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Experience you can count on. 
Personal attention you deserve. 
A name you can trust... in your community.

• Aggressively represent the client, drawing upon nearly 
four decades of trial experience. We will utilize our firm’s 
significant resources to obtain the very best possible 
outcomes and recoveries.

• We will thoroughly analyze each client’s unique situation 
and ensure they fully understand their rights. We will 
then evaluate the most appropriate legal options with 
their best interests and personal goals in mind.

Please contact us at any time to 
discuss opportunities to work together. 
We appreciate your referrals.

When you need to refer personal injury or malpractice cases that your 
firm does not handle, we can assure you that we approach each referral 
with the highest level of personal attention and that your attorney-client 
relationship will always be protected.

and the Very Best Legal Representation for Your Clients

*Florida Bar allows increased 
referral fees with Court approval.

Our Personal Pledge: 

Experience.
Trust.

Personal 
    Attention.

Now Offering 30% Referral Fees*

Sarasota, Florida 34236 • 941.444.9601 • dandannheisser.com

http://dandannheisser.com
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“Being a mom has made me so 
tired. And so happy.” 

—Tina Fey

Just two weeks ago we celebrated 
my daughter’s twelfth birthday, 
which is also the twelfth 

anniversary of my becoming a 
mom. Those infant days seem like 
so long ago, but as I watch young 
lawyers like YLD President Sara 
Castro navigate the early days of 
motherhood along with the stresses 
of being a young lawyer, I am 
reminded of how exhausting and 
stressful it was. 

Yet somehow you push through 
that never-ending fatigue of the 
first years and emerge on the other 
side, amazed you are raising a 
small person in this crazy world. 
And while it does get easier in 
many ways, the parenting issues 
and responsibilities become more 
complex. You are no longer worried 
about whether your child will ever 
sleep through the night; instead, you 
are worried about whether you can 
continue to fend off the requests for 
cell phones and the perils of social 
media. There are many days now 
I would take a sleepless night over 
an argument about what “everyone 
else” in middle school is allowed to 
do! 

Yet, I wouldn’t trade any of 
it. Being a mom is not easy, and 
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balancing motherhood with a 
legal career is even harder, but 
motherhood is the best job I’ve 
ever had. As I watch my colleagues 
send their kids off to college, I try 
to appreciate and capitalize on this 
limited window I have right now 
with my kids. It goes so quickly. 
Some days are easier than others, 
and some nights become workdays 
after the kids are in bed. But every 
minute is worth it. Often tired, yet 
so happy.

Happy Mother’s Day to you and 
yours. Celebrate it. And for those 
young lawyers in the early stages 
of motherhood, talk to those who 
traveled the road before you. I 
promise you’ll learn something and 
gain some perspective. I know I did. 

Welcome, new members! 
The following represents each new member’s name, law school, 

year of admission to The Florida Bar, and law firm association.

n �Katherine McCurdy: Western Michigan Thomas Cooley of Law; 
Expected Graduation May 2021 

n �Mariam Morshedi: Boston University School of Law; Subscript Law

n �Audrey Randall: St. Thomas University; 2004; Audrey F. Randall, P.A.

n �Forest Sutton: Stetson University; 2020; Office of the State Attorney

Want to be 
reminded of 
upcoming 
SCBA events 
while you 

scroll through Facebook? How 
about a glimpse of past events 
you missed? Maybe even some 
local legal news and events? 
Please “like” our Facebook page 
to receive future updates and  
photos by clicking here:  
www.facebook.com/SarasotaBar

Find us on Facebook

http://www.facebook.com/SarasotaBar


To advertise in the Docket, please see the rate 
card at the Bar’s web site, sarasotabar.com, or 

call the office at 941-861-8180.

Your ad here
reaches the movers and 

shakers in Sarasota’s legal 
community. Call today to get 
your firm or business in front 

of our elite readership.

In my 30 years as a 
Supreme Court Certified 
Mediator I have successfully 
mediated every type of 
civil case including:
 
• Construction Litigation
• Business & Commercial 
   Litigation
• Real Estate Litigation
• Personal Injury
• HOA, Condo & MHP Disputes
• Estate & Trust Litigation
• Labor & Employment 

Use my experience to “help me 
help you” reach a settlement.

Mediation   Arbitration

941.955.5100
Dana.Watts@uswdlaw.com
713 South Orange Avenue, Suite 201
Sarasota, FL 34236

BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL LAWYER
CERTIFIED CIRCUIT COURT MEDIATOR

DANA J. WATTS

http://sarasotabar.com
mailto:Dana.Watts@uswdlaw.com
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION

Sara Castro, 
Esq. 
Farr, Farr, 
Emerich, 
Hackett, Carr, 
& Holmes, 
P.A.

YLD  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

This month one theme of The 
Docket is Mother’s Day, which 
falls on Sunday, May 9, this 

year. In researching for this article, 
I came across an interesting history 
behind the origin of Mother’s 
Day—a more complicated and 
slightly darker origin story than 
you may think when looking at our 
present-day holiday. Mother’s Day 
was originally created to honor 
a mother who lost multiple chil-
dren to epidemics during the late 
1800s in the Appalachian region of 
Virginia. 

In 1908, a Virginia woman 
named Anna Jarvis held a celebra-
tion intended to honor mothers 
and began campaigning for the 
day to gain wider recognition, 
which led to President Woodrow 
Wilson’s 1914 proclamation declar-
ing the second Sunday of May “a 
public expression of our love and 
reverence for the mothers of our 
country.” Anna was inspired to 
organize the celebration by the 
memory of her mother, Ann Jarvis, 
a mother to 11 children, only 4 of 
whom survived infancy. Tragically 
that was a common situation in 
the Appalachian region at the time, 
largely due to epidemics that were 
spread by poor sanitary conditions. 
Upon her sixth pregnancy, Anna’s 
mother began to work to improve 
the infant mortality rate, organizing 
events at which doctors educated 
local mothers on hygiene practices. 
The events were called Mothers’ 

Day Work Clubs. Ann Jarvis passed 
away on the second Sunday in May 
in 1905.

Once Mother’s Day was estab-
lished and became widely 
acknowledged, Anna Jarvis 

became displeased. The accounts 
of her reasons vary, but a common 
theme runs through—she was 
unhappy with the use of the day 
by organizations, both commercial 
and non-profit, to generate revenue. 
According to the BBC, in reaction 
to an increase in the price of carna-
tions, Jarvis issued the following 
press release: “What will you do 
to rout charlatans, bandits, pirates, 
racketeers, kidnappers and other 
termites that would undermine with 
their greed one of the finest, noblest 
and truest movements and celebra-
tions?” She made copyright claim 
to the phrase and apparently fought 
at least 33 lawsuits over the issue. 
Towards the end of her life, she even 
went door-to-door in an effort to 
have the day rescinded. Jarvis fought 
the commercialization of Mother’s 
Day with her inheritance funds 
and, by the end of her life, she had 
depleted her funds and ended up in a 
sanitarium. Although historians say 
she never took funds from the florist 
industry or attempted to profit from 
the day herself, there are rumors that 
the floral and card industries may 
have paid for her care in the sani-
tarium through the end of her life in 
1948. 

Mother’s Day: It’s not all flowers and candy
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There have been many other 
celebrations of motherhood and 
potential persons to whom credit 
should be given for the holiday, both 
domestically and around the world. 
However, this particular series of 
events that led to recognition of 
the holiday in the United States 
should remind us of some important 
parts of motherhood that are often 
overlooked. Sometimes motherhood 
doesn’t look like the Hallmark 
version; sometimes it looks like 
a mother with children you can’t 
see—like Ann Jarvis who had to 
continue living beyond the years of 
the 7 children she lost. Although our 
healthcare is greatly improved today, 
many women still suffer loss through 
miscarriage, stillbirth, or the death of 
a child. Mothers are still lost due to 
complications with childbirth, with 
the death rate for Black mothers 
in the United States being almost 
3 times that of non-Black mothers 
(with no corresponding correlation 
to level of education or income). 
Some mother-child relationships are 
strained, and some have lost their 
mothers too early in life or do not 
have a mother figure. Many spend 
countless hours and endure endless 
tests and medical procedures (not to 
mention emotional energy) privately 
trying to become mothers while 
putting on a brave face dealing with 
the rest of life’s day-to-day activities. 
Many badly want to be mothers but 
are simply not able to.

So, whatever Mother’s Day looks 
like for you, I hope you are able to 
find some peace and enjoyment in 
the day, whether in the traditional 
sense by celebrating motherhood or 
by just taking some time to take care 
of yourself for a change. After all, 
especially after the year we have all 
just been through and the pandemic 
not quite yet over, we should all give 
ourselves some grace and indulge in 
some self-care.    

As always, thank you for 
remaining a member of the Sarasota 
County Bar Association and I look 
forward to seeing you at future 
events.  

Sometimes motherhood 
doesn’t look like the 
Hallmark version



Can the law firm you refer your Personal injury 
Cases to answer yes to these 10 questions?

 1.  Does the attorney try cases several times each year?

 2.  Does the attorney have the ability to show you recent trial results?

 3.  Does the attorney have over 20 years of experience working for the 
insurance companies so that they have gained an insight into how to 
oppose and/or sue the insurance companies? 

 4.  Is the attorney Board Certified in Civil Trial Law?

 5.  Is the attorney AV rated by Martindale Hubbell?

 6.  Does the attorney have the financial strength to take on significant 
injury cases?

 7.  Is the attorney located in the 12th judicial circuit?

 8.  Will the attorney pay you a referral fee in accordance with the rules 
regulating the Florida Bar on every case no matter how big or small?*

 9.  Is the attorney available to speak with you at any point during the 
referral to give you status updates as you request?

10.  Is the attorney willing to take on challenging cases that other law 
firms or attorneys may not be willing to handle or would turn down 
due to the amount of work involved?

refer your Cases to the mallard law firm, beCause 
our answer to these 10 questions is yes.

damian mallard, esq.
Mallard Law Firm, P.A.

889 North Washington Blvd.

Sarasota, Florida 34236

(P) 941-952-1682

www.MallardLawFirm.com

*Rules regulating the Florida Bar permit a 25% referral fee 
without any involvement of the referral attorney other than 
making the introduction to the client. Any additional fees 
require court approval and involvement of the referring 
attorney in the handling of the personal injury matter.

•  22 Years of Experience

•  AV Rated Preeminent

•  Super Lawyers 
(2015–20)

•  Past President of SCBA

•  Past President of FAWL

•  Master Emeritus,  
Judge John M. Scheb 
American Inn of Court

(941) 926-1155 · sjohnson@johnsonlegalf l.com 
www.SarasotaBankruptcyFirm.com

BANKRUPTCY LAWYER
Sherri L. Johnson

Social Security 
Disability & SSI
HEARINGS/APPEALS

Jonathan E.  
Hausburg, Esq.

2187 Ringling Blvd. · Sarasota, Fl 34237
941-351-9111 · socialsecuritysarasota.com

SERVING 
SARASOTA 

AND MANATEE 
COUNTIES

MORE THAN 
39 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

http://socialsecuritysarasota.com
mailto:sjohnson@johnsonlegalfl.com
http://www.SarasotaBankruptcyFirm.com
http://www.MallardLawFirm.com


	 The Docket · May 2021	 7

LEGAL AID OF MANA SOTA

SOUTH C OUNT Y DIVISION

We are lurching towards 
normalcy, so I decided to look 
back at last year’s Docket to 

see what was being written. Bryan 
Kessler wrote that “‘The New 
Normal’ will be ‘Back to Business’ 
in no time, although Tony Mowry 
may already be installed as the South 
County Division President when it 
does.” He also quoted Victor Hugo 
from Les Misérables: “Even the 
darkest night will end and the sun 
will rise.” Well, it took longer than 
most predicted, but I think we can 
all see the dawn light creeping over 
the horizon.

This space typically is reserved for 
talk of past and upcoming events—
my guess is that next year’s Docket 
articles will be celebrating the legal 
community here in South County. 
This year, however, we have had the 
opportunity to diverge from that 
script. This month we commemorate 
American military personnel who 
died in war. To honor fallen Soldiers, 
Sailors, Marines, Airmen, and Coast 
Guardsman, I drew from a favorite 
military podcast of mine, where the 
host simply reads the names of those 
military members killed in action 
over the previous year and then plays 
“Taps.” Below is a partial list of 
local Soldiers, Marines, and Airmen 
killed in action from Vietnam to 

Iraq. Many more Sarasotans paid the 
ultimate price as well as sons, daugh-
ters, fathers, mothers, brothers, and 
sisters of our community. We remem-
ber them this month.

Army First Lieutenant Richard 
Grover Cleveland of Venice, died 
November 17, 1968, 

Vietnam. Army Captain Denis 
Nicholas of Venice, died January 15, 
1967, Vietnam. 

Army Sergeant David Keith Deen 
of Nokomis, died November 9, 
1966, Vietnam. 

Air Force Captain Robert John 
Edgar of Nokomis, died February 5, 
1968, Vietnam. 

The sun will rise

Anthony G. 
Mowry, Esq. 
Mowry Law 
Office
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See LEGAL AID, Page 15

By LINDA HARRADINE 
CEO, Legal Aid of Manasota

Isaac Newtown famously said, “If I have 
seen further than others, it is by standing 
on the shoulders of giants.” Looking back 

at the history of Legal Aid of Manasota, 
this rings very true.

Thirty years ago, in 1991, a few dedi-
cated lawyers practicing in our community 
created what is now known as Legal Aid 
of Manasota (LAMS). Recognizing that the 
legal needs of the most vulnerable residents 
in Sarasota and Manatee counties were not 
being met, they created our non-profit civil 
law firm to focus solely on our community 
and to serve only local residents. Since that 
time, LAMS has been the designated pro 
bono program, proudly serving veterans, 
foster children, the chronically ill, disabled 

Celebrating 30 years of service to the community

Marine Private First Class David 
Keith Wyrick of North Port, died 
April 17, 1968, Vietnam. 

Marine Sergeant Peter Woodall of 
Sarasota, died April 27, 2007, Iraq. 

Army Private First Class Christo-
pher M. North of Sarasota, died April 
21, 2007, Iraq. 

Army Chief Warrant Officer 2 
Kyle E. Jackson of Sarasota, died 
January 13, 2006, Iraq.

“We are the Dead. Short days 
ago; We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset 
glow; Loved and were loved, and 
now we lie; In Flanders fields.” Your 
sacrifices are not forgotten.

persons, senior citizens, and families who 
have fallen on hard times.

LAMS and its pro bono partners have 
been instrumental in providing a criti-
cal safety net for our community by: (1) 
preserving homes and preventing homeless-
ness; (2) providing economic and financial 
stability; and (3) improving safety and secu-
rity for families. 

For the past 30 years, LAMS has been 
the legal emergency room for the most 
vulnerable in our community.  Our pro 
bono volunteers have donated tens of 
millions of dollars in free legal services and 
have provided countless economic benefits 
to our clients and the community. A 2016 
study conducted on behalf of the Florida 
Bar Foundation found that every dollar of 
legal aid funding produces over $7 dollars 
worth of economic impacts. This is an 

astounding return on investment.
Everyone benefits from a system that 

treats people the same, no matter their 
economic situation. Legal Aid advocates 
for systemic reform, educates the public on 
their legal rights and responsibilities, and 
promotes health, safety and financial stabil-
ity. We quietly, and profoundly, impact the 
lives of the most vulnerable in our commu-
nity. The limited dollars we receive go 
directly into providing client services.

As the CEO of Legal Aid of Manasota 
for the past 20 years, I feel as though I am 
standing on the shoulders of those who 
came before me.  Those who saw a commu-
nity need and were determined to address 
it. I can attest to Legal Aid’s role as agents 
of social change, a process that has built 
on community needs of the underserved. 



MEDIATION
JAMES ROLFES & GARY LARSEN

BOARD CERTIFIED TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Let our 70+ years of Litigation Experience work for you.
We are available to mediate in all areas of civil litigation throughout

Southwest Florida. We offer video mediation capability along with 
state-of-the-art conference facilities at our Sarasota office, centrally 

located just off Fruitville Road.

Gateway Professional Center    401 N. Cattlemen Road, Suite 300
Sarasota, Florida 34232

941.366.4680

James Rolfes
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Profile Page: www.dglawyers.com
Contact Layne to Schedule
941.552.4636 

Gary Larsen
Certified Circuit Civil & Federal Mediator

Profile Page: www.dglawyers.com
Contact Carol to Schedule

941.552.4606

DICKINSON & GIBBONS, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Established 1937

A cut above.

We understand the value of a reputation. We’ve been building ours for 
nearly 30 years. We also understand that when you refer a case, it’s your 
reputation on the line. That’s why we take a singular approach to our work. 
Medical malpractice is our specialty. We’ve spent years honing our craft 
and sharpening our skills. So when you turn to us, you can do so with the 
confidence that we’ll rise to the occasion and make you shine.

Call us at (877) 644-5122 to discuss your client’s potential case. 

http://www.dglawyers.com
http://www.dglawyers.com
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C OUNCIL FOR DIVERSIT Y AND INCLUSION

EDITORS’ NOTE: We introduce a 
new feature in The Docket: “Face 
to Face,” where we profile and ask 
questions of current Bar leaders to 
allow our readers to get to know 
them on a more personal level. We 
have been unable to meet in person 
since the onset of the COVID19 
pandemic. We look forward to a 
time soon when you can see these 
amazing people “face to face” and 
ask them your own questions! 

F2F: Can you tell us a little 
about your personal/professional 
experiences that prompted you to 
become an active member of the 
SCBA and the CDI?

KHH: I originally moved from 
New Jersey to Sarasota for the 
beautiful weather! Once I arrived 
here, I saw Sarasota as a place of 
great potential, but I did not see 
many other African Americans 
involved in the Bar. My late 
husband, Balozi R.M.Z Harvey, 
was a diplomat to the United 
Nations, an influential community 
organizer and activist, and a leader 
to many worldwide organizations. 
He dedicated his life to building 
cultural bridges; promoting 
economic trade and investments; 
technology advancement and 
political development between 
Pan-African diaspora communities 
and developing countries; and 
forging relations between people 
of all nationalities and races both 
domestically and internationally. 
He was my mentor and a huge 
influence on my life. My husband 
encouraged me to attend law 
school and to pursue a career as a 
lawyer and a judge. After he passed 
away, I knew I had to continue 
his mission to carry forth as so 
much more remains to be done. 
My involvement in the SCBA 
and the CDI are just a few of the 
ways I seek to honor his memory 
and to leave a legacy to my future 
generation. My daughter Nurisha 
Harvey recently took the bar exam 
and my grandchildren Amari 
Lopez and Aliciana Harvey-Lopez 
have been serving as a Teen Court 
volunteers for the past few years. It 
is important that “each one teach 
one” so that we pass down valuable 
and solid principles to future 
generations.

F2F: What are some of your past 

Face to face with Karimu Hill-Harvey, CDI Chair

Bar experiences that you have found 
most fulfilling? 

KHH: I have served as Chair 
of the Council for Diversity & 
Inclusion for the past two years. 
I have enjoyed spearheading the 
CDI’s panel discussions/town halls 
centered on diversity issues that 
affect our legal community. I am 
still getting calls and emails about 
previous panels, and I think the 
monthly discussions have made 
an impact in our community. An 
accomplishment that is worthy 
to highlight is my assistance with 
the Garland scholarship program, 
which is finally fully endowed. I 
also love working with the students 
at the Booker Law Academy as the 
children are our future. My goal is 
to continue to be an influential role 
model to encourage their young 
minds to pursue the practice of law 
and help make their dreams a reality. 
If you don’t plant the seeds, nothing 
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will grow…but you have to continue 
to nourish the plants as well.

F2F: What are three things most 
people don’t know about you? 

KHH: 1. I had the privilege of 
hosting Nelson and Winnie Mandela 
at my home in New Jersey when 
he was freed from prison in South 
Africa. I also had the privilege of 
meeting the Honorable Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
in-person at the White House.

2. I am an active member of the 
Sarasota Sailing Squadron’s “Luffing 
Lassies” and I love getting out on 
the water. I am the first African 
American female member of the 
Squadron. I am also a certified 
archery instructor, love to play golf, 
and go to the shooting range.

3. My late husband made 
over 200 trips to Africa and the 
Caribbean. I accompanied him on 
many of those trips. We collected 
hundreds of pieces of art and 
artifacts. Our collection has been 
described as “one of the premier 
private collections of African art” 
and has been featured in the New 
Jersey Star-Ledger newspaper and 
other news outlets. 

F2F: What do you enjoy most 
about the SCBA? 

KHH: The camaraderie and the 
willingness of everyone to share and 
discuss their opinions. It feels good 
to be involved with an organization 
that genuinely wants to make a 
change. I am enjoying retirement, 
and I am encouraged to see younger 
attorneys/Bar leaders advocating for 
change and addressing the inequities 
within the profession and society at 
large.
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RICHARD V. ELLIS, P.A.
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SARASOTABANKRUPTCY.COM

Your Outside  
IP Co-Counsel

Mark A.  
Nieds
Intellectual  
Property 
Group Chair

Adapting. Changing. Moving forward. 
henlaw.com • IP Division: 239.344.1361    
Fort Myers • Bonita Springs • Naples • Sarasota*

©2021 Henderson Franklin Starnes & Holt, P.A.  *By appointment only.

Henderson Franklin’s Intellectual Property attorneys are often called 
upon to serve as outside IP counsel. Our practice group has more than 
70 years of combined experience in patents, licensing and marketing, 
merchandising, trademarks and service marks, copyrights, internet 
and domain name disputes, franchising, trade secrets, privacy and data 
protection and IP litigation. Henderson Franklin’s IP attorneys can help 
develop the solutions and legal strategies to protect your clients’ best 
ideas – just as we’ve done since 1924.

Edward M.  
Livingston
Registered U.S.  
Patent Attorney
Florida Bar 
Board Certified 
Specialist in 
Intellectual 
Property Law

Luca L.  
Hickman
Registered 
U.S. Patent 
Attorney
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Warren H. 
Chin, Esq. 
Eastmoore, 
Crauwels, & 
DuBose 

MOTHER’S DAY

By WARREN H. CHIN, Esq.  
Eastmoore, Crauwels, & DuBose 

Motherhood is a job like no 
other filled with great pride 
and, on occasion, unwavering 

exhaustion. Unlike a typical job, 
motherhood is a career that is never 
finished and motivated by pure love. 
I can speak from personal experience 
(unfortunately) and say that mothers 
sometimes go unappreciated for all 
that they do. Mother’s Day is around 
the corner and we should celebrate 
the amazing mothers out there.

Here are a few fun Mother’s Day 
ideas to remind that special someone 
how loved and appreciated they are:

1. �Picnic or Sunset at  
New College

New College has a great bayfront 
park that includes grassy sitting 
areas and paved walkways 

lined with Adirondack chairs. It is a 
perfect – and free – location to lay 
out a blanket for a picnic with mom. 
For an easy picnic lunch pick up a 
couple of Publix subs and fresh fruit. 
If a picnic is not for you then stop by 
for a beautiful sunset before heading 
off to dinner. 

2. St. Petersburg Pier

My wife Natasha and I recently 
went to the updated St. 
Petersburg Pier and were blown 

away. The Pier has many different 
activities from viewing the free 
public art works to fine dining at the 
Teak restaurant. Our favorite spot 
was the rooftop bar overlooking the 
water; however, beware of the strong 
wind gusts. The Pier has plenty of 
different activities to celebrate moms 
with all different tastes. 

3. Zoom Wine Tasting

Being a mom is hard work and 
trust me they could use some 
wine. This is especially true 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
YLD recently hosted a Zoom wine 
tasting through Michael’s on East 
and it was a blast. The Zoom wine 
tasting enables socially distanced fun 
for moms who are at high risk or 
moms in another city. 

4. Mother’s Day Brunch

Breakfast in bed is a classic, but if 
you want to add a twist take her 
to brunch. Sarasota has many 

excellent brunch spots. Natasha and 
I enjoy Shore on St. Armand’s Circle. 
The truffle fries are addicting! Other 
fun brunch spots include Boca, 
Jack Dusty at the Ritz, Station 400, 
Bricks, Ophelia’s on the Bay, and 
Columbia.  

5. Cook a Family Recipe 

Every family has a recipe that gets 
passed down from generation to 
generation. Celebrate Mother’s 

Day by teaching the kiddos in 
the family the secrets to making 
grandma’s famous dish. Make sure 
mom does not do the dishes.

6. Walks, Bike Rides, and Runs

Food is a big centerpiece for 
everyone’s Mother’s Day and the 
Covid weight gain is real. Go 

outside with mom for some exercise 
before it gets too hot and humid. 
A few great places to walk, ride, or 
run are: The Ringling Bridge, Celery 
Fields, Benderson Park, Legacy Trail, 
and Rothenbach Park. If your day is 
already packed with fun, then you 
can walk your neighborhood after 
dinner. 

7. Throw Away the Screens

It seems like we are always staring 
at a screen between our phone, 
Zoom conferences, our work 

computer, and television. This 
Mother’s Day throw out your 
screens for the day – or at least part 
of it. Enjoy quality time with your 
mom by solving a puzzle, playing a 
board or card game, reading a book, 
or tending to the garden. 

8. Scavenger Hunt

Take mom on a scavenger hunt 
that leads to her favorite places 
or spots like a coffee shop, a cafe 

for lunch or the spot in the park 
where she takes a morning run. At 
each place, give her a note, drawing, 
or letter from a different member of 
the family telling her how much she 
means to them. The kiddos can also 
be involved by making something for 
mom and getting to surprise her with 
these notes. 

9. Head to the Beach

Natasha and I sometimes overlook 
and take for granted the great 
beaches we have less than a mile 

away. We go months without going 
and I bet your family is the same. 
This is a free and easy activity that 
mom will surely enjoy. Go early 
because it seems like “Season” is 
now permanent. 

10. Nothing

Moms are busy and the work 
never ends. Giving mom alone 
time and allowing her to do 

“nothing” is a great treat. Buy her a 
book or set up a Netflix playlist for 
a Sunday binge watch. You can also 
include a scented candle or facemask 
to help her relax. 
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By KAYLA C. TIPPLE, Esq.  
Schipani & Norman, P.A. 

Another Mother’s Day is fast 
approaching, which usually 
conjures warm and fuzzy feelings 

towards the moms in our lives 
(which we may not always have at 
other times of the year), but family 
law always has its way of making 
the best of holidays, messy, to say 
the least. 

Many times, in parenting 
disputes, we get caught up fighting 
over which parent gets which 
holiday. This can be a claws out, 
ferocious battle in some cases. 
You would think that of all of the 
holidays to fight over, it would 
be a safe assumption to say that 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day are 
undisputedly going to mom and 
dad respectively. However, it is 
not always quite as simple as that, 
because people are not as simple as 
that. 

So what variations are there? 
For starters, there is sometimes 
a dispute over the timeframe to 
celebrate the holidays. Some families 
only celebrate on actual Mother’s 
Day. Others prefer to celebrate with 
a “Mother’s Day Weekend.” Still 
others just want an hour or two for 
a meal on Mother’s Day and not 
the entire day. So, depending on the 
family, what is usually a “given” 
could end up consuming more time 
than anyone would like. 

One mediation, not too long 
ago, we argued for nearly an 
hour over a “Mother’s Day 

WEEK” that the mom insisted she 
was entitled to receive. Not only 
did she want the children for this 
entire week, she wanted her soon 
to be ex-husband to commit in 
writing to providing the children 
an allowance for gifts. Plural. She 
wanted a gift every single day during 
this weeklong celebration of her 
mothering.  She went so far as to ask 
that it be written into the Parenting 
Plan that dad would wrap all of 
the gifts until the children were of a 
suitable age to wrap them on their 
own. In case you are wondering, 
he did not agree to that, though I 
sincerely hope he helps his kids wrap 

MOTHER’S DAY AND THE LAW
  Holiday provides fodder for visitation disputes

at least one present for her as I am 
sure it mattered a great deal to her.  

Contrast that to another case 
where the mom held fast to her belief 
that Mother’s Day meant that she 
should have the day off from the 
children. She believed that she was 
a mother first and foremost every 
single day of her life and that for 
just one day of the year, she should 
be able to put it to the back of her 
mind and only focus on herself.  I 
had never heard that one before, 
but I suppose there must be others 
that hold this belief too. As my own 
mother says, it takes all kinds. It was 
not so farfetched, and the father in 
that case was happy to oblige, until 
he realized she also expected him to 
take Father’s Day off, and then the 
gloves came off for another battle 
over what should be a simple holiday 
to designate. She believed, and 
argued, that having that day off from 
being a parent was important to the 
mental health of both of them as 
parents. While she initially sounded 
selfish, when we dug a bit deeper 
it turned out the idea was not as 
outlandish as we originally thought. 

Once we can get past the time 
frames you might think the issue 
is settled. Most of the time it 

is. However, there is always a case 
or two that takes it a bit further. 
When you think about it, do 
we really just celebrate our own 
mothers on this day? What about 
grandmothers? Aunts? Our siblings 
and cousins that have become 
mothers throughout the years? 
In-laws? Some families like to have 
big celebrations, others just keep 
it to their own immediate family. 
This is not usually an issue until 
the children’s time must be divided 
between the two parents, and then 
things can get complicated if we let 
them.  

We also cannot forget about 
stepmoms. Sometimes, a stepmom 
is as close or closer to the children 
then their own mother, and the 
father will go to bat for her getting 
some time on this holiday as well. 
After all, she fills the roll of mom 
usually half of the time. Rarely does 
this go over well with the mom and 
I gently encourage the dads in this 
situation to let it go and celebrate 
a different day. But to be fair, 
there are amazing stepmoms out 
there that deserve our thanks and 
admiration on this special holiday. 

It is certainly no secret that we 
are all different. All of these stories, 
and the stories you have for your 
own families, have meaning and 
value. We do not live in a one-size-
fits-all world and there is not a right 
way or a wrong way to celebrate 
this holiday. So, this Mother’s Day, 
celebrate the way that fits you and 
your family. Celebrate the moms 
that matter and that have made a 
difference to you.  

Anna Jarvis, the founder of 
Mother’s Day, believed that a 
mother is “the person who has 

done more for you than anyone in 
the world.” I would not be who 
or where I am today without my 
own mother, so for me, this day 
will be about her (but for us, it 
is a “Mother’s Day Weekend”). 
Whoever that person is for you, 
your mother, your stepmother, 
your grandmother, an aunt, a close 
friend, a sibling, even a father that 
filled the role of mom for you, may 
your Mother’s Day celebrations be 
safe, fun, and cheerful this year! 

FAMILY LAW

Anna Jarvis, the founder 

of Mother’s Day, believed 

that a mother is “the 

person who has done 

more for you than anyone 

in the world.”
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‘No Conflict TV’: Easy on the brain, fun to watch
ENTERTAINMENT

By ADAM B. PORTNOW, Esq. 
Law Office of Adam B. Portnow, 
P.L.

With all the stress of work and 
home life, especially in the 
time of COVID-19, we are 

always looking for ways to reduce 
stress and address our personal 
health. With so much content on 
TV and streaming platforms, there 
is an overwhelming amount of 
content to waste lots of time brows-
ing through for something to watch. 
This article features a few shows 
that I call “No Conflict TV” and 
they are all must-watch programs. 
In each of these shows, there is no 
in-fighting or family drama, no 
contests between opposing parties, 
and no red wedding-esque surprise 
death scenes to leave you stunned. 
These shows are easy on the brain 
and fun to watch. Schitt’s Creek has 
more drama. Sounds boring? It isn’t.

Somebody Feed Phil (Netflix)

Somebody Feed Phil follows 
nebbishy food lover Phil Rosen-
thal as he eats his way around 

the world. Phil was the creator and 
executive producer of the sitcom 
Everybody Loves Raymond which 
ran from 1996 to 2005 and which 
I’ve never seen a single episode. 
His excitement is palpable as he 
explores beautiful world desti-
nations and samples the regional 
favorite dishes and features famous 
chef’s new take on regional classics 
in more haute cuisine settings. The 
expression of joy on Phil’s face as 
he tastes something for the first time 
and his excitement for travel and 
culture are addicting and satisfying 
in a way that Anthony Bourdain 
could not capture with his noncha-
lant approach to the food and travel 
genre. As Phil eats his way through 
each episode, he will talk with the 
locals, gaze at the local architecture, 
and marvel at everyone and every-
thing. Somebody Feed Phil is fun, 
funny, and inspirational, leaving 
the viewer hungry and desperately 
wanting to travel again. (Also check 
out the show’s predecessor, I’ll 
Have What Phil’s Having, originally 
aired on PBS, now also available on 
Netflix.)

The Repair Shop (Netflix)

The Repair Shop is a British 
reality television series where 
family heirlooms with deep 

sentimental value that are seemingly 
beyond repair are almost magically 
restored to like-new condition by 
expert artisans. This show plays 
heavy on people’s love for nostalgia 
and history. Some of the heirlooms 
you will see being repaired include 
broken ceramics, clocks with 50 
years of grime and missing parts, 
60s-era furniture, and a 100 year-
old battered Louis Vuitton steamer 
trunk. That anyone can give these 
items new life is a marvel. The arti-
sans featured in the show are true 
masters of their crafts and amazing 
to watch in action as they all work 
in a communal environment inside 
and around a charming old barn 
that emphasizes the show’s nostal-
gic leanings. Clients retell their 
personal stories and family history 
of each piece and what it means to 
them. When they return to pick up 
their repaired items they are often 
awestruck. Even if you are not into 
do-it-yourself projects, you will find 
The Repair Shop very accessible and 
addicting. Time spent on the minutia 
of the repair itself is fascinating, even 
for the casual, non-crafty viewer. 
Currently, only Season 3 is available 
on Netflix, but it is a good one. 

James May: Our Man in Japan 
(Prime Video)

James May: Our Man in Japan is 
a perfect combination of travel/
food doc and British wit. May 

is a British TV personality most 
widely known for automotive show 
Top Gear. At a very digestible six 
episodes, May travels through the 
entirety of the Japanese islands from 
north to south, flexing his limited 
handle on the language while learn-
ing local custom, and of course, 
indulging in the cuisine. May shows 
deep respect for Japanese culture 
while making some very witty and 
astute observations about some 
of its peculiarities. He hilariously 
embarrasses himself in true gaijin 
(“foreigner”) fashion many times 
throughout the show, participating 
in a sumo workout in full regalia, 
wiping out while dog sledding in the See LEGAL AID, Page 19

northern mountains of Hokkaido, 
and even at one point getting pulled 
over by the police. May even gets 
to participate in the annual Kana-
mara Matsuri festival (Google it 
at home, not at work). The show 
does a great job of combining the 
well-preserved aspects of Japanese 
culture while showing off the very 
modern developments in Japanese 
society. The show really picks up in 
episode 3 with the introduction of 
Yujiro, May’s tour guide. If you have 
any interest in Japanese culture and 
appreciate British wit, check this out. 

Night on Earth (Netflix)

This nature documentary series 
uses low-light cameras to capture 
the nocturnal activity of wild-

life across the globe. The nighttime 
theme makes this show unique 
among the many recent nature docu-
mentaries. Instead of the vibrant 
colors of other nature docs like Our 
Planet and Planet Earth, Night on 
Earth with bathe you in gray and 
blue tones--the perfect palette to fall 
asleep while on the sofa. 

If you are looking for shows to 
fall asleep to, I recommend nature 
show Moving Art, also on Netflix, 
or Slow TV, a Norwegian offering 
available on YouTube, with such 
adventures as a seven-hour train ride 
from Bergen to Oslo.

LEGAL AID
Continued from Page 7
LAMS and our volunteer attorneys 
have fostered the importance of “pro 
bono” and have been the steadfast 
resource for many who have lost 
hope. 

It has been a true privilege to 
provide our clients a voice and a 
fair chance at justice. We are proud 
to partner with our pro bono attor-
neys and supporters to fight every 
day so that justice does not depend 
on whether a person can afford an 
attorney.

This is a historic moment for 
Legal Aid of Manasota to recognize 
the achievements of local attorneys 
who have provided pro bono repre-
sentation to people who mirror the 
diversity of the communities we 
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CLERK’S C ORNER

On July 1, 2021, Sarasota County will be celebrat-
ing its 100th anniversary with documentary films, 
county-wide events, historical tours and library 

programs geared toward commemorating our past while 
looking ahead to our future. Here 
at the Clerk’s Office, we are noting 
the Centennial by adding historical 
markers throughout the building and 
producing a short documentary film, 
Original Splendor, highlighting the 
historic county courthouse and the 
work that’s been done over the years 
to preserve this landmark for our 
community. To view the film, which 
is showcasing in this year’s Sarasota 
Film Festival, please visit www.Sara-
sotaClerk.com/Centennial. 

The origins of our county have 
been well-documented by numerous 
historical groups in the region. Orig-
inally a part of Manatee County, 
citizens throughout the county were 
dissatisfied by a lack of good roads 
and inadequate representation in 
Tallahassee. After a series of public 
hearings during the summer of 1920, 
Sarasota County came into existence 

and began its journey as a newly formed district one year 
later.

Initially, the vision for the county was to govern from 
a new courthouse, which would include all branches of 
county government. For more than five years, the county 
operated out of the Hoover Arcade along Main Street 
and from a temporary building on Oak Street. It wasn’t 

CLERK’S 
CORNER

Karen E. 
Rushing 
Clerk of Court 
and County 
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Original splendor: Preserving our historic courthouse

See CLERK, Page 19
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Continued from Page 17

n The Judge John M. Scheb Inn 
of Court is now accepting applica-
tions for the 2021–2022 Inn year. 
The Inn’s members include judges, 
lawyers, legal educators, and law 
students. Part of the Inn’s purpose is 
to promote excellence in legal advo-
cacy, foster greater understanding of 
the law, provide educational expe-
riences that improve and enhance 
the skills of lawyers and judges, help 
the development of law students, 
promote collegiality among us, and 
carry ethical values from one gener-
ation to another. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a member, please 
contact Emily Garriott at Emily_k_
Garriott@progressive.com to request 
an application. 

until February, 1927 that construc-
tion for the county courthouse was 
complete and open for business; 
its architectural style celebrated 
throughout Sarasota. 

In 1925, the county commissioners 
hired renowned architect Dwight 
James Baum to design the court-

house building. Back in the 1920s, 
architecture was aspirational and the 
Florida land boom and roaring 20s 
made for a perfect combination to 
introduce the Mediterranean Revival 
Style of architecture to the commu-
nity. Baum first visited Sarasota in 
1922 and drew the attention of John 
and Mable Ringling, who hired him 
to design their beautiful home, Ca’ 
d’Zan. He was also commissioned 
to design several more buildings, 
including the Sarasota Times Build-
ing, El Verona apartments and 
hotel, and the First Presbyterian 
Church, all of which have all become 
beloved landmarks of our commu-
nity. Baum’s famed designs resulted 
in Sarasota becoming known as a 
cultural tourist destination through-
out the world. 

The Sarasota County Courthouse, 
which is now called the historic 
courthouse, was really majestic for 
its day. From intricate iron work 
styled by Spanish designer Samuel 
Yellin to the terrazzo floors, wide 
rotundas, marble walls and the 
incredibly detailed tower, the historic 
courthouse is a beautiful represen-
tation of the Mediterranean Revival 
Style prevalent in its day. When the 
building was opened, there was a 
great sense of pride throughout the 
community, and its combined details 
really don’t exist in public buildings 
today.

But the Florida climate is not 
friendly to structures such as the 
historic courthouse, and after 
decades of rain, intense sun, high 
winds and humidity, the building fell 
into disrepair, especially the tower, 
which required major restructuring 
to ensure its integrity for the future. 
In addition, with the growth of our 
community, entities such as the Sher-
iff’s Office, county jail, judiciary and 
other government agencies vacated 
the historic courthouse in favor of 
their own facilities. 

These changes created opportu-
nity for renovations and remodeling 
to accommodate the Clerk’s Office, 

EMPLOYMENT
Walters Levine Lozano & DeGrave is an 
“AV” rated mid-sized law firm with offices in 
Tampa and Sarasota, seeks an attorney for 
its Sarasota location with 2-4 yrs experience 
in construction/commercial litigation. 
Must have a strong academic background, 
hearing & deposition experience a must, 
excellent written & oral communication skills.  
Competitive salary. 
Benefits: 100% paid family health insurance, 
401k, profit sharing, paid long term 
disability insurance, vacation, personal/sick, 
marketing and CLE budgets. Send resume to:  
lawfirmwlkt@gmail.com
Farr Law Firm is seeking a Business 
Transactions and Civil Litigation Associate 
to join our growing litigation practice in 
Punta Gorda, Florida. The Attorney will 
handle general business transactions and 
civil litigation matters while representing 
clients from small locally owned businesses 
to large national corporations. Farr Law 
Firm’s multi-industry knowledge allows 
us to address a range of disputes and 
transactions relating to business acquisitions, 
employment and non-compete agreements, 
licensing and distribution agreements, 
commercial and residential leases and other 
types of commercial agreements. For more 
information please visit www.farr.com/careers. 
Send resumes to tfabiano@farr.com

OFFICE SPACE
Wallace Ave Professional Center. Walk 
to Courthouse. 1400 Sq. Ft. 3 offices and 
conference room. Perfect for 2–3-person 
firm. $2,500 mo. gross + sales tax, utilities. 
Available immediately.  
tia@jlerealty.com or 941-906-4000

Continued from Page 15

which is the only remaining agency 
in the building. From the first reno-
vation in 1955 to the most recent 
one in 2017, architects, designers, 
artisans and craftsman have all 
worked together to preserve this 
courthouse and return it to its origi-
nal splendor. Peeling back the layers 
of our history and discovering the 
original architecture of the building 
has been a personally rewarding 
experience and I am grateful for 
the financial support of the county 
commission to fund the vital reno-
vations and maintain the building’s 
history. 

I am hopeful the choices we made 
during the renovations, as well as 
the desire to appreciate and restore 

landmarks throughout the county, 
will enable future generations to 
enjoy and celebrate the historic 
courthouse for the next 100 years.

Sarasota County is a special place 
for many people. For me, I raised my 
family here and have had the plea-
sure of serving as a public trustee of 
our community as the Sarasota Clerk 
of the Circuit Court and County 
Comptroller since 1987. From 
providing essential services in-person 
to offering digital services 24/7, the 
role of the Clerk’s Office has evolved 
during my tenure, and I have seen 
our government and the judiciary 
flourish during the last 34 years. 
Going to work every day in the 
historic courthouse still inspires me, 
even after all these years. If you’ve 
not yet had a tour of the building, 
the Centennial year is the perfect 
time to do so. 

I’d like to thank the contributors 
to our Centennial documentary film 
who shared their stories and voices 
to this incredible project, includ-
ing Judge Kimberly Bonner, Judge 
Stephen Dakan, Dan Bailey Jr. with 
Williams-Parker, Glenn Darling with 
Hall Darling Design Studio, histo-
rian Jeff LaHurd and Sheriff Kurt A. 
Hoffman.

serve. I hope you will join us we 
celebrate our 30th anniversary this 
year and the giants before us who 
had a dream to make equal access to 
justice a possibility in our commu-
nity.

LEGAL AID

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD
To place a classified advertisement,  
call the Bar office or send an email to  
scba@sarasotabar.com.

The Sarasota 
County 
Courthouse, 
which is 
now called 
the historic 
courthouse, was 
really majestic 
for its day.

mailto:mailto:Emily_k_Garriott@progressive.com
mailto:mailto:Emily_k_Garriott@progressive.com
mailto:mailto:lawfirmwlkt@gmail.com
http://www.farr.com/careers
mailto:mailto:tfabiano@farr.com
mailto:mailto:tia@jlerealty.com
mailto:mailto:scba@acun.com


Understanding the Rise in Asian American Pacific Islander Hate Crimes
WORDS MATTER:

In recognition of National Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month, the Sarasota County 
Bar Association through its Council for Diversity & Inclusion presents an interactive panel 
discussion on the social and legal issues surrounding the recent rise in AAPI hate crimes.

The panel will explore this important and timely topic with a focus on the 
history of bias against AAPI communities in America, recent events that 
have exacerbated AAPI prejudice and hate, and proposed solutions.

May 18, 2021
12:00 - 1:00 pm
Virtual Event
Free to attend

presenters

 Register at 
SarasotaBar.com

$10 lunch voucher provided 
to SCBA members

Space is limited to 100 
attendees

SPONSORED BY

SarasotaBar.com 941.861.8180scba@sarasotabar.com

Brendan Lantz, Phd.
Asst. Professor & Director, 
Hate Crime Research & 
Policy Institute, Florida State 
University

Julie Liang, Esq. 
Senior Assistant General 
Counsel, Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office

Sui Chung, Esq.
Immigration Law & Litigation 
Group, Miami, FL

https://www.sarasotabar.com/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
mailto:mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com
https://www.sarasotabar.com/page/diversityhome
http://lawgroupusa.com/
http://criminology.fsu.edu/faculty-and-staff/college-faculty/brendan-lantz/
https://www.floridabar.org/directories/find-mbr/profile/?num=98660
https://www.cfsarasota.org/


 Celebrity Wills MMXXI

The REALity of Estate 
Planning and Administration

JOIN US FOR A VIRTUAL SEMINAR
HOSTED BY SCBA’S ESTATE PLANNING SECTION

 May 26, 2021
 12:00 - 1:00 pm
 $15/per person
 Virtual Event
 CLE Pending

This course will address estate planning techniques and probate 
issues, including planning for blended families and second marriages, 
as illustrated through real life, celebrity examples. The course will 
also include illustrations of transfer tax planning with charitable 
contributions and the marital deduction.

Rachel Albritton Lunsford, Esq.
Managing Partner
Barnett, Kirkwood, Koche, Long & Foster

SarasotaBar.com                       941.861.8180                           scba@sarasotabar.com

  Register at SarasotaBar.com

https://www.barnettbolt.com/attorneys/rachel-albritton-lunsford/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
https://www.sarasotabar.com/
mailto:mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com
https://www.sarasotabar.com/members/group.aspx?code=epp


Golf, Tennis, Social and

Weekend Memberships

Available!
 

Contact Suzanne Gile

Director of Membership

(941) 355-9733 • sgile@palmaire.net

www.palmaire.net  Sarasota, FL 34243

mailto:sgile@palmaire.net
http://www.palmaire.net


into

SUMMER
cocktail party

Steppin’

Thursday, May 20, 2021
5:30 - 7:00 pm
The Overton

Outdoor Patio
1420 Boulevard of the Arts
Sarasota, FL

Free to attend! Attendees pay 
for their own food & drinks.

Happy Hour 5-7pm
$2 off Lager, $1 off Cocktails
Cocktails & Wine $7-9
Burgers, sandwiches, 
soups, salads $9-13

FAWL
SARASOTA CHAPTER

YOU’RE INVITED TO JOIN 
SARASOTA FAWL FOR OUR



SarasotaFAWL.com
@SarasotaFAWL

RSVPs appreciated but not required:
Lori Wolf | wolfchatter@gmail.com | 941-705-1231 

https://www.sarasotafawl.com/
https://www.sarasotafawl.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sarasota-FAWL-296206194191630
mailto:mailto:wolfchatter@gmail.com
http://theovertonsrq.com/
https://www.sarasotafawl.com/


CODE ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL MAGISTRATES 

 

Pursuant to Ordinance No. 2017-057, as amended, the Board of 

County Commissioners of Sarasota County, Florida is seeking 

Code Enforcement Special Magistrate candidates to conduct 

hearings, assess fines and order mitigation for violations of County 

ordinances relating to such areas as construction and property 

standards, pollution control, water and navigation controls, health, 

illegal dumping, fire safety, earthmoving, tree protection, gulf beach 

setbacks, and others. Candidates must be attorneys at law, 

licensed to practice in Florida and residents of Sarasota County. 

 

The Board of County Commissioners has established the 

compensation rate for Code Enforcement Special Magistrates as 

$175.00 per hour. The Board shall select a pool of candidates from 

the applications timely received based on relevant experience. The 

County Administrator shall then appoint Special Magistrates to 

conduct hearings from the pool. 

 

Mail resumes to: Clerk to the Code Enforcement Board, 1660 

Ringling Blvd., Suite 210, Sarasota, Florida, 34236, or hand deliver 

to Board Records, Sarasota County Administration Center, 1660 

Ringling Blvd., Suite 210, Sarasota, Florida.  Applications must 

be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 19, 

2021. 

 


