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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
CALL TO ACTION!  -- H.R. 2340 “Fostering Intergovernmental Health Transparency in Veteran 
Suicides Act, or FIGHT Veteran Suicides Act” (Check HERE for co-sponsors) 
 
H.R.2340 (Rep Rose, D-NY-11) – Will direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide notice of 
any suicide or attempted suicide of a Veteran in a Department of Veterans Affairs facility. 
 

 

As a veteran of the U.S. Army, Rep. Rose serves on the 
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. He served as 
an active duty officer in Afghanistan from 2012-2013 
and earned a Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and Combat 
Infantry Badge. Congressman Rose is Ranger-qualified 
and continues to serve in the National Guard and is 
the first post-9/11 combat veteran to represent New 
York City.  National Guard and Reserve Components 
Caucus 

 
Additionally, the legislation would require VA to provide notice to Congress within no more 
than 60 days of the incident the following information regarding the veteran who committed or 
attempted to commit suicide: 

• the enrollment status of the veteran with respect to the patient enrollment system of 
the Department; 

• the most recent encounter between the veteran and any employee or facility of the 
Veterans Health Administration before the suicide or attempted suicide occurred; 

• whether the veteran had private medical insurance; 
• the Armed Force and time period in which the veteran served; 
• the age, marital, employment, and housing statuses of the veteran; and 
• confirmation that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs has provided notice to the immedi-

ate family members of the veteran regarding any Department support or assistance for 
which such family members may be eligible. 

 
SCRIPT 
 
I am calling to ask Representative ________________ to co-sponsor H.R. 2340.   
 

The Reserve Component continues to see suicides at an alarming rate.  The more infor-
mation we have on suicides or attempted suicides the better our chances to understand 
and focus VA resources on the right approach.  VA has diligently put their attention to 
this cause but sharing information with Congress and the public will allow a collective 
approach of individuals and experts to also help. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2340/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2340/text


Suicide Risk and Risk of Death Among Recent Veterans 
Among deployed and non-deployed active duty Veterans who served during the Iraq or Afghan-
istan wars between 2001 and 2007, the rate of suicide was greatest the first three years after 
leaving service, according to a recent study.  Compared to the U.S. population, both deployed 
and non-deployed Veterans had a higher risk of suicide, but a lower risk of death from other 
causes combined. Deployed Veterans also had a lower risk of suicide compared to non-
deployed Veterans.  These findings are from a study that looked at the vital status of 1.3 million 
Veterans from their time of discharge through the end of 2009. Read the study abstract. 
 
 
Department of Veterans Affairs report on Suicide Among Veterans and Other Americans 
2001–2014 

 
Office of Suicide Prevention 3 August 2016  
(Updated August 2017 by the Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention) 
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/2016suicidedatareport.pdf 
 
VA’s Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention has implemented significant suicide pre-
vention initiatives in recent years and months: expanding the Veterans Crisis Line to three call 
centers, launching the S.A.V.E. suicide prevention training video, implementing the Mayor’s 
Challenge, and partnering with the departments of Defense and Homeland Security to support 
Veterans during their transition from military to civilian life. 
 
ROA recently attended a meeting with Richard A. Stone, M.D., Executive in Charge, Veterans 
Health Administration and his staff from the Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention,  to 
discuss suicide rates among National Guard and Reserve veterans and it was recognized that 
more effort was needed to reach out to this population to prevent suicides.  VA has not previ-
ously engaged military service organizations like ROA but now recognize that both military and 
veteran service organizations can work with the department on this issue and many others af-
fecting the Reserve Component. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25533155
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/2016suicidedatareport.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=4070
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=4071
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/49825/employers-answer-call-mayors-challenge-conference-help-prevent-suicide/
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/49825/employers-answer-call-mayors-challenge-conference-help-prevent-suicide/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=3995
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=3995
https://www.va.gov/opa/bios/bio_stone.asp
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