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SER Delegation to the IUCN World
Conservation Congress
T
he SER Delegation was
composed of Chair
George Gann,
Vice-Chair Keith
Bowers, Chair-Elect
Jim Harris, Board
Members Paco
Comin and Carolina
Murcia, long-time
SER members
James Aronson and
Dennis Martinez,
and SER Project Director Sasha Alexander (Paco and James are not pictured).
SER members participated in a number
of sessions including those sponsored by
Parks Canada (see box below) and the
IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management (CEM). SER also hosted a stand
in the exhibition hall, distributed the SER
Primer printed in Spanish for the first
time, and released its latest Policy Position Statement on reversing ecosystem
fragmentation (see below). The Congress

provided the delegation with an excellent opportunity for
meeting new partners
and solidifying old
relationships.

B

oth Keith and
Jim presented
at the extremely
well-attended CEM
session on “Investing in Ecological
Restoration” where they focused on the
value of wetland restoration both in terms
of biodiversity and ecosystem goods and
services. The South Bay Salt Pond Restoration in San Francisco was featured as
an important case study in public-private
partnerships and large-scale investment
in a populated urban environment. James
Aronson, who led the Q&A session, succinctly summed up some of the major
challenges we face in our quest to restore
natural capital.

Ecological Restoration in Protected Areas

A

t the fourth IUCN World Conservation Congress, members voted in favour of a motion
– sponsored by Parks Canada, SER, Park Victoria
(Australia), and Ontario Parks – calling for the
IUCN Director General to produce a Best Practice
Protected Area Guideline for Ecological Restoration prior to the next World Conservation Congress
to be held in 2012. As a result, the production of
this guidance document is now part of the IUCN’s
programme for the next four years. The motion’s
co-sponsors have agreed to continue to work
together on this undertaking, and in doing so, to
engage IUCN Commissions, international terrestrial
and marine protected area organizations, learned so-

cieties, sectoral management bodies, industries and
non-government organizations involved in restoring
the world’s ecosystems.

S

ER and Parks Canada will co-sponsor a workshop at the 19th Conference of the Society for
Ecological Restoration International to be held in
Perth, Western Australia August 23-27, 2009 which
will bring together individuals and organizations
who represent these diverse interests as an important intermediate step in delivering on this element
of the IUCN’s programme. For more information,
please visit
http://pc.gc.ca/docs/pc/guide/resteco/index_e.asp
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SER Releases Policy Position Statement on
“Reversing Ecosystem Fragmentation”

A

t the IUCN’s
World Conservation Congress held in
Barcelona October 514, SER’s Science and
Policy Working Group
released its latest Policy Position Statement
entitled “Ecological
Restoration as a Tool
for Reversing Ecosystem Fragmentation” in
both English and Spanish. SER maintains
that even with the tremendous pressures that
humans presently exert upon our ecosystems, fragmentation is neither inevitable
nor irreversible. The Society advocates the
integration of restoration projects, regardless of size, into regional and transnational
landscape planning so as to protect biodiversity, increase connectivity, prevent further
habitat loss, and foster sustainable development. To that end, ecological restoration projects have been proven to make an
important contribution to the establishment
of core habitat areas, buffer zones, wildlife
corridors, stepping stone habitats, biosphere
reserves and similar protected areas, and in

addition can improve
the overall value of the
surrounding landscape
in terms of habitat
quality or dispersal opportunities.

R

estoration has an
important role to
play in reversing fragmentation and mitigating its adverse effects”
said George Gann, Chair of the SER International Board of Directors. “By reintroducing living components and reestablishing
their healthy interaction within landscapes,
we have the opportunity to enhance the
function of land beyond the production of
food, fuel, and fiber.” Jim Harris, Chair
of SER International’s Science and Policy
Working Group, adds that “By judicious and
pragmatic application of the principles of
ecological restoration, ecosystem fragmentation can be reversed in systems as diverse
as wildlands and urban sprawl”. Please visit
the GRN homepage to see the power point
presentation and download the Policy Position Statement in English and Spanish.

IUCN World Congress
continued from page 1

S

ER’s Science & Policy Working
Group (SPWG) was also able to
hold an informal meeting in Barcelona.
Discussions covered a wide range of
issues including updating and revising
the SER primer, a schedule for future
Briefing Notes and Policy Position Statements, the addition of new members to
the SPWG, and the possibility of holding
a SPWG workshop in the near future.
A work program and budget for 2009 is
now being drafted and will be presented
to the SER Board in Tampa next month.

Alternatives, was elected President of
the IUCN for the next four years. He
will succeed Valli Moosa, who has
served as IUCN president since the
Congress in Bangkok 4 years ago. Piet
Wit, an independent consultant from
the Netherlands with over 35 years of
experience and Deputy Chair of the
CEM Steering Committee, was elected
Chair of the CEM. Former SER Chair
and Parks Canada Director General
Nikita Lopoukhine will continue as
Chair of the World Commission on
Protected Areas.

I

New Chapter President for SER Texas
n other news from the Congress,
Ashok Khosla, who once held the posiSER Texas has named Chris Best its
tion of a director in the United Nations
new chapter president. He can be
Environment Programme and is Chaircontacted at chris_best@fws.gov
man of a Delhi-based Development
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View from the Chair
By George Gann | SER International Board Chair

As we approach the end of 2008,
it is time to reflect on some of the important changes and accomplishments
that have occurred within the Society
in the past year. We are now entering
an evolutionary period of significant
change and the Board and Executive
Committee are very excited about the
future of our Society, especially given
the guidance provided by our 20072012 Strategic Plan.
An Executive Director search is
being conducted at present and the
relocation of our headquarters to the
east coast of the U.S. is being seriously considered. As Chair, I am very
grateful to the SER Board for providing the resources to hire our first ever
part-time Assistant to the Chair. Kate
Samelson is helping me with SER
business from my office at The Institute for Regional Conservation in Miami. Kate is also coordinating membership issues due to the departure of
Membership Director Cynthia Taylor.
If you have any membership issues or
comments, please email kate@ser.org.
I would also like to thank the numerous board members who have pitched
in to help during this period.
On the policy front, SER has begun
to accumulate a significant body of
work to help guide us in informing
legislation and policymakers. A Policy
Position Statement on ecosystem
fragmentation was released at the
October IUCN World Conservation
Congress in Barcelona, Spain where
we also distributed our first printed
Spanish edition of the SER Primer on
Ecological Restoration. Many thanks
to the good work of SER’s Science
and Policy Working Group Chair Jim
Harris, our secretary Sasha, and the
SPWG members. Please check the
GRN homepage for regular updates
(www.GlobalRestorationNetwork.

org).
The SER leadership and staff
have also been
busy raising the
profile of ecological restoration at
major international conventions,
conferences, and
other relevant fora. In addition to our
attendance at the CBD in May, SER
participated in a restoration ecology
workshop at the Royal Botanic Garden, Kew (UK) in June and exhibited
at the annual Society for Conservation Biology conference. At the recent
World Conservation Congress, several
SER board members participated in
sessions with both the IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management
and Parks Canada. Sasha staffed our
exhibit, and both he and I attended the
Member’s Assembly where we voted
on a number of important resolutions.
Back in North America, our work
on the SER Professional Certification Program is progressing according
to schedule with a proposed launch
in late 2009. In the next month, you
will be invited to participate in an
important survey that will assist us
in designing a valuable and effective certification program. We have
also begun to lay the foundation for
a number of innovative projects and
programs outlined in our Strategic
Plan that build and expand upon
SER’s original mission. In August, the
SER Board approved our first collaborative Restoration Resource Center
(RRC), which will be located in South
Korea and hosted by the Korea EcoCity Network (KEN). This is the first
of many RRCs that will disseminate
information on SER and ecological
restoration to organizers and volun-

teers in local communities.
Looking ahead, the 2009 SER
World Conference on Ecological
Restoration will be held in Perth,
Western Australia from August 23-27.
Our hosts are SER board member
Kingsley Dixon and the world famous
Kings Park and Botanic Garden. We
continue to strengthen our alliances
with Latin America and the Caribbean, cultivating partnerships with a
number of individuals, organizations,
and networks in the hope that SER
will host its 2011 World Restoration
Conference on Ecological Restoration in Latin America. Over the last
15 years, I have had the opportunity
to work with some truly amazing and
dedicated people – SER has been very
fortunate in the leaders it has attracted.
And I must say that the current Board
is one of the best that I have served
with. I am happy to report that this
August, Jim Harris, a 10-year veteran
of the SER Board has accepted the position of Chair-elect to the Society and
will begin serving his term in August
after the World Conference in Perth.
I want to personally thank everyone who has worked to make SER
a leader in the global environmental
field as well as those who have helped
us promote on-the-ground restoration in local communities throughout North America and elsewhere. I
encourage you to keep abreast of our
activities by visiting our websites,
reading RESTORE, and emailing us
your ideas or questions. As always I
look forward to your input and participation.
Yours truly,
George Gann, Chair
Society for Ecological
Restoration International

SER Northwest Chapter Announces 2009 Regional Conference
The 2009 SERNW Regional Conference will be held
May 19-22 in Lynnwood, Washington. The conference theme is “Creating Thriving Rural and Urban
Communities through Ecological Restoration.”

Abstracts are due by February 15, 2009, and professionals representing all disciplines and areas of
expertise are encouraged to participate. Visit www.
sernw.org for more details.
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SER Presentation to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity Secretariat

P

resent SER chair George Gann,
former SER chair Nik Lopoukhine,
and SER Project Director Sasha Alexander traveled to Montreal on September 22 to meet with the CBD Executive Secretary Ahmed Djouglaf and his
staff to discuss potential collaborations
between the CBD and SER. George
gave a presentation to the entire CBD
staff which outlined how SER could
assist in the CBD process, specifically
with regard to reversing the neglect
of ecosystem restoration (Article 8f)
within the Convention. He suggested
the idea of a strategic workshop of
restoration experts to begin drafting
information and technical documents
that could then be used in the intersessional process and eventually lead
to a formal discussion of ecological
restoration at the next meeting of the
Contracting Parties in 2010. After
the presentation, there was a Q&A
in which CBD staff expressed great
interest in the work of SER and how it
fit within the issues they are presently
working on. Many of those that spoke
were concerned with the setting and
meeting of biodiversity targets: How
do we measure enhanced biodiversity
in ecological restoration projects?
How do we value enhanced ecosystems goods and services? Could we
come up with equivalent restoration
targets for the post-2010 period?

T

here were then smaller breakout
sessions with various program
heads and their staff. The first was
with the Scientific, Technical and
Technological Matters (STTM) where
the discussion focused on the valuation of ecosystem goods and services,

and how this is perhaps the most effective approach to elevating ecological
restoration within the CBD process.
Case studies that document direct
economic benefits would be extremely
useful in promoting restoration in
a language the Contracting Parties
would understand. Other modalities
discussed were the role of restoration
in climate change mitigation within
the REDD (Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and Degradation)
process as well as restoration in the
context of agro-forestry, food security,
and sustainable development. Some
CBD staff thought that the creation
of fact sheets on restoration and its
economic benefits would be useful to
the CBD process, and further that a
special issue on biodiversity in Restoration Ecology would be appropriate
for the International Year on Biodiversity in 2010.

T

he next sessions were with different divisions of the Implementa-

tion and Technical Support program.
They were excited about the GRN
database and expressed interest in establishing linkages as they were in the
process of developing an information
clearinghouse and envisioned using
restoration as one of their themes. Another division spoke of their relatively
new carbon offsets program Green
Wave and how perhaps this could be
a vehicle for SER to infuse restoration into the CBD process. The issue
of TEK and the need for case studies
on indigenous peoples was discussed
in the context of the 2010 biodiversity
targets. Restoration case studies that
have helped to achieve biodiversity
targets could be highlighted and publicized during the International Year
on Biodiversity. With the help of staff,
the board, and our members, SER
and the CBD will continue to explore
synergies that will help elevate the
role of ecological restoration into the
Convention.
***

El manual Principios de SER

International sobre la Restauración
Ecológica ya está impreso.

Póngase en contacto con Levi
Wickwire para averiguar el costo
de obtener copias.
levi@ser.org
(520) 622-5485
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New Books & Articles
Large-Scale Ecosystem Restoration: Five Case Studies from
the United States

value across broad regions. To see
a list of the articles appearing in
the October 2008 issue of Bioscience, visit http://www.eurekalert.
org/pub_releases/2008-10/aiobbts092408.php.

Until about thirty years ago,
environmental degradation and
habitat loss were addressed, if at all,
on a piecemeal basis, river segment
by river segment, species by species. Over time, however, scientists
working to resolve problems of
species and habitat loss understood
what now seems obvious: the crucial aspect of watersheds and other
natural systems is the interconnectedness of their component parts. Thus,
the only way to proceed was to use
the best available science to comprehend the interconnected problems and
to work on all aspects of restoration
simultaneously and comprehensively.
As decision makers accepted this point
of view, the concept of science-based,
ecosystem- or watershed-wide restoration became the generally accepted
model for dealing with large-scale
natural resource degradation and loss.
This book presents case studies of five
large ecosystem restoration projects
in the United States: the Everglades,
Platte River Basin, California BayDelta, Chesapeake Bay, and Upper
Mississippi River Basin.
http://www.islandpress.org/ser/index.
html

“Vietnam: Paying For Ecosystems”

Edited by Mary Doyle and Cynthia A. Drew

River Futures: An Integrative
Scientific Approach to River
Repair
Edited by Gary J. Brierley and
Kirstie A. Fryirs

Human activities have significantly altered aquatic ecosystems
across most of our planet. Recognizing the damage done, many
conservation and rehabilitation programs have kick-started an era of
river repair. In this book we examine strategies that can be adopted

Helen Clark

to promote healthier river futures.
Although issues discussed extend
across social, cultural, and economic dimensions, the primary emphasis is on scientific considerations
with which to guide the process of
river repair through management
practice. Case studies highlight the
use of integrative river science in
the United States, Europe, Japan,
South Africa, and Australia and
emphasize an ecosystem-based approach to river rehabilitation.
http://www.islandpress.org/ser/
index.html

“Comparing Ecosystem Goods
and Services Provided by Restored and Native Lands”

Walter K. Dodds, Kymberly C. Wilson, Ryan L. Rehmeier, G. Layne
Knight, Shelly Wiggam, Jeffrey A.
Falke, Harmony J. Dalgleish, and
Katie N. Bertrand
An analysis of eight categories
of goods and services associated
with native and restored lands
in the lower 48 states finds that
restored lands offer 31 percent to
93 percent of native land benefits
within a decade of restoration,
depending on the biome and the
goods and services of interest. The
results indicate conservation should
be the first priority in planning, but
that restoration can have substantial

Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES), an environmental
scheme now being trialed in this
South-east Asian country, may
serve as a model for the region, if
found successful. Two pilot projects, one in the southern Dong
Nai River Basin and the other in
Son La province, are the test beds
that will determine if this blend
of economics and environmental
management is workable. PES is
an environmental management
tool that has been used in one way
or another since the 1990s and
involves placing a monetary value
upon an ecosystem and then finding both “buyers” and “sellers” for
that ecosystem service, essentially
finding the benefits an ecosystem provides and then striving to
maintain those advantages through
financial means. To read the article,
visit http://www.ipsnews.net/news.
asp?idnews=43783.

“Wetland Restoration in the
New Millennium: Do Research
Efforts Match Opportunities?”

Kelly I. Wagner, Sally K. Gallagher,
Matthew Hayes, Beth A. Lawrence, Joy B. Zedler
Of 311 papers on wetland restoration, only 15 concerned largescale experimentation in restoration
sites. Most papers described what
happened, reported on small field
experiments, or discussed restoration targets. While these are important topics, our opinion is that
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New Books & Articles
we lose significant opportunities to
learn how to recover populations,
community structure, and ecosystem processes, and we limit our
ability to document variability and
whole-system responses, when we
do not experiment at large scales.
We suggest that, wherever possible, large projects facilitate field
tests of alternative restoration approaches. Furthermore, we encourage researchers to take advantage
of major restoration efforts by
conducting large field experiments,
assessing multiple responses, and
offering restoration guidance in an
adaptive framework.
This article is available in the
September 2008 issue of Restoration Ecology.

River Restoration: Managing the
Uncertainty in Restoring Physical Habitat
Stephen Darby and David Sear

This book provides a systematic overview of the issues involved in minimizing and coping

A wide range of case studies are
included from Europe, North
America and Australasia.
http://www.wiley.com/

“Ecological Restoration in
Southeastern British Columbia:
Grasslands to Mountaintops”
Joint conference of the Columbia
Mountains Institute of Applied
Ecology (CMI) and the
British Columbia Chapter of the
Society for Ecological Restoration International (SER-BC)
with uncertainty in river restoration
projects. A series of thematic sections are used to define the various
sources of uncertainty in restoration projects and to explain how
these show at different points in
the project’s life cycle (i.e. design,
construction and post-construction
phases). The structure of the book
offers a rational theoretical analysis
of the problem, while providing
practical guidance in managing the
different sources of uncertainty.

Held in October 2007, this joint
conference focused on new initiatives, restoration activities and
research in southeastern British
Columbia. Important themes addressed by presenters included: restoration of grasslands and forests at
different elevations, rehabilitation
of mine spoils, and restoration of
wetlands and aquatic features. For
a summary of the conference proceedings, visit
http://www.cmiae.org/

Make a Nomination for the SER 2009 Awards!
If you know a practitioner, researcher, organization, community group or academic who has done
exceptional work, nominate them for an award. Fill out our easy online nomination form. The
deadline for nominations is April 21, 2009. http://www.ser.org/content/nominations_process.asp

New Case Studies

T

he Global Restoration Network (GRN) database continues to grow and now includes more than
175 case studies from around the world. We recently began working to create a Spanish component in order to broaden the scope of the database and make more resources available to Latin
American members, friends and affiliates. For access to case studies thus far available in Spanish,
visit http://www.globalrestorationnetwork.org/grn/estudios-de-caso/. The following are two feature
case studies recently added to the site.
SERNews 6

Argentina: Atlantic Forest
Restoration in Iguazú National
Park
This project was initiated in 2001 to reconnect and
restore fragmented stands of Atlantic Forest in the trinational Upper Paraná eco-region of Argentina, Brazil
and Paraguay. This region is of vital importance
in maintaining connectivity among four key parks:
Iguaçu National Park in Brazil, Iguazú National Park
in Argentina (both Heritage Sites protecting the world
famous Iguazú Falls), and the Urugua-í and Foerster
Provincial parks of Misiones, Argentina. Restoration
treatments have targeted privately owned agricultural
land representing a bottleneck for biodiversity, and
more than 20 hectares are currently being restored in the municipality of Andresito. Not only have experimental
trials allowed practitioners to evaluate the efficacy of different techniques, the project has yielded extensive data
on the dynamics of native species regeneration and has facilitated collaborative relationships with local agricultural producers. Alternatives for sustainable land management are being explored (i.e. organic and under-story
yerba mate production), and it is hoped that this project will serve as a regional model for balancing the livelihoods of local communities with the needs of vital forest habitats. View the entire study at
http://www.globalrestorationnetwork.org/database/case-study/?id=213.

India: Restoration of Banni Grassland in Gujarat
The Gujarat Ecology Commission (GEC) initiated a restoration
programme for Banni grassland in the state’s northern Kachchh
district in 1995. Targeting lands degraded by overgrazing,
woody species invasion and salinization, the project aims to
improve ecosystem productivity and to thereby ensure the
socio-economic resilience of local communities in a region entirely dependent upon livestock and the rangelands that sustain
them. Implemented by the Gujarat Institute of Desert Ecology
(GUIDE) and the Vivekananda Research and Training Institute
(VRTI) on a 15-hectare site at Bhirandiyara and a 200-hectare site at Dhordo, the project has employed a combination of
methods, including: protection from grazing; removal of weeds
to reduce competition; soil amendment via shallow ploughing,
slope making etc.; farmyard manure application to improve the
soil nutrient composition; and reseeding to improve the seed bank. With the help of a wet monsoon in 1997, the
project has yielded promising results to date and has afforded practitioners much insight into the processes and
factors that must be addressed in order to ensure an expeditious and sustainable rehabilitation of these grasslands. View the entire study at http://www.globalrestorationnetwork.org/database/case-study/?id=230.

♦

We invite you to include your own restoration project in the GRN database.
For details, contact Levi Wickwire at levi@ser.org.

♦
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SER Europe: News from the 6th European Conference in Ghent, Belgium
The 6th European Conference
on Ecological Restoration ‘Towards
a sustainable future for European
Ecosystems’ was held from September 8-12 2008 in Ghent, Belgium.
About 500 delegates from more than
40 countries attended the conference,
which was a big success for SER
Europe, for the Belgian Research Institute for Nature and Forest (INBO)
as local organizer and for many coorganizers and partners from universities, nature conservation authori-

(DG Environment) emphasized that
interdisciplinary, society-based
ecological restoration must become a
vital part of the strategy to maintain
and improve the quality of the Natura
2000 network in Europe. Mr. Miko
encouraged the conference participants to summarize the ‘state of the
art’ in restoring Natura 2000 habitats
and species and to provide guidelines
for future planning and actions within
the framework of European environmental policy. Similarly, Sebastian

Decleer, who acted as head of the
organising committee, and due to the
grateful financial and institutional
support by the Belgian Research
Institute for Nature and Forest, the
European Commission and many
other institutions.
The conference declaration, conference conclusions, press releases,
photos and other documents concerning the Ghent conference can be
found at:
http://www.ser.org/europe

ties, NGOs and from the European
Commission. In the course of the
conference, 80 participants became
new members of SER International
and SER Europe, which confirms
the increasing popularity and impact
of our organisation in Europe. The
conference was organized in Belgium
in close proximity to EU authorities,
which are currently implementing the
Natura 2000 system for the protection
of fauna, flora and habitats in Europe.
On a European level Natura 2000 has
become the most important instrument to preserve diversity of species,
habitats and landscapes.
Brand new data on the status of
European habitats and species presented by Mrs. Rania Spyropoulou
from the European Environmental
Agency proved that the majority of
habitats and species are in an insufficient or even bad state. To counteract
this situation, Ladislav Miko, director of the European Commission’s
Environment Directorate-General

Winkler, IUCN senior advisor on European Policy, stated that a renewed
restoration agenda is of fundamental
significance for improving and not
only halting the status of biodiversity
of European ecosystems. Undoubtedly, this conference opened excellent
opportunities to intensify the relations
of SER to the European Commission
and to IUCN. It strengthened SER
Europe’s position as the leading organisation on Ecological Restoration
in Europe.
At the end of the conference a
conference declaration “Investing in
nature conservation and ecological
restoration pays” was approved that
recommends greater investment in the
science and practice of nature conservation AND ecological restoration,
as well as in better communication of
the enormous ecological and socioeconomic benefits to be gained.
This very successful conference
was only possible thanks to the commitment of our board member Kris

Upcoming events:
• The 7th European Conference on
“Ecological restoration and sustainable development: establishing links
across frontiers” will be organized in
2010 by Thierry Dutoit (University of
Avignon) and his colleagues. It will
be held from 23 to 28 August 2010 in
the ancient city of Avignon in France.
• A summer school on ‘Species
introduction and management of
biodiversity in restoration projects’
will be held from 29 June to 3 July
2009 at the University of Münster in
Germany.
Contact SER Europe:
Norbert Hölzel, Chair:
nhoelzel@uni-muenster.de
Kathrin Kiehl, Secretary:
ser.europe@wzw.tum.de
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Members-in-the-News
Taking Aim at a Moving Target

Pioneer in Restoration Ecology
Passes Away
Renowned evolutionary biologist and restoration ecologist Tony
Bradshaw died August 21, 2008
at the age of 82. Bradshaw made
a name for himself studying plant responses to heavy metals in contaminated soils and developed techniques
for restoring functioning ecosystems
to such contaminated sites as mines,
quarries and urban landscapes.
Through his work, he helped bridge
the gap between theoretical and applied science and was a pioneer in the
field of restoration ecology. Over the
course of his career, he published a
number of influential works, lent his
support and collaboration to a variety
of environmental organizations, and
helped establish the Institute for Ecology and Environmental Management.
In recognition of his unique and farreaching contribution, Bradshaw was
named Liverpool’s first ever citizen
of honor. Visit http://www.guardian.
co.uk/science/2008/sep/11/evolution
to read more.

Restoring Wetland Habitats in
Anatolia
A July 7 article in the Ventura
County Star reports on the collaboration between California State University Channel Islands professor Sean
Anderson and Stanford researcher
Çagan Sekercioglu in the Kars-Igdir
Biodiversity Project. Begun in 2005,
the project works with local communities in eastern Turkey to promote environmental stewardship and conservation in a region of great importance for
migratory bird populations. Anderson
leads the project’s wetland restoration
component and is currently conducting
restoration work at the Kafkas University Wetland, a seasonal wetland, and
Kuyucuk Lake, a perennial body of
water fed by glacial melt. To read the
article, visit
http://www.venturacountystar.com/
news/2008/jul/07/csuci-facultymember-works-with-award-winningon/

New Direction for Institute at
Clemson
It was reported by The Greenville
News on August 25 that Clemson
University professor Gene W. Eidson
was named the new head of Clemson’s
Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology
and Forest Science. Eidson is active in a number of important water
resources and watershed management
issues in South Carolina, and his efforts have been instrumental in the
EPA’s designation of Clemson as a
Center of Excellence for Watershed
Management. To read the article, visit
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/
apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080825/
NEWS01/808250310/1001/NEWS01.

The Green Factor
In a July 2008 feature article in
Landscape Architecture magazine,
former SER board member Steve
Moddemeyer discusses the unique
role of landscape architects working in
government. Moddemeyer’s work has
demonstrated the tremendous potential
that exists for creative, dedicated individuals to steer urban planning toward
a “whole ecosystem approach.” In
2006, Moddemeyer assisted in creating the Seattle Green Factor, a revised
neighborhood commercial building
code requiring design and construction
techniques that promote the reintroduction of ecosystem services back
into dense urban areas. The Green
Factor is the first landscape code in the
U.S. tied to ecosystem performance.
http://archives.asla.org/lamag/lam08/
july/lam0708.html

An Irish Times article from September 13 reports on proceedings from
SER International’s 6th European
Conference in Ghent. In a discussion about the relevance of current
EU conservation policies that focus
on protecting individual species in
particular habitats, SER board member
Jim Harris points out that climate
change has begun to render an increasing number of sites unsuitable for the
species they were initially designated
to protect. Thus, he argues, conservation policy must be guided by a new
paradigm that replaces the current habitats directive with a wider ecosystems
directive. To read the article, visit
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/
ireland/2008/0913/1221235780226.
html.

The Cost of Environmental
Neglect
In his closing remarks at the national
coastal and estuary restoration conference recently held in Rhode Island,
Eric Higgs of the University of
Victoria’s School of Environmental
Studies addressed the relationship
between ecosystem goods and services
and the growing economic crisis currently destabilizing world markets. He
warned that the failure to recognize
the importance of natural capital, and
the impending neglect for environmental programs in a tenuous economic landscape, will ultimately result
in even greater losses for the global
economy in the future. To read the
article, visit http://www.scrippsnews.
com/node/37192.

Keep Us Posted!
Been working on an interesting project? Been in the news lately?
Written a book, article, paper? We’ll
be happy to highlight it on our Member in the News or Restoration Showcase on the SER homepage. Just send
your materials to Levi Wickwire
(levi@ser.org). Keep your fellow
members in the loop.
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