational Foundation elects officers

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Victoria Sembradores Educational Foundation
recently elected officers for 2014. The officers, from
left, are John R. Arrieta, president; Tony Garza, vice
president; Ray G. Morales, treasurer; and Louis
Rodriguez, secretary. The Victoria Sembradores
Educational Foundation is a charitable tax-exempt
501(c) 3 organization that provides scholarships to
graduating high school students. To become involved,
call 361-485-2663.

YOUR PHOTOS
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Jim Fieg has been named as artist of the month for January by
Citizens Medical Center. His work will be on display in the main
lobby throughout the month. Fieg has been involved in
photography for more than 50 years. He has operated a photo
studio, kept an active darkroom and in the last 10 years
replaced his darkroom with digital photography. He is self-taught
and learned his photo skills by reading and experimenting. He is
involved with both the Victoria Photography Club and the
Victoria Art League. Fieg teaches classes, which are open to the
public at the Victoria Art League, 905 S. Bridge St. For more
information about the classes, call Fieg at 361-576-0578.

To submit photos,
go to VictoriaAdvocate.com and upload
your digital image at
Your Photos. To have
your picture selected,
you must include detailed caption information, including the
full name and hometown of the person
featured and an explanation of the picture. You also may
mail your photographs to Your
Photos, P. O. Box
1518,
Victoria, TX 77902.

Community news items can be submitted online at VictoriaAdvocate.com, emailed
to planner@vicad.com, faxed to 361-574-1220, or mailed to Victoria Advocate, P.O.
Box 1518, Victoria, TX 77901. For information, call 361-574-1222.
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Restoring
relationship
is better than
Batman
A few weeks ago, my brother and
I had a come-to-Jesus moment.
I called him after an intense argument with my parents and left a
voicemail on his phone requesting
– pleading, really – that we fix
whatever was keeping us from having the relationship we always told
each other we’d have as adults.
A relationship like the one I have
with our sister; a relationship
that’s easy and uplifting and awkward only when
needed for comedic
dialogue.
I didn’t want to
make that call to
his voicemail, but
something inside
me beckoned; I
JENNIFER needed
my big
brother.
REVELATIONS
In my 32 years,
our relationship has
been less than perfect.
He wasn’t always kind or supportive – to put it mildly – and I’ve always felt somewhat shortchanged
in the brother department.
The best parts of his personality
and attention were always reserved for others, while somehow, I
was always – it seemed – on the receiving end of his judgment. I was
never good enough for him, at least
that’s how I always felt.
But I always yearned for a true
relationship with him. The one
where he was Batman and I was
the almost-as-equally-cool sidekick.
Instead, with me and him, there
was always this inexplicable emotional distance.
I loved him, thought the world of
him and always bragged on him as
an accomplished, successful man

PEOPLE

GRACE BY THE

GROTTO

PREYSS

SEE REVELATIONS, E3

ADVICE

We just need
to let go and
let God
I recently read a story about an
older man who was struggling with
dementia. His wife was able to get
him to make some changes in his
life to lessen the consequences, but there
was one thing she
couldn’t get him to
stop doing – driving.
One day, she knew
he was out driving
and called him to
JIM
check on him.
She said, “Don’t go
LIFE AT ITS on Highway 79. I’m
BEST
watching the news
and some guy is going the wrong way.”
He responded, “Honey, you’re too
late. I’m already on Highway 79,
and there’s not just one guy going
the wrong way. There are 10.”
This is a funny example, but the
reality is that like that man, it’s
just as easy for us to be blinded to
the fact that we’re going the wrong
direction in life.
It’s easy to live blinded to our

Contest Entry

PHOTOS BY FRANK TILLEY/FTILLEY@VICAD.COM

John Moraida’s faith journey led him to a special point in
his life when spiritual guidance came to him in troubled
times. Prayers to the saints is an important part of the
Catholic faith especially to Saint Mary, who appeared
before a peasant Juan Diego in Mexico. Saint Mary’s
apparition in 1531 in the area of modern-day Mexico City
became the patron saint of Mexico referred to as “la
Virgen de Guadalupe.” Moraida erected a small statue,
installed benches and landscaped a small area where
individuals can pray or simply enjoy the peaceful
atmosphere.

GRAFF

Man builds prayer garden for all to use
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

Every 15 minutes at Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Tivoli, the siren song
of church bells echo across town.
The bell tower sits atop the quiet,
quaint church at the end of William
Street, across from a few sleepy
houses and the occasional cat roaming the surrounding wooded lots.
It’s the perfect location for a grotto
and sanctuary garden where members can visit and meditate in
prayer.
A few years ago, in 2008, the church
received its prayer garden – an
8-by-8-foot tiled area with concrete
benches and concrete statue of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in the center.
“Guadalupe’s favorite flowers were
roses, so I wanted to put roses
around her,” said John Moraida, a
professional floral designer at Devereaux Gardens in Victoria. “It’s just
so peaceful out here, and that’s what
I wanted this place to be for those
who came.”

Moraida grew up in the Tivoli
church and has seen many priests
come and go in his 68 years.
And in that time, he’s made many
trips to William Street for quiet meditation time.
“A lot of people want to come here
and sit, but the church remains
locked most of the time,” he said.
“So, I wanted to provide a place they
could come that could be outdoors.”
Moraida’s decision to build the
grotto at Our Lady of Guadalupe was
not exclusively altruistic.
During a low period in his life in the
1970s, he was experiencing a personal and financial struggle that always
led him to pray to God and
Guadalupe.
“I asked her to help me with my
struggle, and if she did, I promised
her I’d build this for her,” Moraida
said, remembering his “promesa”
more than 25 years ago. “She helped

SEE PRAYER, E3

DID YOU KNOW
■ Our

Moraida’s decision to build the grotto of Our Lady of
Guadalupe was not exclusively altruistic. During a low
period in his life in the 1970s, he was experiencing a
personal and financial struggle that always led him to
pray to God and Guadalupe.

Lady of Guadalupe is the patron saint of Mexico and the patroness of the
Americas.
■ In Mexico, she is not only a religious icon, but a symbol of patriotism.
■ She is known as the Virgin of Guadalupe.
■ Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Tivoli first congregated around 1911.
■ The church was originally used by Latin Americans who worked the nearby land
and cleared it for agriculture.
■ The original wooden church was enlarged to the current building in a remodel
project in 1950, which took two years.

SOURCE: OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CHURCH

SEE GRAFF, E2
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The United Methodist Women of
First United Methodist of Victoria is having its 20TH ANNUAL
ARTS AND CRAFT SHOW. The
show will consist of more than
38 vendors with handcrafted
items. A lunch of King Ranch
chicken is available for $8 as
well as bake sale items from the
group’s 175th anniversary cookbook. The youth of the church
will offer face painting, snow
cones and popcorn for the kids
from 10 a.m. to noon in the
pumpkin patch, where you can
also purchase a pumpkin. Walgreens is offering flu shots in the

parlor from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Shots are free with Medicare and $31.99 for all others.

Church hosts annual picnic

First Pentecostal Church of Edna, 807 Apollo Drive, is having a
FAMILY FUN DAY from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. The event includes
inflatables, games, cakewalks, a
See more faith calendar, E3

The Lord confides in those who fear him; he makes his
covenant known to them. My eyes are ever on the Lord, for
only he will release my feet from the snare.

— Psalm 25:14-15

Sit back and enjoy the view
“And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace,
be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.”

Bethlehem Baptist Church, 1206
S. Depot St., Victoria, will have
a FALL GOSPEL MUSICAL at 6
p.m. The event is sponsored by
Dorothy Cunningham. The host
pastor is the Rev. A.L. Prince.

V E R S E O F T H E D AY

Source: verseoftheday.com

OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS

– Mark 4:39

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

St. Theresa Church is having its annual picnic
Sunday. Displaying items for the auction, from left,
are church members Martha Sembera, Pauline
Vincik, LaDelle Kolar and Barbara Holub. A turkey
and dressing meal, catered by Robert Werner, of
Shiner, with dine-in or drive-thru plates to-go for
$8. Activities include a live auction beginning at
12:30 p.m., with hand-sewn quilts, custom-built
wood yard furniture, homebaked goods and other
items. A cakewalk, country store and plants round
out the event. Raffle tickets with prizes valued at
$4,475 will be available with drawing following
the auction.

Today is the perfect weather for fishing.
The wind is calm, the sun is warm, and
my car is already packed with my fishing
tackle and lawn chairs.
My favorite fishing spot is near the bridge
at Magnolia Beach.
I love to fish there when the tide is coming
in or when the tide is going out.
ELAINE
I can always get a few bites, and sometimes, catch trout, redfish or flounder. ToOCEANS FOR
day, I am not picky. I would even like to
EMOTIONS
catch a black drum.
The calming sea gently laps upon the sand and shell as
I sit silently hoping for a fish.
The sea mist softly kisses my face, as I sit and stare at
my cork.
Today, God is the perfect artist who painted this beautiful blue sky with white fluffy clouds and some soaring,
singing seagulls.
Today, I realized that fishing may be mesmerizing,

WHEAT

SEE OCEANS, E3
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ing a MEN’S DAY CELEBRATION beginning at 3 p.m. The
kiddie train, petting zoo, con- Rev. Kevin Van Hook, pastor
cessions, horse rides, stick
of St. Peter’s Baptist Church,
horse barrel races, goat
is the guest speaker. The
scramble, candy rain from
theme is “Strong and Couraheaven and Nona’s Country
geous Men Moving Forward
Store. An auction is planned
for God,” Joshua 1:9. The
for 11 a.m. Admission is free, Rev. Zettie F. Woodson is the
and visitors may purchase
host pastor. For more infortickets for the day’s activities. mation call 361-575-3774.
A $20 wristband will be sold
MONDAY
for unlimited access to all activities and inflatables (except Bethlehem Baptist Church,
1206 Depot St., Victoria, is
games and cakewalks). Proceeds benefit Edna Christian having a BARBECUE DINNER
Academy. Everyone welcome. SALE from 11 a.m. until sold
out. Plates are $8 each and
Palestine Missionary Baptist include one-half of a chicken
Church Bible Band is having a with all the trimmings.
TURKEY AND DRESSING DINTUESDAY
NER AND BAKE SALE from 10
PRAYER
CIRCLE
will meet
a.m. to 2 p.m. or until sold
out. Dinners are $7 each with from 10 to 11 a.m. at Incarnate Word Convent, 1101 N.E.
all the trimmings. Delivery
available with the purchase of Water St., Victoria, in the
Amor Meus Prayer Room.
six or more dinners. For
Prayer Circle’s offer opportumore information, call the
church at 361-573-6173. The nities for groups to meet regRev. Gregory O. Wyatt is the ularly to pray with different
forms of prayer: Lectio Divina,
host pastor.
Centering Prayer, ContemplaMount Nebo Missionary Bap- tive Prayer, the rosary, etc.
This hour of prayer includes
tist Church is having its ANNUAL MEN’S DAY. The theme reading, reflecting and sharing of Scripture. Contact Sr.
is “Christian Men Building a
Emilie Eilers 361-575-7111
Strong Church,” Matthew
16:18. The guest pastor and for more information.
church for the 3 p.m. service
Glenn Hunter, organist and
is the Rev. Herman Barnes
music director at the First
and the Mt. Zion Baptist
United Methodist Church,
Church of Robstown.
407 N. Bridge St., Victoria,
SUNDAY
will perform a free SPOOKY
ORGAN CONCERT at 7:30
St. Theresa’s Church is hostp.m. It will be a combination
ing it’s ANNUAL PICNIC CELof classical and contempoEBRATION. Raffle tickets are
rary organ music, including
available for cash prizes and
spooky tunes often heard in
gift certificates. Other activities include a live auction with Halloween-themed films. The
public is welcome to attend.
items including quilts, cusFor more information contact
tom-built furniture, homemade goods and baked goods, Ruth Williams at
a country store and cakewalk. 361-573-6926.
No admission fee, and turkey
FRIDAY THROUGH
lunch meals with all the trimOCT. 26
mings will be sold for $8 and
drive-thru is available for
St. Patrick Church in Seadrift
plates to-go. Meal is catered of is having its ANNUAL
Robert Werner, of Shiner.
TURKEY DINNER AND
FUNDRAISER. The turkey dinScruggs Chapel United
ner will be served Sunday
Methodist Church is celebeginning at 11 a.m. Activbrating its 131ST CHURCH
ities of the day include a rafANNIVERSARY during the 3
fle, bake sale and egg rolls.
p.m. service. The guest
Plates are $8 each and conspeaker is the Rev. Willie
sist of turkey, homemade
Copeland of Shiloh Mission- dressing, sweet potatoes and
ary Baptist Church in Edna.
green beans with all the trimmings. A rummage sale will
Webster Chapel United
start Friday from 9 a.m. to 2
Methodist Church, 405 S.
p.m. and will continue on
Wheeler St., Victoria, is hav- Saturday at 9 a.m. in the old

PRAYER
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me during that time, and
gave me the peace I needed.”
Except he wasn’t at
peace.
Each time he remembered his promesa to
Guadalupe and his childhood church, he was overwhelmed with guilt that he
didn’t build the prayer garden.
“It haunted me,” Moraida
said. “I thought about it all
the time.”

REVELATIONS
CONTINUED FROM E1
and a doting father and
husband.
But he wasn’t so much in
the brother department.
At least, not until recently.
Later, on my drive home,
he called me back.
He listened to my voicemail, and said he was excited to hear me say I
wanted to fix things between us.
And so we talked – for
two hours.
And he apologized – with
his whole heart – for any
wrongs he brought on my
life or to my life and asked
if I would forgive him.

hall. The final day of the
Victoria Christian Assistance
rummage sale will be Sunday Ministry is having an OPEN
during the turkey dinner.
HOUSE at 2 p.m. Stop by for
refreshments and learn more
OCT. 25
about the services that they
Gods Church of Restoration, provide to those in need in Vic401 E. North St., Victoria, is toria County. For more inforhaving its ANNUAL TURKEY
mation please call the Victoria
AND DRESSING DINNER at 11 Christian Assistance Ministry
a.m. Plates are $8 each and
office at 361-572-0048.
include turkey and dressing
and all the trimmings. Free
St Peter’s Catholic Church,
delivery with the purchase of 306 Hickory St., Blessing, is
10 or more plates. Tickets
having its annual BARBECUE
must be purchased on or be- TURKEY AND DRESSING DINfore Oct. 20 to ensure your
NER. Serving will start at 11
plates. For tickets or more
a.m. at the parish hall with
information, call Harold
dine-in or drive-thru availThomas 361-655-2173.
able. Plates are $10 each.
The menu includes barbecue
AMOR MEUS SILENT GUIDED turkey, dressing, green
RETREAT will be from 9:30
beans, sweet potatoes, crana.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Incarberry sauce, dessert and tea.
nate Word Convent, 1101
The live auction will start at
N.E. Water St., Victoria. The
12:30 p.m. Other activities
theme is “One Friend Speaks include a raffle and country
with Another: Ignatian Ways store. The Mass will be at
of Praying.” Two conferences 9:30 a.m.
on a spiritual topic will be
presented. The schedule pro- Zion Evangelical Lutheran
vides for Eucharist liturgy or Church, 547 County Road
Communion service with
146 off Highway 90-A, about
time for prayer, walking, re8 miles from Hallettsville, in
flecting, spiritual guidance
Sublime hosting the
and reconciliation. All are
Tri-County Cooperative Minwelcomed. Register by callistries annual REFORMATION
ing 361-575-7111.
FESTIVAL at 4 p.m. Enjoy a
barbecue meal with fixings,
OCT. 25-26
activities, musical entertainMinnehulla Baptist Church,
ment by a German Band and
3572 U.S. Highway 59 N., Go- the contemporary music
liad, is celebrating “How We
group Kindred Spirit and
Survived ... Then and Now,”
worship. Everyone is welduring its 144TH CHURCH AN- come to attend. The Rev. Dr.
NIVERSARY AND HOMECOM- Ray Tiemann, Bishop of the
ING SERVICES. Activities will Southwestern Texas Synod,
begin Saturday at 2:30 p.m.
will be the guest speaker.
with a reunion choir reTickets are $6.50 per person.
hearsal. All former members
Tickets are available from any
of Minnehulla and anyone
of the TCCM congregations –
else who would like to join the Witting, Sublime, Moulton,
choir are asked to do so. The
Prairie Valley and Weimar or
choir will be under the direcreserve tickets by contacting
tion of J.C. Edwards, of San
Marty Maloney at
Antonio; Vicki Youngblood, of 361-798-0528 or Pastor Herb
Cologne; and Shelia Edwards, Beyer at 361-798-0155 or
of Goliad. Sunday’s activities
e-mail at tccm@cvctx.com.
begin at 9:30 a.m. at the
church with Sunday school,
St John Evangelical Lutheran
worship at 11 a.m. where Dr.
Church, 1764 Meyersville
Ira E. Antoine Jr., pastor of the Road, Meyersville, is having
church, will bring the morning PASTOR MARK C. CHAVEZ,
message. Homecoming activ- GENERAL SECRETARY OF
ities will conclude at 3 p.m. in THE NORTH AMERICAN
an afternoon worship where
LUTHERAN CHURCH AS A
the Rev. Arthur Lane and the
SPECIAL GUEST. There will be
St. Matthew Missionary Bap- a Mission Feast after the
tist Church of Corpus Christi
10:15 a.m. service, with the
will be special guests. Every- church supplying the meat
one is invited to attend all of
and the congregation bringthe activities.
ing side dishes and desserts.
The public is invited to join us
OCT. 26
for the service and the meal.

While working in the floral
industry for decades, using
his gifts for gardening and
floral design for others,
Moraida said he knew he
would never be at peace until he fulfilled his promise.
So in 2008, he spent $2,200
for the supplies and plants
he needed and built the garden on the front, left side of
the church.
“I chose plants that I knew
wouldn’t need much care,”
he said, mentioning he
makes it out to Tivoli about
once a month to maintain
the garden.
He chose cactus plants,
palm
trees,
Indian

hawthorn and pink knock
out roses.
“What’s amazing to me is
the roses turned red, which
I originally wanted to put
red roses out here rather
than pink,” he said. “So
even the roses turning red
is a miracle to me.”
The Rev. Paulson Antony
Panakal, the priest of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, said
Moraida’s gift to the church
has been well received
among members.
“It is very nice and people
like it,” he said, in a pronounced Indian accent. “We
enjoy it very much.”
Moraida said since the

garden’s erection in 2008,
he’s seen many people
come by and visit. They
leave ornaments on the
statue and light candles
around the garden. They
use the quiet space to think
and pray and spend time in
the sunlight.
And that’s what Moraida
truly wanted to give others
– the peace that Guadalupe
had given him.
“I could have given the
church money, a check for
$2,200, but this way this will
be here long after I’m
gone,” he said. “And I got to
use my gardening gifts to
complete the job.”

And he didn’t do this
quickly.
He listened to me express how and why I was
hurt by him in the past,
and why it has been so difficult for me to open up
around him.
I could hear in his voice,
his heart was pure.
He heard me. He cared
that he hurt me and understood that he needed to
change.
He confessed God has
been working on him, his
pride and showing him
how the ugly parts of his
personality have stymied
relationships.
And one of those relationships was ours.
So just like that, in a moment of one of the most

sincere experiences of asking for forgiveness (a moment that I believe made
Jesus smile and Satan
shake his head with anger),
we agreed we’d move forward and start fresh.
Since the exchange of
apologies that day in the
car, I feel like I’ve been introduced to an entirely
new person.
I have a brother who calls
almost every day, and wants
to know about my life.
He’s been there to talk
about troubled times, or offer advice about exciting,
upcoming events, like purchasing my first home.
In a word, he’s become
my hero.
He’s become the brother
I’ve always wanted and

needed in my life. The protector every little sister desires of their big brother.
And that’s way cooler
than Batman.

CONTINUED FROM E1

especially at my age.
I am here on the beach
front relaxing in a lawn chair
with my rod and reel laid
across my lap while I am
once again enjoying another
“Oceans for Emotions.”
I remember when I was
young, I would go out fishing
in my boat or wade fish into
Powderhorn Lake or near
Cox’s Pier at Port Aransas,
Rockport or Port O’Connor.
I would go looking for the
fish. It was a lot of fun but
also a lot of work. Sometimes, I fished at night on a
lighted pier or at dawn or
sundown under a pink sky.
Thank you, Lord, for this
time in my life where I can
enjoy the ocean from my
lawn chair and still be perfectly peaceful and happy
waiting for the fish to come
to me.

Dear Lord, thanks for that
one big flounder I caught
today. Thank You also for
a lifetime of fun fishing
trips. But today, I appreciate this easy and mesmerizing fishing time.
If you would like to buy
the book “Oceans for
Emotions,” Vol. 3 for $10,
please call the Victoria
Advocate at 361 575-1451.
It may make a good gift,
one size

Jennifer Preyss is the
faith editor for the Victoria Advocate. You can
reach her at
361-580-6535, jenniferpreyss.com, or on Twitter @jenniferpreyss
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LESSONS

May your
Christmas
lights shine
bright
It’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas.
At least, that’s what I’ve been
saying to myself since Dec. 1.
I wake up each morning and hope
I’ll see more lights on homes and
retail buildings, more twinkling
trees in windows as
I drive through the
city.
But alas, this
Christmas, has not
been so bright – literally.
Are we losing our
JENNIFER Christmas
spirit?
Is it becoming too
REVELATIONS expensive to pay
the elevated electric
bills from all the excess interior
and exterior home lights?
Are we becoming a bunch of
Scrooges?
Gee, I hope not.
(That’s what someone non-Scroogy would say, right?)
I’ve considered the non-Christmas feeling and my lack of Christmas cheer may be a side effect of
unusual circumstances.
I’m not visiting family this year, so
I can focus on moving.
And my brother is flying in on
Christmas Eve to help me paint
and remodel on Christmas Day. So
there’s no unwrapping of gifts or
Christmas coffee and 24 hours of
“A Christmas Story.”
I’m making an effort to get some
kind of tree up for my little nephew
and a few wrapped gifts under the
tree, so he’ll have some kind of
normal Christmas, even if he’ll be

PEOPLE

UKRAINIAN MURALIST DOES

GOD’S WORK

PREYSS

SEE REVELATIONS, E3

ADVICE

Ask God to
work in your life
At the end of each year, as great
as it has been, we all dream
about ways the next one can be
even better. We all
want more of God’s
blessings in our
lives. The good news
is God wants the
same for us. He
wants His favor to
rest on each and evJIM
ery one of our lives
in a way it never has
LIFE AT ITS before.
BEST
Psalm 5:12 says
God’s favor is like an
invisible shield that surrounds us
wherever we go. I like to think of
it as God smiling on my life. Or
like the sign in my mother-in-law’s kitchen that reads,
“God loves you, but I’m His favorite.”
Of course, God doesn’t really
pick favorites, but He does grant
favor to those who ask Him for it,
and to those who live in a way
that causes that favor to come to
pass.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was
a perfect example of someone

Contest
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Restoration work continues at Our Lady of Lourdes where Ukrainian artist Bogdan Chernetskiy can be found climbing over scaffolding to
reach the upper portions of columns, painting murals that form part of the altar area.

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church receives makeover by artist
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

He climbs the metal scaffolding – stepping over the high metal side bars – and
stands eye level with an ornate column
capital.
It’s one of many wide, cream pillars
lining the rectangular sanctuary in Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church.
Each awaits a marbling makeover by
master muralist Bogdan Chernetskiy,
originally of Ternopil, Ukraine.
“I eventually want to paint the ceiling,” said Chernetskiy, 58, in a noticeable eastern European cadence.
Glancing upward at the convex plafond, he continues, “If I do, it might be
the best work of my life.”

The artist has completed 22 churches
in his lifetime, each one taking years to
finish.
Last year to a packed congregation,
he unveiled phase one of the mural behind the altar, a depiction of the apparition of Mother Mary to Bernadette
Soubirous, a shepherd girl of Lourdes,
France, in 1858.
It’s the scene to which the church
takes its name.
He’s been gone for a year, living in
Cleveland, Ohio, but he’s returned to
finish painting the surrounding walls of
the sanctuary, so that even those in the
farthest pew will have a view of the
artist’s work.
“Art is evidence the church is alive,”

he said. “All I ever wanted to accomplish with my work was for people to be
able to sit and know their surroundings
are alive and changing just for them.”
Making a career of religious art and
Michaelangelo-esque church murals
has certainly been a prodigious feat for
the Ukranian, who was born to an atheist nation with prohibitive views toward
religion.
He and his family were Ukrainian
Greek Catholic, yet the open practice of
religion in public and in the media were
punishable offenses.
Those who practiced in public forum
or attempted the display of religious

SEE MURALIST, E3

GRAFF

Freelance artist
Bogdan Chernetskiy,
originally from
Ternopil, Ukraine, is in
the process of
painting several
murals and other
artwork at Our Lady
of Lourdes Catholic
Church in Victoria.

SEE GRAFF, E3
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FAITH CALENDAR
SATURDAY

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH, 604 Martin
Luther King St., in Edna, will have a
service with song, dance and a skit
presented by the Shiloh youth department at 5 p.m. Total Praise from Faith
Temple Church of God in Christ in Edna will be the guest. There will be a
Christmas party after the service.

Convent, 1101 N.E. Water St., from 5
to 5:45 p.m. in the Convent Chapel.
Solemn Vespers is the liturgical
evening prayer of the church. This
prayer focuses on praying the Psalms,
giving thanks for the day and offering
praise to God. Vespers conclude with
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

Palestine Missionary Baptist Church,
608 E. Convent St., is having a
Miori Lane Baptist Church is having
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT at 5 p.m. The
DRIVE-UP PRAYER every Saturday at
theme is “Something Happening in
10 a.m. Everyone is welcome to come Bethlehem.” Everyone is welcome. For
and allow us to pray for you.
more information, call the church at
361-573-6173. The host pastor is the
SUNDAY
Amor Meus Spirituality Center is offer- Rev. Gregory O. Wyatt.
ing SOLEMN VESPER ON THE SUNHoly Family Catholic Church is having
DAYS OF ADVENT at Incarnate Word
a CHRISTMAS PROGRAM, CHRISTMAS

COMES BUT ONCE A YEAR, at 7:30
p.m. The event is free and the public
is invited. For more information, call
361-573-5304.
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church,
1206 S. Depot St., is observing its annual CHOIR DAY at 3:30 p.m. The
guest preacher is Vernon J. Garza,
pastor of Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church accompanied by the Mt.
Calvary choir, ushers and congregation. The musical director is Augrey
Jones and president director is Annette Moore.
Mount Salem Baptist Church, 609 E.
North St., will have its SON
See more faith calendar, E3

V E R S E O F T H E D AY
[Zechariah prophesied concerning John,] “You, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you
will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through
the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God."

— Luke 1:76-78
Source: verseoftheday.com

Catching fish brings joy
“Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto Him, we
also go with thee.”

– John 21:3

It’s been a long time since I have been
this excited over Christmas.
As I am preparing for Christmas, I just
bought my great-grandson, Joseph, his very
first fishing rod and reel. Of course, my
granddaughter, Marilyn Elaine, is also getting a new rod and reel.
After all, I think a new rod and reel is
ELAINE
even better than gold, frankincense and
myrrh.
OCEANS FOR
I can’t wait to teach my 6-year-old grandEMOTIONS
son Joseph to fish. The first thing he told
me, “Granny, I can’t use a rod and reel because I am
afraid of hooks.”
I answered, “Well, Joseph, that’s good because I’m
afraid of hooks, too. So, we will start learning by casting
weighted corks without any hooks.”
After we have mastered that, and we never hit ourselves or anybody else with corks, then we will add hooks.

WHEAT

SEE OCEANS, E3
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COMMUNITY NEWS

CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE

Fellowship
Bible
Church
receives
cross
donation

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO BY JEANIE BAUER

Clayton Lopez, pastor of Fellowship Bible
Church, left, Jeanie Bauer and Mike
Parker are shown with a cross donated to
the church. The cross was donated by
Bauer who purchased it at the Bluebonnet
Youth Ranch Charity Auction. The cross is
made of Mexican Creme Slate from Cabo
San Lucas, Gold Mookite Jasper from
Morocco, Citrine Crystals from Brazil and
Rose Rocks from Oklahoma. The artist is
Lisa Barkley, of Austin. The cross is
displayed in the foyer of the church.

Contest Entry

MURALIST
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views outside a church
building risked imprisonment, physical harm, or exile to Siberia.
“Everyone was watching
everyone ... To be a member
of a church or declare your
religion openly was not allowed. The KGB would punish people or their children
if this happened,” he said,
remembering. “There was
one church I remember we
would go into, but it wasn’t
the same. Everyone had to
be anonymous.”
Chernetskiy never suspected he would graduate
at the top of his art school
years later, the National

Academy of Fine Arts and
Architecture, only to leave
Ukraine and settle in the
United States to create religious mural art for a living.
He had been hired to complete church art assignments in Ukraine and Russia, but all of his jobs had to
be done in secret.
When he came to the U.S.
on a refugee visa, he experienced for the first time a
country with religious freedom.
“I didn’t have to hide anymore,” he said, mentioning
his initial living quarters
were in the basement of the
first church he was employed to mural. “I became
a warrior against satanic
forces and decided to use
my art to bless others.”
Neatly laying the gold

pieces against the capital,
he says his work often carries over into the wee hours
of the night.
He aims for perfection of
the colors and movement of
the mural, and if it’s not
right, he’ll start over.
Mary Cox, chairwoman of
the church’s sanctuary
restoration project, said
Chernetskiy painted the low
ceilings of the sanctuary
three times before he approved the color.
“He said, ‘No, that’s not
right, let’s do it again,’ and
he painted it again and
again until he found the
right shade of blue,” Cox
said. “He mixes all the colors himself, and you can see
that everything he touches
is just beautiful.”
Chernetskiy believes God

has allowed him to use his
artistic abilities to spread
joy and contentment. And
he knows his artistic abilities provide a calming
space for people to gather
that encourages brightness,
kindness and a spirit of
God.
“Church is a living spirit;
it’s not just a building,” he
said. “I still believe you can
reach God in any grotto,
barn, or another place that
isn’t a church. But there is
life in art, too.”
Chernetskiy hopes when
the painting is complete at
Our Lady of Lourdes, people will be inspired by the
artistic hand of God.
“I want them to know God
is the creator of all this. I
am just the hand to glorify
him,” he said.

FROM A NEWS RELEASE

Dec. 21
■

Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Witting
79 County Road 277
Christmas Celebration
8 a.m.

Christmas Eve Communion &
Candlelight Services
St. Peter Lutheran
Church of Prairie
Valley, West Point
640 Prairie Valley Road,
off state Highway 71
5 p.m.
■ Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
547 County Road 146, off
alternate state Highway
90, Sublime
■

OCEANS
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The next thing I picture
in my mind is my grandson Joseph holding up his
first fish. I remember
when my Marilyn Elaine
caught her first fish, and I
also remember when her
dad, Brad, caught his first
fish. And I even remember when I caught my
first fish – only I used a
cane pole. It is always a

6 p.m.
Zion Lutheran
Church
307 N. Hackberry St. ,
Moulton
7 p.m.
■ Faith Lutheran
Church
615 S. Eagle St.,
Weimer
8 p.m.
For more information,
contact Pastor Herb Beyer 361-798-0155 or beyerfam@hughes.net). Holy
Communion is open to all
baptized persons receiving the Sacrament in
their particular tradition.
No one is ever turned
away.
■

big celebration.
The same silly proud
grins show up on each
face like an inherited trait.
Dear Lord, thanks for
the past, present and
our hopes for the future special moments.
If you would like to
buy the book, “Oceans
for Emotions,” Vol. 3
for $10, call the Victoria Advocate at
361-575-1451.

FAITH CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM E1

will include the Christmas
story, according to the
CELEBRATION DAY during the
Gospels of Luke and John,
11 a.m. worship service. There music by St. Peter’s choir
will be a special program by
and instrumentalists, the celchildren of Mt. Salem and
ebration of Holy Communion
friends. There will be a special
and the singing of traditional
preaching guest, the Rev. Lloyd Christmas hymns – including
A. Pullam, of Denton. Light re- “Silent Night” – by candlefreshments will be served after light. Members of the comthe morning service.
munity are invited to attend.
Contact 361-645-2922 or visEVANGELIST GENE AND MOit stpetersander.org.
NIA SUMMERS will be minisWEDNESDAY
tering at Family Worship CenThe One New Man Church,
ter, 501 Sam Houston Drive,
at 10:30 a.m. Everyone is in- 1603 Port Lavaca Drive, is
having a HANUKKAH CELEvited to attend.
BRATION at 7 p.m. Bring you
TUESDAY
family and Menorah if you
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,
have one. We will speak
1545 E. Farm-to-Market Road blessings into our families
1961, in Ander will have a
and honor Jesus. This is a
time to rededicate yourself to
Christmas Eve Candlelight
God and start fresh in your
Service at 8 p.m. The service walk. All are welcome. This is

GRAFF
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who walked in God’s favor.
I mean, how much better
can you get than being
chosen by God to carry
His Son?
But Mary didn’t just get
chosen randomly, and the
promises God gave her
weren’t fulfilled because of
chance. She made conscious decisions to bring
God’s favor into her life –
decisions we all can make.
The first is that she kept
a pure heart that believed
even when she wanted to
doubt.
After the angel first appeared to Mary and told
her she would carry God’s
Son, she could’ve doubted.
At that point, she had a ma-

REVELATIONS
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too young to remember 20
years from now.
So maybe that’s why it
doesn’t feel like Christmas.
I haven’t prioritized it.
Or maybe we’re all just a
little less cheery this year?
I have to believe that
we’re not letting our
Christmas spirits die.
I’ve seen miracles happen this season, personally,

not a Jewish synagogue. We
are a nondenominational
church with an emphasis on
the Jewish roots of our
Christianity.
A CHRISTMAS EVE FESTIVAL
SERVICE WITH CANDLELIGHT
AND HOLY COMMUNION will
be celebrated at Christ the
Victor Lutheran Church, 202
Stanly St., at 7 and 10 p.m.
We invite everyone to worship and rejoice with us in
song as we listen to Scripture telling of the birth of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

events and religious
fundraisers for the Faith
Calendar must be posted to
the online calendar at VictoriaAdvocate.com by 12 p.m.
Tuesday, because of the
Christmas holiday, for publication in Saturday’s Faith
section. Email Faith pictures
to faith@vicad.com.
Regularly occurring
church services, Bible
studies and classes will be
posted on our online calendar only.

THURSDAY

Miori Lane Baptist Church is
having a FREE CHRISTMAS
LUNCH at noon. Everyone is
welcome.
Special services, religious

jor choice to make. She
could either resist the
words of God or she could
receive them with an open
heart. She could let those
words die, or she could let
them drop like a seed in her
heart and begin to grow until they gave birth to something beautiful. Thankfully,
she chose the latter.
Just like in Mary’s life, for
God’s favor to work in our
lives, we too have to receive
His promises with an open
heart. God’s favor on the
outside always starts on
the inside – in our hearts.
The second thing Mary
did that brought God’s favor on her life was live
with a servant spirit. She
didn’t live for her own
agenda. She didn’t say,
“God, I want to make this
decision,” or “I am going
to handle this that way.”

Instead, she simply answered, “I am the Lord’s
servant. Let it be to me
as you have said.”
How do you act when God
asks something of you? Do
you respond begrudgingly
or do you respond with a
spirit like Mary’s?
This season, I encourage
you to take time and think
about the life of Mary. Ask
God to work in your life like
He worked in hers. Then
commit yourself to living
with a believing heart and
a servant’s spirit.
As you do, I am believing with you that 2015 will
be your best year yet – a
year of incredible, undeniable favor.

that prove people have
hearts of gold, and they
yearn to celebrate the joy
of the season.
And I guess I don’t want
to let go of that.
I don’t want the joy of
Christmas, the lights, the
food the smiles, the carols,
to fade into the abyss.
I want a few more days of
Christmas.
A few more days of lights.
So here’s a request from
my inner Christmas child:
If you haven’t put those
Christmas lights up, or that

wreath on your door, you
still have five days to dress
up your house for Santa.
And if not this year, let’s
all shoot for a glistening
city next Christmas.
Merry Christmas to all.
I hope your trees burn
bright until February.

Jim Graff is the senior
pastor of Faith Family
Church in Victoria. Visit myffc.com.
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