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After years
of inquiries,
pastor denies
allegations

NCAA TOURNAMENT LOYOLA 78, KANSAS STATE 62

Ex-Willow Creek leaders
remain unsatisfied with
misconduct reviews
By Manya Brachear
Pashman and Jeff Coen
Chicago Tribune
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Loyola’s players celebrate their achievement of reaching the NCAA Final Four with their 78-62 victory over Kansas State on Saturday.

‘WE’RE NOT DONE’
Incredible run goes on as Ramblers become just 4th No. 11 seed to gain Final 4

ATLANTA — The
the euphoria created by
coach of the team that lets
Loyola’s emphatic 78-62
nothing get in its way
victory over Kansas State
climbed across the press
in the NCAA tournament
table Saturday at Philips
South Region final that
Arena and made his way
earned the school a trip to
into the third row of rowthe Final Four in San Andiness.
David Haugh
tonio.
Porter Moser hugged
In the Wake of the News
“We did it,” Moser said
his wife, Megan, whose
into his wife’s ear.
eyes were moist, before embracing his
Yes, as inexplicable as it seems, Loyola
crying teenage daughter, Jordan, and each did it, going to the Final Four for the first
of his sons, Jake, Ben and Max.
time in 55 years and becoming only the
Maroon-and-gold mania surrounded
fourth No. 11 seed to do so.
the Mosers in the stands and on the floor,
Cinderella is off to the Alamo — and it

promises to be a trip to remember.
After returning to the court for the
celebration, Moser grabbed the microphone as captains Ben Richardson and
Donte Ingram hoisted a trophy in front of
their teammates, who all wore black “Final Four” hats. Sister Jean Dolores
Schmidt, the international celebrity smiling in her wheelchair, accepted hugs from
players on their way to the grandest stage
of their lives.
“How about them Ramblers?!” Moser
screamed like a basketball evangelist. “I
Turn to Haugh, Page 16

Last October, the Rev. Bill
Hybels stood before worshippers
at his packed sanctuary and made
a stunning announcement. After
42 years building northwest suburban Willow Creek Community
Church into one of the nation’s
most iconic and influential
churches, Hybels was planning to
step down as senior pastor.
“I feel released from this role,”
he said, adding that he felt called
to build on Willow
Creek’s reach
across 130 countries with a focus
on leadership development, particularly in the
poorest regions of
The Rev. Bill
the world.
After introduc- Hybels
ing his successors,
he invited church elders onstage
at the expansive church to lay
hands on them and pray.
What much of the church
didn’t know was that Hybels had
been the subject of inquiries into
claims that he ran afoul of church
teachings by engaging in inappropriate behavior with women in his
congregation — including employees — allegedly spanning decades.
The inquiries had cleared Hybels,
and church leaders said his exit
had nothing to do with the
allegations.
An investigation by the Chicago
Tribune examined those allegations and other claims of inappropriate behavior by Hybels, documented through interviews with
current and former church members, elders and employees, as well
as hundreds of emails and internal
records.
The alleged behavior included
suggestive comments, extended
hugs, an unwanted kiss and invitations to hotel rooms. It also
included an allegation of a prolonged consensual affair with a
married woman who later said
Turn to Pastor, Page 10

Young activists stand up against gun violence
Fla. school shooting
moves students
to demand change
By Vikki Ortiz Healy
and Ese Olumhense
Chicago Tribune

Pumping their fists and
chanting “student power,”
thousands of young activists
swarmed Union Park on
Saturday, joining a nationwide cry for gun reform
while using the spotlight to
also demand solutions for
everyday violence on Chi-

IN WASHINGTON: Students from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School
took the stage at the March
for Our Lives rally and called
for Congress to enact stricter gun controls in response
to the nation’s decadeslong
stretch of campus shootings.
Nation & World, Page 27

cago’s streets.
“I don’t have anything to
lose — not a paycheck, not
an endorsement or a fancy
beach house,” said Caitlyn

Smith, a 12-year-old Chicago Heights girl who was
chosen by her peers to
address a March for Our
Lives Chicago crowd so
large it spilled outside the
park boundaries and
blocked traffic nearby.
Smith described how she
became determined to end
Chicago violence after her
older brother was shot in
the head outside her family’s former Englewood
home seven years ago. The
crowd erupted into cheers
Turn to March, Page 16
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TOM SKILLING’S
WEATHER

High 44
Low 29
Complete forecast in
Nation & World, Page 39
$3.99 city and suburbs,
$4.99 elsewhere
ABEL URIBE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Thousands of people gather Saturday in Union Park for the
March for Our Lives Chicago rally against gun violence.
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Pastor denies misconduct claims
Pastor, from Page 1

her claim about the affair
was not true, the Tribune
found.
Elders of the church —
appointed members who
oversee Willow Creek’s administration and pastor —
had conducted the reviews
after claims about Hybels
came to their attention
more than four years ago.
Pushing for the investigation were two former teaching pastors and the wife of a
longtime president of the
Willow Creek Association, a
nonprofit organization related to the church. Some of
those pressing for more
scrutiny say the church’s
prior investigation had
shortcomings in their opinion and at least three leaders of the association’s
board resigned over what
they believed was an insufficient inquiry.
A humanitarian aid
agency also chose not to
renew its sponsorship of the
church’s Global Leadership
Summit over concerns
about the association’s
process for reviewing complaints about senior leaders.
Hybels sat down with the
Tribune for a lengthy interview last week and at times
grew emotional as he flatly
denied doing anything improper and dismissed the
allegations against him as
lies spun with the intent of
discrediting his ministry.
The pastor said he has
built his church with a
culture of open conversation, strength and transparency, and said he could not
understand why a group of
former prominent members of his church — some of
them onetime close friends
— have “colluded” against
him.
“This has been a calculated and continual attack
on our elders and on me for
four long years. It’s time
that gets identified,” he told
the Tribune. “I want to
speak to all the people
around the country that
have been misled … for the
past four years and tell them
in my voice, in as strong a
voice as you’ll allow me to
tell it, that the charges
against me are false. There
still to this day is not
evidence of misconduct on
my part.
“I have a wife and kids
and grandkids,” he added,
praising the elders for their
work to look into the allegations. “My family has had
enough and they want the
record clear. And they feel
strongly supportive of me
saying what I have to say to
protect my family and clear
my family’s name as well.”
In the case of the alleged
affair, the wife of the association’s outgoing president
said the woman confided in
her, expressing regret and
misgivings. She later denied
the alleged affair when contacted by an elder investigating the matter, according
to internal documents and
interviews.
Hybels also denied the
alleged affair during an initial inquiry in 2014. The
elders said they believed
him.
Elders have a vital oversight role at Willow Creek.
Among their duties is to
“carry the ultimate responsibility and authority to see
that the church remains on
a true biblical course,” the
church’s website says. That
includes an annual review
of the senior pastor, and
“confronting those who are
contradicting biblical truth
or continuing in a pattern of
sinful behavior.”
Last year, elders retained
a Chicago law firm that
specializes in workplace issues to look into allegations
against Hybels involving
three women. According to
communications from the
law firm reviewed by the
Tribune, that investigation
was also to include any
other evidence “of sex-related sin, whether conducted or condoned by Bill
Hybels,” and be limited to
his time as a church minister.
So far this year, two
women have told the Tribune that they had been
contacted by an elder to
participate in a review. One
of those women, Vonda
Dyer, declined to participate, citing concerns about the
process. Dyer, a former director of the church’s vocal
ministry who often traveled
with Hybels and whose
husband also worked at
Willow, told the Tribune
that Hybels called her to his

hotel suite on a trip to
Sweden in 1998, unexpectedly kissed her and suggested they could lead Willow Creek together.
She said she hoped Hybels would acknowledge his
alleged behavior was wrong
and look to God for forgiveness.
“I would love for him to
experience that kind of redemption,” she said.
Asked about Dyer’s allegations, Hybels told the
Tribune that they are false
and that he never did anything inappropriate with
her. He had invited her to a
conference area of his hotel
suite, he said, to discuss
adding a song to church
programming. He said he
was unsure why Dyer
would now make the claim.
“I’ve never had an unkind word or a falling-out of
any kind” with Dyer, Hybels
said. “I’ve never had a cross
conversation with her.
Then, in the last four weeks,
a story from (1998) with
untrue allegations, pops up
right at the same time that
these other ones are being
molded together to discredit my ministry. And I’m
like, how convenient.”
The church’s highestranking elder, Pam Orr, said
she is confident that the
church’s inquiries were
thorough and reliable.
“We felt really good
about the conclusions that
we came to, and then put
the matter to rest,” Orr told
the Tribune in an interview.
She said the board hired a
“very qualified” outside
lawyer to conduct an investigation and that he came
back with the same conclusion.
Orr said the church was
not presented with any
clear evidence that Hybels
had behaved inappropriately.
The board of the Willow
Creek Association, a nonprofit founded by Hybels
that trains Christian leaders
around the globe, also considered investigating the allegations that Hybels had
behaved inappropriately
but ultimately dropped the
matter, internal documents
show.
Three association board
members resigned, after arguing to the board at the
time that they believed the
elders’ review had been
inadequate.
Many of the women who
spoke with the Tribune
were loath to come forward
for fear of betraying a man
who had encouraged their
leadership in a way that no
other pastor had before and
undermining a ministry
that has transformed thousands of lives. But when
they heard there were other
women who had similar
stories to tell, even in the
last year, they said their
silence could not last.
“That was a bit of a
tipping point for me,” said
Nancy Beach, the church’s
first female teaching pastor
and a prominent leader in
the evangelical community.
She recounted more than
one conversation or interaction she felt was inappropriate during moments alone
with Hybels over the years.
“He changed my life. I
wouldn’t have the opportunities I’ve had,” she added.
“I know that. I’m very clear
on that. I credit him for that.
But then there’s this other
side.”

Humble
beginnings
One of the nation’s most
influential pastors, Hybels
grew Willow Creek from a
group of zealous 20-somethings inside a Palatine
movie theater to one of the
largest megachurches in the
U.S., hosting more than
25,000 worshippers at its
main campus in South Barrington and seven satellite
sites any given weekend.
The Willow Creek Association has expanded Hybels’
vision to more than 11,000
churches worldwide that
share Willow’s core philosophies.
From the beginning, he
has affirmed women in
leadership, tapping them to
serve as elders, key volunteers and teaching pastors.
Last October, Willow Creek
made history in evangelical
circles by naming a woman
as lead pastor or effectively
as chief executive of the
megachurch.
“I feel so conflicted about
the whole situation because
I’m so protective of the
reputation of the church,
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The Rev. Bill Hybels, center left, shown Dec. 23 at Willow Creek in South Barrington, said he could not understand why
former church members and employees — some of them onetime close friends — have “colluded” against him.
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Vonda Dyer, shown with husband Scott — both former Willow Creek members — said Hybels kissed her during a 1998 trip.

not just here but globally,”
Beach said. “But I have
confidence that the truth
matters. Even though he’s
66 years old, there are still
young women in his path. I
certainly wouldn’t want one
of my daughters or anyone
else to be in this kind of
situation.”
The #MeToo movement
has spurred women across
industries and academia to
break their silence about
sexual harassment or abuse.
In the church community,
many say there is a higher
standard for religious leaders.
“In the Christian world, a
consensual affair is still an
extremely serious offense,”
Beach said.
Beach has known Hybels
since he arrived on his
Harley-Davidson more than
45 years ago at her church
in the northwestern suburb
of Park Ridge. The intrepid
youth pastor had a magnetic
effect on the teens.
“His leadership horsepower did captivate me, and
we have a lot in common in
terms of our gift mix,” said
Beach, now 60. “We’re both
communicators, both leaders.”
When Hybels and others
set out to start their own
church in the Palatine movie theater three years later,

Beach and many others
from the youth group eventually joined them. Within a
year, the church had grown
to 1,000 people, many of
them spiritual seekers who
never had set foot inside a
church.
Beach served as a key
volunteer. She joined the
full-time staff in 1984 to
oversee the artistic elements of the worship services, and 10 years later she
was preaching on a regular
basis.
In 1992, Hybels expanded Willow’s reach
around the world by establishing the Willow Creek
Association. He rose to national prominence, eventually serving as a spiritual
adviser to President Bill
Clinton around the time of
the Monica Lewinsky scandal.
At least twice a year, a
team traveled overseas to
host conferences or coach
church leaders. During
these travels, Hybels scheduled side trips on his own,
sometimes to coach, sometimes to catch his breath,
Beach said.
In 1999, he asked Beach
to tack two extra days on to
a European trip and meet
him on the coast of Spain to
coach a church, she said.
With two young children

and a working husband at
home, Beach didn’t want to
extend the trip but said she
also didn’t want to disappoint her boss.
But during their two days
there, work took a back seat
to leisurely walks, long dinners and probing personal
conversations, she said.
Over a three-hour dinner,
she said he told her that she
needed to loosen up and
take more emotional risks.
He asked her what her most
attractive body part was,
then told her it was her
arms, she said. It also wasn’t
the first time he talked
about how unhappy he was
in his marriage, she recalled.
“I’m thinking, ‘As a good
friend, I’m going to be a
sounding board for him,’
which is totally inappropriate on my part, but I didn’t
see it that way at the time,”
she said. “I knew him since
I was 15. He was my pastor.
In all those years, nothing
inappropriate had happened with him and me.”
But something had
changed, she recalled.
After dinner, Beach said,
Hybels invited her to his
hotel room for a glass of
wine. Before she left, she
recalls him giving her an
awkwardly long embrace.
“He would always say,

‘You don’t know how to hug.
That’s not a real hug.’ So it
was like a lingering hug that
made me feel uncomfortable. But again, I’m trying to
prove that I’m this open
person.”
The next day, Beach recalled, Hybels didn’t seem
happy. They didn’t have any
more long conversations
and flew separate flights
home. A week later, he
asked Beach to stay after a
management team meeting
and suggested they not tell
anyone about what happened in Spain, she said.
“I was so embarrassed. I
was like ‘Oh, no. We’re fine.’
And I never did,” she said. “I
didn’t tell my husband until
recently when all this stuff
came out. I just put it in the
category of ‘That was really
strange.’ ”
She did tell church elders
in 2016 about the alleged
incident but later declined
to cooperate with an inquiry that she believed
didn’t meet the criteria of a
truly independent investigation.
In the years to come,
Hybels occasionally invited
Beach to his house after
midweek worship services
to catch up, she said, adding
that she stopped going
when she realized he invited her only when his wife
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Hybels, right, chats with worshippers in 1989. From the beginning, he has affirmed women
in leadership, tapping them to serve as elders, key volunteers and teaching pastors.
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Hybels built Willow Creek into one of the largest megachurches in the U.S.; it hosts more
than 25,000 congregants at its main campus and seven satellite sites any given weekend.

was away.
Hybels, in the interview
with the Tribune, insisted
that he does not give hugs
and denies doing anything
inappropriate with Beach,
at times bringing his hand
down on a table in frustration. Beach had been a close
friend, he said, and was a
strong enough leader in his
church that she would have
had the freedom to tell him
at the time that she was
offended by something he
did.
He said he recalled not
giving Beach latitude to do
as much teaching at Willow

Creek as she might have
liked but said he did not
know whether that had
triggered her making allegations against him. Regardless, he insisted he did
nothing wrong.
“When (the allegation)
surfaced in 2016, I was like,
no, who twisted that one?”
Hybels told the Tribune. “I
don’t talk about women’s
appendages. But there was
chatter mostly from other
women around (Beach),
and I probably said people
say they wish they could
wear the same outfits you
do. That it got brought up as

potentially something sexual is maddening.”

‘It felt like a
proposition’
Raised in rural Iowa in a
conservative Christian
community that eschewed
the idea of women in the
pulpit, Vonda Dyer discovered a whole new world at
Willow Creek when she
came east to attend
Wheaton College.
She was immediately
drawn to Willow’s contemporary sound and approach
to evangelism and volun-

teered on the vocal team.
She eventually became a
full-time employee in 1997.
She met and married her
husband, Scott, a youth music pastor also at Willow.
Both became part of Hybels’ travel team and accompanied him on more than a
dozen trips. But Vonda Dyer
said she made it into Hybels’ inner circle and accompanied him on more
trips.
Since Hybels spent most
of his summers at a second
home in South Haven,
Mich., he occasionally took
Dyer and others out on his
sailboat, Dyer said. On one
such excursion with another female colleague, she said
he joked that any woman
who drops the winch handle had to give the men on
the boat a “blow job.” Dyer
told her husband at the
time, an account that he
confirmed recently to the
Tribune.
Hybels denied making
the remark, calling it “disgusting.”
Scott Dyer said Hybels
coached men to avoid being
alone with any woman besides the man’s spouse —
known as the Billy Graham
Rule, highlighted recently
by Vice President Mike
Pence. Yet Hybels didn’t
seem to abide by that rule
when it came to Vonda, said
her husband of now more
than 26 years. Hybels invited Dyer to meet alone
several times, they said.
“I trusted her character
entirely, so I knew nothing
would happen,” Scott Dyer
said. “But I was like, that
feels like a violation of what
you’ve told everybody. … I
was uncomfortable with it,
and I voiced that to her.”
On one international trip,
Hybels invited Vonda Dyer
alone to his hotel room with
explicit instructions to exclude her husband who was
there too, the Dyers said. On
another trip, Hybels called
her up to his room and
answered the door, freshly
showered, wearing slacks
with no shirt and just staring at her, she said. He made
a casual remark, she said,
before she returned downstairs, wondering why she
had been called there in the
first place. Her husband
remembers being told by
Vonda about that as well.
“It was these situations
that were not enough to say
that it crossed a major line,”
she said, “but enough to
make you go, ‘Whoa, what
was that?’ ”
Hybels denied that alleged incident occurred.
Vonda Dyer said Hybels
did cross a line in Sweden in
February 1998.
Dyer was getting ready to
go to bed when Hybels
summoned her to his room.
Her roommate at the time
said in an interview with
the Tribune that she remembers picking up the
phone and relaying Hybels’
message.
Dyer recounted that she
went to Hybels’ room
where he poured wine and
invited her to stretch out on
the couch while he sat in a
separate chair. She said she
presumed it would be a
quick chat when he told her
that he had taken Ambien, a
sleep aid.
The conversation quickly
turned uncomfortable, she
said, when he started complimenting her appearance
and criticizing her husband,
and suggested they lead
Willow together. She said
he came over, put his hands
on her waist, caressed her
stomach and kissed her.
“He told me what he
thought about how I looked,
very specifically, what he
thought about my leadership gifts, my strengths,” she
said. She recalled Hybels
told her she was “sexy.”
“That was the night that he
painted a picture of what
great leaders we would be.
We could lead Willow together.”
“It felt like a proposition,”
she recently told the Tribune.
She immediately told
him he should stop and go
to bed, she recalled. As she
left his hotel suite and
pulled the door shut, she
recalled bursting into tears,
still clutching the doorknob.
“The Holy Spirit spoke to
me: ‘Get out of here,’ ” she
said. “All I heard the Holy
Spirit say to me is, ‘If you
stay in this room, you will be
destroyed.’ ”
The next morning at
breakfast, Dyer said, Hybels
approached her and asked
whether anything had hap-
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“He changed my
life. I wouldn’t
have the opportunities I’ve had.
... I credit him for
that. But then
there’s this other
side.”
— Nancy Beach, Willow
Creek’s first female teaching
pastor, who recounted
interactions over the years
with the Rev. Bill Hybels
she felt were inappropriate
pened that would prompt
her to tell the elders. She
said she recounted the details and told him if he did it
again, she would report it.
Though Dyer was contacted independently by
one elder this year, she has
never shared details of what
happened with current
elders or church investigators, because she didn’t
think the church would take
her allegations seriously.
Hybels told the Tribune
he never kissed or touched
Dyer.
“I don’t even want to
dignify ... I have never touched another woman’s
stomach other than my
wife. Why in the world
would I touch Vonda Dyer’s
stomach?” he said.
He said he has a strict
protocol for taking sleep
aids such as Ambien because he never wants to be
out of control, and characterized the rest of Dyer’s
story as completely false.
“This has reached a point
that I can’t sit silently by and
listen to these allegations
anymore,” he said. “I will
dispute what she said to my
dying breath. She is telling
lies.”
Dyer recalled that she
told her husband about
what had happened in Hybels’ hotel suite soon after
she returned, which he confirmed to the Tribune. But
she said she did not tell
church officials at the time,
confident she had sufficiently admonished Hybels.
She did confide at the
time in her “small group” —
a quartet of church women
who met regularly to support one another’s spiritual
journeys. One of those in
the group was Betty
Schmidt, an original elder at
Willow Creek and current
member, who confirmed
being told about the unwanted kiss in Sweden.
As time went on, Dyer
watched Hybels and how
women acted around him.
By 2000, she remembers
that she started to suspect
he was flirting, if not trying
to seduce others too. She
said she confronted him
and, after listing the specific
women, told him to knock it
off. He didn’t deny it, she
said.
“Understood,” she remembers him saying. Hybels told the Tribune he did
not recall the conversation.
Two years later, she was
terminated. She has not
alleged any connection between her termination and
her confrontation with Hybels and has not taken legal
action.
When told of Vonda Dyer’s story, church elders said
they did not know of it.
“We can only act upon
what’s brought to our attention,” Orr, the highest-ranking elder, said.
Dyer said she is speaking
up now because she does
not want Hybels’ behavior
to continue what she believes is damaging the
church.
“It is God who saves and
redeems and heals,” she
said, “but he wants none of
this behavior in his people,
in his church.”

An inquiry begins
In the fall of 2013, Leanne
Mellado was planning to
move to Colorado with her
husband, Jimmy, the longtime president of the Willow Creek Association.
Amid the goodbyes, a
friend asked Leanne Mellado for a private conversation. Something had happened with Hybels, Mellado recalled the woman
said. The friend arrived at
the Mellados’ home, curled
up on the couch in the fetal
position and began to sob,
Mellado recalled in an interview.
Mellado said the woman

11

told her things had started
after a meeting at Hybels’
home in Inverness, when
the pastor pulled her in for
an extended hug, which left
her feeling awkward. The
relationship progressed
through intimate communication over email, the
woman said.
Mellado told the Tribune
that the woman told her the
two eventually had consensual encounters, including
oral sex.
Leanne Mellado and the
woman exchanged a series
of emails. After seven
months, Mellado said she
decided that the time had
come to tell the elders.
It was up to the elders to
investigate, uncover the
truth and protect everyone,
Mellado believed, including
this woman.
She had an additional
concern. Her husband’s
new employer, Compassion
International, helped sponsor Willow Creek’s Global
Leadership Summit. It
would be irresponsible, she
said, for the charity to renew that sponsorship without making sure the woman’s allegation had been
properly vetted.
Leanne Mellado emailed
the woman in late March
2014 saying it was time for
light to shine on what had
happened. But the woman
did not want to cooperate.
“I hope you understand.
But if it comes to forcing me,
I will be silent,” the woman
wrote in an email reviewed
by the Tribune. “I feel I
should not have trusted
you.” The woman did not
respond to Tribune requests for comment.
But by April that year,
Mellado had shared her
concerns with Willow
Creek’s highest-ranking
elder at the time, Brian
Johnson.
Johnson, who did not
respond to requests for
comment, told Mellado in
text messages that he found
1,150 emails between the
woman and Hybels but was
not able to read them. He
then alerted other elders
about the situation, said
Pam Orr and Rob Campbell,
two elders at that time.
The woman urged Mellado to drop it because the
board did not have the
woman’s firsthand story,
“which for all anybody
knows could be a made-up
lie,” she wrote in an email.
By then it was too late.
Mellado had shared the
allegations with Johnson.
In addition, she also had
sought pastoral counsel
from John and Nancy Ortberg, former teaching pastors at the church. Nancy
Ortberg was then on the
board of the Willow Creek
Association.
Ortberg reached out to
Johnson to emphasize the
need for a “fair and thorough investigative process
… that has high integrity
which protects all parties in
pursuit of what is true.”
But Ortberg and Mellado
would allege later that the
elders’ review was not as
thorough as they had expected.
On April 6, 2014, a Sunday, Johnson and another
elder asked Hybels about
the alleged affair, and he
denied it, Campbell said.
Though Hybels offered his
electronic devices and financial records for review,
the elders were unable to
read the emails.
Hybels told the Tribune
that his email had been
hacked twice in the last 20
years, so he made sure his
messages weren’t archived
to prevent sensitive pastoral
matters from leaking out.
Also on April 6, Orr
contacted the woman, who
also denied any affair. Later
that day, the woman wrote
an apologetic email to Mellado.
“Some of what I told you
happened .. the insinuations, the flirting. But there
is no truth to the other
things,” she wrote in an
email, adding that she had
invented the rest because
she was angry with Hybels
and the church.
Hybels remembers meeting two elders backstage
that day after he preached,
and being told he was being
accused of having an affair
with a woman he describes
as a friend.
“It was shocking to me,”
he told the Tribune. “I told
them in the first 30 seconds
of hearing it, ‘This is a lie.
There is no truth to this.’ ”
Turn to Pastor, Page 12
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Ex-leaders unsatisfied with reviews
Pastor, from Page 11

Hybels said he knew the
woman was angry with him
at the time for not giving her
a job. He said she showed up
on the doorstep of his home
the following night sobbing
and apologized for having
lied to Mellado about Hybels, adding that she had
considered taking her own
life.
“It came like a meteor out
of the sky,” he said of the
allegation. “To this day, I
cannot understand. I have
no way of knowing what
was going on in her mind.”
Less than a week later,
Hybels emailed Nancy Ortberg and told her the woman had “made it all up,”
Ortberg said.
Ortberg, though, was unsatisfied. She and other
members of the association
board pushed for an independent investigation.
Ortberg recalled that her
frustrations with the pastor
mounted while the initial
allegations of an affair were
being considered by the
Willow Creek Association
board. She recalled that
during that debate, Hybels
told her that the woman at
the center of the inquiry
was suicidal. He said he
continued to offer her counseling — a clear conflict, in
Ortberg’s view, for someone
in Hybels’ position.
The elders, though,
didn’t share Ortberg’s alarm
because, Campbell said, Hybels was fulfilling his pastoral duty and had kept
elders informed every time
the woman reached out to
him.
After hearing this, Ortberg renewed contact with
another woman who, eight
years earlier, had confided
in Ortberg about her own
allegedly inappropriate encounter with Hybels.
The woman told Ortberg
about hugs that went on too
long and flirty emails and
texts using what she said
was the code word “moon”
— a reference to a time they
had been on Hybels’ boat
alone gazing at a full moon
in the night sky, Ortberg
said.
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The Rev. Bill Hybels preaches in 1985. An attorney hired by Willow Creek elders last year said his investigation of Hybels found no pattern of misconduct.
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Hybels in 1974. Willow Creek
lost an event sponsor over
concerns about how complaints are reviewed.

The woman also told
Ortberg in 2014 that she had
stripped naked on his boat
and swam in front of Hybels, Ortberg said. The
woman did not allege sexual contact, Ortberg said.
Ortberg took notes —
reviewed by the Tribune —
on the conversation, in
2014.
Ortberg says she sent the
notes to her board colleagues and tried to persuade the woman to talk
with a private investigator.
But the woman balked in an

emailed reply, saying she
did not want to be singled
out as an accuser.
What she allegedly did
on the boat, she said, did not
compare to Hybels’ alleged
extended and consensual
affair with another woman.
“The main reason: if (the
first woman) does not come
clean there is clearly no case
— and having my name out
there associated with him,
as little a deal as it is
comparatively, does not do
any good other than me
looking foolish,” she wrote
in an email reviewed by the
Tribune. The woman did
not respond to Tribune requests for comment.
Hybels scoffed when
asked by the Tribune about
that alleged incident on the
boat, saying he did recall the
woman swimming at night
near his boat, but denied
doing anything improper or
maintaining an inappropriate relationship with her
that included coded messaging.
The word moon was not
a code word and instead
was a reference to leisure
time in South Haven, he
said.
“When the moon would
come up over the trees she
thought that was the most
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wonderful manifestation of
God’s beautiful creative
hand,” Hybels said. “Look at
the moon, everybody. This
became a thing. She’s a
religious, spiritual person.”
Once again, Ortberg said
her pleas ended in frustration. Church elders informed the association in
late 2014 that they considered the matter closed.
Without any clear evidence,
they had found nothing
indicating an improper relationship, elders said. In December, the association
board decided to drop the
matter, too.

Mounting
concerns
For Ortberg and two
other board members, the
decision was the last straw.
Ortberg, along with Jon
Wallace, president of Azusa
Pacific University, and Kara
Powell, executive director
of a research center at
Fuller Theological Seminary, resigned from the association board in January
2015, later citing what they
deemed an inadequate review.
“It is our firm belief that
leaders should be open to
examination of and accountability for our actions,” Wallace and Powell
said in a joint statement
provided to the Tribune
earlier this month.
Ortberg told the Tribune
that the board’s decision not
to pursue another inquiry
was, in her opinion, a “complete abdication of fiduciary
responsibility,” and left the
board vulnerable to litigation if the allegations were
proved true.
Soon after, there was
more fallout from the
board’s decision. Compassion International chose not
to renew a long-standing
sponsorship of the Willow
Creek Association’s Global
Leadership Summit.
“The decision was made,
in part, as a result of Compassion’s concerns over
WCA’s process for reviewing complaints regarding
Willow Creek Community
Church senior leadership,”
the organization said in a
statement.
Still, for much of 2015
and 2016, Leanne Mellado
and Nancy Ortberg would,
together and separately,
continue to seek more accountability.
It was in this period that
Mellado reached out to Hybels’ wife, whom she considered a close friend, to
ensure she knew about the
allegations swirling around
her husband.
For nine months, John
Ortberg tried unsuccessfully to set up a meeting
between Hybels and the
four of them. Hybels said he
would meet with them as a
group only if he could do
one-on-one meetings first.
Concerned Hybels may try
to intimidate them in individual meetings, they refused, Ortberg said.
Hybels said the Mellados
and Ortbergs are at the
center of what he describes
as the collusion against him,
describing the couples as a
kind of “vacuum cleaner”
pulling in false accusations.
Both couples denied orchestrating a campaign to
bring Hybels down by gathering false claims to bring
against him. The last four
years have been painful,
they said.
“It’s absolutely not the
case,” John Ortberg said.
“This information came to
us in a way that was unlooked for, unwanted, and it
put us in a terrible situation.
To say I was motivated to

find a problem couldn’t be
further from the truth.”
He added, “I love Willow
Creek dearly.”
Pam Orr, the leading Willow Creek elder, said she
realized that those pushing
for continued investigation
were not going to drop the
matter unless the elders did
something drastic.
“By 2016, it had become
clear there was a whisper
campaign,” Orr said. “It was
the overall persistence.
Their claim was that we
hadn’t done a thorough
investigation.”
In August 2016, five
elders gathered with the
Mellados, Ortbergs, Beach
and Schmidt for a frank
conversation about their
concerns. Beach disclosed
her alleged hug in Spain.
Schmidt disclosed Hybels’
alleged kiss with another
woman in Sweden but
didn’t share Dyer’s name.
In March 2017, Lynne
Hybels wrote to Leanne
Mellado, saying she had
been shocked and disoriented by the allegation of an
affair, and had eventually
talked with the woman who
Mellado said made the
claim. Lynne Hybels wrote
that the woman again had
denied the affair.
“I believed her,” Lynne
Hybels wrote, lamenting
what she said were
breaches in confidence and
asking Mellado to “drop this
battle, or whatever it is.”
Lynne Hybels did not respond to messages seeking
comment.

Hiring outside
attorney
By then, Willow Creek
elders had taken a more
dramatic step, hiring attorney Jeffrey Fowler of Laner
Muchin in Chicago, a law
firm that specializes in
workplace issues.
Fowler reached out to the
Mellados and Ortbergs requesting their participation
in a renewed investigation.
The Mellados and Ortbergs
brought on as an adviser
Basyle Tchividjian, a former
sex-crimes prosecutor in
Florida and founder of a
nonprofit group the helps
victims of sexual abuse and
abuse of power by clergy
members.
Tchividjian later outlined
for Fowler what he viewed
as deficiencies in Willow
Creek church’s earlier handling of the Hybels situation, calling it a “cursory
examination of Pastor Hybels’ electronic devices, finances and travel records.”
Tchividjian said the Mellados and Ortbergs would
participate in Laner
Muchin’s investigation only
if it was, in their view,
“thorough, objective, and
independent.”
In an interview with the
Tribune, Fowler said his
work led to no findings of
misconduct, even if the investigation was somewhat
hampered by not having the
full cooperation of many
involved in the matter.
“After looking at thousands of documents, after
interviewing 29 people, and
doing as much as I possibly
could, I concluded that
there was no basis for believing that Pastor Hybels
had engaged in a pattern
and practice of misconduct,
and to the extent any specific incident had been raised
with me, I concluded that
his actions in those instances were not inappropriate,” Fowler said.
In April 2017, Fowler
closed his investigation,
clearing Hybels. The elders
declined to release a full
copy of any final report to

the Mellados and Ortbergs,
and a copy was not provided
to the Tribune.
Just weeks ago, another
woman who alleged Hybels
made improper contact met
with Fowler and Orr to hear
the results of the investigation of her claims. The
woman, who asked not to be
identified, said she told
church leaders last summer
that Hybels had put her in
several uncomfortable
situations, which included
remarks about how she
looked in her clothes and an
invitation to a hotel room.
Hybels denied anything
improper occurred and provided emails that he said
showed he discouraged the
woman’s suggestions to go
to his hotel room for a glass
of wine.
The woman also described witnessing an episode with another woman
on a boat in South Haven,
where she said Hybels had
suggestively touched the
woman’s bare leg.
During the course of the
investigation, she said,
Fowler asked her to identify
the model of the boat and
presented a pair of images.
He told her later that he
questioned the validity of
her account because she
had failed to identify Hybels’ boat correctly, she said.
Fowler said he interviewed 11 witnesses related
to claims made by the woman, and did not conclude her
account was credible. He
acknowledged sending her
images of boats because
Hybels had indicated to him
he was reaching for a switch
in the well of his boat and
had done nothing wrong.
“I sent the photos to that
individual, and she responded by sending me a
photo of about a 12-footlong, single-sail boat with
no well whatsoever,” Fowler
told the Tribune. “It would
have been in my mind
absolutely impossible for
there to have been six people on a boat and none of the
(others) had seen what she
said she saw.”
Hybels denied the account to the Tribune, noting
with emotion that his son
was on the watercraft at the
time. The pastor said he
believes the woman has
been totally discredited.
“I’m out of explanations,”
he said, adding, “I’m so
exhausted of hearing so
many lies that I’ve stopped
playing detective.”
Fowler ended this most
recent inquiry and issued a
report in February, again
clearing Hybels of misconduct. The woman resigned
and declined the church’s
requests to keep it confidential.
Hybels’ successor as lead
pastor, Heather Larson,
echoed his contention there
had been collusion against
him. “This situation has
been heartbreaking for me,”
she said in a statement.
For Betty Schmidt, the
former elder who has been
a member of Willow Creek
since the beginning, the
most recent controversy
over the investigation of
Hybels has “been very disappointing and disillusioning,”
“There was nothing like
(Willow) in the first 15, 20
years,” she said. “People
were coming to Christ.
They were finding their
spiritual gifts. They were
being forgiven of pasts that
could have been very horrible. … There was power,
God’s power. Somehow
that’s kind of gotten
tarnished.”
mbrachear@chicagotribune.com
jcoen@chicagotribune.com

75TH GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS

MOVING MOMENTS
The usually fluffy Golden Globe Awards had a different
feel as the spotlight shifted to the issues of gender
inequality and sexual harassment in Hollywood. A+E
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Lt. gov.
‘upset’
but loyal
to ticket
Rift with Rauner on
abortion doesn’t
dissuade Sanguinetti
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Bannon reverses course, apologizes
As aides defend Trump, former adviser
praises president’s eldest son as ‘a patriot’
By Laura King

book — “Fire and Fury:
Inside the Trump White
House,” released last week
— served only to underscore the author’s unsettling portrayal of Trump’s
year-old presidency, depicting a leader whose
own aides consider childish, ignorant and dangerously erratic.
The most vehement defense of Trump on Sunday

as fired former aide Steve
Bannon reversed course
and apologized for his role
in a new book’s explosive
portrait of Trump.
The president’s critics,
meanwhile, said Trump’s
stream of taunts and insults in response to the

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — With
President Donald Trump
cheering from the sidelines,
the White House on Sunday
pressed its defense of the
president’s fitness to govern,

came from senior adviser
Stephen Miller, a onetime
Bannon acolyte who distanced himself from his
former mentor. In a combative appearance Sunday
on CNN’s “State of the
Union,” Miller called the
book “grotesque” and
writer Michael Wolff “the
garbage author of a
garbage book.”
In his CNN appearance,

Miller called Bannon, who
was one of Wolff’s principal sources, “angry and
vindictive.” The author
quoted Bannon as using
the label “treasonous” for a
Trump Tower meeting in
2016 with Kremlin-linked
figures, in which Donald
Trump Jr. took part.
The book quoted BanTurn to Trump , Page 10

By Kim Geiger
Chicago Tribune

As Gov. Bruce Rauner
weighed the fate of a controversial abortion bill last
fall, Lt. Gov. Evelyn Sanguinetti had a decision to make.
Born to a teenage mother
and deeply religious, Sanguinetti opposes abortion
rights. Rauner, who gave
money to Planned Parenthood, was about to sign into
law a measure expanding
taxpayer-funded abortions.
“It was not easy,” said
Sanguinetti, recalling the
discussion she’d had with
the governor. “And him and
I talked about it, and he did
tell me at the end of the day
that he needed me to be
there with him. And I told
him I needed to pray on it.”
A re-election bid quickly
approached. Would she stay
on the team or opt out of the
2018 ticket? She says she
took a few days to decide.
“I talked to my family
about it. And I decided to
stand by the governor because in Illinois we have a
lot of things that we need to
focus on,” Sanguinetti said
during a recent interview
with the Tribune. “And so
here I am, next to him. But
was I upset? Yes. Do I
remain upset? Yes.”
If it’s uncommon to hear
about the state’s chief executive and his running mate
disagreeing on issues, that’s
at least in part due to the
fact that it’s rare to hear
about Illinois’ lieutenant
governor at all.
Aside from being first in
the line of succession, the
office is so light on responsibilities that conversations
often crop up about doing
away with it altogether.
During her first term,
Sanguinetti has focused on
studying the opioid epidemic and Illinois’ unusually high number of local
governments, with mixed
results. A newly created
task force on opioid abuse,
which Sanguinetti cochairs, has successfully advocated for the creation of a
hotline to help addicts, and
for a new law requiring
doctors to register with a
Turn to Lt. gov., Page 4

2017 ranked as
6th warmest on
record in Illinois
Last year, the state’s balmy
winter included the warmest February on record.
Chicago’s unseasonable
warmth included five days
with record temperatures
in the high 60s and one
reaching 70 degrees.
Chicagoland, Page 3

“Clergy pay less, and everyone else pays more.”
— Annie Laurie Gaylor, co-president of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, which is suing to end tax-free housing allowances for clergy

ALYSSA POINTER/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“The housing allowance makes all the sense in the world,” said the Rev. Chris Butler, pastor of Chicago Embassy Church on the South Side.

Clergy defend an IRS benefit
Appeal filed after court strikes
down tax-free housing allowance
By Manya Brachear Pashman |
Chicago clergy are fighting
a federal judge’s recent ruling
that tax-free housing allowances for clergy violate the
separation of church and
state.

Chicago Tribune

The 7th Circuit Court
of Appeals in Chicago will
be asked to weigh in on
the challenge to the socalled parsonage allowance — an Internal Reve-

nue Service benefit that
allows clergy to exclude
from their tax returns the
compensation earmarked
for mortgage payments,
rent, utility bills or maintenance costs.
The ministerial tax
break has been on the
books for more than 60
years and is cited by many
houses of worship, particularly smaller, inde-

pendent ones, as an important financial underpinning to carrying out
their mission.
But it has become the
latest target of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, a self-proclaimed
guardian of church-state
separation based in Madison, Wis., that challenged
the tax break, and won, in
a Wisconsin court.

“This is a huge privilege and benefit for
churches because tax-free
dollars go further,” said
Annie Laurie Gaylor, copresident of the Freedom
From Religion Foundation. “They have been
allowed to pay lower salaries when it’s all taxpayer
subsidies. Clergy pay less,
Turn to Clergy, Page 4

Metra tests high-tech backup safety system
$400M program
designed to halt
locomotive crashes
Paul Larsen was acting
like a bad Metra engineer.
He approached an area
where men were working
on the tracks without
slowing his train. The
Positive Train Control or
“PTC” monitor — part of a
system to prevent crashes
— began to flash and sound

Tom Skilling’s forecast
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a warning.
But Larsen did not cut
his speed. So the PTC
system took over, and
stopped the train.

High 38 Low 20

Larsen, a technical
engineer who specializes
in PTC, was not operating
a real train but an imaginary one in a South Loop
test lab, a small, white
room packed floor to
ceiling with computer and
communications equipment. It’s here that Metra
is trying out components
of what will eventually be a
$400 million safety system
that it hopes to have installed on all lines by the

Chicago Weather Center: Complete
forecast on back page of A+E section

end of next year.
“I can’t stress enough
the importance of this lab,”
said Bruce Marcheschi,
Metra’s chief engineering
officer. “To see it all in one
room, and how it interfaces with each other … it’s
worth its weight in gold.”
The safety system uses
GPS, radios and computers
to stop trains that are
speeding, moving into
work zones without permission, or are in danger of

colliding or derailing. All
railroads — from commuter lines like Metra to big
freight carriers like Union
Pacific — must install PTC
under an unfunded federal
mandate. It will cost the
industry about $10 billion,
Marcheschi said.
The safety system might
have prevented last
month’s deadly Amtrak
derailment in Washington
Turn to PTC, Page 6
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Clergy defend tax-free housing allowance
Clergy, from Page 1

and everyone else pays
more.”
Chicago-area clergy say
an end to the tax-free housing allowance would drastically reduce their takehome pay, limit how close
they can live to their houses
of worship and impede
their ministries, which
often offer safety nets for
the communities they serve.
“The housing allowance
makes all the sense in the
world,” said the Rev. Chris
Butler, pastor of Chicago
Embassy Church, a small
Pentecostal congregation
on the South Side, who
plans to appeal. “If I’m
looking to be God’s pastor to
this community and be
available to folks inside and
outside the congregation, in
a city like Chicago, whether
I’m doing that as a pastor or
an imam or the head of a
nonprofit organization, it
makes all the sense in the
world that I live in that
community. In a lot of these
kinds of organizations, my
church included, we’re not
making the world’s biggest
salary. This allowance is so
important.”
Last month, U.S. District
Judge Barbara Crabb ruled
that the clergy housing allowance favored religion
over secular groups and
violated the First Amendment. Though the ruling
did not immediately take
effect, it put many congregations and clergy across
the nation on high alert.
“A desire to alleviate financial hardship on taxpayers is a legitimate purpose,
but it is not a secular
purpose when Congress
eliminates the burden for a
group made up of solely
religious employees but
maintains it for nearly everyone else,” Crabb wrote.
“Under my view ... that type
of discriminatory treatment
violates the establishment
clause.”
Housing allowances,
often doled out as part of a
pastor’s paycheck, are excluded from gross income
under a federal tax provision adopted by Congress in
1954 to make sure all ministers were treated on equal
terms, regardless of their
congregation’s real estate.
Clergy who lived in

LOU FOGLIA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The Rev. Chris Butler of Chicago Embassy Church says clergy rely on a housing tax break.

church-provided housing
such as a rectory or parsonage had received a similar
exemption since the inception of the tax code. Extending the exemption to a cash
allowance for living expenses was intended to
more evenly apply the benefit.
The 1954 provision also
brought clergy into line
with secular employees
who receive housing
stipends to meet the demands of their jobs. For
example, hotel managers or
building superintendents
often live in close proximity,
if not on-site, to fulfill their
job duties.
Cash allowances can’t exceed the fair rental value of
a home. But that’s the only
cap. Regardless of whether
the residence is leased or
owned, a studio apartment
or suburban mansion,
clergy don’t have to claim
what the congregation
dedicates to those expenses
on their tax returns.
At Willow Creek Community Church in South
Barrington, leaders declined to discuss the housing allowances for their
clergy. But a decade ago, the
Tribune reported that its
senior pastor, the Rev. Bill
Hybels, negotiated a
$20,000 housing allowance.
Butler receives a few
hundred dollars a month —
hardly enough to cover the
mortgage on the modest

single-family home in Chicago’s Kenwood neighborhood where he lives with
his wife and four children.
Butler’s home plays an
even more vital role now
since the church gave up its
Englewood sanctuary and
started renting space in a
Hyde Park synagogue. Congregants sometimes meet at
Butler’s home for Bible
study and pastoral counseling.
“When you first hear it,
your mind might go to a
caricature of the church, a
big fancy church and a big
fancy preacher,” Butler said.
“This is really about those of
us who are much closer to
the ground doing this grassroots kind of work, not
making a ton of money.”
The recent challenge is
not the first time the tax
break has come under fire.
In 1970, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled that the tax
exemption does not violate
the Constitution’s First
Amendment ban on the
government making any
law respecting an establishment of religion. In fact, the
court said, not imposing a
tax burden minimizes the
government’s interference
with religious entities and
helps guarantee the free
exercise of religious belief.
“Certain entities that exist in a harmonious relationship to the community at
large, and that foster its
‘moral or mental improve-

ment,’ should not be inhibited in their activities by
property taxation or the
hazard of loss of those
properties for nonpayment
of taxes,” the court ruled.
Edward Zelinsky, a professor at Cardozo Law
School in New York City
and author of “Taxing the
Church,” does not believe
the tax break violates the
First Amendment. After all,
there’s no entanglement
quite like a tax bill and a
relationship with the IRS,
he said. At the same time, he
questions the wisdom of the
exemption and sees the
rationale of the Freedom
From Religion Foundation’s
challenge. But he added
that the group’s argument
doesn’t advance the separation of church and state.
“Separation is not what
they’re after,” Zelinsky said.
“They’re after a form of
equality. There’s no more
entangling relationship
than those who have wages
withheld from the government.”
Gaylor, of the foundation,
said she does hope Crabb’s
ruling leads to equal treatment for sectarian and
secular organizations. She
considers it a small victory
that sets the stage for more
critical challenges to come.
As lawmakers propose loosening the restrictions set by
the Johnson Amendment,
which bars tax-exempt religious organizations from

State’s
No. 2
sticks by
Rauner
Lt. gov., from Page 1

prescription drug monitoring program. But Sanguinetti’s task force on local
government consolidation
has produced few changes
to help rein in Illinois’ 7,000
units of government, beyond a four-year moratorium on the creation of new
ones.
Despite its longtime
punchline status, the office
was made a bit more politically useful when election
procedures were changed
so that candidates for governor and lieutenant governor
now run as a team in the
primary. The change allows
candidates for governor to
boost their ticket’s appeal
by adding a running mate
with a different pedigree.
In Rauner’s case, Sanguinetti checked off several
important boxes as a Latina
woman who grew up poor,
counterbalancing Rauner’s
background as a wealthy
white man who came from
privilege. Unlike Rauner,
Sanguinetti is a social conservative. In addition, she
hailed from the collar counties, a key swing voting
region.
She also lacked political
experience, having served
only on the Wheaton City
Council for a few years. One
of her council colleagues
was Jeanne Ives, who’s now
a state lawmaker challenging the Rauner-Sanginuetti
ticket in the March Republican governor primary. Ives
declined an interview request through a spokeswoman.
Sheila Simon, who was
lieutenant governor under
Democrat Pat Quinn but
opted to run for a different
office in 2014 where she
could make a “greater impact,” said she respects
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Lt. Gov. Evelyn Sanguinetti, shown with Gov. Bruce Rauner in 2016 at the Illinois State Fair
in Springfield, has focused on consolidating local governments and the opioid crisis.

Rauner’s running mate
choice.
Sanguinetti “has different access points than he
does — a woman, someone
who is fluent in Spanish and
is literally going to hear
things he doesn’t hear or
understand things he
doesn’t understand,” Simon
said.
Simon also noted that the
lieutenant governor is “an
adviser to the governor that
the governor can’t fire.”
Indeed, Sanguinetti remains one of the few original Rauner team members
following a tumultuous period that included several
departures by the “superstars” Rauner had hired
early on, plus a spate of staff
firings and resignations
over the summer.
Asked what she and
Rauner disagree on, Sanguinetti listed two areas — one
serious, one not so much.
“So, he doesn’t know how
to dress. And I’ve tried to
help, but brother won’t listen,” Sanguinetti said, referring to Rauner’s typical uniform of casual ranch-hand
slacks with a plaid buttondown shirt and ultra-long
sport coat. Sometimes, the
governor swaps the coat for
a vest.

“He’s his own person. He
beats to his own fashion
drum, but that’s one disagreement,” Sanguinetti
said.
The two also have been at
odds over clemency requests. Sanguinetti said
she’s often more inclined to
grant clemency petitions to
people who want their
record cleared so they can
take a job in law enforcement or help turn around
struggling youth in their
community.
“Because of my backdrop, I’m the one to say, ‘I
want him (to get clemency).
I would only listen to somebody like this if I was a
youth in trouble because
he’s an authentic messenger. He’s not somebody
starting out of college
telling me how I should
behave. He’s been through
it, and he’s risen from it,’ ”
she said.
But as Rauner has diligently cleared a massive
backlog of clemency petitions in recent years, he’s
granted just 3 percent of the
requests. Quinn, by contrast, had an approval rate of
around 36 percent.
And, of course, the two
clashed on the abortion bill.
Though she decided to

“stand by” Rauner, Sanguinetti was not at the news
conference the governor
held to announce his position on the bill. Instead, she
issued a brief statement
saying she “wouldn’t be
here today if it weren’t for a
15-year-old refugee who
chose to have me and keep
me.”
“While I disagree with
the governor on this, we
must focus on our areas of
agreement — enacting real
reforms we need to turn
Illinois around,” the statement said.
Rauner offered similar
logic when he was asked
recently why it was important for him to keep Sanguinetti on board.
“Getting our state going
the right way is going to be a
big team effort,” he said.
“She’s my lieutenant governor,” Rauner later added.
Still, Sanguinetti says, the
two are on the same page
about most things — a
dynamic she credits to the
new election system that
required them to campaign
as a team from the start.
“From day one when we
were sworn in, we were on
the same plane, you know,
we were in sync as far as
messaging and the things

supporting political campaigns, Gaylor said the
foundation must push for
religious organizations to be
held to the same standards
as other nonprofits.
To accomplish that mission, the foundation
launched a relief organization two years ago but has
filed none of the obligatory
tax forms because they are
not required of churches. If
the IRS slaps the foundation with the expected
sanctions, Gaylor’s group
will file another lawsuit,
arguing that churches
should be equally transparent.
“Churches have no accountability already,” Gaylor said. “If they were
uniquely allowed to politic
in the pulpit, there isn’t a
limit to what could be
done.”
But some clergy and legal
scholars say not all religious
organizations are equal and
they should not necessarily
be held to the same standard as everyone else.
Lloyd Hitoshi Mayer, a
law professor at the University of Notre Dame Law
School, said removing the
housing allowance altogether could have devastating consequences for
ministers and houses of
worship. But he does think
the government should
consider limiting how
much the allowance benefits wealthy congregations
and clergy.
“While not everyone
agrees that churches … are a
positive influence on society, I believe the vast majority of the public does and so
would not support a change
that would negatively affect
so many of them,” Mayer
said.
The Rev. William E.
Crowder, senior pastor of
Park Manor Christian
Church on the South Side,
said he already moved to
the suburbs and could make
ends meet without the
housing allowance his Disciples of Christ church provides. But he knows plenty
of storefront church leaders
and clergy of dwindling
congregations who could
not.
“It’s about taking money
away from people who are
really faithful and really
trying to make a difference

in the community,” Crowder said. “When you think
about the taxes you already
pay living in Chicago, living
in Cook County, you’ve still
got the water tax, the paper
bag tax, property tax going
up as well.”
Rabbi Fred Reeves of
KAM Isaiah Israel, a Reform Jewish temple in
Hyde Park, can’t imagine
living in the upscale South
Side neighborhood without
a little help. He supports
Butler’s efforts and knows
firsthand what challenges
the pastor faces. Since Chicago Embassy gave up its
worship space, the synagogue has rented its chapel
to the congregation for Sunday worship.
“Because clergy generally are paid lower, it is a
challenge to live in the
communities that you
serve,” said Reeves, who
reports the fair rental value
of his Hyde Park condominium to the temple board
every year. “If you’re serving a community that’s a
destitute community, that’s
one thing. If you’re serving a
community that’s more
well-to-do, sure, you get
paid a little bit better, but
still living in that neighborhood is a huge challenge.”
Butler grew up going to
Chicago Embassy and became a community organizer and church volunteer.
He eventually started his
own public affairs consulting firm to help promote
issues that impoverished
areas face. When the congregation called him to
serve as the senior pastor,
he scaled back his for-profit
pursuits to pursue full-time
ministry. He believes an end
to the housing allowance
would force him to shift
that balance and scale back
his ministry instead.
“When you change
something in the tax law
that takes a few thousand
dollars out of the pockets of
most of the leaders doing
this type of work, it will
have a significant impact,”
Butler said. “You don’t want
to drive people who are
doing good out of their jobs,
because we need everybody
making these contributions.”

that we believed in and
what we wanted to deliver
for the people of the state of
Illinois,” Sanguinetti said.
After winning election,
Sanguinetti quickly went to
work settling into her
Thompson Center office,
bringing in a collection of
modern art paintings she’d
inherited from her father.
“My husband hates modern
art, so he was very happy to
see it in my office,” she said.
She held on to several of
Simon’s staff members to
help with the transition, but
ultimately cut her staff size
in half and closed down
office spaces in Carbondale
and Springfield. Sanguinetti
says that move was made
possible by her close working relationship with the
governor — the two are able
to share staff for policy
issues. But it does limit her
independence.
Even before the election,
Rauner had been traveling
the state telling voters that
he planned to task Sanguinetti with figuring out ways
to consolidate Illinois’ 7,000
units of local government to
save taxpayer money. Creating the task force was one
of the first things he did
when he took office, and
Sanguinetti went quickly to
work, though she says she
was less than excited about
the idea.
“I wanted to dedicate
myself to more issues that
are more sexy to your usual
person,” Sanguinetti said.
“And when you think about
consolidation and unfunded mandates, it’s not
very sexy, right?”
As she set out on her task
force mission, Sanguinetti
got an on-the-job education
about the issue, finding that
oftentimes school districts
or local fire departments
were already cooperating
with one another to share
resources and reduce duplication.
The task force produced
27 recommendations for
ways to consolidate local
governments and reduce
unfunded mandates. But so
far, only a handful have
made it into law.
Sanguinetti says she now
sees the issue as “the gift

that keeps on giving.” And
she’s taken what she
learned on the task force
and turned it into a journal
of “best practices” to highlight areas where local governments are already consolidating and sharing services and expenses.
Ives spokeswoman Kathleen Murphy suggested the
task force was an example
of the Rauner administration’s failure to live up to its
promises.
Also on Sanguinetti’s list
of duties is the opioid epidemic — another issue that
she says she didn’t know
much about before taking
office. It was the DuPage
County coroner, she said,
who alerted her last year
that the epidemic had reached into the suburbs.
“You know about
Wheaton, Ill. We are very
religious and conservative
there,” Sanguinetti said.
“And he was telling me
about all the people that
were dying and the fact that
it knew no neighborhood
and no class.”
Drug use and gang violence associated with the
drug trade have plagued
Chicago for decades, and
Downstate communities
have battled meth use for
years. Sanguinetti traveled
the state to hear about the
crisis and says she now
views the opioid epidemic
as a public health issue.
She’s been trained to administer Narcan, an antidote that’s used to reverse
opioid overdoses, and is
defensive when challenged
by people who question
giving addicts access to unlimited doses of the the
antidote.
“The first thing I tell
these people is it’s time to
change the lexicon because
science is telling us that this
is a disease,” she said, likening Narcan to the drugs
she uses to treat her multiple sclerosis. “The way I
choose to treat my disease,
nobody questions it because
it’s a disease. We need to
think of substance abuse
disorder and accept it for
what it is, it’s a disease.”

mbrachear@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @TribSeeker
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University pastor faces
penalty for gay wedding
By Manya Brachear Pashman |
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Limiting access to pill-based abortions
Pill-based abortion is increasingly popular in the United
States, with some clinics using videoconferencing to serve
women in remote areas. Opponents have responded quickly,
prohibiting abortion via telemedicine in 20 states since 2011.
In one of those states – Iowa – the state Supreme Court
reversed the ban.
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With a doctor on video, a patient takes a pill. In a day or
two she’ll take a second medication, ending the pregnancy.

and love a woman who has
had an abortion,” the first
paragraph reads. “You are
not alone.”

Waiting periods,
protesters
Another young woman
came to the clinic from
Texas, bundled up against
the unfamiliar Illinois winter cold in two coats, two
shirts, a scarf and hat. The
decision to terminate
wasn’t easy, she said.
“I think you always make
the decision instantly,” said
the woman, who also
wanted to remain anonymous. “But deep down inside you’re never, I don’t
think anyone’s ever, sure
that they’re doing the right
thing.”
She found comfort after
talking to a few close
friends, who revealed they,
too, had terminated a pregnancy.
“It’s not until you open
up to them that you find out
that they’ve also gone
through the same experience,” she said. “It’s like you
never know your friends go
through it, because it’s
something no one wants to
talk about.”
As it happened, the
young woman already had
plans to travel to the Chicago area when she learned
of her unplanned pregnancy. She found Whole
Woman’s Health online.

She didn’t come seeking a
medication abortion; that
just happened to be the
service available the day she
could make the appointment.
Other days of the week,
doctors on-site perform
surgical abortions. The
room where telemedicine
patients talk with the doctor on the iPad is typically a
recovery room on surgical
days, with women resting
after the procedure in recliners draped with purple
blankets under low lighting,
some sipping herbal tea.
The Texas woman had
called another clinic in her
home state first but said she
was told there was a twoweek wait for the first
appointment. Texas law
also typically requires a
24-hour waiting period between the ultrasound and
abortion, necessitating two
trips.
When she inquired about
scheduling the second appointment, she recalled the
response over the phone
was “not sure.”
She also worried about
facing anti-abortion protesters, who were known to
have a large presence at
Texas clinics, sometimes
encouraging patients to enter vans outside offering
free sonograms.
“That’s intimidating, it’s
scary, it makes you angry,”
she said.
While the quiet, unas-

In Peoria, licensed practical
nurse Holly Worsfold consults with an off-site doctor
on a video call last month.

suming building in Peoria
also sometimes attracts protesters, none had ventured
out that particular frigid
winter day. The main entrance was reconfigured so
patients enter and exit from
a back door, leading to a
parking lot shielded from
public view.
The Iowa-based Planned
Parenthood of the Heartland was a pioneer in telemedicine when it launched
its program in 2008. In
2013, that state’s board of
medicine passed a rule barring abortion via telemedicine, but the Iowa
Supreme Court later struck
down the provision, saying
it could require patients to
travel hundreds of miles to
reach clinics.
Then in May, Planned
Parenthood announced that
four Iowa clinics would
close because of recent state
funding cuts. One in the
Quad Cities on the Illinois
border provided telemedicine abortions until it
closed in December.
Telemedicine isn’t offered at any Planned Parenthood clinics in Illinois.
A little after noon, snow
began to drift outside the
Peoria clinic, covering surrounding roads in an icy
slush.
Two patients — one traveling from Tennessee, the
other in-state but hundreds
of miles away — called to say
they couldn’t make their
appointments.
“Women all the time face
different barriers, whether
it’s transportation or funding,” said Fatimah Gifford,
spokeswoman for Whole
Woman’s Health. “The barrier that day was the
weather.”
The young woman from
Texas put both her coats
back on, wrapping her scarf
tightly around her neck,
before leaving the clinic.
“I’m pretty sure I’ll feel
better once I’ve gone
through the whole process,”
she said as she left. “I know
when I go home, I can focus
on work. On school. On life.”
A few weeks later, she
said she believes she made
the right choice, though it is
a choice she still struggles
with emotionally.
“You really sit down and
you ask yourself, did you do
the right thing?” she said.
“Seeing baby clothes or anything related to babies, it
reminds you of the decision
you made. But it also motivates me to put effort into
all of those reasons —
school, work. I do want to
build a better life for it when
I do have a baby. To give it a
better life.”
eleventis@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @angie_leventis

As a gay student and
staff member at an evangelical Christian college,
Marcus Mason-Vivit
needed a friend, mentor
and trusted colleague. He
found all of that in the Rev.
Judy Peterson, the campus
pastor at North Park University on Chicago’s North
Side.
He and his husband-tobe could not imagine anyone else officiating at their
wedding last April, and she
readily agreed when he
asked. But when a picture
from the ceremony surfaced on social media, the
Evangelical Covenant
Church, the Chicagobased denomination that
oversees North Park and
ordained Peterson, suspended her credentials
and the university placed
her on a paid sabbatical
after students left for winter break.
Now she faces a church
disciplinary hearing Friday and could lose her job
permanently.
“Knowing someone so
beloved by thousands of
people had something taken away from her because
of who I married and who
I love and who loves me —
we’re deeply saddened,”
said Mason-Vivit, 31, who
now lives in Berkeley, Calif.
“We have a bit of hope that
this is not the end for Judy
and that this is not where
the conversation ends for
the Evangelical Covenant
Church.”
The suspension of
Peterson, a well-known
figure on campus for the
past 11 years, has sparked
outcry among students and
alumni. More than 4,400
have signed a petition that
calls for a deeper discussion on participating in
same-sex weddings and a
moratorium on disciplinary measures for
clergy who play a role in
those weddings. The
church, they point out, has
a long tradition of discussion, debate and tolerance
when it comes to doctrine.
But leaders of the denomination say there are
limits to that tradition
when it comes to its clergy.
Peterson said she knew
there could be consequences when she agreed
to officiate last year’s ceremony. In an email to her
chapel team that has been
widely circulated, she explained that she met and
prayed with a church executive charged with the
care and discipline of pastors before the wedding.
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She also weighed the pros
and cons with the couple
in the months leading up to
the ceremony, Mason-Vivit
said, and told the couple
“she felt it was right.”
“Over my tenure at NPU
I have sat with countless
LBGTQ young people who
wrestle with whether or
not they are worthy of love,
who feel crushed under
the weight of the shame
they feel because of their
inability to ‘overcome’
their attractions and who
fear they will never be able
to truly be themselves in
the churches in which they
were raised,” she wrote.
“And I have done my best
to be their pastor.”
“This was not a flippant
decision done with disregard for religious rules, but
rather a discerned decision
to stand with my brothers
in the same way Jesus has
stood with me; in everything and at all times, no
matter what,” she said.
But because of the denomination’s history of
supporting theological dissent and the steps Peterson
took before the wedding,
she didn’t expect church
and school leaders to immediately demand her resignation. After some conversation, denomination
officials temporarily suspended her credentials
while conducting a review.
The university placed her
on a paid sabbatical.
With more than 850
churches in the U.S. and
Canada and 225,000 in the
pews every Sunday, the
Evangelical Covenant
Church is based on a tradition of pietism, or conviction that the religious
feuds of the 17th-century
Reformation did harm to
the Christian people and
the Christian faith.
“Our tradition has always been one where
we’ve given people a certain amount of space to
think deeply about key
issues,” said the Rev. John
Phelan, a retired professor
of New Testament studies
and former president of
North Park Theological
Seminary.
The principle called
“Freedom in Christ” has
applied to differences of
opinion on a wide range of
theological issues, including the appropriate age for
baptism, whether women
should serve in ministry,
atonement and end times.
But a denomination
spokesman said that freedom to disagree applies
primarily to congregants,

not clergy.
“Freedom for laity is a
gracious posture, welcoming all wherever they are in
their faith journey,”
spokesman Ed Gilbreath
said in a statement. “Freedom for clergy has boundaries.”
But students and alumni
say North Park, because of
its diversity, has a history
of encouraging rigorous
debate and dissent. Like
many higher education institutions with religious
ties, the university requires
theology courses. But unlike some evangelical institutions, North Park does
not require students to sign
and abide by a faith statement that echoes the denomination’s teachings.
“We support them as
they grow, but students get
to choose how they want to
grow,” said Jodi Koslow
Martin, the school’s vice
president of student engagement. “That said, the
needs of the students are
paramount. As I often say
to the staff, we love everyone who walks through
the door.”
Still, Maddix Vickers, an
alumnus, worries that
LGBTQ students will feel
marooned by Peterson’s
removal. As a student at
North Park, Vickers struggled with sexuality, gender
identity and depression
but always knew the campus pastor’s office offered a
haven from any judgments.
Now 32, Vickers recalls
returning to Peterson’s office after graduating and
coming out in 2011.
“At the time I wasn’t
talking to my family, so I
didn’t really know where
to run with it,” said Vickers, 32, who also began
transitioning 10 months
ago. “She was with me then
and I knew she would be
with me through this other
process.”
Since students returned
to campus this week, university administrators and
student leaders have
hosted a town hall meeting
and chapel chat to answer
questions and hear concerns. The university also
has added a mental health
counselor with experience
in sexuality and gender
identity issues.
“The denomination’s
positions are not part of
those conversations unless
the student is looking for
faith-based counseling,”
Koslow Martin said.
“That’s putting the students’ needs first.”
mbrachear@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @TribSeeker

Double murder inmate to go
free after cop torture claim
By Annie Sweeney
Chicago Tribune

A man who alleges Chicago police sliced the tips
of his shoes with a paper
cutter during his interrogation for two killings was
ordered released from custody Thursday after 21
years in prison.
The decision to resentence Jaime Hauad to time
served came after the Cook
County state’s attorney’s
office reviewed the case
and agreed with the defense team to his release.
Last year, the Illinois
Torture Inquiry and Relief
Commission found “sufficient evidence” to support
Hauad’s torture allegations, including that Chicago police officers tried to
coerce a statement from
him by threatening to cut
his toes and then slicing his
gym shoes.
“I want to thank the
state’s attorney’s for the
investigation,” Hauad, now
37, told Judge William
Gamboney shortly before
he issued the order. “And
for giving (me) back my
life.”
Hauad, who had faced
about 14 years more in
prison, could be released
from Graham Correctional
Center in downstate Hillsboro as early as Friday.
Hauad was sentenced to
life in prison for the gangrelated killings of Jason
Goral and Jose Morales in
May 1997, but he was
resentenced to 70 years in
prison in 2016 after a
change to the juvenile sen-

tencing laws because of a
U.S. Supreme Court ruling.
Hauad’s mother, Anabel
Perez, wiped a tear from
the corner of one eye when
her son, dressed in a
pressed white buttondown shirt, walked into
the courtroom. She stood
calmly leaning on a courtroom bench as she
watched the 10-minute
proceeding unfold.
Later she talked about
her unwavering belief that
her son would one day be
back home.
“I can’t wait to get my
son home,” said Perez, her
face beaming as she met
reporters in the lobby of
the Leighton Criminal
Court Building. “This is
long-overdue. I can eat,
finally. I can sleep normally. All I do is go to bed
and think about my son. All
day long I thank God,
asking God to take care of
him. I will continue to
thank God. But it is a
peaceful thank you (now).”
The Chicago Tribune
first highlighted Hauad’s
case in a front-page story in
2014 that included photos
of Hauad’s sliced Fila
sneakers and the dramatic
account of how Hauad
asked another arrestee to
take the shoes to his mom.
The defense had challenged eyewitness identifications of Hauad and also
provided evidence from
the FBI that an informant
had revealed the name of
an alternate suspect in the
killings.
But it was the Fila sneakers that the torture com-

mission zeroed in on in
separate reviews of the
case, most recently in 2017.
Hauad alleged that detectives clipped at the tips
of the shoes — all the while
threatening to cut his toes
— before taking them away.
The tips were damaged,
one nearly severed.
Later, as Hauad was led
into a police lineup, he saw
the Filas in a hallway —
both tips completely gone
now — and grabbed them.
Hauad alleged he quickly
handed them to another
arrestee, a friend from his
neighborhood on Chicago’s Northwest Side, and
asked him to put the shoes
on and take them to his
mom.
The commission found
that Hauad’s account appeared to be corroborated
by police lineup photos. In
the first of two lineups,
Hauad could be seen wearing the undamaged Filas.
In a later lineup, after
Hauad made the switch,
his friend was wearing the
shoes — and the tips were
missing.
Hauad never confessed
to police, but his attorneys
have argued in court filings
that any statements he
gave — including an alibi
that was later determined
to be bogus — were coerced by police.
In agreeing to Hauad’s
release, prosecutors did
not acknowledge his innocence. As a result, his
attorneys plan to continue
to fight to clear his name.
asweeney@chicagotribune.com

