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SERI 2009 World Conference on Ecological
Restoration: A Resounding Success!
By Kingsley Dixon, Chair of the SERI 2009 Conference Organizing Committee
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SERI Releases New Policy Position Statement: “Ecological Restoration and Rare Species Management in Response to Climate Change”

O

n August 25, 2009, the Society for
Ecological Restoration International
released its latest Policy Position Statement entitled “Ecological Restoration and
Rare Species Management in Response to
Climate Change”, which outlines a number
of management options, including habitat
restoration, that could assist rare and en-

dangered species in these rapidly changing
times.

T

o read this and other SER Policy Position Statements, visit
http://www.globalrestorationnetwork.org/
restoration/guidelines/articles/ser-briefingnotes-policy-position-statements/
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SER2011 World Conference Launched in Perth
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It will provide a global
venue for professionals, researchers, students and the public to
come together, learn and
share their knowledge
and experiences, and
identify practical solutions for restoring nature
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ecosystem goods and
services. The SER2011
website is available in
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SERI 2009 World Conference
continued from page 1

sense of place for delivering on-ground
restoration. The challenge of ‘large landscape’ restoration was the subject of Keith
Bradby’s presentation where he presented
the Gondwana Link project, the largest
landscape-scale restoration in a biodiversity hotspot that aims to re-connect large
sections of southwest Western Australia.
Richard Hobbs and Jim Harris pulled a
rabbit out of the hat, or should I say parrot,
with a comic re-interpretation of the classic Monty Python sketch where the dead
parrot represented a dead ecosystem (now
on You Tube - http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OAep2nyV5hI ).

T

he sessions covered Days 2 and 3 with
nine concurrent sessions each day
comprising invited and submitted papers.
A wide range of topics was covered in restoration ecology from the social and practical solutions perspective to indigenous
involvement in restoration. An inspiring
area was a total of 26 presentations from
indigenous presenters from Australian
New Zealand, Africa and the Americas.
Student representation was strong with
impressive presentations on a wide range
of topics. A highlight of the closing ceremony was recognition of the excellence
of student participation with presentation
of awards for the best student poster and
oral presenter.

S

even, concurrent, one-day field-trips
concluded the conference with delegates visiting key biomes as well as island,
wetland, post-mining and riparian restoration areas.

A

feature enjoyed by many at the meeting was the pre and post-conference
field trips that immersed delegates in the
floral bonanza of the southwest Australian
biodiversity hotspot. The conference was
also the venue to launch the Australian
chapter of SERI with Australian and New
Zealand delegates unanimously endorsing
the creation of the chapter. Such enthusiasm is testimony to the high profile of
SERI both in Australia and internationally.

T

he conference infused delegates with
invigorated enthusiasm for tackling the
complex and difficult tasks we all face in a
world where natural resources and biodiversity, more often than not, take a back
seat to human decision processes. Though
it may be many years before the conference returns ‘down-under’, the legacy of
the fellowship, scholarship and optimism
in a restored world will remain and be refreshed with the next international meeting
scheduled for Merida in Mexico in 2011
(http://www.ser2011.org/).
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View from the Chair
By Jim Harris | SER International Board Chair

It gives me great pleasure to have
the opportunity to write this column
as the new Chair of the Society, and in
particular, to serve the organization in
this capacity. I have been associated
with the Society since my first meeting in Orlando in 1991, and joined the
board in Austin in 1998, as the EuroMediterranean representative. I feel
deeply honoured by this appointment,
and hope that I can maintain the high
standards set by previous Chairs – and
in particular the out-going (and current Vice-Chair) George Gann, who
stepped up during a very challenging
period between Executive Director
Appointments.
I have just come back from the
SERI 2009 World Conference on
Ecological Restoration in Perth, Australia, which was a delight to attend,
participate in and contribute to. I was
particularly pleased to see the young
people involved in the conference and
in ecological restoration in general,
along with the continued dedicated
work of those who have been involved
in SERI for a long time.
It is a very exciting time for SERI,
with increasing realisation in government, industry, commerce and society
as a whole, of the need for proper nurturing of our living natural resources
to ensure that we achieve sustainable
human well-being. A prime “pivotpoint” for this was the publication of
the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment – this has increased awareness
that human society is completely
dependant upon healthy ecosystems to
provide the goods and services that we
depend upon, and the way in which
ecological restoration can repair the
damage done to our planetary system.
This has been adopted with great
gusto by many governments, notably Parks Canada’s pioneering work

in producing
their “Principles
and Guidelines
for Ecological
Restoration in
Canada’s Protected Natural
Areas”, and is
being taken up
by the IUCN to
provide guidance at the international
level. The United Kingdom’s Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs has adopted an “Ecosystem Approach” to guide development
decisions, and is currently carrying out
a National Ecosystem Assessment of
its own. The European Chapter of the
Society is actively engaged with the
Directorate-General for the Environment of the European Union with a
view to reviewing legislation to foster
ecological restoration as a much larger
part of conservation efforts.
The activities at the Chapter level
continue to grow with our international and regional conference activities, and their active engagement with
national and regional governments and
other societies and bodies dedicated
to the task of conserving and restoring
our life-support systems. The influence and impact of the GRN is burgeoning and developing. The Society’s
Journals have a critical role in disseminating and advancing the science and
practice of ecological restoration; the
growth in this area can be seen by the
increase in issues per year currently
underway at Restoration Ecology.
On the ground, there have been
growing movements of volunteers and
practitioners bringing together sound
science and new technologies to build
both natural and social capital by
restoring degraded and damaged ecosystems. In this arena, the Society is

working on a Certification programme
for practitioners which should be up
and running in the coming year.
A great deal of this work is being
carried out with the active participation and generous support of SERI
Members at all levels, from individuals to grassroots and international
organizations. We need to build on
this effort from members and continue
growing the membership in order to
extend our activities and input around
the world. I am always inspired when
meeting people involved in this
grand project, seeing the work on the
ground, and reading of the latest work
in the field. I am proud to be serving
SERI and its central role in reconnecting Nature and Culture.
Yours truly,
Jim Harris, Chair
Society for Ecological
Restoration International
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The passing of the gavel from outgoing
Chair George Gann to Jim Harris

New YouTube Hit Stars SER’s Very Own Professor Jim Harris!
Professor Jim Harris brings a diverse set of interests and qualifications to his newly acquired post as Chair
of the SER Board of Directors. Besides being internationally renowned as a soil scientist and restoration
ecologist, he possesses extraordinary agility as a satirical writer, exhibits unwavering devotion to his favorite
cricket team, and dazzles audiences with his brand of inspired acting. Jim and co-star Dr. Richard Hobbs of
the University of Western Australia took to the stage in Perth and treated the audience to a sketch only Monty
Python could approximate.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAep2nyV5hI
SERNews 3

2009 SERI Board Elections

By Don Eastman, Outgoing Chair of the Board Development Committee
and Levi Wickwire, GRN Case Studies Coordinator

T

he 2009 SERI Board elections were held at the annual membership meeting on August 26, 2009 at the SERI
World Conference in Perth, Australia. The Board gives its sincere thanks to Don Eastman and the other volunteers on the Board Development Committee for putting together this year’s election slate. Fourteen positions
were uncontested, and 11 of these were filled by returning Board members. The other 3 uncontested positions
were filled by individuals new to the Board.
Karen Keenleyside joins the Board as 1 of 5 Representatives-At-Large. Karen is a senior science and policy
advisor with Parks Canada’s Ecological Integrity Branch. She recently led the development of Principles and
Guidelines for Ecological Restoration in Canada’s Protected Natural Areas and is currently chairing an Ecological Restoration Task Force for the IUCN’s World Commission on Protected Areas.
John Tobe joins the Board as the new Southeast U.S. Representative. Dr. Tobe is a scientist with a wide range
of experience in the scientific study of plant biology, floristics, plant ecology, restoration, ethnobotany, sustainable landscape design, and horticulture. He is an expert on the flora of the southern Appalachians, piedmont and
southeastern coastal plain of North America, including subtropical Florida.
Mary Travaglini joins the Board as the new Northeast U.S./Southeast Canada Representative, replacing Jim
Thorne, who has become the Society’s new Treasurer. Mary works for The Nature Conservancy as the Potomac
Gorge Habitat Restoration Manager in Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia. Her work aids in the
protection of rare plants, and endemic plant communities of the Potomac Gorge, one of the most biologically
diverse landscapes of the Eastern U.S.
(continued on page 5)

The Indigenous Peoples’ Restoration
Network Continues to Grow
By Dennis Martinez, IPRN Co-Chair

O

I

nce again, a strong international Indign addition, Dennis and David Claudie
enous showing was made at the 2009
of Cape York participated in the plenary
SERI World Conference on Ecological
symposium on Restoration in a Changing
Restoration: Change in a Changing World,
World, organized by Don Falk. A PDF of
in Perth, Australia. The Indigenous PeoDennis’s talk is available at https://www.
ples’ Restoration Network (IPRN), a SER
ser.org/pdf/Dennis_Martinez_talk_Falk_
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Dennis Martinez
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2009 SERI Board Elections
(continued)

allots were cast to determine the new Board representatives for the following three regions: the Midwest
B
U.S./Canada, the Western U.S., and the Pacific region. Congratulations to the following individuals who
were elected by the SERI membership:
Stuart K. Allison replaces Al Unwin as the new Midwest U.S./Canada Representative. Stuart is a native of rural
Illinois who has worked in ecological restoration for 16 years, with most of his field work focusing on tallgrass
prairies. He is on the faculty at Knox College and is the director of the college’s Green Oaks Field Research
Center. Stuart also serves on the editorial board of Restoration Ecology.
John T. Stanley joins the SERI Board as the Western U.S. Representative. John was formerly the Soil Conservation and Stream Environment Zone Program Manager for the Bi-State (CA/NV) Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency, and he has more than 40 years consulting and staff experience in environmental planning, biotic impact
analysis, habitat mitigation, ecological restoration, and watershed management.
Malcolm J. Wealleams replaces Kingsley Dixon as the new Pacfic Representative. Malcolm has worked as an
environmental professional in the mining industry since 1987 and has conducted environmental management
projects around the world. He is currently the Principal Environmental Advisor managing the ESIA process for
the billion-tonne Namosi Gold/Copper project in Fiji.
ERI extends a warm welcome to all of these new Board members and offers a sincere thank you to the folS
lowing outgoing Board members for their dedicated service to the organization and its mission of promoting
ecological restoration around the world:
Al Unwin was an active member of the SERI Board of Directors since 2001, serving first as a RepresentativeAt-Large and then as the Midwest U.S./Canada Representative. Al chaired the Awards Committee for many
years and continues to lead the Conference Organizing Committee.
Suzanne Tuttle first joined the SERI Board in 2004 as the Rocky Mountain/Great Plains Representative, and
then took over as Treasurer in 2005. She played a key role in establishing SERI’s endowment and took on extra
financial duties when SERI was without an Executive Director.
Karen Rodriguez joined the SERI Board in 1998 as the Midwest U.S./Canada Representative, and then served
the Society as Secretary for the last 5 years, making many important contributions along the way.
Lucinda Jackson became a Representative-At-Large on the SERI Board of Directors in 2004 and played an
important role in helping the Society secure financial contributions from the oil industry.
Bobby Keeland was elected to the SERI Board in 2007 as the Southeast U.S. Representative, but unfortunately
he was seriously injured in a car accident and was unable to complete his term. We wish him the best as he continues to recover.
Finally, the SERI Board would like to extend a very special thank you to outgoing Chair George Gann for his
hard work and dedicated service as to the Society during a very difficult period of transition. George was instrumental in ensuring the Society’s continued health and resilience as it operated for many months without an
Executive Director. Thanks, George!

Happy Trails, Kate!
After serving as SERI’s Membership Coordinator for the last year, Kate Samelson is
moving on to other pursuits. Kate stepped in at a difficult juncture and worked hard to
keep things organized and maintain contact with the membership. We wish her well in
whatever endeavor comes next. Thanks, Kate!
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2009 SERI Awards

By Al Unwin, Outgoing SERI Awards Committee Chair

Dr. Wally Covington Receives 2009 Theodore M. Sperry Award
The Theodore M. Sperry award honours indi- has also been the leading voice for ecological restoration
viduals who have made a significant contribution to the in these dynamic ecosystems. He and his colleagues and
science and/or practice of Ecological Restoration. Re- students have pioneered basic approaches to restoring
cipients must have demonstrated innovation and pioneer- forest structure and keystone processes, particularly fire.
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More than any other single
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national
individual, Dr. W. Wallace Covand international forest policy, and an
ington – Wally – has provided the
important voice in legislation promotcombination of science and vision
ing ecological restoration.
for restoration of ponderosa pine
The Awards Committee can think
forests of North America, where
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David Huffman (right) accepts the award on
the
2009
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years, both as a graduate student
Wally Covington’s behalf.
than
Wally
Covington, and we extend
and then as a member of the facour
congratulations.
(Unfortunately,
Wally was unable to
ulty of Northern Arizona University. During this time, he
make
the
journey
to
Perth,
so
David
Huffman – a colhas made an enormous contribution to the basic underleague
at
the
Ecological
Restoration
Institute
–agreed to
standing of the structure and function of ponderosa pine
accept
the
award
on
his
behalf.)
forests, as reflected in a truly extraordinary lifetime record of publication in restoration ecology. Dr. Covington

Keith Bowers Receives 2009 John Rieger Award
Named for the Society’s first president, the John over 200 ecological restoration projects throughout the
Rieger Award acknowledges those that further ecological United States. Keith also teaches ecological restoration
seminars and workshops and particirestoration through the developpates in numerous industry panels.
ment of the Society for Ecological
Keith Bowers joined the Board of
Restoration International and those
Directors
of SER International in San
that have made a significant impact
Francisco
at the 11th annual conferon the theory, practice, or public
ence
in
1999.
Keith’s business acuawareness of restoration. By this
men
was
immediately
put to effective
award, the Society for Ecological
use
when
he
was
named
treasurer of
Restoration International acknowlthe
Society
in
2001.
From
that point
edges its debt to those who have
on,
Keith’s
focused
direction
and
dedicated their time and skills to
leadership
became
apparent,
and
he
the advancement of ecological reswas
named
Vice
Chair
of
the
Socitoration and/or to the development
ety in 2002 and Chair of the Society
of the Society.
a year later. Keith’s leadership durKeith Bowers recognized
ing his time as Chair and Vice Chair
the need for ecological restoration
Photo courtesy of Amanda Jorgenson
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more than 25 years ago, before it
Al
Unwin
presents
award
to
Keith
Bowers
(right)
the Board and staff that has directly
was even recognized as a field. As
led to the health and stability that
President and founder of Biohabiwe
experience
today
as an organization. In 2008, Keith
tats, this internationally recognized landscape architect
agreed
to
serve
as
the
Society’s first Global Restoration
has planned, designed, and managed the construction of
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2009 SERI Awards continued
Ambassador, a role he continues to fulfill at present and
one that has him working in various capacities to promote
the Society and provide experienced leadership wherever
required – most recently in the development of the Society’s Certification Program for ecological restoration
practitioners.
Keith has also been a tremendous ambassador for
the Society in the International policy arena, beginning in
2003 when he was part of a team of SER representatives
travelling to Malaysia to participate in the Commission
for Ecosystem Management of the IUCN. 2003 also saw
Keith participate in the World Parks Congress in South
Africa where he continued to spread the word about eco-

logical restoration and SER International. Along with
George Gann, Keith participated in the IUCN World Conservation Congress in Bangkok, Thailand in 2004 and
more recently, the World Conservation Congress in Barcelona in 2008. Furthermore, he was just recently named
restoration theme leader for the IUCN’s Commission on
Ecosystem Management.
In the history of the Society for Ecological Restoration International, there are few people who have been
more passionate than Keith Bowers about spreading the
word of the Society and its vision. Congratulations to the
2009 recipient of the John Rieger Award – Keith Bowers.

Outgoing Secretary Karen Rodriguez Receives the Golden Trowel Award
By George Gann, Outgoing SERI Chair
One of the privileges of being the Chair of the region, but also to promote education and training initiaSociety is that, upon stepping down, you have the oppor- tives. Within Board meetings, she could always be counted on to provide thoughtful and protunity to recognize the contributions
ductive contributions. Over the last
of a special person or persons who
five years, Karen served the Society
helped you to achieve your work.
as Secretary, a position without much
The SERI Golden Trowel Award is
limelight, but one critical to SERI’s
given in recognition of Special Serhealth and development. Early on as
vice to the Chair during his or her
Secretary, she worked with me to retenure. While acknowledging that it
cord the myriad changes to the Sociis becoming increasingly difficult to
ety’s bylaws during a period of major
choose a single individual for this
governance reforms. During my time
award, it brought me great pleasure
as Chair, she developed a defensible
to surprise outgoing Secretary Karen
and consistent process whereby the
Rodriguez with the Golden Trowel
SERI Board could make decisions
Award at our awards banquet in Perth.
for the Society between meetings.
Karen joined the SERI Board
Finally, Karen was always there for
in 1998, during my first term as Chair,
Photo courtesy of Amanda Jorgenson
me to provide guidance and support
and we immediately developed a colGeorge Gann presents the Golden Trowel
when I needed it, regardless of how
legial and productive working relaAward to Karen Rodriguez
chaotic the period. Thank You Karen!
tionship. Originally the Midwestern
U.S. & Canadian Regional Representative, Karen helped
not only to spread the word about restoration within her

Theodore M. Sperry: Restoration Pioneer

T

heodore M. Sperry was born in Toronto, Ontario,
in 1907. After completing a B.S. in 1929 at Butler
University in his hometown of Indianapolis, Indiana,
he entered the graduate school of the University of Illinois, where he earned an M.S. in 1931 and a Ph.D. in
Botany in 1933.

I

n that same year, Ecology published a condensed
version of his dissertation about root systems of
prairie plants. At the University of Wisconsin, Aldo
Leopold read the article and arranged for Sperry’s

transfer to the Civilian Conservation Corps under the
National Park Service in Madison, Wisconsin. Under
the auspices of Leopold, Sperry was given sixty acres
of old farm land near the Madison campus on the University’s research land. Sperry and a small crew were
given long-handled shovels and a truck and told to
“go make a prairie.” Curtis Prairie became the world’s
first restored prairie, and Sperry considered his work
and research at Curtis Prairie his greatest professional
achievement.
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SERI Takes Part in Colombian Conference
By Sasha Alexander, Program Director

The Colombian Network for Ecological Restoration (REDCRE) recently held their 2nd National Conference in
Bogota on July 29-August 1, 2009. Over 450 participants, with a fair number of delegates from Latin America, took part
in a week of plenaries, symposia, concurrent scientific sessions, training workshops and field trips. I was invited to participate, host an exhibit booth and give a presentation on the role of national, regional and international restoration networks
at the closing session. I was most impressed with the level of enthusiasm and passion among the delegates, as well as the
remarkable number of science-based restoration projects being designed and implemented with community involvement.
The primary focus of many of the presentations was the integration of restoration and the long-term socio-economic objectives of the community or communities affected. From responding and adapting to climate change to discussions of riparian, tropical forest and agro-ecological projects, the conference presented a number of balanced approaches
to restoring degraded lands in Colombia and similar socio-ecosystems throughout Latin America. REDCRE is also an
active member of the larger Ibero-American and Caribbean Network (RIACRE) that will be holding their 1st Conference
in Curitiba, Brazil in November 2009 (see below). REDCRE, RIACRE and SERI hope to work together to promote the
science and the practice of ecological restoration in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Photos courtesy of REDCRE

I Congreso Colombiano de Restauración Ecológica y
II Simposio de Experiencias en Restauración Ecológica
Entre los días 27 y 31 de julio de 2009, en la ciudad de Bogotá, se realizó el I Congreso Colombiano de Restauración Ecológica y II Simposio de Experiencias en Restauración Ecológica, organizado por el Grupo de Restauración
Ecológica de la Universidad Nacional de Colombia (GREUNAL) – coordinador de la Red Colombiana de Restauración
Ecológica (REDCRE) – y la Academia Colombiana de Ciencias Exactas, Físicas y Naturales (ACCEFYN). El Congreso
contó con 455 personas procedentes a once países.
Días previos a la realización del Congreso, se desarrollaron dos cursos pre congreso: 1-“Restauración de Humedales” ofrecido por el Dr. Roberto Lindig Cisneros del Centro de Investigaciones en Ecosistemas (CIEco) de la UNAM; y
2- “Principios Básicos y Aplicados Para la Restauración en los Trópicos” ofrecido por la Dra. Eliane Ceccon, del Centro
Regional de Investigaciones Multidisciplinarias (CRIM) de la UNAM.
Durante el Congreso se realizaron 13 simposios y 3 mesas redondas en los que se presentaron 131 trabajos de
investigación y aplicación en restauración ecológica. Además, investigadores nacionales e internacionales de alto nivel
presentaron 19 ponencias magistrales. Adicionalmente se presentaron la Red Iberoamericana y del Caribe de Restauración
Ecológica (RIACRE) y la Sociedad Internacional para la Restauración Ecológica (SERI).
Los participantes del evento tuvieron la oportunidad de intercambiar experiencias y conocimientos, aprender y
fortalecer conceptos y divulgar los trabajos adelantados en diferentes ecosistemas afectados por una gran diversidad de
presiones y disturbios.
Para mayor información sobre la Red Colombiana de Restauración Ecológica, visite http://www.redcre.org

Congreso Iberoamericano y del Caribe sobre Restauración Ecológica
La Red Iberoamericana y del Caribe de Restauración Ecológica (RIACRE) conjuntamente con la Sociedad
Brasilera de Recuperación de Áreas Degradadas (SOBRADE) y la Fundación de Investigaciones Forestales de
Paraná (FUPEF), y con el apoyo de la Universidad Federal de Paraná (UFPR) y la Empresa Brasilera de Investigaciones Agropecuarias (EMBRAPA), programaron el Congreso Iberoamericano y del Caribe sobre Restauración
Ecológica para el período del 9 al 13 de Noviembre de 2009, en Curitiba, Estado de Paraná, Brasil. El programa
del congreso será estructurado en forma de conferencias, mesas redondas y sesiones científico-técnicas en forma de
paneles y comunicación oral. Para mayor información, visite http://www.sobrade.com.br/riacre/
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SER International Helps Establish New International
Urban Training Center in South Korea
By Dyanne Sheldon, Restoration Ecologist with Otak and visiting lecturer for the Korea Training Course

T

he new International Urban Training Center
in Gangwon Province, South Korea was
dedicated on September 1, 2009. The Center, founded with sponsorship by Gangwon
Province, the Korean government, the United
Nations’ UN-HABITAT program and SER
International, will promote sustainable urban
development in Asia. Dr. Kwi-Gon Kim, a
professor of landscape architecture at Seoul National University, was the primary driving force
behind the establishment of the IUTC facility.
Following the dedication ceremony, the brand
new Center offered its first week-long training
Photo courtesy of Dyanne Sheldon
course. Four instructors from the U.S. taught
35 students from 14 different countries across Asia, and one student from Kenya. The U.S. instructors included Linda
Krippner, Wetland Ecologist, ESA Adolfson, Seattle, WA; Michael Popiwny, Architect/Project Manager, King County,
WA; Dyanne Sheldon, Restoration Ecologist, Otak; Kirkland, WA; and Prof. Ken Yocum, Landscape Architect; Univ. of
WA, Seattle, WA.
These instructors conducted three days of lectures ranging from broad overviews to detailed design considerations related
to such themes as: climate change influences on community and watershed planning; ecological restoration at a landscape
scale; river restoration, wastewater and stormwater planning; wildlife habitat design; and wetland restoration design details.
Following the lectures, the class went to Gangneung City on the east coast of Gangwon Province to assess a series of completed habitat restoration projects, and to gather background information for a design charette for wetlands adjacent to the
Gangneung Lagoon. Students worked in small groups, each with an instructor, to develop a sweeping range of restoration
design concepts for the wetlands, including: public access, educational opportunities, consideration for food production
and recreation, as well as increased water quality and flood control. Based on feedback from student surveys, this first
training experience at the IUTC was a success. The participants learned a great deal about restoration, and they formed
what many promised would be lasting relationships with colleagues and new friends from across Asia.

SERI World Conferences: Seeking Partners and Proposals for 2013

A

s you all know, SERI World Conferences take place
every two years. Our conferences not only provide us with a unique opportunity to learn first-hand
new developments in conservation and restoration and
address the challenges we face, but they also give us an
excellent chance to connect, network and re-energize
in the pursuit of our mission. SERI World Conferences
are also a venue for professionals, researchers, students
and the public from around the world to come together,
learn and share their knowledge and experiences, and
identify practical solutions for restoring nature and sustaining the ecosystem goods and services upon which
we depend.

T

he Society’s first meeting was held in Madison,
Wisconsin in 1989 and from then on, most annual
conferences were held in North America or Europe.

This changed in 2005, when we held the 1st biannual
World Conference on Ecological Restoration in Zaragoza, Spain. Subsequently, in 2007 we met in San Jose,
California, and in 2009, in Perth, Australia. To increase
diversity and enhance worldwide participation, the Society makes every effort possible to host world conferences in places that are accessible to a geographically
diverse group of participants.

H

aving launched the SERI2011 World Conference in
Merida, Mexico, SERI is now beginning to identify
possible locations and partners for its 2013 World Conference on Ecological Restoration. Proposals from Asia
and Africa are welcome! If you have any ideas and suggestions for the 2013 World Conference, please email
us at info@ser.org with SER2013 in the subject line.
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SER Chapters at Work!
British Columbia
Registration is now open for SERBC’s 2009 annual conference to be
held from November 5-7 in Naramata,
British Columbia. The conference,
entitled “Shared Responsibility for a
Sustainable Landscape”, will bring
together a wide range of land stewards
to explore a number of major themes,
including: enhancing biological diversity and protecting species at risk
through ecological restoration; public
involvement in restoration; restoration
of aquatic and wetland habitats; managing the threats of invasive exotic
species; and First Nations eco-cultural
restoration initiatives. To learn more,
visit http://www.ser.org/serbc/events.
asp

Northwest
The SER Northwest Chapter
has partnered with the Washington
Chapter of the Wildlife Society to
jointly host a conference in Marysville, Washington from February
16-18, 2010. The conference is themed
“Creating Thriving Rural and Urban
Communities through Ecological
Restoration”, and it aims to foster the
exchange of information and knowledge to promote the preservation, conservation, enhancement and restoration of urban and rural ecosystems of
the Pacific Northwest. Abstracts from
all disciplines and areas of expertise
are welcome and are being solicited
to cover a wide range of scientific,
cultural and ecological topics. Visit
www.sernw.org

Midwest-Great Lakes
The SER Midwest-Great Lakes
Chapter continues to actively promote
restoration in its region and beyond.
The most recent issue of the chapter’s
newsletter, Restoration News Midwest, describes the highlights from a
very successful first annual meeting
held in April 2009 that attracted 98 attendees from seven states and Ontario.
At the recent SERI meeting in Australia, former Organizing Committee
members Young Choi, Rocky Smiley, and Jennifer Lyndall presented a
poster providing others with guidance

for establishing SER regional chapters
based on experiences gained through
their own chapter’s formation. (View
the poster at https://www.ser.org/pdf/
Poster_MWGL_Chapter_Formation.
pdf.) In August, the Chapter Board of
Directors provided the US EPA with
comments and suggestions on its Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative. Finally,
the Chapter Board of Directors has
recently completed the suggested revisions to the proposed chapter bylaws
and is seeking comments from chapter
members ahead of an October 12,
2009 deadline. Visit http://www.ser.
org/content/SERMWGL.asp for more
details.

Texas
The 2009 Annual TXSER Conference, “Water: ‘Agua es Vida’”, will
be held November 6-8, 2009 in New
Braunfels, Texas. The conference
will focus on the restoration of hydrological ecosystems and will integrate
presentations, featured speakers and
field trips to several nearby sites. For
more information on registration, field
trips and the conference program, go
to http://www.sanaturalareas.org/ser/

Mid-Atlantic
The Mid-Atlantic Chapter’s 2009
conference, held March 13-14 at The
College of New Jersey, was the first
to be convened jointly with another
organization: the Mid-Atlantic Chapter
of the Ecological Society of America
(ESA). The two organizations collaboratively organized a series of
plenary talks followed by concurrent
sessions of invited and contributed

papers. The 2010 Conference will
be held February 19 at Rutgers University and will be organized around
the theme: “Ecological Restoration:
Why Bother?”. Beginning in 2008, the
chapter’s Programs Committee began
developing additional member benefits
including a series of annual field trips,
each exploring a cluster of restoration
sites in a different part of the chapter’s
region. A well-attended field trip in
November 2008 explored several Baltimore-area restoration sites, and the
committee has organized another trip
for October 10, 2009—a tour of urban
estuarine and tidal restoration sites accessible via canoes and kayaks along
the Christina River near Wilmington,
Delaware. In other news, an enlarged
Chapter Communications Committee
has begun developing an e-newsletter
and expanded website, and two atlarge representatives have been added
to the Board of Directors to accommodate growing interest in the chapter’s
activities.

Europe
The SER Europe Chapter held
its 2009 Summer School, “Introduction of species and management of
biodiversity in restoration projects”, at
the University of Münster (Germany)
from June 29-July 3. Participants included 20 PhD students from 8 European countries, who heard informative
lectures by 16 experts from Germany,
England, The Netherlands and France.
Field trips to a number of sites in
northwestern Germany provided an
opportunity for students to discuss the
practical aspects of ecological. The
chapter now turns its attention to organizing the 7th SER European Conference on Ecological Restoration to be
held in beautiful Avignon, France
from August 23-27, 2010. In keeping
with its theme, “Ecological restoration
and sustainable development – establishing links across frontiers”, the conference will emphasize the exchange
of knowledge and experience between
northern and central European countries and the countries of the Mediterranean basin. For more information,
visit http://www.seravignon2010.org
or contact ser2010@univ-avignon.fr
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New Books & Articles
Cork Oak Woodlands on the
Edge: Ecology, Adaptive Management, and Restoration

Soil Microbial Communities and
Restoration Ecology: Facilitators or Followers?

Edited by James Aronson, João
Pereira, Juli Pausas

Another in SER’s Island Press
book series on ecological restoration, this book examines topics
related to the restoration, amelioration, and long-term management of
cultural ecosystems of the western
Mediterranean whose common
feature is the extraordinary cork
oak tree. The ancient landscapes
and land use systems presented here
are richly imbued with traditional
ecological knowledge and the biophysical consequences of past human
activities. In an increasingly homogeneous and globalized world, these
landscapes and the socioeconomic
systems built around cork oak seem
exceptionally pertinent to study and
ponder for all those searching for
sustainable, equitable, and inspiring approaches to land management
in rural areas with a strong cultural
and natural heritage. http://www.
islandpress.org/bookstore/details.
php?isbn=9781597264792

Restoring Wildlife: Ecological
Concepts and Practical Applications
Michael L. Morrison

This book, part of SER International’s Island Press book series,
interweaves theoretical and practical
aspects of wildlife biology that are
directly applicable to the restoration
and conservation of animals, and
gives ecologists, restorationists, administrators, and other professionals
involved with ecological restoration
the tools they need to design restoration projects that can improve conditions for native species of wildlife.
Building on the material presented in
Wildlife Restoration (Morrison 2002),
it is the only single source that deals
with wildlife and restoration,

Jim Harris

and is an important resource for practicing restorationists and biologists as
well as undergraduate and graduate
students in wildlife management, ecological restoration, environmental science, and related fields. http://www.
islandpress.org/bookstore/details.
php?isbn=9781597264938

Pollination and Restoration
Kingsley Dixon

Pollination services underpin
sustainability of restored ecosystems.
Yet, outside of agri environments,
effective restoration of pollinator
services in ecological restoration
has received little attention. This
deficiency in the knowledge needed
to restore pollinator capability represents a major liability in restoration
programs, particularly in regions
where specialist invertebrate and
vertebrate pollinators exist, such as
global biodiversity hotspots. When
compounded with the likely negative
impacts of climate change on pollination services, the need to understand
and manage pollinator services in
restoration becomes paramount. This
Perspective piece looks at some of the
ways pollination research and restoration ecology can be integrated to
improve ecological restoration planning. http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/
content/abstract/325/5940/571

Does the soil microbial community merely reflect what is happening in the rest of the ecosystem, or
could it be a key player in facilitating
restoration objectives? This Perspective piece appearing in the July 2009
Special Issue of Science magazine
– “The Rise of Restoration Ecology”
– looks at how the study of microorganisms could become an essential
part ecosystem restoration programs,
given the role of microbial communities in determining soil structure and
function and thus their importance
for reestablishing healthy ecosystem
dynamics. Only recently have soil
microbes become a focus for restoration ecology and already, research on
the interactions between microorganisms and plants in both undisturbed
and degraded ecosystems has begun
to yield interesting results.
http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/
content/abstract/325/5940/573

Restoration Works
Paddy Woodworth

The reclamation of mine sites is
an important issue in Western Australia, given the scale of mining activity
there and the region’s importance as
a biodiversity hotspot. This article
discusses strides made by aluminum
giant Alcoa in developing a series of
precise techniques to restore stands of
Jarrah forest disturbed by its bauxite
mining operations. A team of Alcoa
scientists has pointed to recent data
from restored mine sites indicating that their restoration methodology can effectively restore the rich
biodiversity of the Jarrah forest
and may even produce forests more
resistant to “die-back” than stands
of unmined forest. Visit http://www.
irishtimes.com/newspaper/sciencetoday/2009/0924/1224255124980.html
to read the article.
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New Books & Articles
The Ecological Restoration
Movement: Diverse Cultures of
Practice and Place

html for a discussion of the article
and http://er.uwpress.org/cgi/content/
abstract/27/3/330 for the abstract.

David C. Tomblin

The purpose of this essay is to
introduce and take a critical look at
the emerging Ecological Restoration
(ER) movement. The ER movement
is typically characterized as focusing
on restoring ecosystems to pre-European settlement conditions, even in
urban environments, thus neglecting
social justice issues and alienating
the disadvantaged people living in
these environments. Furthermore, the
restoration movement is often accused of redefining these spaces from
a culturally and ideologically privileged standpoint—a standpoint with
historical links to the exclusionary
preservationist discourse of the mainstream environmental movement. In
spite of these perceptions, Tomblin
argues that the ER movement has
closer ties to the Environmental Justice (EJ) movement than previously
recognized. http://oae.sagepub.com/
cgi/content/abstract/22/2/185

Why Climate Change Makes
Riparian Restoration More
Important than Ever: Recommendations for Practice and
Research
Nathaniel E. Seavy et al.

Enhancement of Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services by
Ecological Restoration: A MetaAnalysis
José M. Rey Benayas, Adrian C.
Newton, Anita Diaz, James M.
Bullock

Appearing in the September issue
of Ecological Restoration, this new
peer-reviewed paper evaluates how
protecting and restoring river ecosystems and riparian corridors can play
an important role in preparing ecological systems for the threats posed
by climate change and help mitigate
climate change impacts by providing
habitat connectivity, thus enabling
species to move as the climate shifts.
Co-authored by 7 organizations, the
paper encourages restoration practitioners to consider how they can modify current practices to enhance the
resilience of riparian ecosystems and
warns of the need to tailor restoration
strategies that account for the highly
variable conditions predicted to accompany climate change. See http://
world-wire.com/news/0909010001.

Ecological restoration is widely
used to reverse the environmental
degradation caused by human activities. However, the effectiveness
of restoration actions in increasing
provision of both biodiversity and
ecosystem services has not been
evaluated systematically. This article
presents the results of a meta-analysis
of 89 restoration assessments carried out in a wide range of ecosystem
types across the globe. The authors’
findings indicate that ecological
restoration increased provision of
biodiversity and ecosystem services
by 44 and 25%, respectively. However, values of both remained lower
in restored versus intact reference
ecosystems.
To learn more, visit http://
reportingtheworldover.wordpress.
com/2009/08/02/ecological-restoration-helps-global-diversity/

Give the Gift of Membership!
The holiday season is right around the corner and what better way to show
your friends or colleagues you care than to give them a membership to SER
International?! Avoid the madness of holiday shopping and extend the season
of giving to the rest of the year with member benefits and discounts that will
keep them smiling. Visit https://www.ser.org/member_registration.asp for an
online application and check the “Gift” box .
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