
iosh.com

Building a safer future: 
Recognising professional 
development and competence in 
occupational safety and health
Mike Smith

Head of Awarding Organisation, IOSH

15 August 2025



Who are IOSH?

The global Chartered body for 
Occupational Safety and Health 
professionals

A charity with a simple vision - a 
safe and healthy world of 
work for everyone.





About IOSH
Competence:

• Dedicated to continuing professional development 

(CPD)

• Successfully completed the Chartered assessment 

process

Commitment:

• Reached the highest professional standard

• International recognition

Credibility:

• Valued by employers and recruiters

• Trusted by the public



IOSH: competence, commitment and 
credibility
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What is a 
professional 
standard?

• Statements of the skills, knowledge 
and understanding needed in the 
workplace.

• Outlines expected behaviours and 
attitudes for individuals in a particular 
profession. 

• Based on the concept of competence, 
defined as the ability to perform the 
activities to the standards expected in 
employment.



What is 
competence?

Attitudes and 

behaviours

Skills and 

experience

Knowledge and 

understanding



How is the 
standard 
developed 
and 
maintained?

Identify role/purpose
Consultation and 

feedback

Confirm the key 
components of the 

job/occupation/
membership grade

Define the task or 
required outcome

Ascertain the 
measure

Evaluation and review 



• Purpose 
statement

• Scope

• Knowledge

• Skills

• Understanding

• Behaviours

Standard

• Training

• Qualifications

• CPD

Measure

Establishing a benchmark

Analysis



IOSH competency 
framework:
shaped by
research, ready 
for today's
workplace

All our qualifications, 

membership grades and 

CPD are built using the IOSH

competency framework.



Applying the standard

Business 
assurance 

tools

Job descriptions Record skills Identify gaps

Career adviceSignpost to 
solutions

Blueprint - CPD

Match 
workers to 
vacancies 



Recognising professionalism 
in occupational safety and 
health

Professional standards

• Regulated IOSH qualifications

• Accredited programmes for membership

Membership grades

• Underpinned by continued professional development (CPD)

• IOSH Blueprint

IOSH for Business

• Business assurance 

• Self-assessment tool – improvement plans



IOSH qualifications

TechIOSH CertIOSH



Programme accreditation

• Attract prospective students 

• Can use ‘IOSH accredited programme’ 
logo in marketing materials

• International employers often require 
IOSH membership so this can help 
students' employability

• Help your qualification stand out in a 
competitive marketplace 

• Unlock student membership for learners 



IOSH 
membership:

Affiliate
Technical TechIOSH
Certified Cert IOSH
Chartered CMIOSH
Chartered Fellow 
CFIOSH



Creating a 
safer, 
stronger 
business 

IOSH for Business

• Illustrate strategic direction

• Create confidence

• Improve productivity – a motivated 
workforce

• Impact the bottom line

• Future proof the business – social 
sustainability



Building blocks for a safer 
future

Professional standard

Training and CPD 

accreditation
IOSH qualifications

OSH 

competence

Business 

assurance

Improved 

workplace 

safety



iosh.com

Enkosi! Baie dankie! Thank you! 

mike.smith@iosh.com
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