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M E E T I N G N OT I C E

Cason to be sworn in as 71st Bar Assn. President

S

CBA members and their guests
are invited to attend the Installation Dinner and Awards
Ceremony to be held on Thursday,
September 20, at Michael’s on East.
This special evening is one of our
largest and most well-attended
events. Join us as Nancy E. Cason
is sworn in as the 71st President,
along with the 2018–19 Officers and
Directors of the Sarasota County Bar
Association and the Young Lawyers
Division. Annual Awards will also be
presented.
Keynote speaker Michelle
Suskauer, President, The Florida
Bar will provide attendees with an
Update from the Florida Bar.
The social hour will begin at
5:30 p.m., followed by dinner and
the program at 6:30 p.m. Please see
enclosed registration flyer, or register
online at www.sarasotabar.com.

The Installation
Dinner and
Awards Ceremony to be held
on Thursday,
September 20, at
Michael’s on East

2018-2019 SCBA Officers
Nancy E. Cason, President
W. Andrew Clayton, Jr., President-Elect
Mark A. Haskins, Treasurer/Secretary
W.E. “Chip” Gaylor, Immediate Past
President

Board of Directors

Nancy E. Cason

L E N D I N G L I B R A RY

2018 Survey of
Florida Law available
now for checkout

A

lways a popular CD, the 2018
Survey of Florida Law is now
available for checkout at the
SCBA Lending Library.
Approved for 13.5 General/1.0
Ethics/3.0 Technology/0.5 Mental
Illness/0.5 Substance Abuse and
including Certification Credits,
the course includes the following
tracks: Business Litigation, Civil
Trial, Elder Law, Health Law, Labor
and Employment Law, Marital
and Family Law, State/Federal
Government & Administrative
Practice, Tax Law, and Workers’
Compensation.
To reserve the CD, email your
request to the Bar Association
office at scba@sarasotabar.com.

Jeanne M. Bennett
Hagen P. Brody
Stacy Dillard-Spahn
Jason Gaskill
Jennifer L. Grosso
Dana B. Keane
Amanda Kison
Jonathan P. Whitney
Erin A. Itts, YLD President
Susan Hines, SCD President

S C BA N E W S

Letter from the new Docket Editor
By PATRICK S. McARDLE, Esq.
Grossman Roth and Partridge

D

ear Readers,
If you have lived in the 12th
Judicial Circuit for any length
of time, you know our seasons are
special. While most of America has
four, we have two: hurricane and
tourist. We battle the heat in the
former and the traffic in the latter.
But all year, the people of our Circuit
have a home that is getting bigger
and better.
In sync with the Circuit, the
SCBA keeps growing and improving
year after year. With this growth,
the SCBA also has seasons. With the
new bar year, we pass the torch from
one group of leaders to the next.
These leaders, no matter the
season, are always giving. So as
we transition to our new year, it
is important to be grateful for the
past and excited about the future.

Patrick S.
McArdle, Esq.
Grossman
Roth and
Partridge

I know we are all thankful for the
service of our past presidents, W.E.
Chip Gaylor (SCBA), Daniel Policastro (South County), and Erin H.
Christy (YLD), as well as past board
members, committee chairs, and
committee members. I also know we
are extremely excited for our incoming presidents Nancy Cason (SCBA),
Susan H. Hines (South County), and
Erin A. Itts (YLD), as well as new
board members, committee chairs,
and committee members, who
continue to give their time and talent
to our legal community.
As we move into the 2018–2019
year, I will be taking on the role of
The Docket’s Editor. I am grateful for the people who made The
Docket so superb last year.
First, past Docket Editor Dan
Tullidge went above and beyond to
continue this publication’s success at
article collection and digital publicaSee DOCKET, Page 16
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Don’t just take
our word for it.

S C BA N E W S

SCBA Members: It’s all about you!

S

eptember 20 will be a historic
day for me, as it will mark what
I consider the most significant
and meaningful professional achievement of my lifetime: being officially
sworn in as YOUR President. I made
service to the SCBA a cornerstone
of my career on the very first day I
started practicing law. I joined the
YLD Board just months after being
admitted to practice, and, 10 years
ago this month, I was sworn in as
your YLD President. Please know
that leading our SCBA, and being
an ambassador for the SCBA in our
community, my beloved hometown,
is a role I am so very excited to take
on, and one I have been preparing
for now for over 15 years. Every
President has a “theme” of sorts that
they attribute to their Presidency. My
theme this year is: “SCBA Members:
It’s all about YOU!” Our organization is nothing without a strong,
dedicated, and happy membership.
To guide us in our success, your
SCBA Board Leadership team will
develop and implement an official
Long Range Plan to guide us in
setting, achieving, and measuring
the success of our new goals. We
will try new things. If they don’t
work out, that is OK, we will try
something else. We will continue to
work closely with all of the Sections,
Divisions, and Committees, and
the Judiciary to give our Members
what they really want and need
at this time. We will continue our
dedication to advancing initiatives
that focus on diversity and inclusion.
I am honored to have Florida Bar
President Michelle Suskauer as the
Keynote Speaker at the September
20 Installation Dinner to inform us
of all of the exciting initiatives being
implemented by The Florida Bar.
And I, as your President, am
nothing without our All-Star Board
of Directors, which I am so fortunate
to have on my team. Chip Gaylor,
it was a pleasure to be your “Bar
Wife” this year and don’t even think
you are going to leave me now! I
look forward to you being by my
side this year to implement the goals
developed under your exceptional
leadership. Drew Clayton, my President-Elect, and Mark Haskins (a/k/a
“the money guy”) will spearhead our
Finance Committee’s development
of much-needed written financial
policies that will guide the SCBA for

SCBA
PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN

Nancy
Cason, Esq.
Syprett
Meshad Law
Firm

years to come. Our beloved SCBA
Governance Queen, Stacy DillardSpahn, has dedicated the past few
years to working tirelessly with the
Board to develop and implement
necessary internal organizational
governance policies and procedures
that will be finalized this year.
Membership Chair Jen Grosso is
spearheading a Membership Benefits
drive targeted at providing meaningful local Membership Benefits that
you can actually use in your day-today life. She is also, for the first time
since 2002, bringing back the Barristers’ Ball, a longtime favorite event
that will be held in May and feature
a Kentucky Derby theme that will be
fun for all ages. Jason Gaskill will
remain the SCBA go-to for the SCBA
website development and communications with our Membership.
Board Members Dana Keane,
Jonathan P. Whitney, and Hagen
Brody through their various
Committees will explore the ways
to enhance your Membership
experience with technology,
providing quality and relevant
topics for CLEs, developing and
maintaining creative and relevant
Program initiatives, and, of course,
to do all of this while still having
plenty of opportunities for fun social
events that bring our membership

together. I would like to thank
Allison Archbold for her years of
dedicated service on our Board.
Although she will be missed as a
Board Member, she has agreed to
Co-Chair the SCBA’s Health and
Wellness Committee.
Our YLD, led by President Erin
Itts, and our South County Division,
led by President Susan Hines, have
exciting plans and visions that their
Boards will be implementing this
year. I am thrilled to welcome new
Board Members Amanda Kison and
Jeanne Bennett to our Board. Their
enthusiasm to be a part of the Board
and excitement to serve is inspiring,
and I look forward to working with
my new Board members. Holly Lipps,
you are the most amazing All-Star in
Chief. No words can truly express
how very lucky we are to have such
an outstanding Executive Director to
guide us through this unprecedented
time in the legal profession.
The opportunity to give back to
an organization that has given so
much to me is the greatest honor,
which I am humbled to accept. I am
so excited for all that the SCBA has
to offer our Members this year. I
sincerely look forward to the pleasure of serving as your President.
This is going to be a great year, I
promise!

MEMBERSHIP

Welcome, new members!
T

he following represents each new member’s name, law school, year of
admission to The Florida Bar, and law firm association.

Alyssa Acquaviva: Stetson University; 2018; Williams Parker
Mara Brown: Western Michigan University; 2016; Gulfcoast Legal

Services, Inc.

John Getty: Emory University; 2018; Williams Parker
Ashley Hodson: Stetson University; 2009; Shutts & Bowen LLP
Scott Kalish: Florida State University; 2015; Lobeck & Hanson, P.A.
Michael Leetzow: American University; 1992; Michael L. Leetzow, P.A.
Declan Mahoney: University of Miami; 2012; Fergeson Skipper, P.A.
Bianca Manos: University of Florida; 2017; Banker Lopez Gassler P.A.
Brittany Maxey-Fisher: Stetson University; 2007; Maxey-Fisher, PLLC
David Sales: University of Chicago; 1989; David J. Sales, P.A.
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Changing Lives,
Saving Families

IANBLACK

REAL E S T A T E
THE PLACE FOR SPACE

A trusted resource
for commercial real estate

Exciting Sarasota Office Buildings
Suitable for Legal Professionals

• 28-Day & Long Term Residen�al
Jail Diversion Programs
• DUI & Drug Court Services

BOLD Building Ground Floor

New BOLD Lofts Office Suite

Live Oak Corporate Center I

Sarasota Commerce Center

• Involuntary Detox Through
Marchman Act
• Addi�onal Residen�al &
Outpa�ent Services
• Medica�on Assisted Treatment
941-366-5333 • www.fsos.org

Mediation
“outside the box”

T

he mark of a an effective
mediator is the ability to
find solutions to a dispute that
the parties have not explored.
Norman Vaughan-Birch has
put that philosophy to work in
40 years of resolving the most
complex disputes as a trial
attorney and mediator. Put
his experience and expertise
to use the next time you need a mediator. You
will find that effective mediation
can be cost-effective, too.

Norman
Vaughan-Birch

· Florida Supreme Court-certified mediator
· Florida Bar Board-certified in civil trial and
business litigation
MediationOutsideTheBox.com · 941-364-2405
240 s. pineapple ave., 6th floor, sarasota fl 34236

Contact us for more information!
IAN BLACK REAL ESTATE
1 S School Ave., Suite 600, Sarasota FL 34237

941.906.8688

www.ian-black.com

YO U N G L AW Y E R S D I V I S I O N

The Sarasota County YLD — EXPOSED!!

I

am both thrilled and honored to
be serving as the President of the
Young Lawyers Division of the
Sarasota County Bar Association
for the 2018–2019 Bar year. We are
coming off of a year where the organization was committed to honoring
those who came before us and recognizing that we are stronger as a legal
community today because we stand
on the shoulders of giants. This year
the YLD will strive to meet the needs
and goals of our membership.
Too often we lose sight of what
an organization is really all about,
so I took a few minutes to reflect on
the YLD’s mission, which is “to integrate young lawyers into the legal
profession by stimulating their interest in bar association activities, social
and education programs, public
service projects and providing young
lawyers with a voice in the state and
local bar associations.” The mission
seems so simple and so purposeful,
but the difficult part is knowing how
to deliver to you, our membership.
To each of you who participated
in last month’s membership survey,
a heartfelt thank-you. The Board
has received the responses, and
we are working hard to create a
bar calendar that delivers to you
the events and activities that the
survey revealed are preferred by the
membership. My bar year is dedicated to you, the members, and what
we can do for you to ensure that the
YLD is meeting its stated mission.
In addition to steadfastly serving
our organization, we also want to be
accessible to each of you. We want
our members to feel welcomed at
events, because we truly are appreciative that you want to attend and
be active in our local bar association.
To that end, allow me to introduce
each of our Board members; check
out our photos, read some information and fun facts about each of us,
so that way when you see us at an
event, at the Courthouse, or in line
at the grocery store, you can feel
comfortable striking up a conversation with any of us.
I am Erin Itts and I am a solo
practitioner in Venice, where I practice primarily in the area of family
law, though I do dabble in estate
planning and probate administration as well. I am a northeast Ohio
girl, I love the Cleveland Indians
and cartoons, and my favorite meal

YLD
PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN

Erin Itts, Esq.
Itts Law, LLC

is salad with bread. Even though I
went to Florida State for undergrad,
because I knew that I was more
likely to go out at night to Poor
Paul’s or Bullwinkle’s than study
appropriately, I left Tallahassee and
ventured back to Ohio, this time to
Columbus, for law school. I love
being busy, spending time with my
kiddos and family, and am truly
astounded by the talented people
who I have surrounding me on the
YLD Board of Directors this year.
Brian Goodrich is my righthand
man this year as he is President-Elect
of the division. Brian practices
commercial and
real estate litigation at Bentley
and Bruning.
Brian is a University of Florida
grad for both his
undergraduate
and law studies.
His favorite
Brian Goodrich
activity is to play
basketball, which
he tries to do a least once a week.
Brian’s favorite color is cerulean
blue, yes, you read that right, not
just blue, cerulean blue, his favorite
television show is Seinfeld, and he
met his wife while hunting down
LSAT supplies. If Brian’s legal career
does not work out, he can always
become a scrivener, because Brian
has highly legible handwriting.
Sara Castro practices in the areas
of civil litigation, business transactions, personal injury, and mass tort
at the Farr Law
Firm, and she is
Secretary of the
division this year.
Sara was born in
Newport, Isle of
Wight, England
(no, she does not
have the accent)
and as part of
Sara Castro
her favorite vacation ever, she and
her husband traveled to Isle of Wight
and London, where they found that
contrary to popular belief, English
food actually is tasty. If someone
were to write a book about Sara, it
would simply be called “The Woman
With Too Many Pets,” likely because
she has three dogs, two cats, and
a slew of chickens and ducks. Sara
loves superhero movies and shows,

so if you catch her on Halloween she
will likely be dressed up as one of
her favorite superheroes.
Rob Young, while new to the leadership of the division as our Treasurer, has been serving in a Director
capacity for
years. Rob practices in the area
of family law at
Band, Gates &
Dramis and is an
active Guardian
Ad Litem. Rob’s
favorite sport to
play is football
Rob Young
and if he had a
superpower it
would be teleportation, which means
that he would probably teleport to
Denver to watch his favorite football
team, the Denver Broncos. Rob’s
favorite color is orange and he is
easily identified by his signature
orange-framed glasses. Warning, you
do not want to get between him and
a plate of Carolina BBQ, because
you may lose a finger.
Erin Christy, our Immediate Past
President, is the woman to whom I
cannot express enough gratitude and
appreciation for
her fine leadership and tutelage
during her presidential bar year.
Erin is a Sarasota
native who practices real estate
and land use with
Williams Parker
Erin Christy
Harrison Dietz
& Getzen. Erin
attended Florida State University
for law school and undergrad, she
played on FSU’s drumline and the
Seminoles are her favorite college
sports team. Go Noles! Erin is
devoted to her two French bulldogs,
Tellulah and Tatum, and you don’t
want to mess with her, because
not only is she a brown belt in
karate, but she is also trained to use
nunchucks. Erin is ending her presidency just in time to welcome her
first child, who is due in September,
and we could not be more excited
for Erin and Doug as they enter into
parenthood with their baby girl.
Fletcher Rush is the division’s
South County representative, and he
practices with Farr Law Firm in the
See YLD, Page 14
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www.sarasotalitigator.com

SARASOTA | PUNTA GORDA
BRADENTON | TALLAHASSEE
941-951-1800 | www.lbtlaw.com

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS

We Can Help If ...

Your client has suffered injury or death due
to a construction related accident.
REFERRALS & ASSOCIATIONS ARE WELCOME

“Over 300 years of combined Legal Experience”

SOUTH COUNTY DIVISION

Big plans ahead for South County Division

G

reetings from South County!
I hope that everyone has been
enjoying the summer months
and has been able to create some
great memories and experience
new adventures with family and
friends — or even alone! It seems
that the past golden days of leisurely
summers, with slower paced days in
the office, have gone by the wayside.
While we may be able to more easily
find a parking space at one of our
beautiful beaches, or secure a table
at our favorite local restaurants, the
busyness of season has slowly crept
into the once more carefree days of
summer. I keep reminding myself
that this is even more reason to make
sure you are setting aside time during
your work week to focus on the
people, organizations, and activities
that are most important to you. As
they say, “Time is precious. Waste it
wisely.”
As we move into the 2018–2019
year, our division members owe a
debt of gratitude to our immediate
past President Dan Policastro. Thank
you, Dan, for the time and energy
you gave to make this past year so
productive! A big thank-you also to
Steve Boone, who will be rolling off
our board this year. The time and
dedication you have both given to
the Bar Association will have ripple
effects for many years to come.
In the midst of enjoying glorious
summer days, our South County
Division Board met to start
planning for another busy year
ahead. Remaining at the top of the
agenda is our continued focus on
securing a new courthouse facility
in South County. We continue to
work with Sarasota County staff to
move the new courthouse closer to
reality, and we are confident that a
groundbreaking ceremony will be in
the plans soon. We have appreciated
the countywide support, as it is
universally recognized that we need
a full-service, secure courthouse
facility here in South County, to
accommodate the ever-increasing
needs of our growing community.

W

e look forward to another year
of connecting with members
of the Bar Association from
across the county and are planning
a variety of events that we hope
you will attend. Our South County
Division Kick-Off and Installation

SOUTH COUNTY
PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN

Susan H.
Hines, Esq.
Sabal Trust
Company

Dinner is scheduled for Wednesday, September
12, starting at
5:30 p.m. at the
Mission Valley
Golf and Country Club. The
keynote speaker
for the evening
will be the
Honorable Lisa
Carlton, who
will educate us
on the Constitution Revision
Commission —
perfect timing to
be prepared for
the upcoming
November elections! We will
also be receiving
updates on the
progress of the
South County
Courthouse from
Beth Waskom,
Esq., who

continues to lead
the charge for us,
and an overview
of hot topics
affecting Sarasota County from the
Honorable Charles Hines, Sarasota
County Commissioner. Special
thanks to Sabal Trust Company for
sponsoring the festivities.
Some other “Save the Date”
worthy events planned for this
fall include our YLD Member
Recruitment Happy Hour scheduled
for Thursday, October 18. The event
will be hosted by Pinkerton Private
Wealth in their newly finished
headquarters on Venice Avenue. We
would encourage all young attorneys
to plan to attend and “mix and
mingle” with their peers.
Thanks to the hard work of Skip
Berg, Esq., the fall wouldn’t be
the same without the now famous
South County Train Depot Social.
This event is typically a sell-out,
so mark your calendars now and
plan to head to the Venice Historic
Train Depot at 5:30 p.m. on Friday,
November 2. Remember that
members are welcome to bring their
friends and family to this event. It
is a wonderful, fun way to spend
a beautiful fall evening! It is not
uncommon to see groups of old and

new friends continue the evening
together over dinner in the Historic
Downtown Venice area.
Wrapping up our fall and early
winter event calendar will be our
“Make A Difference Day” activities (more details to come) and
our always appreciated Holiday
Luncheon for the South County
Courthouse Staff. Supporting and
attending this event provides the
perfect opportunity for you to
express your appreciation for everyone who helps run the courthouse
throughout the year. This year’s
Holiday Luncheon will be held in the
Robert L. Anderson Administration
Center on Friday, December 14,
beginning at 11:30 a.m.

T

hank you for your continued
support of the South County
Division. Enjoy these last few
weeks of summertime, and we will
look forward to seeing you at our
Kick-off Dinner on September 12.
I will keep you in suspense on our
plans so far for 2019, but promise
even more fun and informative
events to come!
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Serving Sarasota
Since 1971
Downtown Sarasota Office Buildings
Ideal for Legal Professionals
Center Pointe

MEDIATION
JAMES ROLFES & GARY LARSEN
BOARD CERTIFIED TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Let our 70+ years of Litigation Experience work for you.
We are available to mediate in all areas of civil litigation throughout
Southwest Florida. We have state-of-the-art conference facilities
centrally located at our Fruitville Road Sarasota office.

2033 Main Street
Class A Office Suites
400 – 5,600 SqFt
Adjacent to the
Courthouse!

Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Profile Page:
dglawyers.com/attorneys/a-james-rolfes
Contact Layne to Schedule
941.552.4602

46 N Washington Blvd

1991 Main Street

FOR SALE OR LEASE

500 – 10,000 SqFt

Gary Larsen

James Rolfes

Certified Circuit Civil & Federal Mediator
Profile Page:
floridamediators.org/gary-larsen
Contact Carol to Schedule
941.552.4606

DICKINSON & GIBBONS, P.A.

Call To Schedule Your Private Showing

941-924-8346

www.RobbinsCommercial.com

3733 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34239

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Established 1937
Gateway Professional Center
401 N. Cattlemen Road, Suite 300
Sarasota, Florida 34232
941.366.4680

Can the law firm you refer your Personal injury
Cases to answer yes to these 10 questions?
1. Does the attorney try cases several times each year?
2. Does the attorney have the ability to show you recent trial results?
3. Does the attorney have over 20 years of experience working for the
insurance companies so that they have gained an insight into how to
oppose and/or sue the insurance companies?
4. Is the attorney Board Certified in Civil Trial Law?
5. Is the attorney AV rated by Martindale Hubbell?
6. Does the attorney have the financial strength to take on significant
injury cases?
7. Is the attorney located in the 12th judicial circuit?
8. Will the attorney pay you a referral fee in accordance with the rules
regulating the Florida Bar on every case no matter how big or small?*
9. Is the attorney available to speak with you at any point during the
referral to give you status updates as you request?
10. Is the attorney willing to take on challenging cases that other law
firms or attorneys may not be willing to handle or would turn down
due to the amount of work involved?

refer your Cases to the mallard law firm, beCause
our answer to these 10 questions is yes.

damian mallard, esq.
Mallard Law Firm, P.A.
889 North Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, Florida 34236
(P) 941-952-1682
www.MallardLawFirm.com
*Rules regulating the Florida Bar permit a 25% referral fee
without any involvement of the referral attorney other than
making the introduction to the client. Any additional fees
require court approval and involvement of the referring
attorney in the handling of the personal injury matter.

H E A LT H & W E L L N E S S

An interview with Rudy Vazmina, champion swimmer
By PATRICK S. McARDLE, Esq.
Grossman Roth & Partridge

S

ometimes, one of our SCBA
members stands out in an
extraordinary way beyond
the law. Rudy Vazmina, Esq., is a
member who exemplifies physical
health and wellness in our community.
Rudy has been a swimmer since
his youth in Youngstown, Ohio. In
college, he rose to achieve All-American honors at Ashland College (now
University) in Ohio. But while many
lawyers have difficulty staying in
shape, Rudy still competes at an elite
level.
In 2015, Rudy crushed the
competition in every event he swam
in at the Florida Senior Games in
the 65–69 age group, to the point
that he was named 2015 Athlete of
the Year. He won six gold medals in
2015, setting records in the 50, 100,
and 200 breaststroke, and the 100
butterfly. In 2016, he continued his
success with four gold, one silver,
and one bronze medal.
With no sign of him slowing
down, The Docket sat down for an
interview with Rudy.
Q: I think one of the big questions
lawyers will have when they hear
about all of your physical accomplishments is, where do you find the
time? What is that like?
Rudy Vazmina: Well, you literally
have to make the time. It’s so easy
to avoid it, saying I don’t feel good
today, or I have this going on at
work. If you make the commitment,
make that appointment to do it. The
other thing for me is that if there’s a
competition coming up, it’s more of
just me to get going, and keep at it
on a regular basis. Plus when you get
to my age, things start to decline. It
gets to be a situation where I do this
to retain my own capacity. Those are
the prompts for me to continue to
do it. It is difficult. When I swim, I
usually work out for about an hour
and a half, cycling maybe two hours.
It’s a time commitment, but again if
you didn’t do these things, obviously
the worst is about to come to you.
Q: So, accountability to the
competition is part of your process,
and accountability to yourself. Do
you have coaches that you rely on?
Rudy Vazmina: I’m always willing
to pick up some tips to make it a

“Sometimes
I need the
discipline that
I incorporated
when I was in
college, and,
of course, even
now I think it
helps me. I think
discipline is the
key not to float
away. “

Rudy Vazmina was
named Athlete
of the year at
the 2015 Florida
Senior Games

better situation. Sometimes that’s
done with your competition. That’s
one nice thing about the Masters
group: people are willing to share
with you, and they become good
friends. I mean everyone wants
everyone to do their best. If they can
share some tidbits of information
... Some are still involved in either
coaching swimming, or something
like that, so they’re picking up things
as they go along. But the comradery
is one of the incentives that I think
that spurs me on to do that. I think
that’s one thing that a lot of lawyers
are not involved in, is that kind of
socialization. They’re so wrapped up
in their work, and so forth, and their
family. They just don’t have the time
to get out there and do these things.
Q: Tell me about your service on
the Health and Wellness Subcommittee.
Rudy Vazmina: It deals with all
the issues of mental health, as well
as your physical health, and all that
sort of thing. The big focus that is
becoming more popular, and for
good cause now is the whole mindfulness, meditation mindfulness. The
community is working. Allison Archbold is really focused on that aspect
of the mindfulness and meditation
and so forth, and will be offering
seminars, sessions, and so forth in
the future. The bottom line is that
participation is not easy to come
by for all those things. The time
consumption with work and family.
Q: When you’re advising younger
lawyers instead of seasoned lawyers,
what is your sales pitch for them to

start their career off in the right way
while also keeping their life together
and staying healthy?
Rudy Vazmina: Well as you know,
young lawyers have stress, demands
as far as billable hours, that sort of
thing, and generating business, and
so forth. It is so demanding, that
again you just sort of have that as
your focus. “Work is my life” so to
speak. You’re sleeping less. Obviously you’re feeling the stress. That’s
weighing on you. There should be
some type of relief that you can get.
Whether that’s physical exercise, just
associating with colleagues, that sort
of thing is so very important. The
young lawyers division has all these
activities, and those can be great,
because then you get to share with
your colleagues about what you’re
doing, or what troubles are, what
your concerns are, and where are
you going, and how fast you can get
there, that kind of thing.
Q: As far as the connection
between all the competitions and
physical stuff that you do outside
of the law, and your actual legal
practice: do you see any carry over
between the two?
Rudy Vazmina: Sometimes I need
the discipline that I incorporated
when I was in college, and, of
course, even now I think it helps me.
I think discipline is the key not to
float away. That’s why mindfulness
is so important. Live in the present,
deal with what you’re facing today,
rather than worrying about the case
that you had a week ago that wasn’t
See VAZMINA, Page 16
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TA X L AW

Are you reporting non-U.S. income and assets?
By PHOEBE TRUMPLER, CPA
Kerkering, Barberio & Co.

I

f you are a United States citizen or
tax resident living in the U.S. or
abroad, you are required to file a
U.S. income tax return to report to
the IRS any income that you earn
or receive from both inside and
outside of the United States. This
includes but is not limited to wages,
investment income from foreign
banks and securities, pensions, rental
real estate, and interest in a foreign
corporation or partnership. In addition, you are required to report any
financial accounts held outside of the
U.S. on the Foreign Bank Account
Report (FBAR). Certain other
foreign financial disclosures may be
necessary.
Failure to report income, use
the FBAR, or use required foreign
disclosures may result in potentially
harsh penalties. To further enforce
the gathering of this information,
the U.S. government implemented
the Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA), whereby the
U.S. works bilaterally with over
100 countries to identify assets/
accounts held in those countries by
U.S. taxpayers, essentially leaving no
place to hide money.
While reporting of foreign income
and assets is not a new require-

Phoebe
Trumpler,
CPA
Kerkering,
Barberio &
Co.

ment, it is one area in which many
taxpayers are not knowledgeable
and not in compliance. In response,
the IRS implemented the Streamlined
Program several years ago to provide
taxpayers with an opportunity to
voluntarily get into compliance
and reduce the potentially harsh
penalties related to incomplete or
non-filings. Under the Streamlined
Program, the taxpayer has to attest
that the failure to disclose previously
was “non-willful.” The challenge
is that determining “willful” vs.
“non-willful” conduct is a legal
matter and not easily ascertained.
If the taxpayer wrongfully claims
“non-willful” status in an attempt to
file a Streamlined disclosure, the IRS
penalties can be shocking. However,
if the taxpayer can rightfully claim
“non-willful” status, there are some
significant opportunities to the
Streamlined method. Please note that
there are further differences in the
Streamlined Program for foreign/
non-resident vs. domestic/resident
filings.
Key provisions of the
streamlined program
• Attesting to non-willful
conduct.
• Filing delinquent or amended
individual tax returns, together with
all required information, for the 3

most recent years of non-compliance
• Filing Foreign Bank Account
Reports (FBARs) for the 6 most
recent years of noncompliance
• In assessing penalties, the
Offshore Asset Penalty is 0 percent
under Foreign Streamlined; it is 5
percent under Streamlined Domestic.
• Income tax returns are not
subject to failure-to-file, failure-topay and accuracy-related penalties,
provided the eligibility and compliance requirements of the Streamlined
Program are met.
Taxpayers must understand
that each situation is different and
needs to be reviewed on its own.
Doing this requires well-versed
professionals. With regard to determining “non-willful” status, Kerkering Barberio’s position is that the
taxpayer needs an experienced attorney who specializes in these offshore
disclosure programs to guide this
part of the process. Whether the
filing is for Foreign Streamlined or
Domestic Streamlined, the reporting
of non-U.S. income and assets is
complex and requires a knowledgeable tax professional. Kerkering,
Barberio & Co. has the team to do
this. If you have questions on the
Streamlined filing or any of the associated issues, please contact Phoebe
Trumpler at ptrumpler@kbgrp.com
at (941) 365-4617.

Florida’s new occupational tax exemption
By PATRICK S. MCARDLE, Esq.
Grossman Roth and Partridge

S

ometimes, one of our members
finds a gem in the law that can
help our members save money.
Recently, Thomas Shults, Esq., of
Kirk-Pinkerton, P.A. found one such
gem and shared it with The Docket
for all of our benefit.
Florida Statute Section 205.055
(2018) is a new exemption for veterans, their spouses, and certain low
income people as it relates to “local
business tax.” What tax is subject to
this exemption? The tax includes:
fees charged and the method
by which a local governing
authority grants the privilege of
engaging in or managing any
business, profession, or occupation within its jurisdiction. Fla.

Stat. §205.055(5).
This local occupational tax does
not include:
any fees or licenses paid to any
board, commission, or officer
for permits, registration, examination, or inspection. Unless
otherwise provided by law,
these are deemed to be regulatory and in addition to, but not
in lieu of, any local business tax
imposed under the provisions of
this chapter. Id.
So now that we know what tax is
at issue, who can receive this exemption?
For military families, there are
three categories. First, a veteran of
the United States Armed Forces who
was honorably discharged is exempt.
Fla. Stat. §205.055(1)(a). Second,
any spouse or unmarried surviving

When you or
someone you
know receives
a local occupational tax
bill in the mail,
remember that
there is a new tax
exemption that
may help ease
the burden.

spouse of such a veteran is exempt.
Id. Third, the spouse of any activeduty military servicemember who
has relocated under a permanent
change of station order is exempt.
Fla. Stat. § 205.055(1)(b).
For low income families, there
are two categories. First, any person
receiving public assistance as defined
in § 409.2554 is exempt. That
statute defines a specific type of
child support enforcement benefits.
Second, any person whose household
income is below 130 percent of the
federal poverty level is exempt. That
threshold depends on the current
year’s federal poverty guidelines.
If a person (1) qualifies under
any category above and (2) owns a
majority interest in a business with
fewer than 100 employees, then that
See TAX, Page 15
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S E CT I O N N E W S
SOLO/SMALL FIRM
Chair: Teresa K. Bowman, Esq.,
Teresa K. Bowman, P.A.
Networking social
Join your colleagues for an evening
of food, drinks, networking and
fun at the Solo/Small Firm Social
on Thursday, September 13. Challenge someone to a game of pool or
shuffleboard in the new Wells Fargo
Employee Lounge. Multiple doorprize drawings at 7:00 p.m.
The event will begin at 5:30
p.m. and is for solo and small firm
attorneys with no more than three
attorneys in their firm. We gratefully acknowledge the support of
our sponsor, The Gustafsson Pinckney Group, Merrill Lynch Wealth
Management.
REAL PROPERTY
Chair: Andrew Conaboy, Esq., Berlin
Patten Ebling, PLLC
Title transactions with
foreign persons
Join us on September 18, when
Sergio Osorio, Esq., Old Republic National Title Company, will
provide a thorough review of the
issues and ethical dilemmas that may
arise when handling a title transaction involving foreign persons.
For more information, please see
enclosed registration flyer.
The meeting will be held from
noon to 1 p.m. at Michael’s on East.
We thank our sponsor, Old Republic
National Title Company.
ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE
Chair: Alisa M. Heedy, Fergeson
Skipper, P.A.
Legislative update
The Estate Planning & Probate
Section invites you to join us
for “The Legislative Update” on
Wednesday, September 26. Richard
R. Gans, a Board Certified Wills,
Trusts & Estates Lawyer and a
Fellow of the American College of
Trust and Estate Counsel, will cover
legislation passed during the most
recent legislative session and enacted
into law including: changes to the
Florida Trust Code related to settlor
intent and interest of the beneficiaries; clarifications of trustee duties,
liabilities, and powers including
provisions related to accounting and
breach of trust; the expansion of the
decanting statute; and the addition
of new safe harbor language for

deeds to waive homestead.
The meeting will be held at noon
at Michael’s on East. We gratefully
acknowledge our sponsor Allegiant
Private Advisors.
FAMILY LAW
Co-Chairs: Colleen Norman, Esq.,
Office of Philip J. Schipani, P.A.
and Emily Garriott, Esq., Syprett,
Meshad, Resnick, Lieb, Dumbaugh,
Jones, Krotec & Westheimer, P.A.
2018 tax law changes for
Family Law practitioners
Join the Family Law Section on
September 27, when Monica Ospina,
CPA, ABV, CFF, Managing Partner of FAC/CPA Accountants and
Consultants, will present a summary
of the 2018 tax law changes and the
impact upon Family Law and Family
Law practitioners, along with an
overview on how to read/understand
a tax return and how to apply it to a
Family Law financial affidavit.
The luncheon will be held at noon
at Sarasota Yacht Club.
One hour of Marital and Family
Law/Tax Law has been approved.
Thank you to Ospina, Everett and
Shechter LLP for sponsoring the
luncheon.
ELDER LAW
Chair: Katherine Fall, Esq., Boyer
& Boyer, P.A.
Help, My Client’s Fallen and
No One’s Helping them Up
Join us October 4, when Attorney
Kimberly Kohn, Esq., Goudie &
Kohn, P.A., will guide the attendees
through the confusion and convoluted maze of Nursing Home Abuse
litigation. Topics covered will be
how to properly identify legitimate
nursing home abuse cases, an analysis of the discovery process and typical pretrial practice timeframe, the
procurement of experts, and tools
for the elder law attorney to properly identify and refer nursing home
abuse cases.
The luncheon will be held at the
Sarasota Yacht Club from noon to
1:15 pm. One hour of CLE credit
has been approved. A special thank
you to Synovus Wealth Management
for sponsoring.
Have you hired a new attorney? Any
other news of note? If so, we would like
to hear about it. Email your “News of
Note” items to scba@sarasotabar.com.

CLERK’S CORNER

A little more about
filing — from
a clerk’s perspective

L

ast month I discussed the challenges associated
with docketing a “combo platter.” As a reminder, a
“combo platter” is a single document that contains
several titles within the same document. You may
recall the example of a Notice of
Appearance, Notice of Plea of Not
CLERK’S
Guilty and Notice of Discovery
filed as one document. The clerk
CORNER
has a legal responsibility to docket
the document filed. The clerk does
not separate a document that has
multiple titles into individual documents. Combo platter documents
cause difficulty for the court as your
document will not be indexed under
multiple titles, making the image
very difficult to find for the court.
As mentioned above, the Clerk is
Karen E.
required to keep a progress docket
Rushing
and, in the electronic case manageClerk of Court
ment system, the docket is the access
and County
point to viewing the actual docuComptroller
ment. Accordingly, document titles
are critically important.
Here is how the process works.
“A” document is filed through the
portal. When received by this office, we verify that the
jurisdiction of the court indicates Sarasota. If not, we
indicate to the filer that the document doesn’t appear to
be filed in the correct court. Then we docket the document and assign it a docket code. This code captures
all the actions/treatments that need to be performed to
the document, such as record, keep confidential in the
official records, disburse money, etc. Due to the importance of document titles, some are actually prescribed
in rule or statute. An example of where a particular title
is mandated is “Motion to Determine Confidentiality
of Court Records” as rule 2.420(e)(1) requires the form
of the motion be captioned as such. The purpose of this
specificity is to assist Clerks with identifying the document type and the actions/treatments that must occur
after the filing of the document. When statute or rules of
court do not specify the exact terminology of a document
title, the rules of court require all documents filed in an
action be styled in such a manner as to indicate clearly
the subject matter of the document and the party requesting or retaining relief. Failing to identify the document as
mentioned above may cause the relief one is seeking to be
in jeopardy.
As automation becomes the only way one can access
documents, this office continues to seek ways to make
documents easy to find and sort through, so that access
to the electronic document is efficient and convenient.
To that end, we appreciate the bar and all their support.
How you title your documents will assist the Clerk in
making the docket entries clear and correct, and it will
assist the court in its ability to locate the record quickly.

The Docket · September 2018

13

YLD
Continued from Page 5

areas of wills, trusts, estates, and real
estate. Fletcher is a sports guy and
he follows UF
sports, the Carolina Panthers,
and the Tampa
Bay Lightning.
Fletcher is into
travel with his
all-time favorite
trip being to
New Zealand,
Fletcher Rush
he enjoys fitness,
and he has five,
that’s right, five, wisdom teeth. With
Fletcher you never know what you
are going to get, because one day he
is out running a tough mudder (or
one time he was crazy enough to run
two tough mudders back-to-back)
and on the next day things are on the
lighter side and he may be landscaping and/or gardening.
Austin Eason is a Director this
year and he is local, having been
born and raised in Bradenton.
Austin practices
civil litigation
(defense),
including
premises
liability, medical
malpractice,
construction
defect, products
liability, and
Austin Eason
insurance defense
at Wicker Smith
O’Hara McCoy & Ford. Austin is an
outdoorsman who loves kayaking,
bicycling, boating, or anything else
where his favorite pal, his Chocolate
Lab, Kingston King of the Lions
Eason, can tag along. Austin is
full of fun facts. He can hold his
breath for over two minutes, he is
a seventh-generation Floridian, he
once modeled as Mr. September for
a calendar sold for charity, and he is
forever obligated to love the SCBA
holiday party because that is where
he met his fiancée, attorney Carolina
Saavedra.
Dan Tullidge is also a Director,
but he is likely
the happiest guy
on our Board this
year since he has
just concluded
his year as editor
for The Docket.
Many thanks to
Dan for his hard
work and many
Dan Tullidge
talents with The
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The Board has
been EXPOSED
and we could not
be happier about
it!
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Docket. Dan was born in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, and was raised in
Stuart, Florida. Dan is practicing
in the area of estate planning at
Williams Parker Harrison Dietz
& Getzen. Although Dan did not
call himself a Trekkie, I think that
any person whose favorite show is
Star Trek, favorite thing to do is to
watch Star Trek, and whose favorite
television character is Captain
Picard, surely must be a Trekkie. Feel
free to ask Dan about this one day
over a glass of scotch.
Patrick McArdle is a Director
this year, and he has been passed
the torch from Dan and is now the
editor for The
Docket. I would
be remiss if I
did not ask the
readership, on
Patrick’s behalf,
to please write
and submit your
works to him for
consideration
Patrick McArdle
for publication.
Patrick practices
at Grossman Roth and Partridge
doing personal injury and medical
malpractice work. Patrick enjoys
the good things in life: drinking
a good cup of coffee, eating good
food, especially sushi, and enjoying
the beach with family, just to name
a few. Patrick is a Simpsons fan,
especially Homer, he knows Steph
Curry, and when he was young, Mr.
Rogers wrote him a personal letter.
Just ask him if you want to know
what the letter was about.
Caroleen Brej joined the Board
when a vacancy occurred due to
resignation. This year Caroleen will
be beginning
her first year of
her own first
term as a Director. Caroleen
was born in
Maywood, Illinois, and raised
in Chicago,
where she
Caroleen Brej
learned to drive
stick shift,
alone, on a hot summer day, in the
city, during rush hour traffic, on
the expressway. Caroleen practices
commercial litigation at Bentley and
Bruning. She enjoys cooking, trolling
Amazon Prime, spending time with
her Golden Retriever, Kai, and her
cat, Rajah, and, if someone offered
her a 1982 Porsche 911 SC Targa in
Minerva blue, she would be all over
it.

Jodi Ruberg is one of two new
Directors to the Board this year.
Jodi is a former pedicab driver
(okay, she only
did it once) who
enjoys yoga,
playing soccer
and skiing, and
her all-time
favorite trip
was a ski trip to
Zermatt, Switzerland. Jodi’s
Jodi Ruberg
favorite movie is
Wedding Crashers, she enjoys reading anything by
Emily Giffin, and she is a proud
associate at Kirk Pinkerton, where
she is practicing commercial and
probate litigation.
Natasha Selvaraj is our second
new Director to the Board this
year. Natasha was born in Toronto,
Canada, raised
in Coimbatore,
India, and
although she
has lived in
three countries,
she only speaks
one language.
Natasha’s
favorite books
Natasha Selvaraj are the Harry
Potter series. She
enjoys cooking and going to new
restaurants. She has plans to someday have a puppy, and that puppy
is pre-named Phoenix. Natasha is
enjoying her work at Berlin Patten
in the area of real property.
Welcome Jodi and Natasha, we
are just thrilled to have you join the
Board!

T

he Board has been EXPOSED
and we could not be happier
about it! If you see us out, please
stop to chat or merely say hello,
and if there is anything that we can
do for our members, please feel
free to reach out to me directly at
erin@ittslaw.net or (941) 451-8074.
In line with the goal of providing
for our members, young lawyers
new(er) to the practice of law, I will,
throughout the year, be providing
practice tips so that you may add
them to your personal Practical
Guide to the Practice of Law. Due
to the length of this article, I will
keep this month’s practice tip brief:
your credibility is your most important attribute as a lawyer. Always act
appropriately and without misrepresentation, because once you lose
your credibility, you may never get
it back.

N E W S O F N OT E

GOOD DEEDS

n Kevin F. Sanderson, Esq., of
Merritt & Sanderson, P.A. successfully established the right to sue
for damages on behalf of federal
employees who experience employment disability discrimination after
receiving worker’s compensation,
the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals
published in its opinion on Charles
Edward Center, Jr. v. Secretary,
Department of Homeland Security.
n Selected from among many qualified nominees, Jodi Ruberg, a civil
litigation attorney with the law
firm of Kirk-Pinkerton, P.A., has
been chosen to become an associate
member of the Judge John M. Scheb
American Inn of Court.

Toys collected
during a drive at
Boyer and Boyer,
P.A.

In Memoriam
Douglas Michael Sieb
Nov. 1, 1949 –
Aug. 6, 2018
James L. “Jim” Ritchey
Sept. 16, 1934 –
Aug. 21, 2018
Douglas William
Grissinger
Aug. 27, 1957 –
Aug. 25, 2018
CLASSIFIED ADS

SCF paralegals collect donations for children

T

he paralegal program at State
College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota (SCF) has joined the
Suncoast Chapter of the Paralegal
Association of Florida to collect new
teddy bears, coloring books and
other items for donation to the State
Attorney’s Office of the 12th Judicial
Circuit.
The bears and toys will be given
to children to comfort them as they
testify or wait to testify in difficult
court cases in Sarasota, Manatee
and DeSoto counties. The project
will continue through the year and
is made possible by members of
the paralegal association. Sandra

The bears and
toys will be given
to children to
comfort them
as they testify
or wait to testify
in difficult court
cases

Barkeloo, who serves on the
SCF Paralegal Program Advisory
Committee and who works for the
law firm of Boyer and Boyer, P.A.,
Sarasota, led a drive at the firm to
begin collecting items for donation.
The teddy bear project is chaired by
Barbara J. Strode of the Boone Law
Firm in Venice.
To donate anytime this year,
contact Kim Grabbe at kimberly@
mctlawyers.com or (941) 952-5242.
In Venice, contact Strode at bstrode@
boone-law.com or (941) 488-6716.
For information on SCF’s paralegal
program, contact Suzanne Bechtol at
BechtoS@SCF.edu or (941) 752-5359.

EMPLOYMENT
ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY — Norton
Hammersley, a full-service, AV rated
downtown Sarasota law firm, continues its
growth and is seeking an Estate Planning/
Corporate Attorney with an LL.M. in taxation
and 2-plus years of estate planning/corporate
experience. Candidate must be licensed in the
state of Florida. Competitive compensation
and benefits, including 401K and health
insurance. Please send confidential cover
letter, resume, and salary requirements to
Sandra King via e-mail: sking@nhlslaw.com
Harllee & Bald, PA, an AV rated Bradenton
Law Firm is seeking a full-time legal assistant
experienced in litigation. Candidates must be
skilled in MS Office software (Word, Excel, and
Outlook) and have excellent communication
and interpersonal skills. Candidates must
take initiative, have strong writing, editing and
proofreading skills, be organized and maintain
exemplary computer skills. The position
includes benefits such as health, life and
disability insurance. Salary is commensurate
with experience. Please e-mail resume and
cover letter to jel@harlleebald.com

TAX

Association of Retired Attorneys

F

Continued from Page 11

or those members of the Sarasota County Bar
Association who are nearing or at retirement, be
advised that Sarasota has a very active Retired

Attorneys Association which meets monthly at Marina
Jack.
Interested? For more information, call Stephen
Sturm, President, Association of Retired Attorneys of
Sarasota, at (941) 487-7176 or ssturm8144@comcast.net.

business is also exempt from such
tax.
Knowing what the exemption
is and who is eligible, how can one
apply for the exemption? The person
must “complete and sign, under
penalty of perjury, a Request for
Fee Exemption to be furnished by
the local governing authority and
provide written documentation in
support of his or her request for an
exemption[.]”
So, when you or someone you
know receives a local occupational
tax bill in the mail, remember that
there is a new tax exemption that
may help ease the burden.
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JUDICIAL NEWS

South County UMC Dates set

U

MC (Uniform Motion Calendar) Motions for South
County Civil, Family, Probate and Guardianship
Matters must be 5 minutes or less in length, unopposed and non-evidentiary. Hearings on the UMC docket
are conducted on a “first come, first served” basis and
are not scheduled through JACS or the Judicial Assistant.
Due to the “drop in” nature of the UMC docket, no telephonic appearances are permitted and no court files are
available. Attorneys must comply with the Rules of Civil
Procedure and applicable case law in terms of notice
and motion requirements and should bring copies of all
necessary pleadings to the hearing for the Judge.
UMC’s are scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on the dates listed
below at the R.L. Anderson Judicial Center, 2nd floor,
Courtroom J.

2018 — Judge Bonner 9:00 a.m.
n August 14 and 28
n September 25
n October 9, 16 and 30
n November 6, 20 and 27
n December 11 and 18

2019 — Judge Bonner 9:00 a.m.
n January 8, 15 and 29
n February 12, 19 and 26
n March 5, 12 and 19
n April 2, 9, 16 and 30
n May 7, 21 and 28
n June 11, 18 and 25
n July 2, 16, 23 and 30
n August 6, 13 and 20
n September 3, 10, 17 and 24
n October 8, 15 and 22
n November 5, 12 and 26
n December 3 and 17

DOCKET
Continued from Page 1

tion throughout last year. I am so thankful for the time
Dan has spent preparing me for this year, and I hope to
continue his legacy of quality.
Of course, I would not stand a chance at keeping up
the quality of The Docket without our indispensable
Executive Director Holly Lipps. Thank you, Holly, for
continuing to inspire us all with your service to this
publication and the Bar at large.
Our membership is what keeps The Docket strong.
This includes regular substantive contributions by our
Presidents and Section Chairs, substantive articles on new
developments in the law, and social, cultural, and non-legal content relevant to our members. As the Docket
Editor, my job is to collect, curate, and edit the amazing
contributions of our members. With so many talented
lawyers in our community, I am excited to see your
amazing contributions in this new bar year.
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H E A LT H & W E L L N E S S

Noted author to lead
meditation workshop
By J. ALLISON ARCHBOLD, Esq.
Archbold Law Firm

N

umerous studies have shown that
meditation leads to stress reduction, improved focus, increased
memory and better cardiovascular
health. U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Stephen Breyer has been meditating
for 15 minutes a day for years. He
says that it makes him “feel more
peaceful, focused and better able to
do [his] work.”
The Heath & Wellness Committee is hosting a three-session workshop to teach attorneys and their
family members how to start their
own 15-minute-a-day meditation
practice. The sessions will be held

VAZMINA
Continued from Page 9

so successful, and let that harbor
on your mind. It’s a done deal, let’s
move forward and keep our mind
clear. Those are the kinds of things,
but I think discipline that I’ve developed in my athletic life carried over
into my professional life.
Q: As far as your upcoming
events. What’s the next thing that
you have your eye on?
Rudy Vazmina: In December,
we have the Florida State Game,
Championship Games. Then, if you
qualify in that, then you can go to
the National Games, which will
be in New Mexico, Albuquerque,
New Mexico in 2019. That’s my
focus. I’ve been doing the Hawaiian
Nationals, and the United States
Masters swimming thing, and of
course the Senior Games. The Senior
Games have been rewarding in the
sense for a number of reasons. One
of the things when you’re doing
the Senior Games, you’re not dealing with all those age groups. You
don’t have a tremendously long time
devoted to this. We start off at 55, so
they go at a pretty good clip. Even at
Nationals they pair it down to only
a couple of age groups, so it moves
along fast, which is a nice thing. But
in this particular era there are just
some tremendous guys in my age
group. We all become good friends,

at 7:15 p.m. on September 4, 6, and
11 at Muirhead, Gaylor, Steves and
Waskom, P.A., 1800 2nd Street,
#780. The first session will last an
hour, the second will last 45 minutes,
and the third will last 30 minutes.
Thanks to the sponsorship of Muirhead, Gaylor, Steves and Waskom,
P.A., the fee for the entire workshop
is only $30. It is limited to the first
10 registrants.
Instructor Gary Halperin will lead
the workshop. He has taught meditation to corporate executives, politicians, and doctors, and is the author
of the book “Feel Better Now …
Meditation for Stress Reduction &
Relaxation.” His style of meditation
is non-religious.

and regardless of who’s better, or
worse. That transcends all that, very
happy to be involved in it.
Q: Walking in I saw the standing
desk you use. Any other things that
you do to try to stay healthy in your
law practice?
Rudy Vazmina: Well, I think one
of the things that I can do is not only
keeping abreast, but also learning
more and more as we go along. I
think this is great for my mental
health. Being a solo practitioner, you
get called on to do a whole lot of
things. One of the things I’ve been
focusing on, particularly because of
my age, and my situation is elder
law, estate planning, and dealing
with Medicaid, Medicare issues, that
sort of thing. I can very well relate
to that. Previously, I didn’t always
have the appreciation of the aging
process. I certainly do now, and as
we look towards that fourth quarter
of our lives. What stage am I going
to be in? What’s going to be my
mental capacity down the road? My
physical capacity down the road?
We deal with all these issues, and
it really made me aware, and I can
share that with clients in regards to
what things to look forward to, or
what to prepare for. Again, I think
continually trying to gain additional
knowledge, or experience has been
an inspiration for me to get forward
and do things, and keep up to date.
Q: Thank you.

The Sarasota County Bar Association
graciously requests the honor of your presence at the

INSTALLATION DINNER
& AWARDS CEREMONY
Thursday, September 20, 2018
Michael’s on East
5:30 p.m. ~ Reception
6:30 p.m. ~ Dinner & Program

Keynote Speaker:
Michelle Suskauer, Esq.
President, The Florida Bar

“Update from The Florida Bar”
Nancy E. Cason, Esq.
71st President
Thank you to our event sponsor:

Installation Dinner & Awards Ceremony

Thursday, September 20, 2018 ● $50.00 per person
Name: ________________ Firm: ________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________
Guest(s): ___________________________________________

Entrée Selections
(If registering a guest, please add their name next to meal selection.)
Herb Crusted Chateau of Beef __________
Chicken in a Caper, Mushroom, Tomato and Wine Sauce __________
Macadamia Crusted Florida Grouper __________
Vegetarian Stuffed Portobello Mushrooms __________

Reservation Deadline: Thursday, September 13, 2018
Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
“No Shows” and Reservations Canceled Within 48 Hours of Event Will Be Invoiced
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of
appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

The South County Division

of the Sarasota County Bar Association

Annual Kick-off &
Installation
Dinner
“A Conversation with the Honorable
Lisa Carlton on the Constitution Revision
Commission”

Keynote Speaker:
Hon. Lisa Carlton

Wednesday, September 12, 2018
5:30 pm Social Hour
6:30 pm Dinner & Program

Installation of Officers & Directors:
Chief judge Charles williams
Sponsored by:

Courthouse Update:
Beth Waskom, Esq.
Sarasota County Update:
Commissioner Charles hines

South County Annual Kick-off & Installation Dinner
Mission Valley Country Club, 1851 Mission Valley Country Club, Nokomis, FL
Wednesday, September 12, 2018 ● $36.00 per person
Name : __________________________________Firm: ___________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________Check Number: ______
Guest(s) Name & Entree: __________________________________________________________
Entrée choices: Glazed Salmon  Chicken Florentine  Pasta Primavera 
Reservation Deadline: Friday, August 31, 2018
Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
“No Shows” and Reservations Canceled Within 48 Hours of Event Will Be Invoiced
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of appropriate accommodations,
attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

Solo/Small Firm Networking Social

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2018
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wells Fargo Office Building
Employee Lounge (1st Floor)
Please join us for food, drinks, networking and FUN! Challenge someone to a game of
pool or table shuffleboard. Multiple door prize drawings at 7:00!
Appetizers and drinks will be provided.
This event is for solo practitioners and attorneys in firms with no more than 3 lawyers
We gratefully acknowledge the
support of our sponsor

Solo/Small Firm Networking Social
Thursday, September 13, 2018
$15 per person
Name: __________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Reservations must be received no later than Thursday, September 6, 2018
Mail payment to SCBA, PO Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
or register online at www.sarasotabar.com
“No

Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.

____ Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of
your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

“Foreign Person, US Real
Property and FIRPTA”
Tuesday, September 18, 2018
12 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Michael’s on East

The purpose of this course is to give the title agent a thorough review of the issues and
ethical dilemmas that may arise when they are handling a title transaction involving a
foreign person. The course includes a discussion on the IRS’s Foreign Investment in
Real Property Tax Act (“FIRPTA”) and its effect on real property closings when the seller
is a foreign person. This course discusses the responsibilities of the buyer in this type of
real property transaction and the agent’s ethical duties to the buyer and the foreign person. This course instructs agents on the terminology and forms used in a title transaction
with FIRPTA withholding, along with the type of information, including NPI, the agent may
be asked to obtain or provide the IRS. The course discusses the agent’s ethical duties
when preparing any of the necessary forms and/or escrow agreements to comply with the
IRS code. The course discusses the agent’s responsibility and ethical duty regarding the
issuance of the title policy and potential liens. Agents will also learn how their transaction
may be impacted when the seller is an entity. The class discussions will include the most
current forms and notifications from the IRS.

CLE has been approved by the Florida Bar

Sergio Osorio, Esq.
Old Republic National
Title Insurance Company

We want to thank our sponsor:

Real Property Section
Tuesday, September 18, 2018
$32.50/person
Name:
Email:
Check Amount:

Check No:
Please indicate if you require a vegetarian meal

Deadline for reservations is Tuesday, September 11, 2018
Mail with payment to: SCBA, PO Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of appropriate
accommodations, attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

Wednesday, September 26, 2018
12 noon -- 1:00 p.m.
Michael’s on East

Richard R. Gans, Esq.
Fergeson Skipper,
ACTEC Fellow

Richard R. Gans, a Board Certified Wills, Trusts & Estates
Lawyer and a Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate
Counsel, will cover legislation passed during the most recent legislative session and enacted into law including: changes to the Florida Trust Code related to settlor intent and interest of the beneficiaries; clarifications of trustee duties, liabilities, and powers including provisions related to accounting and breach of trust; the
expansion of the decanting statute; and the addition of new safe
harbor language for deeds to waive homestead.

CLE Credit has been applied for.

Estate Planning & Probate Section Luncheon
Wednesday, September 26, 2018
$32.50/person
Please indicate if you require a vegetarian meal _____
Name:

Firm

Email:

Check Number:
Deadline for reservations: Wednesday, September 19, 2018
Mail with payment to SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced

____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of
appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

“2018 Tax Law Changes”
Thursday, September 27, 2018

12:00 noon– 1:00 pm


Sarasota Yacht Club
1100 John Ringling Blvd.

Presenter Monica Ospina, CPA, ABV, CFF, Managing Partner of
FAC/CPA Accountants and Consultants, will present a summary of the
2018 Tax Law Changes and the impact upon Family Law and Family Law
Practitioners along with an overview on how to read/understand a Tax Return and
how to apply it to a Family Law Financial Affidavit.
CLE Credit has been applied for.
We gratefully acknowledge
the support of our sponsor:

Family Law Section Meeting
Thursday, September 27, 2018
Sarasota Yacht Club
$30.00/person
Name: ______________________________________ Firm: ___________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________ Check Amt: __________ Check #: ______________
Deadline for reservations: Thursday, September 20, 2018
Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL, 34230
“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of appropriate accommodations, attach a
general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

The Elder Law Section
presents
“Help My Client’s Fallen and No One’s Helping Them Up:
The Intricacies of Nursing Home Abuse Claims and Cases”
Thursday, October 4, 2018
12:00-1:15 p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club
Kimberly Kohn, Esq., Goudie & Kohn, P.A., will guide the
attendees through the confusion and convoluted maze of
Nursing Home Abuse litigation.

Topics to be covered:
Properly identifying legitimate nursing home abuse
cases
 Analysis of discovery process and typical pretrial
practice timeframe
Procurement of experts
 Tools for the elder law attorney to properly identify
and refer nursing home abuse cases.
CLE credit has been applied for.
We gratefully acknowledge the support of our sponsor:
Elder Law Section
Thursday, October 4, 2018— 12:00 - 1:15 pm
Sarasota Yacht Club

$30/person
Name: _________________________________ ________________________________ Check Amt.__________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________ Check Number: _____________
Please indicate if you require a vegetarian entree _____

To pay by credit card, go to www.sarasotabar.com
Deadline for reservations is Thursday, Sept. 27, 2018
Mail with payment to: SCBA, PO Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.

To ensure availability of appropriate accommodations,
attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

APPELLATE & REAL PROPERTY SECTIONS PRESENT

“The Metes and Bounds of
Land-Use Appeals”
Tuesday, October 23, 2018
12 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club
Presented by:
Christopher Donovan, Esq.
Roetzel & Andress

Attorney Christopher Donovan will give an advance primer on seeking appellate review of a local government’s land-use decision by first-tier and second-tier certiorari relief. The presentation will include an
in-depth discussion of the various types of local government decisions and which qualify for certiorari
review, the technical requirements for seeking appellate review of a land-use decision and the common
procedural defects that are often costly for litigants, a comprehensive analysis of first-tier certiorari review’s three standards of review and offers tips on bettering the odds of success, and the cold realities of
what a litigant’s best day will look like in these type of appellate proceedings and how litigants seek further appellate review when their worst day happens.

Approved for 1.0 Appellate; 1.0 Real Estate; and 1.0 City, County
and Local Government Law Certification Credits
Appellate & Real Property Section Meeting
Tuesday, October 23, 2018
Sarasota Yacht Club
$30.00 Per person

Name: ________________________

Email: ______________________________

______ Please check here if you require a vegetarian selection
To pay by credit card visit www.sarasotabar.com
Reservations must be received by Tuesday, October 16, 2018
Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of
appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

APPELLATE & REAL PROPERTY SECTIONS PRESENT

“The Metes and Bounds of
Land-Use Appeals”
Tuesday, October 23, 2018
12 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club
Presented by:
Christopher Donovan, Esq.
Roetzel & Andress

Attorney Christopher Donovan will give an advance primer on seeking appellate review of a local government’s land-use decision by first-tier and second-tier certiorari relief. The presentation will include an
in-depth discussion of the various types of local government decisions and which qualify for certiorari
review, the technical requirements for seeking appellate review of a land-use decision and the common
procedural defects that are often costly for litigants, a comprehensive analysis of first-tier certiorari review’s three standards of review and offers tips on bettering the odds of success, and the cold realities of
what a litigant’s best day will look like in these type of appellate proceedings and how litigants seek further appellate review when their worst day happens.

Approved for 1.0 Appellate; 1.0 Real Estate; and 1.0 City, County
and Local Government Law Certification Credits
Appellate & Real Property Section Meeting
Tuesday, October 23, 2018
Sarasota Yacht Club
$30.00 Per person

Name: ________________________

Email: ______________________________

______ Please check here if you require a vegetarian selection
To pay by credit card visit www.sarasotabar.com
Reservations must be received by Tuesday, October 16, 2018
Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of
appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

Alternative Dispute Resolution,
Business Law & Civil Trial Joint Meeting

“Mediations—The Real World”
Course Presenters:
Tuesday, October 16, 2018

Scott Carter, Esq.

12 noon to 1:30 p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club

John Chapman, Jr., Esq.

Dunlap & Moran, P.A.

The John Chapman Law Firm, P.A.

William Christopher, Esq.
Maglio, Christopher & Toale, P.A.

Approved for 1.0 CLER

Adria Jensen, Esq.
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP

Join us for a mediator panel discussion on the practitioner’s misconceptions regarding the role of the
mediator. Attendees will learn about the practical applications of the concepts of neutrality, selfdetermination and the Do’s and Don’ts that mediators must grapple with in ensuring that these concepts are upheld while still being effective.

ADR, Business & Civil Trial Joint Meeting

.
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of appropriate accommodations, attach a general
description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

ALL BAR MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

Privilege for Some or Right of the Masses?
A History of Voting in America
Where We Were, Where We Are, and What Happened In Between

presented by the Solo/Small Firm Section
Tuesday, October 30, 2018
12:00 to 1:15 p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club

A presentation by Thomas Shults, Esq.
Kirk-Pinkerton, P.A.
This presentation has been approved for 1 hr. CLE/1hr. Civil Trial Certification credit

Solo/Small Firm Meeting
Tuesday, October 30, 2018
12:00-1:15 p.m. | Sarasota Yacht Club | $30.00

Name: _________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________
Check No: ________________

Check Amt: _______________

Please indicate if you require a vegetarian meal _____
Deadline for reservations is Tuesday, October 23, 2018
Mail with payment to: SCBA, PO Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230
“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.
____ Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

Please join the Sara De Soto Chapter as we honor

The Honorable Lee E. Haworth
Recipient of the 2018 NSDAR Medal of Honor
The Medal of Honor is the NSDAR’s highest award for citizens who have shown
leadership, trustworthiness, patriotism, and service.

Thursday October 25, 2018
6:00pm Welcome Reception & Cash Bar 6:30pm Dinner and Program
Laurel Oak Country Club 2700 Gary Player Boulevard Sarasota, Florida 34240
Per Person: $100

Table of Eight: $700

Sponsorships Available
$250 (Bronze) - Program Listing
$350 (Silver) - Table Signage & Program Listing
$500 (Gold) - Table Signage, Program Listing, Full Page Ad in 2019 Chapter Yearbook & 2018 Newsletters

Menu Items
Miso Glazed Salmon Shiitake Mushrooms, Baby Kale, Orange Miso Beurre Blanc
Chicken Laurel, Chicken Breast, Roasted Mushrooms, Marsala Wine Demi Glaze
12 Ounce Prime Rib of Beef, Horseradish Cream Sauce, Pop Over Au Jus
Vegetarian Dinner is available upon request
Roasted Fingerlings, Asparagus, House Salad and Key Lime Pie

Kindly RSVP by October 11, 2018
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Sara De Soto Chapter Medal of Honor Dinner October 25, 2018
Attendee(s) $100 X_____ Name(s)_____________________________________Phone#____________________Menu Choice #_____
Attendee(s) $100 X_____ Name(s)_____________________________________Phone#____________________Menu Choice #_____
Attendee(s) $100 X_____ Name(s)_____________________________________Phone#____________________Menu Choice #_____
Attendee(s) $100 X_____ Name(s)_____________________________________Phone#____________________Menu Choice #_____

TOTAL ENCLOSED__________
NOTE: Please give first and last names AND phone #s of ALL attendees, space available on the back of this form
Menu Item Choices: #1 Salmon, #2 Chicken, #3 Beef, #4 Vegetarian

Sponsor Levels: Gold $500_____ Silver $350_____ Bronze $250_____
Please email us your Program Listing and Content
Check # ____ or CC# w/expiration date, name on card, and CVV#_______________________________________________________
Please send your RSVPs to Pat Rook 4082 Vana Dr Sarasota, FL 34241 Contact Us: saradesotochapterevents@gmail.com

You are cordially invited to the

10th Annual
RED MASS
At the Red Mass,
special prayers are held for those
who serve in law and public service.
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 @ 5:30 PM
St. Martha Catholic Church
200 N. Orange Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236
Celebrated by: Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane
A reception hosted by the Planning Committee of the
Catholic Lawyers Guild will follow at the Fr. Fausto
Parrish Hall at St. Martha
Please send your RSVP for the Mass and/or reception to:
Deacon Paul Consbruck (paul@adoptfla.com)
941-966-6706
Before October 10, 2018
For inclusion in the online Directory of Catholic Lawyers,
please send your business card and $50 membership fee
payable to “Catholic Lawyers Guild” before October 10, 2018
Catholic Lawyers Guild
c/o Paul Consbruck, Esq.
871 Venetia Blvd, Ste. 202
Venice, FL 34285-8049

For Sponsorship Opportunities, please contact
Jeanne M. Bennett, Esq. (Jeanne@obrienbennett.com)
941-316-9200

We recognize our
100% CLUB MEMBERS:
Adams and Reese, LLP
Band Gates & Dramis, P.L.
Bentley & Bruning, P.A.
Berlin Patten Ebling, PLLC
Bowman, George, Scheb, Kimbrough, Koach & Chapman, P.A.
The Byrd Law Firm, P.A.
Dickinson & Gibbons, P.A.
Dunlap & Moran, P.A.
Fergeson Skipper
Ferrari, Butler & Moneymaker, PLLC
Grossman Roth & Partridge
Hutton & Dominko, PLLC
Kirk-Pinkerton, P.A.
Lancaster & Eure, P.A.
Loftus Law
Icard, Merrill, Cullis, Timm, Furen & Ginsburg, P.A.
Mack Law Firm, Chartered
Matthews Eastmoore
Muirhead, Gaylor, Steves & Waskom. P.A.
Norton, Hammersley, Lopez & Skokos, P.A.
Shutts & Bowen LLP
Syprett, Meshad, Resnick, Lieb, Dumbaugh, Jones, Krotec & Westheimer, P.A.
Williams Parker Harrison Dietz & Getzen
The Sarasota County Bar Association 100% Club is a special category of membership that demonstrates an extraordinary commitment to the legal profession and our community from law firms, law
departments and legal organizations that enroll 100 percent of their attorneys as members of the Sarasota County Bar Association. If you think your firm qualifies, email a list of your associates to
scba@sarasotabar.com.

