
Water Environment Association of South Carolina  |  District Three  |  VOL. 32, Number 6 |  May 2020

Chair Rick Hiers
City of Columbia (803) 476-0955
rickey.hiers@columbiasc.gov 

Chair Elect Jesse Mefford
Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc.
(803) 779-2078
jmefford@alliancece.com

1st Vice Chair Stephen Sealey
City of Columbia   
(803) 545-0208
stephen.sealey@columbiasc.gov

2nd Vice Chair Gene House 
Joint Municipal Water & Sewer 
Commission (803) 785-3211
ghouse@lcjmwsc.com

Past Chair Chris Waddell 
American Engineering 
Consultants, Inc. (803) 791-1400
cwaddell@aec-sc.com

Secretary Liz Carnesale
Mead & Hunt (803) 281-8257
Elizabeth.Carnesale@MeadHunt.com

Treasurer Donna West 
Joint Municipal Water & 
Sewer Commission 
(803) 785-3232
dwest@lcjmwsc.com
State Association 
(803) 358-0658  www.scwaters.org 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2019-2020

Follow us on FACEBOOK @ Water Environment Association of South Carolina-WEASC 
And on Twitter @WEA–SC  Check out our Website @ www.scwaters.org/group/capital

Chair’s Column

dining room table! More than ever, 
I hope you are all doing well. I 
never thought I’d be preparing a 
Chair’s Column for which there are 
no past or future Capital District 
events or activities to write about, 
but such is the world we live in 
right now. Instead of being excited 

their should-have-been opening 
night, I was instead excited about 
personally scoring an eight-pack of 
toilet paper at Food Lion! Strange 
days indeed. 

I have no idea what to tell you 
about the District’s schedule going 
forward, but I don’t foresee a 
return to normalcy any time real 
soon. Rescheduling the March 
District meeting looks extremely 
doubtful, but perhaps there is a 
chance we can reschedule Family 
Night at some point before the 

really hard to say, but of course we 

will keep you posted on 
whatever we do.

One of our District activities 
that is staying on schedule is 
our scholarship process. The 
application deadline is June 1, so 
if you know of any students who 
may qualify, PLEASE have them 
apply! Scholarship information can 
be found in this issue and on the 
Capital District website.

With nothing much to report on, I 
hope you’ll allow me to get a little 
sentimental. First, I’d like to give 
a shout out to those of you who 
are truly essential and have had 
to keep reporting to work every 
day during the pandemic, and 
have probably assumed that risk 
without complaining. I don’t know 
how much you think about the 
importance and the value of your 
job, but times like these really put 
it into perspective. I know we try 

work fairly often in our association 
activities, but I hope the current 
situation has given you a renewed 
sense of your worth. Second, 
staying at home has given me a 
fresh perspective on what is truly 
valuable in my life. It turns out 
that if I have the basic necessities, 
some work to keep my brain and 
hands occupied, and the love of 
family, I can be happy without 
all the other stuff.  I hope you’ve 

Lastly, I hope you’ve considered 
those people who have been 
devastated by the pandemic, 
which may include some of you 
and your families. Please think 
about and pray for those folks, 
and help them wherever you can. 

That is all. Please stay safe, and 
I will see y’all on the other side 
of the pandemic.

 Take care, Rick



Meeting / Sponsor 

EC Meeting @ JMWSC TBD

District Meeting @ City of Newberry TBD

EC Meeting @ American 
Engineering Consultants

District Meeting @ Pine Island

2020
June 18th

July 16th

Aug 20th

Oct 8th

WEASC Capital District Schedule 
and Sponsors 2020

WATER & WASTEWATER  
ENGINEERING SERVICES

For a complete listing  
of services, visit us at 
www.allianceCE.com

• TREATMENT PLANT DESIGN & OPTIMIZATION 

• DISTRIBUTION & STORAGE SYSTEM DESIGN 

• COLLECTION SYSTEM DESIGN 

• AND MANY MORE SERVICES

Columbia, SC 
803 779-2078

Greenville, SC 
864 284-1740

Charlotte, NC 
704 527-4474

Bluffton, SC 
843 757-5959

Charleston, SC 
843 901-1074
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P & S Construction Co., Inc.

(803) 359-9334
Since 1972

127 Ridge Point Dr.
Gaston, SC 29053
803-608-4948 Cell
jleroyutilitylab@aol.com

Contract Operations
Maintenance

Backflow testing and Repair
LLHG Sampling

James LeRoy
Chief Wastewater Supervisor

Laboratory Services
UTILITY

 inc. 

Mark W. Gilbert 
Director of Sales and Technical Services 
2249 Hollingshed Road, Irmo, SC 29063 
Phone:(803)-732-5118  
Toll Free (866)-341-5766 
Web: www.caisc.com 
Email:  mgilbert@caisc.com 

COD Tubes for NPDES Compliance Testing 
100-position SmartBlock for COD digestion 
56-position SmartBlock for Trace Metals digestion 
5035 Soil Sampling Collection Kits 

COD Tubes FOR NPDES Compliance Testing
GGA Standard for BOD5 Testing
120 and 60-position SmartBlockTM for COD digestion
56-position SmartBlockTM for Trace Metals digestion

Gene House 
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SCHOLARSHIP NEWS! 

> Scholarship funds will be issued for 
tuition, books, lab fees, and class or 

school required materials.

> The criteria for the scholarship and 
an application package can be obtained at: 

www.scwaters.org/group/capital

> All applications must be received 
by June 1, 2020.  

 Submittal instructions are included 
in the application package.

degree or diploma with 
environmental emphasis?

The WEASC Capital District 
will be awarding up to three 

(3) $2,500 
scholarships this fall.

The Coronavirus pandemic has had a major 
impact on Columbia Water’s operations, and 
has altered the way we do business for the 
foreseeable future, as I’m sure it has for all water 
systems. The measures we have taken are 
numerous. First, only essential personnel, like 
water and wastewater operators, lab staff, and 
some managers are physically reporting to work, 
and they have been provided with masks, gloves, 
and hand sanitizer to protect themselves and 
others. Where possible, these workers are 
operating on alternating shifts to minimize expo-
sure between employees. The drinking water lab 

better protect the lab staff when they are out in 

compensation for those essential employees who 
must continue to work, and has set up an employee 
coronavirus testing protocol. Some personnel have 
been set up to access the City’s computer network 
from home so that they can work remotely. As far 
as the public front, no face-to-face interactions 
are being allowed, and no one’s water service is 
being terminated for lack of payment. These are 
just some of the measures that Columbia Water is 
taking, and most water systems are probably doing 
likewise, but if you have any additional or unique 
ideas that you are implementing, please e-mail me 
and we can put them on the District website 

Rick Hiers (rickey.hiers@columbiasc.gov)



Plan to join us for the 2020 
WEASC Meeting on 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 
at Pine Island  

The Best Tasting Water 
of the Year award 

will be held during lunch 
at this meeting. Don’t miss it!!

SAVE THE DATE

Due to the cancellation of the SCEC, all 2020 SCEC awards 
will be presented at the 2020 Operator’s Conference 

held October 29-31 at the Myrtle Beach Hilton.

News of Note:
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Marcus Bullock / Source Technologies, Inc.

 Joshua Pinckney / Richland County

Paul Carmona / Town of Lexington

John Newsome / Town of Lexington

Shane Roof

Allen Clayborn / City of Cayce

Nathan Chappell

Jason Blount / City of Columbia
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JOSHUA YOUNG

” ”
” ”

” ”

E-mail:
 Office: Fax: Mobile:

New Members!

•       Water and Wastewater Engineering
•       Civil Engineering
•
•       Environmental Engineering

Columbia, SC
(803) 462-5258

North Charleston, SC
(843) 628-3352

www.tcgeng.com

Looking forward to our 
annual golf tournament on 

WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 7, 2020 

at The Windermere Club 
1101 Longtown Road East 

Blythewood, SC
Look for details and registration 

information coming soon!

SAVE THE DATE
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Full service DHEC certified laboratory
Locally owned and operated
Waste water sampling & analysis
Drinking water sampling & analysis
After hours and weekend services

Main Phone: 803 781 4243 ~ Email: info@axs inc.com
Main Office : . ~ Irmo, SC 29063

Facilities in Irmo & Hampton, SC

WEASC Capital District Committee Assignments 2019-2020

At Large Member 
At Large Member 
At Large Member 
At Large Member 
Arrangements
Arrangements Support

Awards
Budget & Audit 
Membership 
Golf Support Team 

Nominating
Programs 
Publications
Rules 
Scholarship
Website 

Mike Teran / 803-730-4739 / teranm@rcgov.us
Anthony Self / 803-288-6285 / anthony.self@aecom.com 
John Epting / 803-758-4509 / eptingjp@cdmsmith.com  
Jamie Kelso / 803-758-4541 / kelsoj@cdmsmith.com
Susan Gossett / 803-951-4651 / sgossett@lexsc.com  
Barry Leaphart / 803-359-8373 / bleaphart@lcjmwsc.com 
Jimmy Wigglesworth / 803-622-9089 / 
Jason Fell / 864-377-5820 / jason.fell.scwsa@gmail.com
Jamie Kelso / 803-758-4541 / kelsoj@cdmsmith.com
Clint Riley / 803-254-4400 / clint.riley@aecom.com  
Phillip Dieckmann / 803-254-4400 / phillip.dieckmann@aecom.com
Jason Fell / 864-377-5820 / jason.fell.scwsa@gmail.com
Bill Davis / 803-603-8527 / bdavis@hmwengineers.com
Dave Johnson / 803-920-6209 / djohnson@hiepc.com
Debbie Crim / 803-462-5258 / dcrim@tcgeng.com
Madeline Zimmerman / 803-359-8373 / mzimmerman@lcjmwsc.com
Betsy Catchings / 803-791-1400 / bcatchings@aec-sc.com 
Jesse Mefford / 803-779-2078 / jmefford@alliancece.com 

  Please keep Andy Metts (Town of Chapin) 
in your thoughts and prayers 

as he recovers from a recent medical issue.

MEMBERS 
 IN THE NEWS!
M
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GGene House 



WEASC/DISTRICT THREE
121 Executive Center Drive, Ste. 115
Columbia, SC. 29210

Your Input Is Important!
Send your ideas/comments to Debbie Crim.
Email: dcrim@tcgeng.com or call 803-462-5258
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Columbia 803.254.4400
Charleston 843.767.4602
Greenville 864.234.3000
Florence 843.665.9166       

www.aecom.com

CREATING MORE EA SERVICES, LLC
Christie L. Weidenhof
Owner/Env. Systems Operator


