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Can the law firm you refer your Personal injury 
Cases to answer yes to these 10 questions?

 1.  Does the attorney try cases several times each year?

 2.  Does the attorney have the ability to show you recent trial results?

 3.  Does the attorney have over 20 years of experience working for the 
insurance companies so that they have gained an insight into how to 
oppose and/or sue the insurance companies? 

 4.  Is the attorney Board Certified in Civil Trial Law?

 5.  Is the attorney AV rated by Martindale Hubbell?

 6.  Does the attorney have the financial strength to take on significant 
injury cases?

 7.  Is the attorney located in the 12th judicial circuit?

 8.  Will the attorney pay you a referral fee in accordance with the rules 
regulating the Florida Bar on every case no matter how big or small?*

 9.  Is the attorney available to speak with you at any point during the 
referral to give you status updates as you request?

10.  Is the attorney willing to take on challenging cases that other law 
firms or attorneys may not be willing to handle or would turn down 
due to the amount of work involved?

refer your Cases to the mallard law firm, beCause 
our answer to these 10 questions is yes.

damian mallard, esq.
Mallard Law Firm, P.A.

889 North Washington Blvd.

Sarasota, Florida 34236

(P) 941-952-1682

www.MallardLawFirm.com

*Rules regulating the Florida Bar permit a 25% referral fee 
without any involvement of the referral attorney other than 
making the introduction to the client. Any additional fees 
require court approval and involvement of the referring 
attorney in the handling of the personal injury matter.
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MO CK TRIAL C OMPETITION

Sara Castro, 
Esq. 
Farr, Farr, 
Emerich, 
Hackett, Carr 
and Holmes, 
P.A

By SARA CASTRO, Esq. 
Farr, Farr, Emerich, Hackett, Carr 
and Holmes, P.A.

This year’s 12th Circuit High 
School Mock Trial Competition 
was held Saturday, February 8 at 

the Judge Lynn N. Silvertooth Judi-
cial Center. Six Sarasota and Mana-
tee county schools participated: 
Riverview High School, Booker High 
School, Manatee School for the Arts, 
The Classical Academy of Sarasota, 
Pine View School, and Invictus 
Advocacy Academy. 

All student teams represented 
both the prosecution and the defense 
in three rounds of trials. The case 
involved a student charged with 
two counts of felony arson after a 
suspicious fire at the school’s student 
union. All teams gave remarkable 
performances, as noted by the presid-

Students from 12 schools compete in Mock Trial

See STUDENTS, Page 11

ing judges and attorneys serving as 
scoring judges. Some of the hearsay 
objections I was able to observe were 
argued as well as (maybe even better 
than) many practicing attorneys. It 
is clear all the students have bright 
futures ahead of them. This year we 
received feedback from Dr. Steven 
Marshall, the teacher coach from the 
Manatee School for the Arts, letting 
us know the impact the program has 
on students. Dr. Marshall stated that 
several students have gone to law 
school as a result and a participat-
ing student from this year earned a 
scholarship to the Stanford Univer-
sity Law Camp. 

The first round of competition 
began at 9:00 a.m., and the day 
concluded after three rounds of 
trials with the announcement of the 
winning team, Invictus Advocacy 
Academy, a home school team in 

their second year competing (and 
winning). Pine View, a first-time 
competitor, took second place, and 
The Classical Academy of Sarasota 
placed third. Invictus Advocacy 
Academy moved on to compete in 
the state finals in Orlando. 

The Sarasota County Bar Asso-
ciation Young Lawyers Division 
organized and oversaw the local 
competition with guidance and 
resources from the Justice Teaching 
Center for Civic Learning, a program 
hosted by Florida Southern College. 
Annette Boyd Pitts, the co-creator of 
the mock trial program and Director 
of Justice Teaching Center for Civic 
Learning, oversaw and coordinated 
the high school mock trial program 
statewide, acting as an invaluable 
resource for local organizers and 
participants. 



MEDIATION
JAMES ROLFES & GARY LARSEN

BOARD CERTIFIED TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Let our 70+ years of Litigation Experience work for you.
We are available to mediate in all areas of civil litigation throughout

Southwest Florida. We have state-of-the-art conference facilities
centrally located at our Fruitville Road Sarasota office.

James Rolfes
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Profile Page:
dglawyers.com/attorneys/a-james-rolfes
Contact Layne to Schedule
941.552.4602 

Gary Larsen
Certified Circuit Civil & Federal Mediator

Profile Page:
floridamediators.org/gary-larsen

Contact Carol to Schedule
941.552.4606

DICKINSON & GIBBONS, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Established 1937
Gateway Professional Center

401 N. Cattlemen Road, Suite 300
Sarasota, Florida 34232

941.366.4680

Center Pointe

2033 Main St

Class A office suites

adjacent to the

courthouse

1954 Main St.

Hamilton

Building

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR PRIVATE SHOWING

(941)924-8346

ROBBINSCOMMERCIAL.COM

Serving Sarasota

Since 1971

1,400 s/f office space

with spacious

reception area, open

work space, and

multiple private

offices. Directly on

Main St. near US-301.

DOWNTOWN SARASOTA OFFICE BUILDINGS 

IDEAL FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONALS

Questions? Call us at 877-644-5122, email us at
information@BoundsLawGroup.com, or visit us at www.BoundsLawGroup.com.

Office in Maitland

It isn’t the size of the case, it’s the fact that it is a case.
At Bounds Law Group, we recognize that every individual has 
a right to representation. We don’t limit the cases we accept 
by value. Over the past 15 months, we have resolved medical 
malpractice cases ranging from $130,000 to $36,500,000. If 
you have a client with a legitimate medical malpractice case, 
we invite your call.

$36,500,000

$130,000

http://ROBBINSCOMMERCIAL.COM
http://dglawyers.com/attorneys/a-james-rolfes
http://floridamediators.org/gary-larsen
mailto:information@BoundsLawGroup.com
http://www.BoundsLawGroup.com
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United we stand, divided we fall

This column is written in the 
middle of March, as COVID-19 
is rapidly gaining a foothold in 

our community and changing our 
way of life. As an example, curfews 
were announced today in New York, 
New Jersey and Connecticut, and 
they are likely to announced at any 
moment here in Florida. In an effort 
to promote the safety of its members 
and the rest of our community, 
the SCBA announced its decision 
last week to suspend all programs 
through the end of April, with a 
pledge to examine the feasibility of 
continuing some other programs 
in May. To say that these times are 
unprecedented would be a gross 
understatement.

Given our 24/7 news cycle and 
the polarized political environment 
we live in, it is not surprising that we 
see finger-pointing from both sides of 
the political aisle as this virus wreaks 
havoc worldwide. The toxic blame-
game needs to stop, at least for now. 

SCBA NEWS

BAR LEADERSHIP

Our greatest challenge: Minimizing spread of virus

Drew 
Clayton, Esq. 
Icard Merrill

SCBA  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

We can turn our attention to fixing 
the failures of leadership and plan-
ning once we get past this crisis. For 
the present, we should focus instead 
on what should bring us together, 
which is the common challenge of 
overcoming our vulnerability to this 
dread coronavirus. 

By the time this column appears 
in the next issue of The Docket, it 
is likely that many if not most of us 
will be hibernating at home, that 
curfews will be in effect, and that 
there will be a dramatic increase 
in coronavirus-related casualties. I 
wish that dire prediction was off the 
mark, but it is fair to assume that we 
have some tough times ahead. 

So, our greatest challenge will be 
in remembering that we will more 
easily get through this pandemic, 
difficult though it will be, if we act 
together by being mindful of what 
we reasonably can do to minimize 
the spread of the virus and to keep 
our community as healthy as we can. 

My parents, who passed away 
several years ago, were part of the 

“Greatest Generation.” That gener-
ation earned its well-deserved moni-
ker because it confronted common 
enemies together by making extraor-
dinary sacrifices here at home and 
on the battlefield during the Second 
World War. That generation’s focus 
was not on political parties or the 
other differences that divided them. 
It was, instead, focused on what 
they could do together to overcome 
a shared threat to their survival. 
Stated another way, they placed their 
community’s and nation’s interest 
above their own narrow, self-inter-
ests, in order to survive and preserve 
the way of life they cherished. 

COVID-19 is tantamount to 
being our World War III. We will 
more effectively rise to the challenge 
of this virus by focusing on what we 
can do together to defeat it. And, 
wouldn’t it be ideal if we could 
adopt an attitude of community 
togetherness as a springboard — as 
the virus subsides — to solve other 
problems that confront our nation? 

Regardless, stay healthy!

By STACY DILLARD-SPAHN,  
Governance Committee Chair

The SCBA Board of Directors 
nominates the following members 
to serve as Officers of the orga-

nization for the 2020–2021 term: 
Jennifer L. Grosso, President; Dana 
Keane, President-elect; and Mark 
A. Haskins, Treasurer/Secretary. W. 
Andrew Clayton, Jr. will remain on 
the Board as the Immediate Past 
President.

The Board also nominates the 
following SCBA members to serve 
as Directors-at-Large for a three-
year term: Bonnie L. Polk (second 
term), Jason Gaskill (second term), 
Michele Stephan (first term), and 
Jay F. Castle (first term). Current 
Directors, Edwin L. Ford, Adria M. 
Jensen, Neil T. Lyons, Jeanne M. 
Bennett, and Amanda R. Kison will 
continue to serve on the Board until 

the expiration of their respective 
staggered terms. The Young Lawyers 
Division will be represented on the 
SCBA Board by its incoming Pres-
ident, Sara Castro, and the South 
County Division will be represented 
by its incoming President, Anthony 
G. Mowry. 

The above slate of Director 
and Officer nominees shall be 
elected by voice acclamation of the 
Regular Members present at the 
SCBA’s annual membership meet-
ing on May 21, 2020. Any Regular 
SCBA Member wishing to contest 
a nominee must submit a petition 
for a contested election signed by 
forty (40) Regular Members to the 
SCBA office no later than April 
15, 2020, resulting in election for 
any contested position by written 
ballot of a majority of the Regular 
Members present at the annual meet-
ing. 

MEMBERSHIP

The following represents each new member’s 
name, law school, year of admission to The 

Florida Bar, and law firm association.

n  Jeffrey Appel: Capital University; 2018; Appel & 
Hellstedt LLP

n  Nicholas Chiappetta: Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity; 2018; Marten Chiapetta

n  Edward Eliasberg, Jr.: University of Michigan 
Law School 1995; McConnaughhay, Coonrod 
et al.

n  Danielle Hixon: William S. Boyd School of Law at 
UNLV; 2015; Roig Lawyers

n  Meghan O’Connell: Stetson University; Expected 
Graduation Date: May 2021

Welcome, new members! SCBA Board nominates 
2020–2021 leadership team



ALL SUITES FOR
ALL OCCASIONS.

Luxury two-room 
suites with a view and 
plenty of workspace. 

Impress your clients
with our beautiful
meeting space.

Meet for craft cocktails and 
carefully prepared cuisine at 

Bridges Restaurant.

202 North Tamiami Trail | Sarasota, FL 34236 | 941-256-0190 | embassysuitessarasota.com

Locally sourced, carefully prepared. 
Receive a 25% discount* when you present your

Sarasota County Bar Association card.

202 North Tamiami Trail | Sarasota, FL 34236 | 941-536-9107 | bridgessarasota.com
*Discount only applies to food and cannot be combined with another coupon.

http://embassysuitessarasota.com
http://bridgessarasota.com
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION

KINDNESS CHALLENGE

Brian 
Goodrich, 
Esq. 
Bentley & 
Bruning, P.A.

YLD  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

The funny thing about Docket 
articles is that they are usually 
written long before the bar events 

they describe take place. For this 
edition of the Docket, I had penned 
an article describing, in, frankly, 
too much detail, the YLD’s March 
19 joint social with the Manatee 
County Young Lawyers Division at 
Motorworks Brewing in Bradenton. 
I graciously thanked our spon-
sors, Jesse Butler (of Dickinson 
& Gibbons) and Sierra Butler (of 
Ferrari, Butler & Moneymaker), 
gave a shout out to Warren Chin 
for putting together such a wildly 
successful event, and even ruminated 
on who won the impromptu corn-
hole tournament. Had things gone 
to plan, you all would be none the 
wiser. Silly Brian. 

Evidently, things have not gone 
according to plan. 2020 has been put 
on hold. For the SCBA, that means 
our courts are operating at fractional 

By CAROLEEN B. BREJ, Esq., 
Bentley & Bruning 
and JODI M. RUBERG, Esq. 
Blalock Walters, P.A. 

“When we feel love and kindness 
toward others, it not only makes 
others feel loved and cared for, but 
it helps us also to develop inner 
happiness and peace”

—The 14th Dalai Lama (1935)

During the month of May, the 
SCBA together with the Florida 
Bar challenges YOU to increase 

your HAPPINESS by participating 
in our Health & Wellness Kindness 
Challenge! Everyone enjoys a fun 
competition, and what could be 
better than a challenge that focuses 
on becoming a better YOU?  (Insert 
three raising hands emojis) 

Kicking off our May challenge, 
get started on your way to increased 
HAPPINESS by celebrating National 
“Be Kind to Lawyers Day” on April 
14! Go out of your way to say 
something or do something nice for 
another lawyer! Tag us on social 
media by using hashtags such as: 

speed. SCBA events, like 
Law Week, are postponed 
or altogether canceled. 
And, as responsible social 
distancing has at least 
temporarily supplanted 
in-person depositions and 
mediation, our collective 
practice is becoming even 
more electronic. 

In this time of uncer-
tainty and widespread 
personal and professional disrup-
tion, it is critical to remember that 
the SCBA is a community. Help 
your fellow SCBA members, extend 
professional courtesy where at all 
possible, and, most importantly, 
understand how we have all been 
impacted. We will get through this.

It’s not all bad news. On March 
13, my wife Sasha gave birth to our 
first son, Noah Benjamin Goodrich, 
at Sarasota Memorial Hospital. 
Sasha and I are overjoyed with our 

Love in the time of COVID-19

#SCBA; #SCBAYLD; #WellLawyer; 
#KindlyYLD; #KINDLawyerSRQ; 
#FLAYLD. 

Kindness has a long, profound 
effect on happiness. Studies show 
that when you are kinder, you are 
happier and when you are happier, 
you are healthier. According to 
University of Pennsylvania Professor 
Martin Seligman, scientists have 
found that “kindness produces the 
single most reliable momentary 
increase in well-being of any exercise 
we have tested.” (Yes, our challenge 
is based on science too!) Kindness 
and happiness create a kind of 
“positive feedback loop” with 
long-lasting benefits – particularly 
important for us lawyers.  

Modeling our challenge off of 
UCSB’s own Health & Wellness 
Challenge, during the month of May, 
we challenge YOU to be KINDER, 
HAPPIER (and HEALTHIER!) by:

1. Practicing gratitude;
2. Being kind; 
3. Communicating;
4.  Focusing on a stress 

management routine; 
5. Showing self-compassion;

6.  Feeling and practicing 
optimism; and 

7. Practicing mindfulness. 

To coincide with the challenge, 
you can access a special SCBA 
Facebook group called “SCBA 

#WellLawyer,” intended to promote 
a healthy being. We all know lawyers 
experience stress, depression and 
substance abuse at rates far higher 
than the general population. This 
page will share tips and suggestions 
for healthy habits such as healthy 
eating, workout routines, counsel-
ing, meditation techniques as well 
as a location for us to lift each other 
up and be kind to one another. We 
plan to keep the page live even after 
the challenge ends to continue to 
promote increased well-being for our 
members.  

Stay tuned for our article next 
month with more details on how 
to participate in the challenge and 
ways to track and share your acts of 
KINDESS! Also be on the lookout 
in June for a “Happy HEALTH 
Hour,” to celebrate our KINDER, 
HAPPIER, and HEALTHIER selves!

beautiful Noah. Life with a newborn 
in the midst of a global pandemic 
has presented challenges. Visits from 
grandparents, aunts and uncles,  
for example, have been indefinitely 
delayed. Leaving the house for 
routine, but necessary, pediatrician 
checkups has wreaked anxiety. 
But, if anything, quarantining has 
allowed me to focus on bonding as 
a newly expanded family without 
distraction. For that, I am very 
grateful. 

Happiness and the law: Being a kind #WellLawyer

Caroleen B. 
Brej, Esq. 
Bentley & 
Bruning

Jodi M. 
Ruberg, Esq. 
Blalock 
Walters, P.A.



REFERRALS AND ASSOCIATIONS WELCOME 

S A R A S O T A  |  B R A D E N T O N  |  P U N T A  G O R D A  |  T A L L A H A S S E E

15 Lawyers with over 350 years of collective legal experience 
PERSONAL INJURY | PRODUCT LIABILITY | MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS | COMPLEX CIVIL LITIGATION

(941) 951 - 1800 WWW.LBTLAW.COM

2 N TAMIAMI TRAIL, 5TH FLOOR SARASOTA, FLORIDA 34236

Lakewood Equipment Appraisals · Lakewood Ranch, FL
(941) 387-6262 · lw-appraisals.com · david@icequipment.com

Let a professional tell you.

What is something like this worth?

Do you need to know the value of a single 
piece or a whole fleet of industrial or 

construction equipment for your clients? David 
Williams of Lakewood Equipment Appraisals 
can help. David brings over 20 years of industry 
knowledge and experience and is a Certified 
Machinery and Equipment Appraiser (CMEA).   
He prepares thorough appraisals for attorneys, 
banks, CPAs and other businesses following 
USPAP guidelines. Give him a call today.

David Williams, 
MBA, CMEA

Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

MEDIATION/ARBITRATION

Retired from the bench after 30 years.

mailto:scott@brownellmediation.com
http://lw-appraisals.com
mailto:david@icequipment.com
http://WWW.LBTLAW.COM


 The Docket · April 2020 9

RESTAURANT REVIEW

LEGAL AID OF MANA SOTA

By ALISA M. HEEDY 
Fergeson Skipper 
and DAVID HEEDY 
Shumaker 

Maximillian’s Café 
A local institution, you won’t 
find any tourists here. Tucked in 
the heart of Gillespie Park (with 
plenty of parking) at 1695 10th 
Street, Maximillian’s Cafe is one 
of Sarasota’s hidden gems focused 
on lunchtime classic and specialty 
sandwiches, salads, and soups.

Our favorite specialty sandwich 
is the Frenchie Wrap ($7.50), which 
is filled with maple glazed turkey, 
creamy French brie, crunchy apple 
slices, and honey mustard. 

The classic Cuban Sandwich 
(8” $6.50, 12” $7.65) rivals the 
best in Sarasota. Locally baked 
Cuban bread is stuffed with house 
roasted pork, ham, and Swiss cheese, 
classically dressed with yellow 
mustard and pickles, and a spicy 
surprise of pepperoncini. Finished 
with butter, then pressed hot and 

crisp. 
Be sure to swap out the potato 

chips for one of the homemade sides: 
Redskin Potato Salad, Macaroni 
Salad, and our favorite, Tri-Color 
Rotini Salad. 

Centered on its delivery and 
takeout, Maximillian’s is open 
Monday through Friday from 
10:30AM to 3:00PM. 

If you are looking for authentic 
Thai food or fresh sushi, check out 
its sister restaurant, Spice Station, in 
the nearby Rosemary District.

Michelle’s Brown Bag
Another local’s only lunch spot is 
Michelle’s Brown Bag, serving up 
gourmet breakfast and lunch items 
in the City Center Building at 1819 
Main Street. Originally from Bar 
Harbor, Maine, owner Michelle 
Connor is always there slangin’ food, 
with her black-rimmed glasses and 
hair swept back into a bun.

 Specialty sandwiches, ranging 
from the Bradenturkey to the 
SRQPD Panini and Longboat Brie, 
each have their own bit of local flair.

 The Islander ($8.95) is the 
perfect sandwich: a significant 
amount of thinly sliced roast beef 
topped with a smear of herbed 
goat cheese, baby greens, tomato, 
cucumber, and sweet red onions. 
But the best part of the Islander is 
the homemade pesto aioli. Wowza! 
Michelle should bottle and sell this 
stuff.

This is one place you don’t want 
to skip the dessert. Be sure to grab 
a sweet treat to-go (in a brown 
paper bag, of course). Michelle’s 
sweet treats include chocolate chunk 
cookies and brownies and are 
displayed next to the register. Our 
go-to is the Blondie ($2.95) with a 
chewy graham cracker crust topped 
with a gooey mixture of butter, 
condensed milk, chocolate chips, 
butterscotch chips, and walnuts, and 
a toasted coconut topping. If you get 
there early enough, you can enjoy 
this goodness warm out of the oven, 
or stop by for an afternoon pick-
me-up. 

Michelle’s Brown Bag is open 

M-m-m . . . Some top sandwiches of Sarasota

See SANDWICHES, Page 18

See LEGAL AID, Page 13

Alisa M. 
Heedy 
Fergeson 
Skipper, P.A.

David B. 
Heedy 
Shumaker

By PAMELA FIELDS, Esq. 
Legal Aid of Manasota

Ann was her elderly father’s 
caretaker and lived with him in his 
mobile home until he died. During 
the time of her father’s illness, 
the mortgage became delinquent. 
Through our No Place Like Home 
Program we were able to provide 
her with a pro bono attorney (Thank 
you Jordan Riccardi!) who assisted 
her with a probate to get the home in 
her name. Then, our office assisted 
her with the paperwork to get a loan 
modification with the lender. The 
loan was modified and the grateful 
client was able to keep a roof over 
her head and she now has an afford-
able mortgage.

Maria had been physically abused 
by her husband during their 8 year 
marriage until he kicked her out of 
the house that he owned prior to 
the marriage. Her only income is 
Social Security Disability of $900 

per month so she was forced to live 
in her car. In the divorce, Legal Aid 
was able to get Maria $10,000 so 
that she could get back on her feet 
and secure housing. 

This is only a small sample of the 
work Legal Aid does every day, 
but we could not do it without 

your help. As attorneys, you are 
the only ones we can count on to 
provide our clients with a fair chance 
at justice.

For those of you who may not be 
familiar with Legal Aid of Manasota, 
we have been providing free civil 
legal services to low-income clients 
in Sarasota and Manatee Counties 
for 29 years.

Our small staff of 10 includes 
only 4 staff attorneys serving two 
counties. As you can imagine, our 
small staff cannot possibly assist 
the large number of potential 
clients, therefore, we rely heavily 
on pro bono attorneys to provide 

legal assistance. We have several 
wonderful, mostly retired, volunteer 
attorneys who come to our offices 
on a weekly or biweekly basis to 
meet with clients to gather the facts 
in an intake interview and to give 
brief counsel and advice, if possible. 
However, we need additional pro 
bono attorneys to take those cases 
that need further representation. 

How can you help? Glad you 
asked. Although we have a group 
of dedicated pro bono attorneys 
who support us already, it just isn’t 
enough. Legal Aid receives over 
25,000 calls for help each year, but 
we have to turn away deserving 
clients every day because of a lack of 
resources. We have many opportuni-
ties for you to assist and fulfill your 
goal of pro bono service. Things as 
simple as preparing a will, helping a 
client complete pro se court forms, 
or providing full representation in a 
contested lawsuit. There are many 

How well do you know Legal Aid of Manasota?

Pamela 
Fields, Esq.
Legal Aid of 
Manasota



CLUB

Adams and Reese, LLP
Band Gates & Dramis, P.L.

Bentley & Bruning, P.A.
Berlin Patten Ebling, PLLC

Bowman, George, Scheb, Kimbrough, 
Koach & Chapman, P.A.

Boyer & Boyer, P.A.
Burgess, Harrell, Mancuso,  

Colton & La Porta, P.A.
The Byrd Law Firm, P.A.

Dickinson & Gibbons, P.A.
Dunlap & Moran, P.A.

Law Firm of James L. Essenson
Fergeson Skipper

Ferrari, Butler & Moneymaker, PLLC
Gibson, Kohl & Wolff, P.L.
Goodman McGuffey, LLP.

 Grossman Roth & Partridge
Hale Law, P.A. 

Hausburg & Ellis 
Horlick & Corbridge, P.A.
Hutton & Dominko, PLLC

The Sarasota County Bar Association 100% Club is a special category of membership that demonstrates an 
extraordinary commitment to the legal profession and our community from law firms, law departments and legal 
organizations that enroll 100 percent of their attorneys (two or more) as members of the Sarasota County Bar 
Association. If you think your firm qualifies, email a list of your associates to scba@sarasotabar.com.

Ingram & Bunecky 
Kirk-Pinkerton, P.A.

Lancaster & Eure, P.A.
Law Office of Annette Z.P. Ross, PL
Law Offices of Ira S. Wiesner, P.A.

Loftus Law
Icard, Merrill, Cullis, Timm,  

Furen & Ginsburg, P.A.
Mack Law Firm, Chartered

Maglio Christopher & Toale, P.A.
Matthews Eastmoore

Muirhead, Gaylor, Steves  
& Waskom. P.A.

Norton, Hammersley, Lopez  
& Skokos, P.A.

O’Brien & Bennett 
Shutts & Bowen LLP

Syprett, Meshad, Resnick, Lieb, 
Dumbaugh, Jones, Krotec & 

Westheimer, P.A. 
Van Winkle & Sams, P.A.

Williams Parker Harrison Dietz  
& Getzen

We recognize our 100% Club members:

mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com
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SOUTH C OUNT Y DIVISION

MO CK TRIAL C OMPETITION

March 6 marked the South 
County Division annual 
Clay Shoot at the Sarasota 

Gun Club. This year we had 125 
participants (only 10 less than last 
year) that were spread out over three 
courses. The weather for the event 
could not have been better, with lots 
of Florida sunshine throughout the 
event. 

The Clay Shoot would not have 
been possible without the generous 
support of our sponsor, Englewood 
Bank and Trust. For the second year 
in a row, Village on the Isle catered 
the event with delicious barbeque 
and desert. I would be remiss if I 
failed to thank Skip Berg for all 
of his efforts in putting together 
the Clay Shoot. Our participants 
included several dignitaries including 
State Attorney Ed Brodsky, Circuit 
Court Judge Maria Ruhl, County 
Court Judge Dana Moss, Colonel 
(and soon to be Sheriff) Kurt 
Hoffman of the Sarasota County 

Sheriff’s Office, and Chief Tom 
Matmuller of the Venice Police 
Department. Thank you to all who 
chose to take the afternoon off and 
spend it with us having a grand ole 
time.

In 1974, Congress, recognizing 
that a need existed to provide 
financial support to aid low-income 

individuals in civil cases, established 
the Legal Services Corporation. For 
fiscal year 2019, the Legal Services 
Corporation was appropriated 
$415 million, equal to $1.26 per 
United States citizen, in the federal 
budget to fund civil legal aid. To 
put into perspective how little that 
is, Michael Bloomberg just spent 
$500 million on a failed bid for 
the presidency. Personally, I would 
like to see more money devoted to 
providing legal assistance to our 
low-income citizens who may not 
otherwise be able to receive legal 
advice.

Annual Clay Shoot well attended 

Bryan 
Kessler, Esq. 
Berg and 
Kessler

SOUTH COUNTY 
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

Locally, the Legal Aid of 
Manasota provides support to 
low-income individuals in their 
civil cases. It serves the residents 
of Manatee and Sarasota County. 
Its ability to support individuals is 
dependent, in part, upon donations 
and support from local attorneys 
who provide their services pro bono. 
I have had the pleasure of working 
with Pamela Fields on several pro 
bono cases and can attest to the 
wonderful benefit of having a local 
legal aid organization. I would like 
to take a minute and thank our staff 
at the Legal Aid of Manasota for 
their hard work and dedication to 
helping those low-income individuals 
who sometimes find themselves in 
need of some legal guidance. Further, 
I encourage everyone of the bar 
to, at a minimum, donate either 
financially or their time to the Legal 
Aid of Manasota.

That is all from South County. I 
hope everyone has a great April!

Continued from Page 3

STUDENTS
A large team of volunteers comes 

together each year along with gener-
ous sponsors to make this event 
possible, something for which we 
are tremendously grateful. A sincere 
thank you goes out to the volun-
teers who presided over the trials: 
the Honorable Judge Frederick P. 
Mercurio, the Honorable Judge 
Hunter W. Carroll, the Honorable 
Judge Lee E. Haworth, the Honor-
able Stephen Walker, the Honorable 
Diana Moreland, the Honorable 
Andrea McHugh, the Honorable 
Chief Judge Kimberly Bonner, the 
Honorable Erika Quartermaine, and 
City Commissioner Hagen Brody. 

We also thank the many Sarasota 
County Bar Association members 
who volunteered time from their 
weekend to act as scoring judges and 
sit as the jury for the trials. We are 
grateful for the teachers and attorney 
coaches who took the time from 
their busy schedules to coach the 
teams, beginning their preparation 
many months ahead of the compe-
tition. 

We would like to extend our 

appreciation for the amazing para-
legals from the local chapter of the 
Paralegal Association of Florida, 
including Matthews Eastmoore 
paralegals Brenda Guilinger, FRP, 
and Marcia Muldoon, CP, FRP, who 
acted as timekeepers and other-
wise ensured the competition ran 

smoothly. 
This year’s gracious sponsors 

consisted of the law firms of Icard, 
Merrill, Cullis, Timm, Furen & 
Ginsburg, P.A.; Farr, Farr, Emerich, 
Hackett, Carr and Holmes, P.A.; and 
Bentley & Bruning, P.A. Finally yet 
importantly, we also thank Sarasota 
County court administration and the 
jury office, the Sheriff’s Department, 
and the attending Sheriff’s Deputies, 
who all make it possible to hold this 
event in our wonderful Judge Lynn 
N. Silvertooth Judicial Center, giving 
the students a real courtroom expe-
rience. 

Please consider being a part of 
this event in future years to come. 
It is a truly rewarding experience 
for everyone who attends. We also 
welcome participation by new 
schools, who are encouraged to 
seek an attorney-coach and teacher 
willing to participate. We urge 
teams to begin preparation in the 
fall once the case packet is released 
by the Justice Teaching Center for 
Civic Learning. Patrick McArdle 
of McArdle Law, P.A., will be 
organizing 2021’s mock trial. Please 
contact Mr. McArdle with any 
questions or for information. 

The 12th Circuit 
High School Mock 
Trial Competition 
took place 
on Saturday, 
February 8, 2020.



Social Security 
Disability & SSI
HEARINGS/APPEALS

Jonathan E.  
Hausburg, Esq.

2187 Ringling Blvd. · Sarasota, Fl 34237
941-351-9111 · socialsecuritysarasota.com

SERVING 
SARASOTA 

AND MANATEE 
COUNTIES

MORE THAN 
39 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

FOR A FRESH START

CHAPTER
7 & 13

BANKRUPTCY

FAMILY LAW

RICHARD V. ELLIS, P.A.
PHONE (941) 351-9111

FAX (941) 351-9804
2187 RINGLING BLVD.

SARASOTA, FLORIDA 34237 

 

SARASOTABANKRUPTCY.COM

http://socialsecuritysarasota.com
http://SARASOTABANKRUPTCY.COM
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REAL ESTATE LAW

See HOMESTEAD, Page 18

Amanda 
Kison, Esq. 
Bentley & 
Bruning. 

ways you can get involved!
Here are just a few of our current 

programs: 
n Medical Legal Partnership – We 

partner with Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital Internal Medicine Prac-
tice-Newtown. One of our staff 
attorneys goes to the medical office 
weekly to meet with patients whose 
legal issues have negatively impacted 
their health. These clients have 
health-harming legal needs and could 
use a pro bono attorney to help 
resolve these issues. 

n Veterans – We have several 
programs that assist veterans. We 
partner with Jewish Family & Chil-
dren’s Services and their Operation 
Military Assistance Program to 
assist veterans who are homeless 
or in imminent danger of becoming 
homeless. We are also working with 
United Way’s Mission United program 
which will be a resource for veterans 
in all areas: Housing, Education, 
Health, Employment, Financial 
Stability, and, of course, Legal Assis-
tance. This is another area of great 
need and we will be placing the 
veteran’s legal cases with pro bono 
attorneys. 

n We also collaborate with Habi-
tat for Humanity in Manatee and 
Sarasota by speaking to their new 
homeowners about the need for 
estate planning documents and we 
provide pro bono attorneys to draft 
Wills and Advance Directives for 
their homeowners.

n One of our newest programs 
is the Legal Lifeline for Youth Proj-
ect, in partnership with the Charles 
and Margery Barancik Foundation, 
providing legal representation for 
youth, ages 14 and up, who have 
been adjudicated dependent and 
are in Foster Care or Independent 
Living. We still have a need for pro 
bono attorneys in this program to 
assist with the non-Dependency legal 
issues these kids may have. 

n We have a program specifically 
geared towards seniors, the SHOPP 
program (Senior Home Owner-
ship Preservation Program) which 
provides legal assistance to seniors 
who may be in danger of losing their 
homes.

n We also have a Wills Project 
which provides attorney assistance 
to prepare Wills and Advance Direc-
tives to seniors or those who are 
terminally ill.

n We give free legal educational 
programs to the public, at the library 

and at other locations as requested. 
n Divorce Workshop and Docu-

ment Review – the numbers of clients 
who need assistance with family law 
issues is staggering. To try to alle-
viate that need, we hold a Divorce 
Workshop on a monthly basis at the 
Selby Library to assist clients in filing 
pro se. We also provide document 
reviews to those clients who have 
additional questions about how 
to properly fill out the family law 
forms. 

n Domestic Violence Injunctions 
– we provide pro bono attorneys 
to victims of domestic violence in 
collaboration with SPARCC and 
HOPE Family Services. 

In addition to the projects listed 
above there are many other types 
of cases that we provide assistance 

with including: Guardianships, 
Landlord/Tenant, Debt Collection, 
and Bankruptcy to name a few. 

If you have any questions about 
any of these programs or would 
like to discuss how you could help, 
please contact me anytime. I would 
be happy to answer any questions 
you might have: 

Pam Fields, Esq. 
PamelaF@legalaidofmanasota.org 

or 941-366-0038 x101

Continued from Page 9

LEGAL AID

By AMANDA KISON, Esq. 
Bentley & Bruning

SB514 and its companion bill 
CS/HB 223 died in the Florida 
Senate in February. These 

bills, although far from perfect, 
were intended to correct a glitch 
in Florida’s homestead exemption 
statutes, §§196.031(5), Fla. Stat. 
and 196.161(1)(b), Fla. Stat., which 
resulted in egregious and punitive 
fines being assessed against Sarasota 
County residents, as well as Florida 
residents across the state. 

The backdrop is this: almost 
twenty years ago, the Second 
DCA, in Wells v. Vallier, 773 
So. 2d 1197 (Fla. 2d DCA 
2000), reviewed a trial court’s 
determination that a homeowner, 
who was overwhelmingly shown 
to be permanent resident of 
Florida, was entitled to receive a 
Florida homestead credit despite 
simultaneously receiving a $100 

Florida’s homestead exemption: What you don’t know will hurt you
per year residency-based tax credit 
in another state.  In affirming the 
trial court’s ruling, the Second DCA 
concluded that while a property 
owner’s receipt of a residency-based 
property tax credit in another state 
may be a factor in determining 
permanent residency, it alone is not 
conclusive. 

In response to Wells, the 
Legislature sought to prevent a 
property owner from claiming a 
homestead exemption in Florida 
while simultaneously receiving a 
residency-based tax credit in another 
state. The result was an amendment 
to §196.031, Fla. Stat., which states 
in pertinent part:

A person who is receiving or 
claiming the benefit of an ad 
valorem tax exemption or a tax 
credit in another state where 
permanent residency is required 
as a basis for the granting of that 
ad valorem tax exemption or 

tax credit is not entitled to the 
homestead exemption provided 
by this section. 
See Section 196.031(5), Fla. Stat. 

For individuals claiming a 
homestead exemption who are not 
permanent residents of Florida, 
§196.161(1)(b) empowers a 
Property Appraiser to impose a tax 
lien on the exempted property for 
back taxes exempted going back 10 
years, plus interest, in addition to a 
50% penalty. 

Unfortunately, the unintended 
consequence of §§196.031(5) and 
196.161(1)(b) is that permanent 
residents of Florida, who are 
legitimately entitled to and are 
receiving the Florida homestead 
exemption, are being stripped 
of their homestead exemption, 
assessed back taxes, penalties and 
interest, and losing their Save Our 
Homes cap as a result of receiving 

“Thank you for 
your legal aid 
services. My 
attorney helped 
me so much — he 
saved my home 
out of foreclo-
sure. He set my 
mind at ease and 
was always there 
for me.”

“My attorney 
has become my 
knight in shining 
armor.”

—Legal Aid 
clients

mailto:mailto:PamelaF@legalaidofmanasota.org
mailto:PamelaF@legalaidofmanasota.org


DONNA TISCH
MEDIATIONS •  ARBITRATIONS

“We take an Active Role...
We Never Give Up!”

Serving 
Sarasota and Manatee Counties

Schedule Mediations and Arbitrations Online at 

DonnaTisch.com

239.826.3644

Full-Time
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator  •  Qualified Arbitrator

AV Rated ~ Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

Thomas F. Icard, Jr.
MEDIATOR   |   ARBITRATOR   |   SPECIAL MASTER

Certified Circuit Court and
Federal Court Mediator since 1993

   

Available throughout Florida
   

Full bio and calendar:
icardmerrill.com/thomas-icard.com

•  Diplomate, Florida Academy of Professional Mediators
•  Member, National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals
•  Florida Appellate Mediator and Qualified Arbitrator
•  Fellow, Academy of Court Appointed Masters
•  Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
•  Board Certified Construction Lawyer

2033 Main Street, Suite 600, Sarasota, FL 34237
Phone: 941.953.8132   |   Fax: 941.366.6384

No charge for travel time  |  Hillsborough to Charlotte Counties

For full statement of qualifications and scheduling, contact Dale Burton:
941.366.8100 x232   |   dburton@icardmerrill.com

www.southtech.com/paradise

Are you lost when it 
comes to technology?

We can guide you.

http://icardmerrill.com/thomas-icard.com
mailto:dburton@icardmerrill.com
http://www.southtech.com/paradise
http://DonnaTisch.com


 The Docket · April 2020 15

Clerk unveils 
property fraud 
alert service
Real estate transactions, for many, may be the single 

largest financial decision they will make. In recogni-
tion of the potentially destructive impact fraud may 

cause, a new service has been offered to quickly detect a 
fraudulent transfer of property.  In 
the state of Florida, by recording a 
fraudulent deed, scammers appear to 
own property, and have fraudulently 
rented or sold the property, without 
the knowledge of the actual owner.  
To assist owners of property in Sara-
sota a new service has been provided 
which requires little effort on the 
part of the property owner and is 
called, Property Fraud Alert Service.   

Go to Sarasotaclerk.com, click 
register for property fraud alerts, and 
follow the prompts. You will receive 
an email alert whenever a document 
is recorded in Sarasota County’s 
Official Record using the names you 
entered into our system, whether 
personal or a business name. This 
service is provided at no cost to the 
user. By early notification of a fraud-
ulent act, users of this service are 

able to quickly act to mitigate impact and take corrective 
steps, including working with law enforcement.

Here are a few FAQ’s that help to explain how the 
property fraud alert program works:

Q. Can I sign up and monitor filings even if I don’t 
own property?

A. Yes, once you register, any name you choose you 
will receive an e-alert whenever a document is recorded 
into Sarasota County’s Official Records in that name.

Q. How many subscription names can I enter?
A. As many as you choose to monitor.   
Q. My name or my client’s is very common. Will I 

receive notification that belongs to someone else? 
A. It is possible to receive an e-alert that may belong 

to another person with the same name. The e-alert will 
provide you with a link to the document in Sarasota’s 
Official Records. You will be able to view the document, 
then react as necessary, or do nothing. 

Q. What is the timing of the notification from the 
point the document is recorded?

A. Notifications are sent within 48 hours of the docu-
ment being recorded.

Q. Is any special hardware or software needed to sign 
up? 

A. No. 
Online registration is easy and convenient through our 

website at www.SarasotaClerk.com. Sharing information 
about this service with your clients at closings will 
protect rightful owners from potentially fraudulent acts. 
Please feel free to contact the Sarasota Clerk’s Office with 
any questions or visit our website.

CLERK’S C ORNERSPRING WORD SCRAMBLE

CLERK’S 
CORNER

Karen E. 
Rushing 
Clerk of Court 
and County 
Comptroller

Submit your answers for a chance to win a $10 gift card to Starbucks. 
Email your answers to scba@sarasotabar.com by April 30. Winner will be 
announced in next month’s newsletter!

1.  N W O A R B I

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

2.  F R U Y E B T L T

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

3.  S R S G A

____ ____ ____ ____ ____

4.  O R M H T A R W E

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

5.  S N T G L H U I

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

6.  S U D L P E D

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

 
7.  D D N L I A E N O

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

8.   O R E L W F

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

9.   A N H Y I H C T

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

10.   G L B D Y A U

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

11.   M O L N G I B O

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

12.   R L M A E L B U

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

http://www.SarasotaClerk.com
mailto:mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com
mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com
http://Sarasotaclerk.com
http://www.SarasotaClerk.com


Live Oak Corporate Center

Sarasota Commerce Center

MELISSA HARRIS
941.906.8688 X114 • www.ian-black.com

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE!

Live Oak Office Center

Cattleridge Business Center

Suburban OfficesMy TED talk and CV at www.mmpi-info.com

Expert Forensic Psychologist

Robert  M. Gordon Ph.D.
ABPP Lic.

610-417-0501
rmgordonphd@gmail .com

Osprey Fl

• 28-Day & Long Term Residen� al
   Jail Diversion Programs

• DUI & Drug Court Services

• Involuntary Detox Through
   Marchman Act

• Addi� onal Residen� al &
   Outpa� ent Services

• Medica� on Assisted Treatment

941-366-5333 • www.fsos.org

Changing Lives,
Saving Families

http://www.fsos.org
http://www.mmpi-info.com
mailto:rmgordonphd@gmail.com
http://www.ian-black.com
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By MARK MARTELLA, Esq. 
Icard Merrill

Total household debt in the United 
States increased in the fourth 
quarter of 2019 by $193 billion 

to reach a total of $14.15 trillion 
for the end of 2019. This marks 
the 22nd consecutive quarter that 
there has been an increase. To get 
some perspective on this amount of 
debt, these five and a half years of 
continued growing debt has put us 
$1.5 trillion dollars higher than our 
total previous high debt in the third 
quarter of 2008. We all remember 
what happened back then. Accord-
ingly, the “irrational exuberance” I 
am writing about is not what former 
Federal Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan was talking about in the 
1990’s with the stock market and the 
dot.com bubble. What I am refer-
ring to is the American consumer’s 
addiction to credit and the “irrational 
exuberance” mindset consumers 
have when it comes to the use of 
credit, whether we are examining 
mortgages, credit cards, car loans or 
student loans.

By trade, I am not an economist. 
My practice primarily consists of 
consumer bankruptcy representation 
and debt negotiation. The statistics 
I cite above are put out by the New 
York Federal Reserve on a quarterly 
basis. However, in my 32 years of 
practicing, I have lived through two 
economic downturns before, and the 
tea leaves seem to be pointing in that 
direction again based upon what I 
am seeing in my practice, despite the 
record highs in the stock markets 
and real estate sales. (I would note 
that as I write this article, the Dow 
closed down 3,583 points for the 
last week in February, its worst week 
since October 2008 according to a 
CNN Business report, due to fears 
about the spread of the coronavirus. 
The S&P and Nasdaq had similar 
declines.)

Here are some more sobering 
numbers from the fourth quarter 
2019 New York Federal Reserve 
report: 1.) new mortgage loans 
jumped to their highest volume since 
the fourth quarter of 2005. As I 
will explain in more detail below, 
my concern is that this increase was 
driven by a big increase in refinances; 
2.) there were $159 billion new auto 
loans in the fourth quarter, increas-

Irrational exuberance strikes again!  
ing the total balance by $16 billion; 
3.) credit card debt increased by $46 
billion; and 4.) student loan debt 
increased by $10 billion to $1.51 
trillion. 

 The negative repercussions of 
this growing debt as stated in the 
Report include: 1.) transition of 
mortgages into serious delinquency 
(more than 90 days late) increased 
by 17.4%; 2.) 11.1% of student loan 
are in default; 3.) 5.32% of credit 
cards are more than 90 days late; 
and 4.) 202,000 consumers had a 
bankruptcy notation added to their 
credit report, up 7000 for the same 
quarter in 2018. I would also note 
that according to the Bankruptcy 
Court statistical reports for the 
Middle District of Florida, after 
several years of declining filings, 
bankruptcy filings are up the past 
two calendar years (http://www.flmb.
uscourts.gov/statistics/ ). These trends 
are alarming to me based upon my 
past experience. 

Next, I would like to share with 
you the three biggest problems 
I see with my clients’ finances 

that lead to disaster. First, too many 
consumers are living based upon 
their maximum earnings. They spend 
every dime of their paycheck and 
buy the biggest house or fanciest car 
the bank says they can afford. Just 
because a bank is willing to give you 
a loan, especially a car loan, doesn’t 
mean you can afford it. For example, 
a couple making $80,000 a year with 
two kids under 12, cannot reason-
ably afford two $500 car payments, 
even though they will qualify for the 
loans, when you consider all their 
child-rearing expenses. Nevertheless, 
I see it all the time with my bank-
ruptcy clients. The problem with this 
kind of spending is that all it takes 
is for one party to lose a job, or get 
hours cut, or overtime eliminated, 
and now they can’t afford all their 
expenses and start relying on high 
interest credit cards.

The second issue I see is the 
fact that people fail to create a 
monthly budget or, if they do, they 
don’t follow it and track it on a 
daily basis. I have even had some 
clients meet with me at their initial 
consultation where I have them do a 
budget and they realize for the first 
time that, even if we eliminate all 
their credit card debt, they still can’t 

PERSONAL FINANCE AND BANKRUPTCY

pay all their bills because of their 
high fixed expenses. That realization 
becomes a very sobering moment for 
these couples.

The third problem I see are 
consumers who do not have an 
emergency fund or even a plan to 
create an emergency fund, of at least 
three months of monthly expenses, 
but preferably, six months. By having 
this type of savings, it can help them 
through some of the rough waters 
should the economy change and their 
income decrease. Unfortunately, due 
to the lack of emphasis on savings 
vs. using credit, most people don’t 
have an emergency fund. Again, 
without this emergency fund, they 
turn to high interest credit cards to 
get by when their income unexpect-
edly decreases.

When faced with a cash flow 
shortfall because of outside 
economic forces, I see my clients 
make these three big financial 
mistakes. First, as stated above, they 
rely on high interest credit cards 
to make ends meet. This leads to a 
vicious cycle of making minimum 
payments where it will take 20 years 
to pay the debts off. The banks love 
minimum payment makers! 

Second, consumers will pull out 
the equity in their home to pay off 
high interest credit cards. This is 
foolish, especially in Florida, because 
of the Florida Constitution’s home-
stead exemption that protects one’s 
homestead from judgment creditors. 
By taking out a second mortgage to 
payoff credit cards, you are convert-
ing an “unsecured claim” into a 
“secured claim” and, if you can’t pay 
your second mortgage, you now can 
lose your home to foreclosure, when 
before, your house was protected 
from a credit card judgment.

Third, clients often take money 

Mark 
Martella, Esq
Icard Merrill

See EXUBERANCE, Page 18

Based upon what I have seen 
in my practice the last 32 
years and, based upon the 
axiom that “history repeats 
itself,” now is the time to 
prepare for the inevitable 
economic downturn coming 
our way. 

http://www.flmb.uscourts.gov/statistics/
http://www.flmb.uscourts.gov/statistics/
http://dot.com
http://www.flmb
http://uscourts.gov/statistics/
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NEWS OF NOTE

CLA SSIFIED ADS

OFFICE SPACE
Office suites for rent on Main Street — 
walking distance to courthouse. Furnished or 
unfurnished available for immediate move-in. 
Please call Dan Dannheisser at 941-365-
7600.
Looking for an attorney with a compatible 
practice to share office space in the Northern 
Trust Building in downtown Sarasota, or for an 
associate/partner in Wills, Trusts, and Estates 
to join established AV rated practice. Call 
David Silberstein, Esq., 941-953-4400 for 
more details. All inquiries confidential.

n Rob Robinson is pleased to 
announce that after 31 years of 
practicing law in Sarasota County 
with the area’s most established law 
firms he has opened Rob Robinson 
Attorney, P.A. at 500 S. Washington 
Blvd., Suite 400 in Sarasota. Mr. 
Robinson is Board Certified in City, 
County and Local Government 
Law and has extensive experience 
in commercial litigation and 
administrative matters surrounding 
land use, environmental law, labor 
and employment, and appellate 
practice matters. Mr. Robinson 
can be reached at his firm website 
robrobinson.law

Continued from Page 9

SANDWICHES

Continued from Page 13 Continued from Page 17

HOMESTEAD EXUBERANCE 

Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Ample seating is available inside and out, as well as 
takeout, downtown delivery, catering, and coveted online 
ordering.

And don’t forget, if you bring in your Sarasota 
County Bar Association card you will get 15% off or 
a free side item! Who said attorneys can’t shop a good 
deal!?

The Main Bar Sandwich Shop 
The Double Italian ($11.50) is pressed to order filled 
with salami, ham, provolone cheese, tomatoes, chopped 
peppers, onions, oil, garlic, and spices . . . ’nuff said.

a “residency-based” tax credit in 
another state for which they did 
not apply and for which they may 
not even be aware. In other words, 
as a result of a policy, practice, or 
mistake by a property appraiser 
in another state, Florida Property 
Appraisers are stripping and 
penalizing Florida residents of their 
homestead exemption. 

If we are intellectually honest, 
the true purpose of the statutes 
is to prevent actual homestead 

fraud. However, in their current 
form, Florida permanent residents 
who, through no fault of their 
own, are receiving a de minimis 
“residency based” tax credit in 
another state, are being held strictly 
liable under §§196.031(5) and 
196.161(1)(b) due to the absence of 
a knowledge requirement. In light 
of Florida’s affinity for homestead 
protection, the current application 
of §§196.031(5) and 196.161(1)
(b) seems incongruous and 
unreasonably punitive. In addition 
to being codified in the Florida 
Constitution, homestead property 
is protected in Florida even when 
used in the course of conducting 
a crime, or when acquired with 
nonexempt assets specifically 
with the intent to hinder, delay, or 
defraud creditors. See Butterworth 
v. Caggiano, 605 So. 2d 56 (Fla. 
1992) and Havoco of Am., Ltd. v. 
Hill, 790 So. 2d 1018 (Fla. 2001). 
Although admittedly, the analysis 
applied to homestead forfeitures and 
homestead tax exemptions are not 
identical, the underlying substantive 
right protected by the Florida 
Constitution is the same. 

Until a permanent fix to the 
language of §§196.031(5) and 
196.161(1)(b) is fashioned, 
practitioners beware! For those 
of you performing estate planning 
work, especially for those clients 
who are merging estates with a new 
spouse, or for those of you with 
clients who maintain properties in 
multiple states, I encourage you 
to take a detailed look into the 
status of all your clients’ residential 
property, owned jointly or 
individually, to determine whether 
they are unknowingly running afoul 
of §§196.031(5) and 196.161(1)
(b).  Because, as it currently stands, 
a misstep related to §§196.031(5) 
and 196.161(1)(b) could be 
catastrophic.

How to Place a Classified Ad
To place a classified advertisement,  
call the Bar office or send an email 
to scba@sarasotabar.com.

Wanted: News items
Have you or a member of your firm 
achieved professional recognition? Have 
you hired a new attorney? Any other 
news of note? If so, we would like to 
hear about it. Email your “News of Note” 
items to  
scba@sarasotabar.com.

out of their 401(k) or other retire-
ment accounts. Depending on a 
consumers’ age, this can be expen-
sive money with 20% penalties 
plus income taxes to be paid on the 
withdrawal. If a consumer is over 
the age of 50, he may never have the 
ability to make up the lost retirement 
savings.

How does one avoid these disas-
ters and not have to seek protection 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code? 
First, consumers should start paying 
down any debt that have, especially 
high interest credit cards, beginning 
today. Second, they need to eliminate 
unnecessary expenses, and create 
and follow a budget. Going out to 
eat five days a week and charging it 
on a credit card is not what to do if 
you are concerned about a downturn 
in your income. Third, start creating 
that emergency fund today if you 
don’t already have one in place.

Again, I am not an economist. 
However, based upon what I have 
seen in my practice the last 32 years 
and, based upon the axiom that 
“history repeats itself,” now is the 
time to prepare for the inevitable 
economic downturn coming our way. 

Want to be reminded 

of upcoming SCBA 

events while you scroll 

through Facebook? 

How about a glimpse 

of past events you 

missed? Maybe even 

some local legal news and events? Please “like” 

our Facebook page to receive future updates and  

photos by clicking here:  

www.facebook.com/SarasotaBar

Find us on Facebook

In 
Memoriam

Erin Lee 
Dailey

1966–2020
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