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Developing a Certification Program for
Ecological Restoration Practitioners
By John Stanley, Chair of the SER Ad-hoc Certification Committee

E

cological restoration is now recognized worldwide as an
important approach to
the recovery of ecoGLOBAL
system goods and serRESTORATION vices, conservation of
NETWORK
biodiversity, and creation of sustainable
A project of SER
human
livelihoods.
www.GlobalRestorationNetwork.org
There is an increasing
demand for ecological restoration projects
and programs conducted by qualified professionals with
the skills, knowledge and experience to
plan, design, implement, maintain, monitor, and evaluate restoration projects.
However, at the present time there is no
formal program for the certification of
ecological restoration practitioners.

A

chapters, academic
institutions and businesses—provide
workshops and other
training in ecological
restoration, and often issue certificates
of attendance, these
certificates are not
equivalent to a practitioner certification
program. Even the
formal certificates in
ecological restoration offered by a few universities, colleges and community colleges are not
intended to confer professional practitioner certification.

E

ver since the founding of SER, members have expressed interest in the
creation of a certification program for
practitioners of ecological restoration.
SER’s Board of Directors has supported
the concept of a certification program
since 1993, but the process had been
temporarily suspended until the SER
Primer and other foundation documents
could be prepared. Finally in 2005, an
initial proposal was presented to the SER
Board, and the present SER Ad-hoc Certification Committee was formed under
the leadership of board member Keith
Bowers in 2007.

lthough some ecological restoration
practitioners have become certified by professional societies in related
disciplines (e.g., ecology, wildlife biology, wetland science), these certification
programs do not address or integrate
all aspects of the science and practice
of ecological restoration. Other restoration practitioners have obtained licenses
(e.g., civil engineer, landscape architect,
landscape contractor) that allow them
to perform certain functions related to
their restoration project work. However,
he SER Ad-hoc Certification Comthese licensing programs do not purmittee is comprised of 23 SER memport to license practitioners of ecologibers
and staff from across North America
cal restoration per se. Some non-profit
(continued on page 2)
organizations—including SER and its
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In 1992, Laurette Rogers’ 4th grade class asked
her what they could do to save endangered species? It was a simple question that would change
their lives. Partnering with ranchers, scientists,
government agencies, and schools, the STRAW
Project (Students and Teachers Restoring a Watershed) has led to the restoration of 20 miles
of habitat for the endangered California freshwater shrimp. “A Simple Question: the Story of
STRAW” is an inspiring 35-minute film that tells
the story of this remarkable program and serves
as testimony to the importance of empowering
children to make real and lasting change.

You can watch a trailer for the film at www.asimplequestion.org and learn
more about the STRAW Project at www.bay.org/watershed-education/
about-straw
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SER Certification Program
continued from page 1

who are ecological restoration practitioners, ecological restoration educators
or both. The Ad-hoc Certification Committee is responsible for the design of
the Practitioners’ Certification Program
(PCP) and the formation of a new corporation to be named the Society for
Ecological Restoration Practitioners’
Institute (SERPI), which will administer the PCP.

G

oals of the PCP are to: 1) provide
practitioners of ecological restoration with the credentials needed to
improve consumer confidence in the
profession; 2) improve the quality of
ecological restoration projects worldwide; 3) foster the incorporation of the
principles of ecological restoration, as
embodied in SER foundation documents, into the decision-making process
of ecological restoration practitioners;
4) develop a community of practitioners who are actively engaged in the
continued improvement of their individual abilities and of their profession;
5) create standards for practitioners of

ecological restoration; and 6) stimulate
growth of the profession of ecological
restoration.

W

hat are the anticipated benefits of
the Certification Program?

1. Certification will establish and validate the credentials of ecological restoration practitioners. Until now, the
criteria for competence in the field of
ecological restoration have been unstated, and therefore, the sponsors of restoration projects have had no yardstick by
which to choose a qualified practitioner.
Although competence of individuals to
address specific matters is not guaranteed, a certified individual will be recognized by SERPI as having met basic
education and experience requirements.
This will help private corporations,
governmental agencies, NGOs, and
landowners identify individuals who
are qualified to practice ecological restoration.
(continued on page 4)
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View from the Chair
By Jim Harris | SER Board Chair

Spring is starting to take hold
outside of my window, after a
delayed start due to the unusually cold weather we had in the
UK over winter, which has had a
marked effect on bird numbers reported entering household gardens.
However, this delay has allowed
many volunteer groups extra time
to get tree planting done before
growth starts in full, which will
have a good impact in the longer
term. This is also a time of renewal for SER as we are set to move
into our new offices in Washington
D.C., in a building housing the
Society for Conservation Biology.
I was fortunate to visit Washington
in March to see the new accommodation and to spend time identifying and developing a series of tasks
to be completed with our Executive
Director, Amanda, Acting ViceChair Keith Bowers, Jim Thorne
our Treasurer, and Sasha Alexander
our Programmes Director. Despite
getting lost in the burrows of Capitol Hill, I had a most informative
and productive time!!
This move will be swiftly followed by the appointment of new
staff, in Membership and Develop-

ment roles, and
I look forward
to the exciting
developments
for the Society
that this will
bring. There
have been very
successful
Conferences held by the Northwest Chapter in Tulalip, Washington State, and the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter in New Brunswick, New
Jersey. As a result of the latter,
we have extended the remit of the
Mid-Atlantic Chapter to include
Virginia and West Virginia. The
SER Europe Conference in Avignon has generated great interest, and we have made significant
progress with planning the 2011
conference in Merida, Mexico.
We are also planning a Strategic
Planning Meeting later in the year
to refresh and extend the current
plan for the next five years, with
respect to legislation and policy,
standards of practice, becoming a
global network, communication,
and building long-term viability.
It is essential that you continue
discussing your ideas and views

with the Society leadership so we
can carry our ambitions forward
and fulfil our mission as a band of
fellow travellers. We shall also be
working towards re-branding and
re-launching the Society as part of
this initiative.
Ecological restoration is appearing in many places as the essential
activity that we must carry out to
repair our damaged systems, and to
cope with the new conditions likely
to occur with climate change. Despite some commentators’ views,
there is no conflict with conservation efforts; we have complementary activities and goals, and we
need to be doing both.
I am very optimistic that we
have a great year ahead of us, and
that the Society will continue to
develop, influence and enable ecological restoration from the local to
the global levels.
Yours truly,
Jim Harris, Chair
Society for Ecological
Restoration

New Journal Solutions Now Available to SER Members
Founded by Robert Costanza, Paul Hawken, David Orr and John Todd,
Solutions is a new and collaborative online forum and print publication that
aims to encourage and promote integrative solutions to solve the mounting
environmental, social and economic problems of our time. A hybrid between
a peer-reviewed journal and popular magazine, Solutions brings the cutting
edge ideas of academics and professionals in the fields of environmental economics, natural resource management, ecological restoration and conservation biology to an audience of policy makers, business leaders, and engaged
members of the public. It promises to provide a much-needed forum devoted to whole-system solutions and
the design of an integrated human and natural world.
SER is now pleased to offer a discounted subscription to Solutions to all new and renewing members. To
learn more about the journal, visit www.thesolutionsjournal.com. If you are interested in receiving a subscription as part of your membership, contact us at info@ser.org.
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SER Certification Program
(continued from page 2)

2. Certification will increase public, client, employer,
and peer confidence in ecological restoration and ecological restoration practitioners. The public, and personnel entrusted with natural resource conservation and
management, will gain a clear and optimistic perception of ecological restoration. Additionally, certification
will lend credence to qualified individuals who advise
and give technical guidance on public policy and regulatory issues pertinent to ecosystem stressors, degradation, and restoration.
3. Certified practitioners will help fill an increasing
demand for effective and thorough repair of damaged
ecosystems worldwide. As the global community of
certified ecological restoration practitioners grows,
these individuals will become a valuable resource for
worldwide ecosystem restoration problem-solving.

persons who are actively engaged in the various phases
and aspects of ecological restoration (e.g., planning, design, implementation/construction, maintenance, monitoring, and evaluation) and who are knowledgeable in
the concepts of restoration ecology and the principles
and practices of ecological restoration.”

D

esigning a certification program for a profession
which is both multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary has not been easy. Ecological restoration practitioners have entered the field from diverse backgrounds
in education, training and experience. Consequently,
the SERPI PCP will certify practitioners based on their
overall professional competence and will take into consideration their education, training, experience, and
professional involvement. The SERPI PCP is a nongovernmental institutional process that will formally
recognize individuals who have demonstrated their
understanding and proficiency in their profession, and
who skillfully apply the principles, procedures, and
standards of ecological restoration in their project work.

4. Educational programs and the exchange of information associated with certification will stimulate the
advancement of new techniques and approaches to ecological restoration. Certified individuals can exchange
ERPI expects to begin accepting applications for
ideas and data and provide insights and expertise to
certification in 2011.Three levels of certification
practitioners who are not yet certified. Certification
will also encourage and require a broader menu of well will be offered: Certified Ecological Restoration Praccrafted educational opportunities which are currently titioner In-Training (CERPIT), Certified Ecological
Restoration Practitioner (CERP), and Certified Senior
lacking on a broad scale.
Ecological Restoration Practitioner (CSERP). The Ad5. Ecological restoration will be accomplished ac- hoc Certification Committee is presently drafting the
cording to consistent, comprehensive “standards of specific requirements for certification at each level.
practice” as established by SER. The quality of ecolog- Practitioners will be asked to submit documentation of
ical restoration projects and programs will improve as their ability to meet requirements associated with each
a result of increased adherence to standards and norms of five elements: Educational Achievement, Professet forth in SER foundation documents. Restoration sional-level Experience, Foundations of the Profession,
project sites will benefit from these standards which as- Contributions to the Profession (CSERP only), and Adsure that all ecosystem attributes of whole ecosystems ministrative Requirements.
are accommodated, including: biodiversity, ecosystem
he initial phase of the certification program is bestructure and function, integrity and resilience, abiotic
ing designed for practitioners of ecological restosupport, landscape connectivity, and sustainable human
use. Social and cultural goals will receive commensu- ration who work in North America. However, SERPI
will certify anyone who meets the requirements regardrate attention to the ecological goals of each project.
less of where they reside or practice restoration. While
6. Certification will offer a clear pathway into the the majority of applicants for certification are likely to
restoration community and a supportive environment consider themselves professionals, SERPI will certify
therein. The certification program will be designed to anyone who has reached a specified level of proficiency
define a process wherein interested individuals can en- (i.e., anyone who meets the requirements) regardless of
ter into, and participate in, the science and practice of whether or not they receive payment for their services.
ecological restoration. This critical piece of our prache Ad-hoc Certification Committee welcomes input
tice is fundamental for sustainability and growth as we
from ecological restoration practitioners regarding
encourage young and/or new practitioners with a better
understanding of what steps need to be taken to prog- the design of the certification program. Anyone who
has questions or wishes to submit comments regarding
ress to a high level of competence.
certification is asked to contact John Stanley, Chair of
he Ad-hoc Certification Committee has adopted the the SER Ad-hoc Certification Committee, at jtstanley@
following definition of an ecological restoration comcast.net.
practitioner. “Ecological restoration practitioners are
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Mangrove Forest Ecology, Management & Restoration Training Workshop
March 4-6, 2010 – Hollywood, Florida USA
by Sasha Alexander, Program Director

L

ong-time SER member Roy R. “Robin” Lewis III The field trip to the West Lake Park mangrove restotaught the 8th annual Mangrove Forest Ecology, ration site, which is now 20 years old, provided parManagement and Restoration training workshop at ticipants with critical insights into the design and imthe Anne Kolb Nature Center March 4-6, 2010. The plementation of this highly successful project. Robin
three-day course was held
clearly explained his approach
at the award-winning 500
to designing a low-cost project
hectare restoration project
with minimal intervention and
at West Lake Park designed
an emphasis on healthy natural
by Robin. The first two days
succession. A description of
focused on mangrove forest
the Ecological Mangrove Resecology, management options
toration (EMR) method can be
and problems, and restoration
found at http://mangroveacdesign issues. The emphasis
tionproject.org/. Robin is Preson case studies from around
ident of Lewis Environmental
the world provided the parServices based in Salt Springs,
ticipants with graphic illustraFlorida and has taught this
tions of failures and successes
course throughout the world.
and highlighted the disconnect
photo courtesy of Sasha Alexander He maintains a website with
between well-meaning govover 40 free pdf downloads
West Lake Park in Broward County, Florida, site of a
successful mangrove restoration project by Robin Lewis
ernments and NGOs and the
of his and others’ scientific
effective implementation of
papers on mangrove managerestoration projects. Participants from Latin America, ment and restoration (www.mangroverestoration.com).
Asia and North America were also encouraged to dis- Plans are now underway to offer this dynamic training
cuss their experiences and projects, which added an im- workshop at the next SER World Conference on Ecoportant dimension to the course.
logical Restoration in Merida, Mexico in August 2011.
http://www.ser2011.org/

Does your organization have two or more
restoration professionals?
Make the most of your partnership with SER International
by upgrading your membership today!
 $125 SER Professional Membership
For ONE employee, includes a subscription to SER’s journal, Restoration Ecology

 $250 SER Organizational Membership
Includes FIVE employees, PLUS a marketing package designed to promote your group and its work to the
ecological restoration community around the world

 $500 SER Affiliate BEST DEAL!
Includes Organizational membership, Associate SER membership for ALL of your group’s members, FOUR
restoration book titles for your library, a special section on SER’s website, PLUS the use of SER’s Affiliate logo,
and MORE!

For more information, contact Levi Wickwire
at (520) 622-5485 or levi@ser.org.
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SER Chapter News
British Columbia
On November 5-7, 2009,
the British Columbia chapter of
SER held its annual meeting in
the Okanagan area of southern
BC. A total of 72 people registered for the event, which was
held in collaboration with the
Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Alliance (OSCA). The
conference theme was “Shared
Responsibility for a Sustainable Landscape,” an appropriate
topic given the ecological diversity of the region and the many
demands made on it.
The conference covered five
main topics: enhancing biological
diversity and protecting species at
risk through ecological restoration;
public involvement in restoration;
restoration of aquatic and wetland
habitats; managing the threats of
invasive exotic species; and First
Nations eco-cultural restoration
initiatives.
A chapter-sponsored workshop
on a process for certifying restoration projects was held on Thursday
to begin the conference, and four
sessions over the following two
days featured a number of interesting speakers. Jeannette Armstrong
led off the first session with a talk
on indigeneity as social paradigm,
and three other speakers followed:
Ellen Simmons spoke about the
Ecommunity place; Jacquie Likins
spoke on the Re-connect project;
and Don Gayton addressed public
involvement in restoration.
The second session addressed
practical methods in dryland
restoration and featured a keynote
presentation by Steve Link on ecological restoration in the Columbia
Basin.
The third session was about industry’s efforts in habitat retention
and restoration. Dave Polster led
with a talk about the importance
of using natural processes in the
reclamation of drastically disturbed
sites, and Tom Lowery spoke about

view of the Okanagan-Similkameen region
of British Columbia

the benefits of native plantings in
vineyards. Following an evening
banquet, local photographer and
botanist, Harold Baumbrough
gave a wonderful slideshow on
re-growth after the disastrous 2003
wildfire at Okanagan Mountain
Park.
The fourth and final session
was held on Saturday morning
and addressed the topic of habitat
restoration in the south Okanagan.
Following the session, three field
trips took delegates to a variety of
sites:
• riparian restoration for Yellowbreasted Chat at Vaseux Lake
• river channel and floodplain restoration on the Okanagan River
• restoration of cottonwood riparian habitat on the Penticton Indian
Reserve
• using management practices to
restore rangeland at the Nature
Trust of BC’s White Lake Ranch
• private landowners engaged in
the Land Conservancy’s Stewardship Program.
It was an excellent conference,
and we are already thinking about
next year’s meeting!

Midwest-Great Lakes
The second annual meeting of
the Midwest-Great Lakes Chapter

is scheduled for April 9-10, 2010 at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum in Madison, Wisconsin. Dr. Joy Zedler will give the
Friday night keynote presentation
entitled “Restoration Targets Are
Changing”. Our meeting schedule
includes a special session on the
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, two workshops, sponsorship
exhibits, a chapter business meeting, contributed oral and poster
presentations, a Plenary Presentation on the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum, and tours
of the Arboretum. We have 53
contributed presentations that will
be given by presenters from all six
states within the chapter boundaries, as well as New York, Kentucky, Missouri, and Mississippi.
We are grateful to all of our sponsors for their generous support.
Please check the Chapter webpage
(www.ser.org/content/SERMWGL.
asp) for additional meeting updates. The 2010 Chapter elections
for six board positions are currently
underway. Voting ends on March
31, 2010, and the results will be
announced on April 10, 2010 at the
chapter business meeting. Also,
the proposed Chapter Bylaws were
approved by chapter members in
January 2010. We received a total
of 39 votes, and all votes were in
support of the proposed bylaws.

Mid-Atlantic
The SER Mid-Atlantic Chapter
held its 5th annual conference at
Rutgers University in New Jersey
on February 19th. In attendance
were over 200 professionals, volunteers, and academics eager to
explore the theme of “Ecological
Restoration--Why Bother?” Invited
speakers from more than 10 states
spoke about what their organizations, firms, and research facilities
are learning about climate change
and restoration planning in light of
the projected and current impacts
of climate change. A strong conSERNews 6

tingent of sponsors and vendors
set up tables and booths, and a
“poster pub” after the sessions
was held to showcase over 20
academic, professional, and student posters on restoration projects and research from the region.
SER Executive Director Amanda
Jorgensen opened the day with
a wonderful talk on the mission
of SER and the activities of the
organization to engage members
in the Society. Our members’
meeting was well attended by
over 40 individuals, with discussion of chapter activities and
future conference and activity
planning. After discussion about
including the States of Virginia and
West Virginia within the chapter’s
geographic boundaries, it was
decided to seek approval for the expansion from the SER Board. The
proposal was approved, and the
inclusion of these two additional
states will engage a larger constituency in restoration and hopefully
expand membership in the chapter.
The Mid-Atlantic chapter is now
discussing plans for upcoming field
trips, and planning has also begun
for next year’s conference, which
is open to all. For more information
about the chapter’s activities, visit
www.ser.org/midatl or contact us
directly at SERmidatlantic@gmail.
com.

New England
The New England Chapter
is currently just over 50 members strong and has been actively
involved in several cooperative
efforts with other restorationoriented organizations. We were a
co-sponsor for the 2009 Atlantic
White Cedar Symposium held in
Greenville, NC; we co-sponsored
the 2009 Cape Cod (MA) Natural
History Conference and will be
co-sponsoring the 2010 conference; and we participated in both
the 2009 and 2010 Ecological
Landscaping Association’s Annual
Conferences in Springfield, MA.
Plans are in the works to offer a
one-day restoration symposium and
field trip on river restoration proj-

wintering snow geese on Puget Sound

ects in Plymouth County, MA with
the newly formed Massachusetts
Division of Ecological Restoration,
as well as a one-day field trip to
a salt marsh restoration project in
Scarborough, ME.
Chapter elections will be held
in May/June of this year for all
Board positions (Executive Committee, State Directors, at-Large
Directors, and Student Directors).
Members with an interest in serving on the SER New England
Board should contact the Chapter Chairperson, Mike Toohill, at
mtoohill@coneco.com or at 978364-5101x101. All Board members serve two-year terms, and the
current Board has vacancies for the
Rhode Island and New Hampshire
State Director Positions.

Northwest
The SER – Northwest Chapter
(SERNW) was pleased to host its
2010 conference in conjunction
with the Washington Chapter of
The Wildlife Society (TWS-WA)
on February 16-18 in Tulalip,
Washington. The conference
featured five concurrent tracks
of speaker talks of interest to our
members in the Northwest, ranging
from topics such as beach enhancement and restoration to wildlife
surveys and ecology. The Elwha
Research Consortium (elwhainfo.
org) held its meeting concurrent
with the conference and brought
collaborative information and
research to light regarding its work
on restoring the Elwha watershed.
The Elwha work is particularly

important given the upcoming
breaching of two Elwha River
dams beginning in 2012. The
conference also provided several
useful workshops, the contents
of some of which are now posted
on the SERNW website (sernw.
org). Fieldtrips on the last day of
the conference took attendees to a
number of regional areas to visit
restoration sites and projects, providing a fun and relaxed venue for
more discussion of on-the-ground
work.
The conference location was
situated on the tribal lands of the
Tulalip Reservation. Accordingly,
conference attendees were greeted
by Hank Gobin, tribal member
and artist of the Tulalip peoples.
Mr. Gobin is working to establish
a museum that integrates cultural
resources for the Tulalip Reservation. Terry Williams, Fisheries and
Natural Resources Commissioner
spoke to the attendees about the
importance of conservation and
restoration moving forward in the
century.
A special highlight of the week
was the conference banquet and
awards dinner, in which the annual
awards were conferred, and the ever-popular raffle took place. Beautiful art and books were offered to
support SERNW Student Guilds
and the Society in general. There
was also a hotly contested live
auction for a lynx tracking trip offered by one of Washington State’s
premier lynx biologists, which took
top dollar to support our conference
partner, TWS-WA. Paul Stamets,
internationally renowned fungal
researcher and innovator, provided
an inspiring and moving presentation on his scientific findings over
the years and his understanding of
how fungal components support the
ecosystem in a number of typically
unseen but critical ways. More information about Stamets’ work can
be found on his website at fungi.
com.
You can find the conference
program and more information
on the SERNW website at sernw.
org. You can now also find us on
Facebook by searching ‘Society for
SERNews 7

Ecological Restoration Northwest’
in order to stay abreast of breaking
news and opportunities in restoration in the Northwest.

Ontario
SER Ontario is currently in a
state of flux, as we will welcome a
new Financial Officer (Ron Sumner) to replace the outgoing one
(David Schmitt) who is busy with
his employment duties. Chair Stephen Murphy has also given notice
that a new Chair must be elected by
the end of 2010, as he too is embarking on new duties as the Chair
of his University Department (Environment and Resource Studies at
the University of Waterloo). SER
Ontario is offering a scholarship
to students in 2010 (despite the
recession, our finances are in good
shape), and is preparing the next
Native Plant Nursery Guide due out
at the end of 2010 or early 2011.
We continue to be in the ironic
position of having active members
employed in the field who are finding it difficult to schedule time for
meetings, and SER Ontario is trying to determine the best response

to this challenge of scheduling
Annual General Meetings. One solution may be a webinar format to
reduce travel time and the carbon
footprint associated with it. We are
planning at least one Field Trip for
2010 but have not settled on format
or venue as of yet. SER Ontario
members continue to participate
in the yearly Restoration Institute
run by Eric Higgs and company at
the University of Victoria (where
SER BC plays a major role). Those
wanting professional development
are advised to check out the 2010
version at http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/
eco/

Southeast
Join us May 11-13, 2010 in
Chattanooga, TN for the first joint
meeting between the Southeast
Exotic Pest Plant Council and the
Southeast Chapter of SER. This
will be an exciting meeting that
brings together practitioners from
the fields of restoration and invasive plant species research and
management, and provides unique
opportunities to network and learn
from one another. The plenary and

concurrent sessions will be organized around the theme “Disturbance and Change, Invasive Plants
and Paths to Recovery,” and will
address Chattanooga’s green initiatives, restoration of native grasses
in the southeast, and the costs associated with invasive plants. The
meeting will be held at the historic
Sheraton Read House Hotel in the
heart of downtown Chattanooga,
Tennessee, a thriving city surrounded by spectacular views and
offering an abundance of educational, recreational, and historical
tourism opportunities. A variety of
outdoor recreational opportunities
are available within a very short
drive of the downtown area including hiking, whitewater rafting, and
much, much more. Chattanooga
is a progressive city that has been
addressing invasive plant issues
and climate change, and is working
to create a healthy, prosperous city
for all generations as a green community. For more information and
to register for the conference, go to
www.se-eppc.org/2010.

7th European Conference on Ecological Restoration
Avignon, France
The 7th SER European Conference on Ecological
Restoration will take place August 23-27, 2010 at the
Pope’s Palace in Avignon, France. The conference
theme is “Ecological Restoration and Sustainable
Development - Establishing Links Across Frontiers.”
The biological conservation and ecological restoration of natural and semi-natural habitats are both essential in Europe. This conference aims to present
and evaluate the state of the discipline in ecological
restoration and to bring together scientists, policy
makers, practitioners and stakeholders for mutual
exchange and synergy. Through lectures, workshops,
poster sessions and field trips, the conference will

August 23-27, 2010
offer an outstanding opportunity for trans-boundary
contacts and exchanges of knowledge, experience,
and “best” (or at least successful) practices in ecological restoration, an emerging field and profession at
the crossroads of applied ecology and ecological and
environmental economics. Restoring and improving
the ecological health and sustainability of habitats,
ecosystems, ecosystem services, and landscapes in
Europe is a major challenge, particularly in the face
of increasing pressures due to such global changes as
land use, demography, socio-economics, and climate
change. Visit http://www.seravignon2010.org or contact us at ser2010@univ-avignon.fr if you are interested in attending.
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Members-in-the-News
Western Australia Woodlands
The University of Western Australia’s newsroom reported on February 2, 2010 that Richard Hobbs
of UWA’s School of Plant Biology
and Kingsley Dixon and Siegfried
Krauss of Kings Park & Botanic
Garden will spearhead a major
research collaboration between the
two institutions aimed at better understanding the eco-physiological
characteristics of Western Australia’s native Banksia woodland and
the evolutionary processes influencing its restoration. Researchers
ultimately hope to improve restoration success while increasing the
ecosystem’s resilience to climate
change. Go to http://www.news.
uwa.edu.au/201002022097/mediastatements/restoration-wa-landscape-contributes-global-success
for the full article.

Community Revitalization
On March 11, 2010, Storm Cunningham gave a lecture in Albany,
NY, USA entitled “Albany 2030
and the 21st Century Restoration
Economy.” Cunningham, author
of The Restoration Economy and
reWealth!, discussed Albany’s
potential for revitalization and
attracting renewed investment in
the community as part of a larger
initiative called Albany 2030: Your
City, Your Future. Albany 2030 is a
consensus-building process that includes innovative and equitable approaches to guide (re)development
and (re)investment in a manner that
meets the needs of residents and
businesses while maintaining the
desired character, quality of life,
and environmental and fiscal health
of the City. To learn more, visit
http://www.albany2030.org/.

Myers, FL, USA, which has been
fully-restored and protected since
the organization first acquired ownership in the mid-1970s. Ecologist
Kevin Erwin has been overseeing
restoration on the 4,700-acre island, and has been using prescribed
fire to aid the regrowth of native
vegetation. Read the entire article
by visiting http://www.nature.org/
wherewework/northamerica/states/
florida/preserves/art29119.html.

the inflorescence of Banksia menziesii, one of Perth’s
dominant Banksia species

Returning Home
On January 30, 2010, SER member Augustine Doronila wrote an
article for the Philippine Daily Inquirer about his participation in an
anthropological study by researchers from Ateneo de Manila Unviersity. Doronila, a biogeochemist
and restoration ecologist from the
University of Melbourne in Australia, returned to his native Philippines to assist in the collection of
local ecological knowledge in the
Tayabas community. It is hoped
that the agro-ecological knowledge
possessed by community members
can play a role in informing emerging models of sustainable agriculture and ecosystem management.
To read the full article, visit http://
opinion.inquirer.net/inquireropinion/talkofthetown/view/20100130250372/Harness-local-ecologicalknowledge

“Old Florida”

Restoring Mangroves of the
Yucatán
On January 29, 2010, the Diario
de Yucatan reported that Jorge
Herrera Silveira, Chair of the
SER2011 Local Conference Organizing Committee, was honored by
the National Protected Areas Commission of Mexico for his work
restoring coastal wetlands in the
state of Yucatán. Herrera Silveira,
a specialist in aquatic ecology, is a
researcher with Merida’s Cinvestav
institute. View the announcement
(in Spanish) by visiting https://
www.ser.org/pdf/Reconocimiento_
Herrera.pdf.

Keep Us Posted!
Been working on an interesting
project? Been in the news lately?
Written a book, article, paper?
We’ll be happy to highlight it on
our Members in the News feature
or Restoration Showcase on the
SER homepage. Just send your materials to Levi Wickwire (levi@ser.
org). Keep your fellow members in
the loop.

The The Nature Conservancy published an article on their website
about Little Pine Island near Ft.
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