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ncason@smrl.com
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jeanne@obrienbennett.com 

n  Stacy Dillard-Spahn, Director 
Law Office of Robert L. Lincoln 
Stacy.dillard@flalandlaw.com
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Edwin L. Ford, P.A. 
edford@edwinford.com 
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ntl@lginjuryfirm.com 

n  Brian D. Goodrich, YLD President 
Bentley & Bruning P.A. 
bgoodrich@bentleyandbruning.com 

n  Bryan S. Kessler, SCD President 
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bryan@bergkessler.com 

n  Holly Lipps, Executive Director 
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12TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BAR A SSO CIATION NEWS

LEGAL AID

By JANELLA LEIBOVITZ, Esq. 
Legal Aid of Manasota

Most teenagers are dreaming 
of their first car, who they’re 
taking to prom, or passing that 

last algebra exam, but in Sarasota 
and Manatee counties there are more 
than 1,600 children in foster care—
and 2,400 have aged out. They 
face challenges in their lives that 
most of us are unable to imagine, 
including many legal issues. In the 
complex dependency system the only 
person not immediately appointed 
an attorney is the child, whom the 
system is meant to protect. 

Legal Aid of Manasota partnered 
with Charles & Margery Barancik 
Foundation to provide two staff 
attorneys for the sole purpose of 
representing young adults in the 
Dependency System. The Legal 
Lifeline for Youth Project™ (LLFYP) 
aims to provide legal representation 
for youth, ages 14 and up, who have 
been adjudicated dependent and 
are in Foster Care or Independent 
Living. 

Working in conjunction with 

Janella 
Leibovitz, 
Esq. 
Legal Aid of 
Manasota

Judge Charles Williams was 
presented with an honorary 
membership in the Paralegal 

Association of Florida, Inc. at the 
Suncoast Chapter’s dinner meeting in 
his honor on September 9 at Marina 
Jack.

The Paralegal Association of 
Florida, Inc. is the largest paralegal 
association in Florida with over 700 
members, and participants from 12 
separate chapters covering the entire 
state of Florida.

The event was attended by Chief 
Judge Kimberly Bonner and 10 of 
the 12th Circuit Judicial Assistants, 
along with attorneys, local paralegals 
and paralegal students.  In recog-
nition of Judge Williams’ ardent 
support of the paralegal profession, 
the Suncoast Chapter wanted to 
acknowledge his support by granting 
him an honorary membership, one of 
only two people to receive this honor 
over the past 40 years.   

Paralegals honor Judge Williams

Judge Charles 
Williams

By JASON GASKILL, Esq. 
Adams and Reese, LLP 
and NEIL T. LYONS, Esq. 
Luhrsen Goldberg, LLC

Every two years the SCBA 
issues judicial evaluations 
to all practicing attorneys of 

the Twelfth Judicial Circuit. The 
evaluations provide attorneys 
an opportunity to critique and 
provide feedback to our judiciary 
in the following crucial areas: 
Legal Knowledge, Integrity, Ethics, 
Impartiality, Judicial Temperament, 
Courtroom Administration, 
Preparedness, Timeliness of 
Decisions, Effective Decision 
Making, Punctuality, and Overall 
Evaluation.

Evaluations will be distributed 
electronically in mid-October. The 

Attorneys asked to complete 
biennial judicial evaluations

judiciary takes these evaluations 
seriously, and attorneys are 
encouraged to take the time to 
complete the evaluations.

When completing evaluations 
attorneys should only evaluate 
judicial members that they have 
appeared before and it should be 
based solely on interactions with the 
judicial members within the last 24 
months. Evaluations should be based 
solely on the evaluator’s individual 
and personal experience with a 
judicial member to ensure a fair and 
accurate evaluation.

The deadline to complete the 
evaluation is November 15. The 
Judicial Evaluation committee (Jason 
Gaskill and Neil Lyons) will tabulate 
the responses and publish the results 
to the SCBA members.

Lawyers available for teens in Dependency System
Children’s Legal Services, the 
Department of Children and 
Families, regional child welfare 
agencies, the Guardian Ad Litem 
program, and the courts, the goal 
of the LLFYP is to assist the youth 
through the use of the legal system 
with unmet needs, with the hope of 
improving their futures. 

Attorneys appointed for teen 
clients of the project will be express 
interest attorneys, unless specifically 
appointed for the best interest of 
special needs children, whose role 
is to convey to the Court the wishes 
of the client; in this case a youth 
involved in the dependency system. 

The areas of representation 
include, but are not limited to: 
general dependency (express 
interest); dependency special needs 
(express interest or best interest); and 
other civil matters. 

Cases vary, but until now the 
outcomes have often been the 
same. Statistics are grim for foster 
care youth: 65% will attend more 
than seven different schools; 50% 
drop out of school; 62% will face 
unemployment; 25% will become 

homeless; and 6 in 10 girls will have 
teen pregnancies.

Imagine a teenaged girl who has 
been living with her adult sister, as 
she doesn’t feel safe at home. Her 
brother still lives with their mother 
who struggles with substance abuse. 
Life is anything but stable. For 
years they have been left alone for 
extended stretches of time without 
food or access to clean water. 
Violence and abuse are part of their 
everyday life and they expect that 
any behavior whether positive or 
negative, will be met with a slap, 
scratch or punch. Nearly every day 
the children witnessed inappropriate 
adult behavior, often sexual. Six 
reports about the family were called 
into the Florida abuse hotline over 
the course of three years. 

When the children are finally 
removed from their home they are 
placed with their adult brother. The 
goal is reunification, but the kids 
refuse to see their mom and never 
want to have to live with her again. 

These children need someone 
advancing their interests who can 

See TEENS, Page 19



Social Security 
Disability & SSI
HEARINGS/APPEALS

Jonathan E.  
Hausburg, Esq.

3202 N. Tamiami Trail • Sarasota, Fl 34234
941-351-9111 · socialsecuritysarasota.com

SERVING 
SARASOTA 

AND MANATEE 
COUNTIES

MORE THAN 
35 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

• 28-Day & Long Term Residen� al
   Jail Diversion Programs

• DUI & Drug Court Services

• Involuntary Detox Through
   Marchman Act

• Addi� onal Residen� al &
   Outpa� ent Services

• Medica� on Assisted Treatment

941-366-5333 • www.fsos.org

Changing Lives,
Saving Families

Norman 
Vaughan-Birch
· Florida Supreme Court-certified mediator  
·  Florida Bar Board-certified in civil trial and 
business litigation 

The mark of a an effective 
mediator is the ability to 

find solutions to a dispute that 
the parties have not explored. 
Norman Vaughan-Birch has 
put that philosophy to work in 
40 years of resolving the most 
complex disputes as a trial 
attorney and mediator. Put 
his experience and expertise 
to use the next time you need a mediator. You 

will find that effective mediation 
can be cost-effective, too.

Mediation 
“outside the box”

MediationOutsideTheBox.com · 941-364-2405 
240 s. pineapple ave., 6th floor, sarasota fl 34236

To advertise in the Docket, please see the rate 
card at the Bar’s web site, sarasotabar.com, or 

call the office at 941-861-8180.

Your ad here
reaches the movers and 

shakers in Sarasota’s legal 
community. Call today to get 
your firm or business in front 

of our elite readership.

http://socialsecuritysarasota.com
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http://sarasotabar.com
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The Sarasota County Bar Associ-
ation is extraordinarily active.  
I didn’t begin to appreciate 

the breadth of its activities until 
I became a member of the board 
several years ago. Since then, I have 
been astounded by the number of 
section meetings, CLE programs, 
social gatherings, and community 
and charitable activities that our bar 
association and its members engage 
in each year.  

That is a tribute to the many 
members of our association who 
take their precious time to make our 
bar the dynamic organization that 
it is. However, none of those efforts 
would achieve such results without 
the outstanding and tireless services 
of our executive director, Holly Lipps, 
our dedicated board of directors, as 
well as our hard-working section 
chairs, the leaders of the Council for 
Diversity & Inclusion and the presi-
dents of the South County Division 
and Young Lawyers Division. 

Over the past year, and under the 
fine leadership of outgoing president 
Nancy Cason, the SCBA not only 
reached a milestone of surpassing 
1,000 members for the first time, it 
also conducted 32 section meetings, 
two general membership meetings, 
and the return of the Barristers’ Ball 
after a 17-year hiatus. The South 
County Division conducted 10 
meetings and the Young Lawyers 
Division met 20 times. And, we all 
should recognize and appreciate the 
tremendous effort that goes in to 
producing The Docket, which would 
not be possible without the able 
stewardship of Pamela Hernandez 
and Mallory Moretti and the many 
members and guests who contribute 
content to this publication.  

 Incredibly enough, all of that was 
and is accomplished on an annual 
budget of less than $400,000, of 
which about $160,000 comes from 
dues and the rest from program 
revenues and sponsorships. For the 
past several years the bar association 
has been running a surplus and it 
appears likely to run a small surplus 
this past fiscal year as well.

In the last few years, the SCBA 
board of directors has worked with 
experienced consultants to refine its 
strategic vision and to adopt more 
formalized operating policies so 
that future boards will not have to 
reinvent the wheel when they take 

SCBA NEWS

Your active Bar Association

Drew 
Clayton, Esq. 
Icard Merrill

SCBA  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

the leadership reins. In the past 
year, under the capable guidance 
of treasurer Mark Haskins, we have 
adopted more formal financial poli-
cies in order to ensure the responsi-
ble custodianship of the bar’s funds. 
As has been true for several years 
now, the SCBA’s accounting is over-
seen by Kerkering, Barberio & Co. 
and its audit is done annually by 
Cavanaugh & Co.  

Moreover, board member and 
governance chair Stacy Dillard-
Spahn has led the effort to better the 
SCBA’s governance practices, and she 
is working with Bonnie Polk, Susan 
Hines, Erin Itts, and Allison Archbold 
to update the SCBA bylaws for the 
first time in many years. In addition, 
the governance committee is work-
ing with an experienced non-profit 
consultant to draft comprehensive 
operating policies that should serve 
our association for many years into 
the future.

Over the next 12 months, we will 
have general membership meetings in 
November, January, March and May.  
In addition, a total of 40 section 
meetings are on the schedule, and the 
Council for Diversity & Inclusion 
will host two fundraisers. On top 
of that, the South County Division, 

led by Bryan Kessler, and the Young 
Lawyers Division, whose president 
is Brian Goodrich, will host their 
annual events and a comparable 
number of meetings. And, the South 
County Division will be hosting a 
golf outing next month.   

Lastly, one of the projects the 
SCBA is launching this year is a 
YouTube channel that will start with 
the Family Law Section preparing 
short videos to help educate the 
public about frequently asked ques-
tions in that area of practice. The 
logistics are being worked out as 
this is written, so more details will 
follow. If the family law videos work 
as hoped, then the board may autho-
rize more such videos from other 
sections. This is a work in progress 
Please stay tuned. And, if you are not 
already involved in one of the SCBA’s 
many activities, we encourage you to 
do so! We are lucky to have a great 
deal of talent in this bar association, 
and we are always looking for new 
ideas and future leaders.  

I am deeply honored to serve as 
the 72nd president of the Sarasota 
County Bar Association along with 
so many other first-rate members of 
our bar and I look forward to the 
next 12 months! 

MEMBERSHIP

The following represents each new member’s name, law school, 
year of admission to The Florida Bar, and law firm association.

n  Edward F. Brunicardi, Jr.: Rutgers School of Law; 2008; Lora L. 
Howell, P.A.

n  Guy A. Flowers: Stetson University; 2003; Flowers Law Firm, P.A.

n  Liliana Ibarra: Barry University; Expected Graduation - May 2020

n  Kimberly Muenter: University of Maryland; 2010; Law Offices of 
Kimberly K. Muenter

n  Hillary Ryan: Florida State University; 2011; Office of the County 
Attorney, Sarasota

n  Cory A. Stewart: Penn State Law School; Graduated May 11, 2019

n  Grissim H. Walker, Jr.: Florida State University; 1991; Grissim H. 
Walker, Jr.

Welcome, new members! 



786.256.3594 • RShapoPA.com
22 S. Links Avenue, Suite 300 • Sarasota, FL 34236

Experienced, Results-Oriented 
Mediation & Arbitration 

Martindale-Hubbell AV Rating 40+ Years 
Florida Circuit Court Certified Mediator
Arbitration: Party-Appointed Or Neutral

• Construction 
• Contract Disputes 
• Personal Injury 
• Commercial Torts 
• Corporations/Partnerships

• Trusts & Estates
• Banking & Financing
• Securities & Insurance
• Condominiums
• Real Estate 

• Complex Transactions

RONALD A. SHAPO, P.A.

http://RShapoPA.com
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION

Brian 
Goodrich, 
Esq. 
Bentley & 
Bruning, P.A.

YLD  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

Friends, pumpkin spice-everything 
season is upon us and the bar year 
is in full swing. 
On September 17, the Young 

Lawyers Division had a very 
successful Kickoff Event at Marina 
Jack. First and foremost, a huge 
thanks to Bank of Tampa for 
sponsoring our Kickoff! YLD events 
like this are not possible without the 
generous support of our sponsors. 

At the Kickoff, the YLD Board of 
Directors introduced members to the 
slate of activities and events planned 
for the bar year. The YLD Board 
also distributed a non-exhaustive 
list of SCBA mentors (subdivided by 
practice area and pre-approved by 
each mentor) to attendees. The goal 
is to provide a resource for newer 
lawyers—whether they want to chat 
about a substantive topic or discuss 
general issues regarding the practice 
of law with someone outside their 
firm. If you are a more seasoned 
attorney, offer to take a newer 
attorney to lunch or offer to act as 
a sounding board for ideas; you’ll 
be surprised at the impact it makes. 
If you did not attend the Kickoff 

This past month, the YLD also 
hosted a Second Thursday event at 
Brick’s Smoked Meats. Thanks to 
Brick’s for providing a free drink 
and light bites to attendees. Also, 
thanks to Alisa Heedy and Mallory 
Moretti for coordinating yet another 
successful Second Thursday. 

In October be on the lookout for 
the YLD Quick Chat at Mandeville 
Beer Garden. For the uninitiated, the 
Quick Chat is a speed dating-type 
networking event with a fun, casual 
atmosphere. Bring plenty of business 
cards and be prepared to connect 
with attorneys in the community. 
This is typically a very popular, 
well-attended event, so remember to 
RSVP early! Thanks again to Alisa 
Heedy and Mallory Moretti for 
coordinating the Quick Chat!

Finally, a reminder that the YLD 
is officially on Instagram! Follow 
the YLD @SCBA.YLD. Check 

back for information about events, 
event photos, A+ memes, and intro-
ductions to your YLD Board of 
Directors.

and would like a copy of that list, 
let me know. By increasing this sort 
of engagement between newer and 
more seasoned attorneys, hopefully 
we can create an even stronger bar 
association community.

A big thank-you to all YLD 
members who attended the Kickoff! 
I hope you all get engaged with the 
YLD and make it your own. 

Even if you missed the Kickoff, 
fear not—it’s never too late to 
get involved! E-mail, call, text, 

or tweet at me if you would like 
to take part in planning any of the 
YLD’s events. No previous YLD 
experience is necessary and people 
looking for all levels of involvement 
are welcome. Another great way to 
get involved is to write an article 
for The Docket. This is a free, easy 
way to get your name out in the bar 
association. Articles can range from 
substantive practice area content 
to movies or book reviews; almost 
anything will do. Feel free to reach 
out to our rockstar Docket editors, 
Pamela Hernandez and Mallory 
Moretti, with any questions. 

Pumpkin spice and everything nice

Do yourself a favor and head over 
to Instagram to follow SCBA.YLD! 

SAVE THE DATE
Networking Quick Chat

October 10, 2019
Mandeville Beer Garden

Holiday Party
December 12, 2019
Art Ovation

The 2019–2020 Young Lawyers Division Board of Directors gathers for a photo at the Installation Dinner on 
September 18.

http://SCBA.YLD
http://SCBA.YLD


SARASOTA CITY CENTER
SUITES AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

941.906.8688 • www.ian-black.com
STEVE HORN & MELISSA HARRIS

My TED talk and CV at www.mmpi-info.com

Expert Forensic Psychologist

Robert  M. Gordon Ph.D.
ABPP Lic.

610-417-0501
rmgordonphd@gmail .com

Osprey Fl

http://www.mmpi-info.com
mailto:rmgordonphd@gmail.com
http://www.ian-black.com
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SOUTH C OUNT Y DIVISION

Greetings from South County!  
Our annual installation dinner 
on August 27 was a great success 

with 11 members of the judiciary 
and over 70 other members and 
guests in attendance. The weather 
held out (barely) long enough to take 
a group photo of the South County 
Division, which will look great in the 
halls of the new courthouse. I would 
like to thank Chief Judge Bonner 
for installing the new officers of the 
South County Division.

I would be remiss if I did not also 
thank Commissioner Charles Hines 
for providing us with a brief update 
as to the progress of construction on 
the new South County Courthouse.  
To alleviate concerns regarding 
ingress and egress from U.S. 41, the 
county is extending the annex road 
to S.R. 776 so courthouse visitors 
have an alternative route they can 
take.  This is an exciting first step 
to the courthouse project and look 
forward to breaking ground on the 
new building soon.   

We have two great events sched-
uled to happen in October.  On 

Friday, October 11, the South 
County Division will host a golf 
tournament at the Myakka Pines 
Golf Club beginning at 1:00 p.m.  
There will be a BBQ rib dinner 
following the event for all partici-
pants. Hopefully the weather will be 
kind and provide cooler (for Florida) 
temperatures with a slight breeze for 
the golfers.  

On October 26, the South County 
Division will be participating in the 
“Make a Difference Day” program 
in Venice from 9 a.m. until noon. 
Make a Difference Day is a national 
event during which volunteers across 
the country unite for a single day 
of service. This is a family friendly 
event, so feel free to bring your 
children, spouses, and other loved 
ones to help. Please be sure to RSVP 
by October 11 with your shirt size 
as each volunteer will receive a 
commemorative t-shirt to wear at the 
event. 

Lastly, our Train Station Social is 
right around the corner on Friday, 
November 1. While confident that 
Skip Berg will have already circu-

Join us for “Make a Difference Day”  

Bryan 
Kessler, Esq. 
Berg and 
Kessler

SOUTH COUNTY 
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

lated flyers amongst all of us by the 
time this article is printed (probably 
more than once), it is a well-at-
tended event that allows lawyers 
and members of the community to 
enjoy a special selection of red and 
white wine. This event is not limited 
to lawyers and their spouses, but 
members of the community, clients, 
and other guests are also welcomed 
to attend. I hope to see you there.

SAVE THE DATE

Golf Tournament

Friday, October 11, 2019

Myakka Pines Golf Club

Members of  the 12th Circuit Judiciary and South County Division gathered on August 27, 2019,  for the Annual Kickoff Dinner where President Bryan 
Kessler and the 2019–2020 Board of Directors were sworn in to office by Chief Judge Kimberly Bonner. 
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NATIONAL BREA ST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Sue Hecker, Esq. 
Williams Parker

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month began for me in 
2012 with a rather surpris-

ing diagnosis of stage 3 breast 
cancer.  From that moment on, 
for the following two years, 
like way too many others, I 
was thrust into the big foreign 
land of cancer (a trip I had not 
signed up for, but nevertheless was 
on). What can I share that might 
be helpful to another lawyer? My 
perspective comes from practicing 
in a firm with many colleagues in 
my practice group. I was fortunate 
to be surrounded by encouraging, 
compassionate members of my 
firm.  I had the flexibility to figure 
out what would work best during 
this time, and we adjusted it along 
the way. For me, getting up and 
dressed, wrapping a scarf around my 
bald bean (or wearing a little hat), 
and heading into the office gave me 
strength and purpose. For much of 
the experience, I was able to work 
a reasonably full schedule, although 
I was able to adjust my schedule to 
recover from difficult treatments, 
and had the benefit of other eyes on 
my work when it seemed necessary 
or appropriate. And others in my 
practice group were gracious in over-
seeing my more challenging files.  

From this experience, I devel-
oped my theory of energy allo-
cation. It’s not shocking. We 
only have so much, especially 
when battling a health problem, 
family crisis or other life distur-
bance. Even when things are 
even and reasonable, our prac-
tices are demanding, and we have 
to keep (or sometimes just strive to 
find) our balance. While good habits 
can help us to muster up more, in 
the end, it’s not unlimited.  So I am 
learning to resist squandering it on 
anything unhelpful or unnecessary. 
Like anything worthwhile, it will 
be a lifelong practice that requires 
continuous reminding and encour-
agement.  

It was also during (or perhaps 

because of) this experience that I 
learned to simply quiet my mind 
— to let it rest sometimes.  Do you 
know how some things are greater 

than the sum of their parts?  Well, 
this is one of them.  It’s like a 
reboot. I wish I had known this 
all along, but I’m glad I know 
about it now. It has helped my 
practice (and all aspects of my 
life).   

And there was the compas-
sion and kindness of others 

— nothing else compared.  It was 
the most effective healer. I was the 
beneficiary of lots of it — from my 
firm, friends, my big loving family 
and those working and living in that 
foreign land of cancer.  

Sometimes, however, the experi-
ence was just plain exhausting, and I 
didn’t feel like being a good sport.  If 
this is being read by someone going 
through the experience, please feel 
welcome to call me.  In the spirit 
of full disclosure, I am known to 
bubble over about the importance of 
mindful breathing, or about a home-
made broth made with veggies and 
seaweed that restores what chemo 
sucks right out of you.  I will tell you 
to find and nurture anything at all 
that will make you smile or laugh 
because it is so incredibly healing to 
smile and laugh, and I might encour-
age you to try eating sweet potatoes 
because they are good for you and 
didn’t taste like a tin can. Or I could 
just listen.

Leslie Talbot, Esq. 
Attorney at Law

While in the middle of deal-
ing with breast cancer, I 
was sent an article, “Why 

I’m glad I got cancer.” The article hit 
the issue right on the head. Assur-
edly, treatments are daunting, but 
the experience also generates a feel-
ing of gratitude, an overriding feeling 
for me which was much greater than 
the horrors that came with cancer 
treatment.

I was diagnosed with triple nega-
tive breast cancer, a cancer often 

targeting pre-menopausal black or 
Hispanic women. Life’s twists! It is 
a very aggressive breast cancer and 
treatment, likewise, is very aggres-
sive. I had a double mastectomy, 
six rounds of chemo over eighteen 
weeks, five weeks of radiation 
thereafter, and final reconstructive 
surgery. I finished just under a year 
ago. 

Cancer is an adventure and one 
I would not wish on anyone. That 
said, IF breast cancer was going 
to be part of my life’s journey, I 
couldn’t have been better placed to 
deal with it. We were based in North 
Carolina and I had recently joined a 
women’s group. I was overwhelmed 
with the support I received, often 
from people who barely knew me. 
My husband rose to the occasion in 
ways I could never have anticipated. 
I was humbled by all of it. For those 
experiences, and the timing, I will be 
forever grateful.

There are so many things I 
learned. One, don’t ever hesitate 
to accept help when offered as it is 
a win for both parties. Two, don’t 
hesitate to send someone a note or 
otherwise express support for some-
one going through a tough time. The 
smallest of gestures are so appre-
ciated and will never be forgotten. 
Three, prior to being diagnosed, I 
was going through a difficult time 
with aging parents, feeling angry and 
resentful, and all of that suddenly 
paled to nothing. Perceived hurts and 
other issues that trip us up in our 
day to day life, disappear when faced 
with a health crisis. Instead, I realize 
very little is ever as earth-shattering 
as it first appears. 

Finally, I also learned each of us 
is so much stronger and resilient 
than we believe we are. I sought to 
focus on the humor of things I went 
through, sharing stories with friends 
and family. I thank Kate Halvorsen 
for the inspiration to look at it that 
way — it got me through so much. 

Cancer is a beast. But what l 
learned about myself, about the 
value of friendship, and about the 
joys of being in community with 
others, was so much greater than the 
pain of the treatment. I approach 
strangers in the grocery store or out 

SCBA members share stories of survival

Sue Hecker, Esq.

Leslie Talbot, Esq.
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See SURVIVORS, Page 13

shopping, women who are obviously 
going through cancer treatment, and 
talk to them. If I can be of any help, 
pointing to my now head of hair, or 
just reassuring someone they can get 
through it, it makes me feel good. 

Pay it Forward was my theme 
back as Bar President. I embrace it 
more strongly today. Again, cancer is 
awful, but looked at from a different 
perspective, learning the value of 
gratitude is irreplaceable.

 

Kate Halvorsen, Esq. 
Kathi Busch Halvorsen, P.A.

WHAT NOW? DX: Breast 
Cancer, Stage 4. When the 
tears stop and the thousands 

of questions about surgeries, chemo-
therapy and radiation are asked – it 
is time to think about your practice. 
While it might sound crazy, the tears 
fell the hardest when the doctors 
explained a side effect of chemother-
apy as total hair loss. The surgery 
scars are not visible to others, but 
the bald head is a certain sign that 
all is not right. Would attorneys stop 
sending referrals? Would clients be 
afraid to hire an attorney with a 
cancer diagnosis? So, thanks to my 
support system, Sherri Johnson, it 
was time to go wig shopping. First 
step — success. We matched my own 
hair so well that many failed to real-

ize that I was even wearing a wig. 
As a sole practitioner, the second 

step is assuring that your law firm 
will continue to exist. I had no 
other attorney in my office to fill in 
when the rough days hit, but my 
assistant of 23 years, Pat Horton, 
was there to assist. We set out to 
research procedures that may be 
in place by contacting Jan Jung at 
SCBA and Walt Smith in Court 

Administration. It was a huge 
shock to learn that there are no 
procedures in place. It was then 
time to contact each of the five 
Judges serving on the Family 
Law Bench to ask for assistance 
when short notice would have to 

be given to reschedule a hearing. 
It was not possible to file a Notice 

of Appearance for the entire TWO 
years of treatment, as you never 
know what day you might not be 
able to function at 100%. 

What might have been more 
surprising was to learn that there 
were NINE of us diagnosed around 
the same time period. Each on our 
own path and each receiving a vari-
ety of treatments in several different 
facilities. It was oddly comforting 
to see familiar faces and establish 
a network of others that you could 
freely discuss the difficulties in 
making it through treatment and 
managing to practice law simulta-
neously. I found purpose in waking 
every day and getting to the office. 
Focusing on anything but myself and 

O
ctober is National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. This year, 
it is estimated that more than 
250,000 women in the United 
States will be diagnosed with 
invasive breast cancer. Although 
rare, approximately 2,670 men are 

expected to be diagnosed with the disease. 
Excluding cancers of the skin, breast cancer 
is the most frequently diagnosed cancer 
in women. It’s the second leading cause of 
cancer death in American women (after lung 
cancer). 

Early diagnosis could make a life-saving 
difference. For now, the best way to find 
breast cancer early – when it’s small and has 
not spread – is for  men and women to go 
to their doctor right away if they detect any 
persistent changes to their breasts. 

Women between the ages of 40 and 44 
have the option to start screening with a 
mammogram every year. From ages 45 to 54, 
they should get mammograms every year. 

Women 55 and older should switch to 
mammograms every two years, or can 
continue yearly screening. Screening should 
continue as long as a woman is in good 
health and is expected to live at least 10 more 
years.  

In addition, men and women can take 
these steps to help lower their risk of breast 
cancer:

• Get to and stay at a healthy weight.
• Stay active.
•  Those who drink should limit alcohol to 

no more than one drink a day.
If you know someone facing breast 

cancer, tell them that the American Cancer 

Society is here to help them every step of the 
way. They offer access to free transportation 
and lodging when treatment is away from 
home, and can provide one-on-one support 
from breast cancer survivors who have had 
similar diagnoses and treatment plans.

The American Cancer Society also 
funds and conducts research that helps us 
better understand, prevent, and find cures 
for breast cancer – and all cancers. In fact, 
the American Cancer Society has been a 
part of many major breast cancer research 
breakthroughs in recent history.

During October, we remind women 
about the importance of breast health and 
celebrate the progress we’ve made. For 
more information, visit the American Cancer 
Society website at cancer.org/breastcancer 
or call 1-800-227-2345.

Learn About Breast Cancer

what was ahead made the days pass. 
Humor was also an import-

ant part of my own plan to beat 
the odds. You have to look for it, 
because nothing about recovery is 
funny. I would push my wig forward 
and ask Pat “do my bangs need to 
be trimmed?” The best was when I 
attempted to read one of my PETs-
can disks rather than waiting for the 
doctor to inform me of the results. 
Upon seeing the large black spots, 
I fell apart – it’s back!! Imagine my 
delight to find out that I was looking 
at my kidneys. MORAL: Stick to law 
and not medicine.

Through all of this, I discovered 
true friends. There are so many 
resources in the SCBA – use them. 
Don’t do this alone. Even a joke or 
a “this is BS” can get you through a 
rough day.

Beth Waskom, Esq. 
Muirhead, Gaylor, Steves & 
Waskom

It was February of 2011 and I had 
just run my first marathon feeling 
healthier than ever. As I sat waiting 

for the results of my mammogram, 
I was more worried about getting 
back to the office to work. I figured 
I would be out quickly. That is until 
the radiologist himself walked in. 

Kate Halvorsen, 
Esq.

http://www.cancer.org/treatment/supportprogramsservices/road-to-recovery
http://www.cancer.org/treatment/supportprogramsservices/hopelodge/index
http://www.cancer.org/treatment/supportprogramsservices/reach-to-recovery
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer.html
http://cancer.org/breastcancer
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Do you have clients in financial crisis? As counselors, we 
are obligated to work in their best interests. 

For 15 years, I’ve guided thousands of people through 
financial difficulties, including debt negotiation, 
foreclosure strategies, asset management/protection, and, 

as a last resort, bankruptcy. 
That includes filing more 
than 1,300 Chapter 7 and 
Chapter 13 cases in the 
Middle District of Florida. 

I will review your client’s 
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the available options and 
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They’ll thank you.

Let me help you help your clients

941-363-0800 · 1834 MAIN STREET, SARASOTA, FL 34236
sherry@ellisbankruptcy.com · ellisbankruptcy.com

Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

MEDIATION/ARBITRATION

Retired from the bench after 30 years.

mailto:sherry@ellisbankruptcy.com
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Continued from Page 11
He sat down and told me he wanted 
to get a biopsy scheduled as soon as 
possible, and had a great surgeon 
lined up for that Thursday morn-
ing. My first response was that 
I needed to check my work 
calendar. He stated more sternly 
that he strongly advised me 
to take the appointment. The 
day after the biopsy my doctor 
said the word cancer, and I went 
totally numb. Fortunately for me, 
my paralegal and friend, Pat Schade, 
insisted on going to my appointment 
with me. Pat took notes, discussed 
details with the doctor and scheduled 
my next appointment. I still have no 
recollection of the discussions during 
that appointment. 

Emotionally, my diagnosis was 
tough. I went through all the “what 
ifs.” I had two children in middle 
school, a great career and a passion 
for running. I asked myself the tough 
questions. Would I be able to raise 
my kids? Would I be able to earn 
money? Would I still be able to run? 
I dealt with my cancer diagnosis in 
a practical manner and treated it 
like a business issue. My law part-
ners, staff and I talked openly about 
“what’s next.” We decided not to 
say anything to anyone. Honestly, I 
was scared. I questioned whether my 
clients would still want me as their 
attorney if they knew.

Within a few days I learned that 
my cancer was close to Stage 2. The 
cancer was caught early. I chose to 
have a lumpectomy and radiation 
treatments. This meant my down 
time at work would be minimal. 
My surgery was out-patient on 
a Thursday, and I was back at 
work on Monday. Radiation 
treatments were done at 10:30 
every morning for 8 weeks. Our 
staff set alarms to make sure I 
was out the door on time to get to 
these appointments. For the next 6 
years, every 6 months, I spent a day 
at the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center 
and Research Institute in Tampa for 
testing. I was lucky, as my treatments 
caused little side effects. 

It took months for my thoughts 
to settle down. I began to accept 
help. I always hated to rely on 
anyone. I had always been the one 
people turned to. Now I needed 
everyone. I learned to accept cooked 
meals, friends taking the kids for 
fun weekends, and crying in front 

of strangers. Every time I go to 
Moffitt for my annual checkup, I still 
ask myself, did the cancer return? 
Despite this repeated question, I was 
eventually able to get back to my 

old self, yet with more determi-
nation to balance and enjoy life. 
My doctor constantly quizzes 
me about my stress level. Stress 
can speed up the spread of 
cancer and cause many other 
health issues. As attorneys we 

live stressful lives. Please find a 
balance in your life. If you or a 

loved one ever faces a diagnosis of 
cancer, give me a call. We need to 
help each other.

Donna-Lee Roden, Esq. 
Attorney at Law

PLEASE SCHEDULE MEDICAL 
SCREENINGS. 

As a sole practitioner practic-
ing in the area of wills, trusts, and 
estates, I regularly work with clients 
facing serious illnesses. Often clients 
will begin their estate planning when 
they are facing a medical crisis. Over 
the years, it has been very easy for 
me to prioritize client emergencies 
over personal medical screenings. 
My purpose in sharing my story is to 
emphasize the importance of caring 
for yourself first.

In 2014, I had not had a mammo-
gram in many years. With no 
family history of breast cancer, it 
seemed like a waste of time. Yet, I 
had noticed a dimpling (a narrow 

indent). This change combined 
with my lack of energy and low 
Vitamin D3 levels, I suspected 
that I had a problem. 

Two clients sharing the 
blessings of having their breast 
cancers detected early prompted 
me to schedule a mammogram. 

When I finally called RAVE in 
September of 2014 to make an 

appointment, they were able to 
schedule the exam for the next day. 
When I mentioned the dimpling, 
the exam was converted to a diag-
nostic and included an ultrasound. 
The mammogram detected a classic 
tumor which is almost always cancer. 

After leaving RAVE, I arrived 
at my office and received lots of 
support and encouragement from my 
assistant and friend, Alice. Taking 
care of my clients was an immediate 
concern. My schedule was clear for 

most of the next month because I 
had scheduled to be on vacation. 
I chose to refer new matters to 
colleagues and prioritize pending 
matters that could not wait. My 
inventory attorney was ready to 
assist, if necessary. On days that I 
would be unable to work from my 
Venice office, I could work from my 
home office through technology.

I chose to have a double mastec-
tomy (the cancer was bilateral) at 
Sarasota Memorial Hospital with 
Dr. Russell Novak on November 13. 
I had a hematoma develop which 
required a second surgery the next 
day. After my first surgery, I was 
cancer free. It took a few months to 
heal, but I was blessed that I did not 
require chemo or radiation. Oncol-
ogy follow-up appointments with 
Dr. Caryn Silver will continue for 
another five years because anti-tu-
mor medication is part of the treat-
ment plan. 

Rather than treating my medical 
information as a private matter, I 
chose to share my journey with my 
clients and my Facebook friends. 
After learning that one in eight 
women would be diagnosed with 
invasive breast cancer each year, I 
wanted to encourage everyone that 
I knew (men and women) to be 
screened. I was unprepared for, but 
felt truly blessed by and grateful 
for the outpouring of love, support, 
prayers and good wishes.

I will be forever grateful to 
my family, my friends, and my 
colleagues in the Sarasota County 
legal community who were there to 
assist me in any way that I needed. If 
you have been diagnosed with breast 
cancer, please contact me if you have 
questions or if I may be of assistance 
to you. IF YOU ARE AVOIDING 
BEING SCREENED, PLEASE 
SCHEDULE THE EXAM.

NATIONAL BREA ST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Beth Waskom, 
Esq.

Donna-Lee Roden, 
Esq.

SURVIVORS
National 

Mammography 
Day 

October 18
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Automation in the 
Court System
Regular readers of the Clerk’s Corner may know we 

enjoy our sports analogies. To that end we are happy 
to report that we getting closer to a touchdown 

for this football season! Among the many duties of 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court are the responsibilities 
to keep a docket and the duty to keep a record of the 
courtroom activity. This office fulfills 
this statutory duty by completing a 
Court Appearance Record (CAR). 
This record captures, in part, the 
party names, the type of event being 
heard, as well as findings and rulings 
by the court.  Currently, we utilize 
a manual paper process for creating 
the CAR.  

This month we have begun to 
ramp up the next level of automation 
in the courtroom. We are making 
strides towards the development of 
In-Court Processing (ICP). ICP is the 
real time capturing of courtroom 
activity while simultaneously 
updating the Clerk’s Case 
Management System. Benefits of this 
automation will include but are not 
limited to:

•  Ability to update case 
information in real-time (civil or 
criminal)

•  Ability to provide access to CARs for parties and 
agencies immediately and reducing the turnaround 
time in updating the Clerk’s public access database, 
ClerkNet with the Court Appearance Record. 

•  Ability to increase efficiencies due to automation of 
many processes currently done manually, such as 
the assessment of court costs and fines.

•  Ability to affix electronic signatures securely and 
quickly.

To kick off this project and position ourselves for 
an optimal implementation of ICP, we have begun to 
revise the current paper CAR. Revisions to the CAR are 
designed to complement the workflow in the courtroom.  
To ready ourselves for ICP we will begin using these 
new CARs prior to full implementation of ICP. You will 
notice changes to the layout of the criminal and juvenile 
CARs.  

• Highlighted areas
• Separate Juvenile Delinquency/Dependency records
• Sentence area
• Next Court Appearance
• Changes to the Civil CAR include.
• Type of proceeding
• Plaintiff’s / Defendant’s Motions
• Plaintiff’s / Defendant’s Sworn
• Court Comments
We strive to move forward in using technology to 

better serve our legal community. We hope that these 
modifications to the layout will add to the ease in 
accessing vital information that occurred during a court 
event.

CLERK’S C ORNERNATIONAL BREA ST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

CLERK’S 
CORNER

Karen E. 
Rushing 
Clerk of Court 
and County 
Comptroller

By PATRICK McARDLE, Esq. 
McArdle Law, P.A.

In 2018, over 260,000 women 
received breast cancer diagnoses, 
and more than 40,000 women die 

from the disease. American Cancer 
Society, Cancer Facts & Figures 
2017-2018.

I’m thankful for doctors who 
have saved lives with new treat-
ments, smart recommendations, and 
good medical practice. But I’m also 
dismayed, because every year other 
medical providers cause preventable 
deaths through misdiagnosis. In this 
article, I list the predictable ways 
malpractice occurs to breast cancer 
patients. After each, I provide ways 
to lower your family’s risk.

The most common type of medi-
cal malpractice claim in the United 
States is diagnosis-related failure. 
Insurance Journal, Misdiagnosis 
Most Common Reason for Malprac-
tice Claims, Studies Claim. https://
www.insurancejournal.com/magazines/
mag-features/2019/04/01/521799.htm 
[Accessed 17 Sep. 2019].

Four main categories of predict-
able errors continue to arise for 
breast cancer diagnoses.

1.  Failure To Take  
A Full, Accurate History

First, malpractice can occur if there 
is a failure to gather a patient’s 
full, accurate history. A patient’s 

individual history, family history, 
genetics, and risk factors are crucial 
to know a patient’s breast cancer 
risk. If a doctor sees a woman 
with specific risk factors, genetic 
testing is indicated, because of the 
increased risk of having cancer. For 
the complete list of risk factors, 
see https://www.mayoclinic.org/
tests-procedures/brca-gene-test/
about/pac-20384815

When a risk factor exists, a 
blood test will show whether the 
patient has the BRCA-1 or BRCA-2 
gene. These genes reduce the body’s 
tumor-fighting ability. It is the 
patient’s right to know these risks 
and to receive appropriate counsel-
ing, which is impossible if doctors do 
not obtain complete histories.

The best way to protect you 
and loved ones against this form 

of malpractice is communication. 
Ensure you know your personal and 
family history of cancer as described 
above is known, and communicate it 
to your doctor. Order a copy of your 
records or access them electronically, 
to ensure their accuracy.

2.  Doctors Not Ruling Out Breast 
Cancer Upon Self-Reported 
Lumps

Second, malpractice can occur 
when doctors do not rule out 
breast cancer after reports from 

self-examination. A finding from 
self-examination needs to be pursued 
aggressively until breast cancer is 
ruled out. Good medical practice 
requires a doctor on notice of a 
self-reported lump to rule out possi-
ble tumor. Low risk ultrasound can 
confirm the existence or non-exis-
tence of such potential tumors.

The best way to protect you 
and loved ones against this form 
of malpractice is to advocate for a 
definitive answer after discovering 
a suspicious lump. Insist that the 
area found upon self-examination 
be ruled out for breast cancer by an 
appropriate test, such as an ultra-
sound. If a doctor dismisses these 
concerns, seek a second opinion.

3.  Doctors Not Communicating 
Within The Team

Third, malpractice can occur 
due to failures to communicate 
between physicians. Fight-

ing cancer is a team sport. Many 
doctors, from radiologists to oncol-
ogists to primary care, are involved. 
As a result, clear communication 
within that team is critical. Primary 
care doctors sometimes fail to order 
mammograms with instructions to 
look at particular sections of the 
breast that are concerning. This 
lack of specificity can lead to fail-
ures to identify a tumor. Also, after 
procedures, physicians must commu-
nicate to know which areas have 
been addressed, and which must be 
continually  monitored.

This type of malpractice is partic-
ularly hard to prevent. The best way 
to mitigate a failure of the team to 
communicate is to make sure you 
ask questions to your primary care 

Four ways to protect against 
breast cancer misdiagnosis

See MISDIAGNOSIS, Page 19

http://www.insurancejournal.com/magazines/
http://521799.htm
https://www.mayoclinic.org/
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Can the law firm you refer your Personal injury 
Cases to answer yes to these 10 questions?

 1.  Does the attorney try cases several times each year?

 2.  Does the attorney have the ability to show you recent trial results?

 3.  Does the attorney have over 20 years of experience working for the 
insurance companies so that they have gained an insight into how to 
oppose and/or sue the insurance companies? 

 4.  Is the attorney Board Certified in Civil Trial Law?

 5.  Is the attorney AV rated by Martindale Hubbell?

 6.  Does the attorney have the financial strength to take on significant 
injury cases?

 7.  Is the attorney located in the 12th judicial circuit?

 8.  Will the attorney pay you a referral fee in accordance with the rules 
regulating the Florida Bar on every case no matter how big or small?*

 9.  Is the attorney available to speak with you at any point during the 
referral to give you status updates as you request?

10.  Is the attorney willing to take on challenging cases that other law 
firms or attorneys may not be willing to handle or would turn down 
due to the amount of work involved?

refer your Cases to the mallard law firm, beCause 
our answer to these 10 questions is yes.

damian mallard, esq.
Mallard Law Firm, P.A.

889 North Washington Blvd.

Sarasota, Florida 34236

(P) 941-952-1682

www.MallardLawFirm.com

*Rules regulating the Florida Bar permit a 25% referral fee 
without any involvement of the referral attorney other than 
making the introduction to the client. Any additional fees 
require court approval and involvement of the referring 
attorney in the handling of the personal injury matter.

MEDIATION
JAMES ROLFES & GARY LARSEN

BOARD CERTIFIED TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Let our 70+ years of Litigation Experience work for you.
We are available to mediate in all areas of civil litigation throughout

Southwest Florida. We have state-of-the-art conference facilities
centrally located at our Fruitville Road Sarasota office.

James Rolfes
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Profile Page:
dglawyers.com/attorneys/a-james-rolfes
Contact Layne to Schedule
941.552.4602 

Gary Larsen
Certified Circuit Civil & Federal Mediator

Profile Page:
floridamediators.org/gary-larsen

Contact Carol to Schedule
941.552.4606

DICKINSON & GIBBONS, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Established 1937
Gateway Professional Center

401 N. Cattlemen Road, Suite 300
Sarasota, Florida 34232

941.366.4680

Call To Schedule Your Private Showing 
941-924-8346 

www.RobbinsCommercial.com 
3733 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34239 

Serving Sarasota 
Since 1971 

Downtown Sarasota Office Buildings 
Ideal for Legal Professionals 

Center Pointe 
2033 Main Street 

 
Class A Office Suites 

400 – 5,600 SqFt 
 

Adjacent to the 
Courthouse! 

         46 N Washington Blvd                      1991 Main Street 
FOR SALE OR LEASE                     500 – 10,000 SqFt 

http://dglawyers.com/attorneys/a-james-rolfes
http://floridamediators.org/gary-larsen
http://www.RobbinsCommercial.com
http://www.MallardLawFirm.com
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NEWS OF NOTE CLA SSIFIED ADS

EMPLOYMENT 
Litigation Attorney – Bradenton: Grimes 
Goebel Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & 
Galvano, P.L. (“AV” rated law firm) is 
seeking an experienced litigation attorney. 
Candidates should have excellent research 
and writing skills, along with practical 
case management experience including 
attending hearings and conducting 
depositions. Candidates should also be 
proficient at Microsoft Office, Westlaw, and 
billing software. Competitive salary 
with benefits based on experience. 
Candidates should submit a cover letter, 
resume, writing sample, and salary 
history to jdanziger@grimesgoebel.com.  
Communications will remain confidential. 
We are not accepting third-party/recruiter 
submissions.
Personal Injury Attorney Wanted: EXPANDING 
PI FIRM seeks motivated attorney with 3-5 yrs. 
trial experience in Personal Injury. Must be 
able to handle full case load, be well versed in 
all aspects of PI from inception through trial, 
comfortable in court, and taking depositions. 
Must be member of The Florida Bar. 
Competitive salary/benefits. Submit resume to 
kathy@mallardlawfirm.com.

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD
To place a classified advertisement, call the 
Bar office or send an email to  
scba@sarasotabar.com.

n Leslie Wulfsohn Loftus of Loftus 
Law has been appointed to a third 
term as Chair of the Twelfth Circuit 
Local Professionalism Panel.

n Icard Merrill is pleased to 
announce that the following 
attorneys have been selected for the 
2020 Edition of The Best Lawyers 
in America®: Charles J. Bartlett, 
Michael J. Furen, Thomas F. Icard, 
Jr., Robert G. Lyons, William W. 
Merrill III and Jaime L. Wallace. 
Shareholder Charles J. Bartlett 
was also named the Best Lawyers 
2020 Real Estate Litigation Lawyer 
of the Year in Sarasota. Only a 
single lawyer in each practice area 
and designated metropolitan area 
is honored as a Lawyer of the 
Year. Bartlett was previously named 
Sarasota Construction Litigation 
Lawyer of the Year in 2018. 

n John Patterson, of Shutts & 
Bowen’s Sarasota office, and 85 more 
Shutts attorneys were recognized 
by their peers for inclusion in the 
2020 Edition of The Best Lawyers in 

America®. Among them are several 
partners who were also selected as a 
Lawyer of the Year in their respective 
fields. John Patterson was recognized 
in the areas of Corporate Law and 
Real Estate Law.

n Mark A. Sessums of Sessums Law 
Group, P.A., has been recognized by 
The Best Lawyers in America for 
the third year in a row for Plaintiff’s 
personal injury law and family law. 
Best Lawyers is the oldest and most 
respected lawyer ranking service in 
the world. It is the only purely peer-
review guide to the legal profession. 
Lawyers named to The Best 
Lawyers in America publication are 
recognized by their peers for their 
professional excellence.

n The Sarasota law firm of Syprett 
Meshad recently recognized Attorney 
Peter J. Krotec for 30 years of 
service with the firm. Attorney 
Krotec joined Syprett Meshad in 
1989, was named partner in 1994, 
and served several years as managing 
partner for the firm. 

Wanted:  
News items
Have you or a 
member of your 
firm achieved 
professional 
recognition? 
Have you hired 
a new attorney? 
Any other news 
of note? If so, we 
would like to hear 
about it. Email 
your “News of 
Note” items to 
scba@ 
sarasotabar.com.

Continued from Page 15

MISDIAGNOSISC OMMUNIT Y CALENDAR

October 11, 2019

Day of Caring
www.volunteersuncoast.org/dayofcaring 
813-274-0967

October 16, 2019
2019 Tennis Slam (Boys & Girls Club SRQ)
https://www.bgcsarasota.com/events/featured/oct-16-
the-2019-tennis-ball-a-grand-slam-event.html 
(941) 366-3911

October 19, 2019
Making Strides (Breast Cancer Walk)
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?pg=entry&fr_
id=94486
(941) 328-3756

October 31, 2019
Trick or Treat Bags (Meals on Wheels)
https://mealsonwheelsofsarasota.org/volunteer.html
(941) 366-6693

Looking for ways to give back  
to the community? Check out 
these opportunities! 

physician and oncologist. Ask what 
type of scan is ordered, why that 
scan is ordered, and whether any 
type of scan would be more targeted 
given the symptoms at hand.

4.  Failing to Read And  
Report The Test

Finally, many breast cancer misdi-
agnosis cases involve the failure 
to read a test correctly.  This can 

take many forms. A primary care 
doctor can perform an ultrasound, 
but fail to recognize the lump on 
the ultrasound. Reports may be 
inaccurate, or lost in the deluge of 
an electronic medical record. As a 
consequence, even with the right test 

ordered, the reading of and commu-
nication of the results can break 
down.

This type of malpractice is the 
most difficult to prevent. The best 
way to protect against this type of 
malpractice is to order and review 
your medical records after discharge. 
Sometimes, you may have questions 
that may lead a provider to finding 
a mistake occurred fast enough 
to make a difference in treatment. 
Additionally, make sure to pay atten-
tion continued symptoms even after 
a diagnosis and discharge from the 
hospital.

Hopefully, taking these steps will 
ensure you and your family get the 
best outcomes possible.

Continued from Page 3

TEENS
file motions, attend hearings, be 
their voice, and advocate for their 
express interest. This program 
ensures children are not punished for 
the choices their parents and others 
made. They need a lawyer, and now 
they will have one.

The Legal Lifeline for Youth 
Project™ is accepting referrals now. 
Please contact Attorney Janella K. 
Leibovitz at Legal Aid of Manasota, 
(941)366-0038 extension 102, or 
janellal@legalaidofmanasota.org for 
electronic mail.

mailto:mailto:jdanziger@grimesgoebel.com.
mailto:mailto:kathy@mallardlawfirm.com
mailto:mailto:scba@acun.com
http://www.volunteersuncoast.org/dayofcaring
https://www.bgcsarasota.com/events/featured/oct-16-the-2019-tennis-ball-a-grand-slam-event.html
https://www.bgcsarasota.com/events/featured/oct-16-the-2019-tennis-ball-a-grand-slam-event.html
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?pg=entry&fr_id=94486
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?pg=entry&fr_id=94486
https://mealsonwheelsofsarasota.org/volunteer.html
mailto:mailto:janellal@legalaidofmanasota.org
http://sarasotabar.com
mailto:jdanziger@grimesgoebel.com
mailto:kathy@mallardlawfirm.com
mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com
http://www.volunteersuncoast.org/dayofcaring
https://www.bgcsarasota.com/events/featured/oct-16-
http://the-2019-tennis-ball-a-grand-slam-event.html
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?pg=entry&fr_
https://mealsonwheelsofsarasota.org/volunteer.html
mailto:janellal@legalaidofmanasota.org


RETIREMENT PARTY

PLEASE  JO IN  US  TO  CELEBRATE  THE  D IST INGUISHED
CAREER  &  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  OF

WALT SMITH
1 2 T H  C I R C U I T  CO U R T  A D M I N I ST R ATO R

T H U R S DAY,  N OV E M B E R  7,  2 01 9
M I C H A E L’ S  O N  E A ST

COCKTAIL RECEPTION: 5:30 P.M.
DINNER & PROGRAM: 6:30 P.M.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES:
JUDGE CHARLES WILLIAMS

COST: $60.00 PER PERSON (INCLUDES BUFFET DINNER )

NAME(S): _______________________________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER: ___________________________________________________________________

Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota, FL 34230
or visit www.sarasotabar.com to pay by credit card

Deadline for reservations is Thursday, October 31, 2019
“No Shows” and reservations cancelled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced.

Please check here [__] if you have a disability that may require special attention or services. To ensure availability of 
appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs. We will contact you for further coordination.

Y L D  Q U I C K  C H A T

SPEED NETWORKING EVENT
Speak one-on-one in a fast-paced

format with young lawyers both in and
out of your practice area(s).

OCTOBER  1 0 ,  20 1 9  |  5 : 30 - 7 : 30  PM

MANDEV I L LE  BEER  GARDEN

$10 per person, Includes appetizers and one drink ticket

 

See www.sarasotabar.com for more details.

Sponsored by:

http://www.sarasotabar.com


Y L D  Q U I C K  C H A T

SPEED NETWORKING EVENT
Speak one-on-one in a fast-paced

format with young lawyers both in and
out of your practice area(s).

OCTOBER  1 0 ,  20 1 9  |  5 : 30 - 7 : 30  PM

MANDEV I L LE  BEER  GARDEN

$10 per person, Includes appetizers and one drink ticket

 

See www.sarasotabar.com for more details.

Sponsored by:

http://www.sarasotabar.com


Addressing Parties'
Emotional Needs in
the Resolution Process

Tuesday October 15th
Bijou Cafe 1287 1st St
 
Registration Opens at 5:30 pm
Dinner Begins at 6:00 pm
 
$35/Person
 
CLE APPROVED FOR 1.0
CREDIT HOURS

 

Register online at www.sarasotabar.com or contact us at scba@sarasotabar.com
Deadline for Reservations:  Friday, October 11, 2019

Karen Hildreth MA LMHC CCTP
Sarasota Grief Counseling

Learn to utilize
basic mental health
principles and
interventions in
resolving conflicts

http://www.sarasotabar.com
mailto:scba@sarasotabar.com


Water, Water,
Everywhere!

William J. Boyce, Esq., Senior Underwriting Counsel, First
American Title, will take a deep dive into real and potential
conflicts among land owners related to submerged lands.
Mr. Boyce will also provide legal strategies and tactics to

manage water related risks, including title insurance.  
 
 

Sponsored By:

Register online at: www.sarasotabar.com 

SCBA Real Property Section Presents

October 24, 2019
12:00 p.m.

Sarasota Yacht Club

http://www.sarasotabar.com


ETHICS, MULTIJURISDICTIONAL
PRACTICE AND RULE CHANGES

 BY THE SUPREME COURT

O C T O B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 1 9
S A R A S O T A  Y A C H T  C L U B

1 2 : 0 0 - 1 : 0 0  P M
$ 3 0 / P E R S O N

 
R E G I S T E R  A T  W W W . S A R A S O T A B A R . C O M

Sheila M. Tuma, Chief
Branch Discipline Counsel
of The Florida Bar will
present an overview of the
ethical issues affecting a
lawyer's practice, including
an overview of The Florida
Bar Disciplinary Process.
 
 

SCBA Business Law Section Presents



South County Division Social 
DESTINATION:    Historic Venice Train Depot 

                      303 East Venice Avenue 

DATE:                   Friday, November 1, 2019 

DEPARTURE:       5:30 PM 

This event is open to spouses, significant others and guests. 

 The Dining Car will be serving wine, beer and hearty appetizers. 

S O U T H   C O U N T Y   D I V I S I O N   S O C I A L 

Venice Train Depot  •  Friday, November 1, 2019  •  $20/person (includes food & drink) 
 

Name:  _____________________________________________  Check Amt:  _______________ 

Guest(s):  ___________________________________________  Phone:  ___________________ 

Email:  _____________________________________________  Check No:  ________________ 

 

Reservations Must Be Received By: Friday, October 25, 2019 

Register online at sarasotabar.com 

Or mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230 

“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of the event will be invoiced. 
  

____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.  To ensure availability of  appropriate accommodations, attach a  

general description of your needs.  We will contact you for further coordination.  

We gratefully  

acknowledge 

our sponsors: 

http://sarasotabar.com

