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SER Board of Directors
2008 Annual Meeting in Tampa, FL
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Restoration Ecology: A Rapidly Emerging Journal

P

ublished on behalf of SER International,
Restoration Ecology is rapidly emerging as a
journal at the forefront of a vital new direction in
science and ecology. RE fosters the exchange of
ideas among many disciplines in the international
scientific community, and with an Impact Factor
of 1.928, due in large part to the efforts of Editor
Professor Richard Hobbs, it has become an important forum for addressing global concerns. In hopes
of building upon this success and increasing the
journal’s contribution to the field of restoration even
further, publication will increase in frequency to 6
issues per year beginning in 2009. Looking back at
2008, many noteworthy articles were published, but
5 stand as the most accessed among them:

•The Value of Animal Behavior in Evaluations of
Restoration Success – by Catherine A. Lindell
•Translocations: Providing Outcomes for Wildlife,
Resource Managers, Scientists, and the Human
Community – by Kevin A. Parker
•More Ecology is Needed to Restore Mediterranean
Ecosystems: A Reply to Valladares and Gianoli
by Marcos Méndez, Daniel García, Fernando T.
Maestre, Adrián Escudero
•Ecological Restoration and Global Climate Change
by James A. Harris, Richard J. Hobbs, Eric Higgs,
James Aronson
•Thinking Locally for Urban Forest Restoration: A
Simple Method Links Exotic Species Invasion to
Local Landscape Structure – by Rebecca L. Vidra
and Theodore H. Shear
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Mexican Conference on Ecology
in Times of Global Change

osted by the Autonomous University
of Yucatán (UADY) in the
heart of Mérida, this fourday conference attracted
over 1,300 participants from
Mexico and Latin America.
In the opening ceremony,
Juan Núñez Farfán, President
of the Mexican Scientific
Society of Ecology (SCME),
expressed his satisfaction
with the selection of Yucatán
as the venue for the event, as
it is a land of great ecological
and cultural diversity.

particular, was very well-attended, demonstrating a real
interest in ecological restoration as a tool for sustainable
development in Mexico and
Latin America. In addition,
SER Project Director Sasha
Alexander hosted a popular
exhibit booth in the historic
courtyard of the University’s
rectory and distributed over
300 SER primers in Spanish.

S

ER was invited to participate in a
full-day symposium on the Challenges and Future Strategies for Ecological Restoration. SER board member-atlarge Francisco A. Comín (Paco), who
presented on behalf of our Chair George
Gann and the Society, made a coherent
and persuasive argument for the integration of science and socio-economic
goals in the developing countries. The
symposium, and Paco’s presentation in

Tampa Board Meeting
continued from page 1

A

frica Representative Oliver Enuoh
gave a presentation about the state
of ecological restoration in Africa and
the emergent possibilities for forging an
active network of practitioners and environmental stakeholders there. He spoke
about future efforts to organize African
continental conferences and develop
SER chapters in Africa, and expressed a
strong interest in fostering a partnership
between SER and his African Ecological
Restoration Foundation. Following his
presentation, the Board voted to work
with Oliver on drafting a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) and establishing a Restoration Resource Center in his
home country of Nigeria.

A

s the city of Mérida,
Yucatán, Mexico is being considered as the venue
for the 2011 SER World Conference,
Sasha and Paco met with various leaders
in the restoration community, as well as
academic and government representatives. In general, there was overwhelming
support and encouragement for hosting
the 2011 Conference in Mérida, as well as
the potential for a strong local organizing
committee. Mérida has a great number of
features that make it attractive for international conferences and a full proposal will
be presented to the SER board in February
2009.

Francisco A. Comín

F

inally, Aïda Farag from the USGSColumbia Environmental Research
Center (CERC) field station in Jackson
Hole, Wyoming gave a presentation on
the second day of the meeting about
fostering a relationship between SER
and the U.S. Department of the Interior’s
Natural Resource Damage Assessment
and Restoration Program (NRDAR). She
touched on the importance of the Society
of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) conference held concurrently in Tampa as a jumping-off point
for SER’s involvement and discussed the
possibility of furthering the collaboration
via a future workshop in Jackson Hole.
The eventual aim is to integrate the principles and practices of restoration ecology into the field of toxicology in order
to re-create functional, self-sustaining
ecosystems on contaminated sites.

The next annual SER Board meeting will take place
on August 21-22, 2009 in Perth, Australia.
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A View from the Chair
By George Gann | SER International Board Chair

It occurred to me as I pondered
what to include in this edition of the
View From The Chair that yet another year has come to a close, and
as is tradition in North America – an
opportunity to make some new year’s
resolutions for the coming year presents itself.
The tradition of the New Year’s
Resolution goes all the way back to
153 B.C. if you can believe it. Janus,
a mythical king of early Rome was
placed at the head of the calendar.
With two faces, Janus could look back
on past events and forward to the future. Janus became the ancient symbol
for resolutions. Popular modern resolutions might include the promise to
lose weight or quit smoking. The early
Babylonian’s most popular resolution
was to return borrowed farm equipment.
This leads me to the following question - what should SER be
resolved to do in the year 2009 and as
important – what should I as the Chair
be resolved to do as well?
Fortunately, we have no borrowed
farm equipment to return – so that
excludes that as a possible resolution. Perhaps SER should be resolved

to become one
of the world’s
most influential
organizations
– thwarting climate change and
re-establishing
natural capital exponentially, while
at the same time
setting in motion the largest increase
in biodiversity Planet Earth has ever
witnessed – or am I thinking too small
here?
NASA recently sent snapshots
from Mars back to earth – photographs that seemed to have identified
a tiny worm-like object fossilized in
the Martian landscape. Could restoration of life on Mars be outside the
realm of our influence, or perhaps I
have been swept up by the recent U.S.
election and this preposterous notion
that anything is possible?
Sure, sure – I could focus on the
mundane minutia of the Society and
banter on about being resolved to
secure a new Executive Director, or
ensure a seamless transition for the
new Chair, or launch a successful
certification program, or relocate our

headquarters. All of these are worthy
and important and even necessary but
lack any real motivational challenges
rivalling that of ditching a nicotine
addiction.
After much contemplation, I have
come to the conclusion that the only
real resolution worthy of pursuing is
to follow in the path of Janus - continue to look back on past events and
learn, while steadfastly focusing on
the future and SER’s role in it. After
all, isn’t the very concept of a New
Year’s resolution tantamount to one of
the cornerstones of ecological restoration – adaptive management?
Recommitting our energies, either
as scientists, practitioners, volunteers
or policy makers to the worthy goal
of assisting the recovery of damaged,
degraded or destroyed ecosystems
should be enough to keep us busy for
another year – don’t you think?
Happy New Year everyone!
Yours truly,
George Gann, Chair
Society for Ecological
Restoration International

Timbaktu: Community-based Restoration in India

L

ocated 100 miles north of Bangalore, the burgeoning IT capital of the world, the Timbaktu Collective
was first organized in 1990 to foster sustainable development in a very poor and drought-prone region
of Andhra Pradesh. Today, the Collective has a team of 60 members and works in about 100 villages, serving over 30,000 landless, small and marginal farmers with special emphasis on women, children, youth
and dalits (lower caste). The Collective was founded with the idea of reviving the natural glory of the area
and reestablishing the people’s relationship with nature thereby inculcating a sense of resource ownership
amongst its people.
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Timbaktu (continued)

A

mong its many projects, with these goals at
the fore, is the Kalpavalli Forest Restoration
program which began in the early 1990’s. After the
experiments in Timbaktu and the hills that surround
it, the Collective began to promote the concept of
eco-restoration through natural regeneration in a village called Mushtikovela in 1992. It took over a year
to convince people to begin protecting about 125
acres of revenue waste lands in the hills surrounding
the village. The impact was felt almost immediately.
Over the next 7 years, 7 more villages had joined in
and about 8,000 contiguous acres of revenue wastelands were being protected and regenerated.

M

ore than half of the native tree and grass species have recovered, streams have become
perennial once again, the diversity of bird species
has increased significantly, and endemic black buck
now graze on these lands. Fire management is an
important priority with fire fighting teams spread
out amongst the 25 villages that surround the Kalpavalli forest. Likewise, organized groups from these
villages also are engaged in monitoring livestock to
prevent overgrazing, seed dribbling and broadcast,
watershed management, and protecting the land from
poachers and indiscriminate tree cutting.

http://www.timbaktu.org/index.html

Community-based Projects in the U.S.
The Prairie Plains Resource Institute was founded in 1980 as a nonprofit educational land trust to maintain
and restore native prairie and wetland ecosystems in Nebraska while creating opportunities for education,
research, stewardship and community development. Since its founding, the
institute has conducted a number of large (i.e. 100+ acres) planting efforts
along the central Platte River, and in 2003 published A Guide to Prairie and
Wetland Restoration in Eastern Nebraska in collaboration with the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission. In addition to its restoration work, Prairie
Plains has also created seven native prairie preserves encompassing more
than 5800 acres and is using them to not only promote conservation, but
to provide education and research opportunities. To learn more, visit http://
www.prairieplains.org/
The Earth Sangha in Fairfax, Virginia is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to practical environmental restoration and conservation work, in addition to
the study and practice of Buddhism. Founded on a strong ethic of community service, the group coordinates community-based ecological restoration
projects in the Washington, D.C. area that include the creation of buffer
zones for streams threatened by development and the restoration of parks
and urban forest areas through a locally-run tree nursery. To compliment
these activities, the group has also established a community Tree Bank on
the island of Hispaniola to provide seedlings for forest restoration and agroecology projects on local farms. Visit http://www.earthsangha.org/.
SERNews 4

Community Projects continued
The Alliance for the Great Lakes was born of a desire by local communities throughout the Great Lakes basin to affect policy, forge partnerships with
conservation organizations and mobilize local efforts to protect and restore the
world’s largest freshwater resource. Governed by 20 volunteers from around the
region, the Alliance works to raise awareness among local community members
about a range of environmental issues affecting the basin, and coordinates a
network of over 100 community organizations to develop basin-wide solutions
with a local emphasis. Projects focus on water quality, habitat recovery, sustainable water use, education and outreach, and clean energy. Go to http://www.
greatlakes.org/Page.aspx?pid=243 to learn more.
The “sky islands” of southern Arizona and northern Mexico are high-elevation, forested
ecosystems separated by vast expanses of desert and arid grasslands. As such, they sustain
much of the region’s biodiversity and provide critical habitat for migratory bird species
and the northernmost populations of jaguars. The Sky Island Alliance, founded in 1991,
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the protection and restoration of these unique
ecosystems through such grassroots activities as: road closures and restorations, riparian habitat restorations, advocacy for wilderness designations and other legislative-based
protections, and linkages of important wildlife corridors. Not only is the group working
to encourage conservation and stewardship among communities in southern Arizona, it
has expanded its efforts into northern Mexico, where cooperative relationships are being
fostered with landowners to ensure the health and connectivity of jaguar habitat. To learn
more, visit http://skyislandalliance.org/home.htm

New Books & Articles
New Models for Ecosystem Dynamics and Restoration
Edited by Richard J. Hobbs and
Katharine N. Suding

As scientific understanding
about ecological processes has
grown, the idea that ecosystem
dynamics are complex, nonlinear,
and often unpredictable has gained
prominence. The emerging idea of
“restoration thresholds” enables scientists to recognize when ecological
systems are likely to recover on their
own and when active restoration efforts are needed. New Models for
Ecosystem Dynamics

and Restoration brings together leading experts from around the world
to explore how conceptual models
based on alternative stable states
and restoration thresholds can be
applied to the recovery of degraded
systems and how recent advances in
our understanding of ecosystem and
landscape dynamics can be translated into conceptual and practical
frameworks for restoration.
www.islandpress.org/bookstore/
details.php?prod_id=1692
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New Books & Articles
Real World Ecology: LargeScale and Long-Term Case
Studies and Methods

activities is a costly process. This
brief provides a synthesis of how we
might accomplish forest restoration
monitoring in light of limited federal
budgets, thereby allowing for adaptive strategies in the management of
low elevation, dry forest ecosystems
of the Northern Rocky Mountains.
While this report is focused on restoration and monitoring in the Northern
Rocky Mountains, the general message is applicable across restoration
imperatives and landscapes.
http://wilderness.org/content/unknown-trajectory-forest-restoration

Edited by ShiLi Miao, Susan
Carstenn, Martha Nungesser
This collection of case studies
showcases innovative experimental designs, analytical options, and
interpretation possibilities currently
available to theoretical and applied
ecologists, practitioners, and biostatisticians. By illustrating how
scientists have answered pressing
questions about ecosystem restoration, impact and recovery, global
warming, conservation, modeling,
and biological invasions, this book
will broaden the acceptance and application of modern approaches by
scientists and encourage further
methodological development.
http://www.addebook.com/biomed/
html/2008/real-world-ecology-largescale-and-long-term-case-studiesand-methods_13578.html

“Urban Park Restoration and
the ‘Museumification’ of
Nature”
Paul Gobster

Ecological restoration is becoming an increasingly popular means
of managing urban natural areas for
human and environmental values. In
spite of the fact that urban ecological
restorations can foster unique, positive relationships between people and
nature, the scope of these interactions
is often restricted to particular activities and experiences, especially in city
park settings. This article explores
the phenomenon of this “museumification” in terms of its revision of
landscape and land use history, how
it presents nature through restoration
design and implementation, and its
potential impacts on the nature experiences of park users, particularly
children.
http://nrs.fs.fed.us/pubs/8905

Sustainable Sites Initiative
Guidelines and Performance
Benchmarks

The Sustainable Sites Initiative
The Sustainable Sites Initiative
envisions sustainable land practices
that will enable natural and built
systems to work together to protect
and enhance the ability of landscapes
to provide such ecosystem services
as climate regulation, clean air and
water, and improved quality of life.
The central message of the Initiative
is that any landscape—whether the
site of a large subdivision, a shopping mall, a park, an abandoned rail
yard, or even a single home—holds
the potential both to improve and to
regenerate the natural benefits and
services provided by ecosystems in
their undeveloped state. http://www.
sustainablesites.org/report/

“The Unknown Trajectory of
Forest Restoration: A Call for
Ecosystem Monitoring”
Thomas DeLuca, Greg Aplet, Bo
Wilmer

Ecological restoration of forests
is an increasingly common activity
on our nation’s forests. However,
monitoring after forest restoration

“Rifts and Shifts: Getting to the
Root of Environmental Crises”

Brett Clark and Richard York

Humans depend on functioning ecosystems to sustain themselves, and their actions affect those
same ecosystems. As a result, there
is a necessary “metabolic interaction” between humans and the earth,
which influences both natural and
social history. Increasingly, the state
of nature is being defined by the operations of the capitalist system, as
anthropogenic forces are altering the
global environment on a scale that is
unprecedented. Although the ecological crisis has captured public attention, the dominant economic forces
are attempting to seize the moment
by assuring us that capital, technology, and the market can be employed
so as to ward off any threats without
a major transformation of society.
Rather than acknowledging metabolic
rifts, natural limits, and/or ecological
contradictions, capital seeks to play
a shell game with the environmental
problems it generates, moving them
around rather than addressing the
root causes.
http://www.monthlyreview.org/
081124clark-york.php
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Members-in-the-News
Reseeding Mount Sentinel
In a November 8, 2008 article,
Montana’s News Station reported
on efforts to restore a section of
Missoula’s Mount Sentinel that
was left denuded by a summer
wildfire. Conservation manager
Morgan Valliant coordinated a
team of local volunteers as they
planted native seed over several
20-acre plots. This is thought to
be the largest restoration-focused
re-seeding project in the Missoula Valley to date, and it has been
guided in large part by past university studies that aided in the selection of plants for reintroduction. To
read the article visit http://www.
montanasnewsstation.com/Global/
story.asp?S=9317062.

New Addition to the Wildlands
Project
As reported in a November
10, 2008 press release, long-time
SER Board member and founder
of Biohabitats, Inc. Keith Bowers
has been appointed to the Board of
Directors for the Wildlands Project,
a partnership of individuals and organizations working to enhance the
connectivity and conservation value
of protected natural areas throughout North America in order to prevent species extinctions and safeguard biodiversity. In this capacity,
Keith will help guide the project’s
continental-scale conservation and
restoration plans that include core
wild areas, wildlife linkages and
stewardship lands. To read the
article visit http://www.prweb.com/
releases/2008/11/prweb1576294.
htm.

Keeping the White River
Watershed Clean
The Star Press reported on
November 30, 2008 that restora-

an important part of a new environmental education program at the
school and is affording students a
number of valuable learning opportunities. To read the full article
visit http://www.marinij.com/ci_
11170323?source=most_emailed

The New Restoration Economy

tion ecologist Tom Reeve has been
named the new coordinator of the
White River Watershed Project in
Muncie, Indiana. Reeve will manage the project’s third EPA grant to
continue developing a variety of innovative projects aimed at enhancing the absorptive capacity of areas
feeding the watershed in order to
curb the influx of pollutants borne
by dirt-laden storm runoff. Carrying
such contaminants as agricultural
chemicals and residues from local residences and roadways, this
runoff represents a major source of
degradation to the watershed and
is being mitigated through created wetlands, check dams, porous
surfaces and “No Mow Areas.” To
read the article visit http://www.
thestarpress.com/article/20081130/
NEWS01/811300323/1002

Wetlands Restoration in Mill
Valley
Ecologist Peter Baye is guiding efforts to restore a small wetlands site adjacent to a Mill Valley
school, reports the Marin Independent Journal on December 8, 2008.
Students and local volunteers have
been working together to clear
invasive plants and reestablish such
native species as coast live oak, salt
grass, meadow sedge and California rose. In spite of some initial
opposition from local community
members, the project has become

A Gaia Discovery post from
November 22, 2008 presents a discussion of Storm Cunningham’s
newest book ReWealth!. In this
book, Cunningham describes a
new paradigm for the 21st century
wherein conventional economic
models predicated on “dewealth,”
or the depletion and degradation of
natural systems, are supplanted by a
self-perpetuating restoration economy with the potential to generate
trillions of dollars annually. Under
this “rewealth” model, wealth is created through asset renewal (i.e. ecological restoration) and can therefore be pursued forever, in contrast
to current economic relationships
beset by looming global recessions.
This new vision promises a regeneration of the natural, constructed and
socio-economic landscapes together
and offers a viable alternative to
the outmoded systems currently in
place.
Visit http://www.gaiadiscovery.
com/latest-people/stormcunningham-on-rewealthrenewal-and-restoration.html

Keep Us Posted!
Been working on an interesting project? Been in the news
lately? Written a book, article,
paper? We’ll be happy to highlight
it on our Member in the News or
Restoration Showcase on the SER
homepage. Just send your materials
to Levi Wickwire (levi@ser.org).
Keep your fellow members in the
loop.
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Chapter News
SER Northwest Chapter Regional Conference 2009:
Call for Abstracts

Mark your calendars! We invite you to submit abstracts for oral presentations and posters to be presented at the
2009 SERNW Regional Conference. The Conference will be held in Lynnwood, Washington at the Lynnwood Convention Center, May 19-22, 2009. We welcome abstracts from all disciplines and expertise representing academics,
practitioners, and government. Our vision is a program of oral presentations and posters that create an opportunity for
the exchange of information and knowledge to promote the preservation, conservation, enhancement, and restoration
of urban and rural ecosystems of the Pacific Northwest. The 2009 Conference theme is “Creating Thriving Rural and
Urban Communities through Ecological Restoration”. Abstracts are being solicited to cover a wide range of suggested
scientific, cultural and ecological related topics. Visit http://www.ser.org/sernw/default.asp

SER Midwest-Great Lakes Chapter Annual Meeting April 2009
The Organizing Committee is now focusing on preparations for the first annual meeting. Our first annual
meeting is scheduled for the weekend of April 24, 2009 at Marian College in Indianapolis, Indiana. The call for abstracts will be coming soon, so check our webpage or email us at mwgl@ser.org for updates. We have established a
Chapter webpage (www.ser.org/content/SERMWGL.asp) and a Chapter listserve so that we can communicate with
our members and to facilitate communication among members. Our first newsletter was published in September 2008
and is available online at our chapter webpage. We are currently working on the second newsletter and it will be available online in the first part of January 2009. Additionally, we participated as exhibitors at the Chicago Wilderness
Congress in November as part of our membership recruitment efforts.

New SER Student Guild at the University of Montana
SER is pleased to announce the creation of a new Student Guild at the University of Montana at Missoula. The
guild was created under university faculty members Cara Nelson (also a SER Board member) and Marilyn Marler,
and already consists of 18 student members! The University of Montana joins the University of Washington as SER’s
current Student Guild organizations. If you would like more information regarding Student Guilds, please contact us
at info@ser.org.

Make a Nomination for the SER 2009 Awards!
If you know a practitioner, researcher, organization, community group or academic who has done exceptional work, nominate them for an award. Fill out our easy online nomination form.The deadline for
nominations is April 21, 2009. http://www.ser.org/content/nominations_process.asp
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