Remembering the Past

Leading the Future

Historical Perspective
Introduction
How does one express the passion and drive
of economic development into a short,
historical

narrative?

It’s

practically

impossible. Generations worked to improve
their

local

communities

and

state

by

addressing needs and issues relevant to their
times. The results often varied during those
periods – from the economic, to political, and
altruistic. The experiences and backgrounds
of leaders added to the complexity of what
was best locally, regionally, or statewide.
Initially

the

South

Carolina

Industrial

Developers Association, the South Carolina
Economic Developers’ Association (SCEDA)
was formed to help facilitate and strengthen
the conversation at every level throughout
the Palme*o State.

To create not only a

voice, but also a network of dedicated leaders
commi*ed in growing a positive economic
and cultural life for all South Carolinians.
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Early Years of Economic Development
SCEDA’s creation 50 years ago was at a time
when

basic

principles

economic

were

just

development

being

formalized.

Decades earlier in the early 20th Century, the
concept

of

economic

development

was

slowly being created and occurring at local
chambers of commerce.
leaders

were

mostly

These private
focused

on

the

development of new revenues for their
enterprises and accessing untapped markets.
With the limits of communications and
transportation

during

this

era,

it

was

advantageous having industrial customers
closer to a company’s primary operations.
Providing a justiﬁcation to locate into South
Carolina’s markets was the challenge.
These economic development trailblazers
State Marke ng Material: 1951 Excerpt

yielded mixed results because the leadership
from local chambers realized it took more
than just savvy marketing to a*ract new
business.
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They had to develop new relationships for
these

opportunities

expositions,
contacts.

and

by

a*ending

leveraging

trade

personal

By the end of the eﬀorts, the

ultimate eﬀort involved making a logical
case to prospective businesses to invest in
the

community.

To

support

their

recruitment, some local chambers created
materials highlighting community assets –
transportation

systems,

existing

manufacturing

businesses,

“jobbing

enterprises”

(today

know

as

available

workforce and training) and quality of life.
Successful eﬀorts were not only done by
communities that had the assets, but the
leadership who could eﬀectively market and
communicate those commercial advantages.
The 20th century was a century of rapid
technological change and businesses were
promptly adapting to the improved methods
of

communications,

transportation.

manufacturing,

and

Governor Carroll Campbell, BMW Announcement
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This change also required states to be
proactive in their economic formation and
a*empted to create a stable economy.
Following the First World War, public and
private leaders developed state-lead entities
to promote South Carolina’s business and
agricultural products.

As it a*racted the

support and ﬁnancial backing of state
government, South Carolina’s ﬂagship entity
evolved.
Thomas J. Ford, 1965 SCEDA
President

First known as the State Planning Board
(1938), it evolved into the Research, Planning
and Development Board (1945) and ﬁnally
the State Development Board (1954).
These state entities initially focused on
stimulating

economic

activity

in

South

Carolina, but by the time it formally became
the State Development Board, the mission
changed to what is commonly seen in
Lee McClure, 1966 SCEDA
President

economic

development

–

to

foster

development activity that will sustain the
state’s economy and a*ract industry.
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50 Years Ago
When SCEDA started in 1965, the state and
local communities were experiencing strong
industrial recruitment success, leveraging
the

numerous

assets

found in South Carolina.
Economic

developers

worked to help create
essential beneﬁts during
this period, including a
healthy state and local
collaboration,

a

commitment

to

transportation

and

creating

a

friendly

environment.

The

state’s

business
Special

Special Schools: Technical Educa on Programs across South Carolina - 1965

Schools, a precursor to today’s readySC
program, provided essential training to
prepare workers employed in the growing
manufacturing workforce.
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The time and eﬀort to develop this ideal
mix made it successful for numerous
industries locating in South Carolina.

It

was not just textile and agriculture related
products locating in the state, but other
targeted industries, such as synthetic
ﬁbers,

chemical,

food

processing,

electronics and watch making. Many other
manufacturers leveraged South Carolina’s
strengths to produce other products - such
as vending machines, welding apparatus,
golf balls, gears, cables, zippers and dolls and helped to broaden the stateʹs economic
Freedom Weekend Alo-, Greenville County

base.

A

pro-business

environment,

especially towards manufacturing, was
encapsulated by a company’s quote from
1965:
South Carolina has an a itude that says,
‘YOU’RE WELCOME’.
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It was 50 years ago that the economic
development community moved the Palme*o
State from one dominated by agriculture and
textiles to one supporting a diversiﬁed,
industrial economy.
the

late

1950s,

professionals
economic

Starting in
dedicated

reﬁned
principals

the
utilized

today, which include, but not
limited to, objective community
data, qualiﬁed sites and buildings
for

industry,

and

a

reliable

workforce.

SC Department of Commerce Marke ng Event

By 1965, more than half of South
Carolina’s industrial workers were in nontextile related jobs, and the state broke its
own single year record by having a total
investments exceed $600 million (over $4.47
billion

in

2015

dollars)

and

a

record

employment ﬁgure of 26,447 new jobs. The
economic development teamwork yielded
results.
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Legacy
From these successes leading into 1965,
SCEDA’s formation supported and enhanced
South

Carolina’s

economic

development

community. Vibrant economic markets and
challenging recessions were experienced over
the

years

while

dedicated

members

collaborated in addressing essential issues.
The association acted as a

voice that

addressed local and state needs for a robust
economy.
This book highlights what occurred across
South Carolina since 1965 and the positive
results of members past and present. SCEDA
is proud to serve and support in the economic
development of South Carolina these past 50
years. Many of its members and leaders were
instrumental in the successes highlighted in
this book. We welcome you to reﬂect upon
the commitment that these men and women
Special thanks to SCEDA Member
Tony Smith, SCCED, for researching and
wri ng this historical perspec ve.

exempliﬁed in service of their communities,
and

to

consider the

roll

of

economic

development today for South Carolina’s
future.

Celebrating Success
1965
South Carolina Industrial Developers
Association created
1965
Eastman Chemicals opens facility in
Calhoun County.
1966
The ﬁrst containership calls on the Port
of Charleston.
SC State Ports Authority

1968
General Electric opens a turbine facility in
Greenville County.
1968
Kimberly-Clark opens a production
facility in Aiken County.
1969
Federal approval to extend I-77 south to
Columbia from Charlo*e.
1971
Michelin makes ﬁrst investment in South
Carolina.

Michelin

Celebrating Success
1971
Timken opens its ﬁrst South Carolina plant in
Spartanburg County.
1972
Act 1268 establishes the State Board for
Technical and Comprehensive Education.
1974
Robert Bosch establishes a manufacturing
facility in Dorchester County.
FedEx, Florence County

1978
GlaxoSmithKline’s Aiken manufacturing
facility established.
1984
ʺSmiling Faces, Beautiful Placesʺ campaign is
launched.
1985
SCIDA becomes South Carolina Economic
Developers’ Association.
1987
FILOT incentive is passed into law in South
Carolina.

Celebrating Success
1988
Fuji Photo Film announced in Greenwood
County.
1991
Wal-Mart announces plans for a
distribution facility in Laurens County.
1991
Hoﬀmann-La Roche opens facility in
Florence County.
1992
BMW breaks ground on its ﬁrst
manufacturing facility outside Germany in
Spartanburg County.

Fuji Announcement, Greenwood County

1993
South Carolina Development Board
becomes the South Carolina Department of
Commerce.
1995
Enterprise Zone legislation passed into
law.
1995
Nucor Steel locates a recycling plant in
Berkeley County.

BMW Plant, Greer, SC

Celebrating Success
1996
UPS opens its Southeast air hub at the
Columbia Metropolitan Airport.
1996
The South Carolina National Heritage
Corridor is established.

UPS announcement, Lexington County

1997
Honda announces plans for an ATV
manufacturing facility in Florence County.
1997
BorgWarner announces plant in Oconee
County.
1997
Bridgestone-Firestone announces in Aiken
County.

McCormick, SC

2000
Haier opens a manufacturing facility in
Kershaw County.
2001
Harbor Freight Tools establishes a
distribution center in Dillon County.

Celebrating Success
2002
Endowed Chairs Program is created.
2004
Alenia Aeronautica and Vought announce a
joint venture to build components for
Boeing’s new 787 Dreamliner in North
Charleston.
2004
Savannah River given National Lab status one of only twelve in the United States.
2005
Arthur Ravenel Bridge opens with clearance
of 186 feet.

Starbucks Announcement,
Calhoun County

2006
Starbucks announces facility in Calhoun
County.
2007
Google announces plans to build a data
center in Berkeley County.
2007
Walgreens announces distribution center in
Anderson County.

Walgreens announcement,
Anderson County

Celebrating Success
2008
Monster breaks ground on customer service
facility in Florence County.
2009
Boeing announces a 787 assembly site at its
North Charleston facility.

Downtown Greer, SC

2009
readySC™ trains its 250,000th South
Carolinian.
2010
First Quality makes South Carolina’s largest
investment on record in Anderson.
2010
South Carolina Department of Education and
Workforce is created.
2011
Bridgestone announces $1.2 billion
investment in Aiken County.

BorgWarner, Oconee County

2011
Continental Tire The Americas announces
$500 million investment in Sumter County.

Celebrating Success
2012
State Ports Authority announces plans to
build the Inland Port in Greer.
2012
Michelin announces plans for an additional
plant in Anderson County.
2014
Giti Tire announces investment of $1 billion
in Chester County.

Starbucks Site, Calhoun County

2014
SC Department of Commerce announces
$5.088 billion in capital investment and 19,020
jobs for the year.
2014
Toray Industries announces $1 billion
investment in Spartanburg County.
2015
Mercedes-Benz Vans announces plans to
build new plant in Charleston County.
2015
SCEDA celebrates its 50th Anniversary.

SC Department of Commerce Pavilion

Past Presidents
1965 Thomas J. Ford

1990-91 C. Frank Lewis

1966 Lee McClure

1991-92 Peter H. Arnoti

1967 W.V. Coley

1992-93 April C. Lucas

Tom Kelly
1968 E. C. Taylor
1969 David W. Morrison

1993-94 H.A. “Buzz” Pleming
1994-95 Mark G. Simmons, CED
Jimmy Ward, Interim

1970 Brady McKay

1995-96 Walter E. Harris, CED

1971 B. B. Cole, Jr.

1996-97 Fred E. Humes

1972 J. Cooper Shackelford

1997-98 Les Pritchard

1973 Howard T. Leiter

1998-99 J. Mark Farris, CED

1974 Jim Throgmorton

1999-00 Ralph U. Thomas

1975 Dan B. Mackey, II

2000-01 David T. Ginn, CED

1976 John W. Nu*

2001-02 Donna L. West-Barnhill

1977 C. Ronald Coward

2002-03 Mark L. Williams, CED

1978 George F. Styron, Jr.

2003-04 Charlton L. “Chuck” Whipple, SCCED

1979 Ed Boyer

2004-05 Beverly B. Frost

1980 Bill Millet

2005-06 Henry H. “Hal” Johnson, SCCED

1981 Tom James

2006-07 Deepal S. Eliatamby, P.E., SCCED

1982 Mary Mi*elberg

2007-08 Angela Lockman, CEcD

1983 Dale Blessing

2008-09 John Lummus

1984-85 David Jameson

2009-10 William T. ʺBuddyʺ Bateman, CEcD

1985-86 Margaret (Tompkins) Bass

2010-11 April A. Allen, SCCED

1986-87 Frank Macchiaverna

2011-12 Heather Simmons Jones, SCCED

1987-88 Dennis Shealy

2012-13 George B. Wolfe

1988-89 R. Carter Smith

2013-14 Jeﬀ McKay, CEcD

1989-90 Michael W. Campbell

2014-15 Jeﬀrey G. “Jeﬀ” Ruble, CEcD

www.sceda.org

