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an eye opening
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invites you to attend
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3:00 - 5:00 pm
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     5:00 pm - Networking Cocktail Reception 
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     941.861.8180

For tickets and more information:

TICKETS $50
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LAWYERS A SSISTANCEC OUNCIL FOR DIVERSIT Y & INCLUSION

12TH CIRCUIT MO CK TRIAL

Sara Castro 
Farr Law Firm

Adria Jensen 
Shumaker

By SARA CASTRO, Esq. 
Farr Law Firm

The 12th Circuit High School 
Mock Trial Competition will be 
held Saturday, February 8, at the 

Judge Lynn N. Silvertooth Judicial 
Center. This year’s case involves 
a student who is a member of a 
secret society and protest group at 
a Florida university. The student 
is charged with felony arson after 
a suspicious fire at the school’s 
student union. Student teams are 
already hard at work training for the 
competition. The winning team for 
the 12th Circuit will compete in the 
statewide competition in Orlando in 
March.

The competition grew in 2018 
and 2019, with six Sarasota 
and Manatee county schools 
participating. This year eight high 
schools are registered, and we expect 

Eight teams to compete in courtroom

By ADRIA JENSEN, Esq. 
Shumaker

Most people would have no issue 
admitting that they would make 
a snap judgment decision about 

certain foods presented to them 
without even tasting them based on 
their characteristics. Shape, apparent 
texture, color, resemblance to other 
food one may or may not like would 
no doubt pre-dispose someone to 
embrace or reject the opportunity 
to give it a try. But if you ask those 
same people whether they make snap 
judgments, jump to conclusions or 
evaluate people based on a set of 
pre-existing factors you would prob-
ably get a very different answer. 

But what if I told you that not 
only does the same process occur 
when it comes to people, but that we 
are quite unaware that it’s happening 
when it does. Our minds work at 
such a rapid pace piecing together 
information and making decisions 
about people based on limited data 
available, of which we are cogni-
tively quite unaware. Whether we 
recognize it or not ethnic, racial, 
cultural, gender, and even gener-

Attorneys face 
mental health  
and substance  
use issues

ational traits affect how others 
perceive and even treat us and how 
we perceive and treat them. Thus, 
in our ever expanding and diverse 
communities, awareness and sensi-
tivity to how we are affected by such 
traits, especially those different from 
our own will go a long way in bring-
ing about more open dialogue, better 
understanding among community 
members and in ensuring inclusivity 
and regard for different groups and 
points of view.

Last year at the Florida Bar 
Conference, these concepts were 
brought to life. Attendees gained 
insight on the brain processes, or 
neuroscience, that drives our deci-
sion making. Now, The Sarasota 
County Bar Association’s Council for 
Diversity & Inclusion (CDI) is proud 
to bring “What We Don’t Think We 
Think: The Neuroscience of Decision 
Making” to the Sarasota business and 
legal community on February 12, 
2020 at the Embassy Suites. 

Presented by Florida Supreme 
Court Justice the Hon. Alan Lawson 
along with Twelfth Circuit Judges, 
Charles Williams and David Denkin, 

that competition will be fierce. 
The competition affords students a 
unique opportunity to conduct their 
mock trials in front of real judges 
and a jury of real attorneys in our 
beautiful courthouse. 

The Sarasota County Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division 
will organize and oversee the local 
competition with guidance and 
resources from the Justice Teaching 
Center for Civic Learning, a 
program hosted by Florida Southern 
College. In prior years the program 
was organized by the Florida Law 
Related Education Association Inc. 
However, in 2019 FLREA’s Executive 
Director (and mock trial program 
co-creator) Annette Boyd Pitts 
moved to the Justice Teaching Center 
for Civic Learning, and luckily the 
competition moved along with her to 
continue this great tradition. 

By MOLLY J. PARIS, Esq. 
Associate Director, 
Florida Lawyers Assistance  
and JUDY R. RUSHLOW, Esq. 
Executive Director,  
Florida Lawyers Assistance

“I never planned to become 
depressed, I never thought I’d 
turn to abusing substances, 
and I never even imagined I 
could ever contemplate suicide 
— and once I did, practicing 
law made it very difficult for 
me to seek help. I was afraid 
of being ‘found out,’ and I 
felt I was ‘weak.’ But, I did 
reach out— and found the best 
kept secret in the Florida legal 
community— and the map to a 
more successful practice, career 
enjoyment, and a fulfilling 
personal life was right there!”

—Patrick C., Esq. 
Grateful past participant in 
Florida Lawyers Assistance

In preparing for a legal career, most 
lawyers never give much thought to 
the consequences of a career that, 

for almost all attorneys, is at times 
defined by intense stress and self-sac-
rifice. Thus, it is perhaps predictable 
that, as a professional who makes a 
career out of solving problems for 
others, an attorney is often taken 
by surprise when he or she, or a 
colleague, becomes unable to stay 
happy and healthy while practicing 
law. Yet, a 2016 national study pred-
icated on voluntary responses from 
nearly 13,000 practicing lawyers 
found that 21–36 percent qualify as 
problem drinkers, 28 percent self-re-
port as being “depressed,” and 19 
percent and 23 percent are struggling 
with some level of anxiety or stress, 
respectively.1 Moreover, attorneys 

1.  P. R. Krill, R. Johnson, & L. Albert, The 
Prevalence of Substance Use and Other 
Mental Health Concerns Among American 
Attorneys, 10 J. ADDICTION MED. 46 (2016)

The neuroscience of decision-making

See THINK, Page 19

See MOCK, Page 11 See ASSISTANCE, Page 7 
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Please don’t let the title suggest 
that I have figured out the key 
to happiness on my own. Far 

from it. I have read a myriad of 
books and articles and studies that 
have attempted to identify where 
happiness comes from. While there 
are various theories about the source 
of happiness (eg., managing expec-
tations, our relationships, being 
present, self-acceptance, etc.), the 
one reason that resonates most with 
me is gratefulness and that is mostly 
because of a 93 year-old Benedictine 
monk.

I sometimes joke about being 
a “recovering” Roman Catholic. 
After graduating from Catholic high 
school, college and law school, and 
in spite of being an altar boy for 11 
years, it has probably been at least 
15 years since I have been to a Cath-
olic Mass, with the exception of a 
handful of funerals and weddings. I 
bear no grudge against the Catholic 
Church; I just have some challenges 
accepting many of its doctrines at 
face value. Suffice to safe to say that 
I have not gone out of my way look-
ing for Catholic philosophers and 
scholars. In spite of that predisposi-
tion, I stumbled across a fascinating 
Austrian monk known as Brother 
David Steindl-Rast.

What makes Brother David, born 
in 1926, so intriguing, is that he has 
studied happiness throughout his 
long life, and he has done so through 
an interfaith approach. In an effort 
to study the topic of happiness more 
thoroughly, he has worked along-
side leaders of the Buddhist, Hindu, 
Jewish and Sufi faiths and was a 
co-founder of the interfaith Center 
for Spiritual Studies. As a result of 
that work he also co-founded A 
Network for Grateful Living (grate-
fulness.org) and has written exten-
sively about the topic of gratefulness, 
including a book titled, Gratefulness, 
the Heart of Prayer: An Approach to 
Life in Fullness. 

Brother David’s work is not 
directed just to Catholics. It is 
directed to everyone because, as he 
says, the one thing all humans have 
in common is the desire for happi-
ness. According to Brother David, 
happiness comes from being grateful. 
He is fond of saying that, “The key 
to being grateful is to be present 
enough to recognize the opportunity 
in every moment.” And, “We always 

SCBA NEWS

The key to happiness

Drew 
Clayton, Esq. 
Icard Merrill

SCBA  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

get another opportunity. That is the 
wonderful richness of life.”

In the time-crunch of an ordinary 
work day, it is easy for us to lose 
sight of everything for which we 
have to be grateful. The “opportu-
nity in every moment” that Brother 
David refers to is that, even in 
times of difficulty, it is possible to 
be grateful. In an interview he gave 
in 2013, he said, “Even in times of 
sickness, someone who habitually 
practices grateful living will look for 
the opportunity that a given moment 
offers and use it creatively.”

This article is written less than 
two weeks before Christmas. As is 
true of this season every year, this 
is a good time to look back on the 
past year and to think about all of 
the things for which we are grate-
ful. I am blessed by many things, 
especially a wonderful wife, loving 
children and in-laws, exceptional 
friends, good health, a terrific group 
of colleagues at Icard Merrill, work 
that I enjoy and am proud to do, and 
the opportunity to have a leadership 
position in the Sarasota County Bar 
Association. 

Is it easy to practice gratefulness? 
In theory, yes. In practice, no. But, 
whether you remind yourself of 
what you are thankful for through 
prayer, daily meditation, or a written 
affirmation taped to the bathroom 
mirror at home, it’s worth trying!

MEMBERSHIP

The following represents each new member’s name, law school, 
year of admission to The Florida Bar, and law firm association.

n  Anna Bryan: Temple University; 2006; Retired

n  Patrick Chucri: University of Florida; 2019; Shumaker, Loop & Kend-
rick, LLP

n  Jerome Meisner: University of Florida; 1987; Law Office of Jerome L. 
Meisner, PA

n  Danielle Monroe: WMU Cooley Law School; Expected Graduation 
Date: August 2021

n  Ivan Rubin: New York University; 2000; Retired

Welcome, new members! 

SAVE THE DATE
FAMILY PICNIC

Saturday, April 25

4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Sarasota Sailing Squadron

FREE EVENT 
FOR MEMBERS 
AND FAMILIES!

http://gratefulness.org
http://gratefulness.org


Social Security 
Disability & SSI
HEARINGS/APPEALS

Jonathan E.  
Hausburg, Esq.

3202 N. Tamiami Trail • Sarasota, Fl 34234
941-351-9111 · socialsecuritysarasota.com

SERVING 
SARASOTA 

AND MANATEE 
COUNTIES

MORE THAN 
35 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

• 28-Day & Long Term Residen� al
   Jail Diversion Programs

• DUI & Drug Court Services

• Involuntary Detox Through
   Marchman Act

• Addi� onal Residen� al &
   Outpa� ent Services

• Medica� on Assisted Treatment

941-366-5333 • www.fsos.org

Changing Lives,
Saving Families

Lakewood Equipment Appraisals · Lakewood Ranch, FL
(941) 387-6262 · lw-appraisals.com · david@icequipment.com

Let a professional tell you.

What is something like this worth?

Do you need to know the value of a single 
piece or a whole fleet of industrial or 

construction equipment for your clients? David 
Williams of Lakewood Equipment Appraisals 
can help. David brings over 20 years of industry 
knowledge and experience and is a Certified 
Machinery and Equipment Appraiser (CMEA).   
He prepares thorough appraisals for attorneys, 
banks, CPAs and other businesses following 
USPAP guidelines. Give him a call today.

David Williams, 
MBA, CMEA

Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

MEDIATION/ARBITRATION

Retired from the bench after 30 years.

http://socialsecuritysarasota.com
http://www.fsos.org
mailto:scott@brownellmediation.com
http://lw-appraisals.com
mailto:david@icequipment.com
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION

Brian 
Goodrich, 
Esq. 
Bentley & 
Bruning, P.A.

YLD  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

I hope you all had a fantastic holi-
day season replete with family and 
friends, well-deserved rest, and 

enough Hallmark holiday movies to 
keep you emotionally and spiritually 
content for the next eleven months. 

In November, the Young Lawyers 
Division co-hosted a Second Thurs-
day social along with the Council for 
Diversity & Inclusion at 99 Bottles. 
A tremendous thanks to Alisa Heedy, 
Warren Chin, and Nicole Christie 
for coordinating this wonderful 
and well-attended event. Also, a big 
thanks to SunTrust Private Wealth 
for sponsoring! 

This holiday season, the YLD was 
on a mission to spread holiday cheer, 
starting with the annual Tanner’s 
Turkeys charitable event in Novem-
ber. Thanks in part to the generous 
donations of our bar members and 
the participation of our bar members 
at the meal packing event, the SCBA 
assisted in feeding hundreds of needy 
families during Thanksgiving. The 
SCBA’s support has significantly 
widened Tanner’s Turkeys’ impact 
on our local community. Thank you 
to all who donated and helped pack 

day season brighter for others. You 
rock!

Presumably, many of you sat 
home during the holidays pondering 
your involvement with the Young 
Lawyers Division. Is it too late to get 
involved? Have I missed my shot? 
Am I doomed to never to experi-
ence the unbridled joy of planning 
a Second Thursday? The answer, 
my fortunate friend, is an emphatic 
“No!”

Welcome to the Roaring 
(20)20s—a decade where anything 
is possible! New decade. New 
you. New opportunity to immerse 
yourself in all the YLD has to offer. 
From monthly Second Thursdays 
to planning and/or judging the 
Mock Trial Competition to 
planning and/or attending the SCBA 
Baseball Social, there are countless 
opportunities to enhance your 
bar experience. I encourage all to 
attend YLD events, seek out YLD 
leadership positions and get to know 
your fellow young lawyers. If you 
need help getting started, please just 
ask me!

Happy New Year!

meals; it is greatly appreciated! 
On December 12th, the Young 

Lawyers Division hosted the annual 
Holiday Party at Art Ovation. This 
party was exceptional thanks to 
the efforts of the talented planning 
committee, Alisa Heedy, Vivian 
Bastawros, Jill Bowen, Jade Davis, 
Patrick Hale, and Mallory Moretti! 
This all-star lineup set the bar high 
with a top-notch venue, live music, 
a photo booth, and a mac ‘n cheese 
bar. A huge shout out to the Holiday 
Party sponsors, Bentley & Bruning, 
Fergeson Skipper, Berlin Patten 
Ebling, Chapman Law, MRI Asso-
ciates, Shumaker Loop & Kendrick, 
Shutts, and Synovus. 

Continuing to spread holiday 
cheer, the SCBA collected and 
donated piles of unwrapped toys 
to Children First. Children First 
provides gifts for approximately 800 
children enrolled in their program 
and the donations Children First 
received from the SCBA were incred-
ibly appreciated. 

Again, thank you to all SCBA 
members who donated their money, 
time and energy to making this holi-

New decade. New you. New Docket article.

See ASSISTANCE, Page 9

now carry the highest suicide rate of 
any profession. In response to this 
identified crisis among legal profes-
sionals, bar associations and lawyers’ 
advocacy groups across America are 
increasing their efforts to educate 
lawyers, reduce stigma, and mini-
mize the too often devastating effects 
of mental health and substance use 
disorders. For those lawyers licensed 
to practice in Florida, however, such 
efforts at lawyer restoration have 
been under way since the 1970’s.

Though not a normal matter 
of concern for the vast majority of 
Florida lawyers, the Florida Bar has 
long been a leader in policy aimed 
at helping its attorney community 
rather than penalizing distasteful 
behavior borne of treatable illnesses. 
By funding the Florida Lawyers 
Assistance (“FLA”) program, the 
Florida Bar affords lawyers in 
gratis and completely confidential 
services if they seek help for concerns 
regarding mental health, substance 
use, or other destructive behaviors. 

Indeed, often called the best kept 
secret among the membership of the 
Florida Bar, FLA daily receives calls, 
arranges interventional services, 
and offers supportive guidance to 
attorneys across the Sunshine State. 

History of Florida 
Lawyers Assistance
In 1976, the Florida Supreme Court 
specifically recognized the disease 
concept of alcoholism and ruled 
that the presence of the illness 
could be taken into consideration 
when determining sanctions to be 
imposed on an attorney.2 Further, in 
1979, the Court mandated that the 
Florida Bar establish a commission 
on alcohol and drug abuse, charging 
the commission with assisting and 
monitoring chemically dependent 
attorneys during and after the 
grievance process. Critically, and to 
the great benefit of Florida’s lawyers, 
the Court also expressed its hope 
that the commission develop means 
to identify and assist affected lawyers 
2.  The Florida Bar v. Blalock, 325 So.2d 101 

(1976)

prior to disciplinary proceedings 
being filed. 

Dubbed the Florida Bar Special 
Committee on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse (“the Committee”), 
the panel issued the following 
recommendations in its 1981 report: 
1) establish a statewide, toll-free 
hotline through which chemically 
dependent attorneys could obtain 
help; 2) establish an independent 
Alcohol Advisory Committee to 
assist the Court and the Florida Bar 
in disciplinary cases where chemical 
dependency was a factor; and 3) 
establish a program to educate 
attorneys regarding substance use 
disorders and help that is available.

In deliberating over the 
Committee’s recommendations, 
the Court also considered the 
possibility that a program equipped 
to intervene on a chemically 
dependent attorney before he or 
she faced disciplinary action could 
result in substantial savings of 
funds, client harm, and devastated 
lives, and additionally serve as a 
resource to grievance committees 

Continued from Page 3

ASSISTANCE The Florida Bar 
has long been a 
leader in policy 
aimed at helping 
its attorney 
community 
rather than 
penalizing 
distasteful 
behavior borne 
of treatable 
illnesses.
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SOUTH C OUNT Y DIVISION

Happy New Year! May this new 
year bring happiness, success, 
and prosperity for all! On 

November 1, 2019, the South 
County Division held its annual 
Historic Train Station Wine Social 
with over 150 people in attendance. 
A special thanks to Skip Berg for 
making the wine selection and ensur-
ing there was enough for everybody, 
to Village on the Isle for provid-
ing such amazing food selections, 
and to Englewood Bank and Trust 
for co-sponsoring the event. The 
weather was beautiful, and a good 
time was had by all. 

On December 6, the South 
County Division held its annual 
Courthouse Holiday Party that 
allowed members of the bar asso-
ciation to give thanks to the count-
less people who work behind the 
scenes to ensure our legal system 
operates smoothly. Thank you to 
all the Judges, Magistrates, Court 
Personnel, Bailiffs, Probation Offi-
cers, Public Defenders, State Attor-

neys, Pre-Trial Release Personnel, 
and all other staff that attended. 
A special thank you to Lance Ball, 
Erin Itts, and Jacqulyn Mack-Majka 
for your dedication and hard work 
in arranging for the wonderful food 
and drinks that everyone enjoyed, 
and for pulling the event together. A 
special thanks to Callie Cowan from 
The Twig Cares, Inc. (The Twig), 
for giving a special presentation 
discussing all the wonderful things 
The Twig does to help countless 
foster children throughout Southwest 
Florida. 

Now that the holidays are behind 
us, we can look forward to what lies 
ahead in the early months of 2020. 
On February 6, 2020, we will host 
our annual Winter Wine Social at 
Venice Wine and Coffee. On March 
6, 2020, we will hold our annual 
Sporting Clays Event at the Sarasota 
Gun Club. And most importantly 
(in my opinion), is April 2020 when 
we will be breaking ground on 
construction for a new South County 

More than 150 guests enjoy Train Station Social

Bryan 
Kessler, Esq. 
Berg and 
Kessler

SOUTH COUNTY 
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

Courthouse, to initially include 4 
courtrooms, with additional space 
for 2 more when needed. This is 
something that numerous members 
of the South County Bar Association, 
including Beth Waskom and Kerry 
Mack, have advocated for over the 
past several years. Their efforts over 
the years have led to the realization 
of a new courthouse and being able 
to provide more legal services for our 
residents who reside in South County 
Sarasota.

Lastly, I would like to follow in 
the footsteps of my colleague and 
past president Susan Hines by 

closing with a quote, this one from 
Mehmet Murat Ildan. “What do you 
need in the New Year? You need a 
dream; your dream needs an action; 
and your action needs right thinking! 
Without right thinking, you can only 
have unrealised dreams!” Close your 
eyes, dream, open your eyes, and 
take the action necessary to make 
those dreams come true in 2020!  

Want to be reminded of upcoming 
SCBA events while you scroll through 
Facebook? How about a glimpse of past 
events you missed? Maybe even some 
local legal news and events? Please 
“like” our Facebook page to receive by 
clicking here:  
www.facebook.com/SarasotaBar

in disciplinary cases where alcohol 
or drugs were involved. In 1985, 
the rules regulating the Florida Bar 
were amended to provide that the 
Bar was to create or fund a program 
for the identification of its members 
who are addicted to or dependent 
upon chemicals and the assistance of 
those members in overcoming such 
addictions or dependencies.3 In that 
same year, the Florida Bar was, for 
the first time, given the responsibility 
of monitoring the probation of an 
attorney disciplined by the Court.4 

Guaranteed Confidentiality
Both the Bar and the Committee 
recognized that concerns for confi-
dentiality could constitute a major 
impediment to the objective of reach-
ing attorneys before they became 
subjected to disciplinary action. In 
order to provide the necessary safe-
guards, 25 active members of the 
Florida Bar petitioned the Court for 
a further amendment to the Rules 
providing for such confidentiality. 

3. Rule 2-9.11
4.  The Florida Bar v. Headley, 475 So.2d 1213 

(1985)

In 1985 the Court authorized Rule 
3-7.1(o) [now 3-7.1(j)] providing 
that services to any attorney who 
has voluntarily sought, received, or 
accepted treatment for alcoholism 
or alcohol or drug abuse shall be 
confidential and evidence [thereof] 
shall not be admitted as evidence 
in disciplinary proceedings under 
these rules unless agreed to by the 
attorney who sought the treatment.5 
In carrying out the Court’s mandate 
to create or fund a lawyer assistance 
program (LAP), it was decided that, 
in order to assure confidentiality 
and provide maximum separation 
between the Florida Bar and the 
LAP, a new corporation, indepen-
dent of the Bar, should be created. 
This led to the formation of FLA in 
February of 1986.

Protections for Other 
Recognized Conditions
Shortly after the creation of FLA, 
it became apparent that conditions 
other than chemical dependency can 
also adversely affect an attorney’s 
ability to practice law. Such other 
conditions may include depression, 

5. Rule 3-7.1(j)

Continued from Page 7

ASSISTANCE stress, bi-polar disorders, personality 
disorders, financial and family 
problems, and other addictions 
such as gambling, sex, or food.  
Failure to address and treat these 
conditions can result in consequences 
just as severe as drug addiction or 
alcoholism. In recognition of this 
fact, the Court in 1998 expanded 
Rule 29.11 to provide that the 
program of assistance for addicted 
and chemically dependent members 
would also include those suffering 
psychological problems affecting 
their professional performance.

If You or Someone You Know Might 
Benefit from Confidential Help . . . 
Or, if you would simply like 
additional information regarding 
lawyer impairment, wellness, or 
recommended resources, please do 
not hesitate to call FLA at (800)282-
8981, or visit https://www.fla-lap.org/

Shortly after 
the creation of 
FLA, it became 
apparent that 
conditions other 
than chemical 
dependency can 
also adversely 
affect an attor-
ney’s ability to 
practice law.

https://www.fla-lap.org/
https://www.fla-lap.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SarasotaBar
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BANKRUPTCY LAW

By KELLY ROBERTS, Esq.  
Roberts Law, PLLC

After months of litigating, a 
suggestion of bankruptcy 
appears on the eve of trial! What  

happens now? The following primer 
on the automatic stay will hopefully 
assist you in counseling your client 
and determining your next steps. 

It is important to avoid ignoring 
the automatic stay. Violating the 
automatic stay after becoming 
aware of the bankruptcy can result 
in a bankruptcy judge awarding 
the debtor actual damages, punitive 
damages, attorney’s fees, and costs 
in addition to your actions being 
reversed or voided.   

The Automatic Stay in a Nutshell
The automatic stay is an injunction 
that is triggered by the filing of a 
bankruptcy case. Pursuant to 11 
U.S.C. §362, the injunction prevents 
collection efforts by creditors against 
the debtor and the debtor’s property 
for debts owed as of the date of 
the bankruptcy filing. The intent 
is two-fold, to provide the debtor 
breathing room to reorganize and to 
put the creditors on equal footing to 
receive payment from the debtor’s 
property. This injunction prevents 
any lawsuit initiated before the filing 
of the bankruptcy to collect money 
or property from the debtor from 
continuing until relief from the stay 
is granted or termination of the stay 
at the end of the case. 

Bankruptcy Code §362(a) lists 
the actions that are stayed by the 
bankruptcy filing (paraphrased): 

1.  commencement or continuation 

of a judicial proceeding against 
the debtor; 

2.  the enforcement of a judgment 
against the debtor or property 
of the estate;

3.  any act to obtain possession of 
property of the estate;

4.  any act to create, perfect, 
or enforce any lien against 
property of the estate;

5.  any act to collect, assess, or 
recover from the debtor based 
on a pre-bankruptcy debt; and

6.  setoff of any debt owed by the 
debtor.

The automatic stay does not stop 
every type of litigation against the 
debtor. The following are exceptions 
where the proceedings can continue 
even after a bankruptcy is filed: 

1.  criminal cases against the 
debtor; 

2.  IRS audits, demands for tax 
returns, and in some cases tax 
liens may be filed; 

3.  family court proceedings to 
establish paternity, determine 
child support or alimony, 
establish parenting plan or 
visitation, dissolve a marriage, 
or address issues relating to 
ongoing child support or 
alimony (for back support it 
will make a difference if the 
bankruptcy is a chapter 7 or 
chapter 13); and 

4.  an eviction where a judgment 
of possession is issued prior to 
the filing of the bankruptcy.

Co-Debtor Stay and  
Property of the Estate
If the debtor identified in the 
suggestion of bankruptcy and your 

defendant are not the same, do 
not expel a sigh of relief just yet, 
the stay may still be triggered if 
your defendant is an entity who is 
wholly owned by the debtor or the 
defendant benefits from a chapter 13 
co-debtor stay. 

Property of the estate is very 
broadly defined in 11 U.S.C. 
§541 to encompasses all legal and 
equitable interest of the debtor in 
assets even if the assets are owned 
and titled in someone else’s name. If 
collection efforts are taken against 
property of the estate, a chapter 7 
trustee may intervene to clawback 
that property and bring it back 
into the bankruptcy estate to pay 
creditors.

A co-debtor is a person who is 
jointly liable on the debt, claim, or 
lien in question. The co-debtor is 
often the spouse of the debtor, but 
does not have to be. The co-debtor 
stay will be triggered by a chapter 
13 bankruptcy case, however, will 
only apply to consumer debts. 
Pursuant to Bankruptcy Code 
§1301, this co-debtor stay can be 
terminated by motion and hearing if 
the request meets all the prescribed 
requirements. 

When in Doubt, Get a Translator

Bankruptcy is very detailed 
oriented and can be hard for 
non-bankruptcy practitioners 

to decipher. It is advisable to get 
the opinion of a bankruptcy profes-
sional if you have questions about 
the effect of the bankruptcy stay on 
your proceedings and the collectabil-
ity of your client’s claim against the 
debtor or property of the estate.

Do not pass go, do not collect: A primer on the bankruptcy automatic stay 

Kelly Roberts 
Roberts Law, 
PLLC

Continued from Page 3

MOCK
A large team of volunteers also 

come together each year to make this 
event possible, something for which 
we are very grateful. Attorneys, 
teachers, judges, paralegals, and 
many others take time from their 
busy schedules to assist with the day 
of the competition. Attorney coaches 
and teachers make the biggest 
time commitment, beginning their 
preparation many months ahead 
of the competition to coach the 
student teams. This year’s co-chairs 

are Patrick McArdle and Sara 
Castro, with committee members 
Vivian Bastawros, Andrew Conaboy, 
Jennifer Hicks, Patrick Iyampillas, 
Patrick Hale, and Robert Garcia. 
The competition would also not be 
possible without our sponsors, who 
enable us to provide food, beverages, 
lunch, and courthouse security 
for the students on the day of the 
competition: Icard, Merrill, Cullis, 
Timm, Furen & Ginsburg, PA and 
Farr, Farr, Emerich, Hackett, Carr & 
Holmes, PA. 

 Please contact Sara Castro at 
scastro@farr.com if you are interested 

in volunteering on the day of the 
competition to act as a scoring 
judge. Scoring judges sit in the jury 
box and evaluate the participants 
during the trial, providing feedback 
on a standard rubric. Depending 
on the timing, jurors sometimes 
have the opportunity to provide 
verbal feedback to the students. No 
preparation ahead of the competition 
is required! Just arrive at your 
scheduled time. The average time 
commitment is two hours and each 
volunteer may choose their preferred 
time of day. More involved roles are 
available as well. 

 The average time 
commitment is 
two hours and 
each volunteer 
may choose their 
preferred time 
of day.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/11/362
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/11/362
mailto:mailto:scastro@farr.com
mailto:scastro@farr.com


Can the law firm you refer your Personal injury 
Cases to answer yes to these 10 questions?

 1.  Does the attorney try cases several times each year?

 2.  Does the attorney have the ability to show you recent trial results?

 3.  Does the attorney have over 20 years of experience working for the 
insurance companies so that they have gained an insight into how to 
oppose and/or sue the insurance companies? 

 4.  Is the attorney Board Certified in Civil Trial Law?

 5.  Is the attorney AV rated by Martindale Hubbell?

 6.  Does the attorney have the financial strength to take on significant 
injury cases?

 7.  Is the attorney located in the 12th judicial circuit?

 8.  Will the attorney pay you a referral fee in accordance with the rules 
regulating the Florida Bar on every case no matter how big or small?*

 9.  Is the attorney available to speak with you at any point during the 
referral to give you status updates as you request?

10.  Is the attorney willing to take on challenging cases that other law 
firms or attorneys may not be willing to handle or would turn down 
due to the amount of work involved?

refer your Cases to the mallard law firm, beCause 
our answer to these 10 questions is yes.

damian mallard, esq.
Mallard Law Firm, P.A.

889 North Washington Blvd.

Sarasota, Florida 34236

(P) 941-952-1682

www.MallardLawFirm.com

*Rules regulating the Florida Bar permit a 25% referral fee 
without any involvement of the referral attorney other than 
making the introduction to the client. Any additional fees 
require court approval and involvement of the referring 
attorney in the handling of the personal injury matter.

MEDIATION
JAMES ROLFES & GARY LARSEN

BOARD CERTIFIED TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Let our 70+ years of Litigation Experience work for you.
We are available to mediate in all areas of civil litigation throughout

Southwest Florida. We have state-of-the-art conference facilities
centrally located at our Fruitville Road Sarasota office.

James Rolfes
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Profile Page:
dglawyers.com/attorneys/a-james-rolfes
Contact Layne to Schedule
941.552.4602 

Gary Larsen
Certified Circuit Civil & Federal Mediator

Profile Page:
floridamediators.org/gary-larsen

Contact Carol to Schedule
941.552.4606

DICKINSON & GIBBONS, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Established 1937
Gateway Professional Center

401 N. Cattlemen Road, Suite 300
Sarasota, Florida 34232

941.366.4680

CCaallll  TToo  SScchheedduullee  YYoouurr  PPrriivvaattee  SShhoowwiinngg  
994411--992244--88334466  

wwwwww..RRoobbbbiinnssCCoommmmeerrcciiaall..ccoomm  
3733 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34239 

Serving Sarasota 
Since 1971 

DDoowwnnttoowwnn  SSaarraassoottaa  OOffffiiccee  BBuuiillddiinnggss  
IIddeeaall  ffoorr  LLeeggaall  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss  

Center Pointe 
2033 Main Street 

 
Class A Office Suites 

400 – 5,600 SqFt 
 

Adjacent to the 
Courthouse! 

         46 N Washington Blvd                      1991 Main Street 
FOR SALE OR LEASE                     500 – 10,000 SqFt 

http://dglawyers.com/attorneys/a-james-rolfes
http://floridamediators.org/gary-larsen
http://www.RobbinsCommercial.com
http://www.MallardLawFirm.com


 The Docket · January 2020 13

By BARBARA WELCH, Esq. 
Essenson Law Firm

Articles published in the first 
month of the new year usually 
focus on beginning anew, but 

the true new beginning, steeped in 
rich metaphor and ancient lore, and 
granted not by a mere calendar day 
but by the Earth’s axial tilt, is Spring.  
According to the six-seasoned 
mid-latitude ecological calendar, the 
Prevernal season occurs on February 
1, with Spring (Vernal) occurring in 
mid-March. As the season post-Hi-
bernal, Prevernal paves the way for 
the rebirth and renewal promised 
by Spring, and the chance to “Begin 
afresh,” as The Trees in Philip 
Larkin’s onomatopoeic ode seem to 
say. 

Worldwide Rites of Spring cele-
brate Nature reborn. In the West, the 
tradition involves reconnecting with 
Nature since our dualistic worldview 
insists on conceptualizing humans 
as apart from the rest of Nature. 
This Prevernal season, I invite you to 
include in your own personal Rites 
of Spring a contemplation of the 
Rights of Nature.   

Rights of Nature (“RoN”) is 
a global movement that seeks to 
protect Nature by conferring some-
thing akin to legal personhood on 
Nature, specifically on life-sustaining 
ecosystems and natural communi-
ties. Although legal personhood is 
notable both for its historical exclu-
sion of actual humans and for its 
inclusion of nonhuman, inanimate 
entities such as corporations and 
ships, conferring legal personhood 
on ecosystems and natural communi-
ties grants those entities enforceable 
rights to exist and flourish.

 The legal seeds of RoN were 
planted by Justice William Doug-
las in his dissent in Sierra Club v. 
Morton, 405 US. 727 (1972). Sierra 
Club sought to prevent Walt Disney 
World from developing a resort 
in the Mineral King Valley of the 
Sequoia National Forest because the 
necessary new highway and massive 
high voltage power lines would cut 
through the Forest. The majority 
concluded that the Sierra Club had 
no standing since it could not show 
injury to itself or its members. In 
his lengthy dissent, Justice Douglas 
stated:

The critical question of ‘standing’ 

would be simplified and also put 
neatly in focus if we fashioned 
a federal rule that allowed envi-
ronmental issues to be litigated 
before federal agencies or federal 
courts in the name of the inani-
mate object about to be despoiled, 
defaced, or invaded by roads 
and bulldozers, and where injury 
is the subject of public outrage. 
Contemporary public concern 
for protecting nature’s ecological 
equilibrium should lead to the 
conferral of standing upon envi-
ronmental objects to sue for their 
own preservation. See Stone, 
should trees have standing? -- 
toward legal rights for natu-
ral objects, 45 S.Cal.L.Rev. 450 
(1972). Id. at 741-42.
Ultimately, the Sierra Club was 

able to prevent the destruction of 
Mineral King Valley, and over the 
years, Professor Christopher Stone’s 
article cited by Justice Douglas 
gained traction. 

In contrast to environmental 
laws that regulate permissible levels 
of pollution and degrees of envi-
ronmental destruction, RoN laws 
authorize people, communities, and 
governments to defend the rights of 
ecosystems and natural communities 
to exist, persist, maintain, and regen-
erate. The RoN paradigm rejects 
the notion of Nature as a limitless 
exploitable resource by placing 
Nature’s needs before human needs 
while recognizing that collapse of 
ecosystems imperil human existence. 
This latter point is driven home by 
laws passed in several European 
nations that recognize an enforceable 
human right to a healthy environ-
ment. 

The first laws recognizing RoN 
were adopted in 2006 by munici-
palities in the United States start-

ing with the Tamaqua Borough in 
Pennsylvania.  Since then, more than 
three dozen U.S. communities have 
adopted such laws, with varying 
success.  Ecuador was the first coun-
try to recognize RoN in its consti-
tution in 2008. Bolivia enacted a 
comprehensive RoN statute in 2010. 
In 2016, a Colombian court ruled 
the Atrato River had legal person-
hood, and then in 2018, the Supreme 
Court of Colombia ruled that the 
Colombian Amazon had rights.

In an actual watershed event, 

Maori tribes and the New Zealand 
government reached a treaty 
settlement agreement in 2017 that 
resulted in a law recognizing the 
‘legal person’, Te Awa Tupua, as 
an “indivisible and living whole, 
comprising the Whanganui River 
from the mountains to the sea, incor-
porating all its physical and meta-
physical elements.”  New Zealand 
that year also granted personhood 
status to the region Te Urewara and 
to the mountain Taranaki. In 2018, 
the White Earth Band of Ojibwe 
in Minnesota codified the rights of 
manoomin, an ancestral wild rice. 
Earlier this year, voters in Toledo 
passed a “Lake Erie Bill of Rights,” 
and Uganda officially recognized 
Nature’s fundamental rights. 

Also in 2019, lawmakers in 
Sweden, working with the 
Community Environmental 

Legal Defense Fund’s (CELDF) 
International Center for the Rights 
of Nature, proposed a constitutional 
amendment to secure RoN. Closer to 
home, Orange County’s 2020 Char-
ter Review Commission is proposing 
the “Wekiva/Econlockhatchee Bill of 
Rights” with drafting help from the 
CELDF. Lee County’s environmen-
talists, also with the help of CELDF, 
plan to put the Caloosahatchee River 
Bill of Rights on the November 2020 
ballot. 

 Although the current RoN laws 
feed the false human/Nature dichot-
omy, the RoN paradigm aims to 
embrace indigenous peoples’ rela-
tionship with Nature, acknowledging 
the interdependence of all life, if not 
its indivisibility. The Whanganui law 
acknowledges the Maori’s spiritual 
reality that the tribes and the River 
are an organic whole as expressed in 
their saying: “I am the river and the 
river is me.” Perhaps reconnecting 
with Nature this Spring involves 
recognizing that humans may be just 
one mode of existence of Nature. 
In his provocative article, Professor 
Stone wondered if the earth and 
humans could not be considered a 
single organism. Perhaps life could 
be better served if conceptualized as 
a sum masquerading as parts, not 
unlike Pando, one of Earth’s largest 
and oldest single organisms which 
masquerades as a grove of individual 
quaking aspen in Utah. 

This Spring, feel the sum.

RIGHTS OF NATURE

Rights of Nature: Giving voice to natural objects

Barbara 
Welch 
Essenson Law 
Firm

http://S.Cal.L.Rev
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out to get you. A 
successful confi-
dence scheme is a 
relationship built 
on trust; so is 
undue influence. 
Psychological 
research shows 
repeatedly that 
about 95 percent 
of people think 
that they are 
better than aver-
age at judging 
someone’s trust-
worthiness.

Once the grifter or undue influ-
encer has the victim’s trust, the next 
step is to make the victim believe the 
story. The psychological principle 
is that it is human nature to want 
to believe rather than to doubt. We 
have an “absolute and total need for 
belief.” Credulity is the norm. If the 
elderly testator is told, time and time 
again, that her children don’t care 
about her and never call or visit, it 
won’t matter that the trusted care-
giver is answering their phone calls, 
making excuses about why she can’t 
come to the phone, and intercepting 
her mail.

In our law practices the victim is 
often an elderly person who needs 
the help of a relative or caregiver 
— someone ordinarily not a profes-
sional grifter. But as Konnikova 
tells us, con artists “are made 
when predisposition and opportu-
nity meet.” The undue influencer 
is known to the victim and may 
already be trusted. It’s just a matter 
of increasing that “confidential rela-
tionship.” She cites the 2012 survey 
from the Elder Investment Fraud and 
Financial Exploitation Program find-
ing that the top two risks to older 
adults were theft or money diversion 
by family members and theft by care-
givers. 

From the litigation point of view, 
the lesson to me is that in proving 
undue influence you are trying to 
undo what at that point has been 
a successful con job. As an estate 
planner or elder law practitioner, 
you may be on the ground floor of 
a confidence scheme in progress. 
Your work is cut out for you. As one 
social psychologist put it, “familiar-
ity breeds affection.” And once the 
victim likes the person doing the con 

See CON, Page 17

Attorneys can help  
Motions in Limine be 
more easily located
This won’t be too hard to imagine. You are involved 

in a lengthy civil case that has well over 500 docket 
entries. It’s a monster! Six Motions In Limine are 

pending in your case. All six have been set for hearing. 
Each of the motions were filed on 
different days and are scattered 
throughout the progress docket. 
How do you and the Court effi-
ciently locate Motions In Limine? 
Well it all begins with you. 

Previous docket articles have 
addressed the Clerk’s responsibil-
ity to maintain a progress docket 
pursuant to Florida Statute 28.211, 
for noting the filing of each plead-
ing, motion, or other paper and any 
step taken in connection with each 
action, appeal or other proceeding. 
For the purpose of this article I 
am focusing on the Clerk’s duty to 
note motions, in particular Motions 
In Limine. As you can imagine, 
this office sees a lot of variation in 
how these motions are presented. 
This office has made efforts in 
very complex cases to include the 

subject of the Motion In Limine in the progress docket. 
However, this is a laborious task that requires extensive 
reading of the motion itself to determine the subject/s 
of the motion. Not to mention, multiple subjects result 
in an awkwardly lengthy progress docket entry, which 
is no longer helpful to the Court. Therefore, the current 
approach for docketing Motions In Limine is to include 
the party status and subject matter only if included in the 
title by the filer. This approach removes the Clerk from 
making subjective judgments on what subjects to include 
in the progress docket, after all the Clerk’s duties are 
ministerial in nature. 

In order to assist the court, attorneys, and litigants 
in identifying documents within the progress docket 
the Clerk would like to suggest that Motions In Limine 
include the following:

A brief reference, in the title, to the evidence or 
conduct that the Motion In Limine seeks to address. 
Some examples are: Motion In Limine Regarding 
the Packaging of the Product and Motion In Limine 
Concerning Remedial Actions Taken by Defendant. 

When drafting the title of your Motion In Limine 
consider specifying what your party status is and includ-
ing that in the title. For example, Plaintiff’s Motion In 
Limine Regarding Bank Statements. 

As we strive for a uniform approach to progress 
docket entries, we need your assistance. If you abide by 
these suggestions the Clerk will ensure these descriptors 
are included in the progress docket description. Your 
contribution to this effort will enable all parties to effi-
ciently locate and access the documents they need.

CLERK’S C ORNERBO OK REVIEW

CLERK’S 
CORNER

Karen E. 
Rushing 
Clerk of Court 
and County 
Comptroller

Barry F. 
Spivey 
Spivey & 
Huss, P.A.

Reviewed by BARRY F. SPIVEY, 
Esq., Spivey & Huss, P.A.

Any lawyer involved in estate 
planning, elder law, guardian-
ships, or trust and estate litiga-

tion deals with undue influence and 
exploitation. A con artist is in the 
business of perpetrating a fraud, and 
the Florida Supreme Court says that 

undue influence 
is a species of 
fraud. So why 
not learn a little 
about how con 
artists operate 
to gain insight 

into why undue influence works 
to exploit others? My conclusion 
after reading this book is that the 
psychology behind the successful 
confidence scheme is much the same 
as that behind the successful undue 
influence campaign.

The author is by training a 
psychologist, and she brings that 
training to bear as a journalist and 
writer on social science topics for 
The New Yorker and other publi-
cations. She is also the author of 
Mastermind: How to Think Like 
Sherlock Holmes, a New York Times 
best-seller published in 2013.

Konnikova takes us through the 
stages of the confidence game and  
illustrates its principles with frequent 
references to studies by psychologists 
and real-life examples of schemes 
large and small that have worked 
time after time. These are fasci-
nating, and you will ask yourself, 
“How could anyone have fallen for 
that?” She assures us that at some 
point “[e]veryone will fall victim to 
a confidence artist of one stripe or 
another.” 

The success of the con rests 
on the manipulation of what the 
victim believes by establishing trust 
through the exercise of skills – 
empathy, persuasion, sympathy. “At 
a fundamental, psychological level, 
it’s all about confidence – or, rather, 
the taking advantage of somebody 
else’s.” Ah, that word, “confidence.” 
It brings to mind the first of the 
criteria for establishing a presump-
tion of undue influence in litigation: 
proving a confidential relationship 
with the deceased settlor or testator.

Psychologists know that as 
humans we are predisposed to trust 
others because most people aren’t 

The Confidence 
Game: Why 
We Fall for It…
Every Time 
Maria Konnikova

There’s one born every minute
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By JEREMY ROTH, Esq. 
Roth Legal

Solo attorneys and small firms 
are a hot topic in today’s digital 
media. Yet, with the demands 

of the practice, we often forget how 
much insight is available to us. Here 
are eleven forward thinking online 
resources to keep your firm on the 
cutting edge:

n Lawyerist (www.lawyerist.com): 
This resource touts itself as the home 
to the largest online community of 
solo and small-firm attorneys in the 
world. Highlights include a weekly 
podcast, digital marketing advice, 
and Lawyerist Lab, a data driven 
center for law firm innovation. 

n Lawyer 2 Lawyer (https://
legaltalknetwork.com/podcasts/lawyer-
2-lawyer/): Lawyer 2 Lawyer is a 
uniquely formatted podcast that 
features debates between prominent 
attorneys on current events and 
recent rulings. This resource excels 
at providing a refreshing take on 
interesting issues.

n Attorney at Work (www.
attorneyatwork.com): Law practice 
tips are at the center of Attorney at 
Work, which offers a daily email on 
a variety of topics. Other offerings 

Digital resources for solo and small firm lawyers

Jeremy Roth, 
Esq. 
Roth Legal

include a monthly column by 
prominent solos, an online magazine, 
and a robust online bookstore.

n LawSites (www.lawsitesblog.
com): LawSites is the brainchild of 
Robert Ambrogi, an attorney and 
consultant who has focused on 
legal technology for the past twenty 
years. His blog features fascinating 
interviews with leaders in legal 
mobile applications and software to 
revolutionize your practice.

n GP Solo Magazine (https://
www.americanbar.org/groups/gpsolo/
publications/gp_solo/): The flagship 
publication of the American Bar 
Association’s Solo and Small Firm 
Section remains a leading resource. 
Mindfulness, founding a law 
practice, and advertising a small 
business are among recent topics. 
The magazine also highlights other 
legal publications making waves.

n Solo Practice University (www.
solopracticeuniversity.com/blog): 
This resource is notable for offering 
courses on solo practice via podcast, 
video, and even live lectures. In 
addition, its blog addresses a 
wide range of issues from ethics 
and malpractice insurance, to 
profitability and staying motivated. 
Don’t miss the COOP page, which 

TECHNOLO GY

C OMMUNIT Y CALENDAR

Thursdays 10:00 a.m.

Food Bank – Harvest Church
https://www.allforgood.org/projects/VQq53vQy
(941) 953-3559

January 4, 2020, 9:00 a.m.
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
Turtle Beach
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bay-wise-paddle-
tour-of-blind-pass-and-little-sarasota-bay-reg-
istration-83696848527

January 10 and 11, 2020
23rd Annual Florida Haiti Benefit Auction
http://www.floridahba.com/
(941) 685-4283

January 10, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

Habitat for Humanity South Sarasota County
A Night at the Speakeasy
https://www.habitatsouthsarasota.org/events-1
(941) 493-6606

January 28, 2020, 12:00 p.m.
2020 Embracing Our Differences Annual 
Lunch
Michael’s on East
https://www.embracingourdifferences.org/
events/2020/01/28/main/2020-embrac-
ing-our-differences-annual-luncheon/
(941) 404-5710

January 30, 2020 5:30pm
Blooming Friendships — at Selby Gardens
Senior Friendship Center
(941) 556-3253

showcases a host of products for the 
solo and small firm lawyer.

n The Rainmaker Blog (www.
therainmakerblog.com): Strategic 
marketing for small and mid-size 
firms is the focus of the Rainmaker 
Institute, which boasts relationships 
with over 18,000 attorneys. Recent 
topics include boosting return on 
investment for Google pay-per-click 
ads, designing effective infographics, 
and email marketing tips.

n My Shingle (www.myshingle.
com): MyShingle has been producing 
insight into the solo and small 
firm world for over fifteen years. 
The website distinguishes itself as 
not merely a resource center, but a 
support network of entrepreneurs. 
Topics include client relations, future 
trends, and maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle.

n Small Firm Innovation (www.
smallfirminnovation.com): Clio’s 
blog focuses on profitability for the 
small firm lawyer by way of efficient 
technology. Interesting perspectives 
on law firm performance indicators, 
data security, and mobile 
accessibility are of note. 

n MyCase Blog (www.mycase.com/
blog): The MyCase blog encourages 
readers to integrate established 
business insights into law firm 
management. There is no shortage 
of data here to back conclusions on 
productivity, financial planning, and 
success on your terms.

n Law Haha (https://lawhaha.
com): Looking for a distraction after 
a long week? Law Haha offers legal 
humor ranging from strange judicial 
opinions to law school stories. 
Besides, after keeping up with the 
ten other resources listed above, you 
deserve a break.

Looking for ways to give back to the community? Check out these opportunities!

job, “most any cries of foul play will 
fall on deaf ears.”

Konnikova gives us factors to 
consider in understanding undue 
influence beyond those set out in 
In re Carpenter’s Estate, which are 
limited to circumstantial factors 
considered in establishing “active 
procurement” of a will or trust. 
Above all, there is the predisposition 
to trust and to believe the trusted 
person.

Continued from Page 15
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CLUB

Adams and Reese, LLP

Band Gates & Dramis, P.L.

Bentley & Bruning, P.A.

Berlin Patten Ebling, PLLC

Bowman, George, Scheb, Kimbrough, 
Koach & Chapman, P.A.

Boyer & Boyer, P.A.

Burgess, Harrell, Mancuso,  
Colton & La Porta, P.A.

The Byrd Law Firm, P.A.

Dickinson & Gibbons, P.A.

Dunlap & Moran, P.A.

Law Firm of James L. Essenson

Fergeson Skipper

Ferrari, Butler & Moneymaker, PLLC

Gibson, Kohl & Wolff, P.L.

Goodman McGuffey, LLP.

 Grossman Roth & Partridge

Hale Law, P.A. 

Hausburg & Ellis 

Horlick & Corbridge, P.A.

The Sarasota County Bar Association 100% Club is a special category of membership that demonstrates an 
extraordinary commitment to the legal profession and our community from law firms, law departments and legal 
organizations that enroll 100 percent of their attorneys (two or more) as members of the Sarasota County Bar 
Association. If you think your firm qualifies, email a list of your associates to scba@sarasotabar.com.

Hutton & Dominko, PLLC
Ingram & Bunecky 
Kirk-Pinkerton, P.A.

Lancaster & Eure, P.A.
Law Offices of Ira S. Wiesner, P.A.

Loftus Law
Icard, Merrill, Cullis, Timm,  

Furen & Ginsburg, P.A.
Mack Law Firm, Chartered

Maglio Christopher & Toale, P.A.
Matthews Eastmoore

Muirhead, Gaylor, Steves  
& Waskom. P.A.

Norton, Hammersley, Lopez  
& Skokos, P.A.

O’Brien & Bennett 
Shutts & Bowen LLP

Syprett, Meshad, Resnick, Lieb, 
Dumbaugh, Jones, Krotec & 

Westheimer, P.A. 
Van Winkle & Sams, P.A.

Williams Parker Harrison Dietz  
& Getzen

We recognize our 100% Club members:

mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com
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NEWS OF NOTE CLA SSIFIED ADS

EMPLOYMENT
Associate Attorney - Bradenton: Associate 
Attorney needed for established, full-service 
Bradenton law firm. Two to 5 years’ experience 
in civil litigation desired. Understanding of 
community association law a plus. Willingness 
to learn probate matters also a plus. Compet-
itive salary, commensurate with experience. 
Please send resume and cover letter to Hiring 
Partner: Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & Hawk, 
PA, 1205 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 
34205 or email to sherryf@phkhlaw.com
Part-Time Administrative Assistant - Venice: 
Long standing small boutique law firm lo-
cated in Venice, Florida specializing in estate 
planning, probate and trust administration, 
Medicaid planning, and special needs planning 
is seeking a part time administrative assistant. 
Position may develop into full time employ-
ment. Duties will include all receptionist type 
duties, paralegal duties such as document 
preparation and executions, assisting in 
probate and trust administration, Medicaid 
applications, scheduling appointments, follow 
up with clients. Good interpersonal skills and 
computer skills necessary. Submit resume to: 
matt@hrlaw1314.com
Litigation Attorney – Bradenton: Grimes 
Goebel Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano, 
P.L. (“AV” rated law firm) is seeking an expe-
rienced litigation attorney. Candidates should 
have excellent research and writing skills, 
along with practical case management expe-
rience including attending hearings and con-
ducting depositions. Candidates should also 
be proficient at Microsoft Office, Westlaw, and 
billing software. Competitive salary with ben-
efits based on experience. Candidates should 
submit a cover letter, resume, writing sample, 
and salary history to jdanziger@grimesgoebel.
com. Communications will remain confidential. 
We are not accepting third-party/recruiter 
submissions.

OFFICE SPACE
Office Space – Downtown Sarasota: Executive 
Suites off of Fruitville Road in Downtown SRQ 
available for immediate move in. We have 
multiple spaces available to fit your needs. 
Rental rates start at $400 per month and 
include utilities, kitchen, unlimited use of two 
conference rooms, video conference equip-
ment, copy room, phone system, and cleaning. 
Please call Rebecca Curry at 365-2296 for 
more information.
Share Office Space – Downtown Sarasota: 
Looking for an attorney with a compatible 
practice to share office space in the Northern 
Trust Building in downtown Sarasota, or for an 
associate/partner in Wills, Trusts, and Estates 
to join established AV rated practice. Call Da-
vid Silberstein, Esq., 941-953-4400 for more 
details. All inquiries confidential.
Two Professional Offices - Port Charlotte: 
Two professional offices in free-standing 3,000 
sq. ft. building for rent in Murdock Profession-
al Center in Port Charlotte, FL. Unit A offers 
1,914 sq. ft. with 3 offices, 2 conference rooms 
(small & large), reception area, large work 
area, file room, 2 bathrooms and kitchen. Unit 
B offers 1,086 sq. ft. with 3 offices, conference 
room, secretarial/reception area, private bath-
room and kitchen. This building is very conve-
nient to Punta Gorda, North Port, Englewood, 
Venice and Desoto County. Has ample parking 
and just 15 minutes to I-75. $15/sq. ft. no 
CAM. Contact Glenn Seigel at 941-255-1235 
or cell at 941-356-6569 for more information.

n Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP 
lawyer Erin Hope Christy has been 
selected as the Vice Chair of the 
Realtor Attorney Joint Committee 
for the Realtor Association of Sara-
sota and Manatee. Erin will serve a 
two-year term starting in 2020.

n Sarasota attorney Kenneth M. 
Poole Jr., a partner with the law 
firm of Syprett Meshad, has been 
awarded an AV Preeminent rating by 
the Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review 
Ratings.

n In October, Attorney John D. 
Dumbaugh, board-certified by the 
Florida Bar for 29 consecutive years 
in the field of real estate law, marked 
his 45th anniversary of Florida Bar 
membership and as part of the law 
firm of Syprett Meshad. Dumbaugh 
joined Syprett Meshad in 1974 and 
was named partner in 1984.   

n Icard Merrill has been named to 
the list of 2020 “Best Law Firms” 
by U.S. News & World Report and 
Best Lawyers. Firms included in the 
tenth edition of “Best Law Firms” 
are recognized for professional excel-
lence with consistently impressive 
ratings from clients and peers.

n Sarasota attorney Ben Sorrell, an 
associate with the law firm of Syprett 
Meshad, has been appointed to the 
Realtor-Attorney Joint Committee 
of the Realtor Association of Sara-
sota and Manatee (RASM). Sorrell’s 
two-year term with the committee 
began Jan. 1.

n Williams Parker is pleased to 
announce its president, Ric Grego-
ria, a board certified expert in wills, 
trusts, and estates, has been named 
a 26th Edition “Lawyer of the 
Year” by Best Lawyers in America 
for his work in trusts and estates 
in Sarasota. The “Lawyer of the 
Year” designation is awarded to one 
lawyer in a specific practice area and 
location. Eight additional Williams 
Parker attorneys were also named to 
Best Lawyers in America, including 
Charles D. Bailey, Jr. (Land Use and 
Zoning), John T. Berteau (Trusts and 
Estates), Michele B. Grimes (Real 
Estate Law), J. Michael Hartens-
tine (Real Estate Law), Patrick W. 
Ryskamp (Real Estate Law), William 
M. Seider (Real Estate Law), James 
L. Turner (Real Estate Law and 
Trusts and Estates), and E. John 
Wagner, II (Tax Law). The firm was 

also named to The U.S. News – Best 
Lawyers “Best Law Firms” rankings 
for 2020. 

n Sarasota attorney Amanda King, 
a partner with Syprett Meshad, 
has been certified by the Flor-
ida Supreme Court as a Family 
Mediator and by The Florida Bar 
Family Law Section to serve on its 
Children’s Issues Committee. The 
Committee works closely with the 
Family Law Section’s Executive 
Council and Legislative Commit-
tee to ensure that children’s best 
interests are protected as a primary 
concern in all areas of family law 
throughout Florida.

n Shutts & Bowen is pleased to 
announce that its efforts to promote 
female leadership have been recog-
nized by the Diversity & Flexi-
bility Alliance with their annual 
Tipping the Scales Award. The 
award recognizes law firms whose 
new partner classes comprise at 
least 50 percent women. Sarasota 
partner Charla Burchett has driven 
growth for the Sarasota office in 
2019, with her selection as one of 
Sarasota Magazine’s 2019 Women 
of Influence, her appointment to the 
Pines of Sarasota Foundation Board 
of Trustees, her re-certification as a 
Board Specialist by The Florida Bar 
and her recent involvement with 
Impact 100 SRQ in their distribu-
tion of over $200,000 in grants. 

Wanted:  
News items
Have you or a 
member of your 
firm achieved 
professional 
recognition? 
Have you hired 
a new attorney? 
Any other news 
of note? If so, we 
would like to hear 
about it. Email 
your “News of 
Note” items to 
scba@ 
sarasotabar.com.

In 
Memoriam

E.G. “Dan” 
Boone

1927–2019

· · ·

 Joseph 
Cardozo

1936–2019

· · ·

William 
Muirhead

1934–2019

· · ·

Alexander 
Paderewski
1950–2019

Continued from Page 3

THINK
this educational and interactive 
program explores the associations 
and judgments that unconsciously 
affect our social behavior and deci-
sion-making. The program will 
help participants identify, explore 
and better understand the associa-
tions which develop over the course 
of a lifetime through exposure to 
direct and indirect messaging and 
examine what we don’t think we 
are thinking when we are thinking. 
This eye-opening program will be 
followed by a cocktail reception atop 
Embassy Suites Rooftop Pool where 
attendees will have the opportunity 
to network.

Space is limited and it is expected 
the tickets will sell out. So make sure 
to get yours early: For tickets, visit 
https://whatwethink.eventbrite.com

mailto:mailto:sherryf@phkhlaw.com
mailto:mailto:matt@hrlaw1314.com
https://whatwethink.eventbrite.com/
http://sarasotabar.com
https://whatwethink.eventbrite.com
mailto:sherryf@phkhlaw.com
mailto:matt@hrlaw1314.com


LEADERSHIP:
A MIND SET FOR

LAWYERS
Thursday, January 30, 2020

Sarasota Yacht Club

11:30 - 1:00 PM

$31.00/person

S C B A  G E N E R A L
M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G

 

Anthony Schembri
 

 
 

Register online at www.sarasotabar.com 
Reservations must be received by: Monday, January 27, 2020

Anthony Schembri is a former New York corrections
commissioner and police commissioner who led
organizations of 21,000 and was nominated for

$100,000 award for Innovations in Government at
Harvard. He is the author of Florida Criminal Law and

Leadership for the Soul: Thank God it's Monday. Mr.
Schembri resides in Venice and has over 40 years of

teaching experience on leadership.

CLE APPROVAL PENDING 

http://www.sarasotabar.com


CIVIL TRIAL SECTION MEETING
Wednesday, January 22, 2020

Register online:  www.sarasotabar.com
or contact us at:  scba@sarasotabar.com

Deadline for reservations: Wednesday, January 15, 2020
"No Shows" and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.

"An Update on Attorneys' Fees in Florida"

Join John Towne, Esq. as he covers a range of topics relating to
attorneys' fees including requirements for fee shifting under contracts

and statutes, reciprocal provisions, pleading rules and procedures,
offers of judgement, sanctions and multipliers.

CLE Approval Pending

Sponsored by:

Sarasota Yacht Club
1100 John Ringling Blvd

11:45 Doors Open
12:00 Lunch/Program

$31/ person

Joseph B. Towne, B.C.S. Attorney
Garganese, Weiss, D'Agresta & Salzman, P.A.

http://www.sarasotabar.com
mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com


This course will examine Chapter 712 of the Florida
Statues, the Marketable Record Title Act. (MRTA) 

MRTA is a powerful tool that is often used to
eliminate unused easements, restrictive covenants,

and other stale title issues.

Real Property Section Meeting
Sarasota Yacht Club
Thursday, January 23, 2020
12:00 - 1:00 pm
$31/Person

Register online: www.sarasotabar.com
or contact us at: scba@sarasotabar.com

CLE Approval Pending

Guest Presenter: Amber Ashton, Esq.
Florida State Counsel

MRTA and Mineral Rights

Sponsored By:

http://www.sarasotabar.com
mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com


Guardianship Case Law and
Legis lat ive  Update

 

Register online at www.sarasotabar.com 
Reservations must be received by Friday, January 24, 2020

 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of our Section Sponsors

Estate Planning & Probate & Elder Law 
Joint Meeting

Stacy Rubel, Esq.
The Virgil Law Firm.

Guest speaker Stacy Rubel, Esq. will discuss
recent decisions from Florida's Appellate

Courts and the Florida Supreme Court dealing
with Guardianship matters. Recent and
proposed legislative changes relating to

Guardianship issues will also be covered.

Wednesday, January 29, 2020
Sarasota Yacht Club

12:00-1:00 pm

CLE PENDING APPROVAL

http://www.sarasotabar.com


 Business Law Section Presents

How to Assist Hackers and
Identify Thieves - Part I

Harold McFarland, Esq.
McFarland & Associates, Inc.

Law firms are a top target for hackers. This
presentation focuses on computer and internet-
related security and safety issues, with special

emphasis on how hackers use various
techniques to quickly compromise your system.

Reservations must be received by: Tuesday, February 4, 2020
Visit www.sarasotabar.com or contact us at scba@sarasotabar.com

Tuesday, February 11, 2020
Sarasota Yacht Club

 
11:45 | Registration

12:00 | Lunch/Program
$31.00/ person

 
CLE APPROVED

http://www.sarasotabar.com
mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com


Thursday, February 13, 2020
Embassy Suites Hilton Sarasota

12:00 - 1:00 pm
$32.50/person

Reservations must be received by: February 6, 2020
Visit www.sarasotabar.com or contact us at scba@sarasotabar.com

A survey of alimony law in Florida,

including a brief history and present

state of alimony, and what impacts

the proposed legislation will have on

the family law practitioner. 

Mark A. Sessums, Esq.

Sessums Law GroupCLE APPROVAL PENDING

Family Law Section 
presents

 

Sponsored by:

A L I M O N Y

P a s t ,  P r e s e n t  a n d  F u t u r e

http://www.sarasotabar.com
mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com


10th Annual  

Sporting Clays Event 
 

Hosted by the South County Division 
 

Registration includes: 

BBQ lunch, shotgun rental, 50 clay targets, (2) boxes of ammunition (25 shells each of 12 or 20 gauge), safety 
orientation 

Who can attend:  

Spouses and guests are welcome.  The more the merrier!  

What you should bring: 

1. If you have a shotgun that you feel comfortable shooting please feel free to bring it (no assault shotguns or 
 pistol grips please).   

2. Eye protection (sun glasses will work), ear protection (disposable ear plugs will be provided).                          
 All shooters are required to have eye and ear protection while on the range.  

3. If you have your own ammunition feel free to bring it, but only target ammo, 2 3/4" rounds with lead shot sizes  7 
 to 9 are permissible.  2 boxes of ammunition of 25 shells each (12 ga or 20 ga) are included and will be given to 
 you when you register.  

4. After sporting clays, if you would like to continue shooting you will be able to purchase more clay targets from the 
Club for $6.00 per round of 25 for trap, skeet and 5 stand fields.  

5.   For sporting clays there will be four shooters to a golf cart and carts and beginning shooting stations will be assigned.  If    
 you would like to shoot with certain folks, please list their names and include their payment with  yours, if convenient. 

For additional information or special arrangements, please contact event Chair Skip Berg at (941) 493-0871 or 
skip@bergandkessler.com    

  SPACE IS LIMITED TO 112 SHOOTERS, SO REGISTER TODAY! 

   _______ Lunch only $15.00                _______ Lunch and sporting clays $65.00  

Primary Contact Name:__________________________________      Phone: ______________________________  

First Shooter Name:______________________________________   Email:_______________________________  

Second Shooter Name:_____________________________________ Email:_______________________________  

Third Shooter Name:_____________________________________    Email:_______________________________  

Fourth Shooter Name:_____________________________________  Email:_______________________________  

□   If you are a beginner and would like to shoot with an instructor, please check the box. 

□   Loaner 20 GA shotgun requested □   Loaner 12 GA shotgun requested 

 

Register online at sarasotabar.com or call the SCBA office at 941-861-8180 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS: Monday, February 24, 2020                                 
       

Please make checks payable to the SCBA and mail to: P.O. Box 507, Sarasota, FL, 34230  

Sarasota Gun Club  

3445 Rustic Road, Nokomis 

SPONSORED BY:  

Friday, March 6, 2020 

Lunch and registration at 11:30 a.m. 

Instruction and shooting starts at 1:00 p.m. 

mailto:skip@bergandkessler.com
http://sarasotabar.com

