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COMMUNITY CHAMPION 
Sammy Macy’s  influence in the Lancaster Community spans across a 
50 year period. Sammy began his coaching career with youth 
basketball at a local church league in 1980. Since that time, he has 
coached over 90 basketball teams. At times, he even coached up to 
five teams during a season. In 1984, he started coaching softball at 
Camp Clyburn, a part of the Moriah Baptist Association. He started out 
with the boys and then eventually coached the women’s team.  In 
1996, Sammy began coaching soccer. This became his passion. No 
matter the age or talent, Sammy has always had way of bridging the 
gaps, treating everyone the same. “Every year, we can count on 
Sammy to call us to let us know that he was available to coach, 
anywhere we needed. Sammy has also been influential in the creation 
of several programs within the high school and local Moriah 
Association. 

COMMUNITY CHAMPION 
Mari Matamoros joined the Gallery 120 board in 2017 and immediately 
became an integral part, taking on the role of the gallery curator. Mari 
manages collections of a works of art and is responsible for presenting 
and displaying artistic collections, and producing 10-12 exhibitions per 
year.  Mari is a fearless advocate who is not afraid to use her voice and 
artistic talents to raise awareness of the importance the arts has within 
a community.  She volunteers countless hours to the gallery.  Mari’s 
efforts have helped sustain and develop an already beautiful Clover 
community, giving it a unique identity and showing its sense of pride, 
making the Town of Clover more inviting for all to enjoy. Gallery 120 
exhibits artwork created by artists who are professional and whose 
works are exceptional in skill and presentation. The gallery also 
showcases artwork crafted by students in our school district, from the 
elementary level through high school level, and works of emerging 
artists. 
 

PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 
What do you get when you combine a lifelong 
passion for parks & recreation, focus & tenacity, 
a keen sense of business, a can-do spirit, and a 
heartfelt concern about people and community? 
The answer is Ray Dunham. Ray, a CPRP, is a 
long-time active member of both SCRPA and 
NRPA, and since 2016, has also served as an 
Adjunct Professor in Clemson University’s PRTM 
program. Ray received his Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Recreation Management in from 
Flagler College, in St. Augustine, Florida.  Today 
he serves as Deputy Director and is directly 
responsible for an operating budget of over $4 
million for the management, maintenance, & 
operations of 3 waterparks, an indoor competitive 
swim complex, an ice arena, and more. He would 
be quick to tell you that his career 
accomplishments were never achieved on his 
own, but were a result of the strong and 
committed team of professionals he has had the 
honor of working with through the years.  From 
the lifeguard stand on the sandy beaches of 
Florida twenty-nine years ago, to the desk he 
now occupies as a Deputy Director & Special 
Use Facilities Division Director of GCPRT, Ray 
Dunham has carried his innovative spirit forward 
to improve the places he works, the communities 
he serves, and the people who work with him. 
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PARKS EXCELLENCE < 30,000 
Orangeburg Recreation Park, the City of 
Orangeburg’s new baseball complex, is the 
City’s latest facility with nine fields divided 
into two clusters with two towers, four 
batting cages, 1.9 miles of paved walking 
trails, picnic areas, and abundant green 
space. Sitting on 90 acres of land, the City 
can host all of its baseball and softball 
recreational practices and play, Dixie 
district and state tournaments, high school 
and travel ball games and tournaments, and college softball play. Each 
tower contains restrooms, a concession stand, office, conference room, 
and press boxes for each field. A picnic area with ceiling fans and green 
space also contains a restroom along the walking trail. A playground will 
soon to be added to make this complex fully family and pet friendly. 

PARKS EXCELLENCE > 30,000 
Berea Community Center  was originally 
a Blockbuster Video store until the 
company’s demise earlier in the decade. 
Renewed with life and activity, the new 
community center ties the neighborhood 
together as a gathering place, fitness 
center, continuing-education classroom, 
and cultural affairs hub. The center 
includes a large multi-purpose activity 
room, two smaller breakout rooms, a warming kitchen, ADA accessible 
restrooms, and a large outdoor patio and open space. It is equipped 
with Wi-Fi internet, a wall projector, and TVs to serve the technical 
needs of the community center. 
 
PROGRAMMING EXCELLENCE < 30,000  
This year’s Loris Christmas Program  was a much 
larger Program than the city had ever experienced 
before with 30,000 feet of Christmas lights, a “12 
days of Christmas” display on Main Street, 
mailboxes to send letters to Santa, reindeer photo 
boards, a speaker system installed throughout the 
city to play Christmas music, a 25-foot-tall Christmas 
Tree, the City Mayor in a tractor covered in 
Christmas lights, and Santa Claus in a firetruck. For a 
town with less than 3,000 people, the Christmas 
Program turned out to be the highlight of the year for 
much of the community. The members of the community came together 
to help with this project in ways that our department could not have 
imagined. 

PROGRAMMING EXCELLENCE > 30,000 
The Back to School Bash , hosted at the 
Springdale Recreation Center, a part of the 
Lancaster County Parks and Recreation, 
primarily serves the inner city population of the 
City of Lancaster. We washed the feet of the 
kids there, provided new socks and new shoes 
to around 800 kids, provided new school 
supplies to around 1100 kids, offered free 
haircuts from local stylists, did crafts with kids, 
distributed free books from the Lancaster 
County library, fed hot dogs, chips, and drinks 
to around 2000 kids and family members, and 
had many different community partners located inside 
and in our parking lot helping support our local families. It’s just the 
right thing to do! 

Congratulations 
To all of the 2020 Award Winners 

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 
Katherine Small graduated from the University of 
South Carolina with a degree in Exercise 
Science.  She has been certified as a parks and 
recreation professional, CYSA and Certified Pool 
Operator.   She was award the top 40 under 40 
by the Lancaster Chamber of Commerce.  She 
currently serves as the Central District Vice 
President and was a proud graduate form the 
2018 SCRPA LEAD Class.  Katherine has been 
described by other professionals across the state 
as:  “a true professional and an emerging leader 
in our state and country.” “Energetic, vibrant and 
ready to tackle anything” “An amazing young 
leader who will help SCRPA continue to grow”.  
Katherine has provided great leadership for 
Lancaster County Parks and Recreation. She is a 
team player and thinks outside the box. Her 
youthful fun personality brings a fresh 
perspective to the department.  Lancaster County 
is very lucky to have her as an advocate and 
leader in an ever changing and growing 
department. 
 

 


