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LIBRARIANS ADVOCATE
Submitted by Kelly Henkel
Librarians from around the state
came to Pierre on February 16 to participate in the SDLA Legislative Day.
The South Dakota State Library was
also present and the two groups put
on a successful luncheon which gave
librarians and legislators an opportunity to talk about library issues.
The theme of the day was Libraries
Transform— SDLA used the ALA
campaign to highlight the importance
of libraries in the life of individuals
and the life of South Dakota communities. SDLA’s PR committee used ALA
materials for photo ops and the tables were decorated with Libraries Transform materials. You can check out the campaign and free materials here:
http://www.ala.org/transforminglibraries/
SDLA’s lobbiest, Eric E. Erickson, said that the luncheon was well attended— he estimated that about fifty legislators representing a range of political
factions attended the successful event.
After sharing a meal and conversation, librarians visited the house and senate where SDLA was recognized by legislators. The SDLA executive board
meeting was held at the State Library shortly after the sessions began. The
board discussed conference business, ideas for increasing membership, concerns about federal funding through IMLS, and topics from ALA and MPLA.
Members can find meeting minutes and financial documents on the documents page:
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The final event for the day was held in the Capital Rotunda. The State Library held an accreditation ceremony for the ten South Dakota libraries that
succeeded in obtaining voluntary accreditation. Each library received a certificate and a stack of Prairie Pasque books.
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The next SDLA legislative event is tentatively scheduled for mid-February
next year. We hope to see you there!

 March 15– SDLA professional grant
deadline

Photos on page 4

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
 February 23— Digital Learning Day

 April 1— Prairie Bud and Prairie
Pasque Voting ends
 April 1— YARP voting ends
 April 8 — School Library EdCamp

FROM THE PRESIDENT…
DANIELLE LOFTUS
It was SDLA’s Legislative Day last week. I talked to peers and colleagues and
mentors in Pierre. They had so many smart and reflective thoughts. We also had
a perfect opportunity to talk with our legislators about the role of libraries today. For me, the role of libraries remains fixed regardless of who sits in the
Oval Office; our core values and beliefs remain steadfast, and we remain always
ready to challenge any opposition to them. Therefore, I am including the link to
the Library Bill of Rights: http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
Legislative Day is also a good time to think about advocacy and action at the
state and local levels. Our legislative platform this year was a general call for
recognition of all our libraries in South Dakota. Our new lobbyist Eric Erickson
did a great job helping us build relationships in Pierre, and helped us understand how to interact with our legislators. He set the stage for us to get more
involved with advocacy in the future.
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This brings me to a topic that some of us have been thinking about: the future
success of SDLA. I think our success comes down to us getting more involved in
general. Throughout SDLA and with our partnership with the SDSL, there are
opportunities for everyone to build their own library community infrastructure.
By getting involved in committees, sections, and roundtables, and attending
professional development programs and the annual conference, members can
develop a support system of mentors, networks, and friendships. I encourage us
all to get involved.
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Finally, looking ahead to the fall conference in Chamberlain, there will be many
opportunities for us to learn and work together. The theme this year is “100
Years of Ideas, Innovation & Inclusion”. P.C. Sweeney, the Political Director of
EveryLibrary agreed to speak about how we can move from advocating for libraries to being an activist for libraries in order to build the public and political
support that we need to survive. Additionally, we are fortunate to have Shannon
McClintock Miller present. Miller is a teacher librarian and technology integration specialist. She speaks and consults around the world on education, librarianship, technology, social media, and making a difference in education and the
lives of others. I secured additional speakers that will address diversity and inclusion, leadership, and marketing.
There are more great ideas to come. Want to share? Have a discussion about
what libraries mean in South Dakota, and in the United States right now? Get
together with your peers informally, check the SDLA schedule for upcoming
events, or feel free contact me or the SDLA board anytime.
Sincerely,
Danielle Loftus, President
South Dakota Library Association
Professional Development Grants
The Professional Development Grants Committee is currently accepting applications for several grants. Two grants up to $450 each are available to assist SDLA members already established in the area of librarianship with the costs of attending conferences, workshops, or other
professional learning opportunities. Deadlines are March 15 and September 15. Two scholarships of up to $500 each are available to assist SDLA members with the costs of professional
education in the field of librarianship. Deadline is May 15. Two SDLA Conference grants are
available to defray costs of registration, travel, and hotel expenses, etc.. Grants up to $400 may
be awarded. Deadline is 45 days prior to conference. Visit www.sdlibraryassociation.org/page/
grants for more information.

FROM THE ALA REP…
ELIZABETH FOX
ALA was busy and somewhat contentious at its Midwinter meeting January 19-24, 2017. The contention was primarily over two issues. While we
discussed many issues, I’ll discuss the two most contentious here and find
other ways to communicate the other work of ALA.
First, does the new executive director for ALA need an ALA accredited
masters degree or not? Arguments were flying over the council and other
listserves for a couple months before the meeting and discussion was rampant at the meeting. Ultimately, the next executive director of ALA will be
required to have an ALA accredited degree. This is the first vote during the
time I’ve been representing you that has been so close that a show of hands
was insufficient. We had to stand to be counted. The vote was 88 for requiring the degree and 85 for strongly preferring the degree. I felt that the
executive director was surrounded by tens of thousands of people with degrees and that his/her job would be to run a large, complex membership
organization and would have no professional responsibilities in running a
library so I voted to open to pool to as many candidates as possible and to
strongly recommend the degree rather than require it.
The second contentious issue was about communication. Does this sound
familiar to anyone? ALA, like most other large organizations does not always communicate well. In this case, some statements were issued shortly
after the election that caused many members to cringe. There were some
who expressed disappointment with ALA for saying that they would work
with the new administration to further the values of librarians and the
work that libraries do. Some were so disappointed with the election that
they seemed to want to boycott an administration that threatens libraries
in so many ways (this is my interpretation of what they were saying). I am
hoping that after many discussions (and a little time to cool off), we have
reached an understanding that we must continue to work with whatever
administration comes to further our work. In fact, right now funding for
LSTA (Library Services and Technology Act) is threatened. South Dakota
libraries get significant funds from this act and if it is defunded, South Dakota libraries will suffer. If ALA does not work with the administration to
show them the importance of this funding, our advocacy work will become
much harder.
Looking forward, ALA Annual Conference is in Chicago on June 22-27.
Chicago is relatively near us and I think that if we work together, we can
keep down the costs of going. I would like to propose that we get together
and car-pool to ALA Annual. Let’s see if we can’t get 10 or 20 South Dakota
librarians to ALA Annual. I don’t know what all the programs are going to
be yet, but at Midwinter, I got to see actor/author Neal Patrick Harris (Dr.
Doogie Howser from my youth) and his two kids – fantastic program. I
also got to see comedian W. Kamau Bell who was hilarious and poignant as
well as poet/author Kwame Alexander who was interesting and funny. And
there are often about 2000 exhibitors. Every conference I tell myself “No
new books – you have too many books! Don’t get any of the books being
handed out for free!!!!” Every conference I fail and bring back some books.
They are often even autographed! If you are clever, you can probably save
your entire registration fee with free books.
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Executive Secretary/Treasurer Report as
of 13/31/2016
Wells Fargo Saving: $21,028.88
Wells Fargo Checking $38,514.78

Check out Annual at http://2017.alaannual.org/ and let me know if you are
interested in going!

Ameriprise Money Market: $15,767.38

ALA Representative, Elizabeth Fox

Leon Raney Endowment: $83,571.12

Ameriprise Savings Cert.: $19,999.73

Total: $178,881.89
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LIBRARIANS ADVOCATE (CONTINUED)

State Librarian Daria Bossman poses with a few of the
librarians accepting certification in 2017.

SDLA President Danielle Loftus
and Representative Ray Ring

Lynn Klundt of the SDLA
PR committee

Mary Francis SDLA VP/
President Elect.

Librarians and legislators
share lunch and ideas
Barb Vander Vorst from
Potter County, Gettysburg

Evan Wasehek , SDLA
Support Staff Chair
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NEW AND OLD TECH AT EDITH B. SIEGRIST LIBRARY
Submitted by Susan Heggestad
The Edith B. Siegrist Vermillion Public Library will start a new monthly series beginning in March,
called Repair Café, this spring. A Repair Café is a local meeting place that brings together people with
broken items and repair coaches, or volunteers, with the expertise to fix them. The Repair Café concept
has its roots in Amsterdam, where Martine Postma, a former journalist, came up with the idea after the
birth of her second child prompted her to think more about ways to reduce the waste going into landfills.
Repair Café started in 2009 and spread across the Netherlands. Today, it has more than 1,100 sites in
almost 30 countries. Learn more about the movement at https://repaircafe.org/en/.
In conjunction with the effort to start a Repair Café program, the Library screened the documentary
film, Death by Design, on Tuesday, February 7 th at 7 pm. In an investigation that spans the globe,
filmmaker Sue Williams investigates the electronics industry and reveals how even the smallest devices
have deadly environmental and health costs. From the intensely secretive factories in China, to a ravaged
New York community and the high tech corridors of Silicon Valley, the film tells a story of environmental
degradation, of health tragedies, and the fast approaching tipping point between consumerism and sustainability.
After gathering sufficient community feedback, the Edith B.
Siegrist Vermillion Public Library is pleased to share that it will
begin offering mobile Hotspots for check-out beginning
Wednesday, February 1st.

To catch the reader's
attention, place an

interesting sentence
Thanks to an opportunity available through the government
contract division of Verizon, the Library will be able to make 4G
or quote from the
Jetpack mobile Hotspots available to patrons for free. During
our trial period in the month of February, we will have 2 devices
story here.
available for patrons aged 18 & up and with a patron card in
good standing for at least the past 6 months. Check-out periods
for the trial period will be for 3 days, with no automatic renewals. Patrons may check devices out again, if available, after a 24 hour waiting period. Additionally, patrons who utilize the devices will be asked to complete a follow-up survey to assist in assessing the program, and to determine future needs.
A brochure with all relevant patron information will be available by the end of the trial period. Beginning
in March, the Library intends to offer more devices for check-out, with a circulation period of 5 days.

NEW STAFF AT YANKTON
COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Submitted by Tonya Olson

(L-R, Tonya, Scott, Amanda, and Dana)
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The Yankton Community Library has 3 new staff members and
one staff member with a new position. Tonya Olson joined the
library in January as the Library Director, Scott Sobocinski
joined the library in November as Library Assistant, Amanda
Raiche joined the library in December as the Youth Services
Librarian, and Dana Schmidt, who has worked at the library
since 2012, has stepped into the new position of Senior Library
Assistant in our Circulation department.

NEWS FROM H.M. BRIGGS LIBRARY
Submitted by Linda Kott
SDSU Associate Professor of English Christine Stewart read from her recently-published works of poetry
Untrussed and Blueworks Greening on the evening of October 27.
SDSU’s Archives and Special Collections marked the donation of the Frank E. Denholm Papers with a November 3rd reception. Family members and friends spoke at the event. The collection consists mostly of materials generated during the time Mr. Denholm served as representative to South Dakota’s First Congressional District, from 1971 to 1975.
Randall DeWitt read from and commented on his book Jungle Stories: The Life of Delmar Strunk: From the
Fields of South Dakota to the Jungles of Burma during an evening event on November 7. Mr. DeWitt has
worked extensively to record the experiences of WW II veterans.
Michael Nagy, Associate Professor of English, spoke on “Ragnarök: The Old
Norse Thrill of Defeat” on November 16.
Study Breaks were held on three evenings during finals week. Students were
invited to partake of study chow, coffee, hot cider, and hot chocolate as a
respite from studying.
Briggs Library has partnered with the Smithsonian Institution to bring the
exhibition IndiVisible: African-Native American Lives in the Americas to
SDSU. The history and culture of people who share both African American
and Native American ancestry is examined in this 20 banner exhibit. Some
of the exhibit's content can be seen at www.nmai.si.edu/exhibitions/
indivisible. All are welcome to see the IndiVisible exhibit on the Upper Level
of the library from Nov. 23 through Feb. 28. A closing reception is planned
for February.

Lennox Community Library Holiday Events, submitted by Audrea Buller

The Lennox Community Library had a super turn out for December story
time. The library had 36 children come and listen to stories and decorate a
tree. They also held an open house. Unfortunately, the weather was
extremely cold but 12 brave souls came out and enjoyed a coloring activity.
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STAFF CHANGES AT KARL E. MUNDT
Submitted by Jan Brue Enright
The Karl E. Mundt Library at Dakota State University
has had a number of staff changes in 2016. Long-time
director Ethelle Bean retired in June followed by Digital Design/Access Librarian Risë Smith in late October. Both women were career-long members and active participants of SDLA.
Jan Brue Enright began her duties as director of the
Mundt in August, after 20 years as Circulation/
Reference Librarian at the Mikkelsen Library at Augustana University. Jan is an active SDLA member
and past president.
Beginning in mid-January, the Mundt welcomes
Vaughan Hennen to the role of Digital Design/Access
Librarian. A Texan by birth, with South Dakota roots,
Vaughan has recently graduated from the University
of Indiana with a double masters, in Library Science
and Information Science. Vaughan did his undergraduate work at the University of North Texas in cello
performance and he looks forward to becoming involved in SDLA.

“TheAmericaIlovestillexistsatthefrontdesksofourpubliclibraries.”
―KurtVonnegutJr.
WHAT IS THE SCHOOL LIBRARY EDCAMP SD? A
free professional development event sponsored
jointly by the SDLA and the SD State Library.
WHAT EXACTLY IS AN EDCAMP? It's an
'unconference' conference that seeks to join professionals to network together and learn from each
other. An EdCamp agenda is created by the participants at the start of the event.

WHERE WILL THE SCHOOL LIBRARY EDCAMP
SD BE HELD? There will be two of them held simultaneously: an EAST RIVER location at Memorial
Middle School in Sioux Falls and a WEST RIVER
location at North Middle School in Rapid City.
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BILL OF RIGHTS DISPLAY
Submitted by Angela Ostrander
Along with many SD Libraries, the Faith Public/School
Library received the display The Bill of Rights and You,
designed b y the National Archives in collaboration the
South Dakota Humanities Council. The display was
publicized by the SD State Library and offered libraries
a free and convenient opportunity to celebrate the
225th anniversary of the Bill of Rights. No additional
programming was required to receive the display, but
libraries have the opportunity to request a Speakers
Bureau scholar from the South Dakota Humanities
Council.

FROM THE MPLA REP…
BRENDA HEMMELEMAN
Mountain Plains Library Association (MPLA) membership held a vote recently to
approve the new author membership category. In addition to my SD state representative role, I’ve been asked to serve a one year term on the MPLA administration
committee as well.
Now is the time to Join MPLA or renew your membership at
http://www.mpla.us/services/membership/
MPLA grants are available to MPLA members
http://mpla.us/quick-links/grants.html
Deadlines for grant applications are: January 25, March 29, May 31, July 26,
Note these MPLA membership eligibility requirements: Mini-Grant Applicant must be a current member of
MPLA and must have been a member for the previous year (a total of two consecutive years.) Regular Grant
Applicant must be a current member of MPLA and must have been a member for the past two years (total of
3 consecutive years, one must be as a full paid member).
MPLA Webmaster Daniel "Dan" Chaney, 52, of Stillwater, OK, died Friday, December 30, 2016 at his home
following a brief terminal illness.. Dan was a dear friend to many of us in MPLA, and for some, our first contact with the organization. He loved MPLA and gave so much of himself to MPLA over his 20+ years of involvement. In the past few years, Dan took up long distance biking and enjoyed taking his bike on his travels
to MPLA conferences. Dan also had a big heart for dogs and was the proud dog dad over the years of Stormy,
Wrigley, and most recently Jenny, who now lives with Dan’s nephew.
Dan was an Associate Professor and Social Sciences Librarian at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater,
Oklahoma. He was an enthusiastic Open Textbook advocate, and presented professionally on the subject,
most recently at the Open Education Conference in Richmond, VA. MPLA conferences will not be the same
without Dan. He will be greatly missed.
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INSIDE STORY
Submitted by Kelly Henkel

You can get a dictionary in a cellophane-wrapped three-pack from Wal-Mart,
accompanied by a Thesaurus and a fact book. You can get a brand new, shiny
hardcover Merriam -Webster with thumb indexing. While you can look up a
definition in any free online dictionary find a spelling by repeatedly attempting to type the word into Google until it can manage a guess, but even with all
these easy ways to look up what a word means there is such a thing as a better
dictionary definition and that requires quality reference materials.
Dictionaries as we know them now had a fairly rocky start. Early versions
were not necessarily scholarly, all-inclusive, or even in alphabetical order.
Many were limited to particular branches of study or were bi-lingual books
dedicated to translation. In 1755, Dr. Samuel Johnson finished his dictionary
which was considered the standard for 150 years. While some of Johnson's
definitions are impractical (Reticulated: Made of network; formed with interstitial vacuities), he nonetheless singlehandedly wrote a widely influential and
classic linguistic work in a little under a decade. He illustrated the meanings
of words using examples from Shakespeare, Milton, and Dryden. Johnson’s
work was considered readable and entertaining and Johnson himself was a
celebrity and the subject of a popular biography, Boswell’s Life of Johnson.
His work and method became the basis of linguistic scholarship in the Western world.
In 1828, Noah Webster’s An American Dictionary of the English Language,
became the most used on this side of the Atlantic. Webster’s work was prescriptive and aimed to tell the user the correct usage of a word rather than its
linguistic history. Webster was a lexicographer, textbook pioneer, and a
spelling reformer. His work promoted American spellings such as colour/
color, waggon/wagon, centre/center. Webster included words that were
decidedly American such as moccasin, moose, and squash and noted that the
work did not strive to include every new and flashy word. Rather, to highlight
the new, Americanized meanings of words.
The august reference behemoth, The Oxford English Dictionary, well loved
and respected, was first conceived by the Philological Society as a dictionary
of unregistered words. In its current state, the OED is not the biggest dictionary in the world— only the biggest dictionary in the English language.
The Dutch dictionary Woordenboek der Nederlandsche Taal, took 150 years
to make, has 43 printed volumes and is freely available online.
In the early days, the dictionary was compiled by creating slips with quotations for words as they were found. The slips were stored together in pigeon
holes and reviewed later by volunteers. Frederick Funivall, the dictionary’s
second editor, was eccentric, demanding and impatient. He was also quite
unorganized. Furnivall lost many word slips, worked on the dictionary haphazardly for 21 years and handed down to the next editor a mess of quotation
slips weighing 2 tons.
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The most famous editor of the OED, Professor
James Murray (1837–1915), and an army of
contributors (professional and volunteer) got
the production of the dictionary on track. The
informally educated Scottish linguist worked
with great dedication to the detriment of his
health and family life. The office of the OED
was a corrugated garden hut named The
Scriptorium. Murray recruited readers
through advertisements in book shops and
literary magazines to volunteer to send in applicable quotations.
By 1894, the OED was 11 volumes long. In
1928, the entire dictionary was reprinted, and
it has been through multiple supplements and
two print editions. Over the years, supplements and an entire new edition followed.
Now in its third incarnation, the OED includes
600,000 words and is currently only available
online. Currently, OED3 is in the works. It
will be a completely overhalled by 300 scholars. Each word is being examined and researched for new and more accurate quotations. The lexicographers are taking information from a wider variety of sources
(cookbooks, manuals, journals, lyrics)—
whereas the OED previously skewed toward
literary quotations. At 4,000 words per year,
the estimated completion of OED3 is 2037 .
There are no plans for a new printed version
of the reference classic .
If you are interested in the fascinating history
of the OED, check out Simon Winchester’s
book The Professor and the Madman which
relates the strange relationship between OED
editor James Murray and American Civil War
doctor turned murder and asylum inmate, Dr.
William Chester Minor. Winchester’s book
The Meaning of Everything: The Story of the
Oxford English Dictionary is the less sensational but equally fascinating tale of the OED.
Arguably, the most popular dictionaries are
produced by the Merriam-Webster company.
The Merriam-Webster is considered the dictionary of the American people.

Webster’s International was first produced in
1890 and includes over half a million words. In
1898, the company began publishing collegiate
editions and expanded into specialized dictionaries, thesauruses, and rhyming dictionaries.
Merriam-Webster introduced the idea of including small pictures, biographical information, and phonetic pronunciations— all of
which contributed to the dictionary being the
reference book in every household. Webster’s
3rd International, published in 1961, was considered the most complete, non-specialist dictionary in the American-English language.
Eventually, the company lost its copyright to
exclusively use the word “webster”, and their
dictionaries usually include warnings not to be
fooled by imitations; Merriam-Webster maintains that they are the only dictionary descendant from Noah Webster’s lexicographical legacy.
The company actively produces both print and
online dictionaries and apps as well as nondictionary reference works.
Modern linguistics has continued the time honored tradition of crowdsourcing that worked so
successfully for James Murray and the OED.
Websites like Urban Dictionary hand over lexicography to the masses— for better or worse.
Words produced via online interactions are recorded by their creators. Even if this slang is not
picked up by scholarly dictionaries, the future
will still know what “amazeballs” means.
Dictionary apps and websites offer definitions
conveniently and for free but the careful user
can make sure that the information provided is
based on an authoritative dictionary. Websites
like https://www.merriam-webster.com are a
great source of linguistic information in addition to word meanings. Libraries should always
strive to promote authoritative lexicographical
sources for novice and academic users just as
we provide any sort of information; understanding the descriptive history of a language
and the prescriptive usage of specific words are
invaluable to productive communication and
understanding.

Book Marks wants to publish your articles on library science and education! Send articles or ideas to
bookmarkssd@gmail by April 24 to be included in the next quarter’s edition.
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Deals! Deals! Deals!

Professional Development
Grants Available
Scholarships!

As part of our mission to support our
members in meeting the challenges of
providing quality library service to all
South Dakotans, the association offers the
following scholarships and grants:



Professional development grants
($450) Deadlines Mar. 15/Sept. 15



Professional education scholarships
($500) Deadline March 15



SDLA conference grants ($400)
Deadline 45 days before conference

Apply at http://www.sdlibraryassociation.org/

