LIGHTING THE WAY

SNEAK PEEK .

SEAHO 2018 SNEAK PEEK

The SEAHO Governing Council and Program Committee joined the Host
Committee in scenic Biloxi, Mississippi for the SEAHO Mid-Year Meeting
that took place November 5-7, 2017. Together, the three groups have
effectively prepared for the upcoming conference by setting the
business items of the organization, scheduling programming sessions,
and finalizing plans for the upcoming conference. This is your preview
and travel guide “Lighting the Way” for your arrival in Biloxi, MS for the
2018 SEAHO Conference March 6 through March 9, 2018.

Travel to Biloxi
Biloxi is along the Mississippi Gulf Coast – approximately 60 miles west of Mobile,
Alabama; 90 miles east of New Orleans, Louisiana; and 120 miles west of
Pensacola, Florida. The closest airport is the Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport
(GPT) which is about 20 miles west of the host city. It provides non-stop flights
between Atlanta aboard Delta Air Lines, Charlotte and Dallas/Ft. Worth aboard
American Airlines, Houston aboard United Airlines, and its newest addition of
Orlando aboard Allegiant on a more limited schedule. The next closest airports to
Biloxi are the Mobile Regional Airport less than 60 miles away and the Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport around 100 miles away.

Ground Transportation
Upon arrival to the Gulfport-Biloxi International, you will have several options to
travel from the airport to the hotel. On-site rental car companies include Avis,
Budget, Hertz, National, and Dollar. Enterprise is available off-site about three
miles away from the airport. The Gulfport-Biloxi Airport Authority established set
rates for taxi and other on-demand services. The current destination rate map has
set rates for taxis leaving the Gulfport-Biloxi Airport for the Beau Rivage Resort &
Casino at $39 with the option to provide a tip to the taxi driver. The taxi area
accepts all major credit cards and cash. Be sure to review the rate map in case
there is a price change between the publication of this article and the conference.
Finally, the Gulfport-Biloxi Airport Authority reached an agreement with Lyft to
provide the ride-sharing service access to pick up passengers from the airport.
You can find more information about transportation options by visiting the
Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport Ground Transportation site.

The Beau Rivage Resort & Casino
SEAHO 2018 attendees will stay in the glamorous Beau Rivage Resort & Casino
Hotel, part of the MGM Resorts International family. The Beau Rivage is currently
accepting hotel reservations for the conference through February 13, 2018. You
may access the reservation site by utilizing this link. Reservations for the
conference begin at $139 a night for run-of-house rooms and cap at $159 a night
for Ocean View King Rooms. This rate includes your resort fee and applicable
taxes, free valet and self-parking of all vehicles of hotel guests, and wireless
connections in the guest rooms – this is at least $20 cheaper than previous SEAHO
conference hotel experiences. The Beau Rivage also has taxi services available 24
hours a day and has teamed up with Uber to provide exclusive pick-up and dropoff areas at the hotel. As with any resort and casino combination, you will have
access to the swimming pool and pool deck, eleven food and beverage options –
including a buffet, eleven retailers available for your shopping enjoyment, and the
casino is available should you feel the need try your luck with the cards, slots, and
more. This will truly be a memorable experience for SEAHO attendees.

Transit between Hotel and Convention Center
The biggest change in this year’s conference experience will be transit between
the conference hotel and convention center. In complete transparency, the
distance between the two is about seven miles, so the Host Committee worked
diligently to provide shuttle service for your conference experience. You can ride
along with the Mid-Year Meeting crew to see what that ride looks like for yourself
through our Instagram post. Everyone will have the ability to return to the Beau
Rivage during one of the many scheduled shuttle stops whenever conference
sessions and events are occurring. An estimated schedule of shuttles will be
posted in the Guidebook as well as posted at the pickup points in the Beau Rivage
and at the convention center. Each conference shuttle fleet has seating for 56
people, air conditioning, overhead lighting and storage, video monitors, power
outlets, WiFi, and is ADA-compliant. Your Mid-Year Meeting crew approves of the
shuttles and we look forward to getting you between the hotel and convention
center seamlessly and effortlessly. For additional questions or concerns, please
contact Krista Boren at kristab@housing.ufl.edu.

Mississippi Coast Convention Center
The programmatic parts of the conference will be held at the Mississippi Coast
Convention Center just seven miles from the Beau Rivage. Our conference venue
is different than previous experiences because the various locations that we will
use within the convention center are in a short walking distance from each other.
You will find our registration areas, the Scholar-in-Residence, Career Support
Services areas, location arrangements and information tables, a nursing room, a
gender-neutral restroom option, and free WiFi connectivity along the main
thoroughfare of the convention center. All of the programming sessions are next
to each other and will have seating for at least 70 people during each session.
From the programming sessions, you will be a short walk away from the massive
area for our corporate partners. Additionally, we will be in the convention center
for the opening luncheon and closing brunch. The staff at the Mississippi Coast
Convention Center are eagerly anticipating our arrival in March and ensures that
SEAHO 2018 will be a success.

Programming Session Updates
This year’s programming slate is sure to impress. The programming committee
has expanded their session offerings to allow for 12 concurrent programs to occur
for each session including a livestream programming room. The programming
committee was able to choose from over 200 submissions that not only focused
on the theme of “Lighting the Way,” but ensured that all attendees will find at
least one program in each session block — be it current issues facing students and
institutions, best practices in assessment, managing crises, latest information
technology resources, innovative occupancy management strategies, focusing on
student and professional development, and many more! Everyone will be able to
engage in the transmission of knowledge and experiences more than ever before.
If you submitted a program proposal, you should be on the lookout for
communication about the status of your submission no later than December 5,
2017. For additional information, please contact Aubree Adams at
aubreea@lsu.edu.

Local Arrangements and Social Events
Our Local Arrangements team has been working hard to ensure that conference
attendees have a memorable time while on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
Participants will have the option to join a sunrise walk and run along the beach,
an evening bonfire on the beach complete with s’mores, the first-ever “SEAHO
Sings!” karaoke night on the Beau Rivage stage, and rooftop pool deck reception
under the stars. Our Local Arrangements team also put together a helpful guide to
the restaurants in the immediate vicinity of the hotel to showcase the best of
Biloxi and the Mississippi Gulf Coast cuisine. An updated guide will be available at
the conference. Should you choose to extend your stay in the Biloxi area, there
are many attractions within a short distance from the conference site – check out
the Biloxi Visitors Center and Visit Mississippi Gulf Coast sites to peruse
attractions should you want to get on a boat in the gulf, go for a hike on one of
the many trails, or relax at a vineyard or brewery. Your Local Arrangements Team
is Ben St. Cyr (ben.stcyr@mgccc.edu) and Missy Belcher
(missy.belcher@mgccc.edu) from the nearby Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College and you can reach out to them if you have any questions or concerns.

Registration Information
Last but not least, is the registration information — now that you are interested in
coming! The regular registration period is opens November 22, 2017 and ends on
January 22, 2018. During this period, the cost for professional staff will be $230
per person and graduate students and one-day attendees will pay $150 per
person. Be sure to register early to get the cheaper rates! The late registration
period will run January 23, 2018 through February 12, 2018. During this period,
the cost for professional staff will be $290 per person and graduate students and
one-day attendees will pay $179 per person. Be sure to check the SEAHO
homepage for the registration link when it goes live November 22, 2017. For
additional questions or concerns regarding registration, please contact LaFarin
Meriwether at lmeriwether@fsu.edu and Brittany Philbert at
philbertb@uncw.edu.

Again, the SEAHO 2018 Host Committee looks forward to your arrival in
Biloxi March 6 – 9, 2018 as we gather for our 54th annual conference.
Be sure to connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
utilizing #SEAHO18 as we begin the countdown to Biloxi. We will
provide many more updates and be able to engage with you all prior to
the conference. If you have any additional questions, feel free to reach
out to Conference Coordinator Shylan Scott at seaho2018@seaho.org
or Publications & Promotions Chair Michael Jones at
michaeljones@virginia.edu. See you at the coast!
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