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through the Southwest
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articles by authors after each section
photos by Jimmie Andrews and Susan Spruce

S

tarting in historic Santa Fe, New
Mexico and traveling through
the four corners region, the
Texas Ramblin’ Roses Chapter helped
dozens of RVing Women get an up
close look at the Southwest during
their September 2 to October 26
cooperative rolling rally.
The group traveled more than
1,400 miles, made 11 stops and
visited eight national parks as well
as numerous national monuments
and historical and scenic sites. They
made sure they enjoyed delicious
Southwest cuisine, as well as hiking,
rafting and back road driving.

Stop 2
Parked under a 41-foot tree in Bloomfield, New Mexico.

away by successfully carpooling the
entire group to the historic Santa Fe
Plaza. From there, we took an informative tram tour of downtown and
the fantastic international artwork
along Canyon Road. We also visited
the miraculous spiral staircase in the
Loretto Chapel. Its unique construction
makes it appear to stand unsupported.
And of course we began our epic attempt
to sample as much of the amazing Santa
Fe cuisine as possible.

We split the remaining days between
visiting the myriad of Santa Fe’s museums, historic sites and art, attending the
annual Fiesta de Santa Fe and taking a
few excursions outside of Santa Fe. Nine
intrepid women trekked to Georgia
O’Keefe’s home and studio in Abiquiu.
There, we could step into her shoes in
the home she loved and where everything in the house and the large garden
is exactly the same as when she left.
Four women made the drive out to

Since it was a cooperative rally,
several women volunteered to host
each segment of the trip. Hosts
wrote the account of each stop.

Here is a short synopsis of their
trip.

Stop 1: Santa Fe, NM
September 2-8, 2019
Fourteen women gathered at the
Cochiti Recreatioin Area Campground, the first stop of the Texas
Ramblin’ Roses Cooperative Rolling
Rally. We started cooperating right
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Stop 1
Tent Rocks National Monument near Cochiti Recreation Area is a geological park featuring
hiking trails and wildlife amid cone-shaped tent rock formations.
rvingwomen.org

Bandelier National Monument to wander along the canyon stream between
crop fields, ceremonial kivas and Ancestral Pueblo homes. The interwoven path
made it easy to imagine the children
playing and adults working in the sunshine. We ended our stop by sampling
iconic Santa Fe green chile cheeseburgers before preparing for our journey to
the next stop.
–Donna Carmon

as little, involvement as people wanted,
with enough time to do group activities
but also choose your own.
Although we were a small group of
about 13 people, our excursions were
anything but small! We went on a group
outing to the Aztec Ruins National

Monument where we had an excellent
guide, an archeologist who was very
knowledgeable. Her enthusiasm when
she shared the stories of the ruins was
appreciated by all of us.
After that hike, we had worked up
quite the appetite, so we headed into

Stop 2: Bloomfield, NM
September 8-11, 2019
Bloomfield, and our stay at Moore RV
Park, was one of our shorter stays on
the rolling rally. It offered as much, or

Stop 2

Everyone worked up an appetite hiking at
Aztec Ruins National Monument (above
and left), so in the town of Aztec, on Aztec
Boulevard, they had a delicious lunch at the
Aztec Restaurant.
rvingwomen.org
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MESA VERDE NP

Stop 3

Nancy Larmon, Pat Gwyn and Jimmie Andrews
after hiking through Cliff Palace. They are
circled in top right picture.

the town of Aztec. On Aztec Boulevard, we found the Aztec Restaurant;
three Aztecs looked like a good sign!
The food was excellent, and we discovered that some of our own had a
talent for serving tea and water!
There were other excursions during
our three nights there that smaller
groups went on. These include the
Salmon Ruins Museum, but there was
not a fish in sight! LOL! There was a
beautiful hike, as well as impressive
kiva dwellings.
Our time may have been short, but
it was full of fun and visiting.
–Barbara and Vickie Albrecht

Stop 3: Dolores, CO
September 11-18, 2019
In Dolores, we stayed at a wonderful campground called The Views RV
Park and Campground just across the
road from the McPhee Reservoir. An
overlook provided a great view of the
reservoir and an even better view of
the Harvest Moon, which rose over
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the mountains while we were there.
We also visited the Galloping Goose
Railcar Museum. A converted steam
engine, the Galloping Goose is a gasoline-powered part car part train used
during the 1930s. Museum staff, conductors and maintenance crew all
showed up to give us a tour as well as
a ride on the train’s short track at the
museum. We loved it.
Many of us went to the nearby
national monuments, including Mesa
Verde, Canyon of the Ancients and
Hovenweep, where we learned about
the ancestral people of the area. At
both, there were several archaeological
sites available for viewing and some for
touring. The visitor centers at each of
these national monuments were also
extremely informative.
We visited local farmers’ markets in
Cortez, just 15 miles away. It was interesting to see how different the growing
seasons are from our hot, humid Texas.
There were many things to see and
do in and around Dolores, Colorado. I

wouldn’t mind going back and spending more time there.
–Jimmie Andrews

Stop 3
The fall Harvest Moon, rising over the
mountains near Dolores, Colorado.
rvingwomen.org

Stop 5: Page, AZ
September 21-25, 2019

Stop 4
Stop 4: Bluff, UT
September 18-21, 2019
Our stay in Bluff, Utah, at the Coral
Sands RV Park, convinced everyone that
sometimes dirt is better – dirt roads that
is. Even women who had never driven
off-pavement had smiles on their faces
as we cruised past the magnificent rock
formations of Southeast Utah.
We started with a scenic drive through
the surreal red sandstone buttes of
Monument Valley, pictured above. We
continued our exploration through
the appropriately named Valley of
the Gods. We passed statuesque geo-

logic formations like the 200-foot-tall
Battleship Rock. The views, literally
breathtaking, from the steep, sharp
switchbacks to the summit of Moki
Dugway, made the drive beautiful, as
well as exciting.
Watching videos, seeing authentic
homesteads and listening to descendant
volunteers made the Bluff Fort Historic
Site much more personal. It was almost
like we could see those early pioneers
who settled here after their harrowing
journey through the infamous Hole in
the Rock.
–Nancy Kline

There was so much to do in the Lake
Powell area in the short three days we
were there!
During the first evening meeting, the
hosts counted 27 women and 18 rigs,
the largest count for the entire rally.
Several new people joined the group at
this stop, including two who stayed in a
local hotel and three newcomers arriving all the way from Kentucky. The Lake
Powell RV Park and Resort is located on
a mesa, offering great views as well as
an indoor pool, a patio and a grill. They
even have covered wagons that you can
rent, instead of cabins. If we had known
that ahead of time, we could have had a
real Texas theme for a night.
Page is the gateway to the Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, which
covers a vast stretch of the Colorado
River and Lake Powell. The area is
mainly known for its water activities
and its famous slot canyons.
The hosts had planned activities for
every day, including visiting a variety
of the slot canyons and even tours of
the Glen Canyon Dam. Several members of the group also floated down
the Colorado River on a very cold and
windy day, which left some of us wet to

DOLORES, COLORADO

rvingwomen.org

Stop 3
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BRYCE CANYON NP

our undies. On our visit to Horseshoe
Bend, a great photo op, 12 of us did it
the easy way, taking a tour, while others made the sandy ¾ mile uphill walk
to the public overlook. On another
day, we frolicked on Lake Powell, taking boat tours. Some even did the ½
mile walk to Rainbow Bridge and saw
a unique formation that looks like a
lizard. Others kayaked on the lake
and some chose just to splash around
while swimming. A few visited Navajo
Bridge, which crosses the Colorado
River, and were able to observe the
rare California Condor.
It was a very busy stop, but there
was no time to rest as Utah and points
north were calling us!
–Tina Trost and Lori Sherwood
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Stop 7

Stop 6: Mt. Carmel, UT
September 25-October 2
Stop number six found us at the East
Zion Riverside RV Park in Mount Carmel
Junction, Utah. The main campground,
with only eight sites, was too small for
all of us, so we were dispersed amongst
three RV parks. Being separated proved
no challenge for the group as everyone
made sure to include others in all of
the planned activities. It was great to
see everyone step up to keep the communication flowing and see to it that
everyone had a ride to sightsee, eat,
shop and attend the daily meeting!
There was plenty to do during the
seven days we were there, including
visiting and hiking in Zion National
Park as well as Cedar Breaks National

Monument. When not spending time
in the parks, there were backcountry
gravel roads to explore, golf at the Thunderbird Hotel and exploring Pink Coral
Sands State Park. Several women took
Scenic Highway 14 to Cedar City as well
as a walking tour of the nearby town
of Kanab. Kanab also gave rally-goers a
chance to do laundry, shop for groceries, maintain vehicles and enjoy lunch.
–Cookie Davenport

Stop 7: Bryce, UT
October 2-6, 2019
After a month of traveling, 17 rally
rigs reached Utah Scenic Highway 12
and turned east, driving through the
glorious Red Canyon in Dixie National
Forest. By afternoon, 24 RVing women
rvingwomen.org

had checked into Ruby’s Inn RV Park
and Campground for our seventh stop.
The spacious RV sites were part of a
complex that included a lodge, a restaurant and a free shuttle stop for visits
to nearby Bryce Canyon National Park.
Our rally group of 24 boarded a park
bus Thursday for our private three-hour,
ranger-narrated tour of the 18-mile
drive through Bryce Canyon NP to
Rainbow Point. Ranger Randy, who was
from New Orleans, entertained us with
stories and information. He gave us an
overview of the plant and animal life,
geology, and a history of park development since the early 19th century when
early settlers Rueben (Ruby) and Minnie
Syrett first welcomed visitors to the area.
Highlights included the lookout views
at Yovimpa and Rainbow Points, Natural
Bridge, and learning about the longliving and resilient bristlecone pines.
Thursday evening, 15 of us celebrated
our first full day at Bryce Canyon with
a dinner and show at Ebenezer’s Barn
and Grill that featured western music.
The lead singer proudly announced that
he was from Dallas, as he greeted our
mostly Texas group and several hundred
others from the U.S., Canada, Europe
and Australia.
On Friday and Saturday, many made

return trips to Bryce Canyon via the
free shuttle to explore the trails, feast
at the lodge, and marvel at the “hoodoos” from viewpoints along the Bryce
Amphitheater rim. Others ventured
out to take a closer look at Red Canyon
and explore Kodachrome State Park.
One group reported that their visit to
Grosvenors Arch was well worth the
dirt/gravel road adventure.
Robbie Bottoms hosted a campfire at
site 129 on our final night at Ruby’s. We
enjoyed smores and learned more from
Robbie, Missy and Anita about what
to see in their home state of Kentucky.
Others shared personal stories, one
more great opportunity of many on this
trip to get better acquainted and enrich
friendships.
–Susan Spruce and Annette Jones

Stop 8: Torrey, UT
October 6-10, 2019
Sunday morning, we were on the road
again. This time we were heading to
Torrey, Utah. We had a choice of what
way we wanted to drive to get there.
Some of us traveled the northeastern
route along Scenic Byway 12, which
had a lot of curves and steep declines.
Others took the northwestern road that
was a longer distance but was easier on

the brakes and nerves. Each route had
different landscapes, but both had its
own beauty.
Thousand Lakes RV Park had a lot to
offer us. Besides the usual amenities,
they had their own Torrey Grill and
BBQ, a salon, a very nice gift shop and
a covered pavilion with picnic tables.
We met nightly in the pavilion to discuss what we had done that day and
our plans for the next day. Two new
members from Texas joined us in Torrey,
increasing our group to 26.
While we had only three full days in
this area, we didn’t let the grass grow
under our feet! We filled our days with
trips to Capitol Reef National Park and
took hikes on numerous trails where we
saw spectacular red rock formations,
colored cliffs, deep canyons and much
more. We took scenic drives through
the park and stopped at panoramic vista
points to take more pictures and videos
of the breathtaking scenery. Others
picked fresh pears and apples in the fruit
orchards located inside the park in the
tiny community of Fruita. Some of the
trees were planted initially many years
ago by early Mormon pioneers.
Several members went four-wheeling
in their jeeps or trucks, and a few spent
some time with a fishing guide learn-

BRYCE • TORREY • MOAB

Stops 7, 8, 9

Tina Trost and Lori Sherwood return from the
viewpoint at Bryce Canyon.
It was too cold to have the daily meeting outside in Moab, so it was held inside a rig.
Jimmie Andrews shows off “my awesome fish,”
while fly fishing near Torrey.
rvingwomen.org
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Stop 9

Canyons and switchbacks near Arches
National Park. Notice the RV heading
down the dirt road in the picture above.

ing the art of fly fishing. Yes! They
each caught several fish, which they
released back into the water. A drive
to Fish Lake was about 40 miles
away, but well worth it. The views
were spectacular, and the aspen trees
painted the mountains with beautiful shades of yellow, gold and orange.
While roasting hot dogs and making s’ mores one evening, we noticed
the International Space Station (ISS)
flying in the starry night sky. Several
times we also saw the Milky Way. Our
last night in Torrey, we met at a local
restaurant where we ate and shared
stories. We left this area having made
many new memories of the places we
saw and probably saving 100 or more
pictures in our cameras/phones! Utah
had so much beauty, and we had only
scratched the surface.
The next morning we woke up
to freezing weather, but it didn’t
dampen our spirits. We were off to
our next adventure!
–Barbara Long

Stop 9: Moab, UT
October 10-17, 2019
Ballard RV Park near Moab, Utah,
was our second seven-day stop. And
boy, were we ready for it. All of us had
housekeeping chores to catch up on
as well as shopping and laundry to
do. Some of us just wanted to catch
up on our sleep!
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Stop 5

A few women, including Cookie Davenport
(above) and Donna Carmon, took a side trip
to the North Rim of the Grand Canyon when
the group was in Page.

But it wasn’t all work and no play.
There were also many drives and hikes
we took at Arches National Park, Canyonlands, Sego Park, Delicate Arch and
Dead Horse Point, just to name a few of
the places we visited.
Adventures and activities that some
of the Roses took part in while in Moab
included rafting down the Colorado
River, hot air balloon rides and helicopter tours. Four daring souls took
to the steep hills and narrow trails in a
four-wheeler.
There was so much to do in the Moab
area that a seven-day stay just wasn’t
enough.
–Mary Egert and Nancy Camp

October 17-19, 2019
This was a built-in, two-day break during the Rolling Rally. Some went back to

see the sights they missed. Others took
their time going on to our next stop,
Holbrook, Arizona.

Stop 10: Holbrook, AZ
October 19-22, 2019
OK RV Park in Holbrook, Arizona
was the first stop where we had a rally
room for meetings. We used this room
for nightly meetings, visiting, even
working challenging puzzles. We were
glad we had a room because one night
it was so cold that the park turned off
the water to everyone’s site to prevent
pipes from freezing.
On our first day trip, we visited the
Petrified National Forest and Painted
Desert. What beautiful views we saw as
we drove through the forest and desert.
My absolute favorite was the petroglyphs from 1300 AD that were carved
into the rocks and depicted the Katina
culture and the Puebloan people.
Our second day trip was to Winslow,
rvingwomen.org

Arizona. Yes, we stood on the corner
next to the flatbed Ford, enjoying taking pictures of each other. We then
walked to the historic La Posada Hotel,
where we met for lunch and enjoyed
piki bread made fresh for the hotel that
they got from the local reservation. La
Posada is the only place that serves this
bread, which is made out of corn and
Saltbush ash. The food was superb. We
then went upstairs in the hotel to visit
the art museum.
These two days were packed with history, culture, fascinating views, and a
sense of awe as we walked where ancient
people lived and thrived between 1250
AD and 1380 AD.
–Mary Ann Miller

Stop 11: Williams, AZ
October 22-26, 2019
This was the last stop of the Texas
Ramblin’ Roses Rolling Rally. By now,
we were down to 19 women in 15 rigs
as we gathered at the Grand Canyon
Railway RV Park in Williams, Arizona.
Our first full day there, the majority of
us boarded the Grand Canyon Railway
train and made the nearly three-hour
train ride up to the Grand Canyon. Due
to a snafu, we were divided into separate
coaches. Upon arriving at the canyon,
we went to the El Tovar Lodge and had
a very enjoyable lunch, after which we

HOLBROOK • WILLIAMS

New member Therese Howell and Nan
Whitlow finish a very tough puzzle. This rally
room in Holbrook, Arizona was the only one
we had on the entire trip.

The group enjoys dinner at Miss Kitty’s Steak
House in Williams, Arizona.

went and gasped at the magnificent
views of the Grand Canyon. We did get
to be in the same coach on the return
trip! While we were gone, Mary Egert
prepared pizza and salad for all of us for
dinner. Everyone enjoyed it, and it was
very welcome after our long day.
On Thursday, everyone did their own
thing during the day, but that night we
all went to Miss Kitty’s Steak House for
dinner. The food was excellent!
On Friday, a few of the Roses went to
Bearizona Wildlife Park and enjoyed

all the animals that live there. Friday
night was our last hurrah, and we went
to the Grand Canyon brewery and had
our farewell dinner. There was lots of
laughter at dinner. At the same time, it
was sad to realize the adventure of the
rolling rally was coming to an end.
Some of the women continued on to
attend the RVW convention in Tucson,
while others started heading home.
Until we meet again... live, laugh, love
and camp.
–Olivia Dyar

1,385
$10
Stop 11

per night

spent at least
expensive campground
(Cochiti Recreation
Area, New Mexico, with
National Park Pass)

$48

BY THE NUMBERS
Total miles traveled by those completing
the entire round trip starting near Santa
Fe, New Mexico and ending in Williams,
Arizona. It does NOT include side trips!

$36

Average spent each night for
11 campgrounds for those who
traveled the entire 54 nights
of the rally. This would vary
depending on type of site,
hookups and length of stay.

7RVs
10 women
Went the entire
rolling rally

42 the rally stops
Total number of rigs that joined the rally
31 for one or more stops
Number of dogs who were on the rally
25 for all or part of the trip
Number of cats who were on the trip for
9 all or part of it
Total women who attended one or more of

per night

spent at most
expensive
campground
(Full hookups at
Page Lake Powell
Campground)
rvingwomen.org
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