The Collective
Project Team
Structural Engineer: John Labib & Associates
Architect: Shimoda Design Group
Developer: Tishman Speyer
General Contractor: Turner Construction

Overview:
Situated in the ocean adjacent neighborhood of Playa
Vista, this area was one of the most ambitious
projects of urban planning and development in
Southern California. The neighborhood has become
a choice location for businesses, media and
entertainment now commonly known as silicon beach.

The exterior exposed precast white concrete panels were
manufactured off-site, allowing for lower cost and greater
quality. The 35’ tall panels were used as part of the lateral
system, combined with wood high load diaphragms at the roof
and second floor, and special concentric steel brace frames in
the middle of the buildings. This combination resulted in a
unique and unconventional design, allowing for access to
natural light and views, while creating a distinctive profile.

The project is comprised of five two-story buildings
totaling more than 200,000 sf to meet the demand of
the rising office market. Each building has unique
connection to nature and features more than 30
private landscaped areas. Several of the buildings are
occupied by the Yahoo! Southern California
Headquarters and the Annenberg Center.
This ambitious architectural program was paired with
even more stringent budget constraints, and the
design Team was able to deliver a Core and Shell
remarkable design that was built with an
unprecedentedly low construction cost of $135/sf.
Extensive Geotechnical Analysis allowing the
structures to be built on mat foundations, rather than
piles, combined with the exposed structure and
precast concrete allowed the project to come in on
time, and under budget.

Due to the irregularities of the roof, and the exposed structure,
a high level of detail and coordination was required. The second
floor construction consists of wood structural panels and wood
joists, supported by glulam beams connected with custom made
steel buckets to the side of the steel column. The marrying of the
architectural and structural designs allowed for the creation of
the characteristic "zigzag" shape of the roof with varying slopes,
which has become the iconic feature of this project.
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