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Letter of Invitation

Downtown Rapid City

July 02, 2020

Selection Committee Member
South Dakota Library Association (SDLA)
Dear Julie Erickson:
It’s time. Time to realize you’re made for more; big things, small things, wondrous things. It’s time to carve
your legacy, rub elbows with mighty presidents along with great chiefs and be as free as the bison. It’s
your time to get out and Do Big Things.
Rapid City would be honored to host the 2023 SDLA Annual Conference. Let us introduce you to a place
that will leave your attendees awe-inspired.
Rapid City’s premier downtown district presents an urban scene unlike anywhere else with unique
attractions like The City of Presidents, Art Alley and the dancing fountains at Main Street Square. Explore
nature like never before with the spiraling granite of Needles Highway, serenity of the Badlands, wildlife of
Custer State Park and endless beauty of the Black Hills.
Rapid City is served by four airlines: Allegiant, American/American Eagle Airlines, Delta Airlines, and
United Airlines. We have direct service to Denver, Minneapolis, Dallas/Ft Worth, Salt Lake City, Chicago,
Mesa/Phoenix, Las Vegas and seasonal service to Atlanta, Charlotte, Houston. Los Angeles, and San
Francisco. Our airport terminal offers five nationally recognized rental car agencies, limousine services,
city taxis and shuttle buses for the convenience of your attendees.
Visit Rapid City wants to make your job easier and your conference as enjoyable as possible. To ensure
this, we are a full-service bureau offering assistance with registration and program planning. We also
provide name badges and visitor guides at no charge.
Enclosed in this binder are the bid proposals from the convention properties that can host your
group. We are extremely interested in being your host city for 2020.
It’s not just the attractions; it’s the accessibility, ample accommodations and first-rate facilities. Choose
Rapid City for 2020 and discover how every day brings a chance to Do Big Things.
Sincerely,

Julie Schmitz Jensen, President & CEO
Visit Rapid City

Tyson Steiger, Director of Convention Sales
Visit Rapid City

Why Rapid City & the Black Hills?

The Black Hills

Why Meet in Rapid City & the Black Hills?
When you come together in the presence of high ideals and stunning beauty, your meeting is
elevated to great achievement. In Rapid City, nestled against the Black Hills of South Dakota,
surrounded by enduring reminders of leadership, determination and resilience, any meeting of
the minds sees new potential. Do Big Things where meet and greets include the carved faces of
Mount Rushmore National Memorial and Crazy Horse Memorial. Find refreshment at the dancing
fountains of Main Street Square and fresh mountain lakes of the Black Hills. Expand your
horizons with breakout sessions set in mind-blowing landscapes like the ones you’ll find in
Badlands National Park.
With over 4,300 reasonably priced hotel rooms and facilities for 10 to 10,000, Rapid City has all
the meeting amenities you expect and some you don’t—like free on-site parking, free WiFi in
hotel and meeting rooms and free or discounted transportation service.
More than a place of abundant beauty, Rapid City is a haven for sharing meaningful experiences
that bring people closer together in pursuit of their goals. Attendees can enjoy Native American
heritage, free attractions, wildlife parks, hiking trails, golf courses and a variety of outdoor
recreation located within minutes of most meeting properties. Downtown Rapid City, just steps
from the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, is buzzing with new restaurants, boutiques, art galleries,
museums and attractions. Main Street Square offers a park-like setting for gathering and hosts
an array of events throughout the year.
Plan your meeting in
Rapid City and come face
to face with history, relax
in our natural
surroundings and discover
a place where granite
needles—not buildings—
pierce the sky. We invite
you to join us in Rapid
City to feel inspired,
motivated and ready to
take on the world and Do
Big Things.

Memorial Park

Rapid City Profile
Location:

Rapid City is located in Western South Dakota at the intersection of Interstate 90,
US Highways 16 and South Dakota Highways 44 and 79. The geographic center
of the United States is located about 60 miles northwest near the town of Belle
Fourche. Latitude: 44.08 N, Longitude: 103.23 W

Population:

74,048

Weather:

Less snow than Denver, more sun than Miami and Honolulu, warmer than
Minneapolis. Avg. temperatures: May to October, 73°; November to April, 42°.

Elevation:

3, 241 feet above sea level

Transportation:

Arrive in Rapid City via car, motorcoach or airplane. In-city transit systems,
shuttles and taxis provide easy transportation to wherever you may want to visit.

Metropolitan Statistical Area Population: 138,738

Time Zone: Mountain Standard

Accommodations: Over 4,300 available sleeping rooms, including convention properties.
History:

Out of a campfire conversation in 1876 by a group of discouraged prospectors, the
city of Rapid City was born and named for spring-fed Rapid Creek which flows
through the city.

Recreation:

• 1,500 acres of park land
• 14 mountain lakes & 400 miles of streams
• 400 miles of nature walks & hiking systems
in the Black Hills
• City bike trail measuring 13.5 miles along
Rapid Creek
• Seven local golf courses
• One area ski resort
• Over 18 miles of world-class urban bike
trails at Hanson-Larsen Memorial Park

City of Presidents

Meeting in Rapid City & the Black Hills

Custer State Park

HOST HOTEL
Best Western Ramkota
Hotel & Conference Center
• Largest convention hotel
- featuring 36,000 square feet of meeting space
- 15 separate meeting rooms
• 267 guest rooms including
- 30 two-room suites and three Jacuzzi suites
•
-

Upscale contemporary hotel
Comfortably accommodates groups up to 1,200.
On site award-winning Minerva’s Restaurant and Bar
FREE indoor water park.

Catering/Banquet Services - The Best Western Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center coordinates banquet
catering with Minerva’s Restaurant and Bar. Minerva’s offers a wide array of menu items for either buffet style
or plated meals.
Lodging
• FREE parking, FREE Wi-Fi in sleeping & meeting rooms,
FREE shuttle service to/from the airport
• All rooms are at the per night rate and DO NOT include taxes.
• Room rate is honored three days pre/post, based on availability.
2111 North LaCrosse Street (I-90 at Exit 59)
Rapid City, SD 57701
Phone: (605) 343-8550 • Fax: (605) 343-9107
www.hotelsinrapidcitysd.h.bestwestern.com

For additional property details, please visit us at VisitRapidCity.com

HOST HOTEL
Holiday Inn Rapid City Rushmore Plaza
Your conference attendees will know you've chosen
someplace special when they enter the Holiday Inn’s
impressive eight-story atrium. Filled with plants, the atrium
features a sparkling 60-foot waterfall and glass elevators. The
Holiday Inn Rapid City - Rushmore Plaza features 14,000 sq.
ft. of flexible meeting space, including our beautiful Dakota
Ballroom, which can accommodate banquet seating up to
500. An additional 250,000 sq. ft. are available just next door
at the adjacent Rushmore Plaza Civic Center.
Catering/Banquet Services - The Holiday Inn Rapid City Rushmore Plaza
offers a wide array of menu items either buffet style or plated meals.

Lodging
• FREE Wi-Fi in sleeping & meeting rooms, FREE shuttle service
to/from the airport, Guaranteed parking.
• All rooms are at the per night rate and
DO NOT include taxes and fees.
• Room rate is honored three days pre/post, based on availability.
505 North Fifth Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
Phone: (605) 348-4000 • Fax: (605) 348-9777
www.holidayinn.com/rap-rushmore

For additional property details, please visit us at VisitRapidCity.com

Getting to Rapid City & the Black Hills

Badlands National Park

Rapid City Regional Airport
At the center of the United States, Rapid City is easier to reach than you might think. With its
recent $20.5 million renovation, the Rapid City Regional Airport serves as the region’s premier
commercial airline hub with direct flights from eight hubs: Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Denver,
Las Vegas, Minneapolis, Mesa/Phoenix, Salt Lake City and seasonal service to Atlanta,
Charlotte, Houston, Los Angeles, Newark and San Francisco. With air service provided by four
major airlines, the problem isn’t getting here, it’s convincing yourself to go home.
•
•
•
•

American Airlines/American Eagle
Delta/Delta Connection/SkyWest
United/ United Express/SkyWest/Republic Air
Allegiant Air

Transportation
Our airport terminal offers five nationally recognized rental car agencies, limousine services, city
taxis and shuttle buses for the convenience of attendees. Check with your hotel about
complimentary shuttle service. For more information on the Rapid City Regional Airport go to
RapAirport.com.

Air Service Map
AIR TIME FROM RAPID CITY TO SELECT AIRPORTS

Atlanta …….......................

3:00

Chicago ……………….......

2:50

Charlotte ……………….....

3:15

Dallas/Ft. Worth ………....

2:20

Denver …………………….

1:15

Houston ……………………

2:45

Las Vegas ………………....

2:25

Los Angeles ……………….

2:50

Minneapolis ……………….. 1:25
Newark …………………….

4:00

Phoenix/Mesa …………....

4:00

Salt Lake City ……………..

2:00

San Francisco ………….....

2:50

Getting to Rapid City by Car
Interstate 90 is the main route for driving to the Black Hills, but you can also enter the area on
East-West Highways US 16, US 18, US 212, SD 40 or SD44; and North-South Highways US 85,
US 385 and SD 79. The South Dakota Department of Transportation keeps all highways in
excellent driving condition, even during hard winters. For current driving conditions, dial 511 or
visit www.sddot.com/travelers.

Distance to Rapid City
City

Mileage

City

Mileage

Billings, MT

350

Salt Lake City, UT

730

Bismarck, ND

315

Sheridan, WY

250

Brookings, SD

362

Sioux City, IA

428

Butte, MT

542

Sioux Falls, SD

347

Chicago, IL

914

St. Louis, MO

955

Cody, WY

400

Colorado Springs, CO 472
Denver, CO

394

Des Moines, IA

616

Fargo, ND

577

Green Bay, WI

832

Kansas City, MO

697

Lincoln, NE

518

Madison, WI

773

Minneapolis, MN

567

Omaha, NE

513

Rochester, MN

575

Visit Rapid City Assistance

© Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation

Crazy Horse Memorial

Complimentary Convention Services
Visit Rapid City wants your meeting to be productive and successful, so we offer a wide range of
services to assist you.
Property Consultation
Helping you find the right convention facility to meet your needs is important to us. We can
acquire the necessary information from the various properties in the city to ensure your
requirements are met.
Attendance Promotion
We want you to have a well-attended meeting in our city! That’s why
we provide brochures to encourage attendance and promote
awareness of Rapid City and the Black Hills.
Program Planning
When the time comes to plan programs and tours for your delegation,
we can assist you with contacts and ideas. We can lend assistance
for spouse programs, speakers, entertainment, and pre- and postevent tours.

Tyson Steiger,
Director of Convention Sales

Publicity
Your organization is important to us, so we like to let everyone know
“you’re in town.” We can send a news release to our local
newspaper, TV, and radio stations.

Name Badges
To save time at registration, we can prepare your name badges in
advance. We need to receive the necessary information at least
ten working days prior to your meeting.

Registration Assistance
Experienced, on-site registration personnel will assist you with
distributing welcome packets and providing information about the
area. We furnish four hours for the first 100 delegates and two
hours for each additional 100. Time in excess of this would be
charged to the organization.
Welcome Packets
While you are in our area we want you to see as much as
possible, so we provide packets of information about our area for
each attendee.

Shelby Solano,
Destination Services Executive

Visit Rapid City
512 Main Street Suite 240 Rapid City, SD 57701
1-800-487-3223 RapidCityMeetings.com

