Candidate for President
JANIELE MAFFEI, SE
Chief Mitigation Officer, California Earthquake Authority

M.S. Civil Engineering, University of California, Berkeley, 1980
A.B. Architecture, University of California, Berkeley, 1978

SEAONC/SEAOC activities
•
•
•
•

SEAOC Member
SEAONC Board of Directors, (1995-1997)
Co-chair SEAOC 1996 Annual Convention Social Committee
Co-Chair SEAOC 2000 Annual Convention Committee

Other professional activities
•
•
•
•

Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI), Northern California Chapter, President (2010-2011);
EERI, Board of Directors, Secretary and Treasurer (2012-present);
Advisory Committee, Civil and Environmental Engineering Department, University of California,
Berkeley 2015 – Present
USGS Earthquake Studies Advisory Committee (SESAC), 2016- Present

Honors and awards
•
•

SEAONC Fellow 2017
Member, Academy of Distinguished Alumni, Civil and Environmental Engineering Department,
University of California, Berkeley 2016

Statement of purpose
It has been my pleasure this past year to serve as Vice President of SEAONC during the Hart Presidency. Tim has
been a patient and professional advocate for our organization and profession. As President elect I recognize that
SEAONC is a large, well designed ship that was set on a straight course long before I joined the organization in
the late 1980s. I also recognize that as Captain one of my jobs will be to not mess with all the parts of the
organization that work well. However, I do have the opportunity to dedicate myself to adding to the body of work
created by the countless numbers of members who have served on committees and the board. With that in mind, I
hope to build on the outstanding work of the SE3 committee to encourage a close, hard look at how to retain
talented engineers. Hopefully this will allow us all to better understand and, if necessary, change existing
practices in our profession that aren’t conducive to a meaningful, inclusive work environment that creates
outstanding engineering. We are on this voyage together, I hope to contribute to the continued success of the
cruise.

Candidate for Vice President
EMILY GUGLIELMO, SE
Principal, Martin/Martin Consulting Engineers
B.S. Civil Engineering, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
M.S. Structural Engineering, University of California, Berkeley
SEAONC/ SEAOC activities
SEAONC Board of Directors (2017-2019)
SEAONC Structural Engineering Equity and Engagement (SE3) Committee
SEAOC Wind Committee
SEAOC Solar Photovoltaic Systems Sub-Committee
SEAOC Communications Committee
SEAOC Wind Design Manual, Author and Reviewer
SEAOC Convention, Presenter and Moderator
Other professional activities
National Council of Structural Engineering Association (NCSEA)
• Board of Directors
• Wind Engineering Committee, Secretary
• Communications Committee, Co-Chair
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)/ Structural Engineering Institute (SEI)
• ASCE 7-22 Seismic Subcommittee, Vice Chair
• ASCE 7-22 Wind Subcommittee, Voting Member
• ASCE 7-22 Main Committee, Voting Member
• SEI Young Professional Committee
Honor and awards applicable
•
•
•
•
•
•

UCLA Engineering Rising Alumnus Professional Achievement Award, 2017
Structure Engineering Institute (SEI) Fellow, 2016
Susan M. Frey NCSEA Educator Award, 2015
ENR California’s Top 20 under 40, 2014
Rising Stars in Structural Engineering, 2013
BD+C 40 under 40, 2013

Statement of purpose
Considering the well-established legacy of SEAONC, the Board of Directors must ensure the organization’s
superb stewardship.
When SEAONC was first founded nearly 100 years ago, it provided a platform for engineers to meet, collaborate,
and move academia into practice. SEAONC has been historically expanded the boundaries of earthquake
engineering and advanced the codes and standards through commentary in the Blue Book.
Today’s codes are generated nationally, litigation and risk management are major influencers of our profession,
and our increasingly complex and powerful engineering tools continue to evolve.

Given these changes, how should SEAONC continue to provide value for its membership?
SEAONC must continuously strengthen its legacy as the leading resource for structural engineers. SEAONC
must continue to provide high quality technical support, while also providing opportunities for professional and
business development of its members. In addition, SEAONC must continue to lead the conversation on
resilience, legislative advocacy, engagement, retention, and leadership development.
Specific focus areas for continued SEANONC growth must be increased membership, both in numbers and
engagement of its constituency. My leadership experiences through NCSEA at the national level allow me to
bring back new ways of thinking and connection opportunities with other member organizations around the
nation. Further, it provides an opportunity for SEAONC to leverage and share its strength and knowledge.
Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to contribute to the ongoing legacy of SEAONC.

Candidate for Director
KATY BRIGGS, SE
Principal, BASE Design

B.S. in Civil Engineering from Columbia University
M.S. from Stanford University
SEAOC activities
• Former member of SEAOC Seismology Committee
• current project manager for publication of 2018 IBC SSDM

SEAONC Activities
•
•
•

Former chair of Seismology Committee
Former chair of Seismology Committee’s Concrete Subcommittee
Former member of nominating committee

Statement of purpose
I am honored to be nominated to SEAONC’s Board of Directors. Structural engineering is such a huge part of my
life, and I would relish the opportunity to increase awareness of the profession through SEAONC.
As the co-owner of a small structural engineering firm in San Francisco with past experience at larger firms, I
have worked on a variety of projects with a variety of clients. I have a good understanding of the concerns of
developers and institutions with regards to structural engineering, and I have a good understanding of the
concerns of homeowners with regards to structural engineering. I believe this knowledge provides me with a
unique perspective of how the world views structural engineers. And because I am managing and growing a firm,
I am constantly thinking about structural engineering and its place in the world.
As a member of SEAONC and as the past chair of the Seismology Committee, I have had the opportunity to be a
part of lively discussions about structural engineering, I have had a glimpse into how this organization works, and
I have learned so much from seminars and presentations. The thing that I value most, though, is all of the
relationships that I’ve been able to develop. Structural engineering is such a small world, and its amazing how
supportive everyone in it is of each other.
If I have the opportunity to be on SEAONC’s Board of Directors, I would love to figure out how to increase
participation from younger engineers and from engineers who work at smaller firms. I would also like to focus on
ensuring that SEAONC maintains its respected and relevant place in the minds of the general public and in the
minds of the structural engineering community within Northern California and beyond. Thank you for your
consideration!

Candidate for Director
THERESA CURTIS, SE
Vice President, Thornton Tomasetti

M.S., Civil Engineering, University of California, Berkeley
B.S., Civil Engineering, Rice University

SEAONC activities:
Co-chair, SE3 Committee 2017-2018
SE3 Committee member, 2015-present
Member 2006 - present

Statement of purpose:
As structural engineers, we are very fortunate to have such a strong organization representing and supporting us in
many different facets of our careers. SEAONC has a long tradition of technical support that is critical to
maintaining our position as leaders in the structural design (and especially seismic design) realm, but also in other
aspects critical to our professional development, from supporting our young members to the support offered by
the business forum to help us become better managers and entrepreneurs.
I have been heavily involved from the very beginning of the SE3 committee, the newest addition to SEAONC’s
committee line-up. During this process it has shown me that while we are strong, there is room for improvement
and the addition of new elements of support for structural engineers in our community. Being involved as a board
member of SEAONC would allow me the broader view to identify potential in ideas not currently being pursued
or areas of current focus where additional emphasis could be placed to enhance our community even further than
it currently has been.
We also need to further the areas that SEAONC has traditionally been focused on – and recruiting and retaining
new members (whether they be new to our profession or experienced yet new to the area) is key to ensuring a
passionate group of volunteers to maintain SEAONC’s drive, as we cannot do what we do without the strong base
of members of this organization. This is the key to not only maintaining SEAONC’s strength, but growing our
strength and reach throughout the community.
Being nominated for a position on the board of directors is an honor – and I sincerely hope that I am able to serve
to maintain and better this organization that has helped so many of us achieve our career goals.

Candidate for Director
JOYCE FENG, SE
Principal, Strandberg Engineering
Master of Engineering, Structural Engineering (1999), UC Berkeley
Bachelor of Science, Structural Engineering (1997), UC Berkeley
SEAONC activities:
• Continue Education Committee (past member)
• Disaster Emergency Services Committee (past member)
• Treasurer, 2016 Convention Committee
• Treasurer, 2020 Convention Committee
• Young Member Forum (past member)

Other professional activities (past)
• ATC 20 Training, Presenter
• East Bay AIA, Architect Registration Exam Review Instructor
• East Bay AIA, Public Affairs Committee
• EAA, Student Impact Project, Judge and Classroom
• Publication: Design of RBS Connections for Special Moment Frames, Steel Tips, Structural Steel Educational Council
• OES Safety Assessment Program, Trainer for Evaluators and Volunteer
• Rebuilding Together, Co-chair

Statement of purpose:
It is truly an honor to be nominated as a candidate for SEAONC’s Board of Directors.
I am a mother of two, with a very demanding job. I often work 50 to 60 hours a week. What keeps me inspired is SEAONC, the
organization, the people, and what it means to me to be a part of it. Every year, my goal is to be active in at least one professional
activity. We are a group of wonderful, generous, talented, passionate, and fun in-our-own way people. The sense of belonging to this
group is invaluable.
I was ready to change majors in college, when I met T. Y. Lin during the dedication ceremony of 502 Davis Hall. His passion and his
pride and joy in his work instilled in me a renewed sense of purpose and expectation for the future. After I became a mother, it was so
difficult to stay active and to feel connected. I was about to give up engineering. But I opened up my contacts and ended up having
dinner with two very inspiring SE women, who taught me that you make choices between your life and your career, and that it is okay to
put more energy into what makes sense at a given time. If it were not for all the very inspiring people I’ve had and have the fortune of
working with, collaborating with, and interacting with every day, and the advice and support of some wonderful women and men who
have been through it, I would not still be a structural engineer.
Our organization has a lot of lofty missions, each targeted at advancing our profession and creating a better and safer place for everyone.
SEOANC does so much; but I think we can do more in providing support and flexibility for those of us with families. In this day and age
of such advance technology, we should make every effort to include everyone, in every way possible. We should also find ways to
inspire those of us who may have gotten discouraged in the exhausting or mind-numbing aspects of our jobs. We should reach out. Stay
connected. We need to remain passionate in what we do and what we represent because that excitement is contagious.
As a SEAONC director, I would seek to:
• Make it easier to be participate in SEAONC activities
• Support activities that inspire and remind us of why and who we are in our profession
• Find more ways to connect us, so that we know where and who to reach out to for advice and support when we need it
Thank you for your consideration.

Candidate for Director
BENJAMIN A. MOHR, SE
Associate, HOK
BS, Architectural Engineering, University of Kansas,
MS, Structural Engineering, Virginia Tech,
MA, Architecture, Virginia Tech
SEAONC activities
Member: Honors Committee, 2019
Committee Chair: Seismology, 2015-2016
Judge: Engineers Alliance for the Arts, 2015-2016
Committee Chair: Continuing Education, 2010-2011
Volunteer: Engineers Alliance for the Arts, 2008-2010
Committee Membership: Young Members' Forum, 2007-2008, Continuing Education
Committee, 2008-2013, Seismology Committee, 2009-2017

SEAOC activities
Author, Design Guide for the City of Los Angeles Nonductile Concrete Ordinance, 2016
Seismology Chair, 2015-2016
Seismology Member, 2015-present
Speaker, 2015 SEAOC Convention
Reviewer, 2015 Seismic Design Manual
Reviewer, 2012 Seismic Design Manual
Speaker, 2009 SEAOC Convention
Other professional organization activities
Moderator, 2016 California Preservation Foundation Conference
Moderator and Speaker, 2015 ATC-SEI Conference
Speaker, 2015 Architectural Engineering Institute Conference
Speaker, 2014 California Preservation Foundation Conference
Awards/Honors
Edwin G. Zacher Award, 2017
Giles Scholarship, 2011
Statement of purpose
This is an exciting time for our profession. Jurisdictions across the country are placing a strong emphasis on enhanced safety
and resilience, and new materials and analysis techniques give us the opportunity to meet these goals.
SEAOC is one of the largest and most active engineering associations in the United States, and SEAONC is the most active
Member Organization within SEAOC. We have a unique opportunity to help shape the future of structural engineering.
SEAONC has been a large part of my career since I came to the Bay Area eleven years ago. I've gained invaluable
information during this time, and made many lasting friendships.
While I was chair of the Continuing Education Committee, we implemented new policies that remain in effect to this day,
including the option to attend a single night of a seminar for a reduced fee, and the option to receive seminar materials in
electronic form instead of a binder. We also created a database of past seminar topics, speakers and attendance, which serves as
a valuable tool in understanding what types of seminars are most valuable to members.
I’ve served on the SEAOC Seismology Committee since 2015. We’ve achieved a great deal in the past four years, but I’m
particularly proud of the design guide that we published for the City of Los Angeles Nonductile Concrete Ordinance. This
contains detailed ASCE-41 examples that (hopefully) demystify some of the requirements for evaluation and retrofit of older
concrete buildings. (This effort was coordinated with the authors of FEMA P-2006, to ensure consistency between the
documents.)

We’ve also spent the past several years updating and expanding the Blue Book. The committee is on track to have this project
completed by the end of the 2019, which will coincide with the 60th anniversary of the original publication of the Blue Book.
I’m one of the technical editors for this effort.
I’m honored to be nominated for the SEAONC Board of Directors, and I’m excited to build on all the great work that SEAONC
has done over the years.

Candidate for Director
DONALD R. PEOPLES, SE
President, Peoples Associates Structural Engineers

BSCE, Santa Clara University-1975
MSCE, University of California, Berkeley-1977
Registered Civil & Structural Engineer in California (and several other states)
California License Numbers S2464(1981) and C29588(1978)
SEAONC activities
South Bay Meeting Chair
South Bay Program Committee

Other professional/business activities
South Bay Engineers Club, Past President & Board Member
Milpitas Economic Development Commission, Past President & Member
Milpitas Downtown Association, Founder & Past President
Milpitas Rotary Club, Past President & Board Member
Milpitas Community Museum, Founder & President
Statement of purpose
SEAONC leadership should be commended for their vision to encourage active participation of its membership
and to mobilize almost exclusively volunteer efforts to further improve our technical capabilities and business
knowledge. I believe that our future success as a professional organization is highly dependent on the active
participation of its entire membership. The Bay Area’s current transportation infrastructure has made it a
challenge for Structural Engineers that live and work in the South Bay to fully participate in the majority of events
based in San Francisco. I am proud of the implementation and support of our South Bay meetings since they
attract new members and provide an accessible alternative. I am very excited about the extension of BART
operations to San Jose next year; for the first time in decades, Structural Engineers throughout the Bay Area will
have the opportunity to easily gather at one location on a routine basis. I would promote events that fully take
advantage of this opportunity resulting in increased participation, an improved meeting experience, enhanced
collaboration, and a general advancement of our profession.
I am truly honored to be nominated to be a candidate for the Board Of Directors of SEAONC, an organization that
has been instrumental in the advancement of our profession and the development of so many structural engineers.
I have been very fortunate to be a Structural Engineer in the Bay Area for over 40 years, a SEAONC member for
more than 35 years, and a business owner for 29 years. Without question, SEAONC membership has greatly
benefited me. I would be grateful for the opportunity to serve this organization and our profession. Thank you
for your consideration.

Candidate for Director
BADRI PRASAD, SE
President, OLMM Consulting Engineers
M.S. Structural Engineering, University of Arizona, Tucson
M.Tech. Structural Engineering, Mysore University, India
B.E. Civil Engineering, Bangalore University, India
SEAONC activities:
Program Committee: Chair - 2018 to Present; Vice Chair – 2012- 2018; Member since 2007
Seismology and Structural Standards Concrete Sub-Committee: Chair - 2008-2009
SEAONC Seminar speaker on Design of Diaphragms, Chords and Collectors –2009 and 2014
SEAOC activities:
Author of Design Example on Concrete Diaphragms, Chords and Collectors for Seismic Design
Manual
Speaker, SEAOC Convention 2004 and 2006 on Sleeved Column Buckling Restrained Braces and
State of the Art of BRB system
Speaker, SEAOC Convention 2008 and 2016
Other professional activities:
Member, NCSEA Publication Committee – 2009 to present
Speaker, SEAOSC Webinar on Seismic Design Manual Example - 2018
Speaker, SEAOCC Seminar on Seismic Design Manual Example - 2016
Speaker , 100th Year Anniversary Earthquake Conference
Author and Project Manager – Guide to Design of Diaphragms, Chords and Collectors, NCSEA, 2009
Author and Project Manager – Guide to Design of Common Irregularities in Buildings, NCSEA, 2015
Speaker, American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA), Experimental Investigation of Sleeved Column, 1992
Honors /Awards:
2003 SEAOC Excellence award for Seismic Retrofit of Historic Building
Statement of purpose:
I am greatly honored, humbled and excited to be nominated to the SEAONC Board of Directors. Ever since I moved to the bay area in
early 1990s, I have been involved and greatly benefited by participating in SEAONC Committees and learned a lot, no doubt. I have
been a member of seismology committee, concrete sub-committee and program committee. SEAONC has given me opportunities in my
career that I would not have had otherwise.
One of the most rewarding experience was working on an alternate method of designing collectors for a concrete shear wall building as
part of the concrete sub-committee – we came up with a methodology to use portion of a slab as collector element and this was published
in 2008 SEAOC Blue Book. This eventually led to the publication of the Design Guide on Diaphragms and Collectors, published by
NCSEA. I have also had the privilege of working on design example for the concrete diaphragms and collectors, for the SEAOC
Seismic Design Manual, and also presenting this at our SEAONC seminars.
I have had the honor to serve as member, then as vice chair of the program committee for a number of years. Currently I am serving as
the chair of the program committee since 2018. This has given me an opportunity to bring new topics, explore new formats and arrange
for speakers for our monthly dinner meetings - a nice challenge which I have enjoyed and allowed me to serve the membership.
Listed below are my priorities:
1) Moving forward, one of the challenges to SEAONC is to retain membership and also encourage others, particularly younger
folks, to become members. We should, in my opinion, be more pro-active in this area and explain how they benefit, career wise,
by becoming a member and in actively participating in one of the various SEAONC committees.
2) Another area that I would like to focus is to create awareness of our structural engineering profession, by visiting local high
school and talking to the students about what we do and how one can choose this as a possible career path. Unfortunately, not
many of the budding engineers are entering our field and we should strive to address this at grass-roots level.
3) I have many friends in the IT area, who have no clue about what we do – I understand that this is an ongoing challenge. We
need to continue to work on this aspect and create awareness about our profession but also let them know our important
contribution to the built environment and our service to the society.
I respectfully ask for your vote and greatly appreciate the opportunity to represent the members on the SEAONC Board.

