
2017 Family Law Seminar 
Thursday and Friday, November 16 & 17 

Delta Hotels Marriott Fargo, Mozart 
1635 42nd St. S. 
Fargo, ND 58103 

 
Reservations by attendees must be received on or before, 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 
1-844-802-9814 or (701) 277-9000. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Approved for 12 CLE credits 

Including 1.5 Ethics Credit 
CLE credit will be applied for in MN  

Agenda 
*Agenda subject to change* 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2017 

(6.00 CLE Credits including 1.5 Ethics Credit) 

 
8:00 – 8:30 Registration & Breakfast 
 
8:30 – 10:30  Litigate, Probate and Mediate: How to 

litigate, probate and mediate common and 
complicated issues involved in North Dakota 
family farms as related to divorce and estate 
planning  

(2.0 CLE Credits) 
Jackie Stebbins & Mike Mulloy 
 

10:30 – 10:45 Break 
 
10:45 – 12:15  Ethics (1.5 Ethics Credits) 

Honorable District Court Judge Steven Marquart 
with attorney Krista Andrews 
 

12:15  – 1:15  Lunch  

 
1:15 – 2:15 PartUs:  new divorce software to streamline the 

divorce process (1.0 CLE Credits) 
Krista Andrews  

2:15 – 2:30 Break  
 
2:30 – 4:00  Panel discussion on the enforceability and 

litigation of marital agreements 

(1.5 CLE Credit)  
Panel Members:  
Honorable Supreme Court Justice Jon J. Jensen; 
Honorable District Court Judge Douglas 
R.  Herman, Surrogate Judge M. Richard Geiger 
with attorneys Patti J. Jensen, Jerilynn Bratner 
Adams and Joanne Ottmar 

 
This year’s annual seminar will bring members of the State 

Bar Association of North Dakota Family Law Section to Fargo 
to hear relevant topics on a number of issues. 

 
 
 

 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2017 

(6.00 CLE Credits) 

 
8:00 – 8:30 Registration & Breakfast 

 
8:30 – 9:30  Negotiations (1.0 CLE Credit) 

 Jack Marcil  
 
9:30 – 12:00  Mediation Panel (2.25  CLE Credits) 

Carol Johnson, Sandy Kuntz,  
DeAnn Pladson & Betsy Elsberry   
(Includes 15 minute break) 

 
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch & Family Law Section Meeting 

 

1:00 – 2:00 2017 Legislative Update: Family Law Issues 
(1.0 CLE Credit) 
Betsy Elsberry, Lisa Benson, Jason McLean,  
Jackie Stebbins 
 

2:00 – 2:15 Break 
 

2:15 – 4:00 Getting the Most from Expert Testimony 
and Their Reports 

  (1.75 CLE Credits)  
Alisha Ankers & Sandy Kuntz  
 

5:30  Social Hour & Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

AGENDA AGENDA 

2017 Family Law Seminar 
Thursday and Friday, November 16 & 17  

Delta Hotels Marriott Fargo 
1635 42nd St. S. 
Fargo, ND 58103 

 

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY SBAND & ITS FAMILY LAW SECTION 



 

2017 Family Law Seminar 
Thursday and Friday, November 16 & 17  

Delta Hotels Marriott Fargo 

1635 42nd St. S. 

Fargo, ND 58103 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Highlights 

 

This year’s annual seminar will bring members of the 
State Bar Association of North Dakota Family Law 

Section to Bismarck to hear relevant topics on a number 
of issues. 

 
Topics to be covered this year will include: 

 

 Negotiations 

 Mediation Across the State 

 Legislative Updates: Family Law  

 Panel discussion on the enforceability and 
litigation of marital agreements 

 Experts & Evidence at Trial 

 Family Farm in Divorce 

 
 

 

REGISTER ONLINE at www.sband.org 

 
Please print 

Attendee Name_______________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________________ State _______________ 

 
Zip_________________ Telephone_____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration 

 

 

 

on 

 

Registration fee includes electronic materials, continental 
breakfasts, and lunches. Advance registrations must be received 
by November 15, 2017. After that, attendees must register on site. 
Cancellations must be received in writing 72 hours in advance of 
seminar to receive a cash refund; otherwise materials will be sent. 

Family Law Section Members 
____$225 - prior to November 16 
____$250 - beginning November 16 or at the door 
____$250 -  I am unable to attend.  
Self-Study materials will be available online at www.sband.org  
 
Non-Family Law Section Members 
____$300 - prior to November 16 
____$325 - beginning November 16 or at the door 
____$25 - I wish to join the Family Law Section  
____$150 - Non–Attorney (Paralegals, mediators, parent investigators) 
 
Enclosed is my check with the total amount of: $_______________ 
(Please make checks payable to SBAND) 
 
Please charge this to my _______MasterCard _______Visa 
 
Account #_____________________________________________ 
 
Expiration Date____________________ CVV2 ___________ 
 
Name on Card _________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________ 
 
City____________________ State___________  
 
Zip_________ 

SEMINAR MATERIALS 
 

Materials will be emailed to each 
registrant. No hardcopies will be 
distributed. You must be in 
attendance and sign the registration 
sheet in order to receive CLE Credits.  
 

THREE EASY WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

1. ONLINE  
WWW.SBAND.ORG  
 

2. BY MAIL 
P.O. Box 2136 
Bismarck, ND 58502 
 

3. BY FAX 
701-224-1621 
 

QUESTIONS 
Call 1-800-472-2685 or 701-255-1404 

http://www.sband.org/
http://www.sband.org/
http://www.sband.org/


PRESENTER BIOS 
 

 

Jerilynn Brantner Adams concentrates her practice in the area of family/domestic law. She received her 

undergraduate degree, magna cum laude, in 1990 from Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota and in 1993 

graduated with distinction from the University of North Dakota School of Law in Grand Forks. Jerilynn joined the 

firm in 1995.  Jerilynn provides a wide range of services to clients. She has litigated complex divorce and legal 

separation actions, paternity actions, postjudgment child custody and visitation disputes, and child support actions. 

She has also negotiated numerous divorce and custody agreements, as well as drafted many prenuptial agreements. 

Krista Andrews is a shareholder in Anderson, Bottrell, Sanden & Thompson, practicing in the areas of family law, 

estate planning, and landlord/tenant law.  She received her bachelor of arts from the University of North Dakota, 

summa cum laude, and her juris doctor degree from the University of North Dakota.  She serves as a mediator for 

the North Dakota Mediation Program, was appointed to serve on the North Dakota Supreme Court Joint Committee 

on Alternative Dispute Resolution, and is also a certified guardian ad litem, parenting investigator, and parenting 

coordinator.  She is also a certified collaborative law attorney, and is a member of the North Dakota Collaborative 

Divorce Group.  In 2016, Krista co-found PartUs, a divorce software platform 

Alisha Ankers has been a sole practitioner in Fargo, North Dakota since 1998.  Her main area of practice is family 

law, including custody matters, child support, divorce, paternal rights, custody investigations and guardian ad litem 

work. She has experience in juvenile court and complex family law matters. Ms. Ankers is a member of the Cass 

County Bar, Clay County Bar, State Bar Association of North Dakota and the Minnesota State Bar Association. She 

served as secretary/treasurer of the Family Law Section of the State Bar Association of North Dakota from 2005 to 

2013.  In 2014 she served as the Chair of the Family Law Section.  Ms. Ankers is a member of the American 

Academy of Matrimonial Attorneys, and a member of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts. She was 

named a Great Plains Super Lawyer in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017.  She has presented trainings 

on family law topics through the NBI and the ND Supreme Court.  In 2015 she became certified as a Family Law 

Attorney by the National Board of Trial Attorneys. Ms. Ankers earned her B.A. degree from Hamline University 

(1989) and her J.D. degree from the University of North Dakota School of Law (1992). 

Lisa Benson is an attorney and the owner of L. Benson Law, PLLC in Fargo, ND.  Lisa’s practice focuses on family 

law.  Prior to opening her office in 2014, she worked for over 10 years with the North Dakota Child Support 

Program.  Lisa worked as a Special Assistant Attorney General with the Fargo office, an Assistant State’s Attorney 

with the Minot office, and as a law clerk with the Grand Forks office while attending law school.  Lisa obtained her 

Juris Doctor with Distinction from the University of North Dakota, School of Law in 2005.  

Elizabeth (Betsy) Elsberry attended the UND and earned a Bachelor of Business Administration degree in 

Management, summa cum laude, in 2004.  Betsy also graduated with distinction from the UND School of Law in 

2008.  During law school, Betsy served on the Board of Editors for the North Dakota Law Review, and she authored 

the case comment:  Divorce – Spousal Support:  By Abolishing the Disadvantaged Spouse Doctrine, the North 

Dakota Supreme Court Reconstructs the Requirements for Rehabilitative Spousal Support, Sack v. Sack, 2006 ND 

57, 711 N.W.2d 157, 83 N.D. Law Rev. 1413 (2007).  After law school, Betsy clerked for Justice Carol Ronning 

Kapsner at the ND Supreme Court. She is currently a partner at Elsberry & Shively, P.C., where her practice areas 

focus on oil and gas and family law.  Betsy and her husband, Joe, are both originally from Minot, ND.  They have 

two sons, Jack and Luke.   

Judge Geiger received his undergraduate degree from North Dakota State University in 1973. In 1979 he graduated 

from the University of North Dakota School of Law. Judge Geiger was a member of a general practice law firm in 

Grafton from 1979 until 1987. In 1987 he became a county judge for the counties of Walsh, Pembina and Cavalier. 

Judge Geiger served as district judge in the NEJD with chambers in Grafton from 1995 until his retirement in the 

fall of 2017. As a district judge he served on numerous committees and was past chair of the Judicial Conference 

and the Personnel Policy Board for the judiciary. He is a past president of the ND Judges Association and the NEJD 

Bar association and has served on the SBAND Board of Governors. Judge Geiger chaired the task force that drafted 

the District Court Bench Book and has been its editor from 1995 to 2017.  

Judge Douglas Herman has been practicing law for 42 years:  22 years in private practice; 7 years as General 

Counsel of Great Plains Software, and the last 13 years as an East Central District Judge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Justice Jon J. Jensen was appointed to the North Dakota Supreme Court in 2017 after serving as a District Court 

Judge in the Northeast Central Judicial District. Justice Jensen began his legal career as a law clerk to Chief Justice 

Ralph Erickstad of the North Dakota Supreme Court and was in private practice for over twenty years focusing 

primarily on tax and commercial litigation. His publications include numerous law reviews and the North Dakota 

chapter of the ABA Property Tax Deskbook. He has been a frequent lecturer on taxation including the tax aspects of 

divorce. Justice Jensen earned his B.S. degree in Accounting from Minnesota State University Mankato (1987) and 

his J.D. degree from the University of North Dakota School of Law (1990). He is a licensed CPA in the State of 

North Dakota. 

Patti J. Jensen, originally from Fargo,  is a 1985 graduate of the University of North Dakota Law School.   After a 

short time practicing in the area of personal injury litigation, she has exclusively practiced family law for more than 

25 years.   She is a partner with Ron Galstad in the law firm of Galstad, Jensen  and McCann in East Grand Forks, 

MN working also with attorneys  Diane Schull and Jessica West Jensen in the area of family law.    
Carol Emily Johnson (caroljohnson@northdakotalaw.net) joined the firm in 1983 upon graduation with distinction 

from the UND School of Law. Her undergraduate degree was also obtained at UND, graduating magna cum laude in 

1980. She is licensed to practice in North Dakota and Minnesota. Carol’s practice is dedicated exclusively to 

domestic relations law, representing clients in divorce/custody/paternity proceedings, drafting pre-nuptial/post-

nuptial/cohabitation agreements, and handling post-judgment proceedings. She also serves as a court appointed 

custody/parenting time investigator, providing testimony to the court on a regular basis relative to the best interests 

of children. A large part of her practice includes mediation/alternative dispute resolution services, which is a very 

effective manner in which to achieve resolution of family related issues. She has been a mediator for the North 

Dakota Mediation Program since its inception. 

Sandra Kuntz After 20 years of practicing and managing a large firm, Sandra K. Kuntz established Legal Edge 

Solutions, PLLC, in 2012, as the first dedicated conflict resolution center in southwest North Dakota. Ms. Kuntz 

graduated summa cum laude from the University of North Dakota with a B.S. degree in public administration and 

received her J.D. degree, with distinction, from UND School of Law.  She is licensed to practice law in the States of 

North Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana.  She has focused her career continuing to provide legal services in the 

areas of family law, estate planning, real estate, oil and gas, and also currently serves the cities of Medora and 

Belfield as their municipal attorney.  Ms. Kuntz is a qualified neutral for family law, oil and gas, and civil 

mediation, as well as a certified guardian ad litem, parenting investigator, and parent coordinator.  Since she began 

her career in 1994, Sandra has and continues to serve as a mentor and faculty for multiple Family Law and ADR 

conferences, and currently serves on the North Dakota Disciplinary Board. Her philanthropy interests have driven 

her to setup and work with several non-profit organizations covering such areas as assisting wounded veterans, 

thoroughbred rescue and adoption, youth rodeo, and the county fair association. 

Jack G. Marcil received Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees from the University of North Dakota 

and went on to receive a Juris Doctor degree from the University of North Dakota School of Law. He joined 

Serkland Law Firm in 1969 and has been a trial lawyer since that time. Mr. Marcil has been certified as a trial 

advocate by the National Board of Trial Advocacy since 1980. He is a qualified neutral arbitrator and mediator in 

both Minnesota and North Dakota and has spoken at many seminars on the subjects of arbitration and mediation. His 

areas of practice are litigation dealing with personal injury, wrongful death claims, defense of medical and legal 

malpractice, school board matters, construction, and commercial disputes. 

Judge Steven L. Marquart graduated from the UND School of Law, with distinction.  He was a clerk for Federal 

Judge Paul Benson, and practiced law for 23 years when he was elected as an East Central District Judge in 2004 

Jason McLean joined Gjesdahl Law, P.C. in 2003.  His practice is exclusively devoted to helping families transition 

and grow.  Jason handles family law cases of all sizes and types, often involving children.  He also handles many 

adoption matters, both agreed upon and contested. 

Micheal A. Mulloy is a lawyer with Stebbins Mulloy, LLC in Bismarck, North Dakota.  Micheal was admitted to 

the North Dakota Bar in 2012.  He is licensed to practice in all North Dakota state courts, including the North 

Dakota Supreme Court, and the U.S. District Court for the District of North Dakota.  Micheal focuses his practice in 

the areas of family law, land transactions, zoning disputes, real estate litigation, contracts, estate planning, and 

probate. In 2012, Micheal graduated in the top 15% of his class at the University of Kansas School of Law with his 

juris doctor.   

Joanne H. Ottmar practices law with her husband and son in the law firm of Ottmar & Ottmar, P.C. in Jamestown, 

ND.  Her primary practice areas have included family law, Social Security Disability law and civil litigation.  Ms. 

Ottmar received her B.S. and J.D. degrees from the University of North Dakota.  She has 25 years of experience 

practicing alternative dispute resolution in the areas of arbitration and mediation.  Ms. Ottmar is a Fellow in the 

American College of Trial Lawyers and past president of the North Dakota Family Law Section. 

 

 

mailto:caroljohnson@northdakotalaw.net


DeAnn M. Pladson was raised in Fargo, North Dakota.  She received her undergraduate degree from Moorhead 

State University in 1989, and was graduated from the UND School of Law in 1992.  DeAnn began her career as a 

solo practitioner and joined the Maring Williams Law Office in 1997 and became a shareholder in 2001.  In 2010 

DeAnn started her own law firm, Pladson Law Office, P.L.L.C. and focuses on all areas of family law.    DeAnn is 

licensed to practice in North Dakota and Minnesota and currently practices in all complex family law litigation 

areas, and provides mediation and collaborative law services. DeAnn is a member of the Family Law Section in both 

Minnesota and North Dakota. 

Jackie M. Stebbins is a partner with Stebbins Mulloy, LLC, in Bismarck North Dakota and is originally from 

Bowman, North Dakota.  Jackie focuses her practice in the areas of family law, criminal defense, employment law 

and civil litigation.  Jackie graduated with distinction from the University of  North Dakota School of Law in 2009.  

Jackie has been awarded the nationally ranked top 10 under 40 attorney award by the National Academy of Criminal 

Defense Attorneys and the nationally ranked top 10 under 40 award by the National Academy of Family Law 

Attorneys; was named to Super Lawyers Rising Stars in 2013, 2015-2017; was named to the National Trial Lawyers 

Top 40 under 40 in 2014-2017 and was named to the Bismarck Tribune’s 40 under 40 and Prairie Business 

Magazine’s top 40 under 40 business leaders, in 2011. 


