
DoD Releases Guidance on  
New DD Form 214-1 Series of Forms 

 
 

Starting in 2014 ROA approached 
DoD to make a policy change to 
issue a DD Form 214 at predictable 
periods of time throughout a 
servicemembers career but 
unfortunately, no action was taken.  
ROA then joined forces with NGAUS 
and EANGUS to pursue legislation to 
force the DoD to act instead of an 
internal policy change. 
 
DoD was directed by Congress to 
make recommendations for a 214-
type of form which was addressed 
by a Pentagon working group. ROA 
was consulted by DoD for this 
congressionally directed working 
group in P.L. 116-92, SEC. 570. 
RECORDS OF SERVICE FOR 
RESERVES. To establish and implement a standard record of service for members 
of the reserve components of the Armed Forces, similar to DD Form 214, that 
summarizes the record of service of each such member, including dates of active 
duty service.  While it might have taken some time and Congressional coaxing to 
get the job done, the DoD working group has delivered a strong solution in the DD 
Form 214-1. 
 
The 214-1 captures many of the Reserve Component data points that have never 
been available in one comprehensive form.  DoD Instruction 1336.01 Certificate of 
Uniformed Service which establishes policy, assigns responsibilities, and 
prescribes procedures for the DD Form 214 and 215 series of forms.  The Service 
Secretaries have three years to implement procedures for issuing the DD Form 
214-1.  For the National Guard and Reserve, the DD Form 214-1 will be an 
additional form that will be issued with a DD Form 214.  Eligible recipients will be 
reservists retiring or separating from service on or after January 1, 2015.   



 
For Reserve Component servicemembers who who separated or retired before 
that date, ROA continues to advocate for the VA to publish a list of acceptable 
documents in lieu of a DD Form 214 so National Guard and Reserve Veterans can 
access benefits and services they have earned. 
 
Eligible DD Form 214-1 recipients are: 

• Members who are separated or released from a Reserve Component 

• Reserve Component members who transferred to the Individual Ready 
Reserve or Inactive National Guard 

• Reserve Component members transferred to Standby Reserve or Retired 
Reserve 

• Recalled retirees reverting to retired status 

• Other circumstances determined by the uniformed service 
 
Blocks of interest on the DD Form 214-1 include: 

• Total Active Points 

• Total Inactive Points 

• Total Career Points 

• Total Points for Retired Pay 

• Net Component Active Service 

• Non-Regular Retirement (NRR) (Yes or No) 

• Date Completed Years of Service for NRR Eligibility 

• Date of 60th Birthday 

• NRR Age Reduction Amount 
 
This is a huge win for Reserve Component member as when separate or retire, 
they will be issued a DD Form 214 and a DD Form 214-1 which will be an accurate, 
comprehensive, and universally recognized and accepted form of documentation 
of their entire service.  The servicemember can, with confidence, present to 
federal, state, and local agencies and gain proper access to healthcare, certain 
loans, and burial benefits which require a DD Form 214, which some Guard and 
Reserve servicemembers were never issued when they separated or retired.  ROA 
still supports legislation that would codify this policy into law, as well as 
provisions to provide officers regular issuance of the DD Form 214-1 and for 
issuance upon death of the servicemember as families can still access benefits 
and need proper documentation. 


	DoD Releases Guidance on
	New DD Form 214-1 Series of Forms
	Starting in 2014 ROA approached DoD to make a policy change to issue a DD Form 214 at predictable periods of time throughout a servicemembers career but unfortunately, no action was taken.  ROA then joined forces with NGAUS and EANGUS to pursue legisl...
	DoD was directed by Congress to make recommendations for a 214-type of form which was addressed by a Pentagon working group. ROA was consulted by DoD for this congressionally directed working group in P.L. 116-92, SEC. 570. RECORDS OF SERVICE FOR RESE...
	The 214-1 captures many of the Reserve Component data points that have never been available in one comprehensive form.  DoD Instruction 1336.01 Certificate of Uniformed Service which establishes policy, assigns responsibilities, and prescribes procedu...
	For Reserve Component servicemembers who who separated or retired before that date, ROA continues to advocate for the VA to publish a list of acceptable documents in lieu of a DD Form 214 so National Guard and Reserve Veterans can access benefits and ...
	Eligible DD Form 214-1 recipients are:
	 Members who are separated or released from a Reserve Component
	 Reserve Component members who transferred to the Individual Ready Reserve or Inactive National Guard
	 Reserve Component members transferred to Standby Reserve or Retired Reserve
	 Recalled retirees reverting to retired status
	 Other circumstances determined by the uniformed service
	Blocks of interest on the DD Form 214-1 include:
	 Total Active Points
	 Total Inactive Points
	 Total Career Points
	 Total Points for Retired Pay
	 Net Component Active Service
	 Non-Regular Retirement (NRR) (Yes or No)
	 Date Completed Years of Service for NRR Eligibility
	 Date of 60th Birthday
	 NRR Age Reduction Amount

