P.O. Box 1518 Victoria, Texas 77902
361-574-1271 361-574-1220 Fax
ccobler@vicad.com

January 3, 2011

Dear Religion Newswriters Association judges,
Victoria Advocate faith reporter Jennifer Preyss loves her beat. She shows that regularly with
her daily assignments and with her in-depth features for our Saturday faith section.
She covers this important beat better than any reporter we've ever had on it. She cares deeply
about her subjects and the issues explored, and it shows. Our readers let us know how much
they enjoy her work and appreciate she's writing about what truly matters to them.
The three stories submitted her reflect what she's doing week in and week out at the
Advocate. She also writes a weekly faith column called "Revelations" that shares her
personal journey.
Jennifer's takes the time to get to know her subjects and gain their trust, as evidenced by the
depth of her features. These are stories that would otherwise go untold in our community if
not for Jennifer's strong work on her beat.
Thank you for considering Jennifer as the Cassels Religion Reporter of the Year and giving
us the opportunity to honor her. The Victoria Advocate has a daily circulation of about
30,000.
Sincerely,

Chris Cobler
Editor
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LESSONS

1, 2, 3,
dance

Last Sunday, I had the pleasure
(and yes, it really was a pleasure)
to attend a seniors polka dance in
DaCosta for an assignment I was
working on. As I entered the
dim-lighted dance hall, I
immediately
scanned the long
dance floor.
At least three or
four couples, more
than 20 years older
than my parents,
were spinning and
JENNIFER twirling around the
hardwood floor;
REVELATIONS their faces lit up
like I’ve never seen
on a group of senior citizens.
I stood and watched the dancing
couples for a minute, hoping in my
old age I’d be the kind of lady who
desires to get all gussied up in
frilly dresses and high heels and
let my man twirl me around a
dance floor.
After initial introductions to the
Polka and Waltz Dance Club ladies
I was there to interview, I walked
around the dance hall chatting
with some of the dancers. It didn’t
take long for me to realize when a
person enters a polka dance,
they’re required to get on the
floor.
“Here’s your partner, he’s going
to show you how to polka,” one of
the dance organizers said to me,
approaching me from behind.
Recoiling a bit at the surprise
attack, I responded, “Uh ... Uh ... I
really, really, really, don’t know
how to do it.”
I thought my explanation would
suffice, but as I continued to
resist, I found myself being drug
out to the dance floor and taking
the polka position.

PREYSS

SEE REVELATIONS, E3

EVENT

Houston hosts
national
prayer service
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

In response to what Gov. Rick
Perry, R-Texas, describes as a national crisis of financial, social and
moral peril, a day-long prayer service will be held next month.
The Response: A call to prayer
for a nation in crisis, is open to the
public and will be held Aug. 6. at
Reliant Stadium in Houston from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Perry said the event aims to gather Americans in one united space
to pray and fast for the nation, and
reflect upon the future of the country.
“Right now, America is in crisis:
We have been besieged by financial
debt, terrorism and a multitude of
natural disasters,” the governor
said in a press release. “As a nation, we must come together and
call upon Jesus to guide us
through unprecedented struggles
and thank Him for the blessings of

SEE PRAYER, E3

MUSIC

HIP-HOP
and Jesus

Keep It Real Youth Ministry will host
a GARAGE SALE at First Baptist
Church, 84 S. Stegall St., Lolita,
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. To donate
items, contact Dan Brunson at
361-571-7058 or 361-874-4151.
Shiloh Baptist Church will host a
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT at the
Edna High School Gym from 11
a.m. to midnight. Admission: adults
and children $2.
First Baptist Church, Point Comfort,
will host YOUTH FOR JESUS SWIM
FEST at the Point Comfort swimming pool from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Admission is free. The event will include Christian music, fun and food.

Jarrell Flowers said his
music is a tool for
spreading the message
of Christianity. “I believe
the Gospel is for
everybody,” he said.
“It’s for the saved
people, it’s for the lost
people.”

Artist uses
music as tool
to spread gospel
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

SAN ANTONIO – Hovering
around a mixing board in the
production room of San Antonio-based Studio M, Christian
rap artist Jarrell Flowers
bobbed his head to the beat.
Entranced in the production
process of his upcoming song,
“Save Us,” Flowers glanced
to the seat next to him, at Studio M producer Ron Morales,
and said, “It’s good, man, it’s
good. It sounds like it’s hitting
pretty well.”
“It’s gonna be hot when it’s
done, Jarrell,” Morales responded, gliding his mouse
over a duel monitor flat
screen, playing around with
various pitches of the word
“holy.”
Studio M’s main recording
room is gray and dim; a black
leather sofa sits in the rear of
the room, eager for spectators. In front of Flowers and
Morales, and their oversized
sound board, a soundproof
glass partition separates the
production room from the
recording den filled with
state-of-the-art instruments
and microphone equipment.
For Flowers, the recording
studio is a church; his raps, a
tool to spread the gospel.
And while rap isn’t traditionally synonymous with uplifting and positive messages
about walking right with God,
Flowers said hip-hop can be
used as any other tool to
spread the gospel of Jesus.
“People hear Christian and
rap and think they just can’t
go together,” Flowers said.
“It’s not mainstream, but
there’s a growing number of
people who are increasingly
wanting to hear something
different.”
Flowers, 28, has spent hundreds of hours with Morales
at Studio M, laying down vocal tracks on his current

SEE HIP-HOP, E3

Flowers listens to his own music while editing at Studio M, a recording studio in San Antonio in June 10.

UPCOMING SHOWS FOR JARRELL FLOWERS
■ Sunday,

“I’ve never been a thug,
I’ve never been any of that
stuff that rap music
normally portrays,” said
Flowers. In contrast,
Flowers said he was
religious from an early age,
has no interest in illegal
drugs, and was a virgin on
his wedding night.

FAITH CALENDAR
SATURDAY

PHOTOS: TODD KRAININ/
TKRAININ@VICAD.COM

July 3 at 6:30 p.m. – Cornerstone Church, San Antonio; TBN City-Wide Youth
Night with Josh Radford and more
■ Saturday, July 16 at 4 p.m. – ATT Center, San Antonio; 2-City Transformation Kickoff
■ Saturday, July 23 at 6 p.m. – Venue to be announced, San Antonio; Barrier Breakers
with C-Flo
■ Sunday, July 24 at 6 p.m. – Victory Chapel, San Antonio; Barrier Breakers with C-Flo
■ Saturday, July 30 at 2 p.m. – Texas Ski Ranch, New Braunfels – Jesus Jam Fest
■ For more information, visit www.freedommusicgroup.com, or Freedom Music Group
fan page on Facebook.

ONLINE VIDEO
To see video of of Jarrell Flowers at Studio M,
go to www.VictoriaAdvocate.com and click on the story.

OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS

YOUR PHOTO

Fishing, floating and finding God

Featuring Christian Rapper Eric
Marino. Contact First Baptist
Church, Point Comfort,
361-987-2710.

After this, I looked and behold, a door was opened in Heaven.
– Revelations 4:1

SUNDAY
Palestine Missionary Baptist
Church, 608 E. Convent St. will host
its ANNUAL NURSES AND USHERS
DAY at 3 p.m. The guest speaker
will be the Rev. Fred Hobbs, of
Mount Nebo Missionary Baptist
Church. The Nurses and Ushers
Ministries invite you to come and
march in the Ushers and Nurses
March. Alfred Williams is the ushers
president and Bobbie Bosier is the
nurses president. The Rev. G.O.
Wyatt is the host pastor.
See more faith calendar, E3

V E R S E O F T H E D AY
O land, land, land, hear the word of the Lord.

— Jeremiah 22:29 (NIV)
Source: www.verseoftheday.com

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

John Wesley United Methodist Church, 8300
N.E. Zac Lentz Parkway, will host its summer
games party from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on July 14.
A light meal and door prizes are included in the
$7.50 admission. Bring your group and games.
For reservations, call Maxine Mathias at
361-578-6474 or Evelyn Williams at
361-575-5846. Party planners, from left, are
Evelyn Williams, Maxine Mathias, Lavonia McRae
and Peggy Stewart.

Today, it was too hot to fish off my favorite little pier,
but I did it anyway. It was so hot that I must have baked
my brain, and I started imagining that any
fish that I caught would probably come out
poached, and all I would have to do is
throw a couple of potatoes in the water, and
I could sit right there and have lunch.
Tooooo hot!
When my 30 weight sun screen began to
boil on my sun soaked skin, I finally decidELAINE
ed to quit. When I put all my gear in the
car that had also absorbed so much sun
OCEANS FOR
that I was afraid that getting in it would
EMOTIONS
leave the rest of me well done, I decided
that I had to do something to cool down and do it quick.
My ocean never fails me, so I just walked right out in it
and basted myself in a lovely salt water marinade. I really thought I heard myself sizzle as I sunk in. Compared
to me, the water felt cool, and it invited me to stay a
while and play, something most fishermen never do, play
in the water.

WHEAT

SEE OCEANS, E3
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HIP-HOP: Young rapper hopes to continue making music for God, attracting people to Christ
CONTINUED FROM E1
album “The Freedom Project,” and his upcoming album, which has not yet been
titled. Each of the albums
exclusively feature songs
about surrendering to Jesus.
“Jarrell is one of the pickier guys I’ve worked with.
We’ll spend hours going over
each thing,” Morales said.
“The way technology is
these days, you can do
amazing things in the mix
process.”
Flowers’
passion
for
spreading the message of
Jesus through rap sends
him across Texas. And with
many friends in the Victoria
area, he’s often invited to
perform at various church
events across town. Last
month, Parkway Church invited Flowers to perform for
a group of about 40
teenagers at their One Retreat hosted at the Spiritual
Renewal Center. With a microphone in one hand, and
aviator sunglasses on his
face, Flowers rapped “White
Rags,” “Memories” and oth-

er songs from “The Freedom Project,” introducing
an
excited
group
of
teenagers to the message of
God.
Many of the retreat attendees were non-Christians,
yet they were able to get
hyped about Flowers’ rap
beats, even spinning white
rags above their heads as
the music played.
“Through this tool, they
can be exposed to some
truths they wouldn’t have
been exposed to, otherwise,”
said Flowers, who works
with youth in his own San
Antonio-based church Faith
Outreach. “The goal is to
connect the dots behind the
music ... to teach them the
lifestyle of Christianity, not a
religion.”
It’s easy for Flowers to
teach that lifestyle because
he lives his Christian faith
every day.
Growing up in a Christian
home with a minister father,
confessing Jesus at age 4,
and living most of his life
walking as he believes God
expects him to, has developed a strong role-model

quality in the rapper that he
uses to educate audiences.
And as a married youth
pastor,
and
father
to
20-month-old daughter Nyomi, he said his life looks a lot
like any other family man’s
might.
“I’m not the typical rap
story. I never did drugs ... I
was a virgin when I got married,” Flowers laughed. “It’s
God’s keeping power. Some
people have a testimony
where God saved them from
a lot of stuff. I have a testimony where God has kept
me from a lot of stuff. Same
God, same power.”
And as far as living up to
the rap “thug” persona,
Flowers said he doesn’t worry about it.
“I did feel the pressure at
one point to have some sort
of street story,” he said. “But
I’m not a thug; I’ve never
been a thug.”
As CEO of his own San Antonio-based label Freedom
Music Group, the young rapper said he hopes to continue making music for God
and attracting people to
Christ. And he wants to gen-

TODD KRAININ/TKRAININ@VICAD.COM

Although Jarrell Flowers was born into a religious family, he said he became serious about Christianity
after surviving a car accident. “Some people have a testimony where God has saved them from a lot of
stuff,” he said. “I have a different testimony. God has kept me from a lot of stuff.”
erate a bit of fame – for
God.
“I’m not really looking to

OCEANS: All I had to do to be close to God was lie there, be
CONTINUED FROM E1
All of the morning’s fun
had really sucked and
soaked the energy right out
of me, so I just finally laid
right down and started floating around. It was when I
floating out there on my
back, that something happened truly special that really blessed me.

When you lie floating on
the water bed of the sea, using each wave as your pillow, the only place you can
look is up. I found that the
only thing between me and
heaven was an empty
sky-blue sky, and I felt as if
all I had to do to be close to
God was just lie there and
be.
As I floated freely along in

this “Holy of Holies,” I didn’t
need to say prayers, ask favors, beg forgiveness or
seek blessings. I surely
didn’t even have to tell God
what to do, as I usually get
around to doing that when I
pray. I just had to be there
with nothing between God
and me.
Now, I think I know what
heaven is: a place where

nothing will be between me
and God.
Dear Lord, today was the
worst and best of times.
Thank you for letting me
be so miserable that I finally could do nothing,
but lie there and look upward and “let the door to
heaven” be opened for
me.

REVELATIONS: Always dance when someone invites you to
CONTINUED FROM E1
“1, 2, 3; 1, 2, 3 ... that’s it,
there you go,” my dance
partner said to me.
Oddly, as I stared down at
our feet moving at the same
time (and in the right order)
I realized I was smiling
ear-to-ear. Not only was I
getting the hang of the
polka, I was actually
enjoying myself.
With my press badge
swinging all over the place,
and my cowboy boots doing
the best they could to keep
up with my new polka
dancing friend, I moved

across the floor feeling quite
proud of myself for picking
up the steps so quickly.
When the song ended, and
I realized how out of shape I
was, several onlookers came
to greet me, praising my
novice polka dancing
abilities.
“You did great. Was that
really your first time?”
Somewhat breathy, I said,
“Yeah ... and it was a lot
more fun than I thought it
would be.”
I thanked my polka partner
and praised him for his
excellent teaching skills,
then continued on in my

reporting assignment.
Later, when we drove back
to Victoria, I imagined
myself as an 80-something
lady.
I asked myself if I wanted
to be the kind of woman who
gets old and turns into a
moo-moo wearing
homebody? Or if I wanted to
be the kind of woman who
puts on makeup and nice
dresses and goes out
dancing?
Who knows if I’ll actually
live to be an old woman.
That’s up to God to decide.
But the seniors at the polka
dance reminded me how

much fun it can be to grow
old.
They also reminded me
how important it is to dance
when someone invites you
on the dance floor (of life)
because you just might pick
up the steps a little easier
than you think.
And I, for one, want to exit
this world with a smile on
my face and my skirt
spinning in the air.

Dayton. Contact the Rev. J.
Fowler, 361-571-6203 or
361-570-1846.

Maxine Mathias, 361578-6474, or Evelyn Williams,
361-575-5846.

Jennifer Preyss is a
reporter for the Victoria
Advocate. You can reach
her at 361-580-6535 or
jlpreyss@vicad.com.

FAITH CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM E1

Antonio St. Contact Doyce Taylor, 361-552-6087.

MONDAY

JULY 10

The 4TH OF JULY ANNUAL
GOSPEL CONCERT will be held
at Templo Jerusalem Baptist
Church, 2205 Mockingbird
Lane, from 1 to 5 p.m. The
event is sponsored by the Victoria County Gospel Singing
Association. No admission; a
free will offering will be received. Everyone is invited and
bring a friend. Featuring The
Telestials, of Nashville; The Bailey Family, of Victoria; Hearts
of Grace, of Brazoria; Reunion
Trio, of Rockport; Dwain Harbers, of Yorktown; Tom Adair,
of Cedar Creek; and The Killens, of Weesatche. Contact
361-578-6379 or
361-572-9423.

Mount Salem Baptist Church,
609 E. North St., Victoria will
hold INSTALLATION SERVICES
for its new pastor, the Rev.
Kraig L. Pullam, at 3:30 p.m.
Guest preacher for the 11 a.m.
service will be the Rev. James
Sorrell. The guest preacher for
the 3:30 p.m. installation service will be moderator William
Pullam, pastor of the St. John
First Baptist Church in Corpus
Christi.

Mount Bethel Baptist Church,
400 Grant St., Cuero, will hold
a FAMILY AND FRIENDS DAY.
The Rev. John Davenport, of
St. Peters Baptist Church in
Victoria, will be the guest
speaker at the 11 a.m. service.
Celebration Church, 310 LarkPastor Kevin Van Hook, of St.
spur Drive, will hold a JULY
Peters Baptist Church, in VictoFOURTH CELEBRATION beginria will be the guest speaker at
ning at 6 p.m. There will be $1 the 3 p.m. service. The host
parking for the fireworks, food, ministers will be the Rev. D.A.
fun and games. For more infor- Belvin Sr. and the Rev. Roy
mation, call Pam Poarch at
Green.
361-828-0432.

JULY 9

JULY 10-16

The Fellowship of Churches of
The First United Methodist
Port Lavaca will host a SEVEN
Church, of Port Lavaca, will
DAY TENT REVIVAL at 1104 W.
host the THE TELESTIALS at 6
Austin St. Services will be held
p.m. Everyone is invited. The
from 7 to 9 p.m. each night
church is located at 814 N. San with Evangelist Rod Vincent of

JULY 11-15
New Wine Fellowship Ministries, along with pastors Walter and Bonita Ford will host
LOOSE THE YOUTH CAMP AND
CONFERENCE. The event will
be held at Victoria Community
Center, 2905 E. North St., and
is for ages 4-19. Early registration is $50 through June 3.
Late registration is June 4
through start of camp and is
$60 per person. Contact the
church office, 361-573-0544
for more information.
The Calhoun County Ministerial
Alliance will hold its SUMMER
YOUTH PROGRAM from 1 to 4
p.m. at Travis Middle School
gym. The program is for outgoing fifth-graders through
outgoing eighth-graders. There
will be games, snacks, crafts
and a time of devotion.

JULY 14
John Wesley United Methodist
Church, 8300 N.E. Zac Lentz
Parkway, will hold a GAMES
PARTY from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission is $7.50 per person.
Activities include door prizes,
50/50 and a light lunch. Bring
your group and your games.
Reservations required. Call

Special services, religious
events and religious
fundraisers for the Faith
Calendar must be posted to
the the online calendar at
Victoriaadvocate.com by 5
p.m. Wednesday for publication in Saturday’s Faith
section. Email Faith pictures
to faith@vicad.com.
Regularly occurring church
services, Bible studies and
classes will be posted on
our online calendar only.

be all superstar. The goal
isn’t fame. The goal is
spreading the message,”

Flowers said. “As a Christian, you’re more concerned
with God’s fame.”

PRAYER: Make plans to attend
CONTINUED FROM E1
freedom we so richly enjoy.”
At the prayer service, Perry hopes to encourage
Texas residents and citizens across the country, to
ask God for forgiveness,
wisdom and provision for
Texas, and the United
States as a whole.

“There is hope for America. It lies in heaven, and we
will find it on our knees,”
Perry said.
Perry notes American
people have often looked to
God throughout history for
healing and provision.
Entrance to the event is
free, but registration is required to be admitted inside
the venue.
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PHOTOS: KATHLEEN
DUNCAN/KDUNCAN
@VICAD.COM

The Rev. Dr.
David P. Moten
preaches to
the
congregation
during the
service at
The Joy of the
Lord Worship
Center
recently.

ONLINE
VIDEO
To see video
of a service
at The Joy of
the Lord
Worship
Center, go to
www.VicAd.
com and
click on the
story.

MOVED BY

THE HOLY GHOST
‘This isn’t like every church. Not
all churches speak in tongues’
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

Donning a gold ministerial robe with three doctorate
stripes down the sleeves of his regalia, the Rev. Dr. David
Moten led his Sunday morning congregation in worship.
From behind a lectern, moved by the Holy Ghost, Moten’s
sermon transitioned to a spiritual language.
“Eh te la ta la na ba na ta sha. Hal eh na la ta la na ba na
ta sha. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Ah ta ba sha.
Hallelujah” he said, waving his index finger in the air.
Before him, The Joy of the Lord Worship Center’s scanty
congregation cheered and clapped, gushing forth their own
version of indecipherable patter.
The erratic utterances, known as speaking in tongues, is
a common form of worship at Pentecostal churches, such
as Moten’s Oneness Pentecostal Apostolic Holiness
Church on East Crestwood Drive.
Moten, who preaches about being infused with the Holy

Lori Ortega, left, Connie Tijerina and Pattie Steen pray during the service at The Joy of the Lord Worship Center
Sunday morning. While praying, some of the congregation speaks in tongues, which they say happens when
they are filled with the Holy Ghost.

IF YOU GO
■ WHAT:

The Joy of
the Lord Worship
Center, Oneness
Pentecostal
Apostolic Holiness
■ WHERE: 1604 E.
Crestwood Drive;
next to Victory
Christian Life Center.
■ SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday school, 9:30
a.m.; morning
worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Sunday evening
worship, 6 p.m.;
Wednesday Bible
class, 7 p.m.; Friday
evening worship,
7 p.m.
■ MORE INFO:
361-218-4141

SEE TONGUES, E3

GIVING
CONTRIBUTED BY
DAN ANGERMILLER

Making the world a little better,

Dan Angermiller
and a team of
20 missionaries
from The Grove
Church in
Arizona,
delivered 7,000
pairs of shoes
to two villages
and The African
Bible College in
Malawi, Africa.

One pair of shoes at a time
JENNIFER

PREYSS

REVELATIONS

Today, my heart is full, and I’m so excited
to tell you why.
Do you remember Barefoot Sunday? The
event was held in February at Renegade
Church with a goal of collecting 1,000 pairs
of shoes for children in Malawi, Africa. Elementary, middle and high schools; colleges
and churches; a synagogue and mosque;
The Victoria Advocate, and individuals from
all over the Crossroads gave their time,

FAITH CALENDAR
SATURDAY
SISTA SAT-DAY MORNIN’, under the direction of Pastor Ingrid
Williams, will sponsor a conference beginning at 10 a.m. at
New Revelation Ministries, 358 Foster Field Drive. Special
guests include soloist Casandra Coleman, Pastor Glo Mitchell
and the Bethlehem Baptist Church Praise Singers. The theme
is “Turning to God in Our Time of Crisis.” Registration is $15
for adults; and $5 for 18 and under. The money will benefit
the group’s sponsorship of Thanksgiving meals for needy
families. A salad luncheon will be served following the service.
PAUL'S JOURNEY will be in concert from 7 to 9 p.m. at Fellowship Bible Church, 3401 N. Ben Jordan St. For more information, contact Sara Daniel at
bookingPJ@yahoo.com or paulsjourneyonline.com.
YOUTH FOR JESUS SWIM FEST will be from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at
Point Comfort Swimming Pool. Admission is free. Activities
include Christian music featuring Christian Rapper Eric Marino, fun and food. Contact First Baptist Church, Point Comfort, 361-987-2710.
See more faith calendar, E3

V E R S E O F T H E D AY

See, E2

money and resources to help collect shoes
that would later be sent to African families
in need.
On Barefoot Sunday, Feb. 27, we didn’t just
meet our goal of 1,000, we surpassed it by
4,000 pairs. And St. Joseph’s Keaton Warren
contributed more than 1,200 pairs of socks

SEE REVELATIONS, E3

YOUR PHOTO
Texas Cabins quilting fundraiser

OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS
‘If you catch them, He will clean them’
And Jesus saith unto them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you Fishers of
Men. – Matthew 4:19

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Shiner Heritage Quilters hosted a Texas Cabins
quilting fundraiser in conjunction with the 2011 Spring
Into Quilting Show. Donations were made to Shiner Rehab
and Nursing Home, Shiner Girl Scout Troop 534,
American Cancer Society, Shiner Public Library,
LAMB-Lavaca Assistance Ministry Body, First United
Methodist Church of Shiner and the Shiner Fire
Department. The Shiner Heritage Quilters, front row, from
left, are Janet Ferguson, chair of raffle quilt; Carolyn and
Marilyn Schroeder, committee members; Rae Nell Janik,
guild president; and Kathleen Schacherl, guild treasurer;
back row, are Carolyn Whitmire, Bernadette Kresta, Betty
Kloesel, Tammy Frietsch, Irene Cerny, La Verne Madala,
Annette Meyer, Deloris Gaus, Wanda Myers and Gwen
Easterly. Not pictured is Karen Hermes.

Today, as I was driving down the highway, a sign on a church
caught my eye. It wasn’t because of the deeply spiritual message, but because it had the word “fish” in it. It was so moving
that I wanted to share it with you readers.
The sign said “Be ye Fishers of Men. If you
catch them, He will clean them.”
As I traveled on down the road, I really thought
about that sign. It was a short-and-sweet,
tried-and-true message. It was to the point and
perfectly positive in nature.
I should have left it alone and just totally affirmed it. But sometimes, my mind just goes silELAINE
ly on me, and I think in surprising ways. Here is
what this fisherman’s brain came up with:
“Be ye Fishers of Men. If you don’t, you can’t
OCEANS FOR
catch them, He can’t clean them, but the Devil
EMOTIONS
can surely still fry them.”

WHEAT

Dear Lord, I am not trying to be sacrilegious, and I am
sure that you know that. I know I am made in Your image so You, too, must have a sense of humor. We people
always pray to You about such serious things that I
thought You might just need a good laugh once in a
while. I’ll just call it, “Prayer Lite.”
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TONGUES: Pastor hopes congregation will continue to grow, flourish
CONTINUED FROM E1
Ghost at baptism – and the gift
of tongues that follows the act –
described the chatter as a spiritual language between man
and God; a language that Satan
cannot understand or penetrate.
“This isn’t like every church.
Not all churches speak in
tongues. We do it when we feel
led by the Spirit,” Moten said.
Joy of the Lord church member Connie Tijerina, of Victoria,
said she’s been attending
Moten’s church for about a
year and has seen her relationship with the Lord strengthen
since attending.
“I have seen what God has
done in my life after coming to
this church,” Tijerina said.
“And I love knowing that I can
go to (Moten) and ask him
questions, and he’ll show me
answers in the Bible.”
Tijerina said she received the
gift of speaking in tongues after she was baptized in Moten’s
church.
“Believe me, it’s different. My
whole life changed,” she said.
“I didn’t know what I was saying … but God understands
me.”
Moten’s church formalized
about six years ago, when he
moved to Texas from Detroit
after meeting his wife, Teri
Moten, online.
Teri Moten is a licensed minister, and together they serve a
congregation of about 40 people.
Before moving to their new
worship building, next to Victory Christian Life Center
Church, Moten’s congregation
met weekly at the Town Plaza
Mall. The mall was sold in fall
2010. The tenants had to move
out as their leases expired.
“I went looking all over the
city. I went to different churches to ask where we could get a
place to worship,” he said.
Eventually, Moten said he
discovered a vacant building at
Victory Christian Life Center;
a building he soon learned had
been vacant for seven years.
Victory Christian Life Center
allowed Moten’s church to occupy their empty space.
“If I knew this place was here
seven years ago, I would have
been here all along,” he said. “I
just know God had it saved for
us.”
The Joy of the Lord Worship
Center differs from Orthodox
Pentecostals, such as Assemblies of God and Foursquare
Pentecostal Churches. Even
though each believes in the
ability to speak in tongues after
baptism, Oneness churches
preach a unique Christian doctrine apart from mainstream
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Roderick Davenport, center, comes forward as The Joy of the Lord Worship Center congregation lays hands
on him and speaks in tongues.

Linda Acosta reacts as congregants lay hands on her while praying
during the service at The Joy of the Lord Worship Center.
Pentecostals and other Christian denominations.
As a Oneness Pentecostal
Apostolic church, The Joy of
the Lord Worship Center rejects Trinitarian doctrine, the
belief in God as three persons:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
which is held in most mainstream Christian churches
throughout the world.
Oneness Pentecostals moreover, believe the three manifestations of God are all Jesus,
and a person can only experience the infusion of the Holy
Spirit through a baptism in Jesus’ name, rather than a baptism “in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” Following a baptism in Jesus’
name, a person will receive the
gift of tongues, Moten said.
Roger Olson, professor of
theology at Baylor University’s
Truett Theological Seminary,
said there are differences between Oneness and mainstream Pentecostal groups.

“Most Pentecostals consider
Oneness churches to be a
fringe group. They’re a minority church,” Olson said.
Kevin Lewis, professor of theology and law at Biola University, in La Mirada, Calif.,
agreed with Olson, explaining
that Oneness churches often
stray from traditional Pentecostal beliefs and may be considered by some as a theological cult.
“Oneness Pentecostals hold
to an ancient heresy called
modalism ... and it is not uncommon for them to believe
Trinitarians are pagans, accusing them of believing in three
Gods,” Lewis said.
Lewis, who teaches courses
on systematic theology, cults of
America, demonology and the
occult, and the theology of
church and state, said Oneness
members are not dangerous
groups, and are likely good
neighbors and community
members.

Orthodox Pentecostals may
also differ from Oneness
groups in their practice of
speaking in tongues, Lewis
said. He said orthodox Pentecostals typically follow more
closely the Apostle Paul’s
guidelines in the Bible’s 1
Corinthians 14:27, “If anyone
speaks in tongues, two – or at
the most three – should speak,
one at a time, and someone
must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should
be quiet in the church and
speak to himself and God.”
Olson said Paul’s guidelines
for speaking in tongues in 1
Corinthians specifically refer
to speaking in tongues in
church
services,
where
nonbelievers may be present.
“If there’s not an interpreter
present, most Pentecostals
would say that’s inappropriate,” Olson said.
The Rev. Jon Carmona, of
Jerusalem Family Praise Center, a Victoria-based Assemblies of God Pentecostal
church, said he reserves his
tongues-speaking for personal
prayer time.
“I haven’t spoken in tongues
in public. If I’m in church, I’ll
always whisper it to myself because there is supposed to be
an interpreter if I’m doing it
loud enough for others to
hear,” Carmona said.
At Moten’s church, many people spoke in tongues throughout the service, without an interpreter present, demonstrating the uniqueness of this
branch of Pentecostalism.
Now that Moten’s church has
officially moved into its new
building, he hopes the congregation will continue to grow.
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Palestine Missionary Baptist
Church, 608 E. Convent St.,
will host a CHICKEN SPAGHETTI DINNER from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Plates are $5 each. Free
delivery is available with the
purchase of 10 or more plates
to the same address.

SUNDAY
Palestine Missionary Baptist
Church, 608 E. Convent St.,
will observe its annual FAMILY
AND FRIEND DAY with a 3:30
p.m. service. The guest church
will be the Little Zion Baptist
Church of Kendleton and its
pastor, Richard Booker.
Morning Star Baptist Church,
Cuero Street, Bloomington, will
host a SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY
SERVICE honoring the Rev. and
Mrs. Frank Harvey Jr. at 3 p.m.
The guest speaker will be the
Rev. Vernon Garza of Mount
Calvary Baptist Church, Victoria.

MONDAY-FRIDAY
“HOMETOWN NAZARETH,
WHERE JESUS WAS A KID” VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, for
children ages 3 through fifth

Revelations: Donated
shoes handed out in
African villages, college

grade, will be from 9 a.m. to
noon at Trinity Episcopal
Church, 1501 N. Glass St. For
more information, call the
church office, 361-573-3228,
or Ada Sutherland,
361-572-4816. Hometown
Nazareth is free and open to
the community.

JULY 31
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
will install the Rev. Kathryn
Morton as pastor at a 4 p.m
service. A reception will follow
the service in the fellowship
hall, 2404 N. Navarro St. For
more information, call the
church office at 351-575-2441.

First Presbyterian Church, 2408
N. Navarro St., will host SONSURF BEACH BASH VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL beginning at 5
p.m. with a sack supper and
ending at 8 p.m. All ages are
welcome, from children to
adults. For more information,
call the church office at
361-575-2441.

St. Peter’s Baptist Church, Pastor Kevin VanHook, will host its
48TH WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATION at the church’s temporary
worship site, Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church Sanctuary,
4102 N. Ben Jordan St. The
10:45 morning worship speaker will be Dr. Frances Worthey
of Waco. Music will be providWEDNESDAY
ed by the Women’s Day ChoA SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR rus. The speaker at the 4 p.m.
HEALING will be at 7 p.m. at St. service will be Dr. Delvin Achison of Antioch Baptist Church,
Luke’s Lutheran Church in
Schroeder. The service is spon- of Waco. He will be accompasored jointly by St. Luke’s and nied by his congregation. Afternoon activities will include
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in
recognition of Christian WomAnder. St. Luke’s is located at
en of Service in the communi11547 Farm-to-Market Road
622 in Schroeder. For more in- ty. This year’s leaders are Joan
Bennett, Ora West and Twyla
formation about the service,
Thomas. The public is invited
call 361-645-2038 or
to share in this celebration.
361-275-8775.
BAYSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH

will host a special service at 10
a.m. celebrating the ministry of
Pastor B.J. Hall. He has served
51 years in the ministry and
has spent the last 10 years
serving at the Bayside Community Church as the pastor. The
Bailey Family, of Victoria, and
the Song of Glory, of Rockport,
will lead the music. Willie
Bearfield, of San Antonio, will
be the guest speaker. A special
invitation is extended to the
friends of the pastor and family.
Special services, religious
events and religious
fundraisers for the Faith
Calendar must be posted to
the online calendar at Victoriaadvocate.com by 5 p.m.
Wednesday for publication
in Saturday’s Faith section.
E-mail Faith pictures to
faith@vicad.com.
Regularly occurring church
services, Bible studies and
classes will be posted on
our online calendar only.

he collected throughout the city to complement the shoe drive.
Well Victoria, your shoes and socks have
been delivered. Children and adults in Malawi
are right now walking around in a pair of
shoes you donated. For many of them, it’s the
first pair of shoes they’ve ever owned. Think
about that for a minute.
Last month, a team of missionaries from The
Grove Church in Arizona flew to Malawi with
more than 7,000 pairs of your shoes, and distributed them to two villages and The African
Bible College.
If you remember, The Grove’s senior pastor
Palmer Chinchen was Barefoot Sunday’s
keynote speaker. He was also the inspiration
for the event. Barefoot Sunday was his brainchild, starting a similar collection two years
ago at his church in Chandler, Ariz.
A member of The Grove, Dan Angermiller,
who also founded Lightfeet Project after visiting Malawi on a mission trip more than a year
ago, flew to Victoria with Palmer, and helped
orchestrate the reception and delivery of the
shoes post Barefoot Sunday.
With a team of 20 people, Angermiller flew to
Malawi for two weeks, and helped distribute
the shoes and socks.
“We went with 7,000 pairs, but we could have
taken three times that number and still not
had enough,” he told me. “It was really encouraging to give out the shoes, but at the
same time, you saw there’s such a great
need.”
Angermiller said the first village they visited
had a population of 200 people, but word
spread immediately throughout the region of
free shoes being given out. On foot, without
shoes, thousands of people in neighboring villages walked more than 10 miles to receive a
pair of shoes.
“One man said, ‘This is the happiest day of
my life,” he said,” describing the excited reaction of an adult man who received his first pair
of shoes.
Later in the trip, Angermiller’s team distributed shoes in one the villages I worked in
when I was there in 2009. When he told me
they were handing out shoes to those children,
I felt like I was there with them again – or at
least I felt like my heart was there. I wish very
much I could have been there handing over
shoes and socks to kids I was holding and
playing with only two summers ago. I hope
someday I’ll return.
Toward the end of our conversation, he
thanked me for organizing the Barefoot Sunday event in Victoria. But I quickly reminded
him that I had nothing to do with collecting
5,000 pairs of shoes – the thanks belonged to
the people of the Crossroads (and many generous donators back home in Atlanta).
And I certainly had nothing to do with delivering the shoes to Africa; that thanks belonged
to Angermiller and his team.
But the greatest thanks goes to God because
He put shoes on the feet of 7,000 people in one
of the poorest countries in the world.
So, if you helped make Barefoot Sunday a
success in any way – prayed, gave, donated,
counted, whatever – let me say one more time,
“THANK YOU!”
You are responsible for making the world a
little better today, and that’s pretty darn awesome, people.
Jennifer Preyss is a re porter for the Victoria Advocate. You can reach her at
361-580-6535 or jlpreyss@vicad.com.
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Reflecting
about my
Jewish self
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

Last Wednesday began High
Holy Days in the Jewish
Faith. High Holidays – or the
10-day period of repentance
and reflection before Yom
Kippur – starts
each year with
the Jewish New
Year
Rosh
Hashanah.
I attended last
Wednesday’s
sunset
Rosh
JENNIFER
Hashanah service at Temple
B’nai Israel in REVELATIONS
Victoria to observe the The Ten Days of Repentance commence.
It wasn’t the first Jewish
service I’ve attended although many years have
passed since I last entered a
temple.
You see, I’m somewhat of an
honorary Jew (and I use that
term lovingly), so observing
Jewish holidays is nothing
new for me – even though I’m
a practicing Christian.
When I say I’m an honorary
Jew, I mean that I was secondarily raised by a Jewish family.
From the time I was in second grade until graduating
high school, I spent most of
my after-school and weekend
days with my Jewish best
friend Leah and her family.
Leah and I spent so much
time together that eventually
our sisters and mothers also
established lasting friendships. To say our families
were close, would be a gross
understatement. When I was
a sophomore in high school,
my parents bought a house
four homes down from Leah.
After moving in the neighborhood, there weren’t too
many days we didn’t hang out.
If I wasn’t at her house, she
was at mine.
All the years I spent with
“growing up Jewish” acquainted me with Jewish fare,
Hebrew prayers and songs,
Yiddish slang, discussions of
the Holocaust, Bar and Bat
Mitzvahs, temple services,
and of course, holidays. Thus,
my honorary Jew-ness.
Whenever I’d say, or do
something distinctively Jewish, Leah or one of her family
members would always tease
me, “Are you sure you’re not
Jewish?”
Even though it’s a relatively
insignificant Jewish holiday,
Hanukah was always my favorite. Every year, no matter
what, Leah’s mom and dad
presented me with a small
Hanukah
present
so
I
wouldn’t be left out of the celebrations.
Opening my gift on Hanukah
every year, always made me
feel like part of the family.
Sitting in temple last week, I
thought about Leah and her
family, and affectionately remembered the years we grew
up together.

PREYSS

KATHLEEN DUNCAN/KDUNCAN@VICAD.COM

Jennifer Bays, 19, has scars lining her arms from her past as a cutter, one type of self harmful behavior. Bays, a Christian, is
starting the first support group for self-harmers in Victoria through Faith Family Church's Celebrate Recovery.

WHEN

RAZOR
BLADES
WA S E S C A P E F R O M
E M O T I O N A L PA I N
Former cutter creates
self-harm support group
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

KATHLEEN DUNCAN/KATHLEEN DUNCAN

Bays speaks about her experiences as a cutter.
Many y aspects including bullying, relationship
issues, emotional factors and unbalanced
hormones are thought to have contributed to
the fact that she felt the need to cut herself.

Jennifer Bays appears on the surface, a typical
teenager.
The wide-eyed, 19-year-old Victoria resident appreciates colorful makeup, modish clothes, and
dialoguing about future life plans.
But the scars on Bays’ forearms reveal how only
a few years ago, a future of any kind may have
never come to pass.
“I was so out of control, very suicidal. Mom
didn’t know what to do with me,” Bays recalled.
“It was pretty violent. I was rageful.”
Bays spent four years of her life as a
self-harmer. More specifically, she was a cutter, or
someone who cuts their flesh to deal with emotional turmoil.
Bays’ cutting stemmed from early childhood
bullying and other self-image insecurities, she
said.
Her raised, crisscrossed scars are prominent
from wrist to elbow, as well as other, more concealed areas of Bays’ body.
But she considers herself today, a survivor of
self-harm; her scars a stamp of God’s mercy and
salvation.

SEE SELF-HARMERS, E6

IF YOU GO:
■ What:

Celebrate
Recovery support
group for
self-harmers, begins
Thursday.
■ When: 6 p.m. dinner
Thursdays; break
out groups begin at
8 p.m.
■ Where: Faith Family
Church, 2002 E.
Mockingbird
■ Contact: The Rev.
Leonard Johnson,
leonardj1948@
live.com, or Faith
Family Church,
361-652-8137.
Jennifer Bays,
361-484-5397
■ More Info:
faithfamilyvictoria.
com/ministries/
celebrate-recovery
■ Self-Harm info
(referred by
Mental Health
America of
Greater Houston):
selfharm.net;
selfinjury.com

SEE REVELATIONS, E3

FAITH CALENDAR
SATURDAY
SISTA SAT-DAY MORNIN’ SISTAS
IN ACTION will meet from 10 a.m
to noon at 3604 Glendale St.
Contact Pastor Ingrid Williams,
361-575-3007 or 361-212-0033.

SUNDAY
The seventh annual Port Lavaca
LIFE CHAIN will be from 2 to 3
p.m. at the corner of state Highway 35 and Virginia Street in
Port Lavaca. A table will be set
up in the Donut Palace parking
lot at 1:30 p.m. to register and
pick up a sign. For more information, phone 361-552-4368.
Holy Cross Catholic Church, will
hold its FALL FESTIVAL AND
TURKEY DINNER from 11 a.m. to

OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS

EVENT
1 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 216 Nichols Road, Bay
City. Plates are $8 each and consist of turkey, homemade dressing mashed potatoes, green
beans, cranberry sauce and
dessert. There also will be a live
and silent auction, country store,
raffle and children’s games. Contact: 979-245-6379.
St. Paul Baptist Church, 2105
Pleasant Green St., will host the
INSTALLATION OF PASTOR RODNEY E. LEE at 3:30 p.m. The
guest speaker is the Rev. F. L. Fillmore of Northland Baptist Church
of Houston.
See more faith calendar, E3

V E R S E O F T H E D AY
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the
LORD rejoice.

— 1 Chronicles 16:10 (NIV
Source: www.verseoftheday.com

Victoria Christian Assistance
Ministry plans 25th anniversary

Key lessons in retirement:
learn to relax, enjoy life
"Return unto thy rest, O my soul; For the Lord has dealt bountifully with thee."
– Psalms 116: 7

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Victoria Christian Assistance Ministry will celebrate its
25th anniversary and new location with an open
house from 5 to 8 p.m. Oct. 8 at 108 N. Liberty St.
Planning the celebration, from left, are Gary Moses,
community liaison and master of ceremonies; Barbara
Nilsson, board president; Kim Ozment-Gold, VCAM
executive director; and VCAM board members Bonnie
Wilkinson and Dr. Walter Herbst. The public is invited
to enjoy an evening of entertainment and
refreshments, with door prizes and silent auction. A
Karaoke fundraiser for VCAM will begin at 8 p.m. at
the Golden Gecko, 202 E. Forrest St.

My sister, who is also my best friend, strongly suggested that I shut up and quit writing
about being retired in my articles. She and
probably the other readers are sick of hearing
of it. After all, all you have to do is do the
same thing over and over long enough and
you retire. No big deal. Seeing that I have alELAINE
ready blown her retirement suggestion off by
writing about it in this article, you can see
how well I mind my sister, Jo.
OCEANS FOR
In my pre-retirement life of being an educaEMOTIONS
tor, I had to learn, practice, perform and perfect everything I had to do. Everything was routine, regulated, and repeated every year with just a few tweaks and turns
each year.
What I am trying to say is I flat don’t know how to retire.
And it is driving me and everyone else crazy.
I think the last course on your master’s degree should be

WHEAT

SEE OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS, E3
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SELF-HARMERS: ‘... Most self-harmers have nowhere to go’

COMMUNITY NEWS

Class of ’62 meets for lunch

CONTINUED FROM E1
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On Sept. 10, a group of ladies from the Victoria High School Class of
’62 met for lunch. The group meets every three months. Attending
the event, front row, from left, are Sudie Johnson Beard, Karen Dillon
Budwine, Wilma Timme Piwetz, Patsy Ralls Price, Clara Bernal
Garcia, Gail Cranfill Whittington, Sue (Sudie) Tom; back row, from
left, are Barbara Miller Volkmer, Pauline Swenson Janak, Sue Teague
Nixon, Pat Montgomery Zmeskal. Ladies from VHS Class of ’62
wishing to attend the gatherings may call Patsy Ralls Price at,
361-575-7389 and leave your email address and phone number.

One-man artist show

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Roberta Sharp will hold her 62nd one-man show Oct. 1 through Oct.
31, in the lobby of the Wells Fargo Bank, at One O’Connor Plaza.
Her oil paintings, watercolors, pastels paintings featuring South
Texas scenes, florals and still lifes featuring old Indian pots may be
purchased any time during the show. Sharp has participated in
workshops under Dalhart Windberg, Frederick, the late K. K.
Simpson of Corpus Christi, Mel Casas of San Antonio College, Dick
Turner, Mike McCullough, Sonny Timme and many others. Sharp is
a member of the Victoria Art League and displays her paintings at
the Fisken Antique shop in Austin and in Phoenix, Ariz.

“I’m not embarrassed by
my scars … they’re my testimony,” she said.
Using her four-year battle
with self-injury as a catalyst,
Bays is spearheading a
one-of-a-kind Victoria-based
support group for self-harmers.
“There isn’t anything like it
in the area, definitely not in
Victoria. Most self-harmers
have nowhere to go,” she
said, mentioning how difficult it was to find self-injury
treatment for herself a few
years ago.
The onset of cutting for
Bays began at 14, shortly after moving to Victoria from
Houston.
A new friend demonstrated
for Bays how a razor blade
on skin could lessen emotional burdens.
“It was a razor blade like
you’d use to shave your legs.
She showed me how to cut
and said it would release
pain,” Bays said. “She wasn’t
a great friend. I guess I was
mixed up in the wrong
crowd.”
Her introduction to the
blade five years ago, would
lead Bays down a turbulent
road of psychiatric and medical treatments, hospital visits, more than a dozen daily
prescriptions pills, cycles of
rehab and suicide attempts –
forcing her to drop out of
school and nearly robbing
her future altogether.
“I basically have an
eighth-grade
education,”
Bays said. “I’m working to get
my GED though. I want to finish school and go to college.”
Even though Bays was indeed suicidal, attempting on
at least one occasion to slit
her wrists, self-harmers
aren’t typically trying to kill
themselves.
A report from the Mayo
Foundation for Medical Education and Research, states
“Self-injury is the act of deliberately harming your own
body, such as cutting or burning yourself. It’s not meant as
a suicide attempt. Rather,
self-injury is an unhealthy

KATHLEEN DUNCAN/
KDUNCAN@VICAD.COM

Jennifer Bays,
19, speaks about
the negative side
effects of the
multiple
medications her
doctors
perscribed for
her as her
mother, Kathy
Bays, right,
listens at her
grandparents’
home.
way to cope with emotional
pain, intense anger and frustration … with self-injury
comes the possibility of inflicting serious and even fatal
injuries.”
Self-injury, which can include
cutting,
burning,
pulling hair, scratching, may
also shadow numerous mental illnesses: eating disorders, depression and personality disorders.
It’s also prominent with
teenagers, affecting children
as young as 11 years old.
Bays said multiple doctors
through the years offered diagnoses of schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder, manic depression,
ADD,
ADHD,
among others.
“I didn’t know you could
have all those at the same
time,” Bays said, smiling. “I
have to laugh about it now. I
was so lost, I just find it a little
bit humorous. I know that
sounds terrible, but I just
needed so much help.”
At one point, Bays was consuming 13 daily prescriptions, from anti-psychotics, to
anti-depression pills. The
mixture of prescriptions in
high doses had severe side effects, which ultimately increased her cutting for a time
and caused seizures and
tremendous weight gain, she
said.
So while doctors and psychiatrists waged a medical
war against the cutting, Bays’
family waged a spiritual battle against her compulsions.

“I knew God would be the
only way she’d recover from
this. Some of it was demonic,
no doubt,” Kathy Bays, Bays’
mother, emotionally recalled.
“We would speak prayers
over her, out loud. That’s one
thing my church (Faith Family) really taught me. I finally
told Satan one day, ‘I am not
giving up on this kid.’”
Kathy Bays said their family suffered while her daughter was in and out of medical
treatments. Medical bills
piled up, and it seemed her
daughter wasn’t getting any
better.
But Kathy Bays said everything changed when doctors
realized her daughter had a
hormone imbalance.
“My testosterone and estrogen levels were off the charts.
That can make you aggressive,” Bays said.
Once doctors were able to
regulate her hormones, Bays
was able to drop the daily
medication dose from 13 pills
to two, and substitute a progesterone cream to help balance testosterone and estrogen levels.
“I saw a difference in her after three days,” Kathy Bays
said.
Bays recognizes her recovery from cutting isn’t typical.
She’s baffled doctors with her
speedy physical and psychiatric recovery. That’s why
Bays credits God for saving
her life.
“The only reason I survived
this was God,” said Bays, a

member of Faith Family
church. “I’m not in recovery;
that girl (who used to cut)
isn’t here anymore. It’s a part
of my past.”
Now that Bays is marching
proudly down recovery road,
she decided it’s time to assist
other self-harmers find support and healing.
Bays’ self-harm support
group is scheduled to launch
the first Thursday in October
through
Faith
Family’s
faith-based Celebrate Recovery program. Bays will lead a
break out group for individuals and families who need to
pray and dialogue about
self-injury.
“Self-harm isn’t just for cutters, it’s for people who pull
their hair out, or burn themselves, or scratch their skin,”
she said. “This group isn’t a
substitute for medical treatment, but it will help
self-harmers and their families be able to pray and ask
questions.”
Knowing she will never be
able to fully conceal her
scars, Bays has decided to
embrace her past, and looks
at the marks as a reminder of
how far she’s come.
“I don’t get depressed when
I look at my scars. I was just
another kid going through
life,” she said.
Staring at her daughter,
Kathy Bays tearfully said,
“She really is recovered. This
is who she was when she was
little. Now she has the skills
and tools to help others.”

