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The Hoh River Trust:

Preserving a Last Great American River
By Caroline Bronaugh, Society for Ecological Restoration
Edited by Michael Hagen, Hoh River Trust
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salmon and steelhead runs in the continental U.S., Hoh River is one of the
last strongholds for several fish species
listed as threatened or endangered. Its
corridor, a 10,000 acre area, extends a
mile on either side of the river, and is
arguably one of the world’s greatest old
growth and temperate rainforests. These
forests provide critical habitat for other
endangered and listed species including
the marbled murrelet, spotted owl, bald
eagle, and bull trout. It is a rich, naturally evolving habitat and one of the last
of its kind in the continental U.S. The
future of this area was once a cause for
concern but now, thanks to the hard work
of the Hoh River Trust (HRT) and the local community, it will remain protected
for centuries to come.

Opportunity to Restore & Protect
In the mid-1900s President Franklin
Roosevelt visited Washington State and
subsequently signed an act establishing
Olympic National Park. A significant
event for the Hoh River and its future,
the boundaries of the new park protected
the first 25 miles of its pure upper watershed and a small part of its coastal
waters. It was the remaining expanse of
the river that concerned the Hoh River
Trust. The rare species and habitats native to this area were at stake. This lower
30 mile stretch and its surrounding areas
were, until very recently, unprotected
and vulnerable.
(continued on page 2)
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By 2000 the majority of the corridor (8,000
of the 10,000 acres) was being managed for
commercial timber harvest; either privately
owned by corporations or in state timberlands.
Rayonier, for example, was the largest private
timber owner in the area. Corporate ownerships were transforming themselves into Real
Estate Investment Trusts (or REITs), which
can buy and sell land more easily than traditional forest management companies. Timber
harvest in sensitive areas and housing developments threatened undeveloped forest and
floodplain habitat in Hoh River valley. Incentives developed to sell forest land with high
operating costs due to environmental factors.
With the threat to the undeveloped habitat on
the rise, two Oregon-based organizations saw
an unprecedented opportunity to restore and
protect. Western River Conservancy (WRC)
was the only conservation program in the
U.S. dedicated solely to the protection of river
lands. Wild Salmon Center was a non-profit
working to protect wild salmon ecosystems of
the Pacific Rim. Together the two combined
their expertise to identify and mark the lower
30 mile stretch along the Hoh River as some
of the best remaining salmon habitat and real
estate left in the country.
It was around this time when 10,000 acres
surrounding the lower stretch of the Hoh
River were targeted by Endangered Species
Act (section 6) funding to protect and aid in
the recovery of endangered and threatened
species including marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus), northern spotted owl
(Strix occidentalis caurina), bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), and bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus). This came as a blessing for
WRC and Wild Salmon Center. The dynamic
duo jumped at the challenge to conserve the
rich habitat and restore timberlands.

objective to conserve, restore, and enhance
these lands for the benefit of fish, wildlife,
and people. “The park has the high country
and the beach,” said Phil Davis, Executive
Director of HRT. “We are connecting the dots
in between.

photo courtesy of HRT website

The Hoh River runs virtually intact for a 56 mile stretch through
Washington State’s Olympic Peninsula to the Pacific marine coastline.

Restoring Old Growth Habitat:
HRT Land Management

Forming a partnership that would later result
in the creation of the Hoh River Trust, WRC
and Wild Salmon Center set out to leverage
private donations with federal and state funding to purchase land from the largest private
timber owner in the Hoh River corridor, Rayonier. From 2001-2004 they did just that.

The Trust’s land and forest management is
based on the theory that recovery of listed
species will be achieved by restoring specific
habitat types. Management objectives are
two-pronged. They include the restoration of
the old growth forest habitat on a landscape
scale and maintaining public access to the
rivers and forests for angling, hunting, hiking, boating, and “low impact” recreational
users. Michael Hagen, Director of Land
Management, summarizes HRT’s timberland
restoration efforts, “Our plan, in short, is to
thin our plantation-style conifer stands and to
interplant, as needed, to get maximum sizes,
patchiness, quantities of dead and down wood,
and species composition representative of the
original Hoh forest.” Primary plans within the
restoration effort included removing invasive
plants, thinning industrial plantations, revegetating homesteaders’ pastures and removing
old road culverts that block fish passage.

By 2004, over 3,000 acres in the Hoh River
corridor formerly owned by Rayonier were
secured. This not only marked a successful
milestone for the project, it also led to a drastic change in how the project was managed.
The Hoh River Trust was created in December 2004 as a separate non-profit to operate
independently of the two parent non-profit organizations. It’s mission? To own and manage river lands along the Hoh River with an

In the past six years, HRT has: secured $12
million in Federal Grants for land acquisition
and $1 million in grants for restoration projects; placed roughly 7,000 acres under HRT
ownership; put 29 miles of river under protection; removed 9 fish barriers and blockages;
opened 8 tributary miles for fish passage;
placed 533 acres of forest land in active restoration;
(continued on page 3)
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decommissioned 1.9 miles of road; and controlled invasive
plants in 1,066 acres per year.
Though it is clear that Hoh River Trust is now an unstoppable force, one of the most compelling parts of this nonprofit’s success story is the fact that the effort nearly collapsed at first.

Engaging the Local Community
WRC and the Wild Salmon Center laid some solid groundwork, but the amount of work that lay ahead for the nonprofit at the time of its founding in 2004 was vast. It involved purchasing the remaining undeveloped riparian land
in the corridor; restoring industrial timberlands; overseeing
conditions of the property in alignment with conservation
objectives; and engaging an increasingly skeptical local
community. As with most projects of this nature, it was this
last task that proved to be a complicated and delicate process
- one that nearly caused the effort to fail.
Local communities have relied on the Hoh River for livelihood and recreation for generations. From the westward
homesteaders who originally settled
the area in the mid-1800s to the
thousands of tourists and outdoor
enthusiasts who visit each year,
the communities are the ones who
know and love the river best. Any
effort to restore and protect these
river lands would need their understanding and support. In 2004, HRT
was a long way from being a trusted
neighbor.

cal businesses were worried about timber land being taken
out of production. Neighbors were anxious about a drop in
tax revenue as the non-profit became a large land owner and
the subsequent impacts that would have on local schools.
The HRT/WRC team responded to the valid concerns. They
reassured locals that, except for off road motorized vehicles,
the public would have access to the land it acquires. They
publicized their plans to pay taxes to avoid an impact on
the tax base, even though they were not legally obligated to
do so. HRT would contract local businesses to assist with
restoration and stewardship of the river lands. Despite their
attempts to emphasize the goals of The Trust to protect, not
take away, the recreational and cultural vitality of the lands,
they were greeted with distrust and objections.
The general consensus among the community in 2004 was
summed up by one woman at the early meeting with the
public, “It sounds to us like you’re saying you’re the only
one who can manage the land, we’ve managed this land for
over 100 years and have done a good job of it.” The community was protective and rightfully so. This was, after all,
one of the most unique and magnificent rivers remaining in
the country. HRT understood that it
was going to take much more than
promises to win the trust of and
meaningfully engage the community. In this case, actions spoke much
louder than words.

Hoh River Trust in Action

In 2005 the HRT Board hired a local
consulting forester with experience
in salmon habitat restoration and
When the Endangered Species Act
working with diverse Tribal, small
targeted land in the corridor for proprivate and industrial clients. Mitection of listed bird species, the
chael Hagen, HRT Director of Land
timber industry began to experience
Management, was well aware of the
a drastic decline that was felt by the
distaste for strict preservationists.
entire Olympic Peninsula. Harvests HRT partnered with the Hoh Tribe, the Pacific Coastal Salmon Seeing “some big yellow equipshifted to rotations as short as 40 Coalition, and the State Salmon Recovery Funding Board to com- ment” working on the HRT land was
years. Increased restrictions were plete the Pole Creek Project, one of their more recent projects. the way to get the point across that
placed on harvests near streams and
HRT was going to be a part of the
rivers, requirements to replace fish-blocking culverts were working community. Getting some partnerships going on acenforced, and the price and demand for recreational property tual restoration projects was vital. An initial project targeted
rose. The results of those protective measures had grave im- a well-known fish passage issue under a heavily used timber
plications for the timber industry and it strongly influenced haul road. With Washington state Salmon Recovery Funding
the community’s perception of HRT. Rumors and conspiracy and the backing of the Hoh Tribe and the coastal salmon retheories about the non-profit spread like wildfire.
covery groups, a 55 foot bridge replaced a perched six foot
culvert, opening up a tributary that had not had salmon in it
“The way I was introduced to WRC was by going up to since the 40’s. The ice was broken.
where we’ve always launched our boats and being greeted
with a wall of signs,” said the owner of a kayaking business HRT also succeeded in producing a comprehensive land and
at an informational meeting held by HRT founders on June forest management plan with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Fast-forward roughly six years and you will find the
22, 2004. The tone of this initial meeting was hostile.
Largely dependent on tourism and recreational activities, inspiring results of HRT’s actions and plans: roughly 7,000
members of the community were mainly concerned that acres of habitat are permanently protected in a more or less
the creation of HRT would severely limit their access to the contiguous corridor along the Hoh River, former industrial
primitive area – access they had enjoyed for generations. Lo(continued on page 4)
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timberland is being restored to a more naturally evolving
condition that will enhance habitat for the dependent species, the corridor is managed to ensure its condition and uses
are compatible with clearly defined conservation objectives,
and, most impressive, a local community that is engaged and
has a true sense of ownership and stewardship over the land.
The area has not only become a sanctuary for salmon and
wildlife, but for the community as well. Aside from specific
areas and times when endangered species are present, HRT
lands allow public access. Except for off road motorized users and prohibitions on the taking of timber or commercial
harvest of plants, the lands are open without charge or permit to all users. Couples, outdoor enthusiasts, and families
come out in masses to camp, fish, hike, and hunt.
The grassroots nature of HRT’s work is what ultimately led
to the community’s support and engagement. The Trust itself
is a small organization so it could not accomplish its goals
of large scale land restoration and conservation alone. HRT
staff - Phil Davis, Mike Hagen and Bob Howell, part time
Land Steward - relies on a variety of partners, local businesses, and others to develop high quality projects connecting the length of the corridor. As part of his job, Mike Hagen
works diligently to engage and build solid relations with the
community. HRT, for example, recruits paid interns from
local high schools and colleges who bring valuable project
ideas and learn habitat assessment skills. Work done by interns can usually be leveraged into grants to deal with fish
passage problems or riparian restoration. Since 2005, HRT
has spent approximately $2 million in grants and its own
funds on operations. Olympic Peninsula businesses such
as J&D Enterprises, a Forks, WA heavy equipment contractor and Quigg Brothers, a fourth generation, family owned
construction company, carry out the work of fish barrier removal and road decommissioning. Precommercial thinning
has been done by Jose’s Reforestation of Montesano, WA
and Olympic Camp crews, all supporting local wages. Recently, Hermann Brothers Logging of Port Angeles utilized
excess precommercial thinning slash in a field chipping operation to produce hog fuel biomass. Partnerships with the
Pacific Coastal Salmon Coalition, the Hoh Tribe, the North
Pacific Coast Lead Entity, the WRIA 20 Watershed Planning
group, and other professional forestry and ecological restoration groups ensure high quality projects and communication among the different groups working to enhance habitat
along the length of the Hoh River corridor as well as neighboring watersheds.

What Lies Ahead for Hoh River Trust
With the acquisition of 70% of the 10,000 at-risk acres now
complete, the Seattle Times reports the lands purchased, plus
those already protected within Olympic National Park, conserve nearly the entire length of the Hoh. So what is next
for HRT?
Patient restoration of the industrial timberlands and continued community outreach are among the tenacious nonprofit’s to do list. This requires constant funding so much

photo courtesy of Mike Hagen

Though plenty of work still lies ahead for HRT, project successes can be
seen throughout the Hoh River corridor such as one of the bridge bypass
projects pictured above.

of their focus will go towards securing funds. One of their
more ambitious goals is to create an endowment to support
caring for the land. Though many tasks still lie ahead for
HRT, their history has provided them with a strong foundation to carry on and heal the land.
The Hoh River Trust has provided the field of restoration
with a concrete model of how to address cultural and community contexts of long-term restoration projects. Successfully breaking down barriers that exist between restoration
projects and the broader community, HRT has created a sustainable, viable project that will only continue to grow.
To put it in the words of Mike Hagen, “HRT strives for excellent forestry which mutually benefits the entire ecosystem
and the community. By protecting the Hoh River, we believe
we will create a legacy that also contributes to a broader understanding of the viability of healthy river systems across
the country.” Not surprisingly, this is precisely what they
have done.

For more information on the Hoh River Trust and
all their current happenings, visit their website at
http://www.hohrivertrust.org/.
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View from the Chair
By Jim Harris | SER Board Chair

Dear SER Members:
I’m sitting in my study at home looking out on the snow slowly thawing and draining away as a result of
an unusually cold and early snowfall
here in the UK. We have experienced
all of the fun transportation problems
that accompany this type of weather.
Luckily we are able to reap the benefits of living in the 21st century and
can transact a large part of our activities via the internet.
As we have mentioned in earlier issues, SER is greatly
aware of its current website limitations and has been
working in coordination with communications expert,
Pyramid Communications, to provide members with
a dynamic, user-friendly web interface. Many of you
mentioned the desire to be able to access a searchable
SER Members Directory to further connect and network with one another. Reviewing feedback from our
membership survey has allowed us to identify this and
other valuable areas for online member tools. Be on the
lookout for the unveiling of the new website in 2011.

With five staffers, 2011 promises to be a year improvements and growth. One of the major developments we
look forward to this coming year is the establishment
of the Practitioner Institute – watch this space for news.
The 2012-2016 Strategic Plan is still in development
and will incorporate member feedback as well. The
Plan will help guide our future efforts and we look forward to sharing it upon completion. We will need your
help in setting priorities and implementing large parts of
the Plan over the next few years. We are very keen to
recruit new SER Board Members and are seeking volunteers across all of our activities, including outreach,
science and policy, communication. Please contact
Amanda Jorgenson, our Executive Director, if you are
interested in SER leadership positions!
Finally, best wishes from me to you all for a very successful year, our staff and supporters – let’s keep pushing the excitement and benefit of ecological restoration
across the globe, and the hope that this offers for our
community.

We look back on 2010 with a great sense of pride and
accomplishment. A long way from its previous home in
Arizona, SER is now located in the heart of Washington, D.C. equipped and ready to collaborate with NGOs,
government agencies, and other key organizations.

Sincerely,
Jim Harris
SER Chair

SER Awards Program

Make a nomination for the 2011 Awards!
The Awards Committee of the Society for Ecological Restoration is now soliciting nominations from SER members for our 2011 society awards which will be presented at the
biannual meeting of SER to be held in Merida, Mexico, from August 21-25, 2011. We seek
nominations for four awards: The Theodore M. Sperry Award, the Full Circle Award, the
Communications Award, and the John Rieger Award.
The deadline for nominations is March 28, 2011
If you know a practitioner, researcher, organization, community group or academic who has
done exceptional work, nominate them for an award! For more details or to submit a nomination, visit http://www.ser.org/content/ser_awards_program.asp.
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Eyes Wide Open:

largely an abstract concept in conference papers and
executed projects; it is a recommended step that is
rarely actualized.

By Richard Scott and Peter Abrutat Whitbread

By underestimating the value of social and cultural
dimensions of ecological restoration work, the ability
to promote long-term, successful restoration projects
on the ground is severly limited.

A Statement for Social Action

This summer at the 7th SER European Conference on Ecological Restoration, attendees joined
Richard Scott and Peter Abrutat Whitbread for a
workshop on building bridges between ecological
restoration projects and the general public. The
workshop identified several pathways for breaking
the barriers that often exist between the scienctific
and the political/social realms of society. These are
crucial to address because they threaten the viability of ecological restoration efforts. The findings of
this workshop culminated in a statement for social
action. The statement challenges restorationists to
initiate new conversations with a broad spectrum
of fields, professions, and social groups. It adopts
and adheres to the following principles:
Community engagement is integral to
ecological restoration
It is widely recognized that local communities must
be listened to and engaged in order to ensure the
susatinabilty and success of any given ecological
restoration project.
A bridge not crossed
There are surprisingly few examples of meaningful
social contact and dialogue with local communities
within ecological restoration projects. The workshop
revealed that action on this social dimension by
academic restoration ecologists and SER conference
participants is at a remarkably low level. We found
that the notion of community involvement is still

If people can’t dance, they won’t join our revolution
In order for restoration projects to flourish into the
future, there needs to be a greater committment to
engage with the locals fom the onset of the project.
These are the people who have substantial relationships with a place from the beginning. Often times
there is an assumption among restorationists that local groups will come to us; on the contrary, we need
to find creative ways to meet, listen to, and work
with locals.
Generous partnerships will help projects flourish
Partnerships should be built between universities
and other social and community groups involved
in ecological restoration. This will also open up a
diverse range of funding opportunities outside of the
strict confines of ecological and biodiversity funding
streams.
Sharing the passion for ecological restoration
This is a call for all restorationists to adopt principles to support working with local communities
and encourage wider public engagement, in what we
believe to be one of the most inspiring, significant
subjects in the world. To deliver this on the scale required to make a difference to the world, it is important we sing about what we do, and take active steps
to share that passion with the world.

SER2011 World Conference Sponsorships
SER invites your support for the SER2011 World Conference on Ecological Restoration:
Re-Establishing the link between Nature and Culture
Gain exposure for your organization, demonstrate your commitment to global ecological
restoration efforts, and enhance your visibility among influential leaders and decisionmakers by supporting the SER2011 World Conference on Ecological Restoration. Join
us as a Sponsor, Exhibitor, Contributor to the Scholarship Program, or Volunteer.
For more information about sponsorship benefits and levels, please contact Marion
Smith at 202-299-9518, ext. 4 or marion@ser.org.
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News from SER’s Global Office
Looking Forward to 2011

A Note from SER Executive Director Amanda Jorgenson

H
W

appy New Year, everyone, and best wishes for your
well-being and happiness!

L

e have ended a very exciting and successful 2010 and
have much to look forward to in the New Year. I would
like to share with you here some of the main initiatives we
plan to implement in 2011.

T

E

arly in the year, we plan to unveil SER’s new brand identity and begin developing our new website. A new trademark and website will facilitate our outreach and communication efforts, as well as help us expand our membership
worldwide. We hope that our new brand will speak fluently
to restoration practitioners, scientists, land use and conservation planners, and policy makers from all corners of the
world. As SER is moving more toward becoming a paperless organization, it is critical that we have a current, userfriendly, and inviting website in order to meet our education
and outreach objectives. Furthermore, the new website will
ensure that our online resources are more readily available to
everyone interested in restoring ecologically sensitive ecosystems. As we begin the process of renovating SER’s website, we would appreciate hearing from you with any ideas or
suggestions you might have.

W

e are also looking forward to the SER2011 World Conference on Ecological Restoration: Reestablishing the
link Between Nature and Culture, which will take place in
Mérida, Yucatán, Mexico on August 21-25, 2011. Together
with our local partners and restoration networks in Latin
America (most notably the Ibero-American and Caribbean
Ecological Restoration Network), we expect to bring more
than 1,000 delegates from around the world to participate in
and enrich the conference. We also hope to foster the creation of new chapters and student guilds in Latin America as
a result of the meeting. We encourage you to register for the
conference and participate in every way possible in order to
ensure that your knowledge and experience contribute to the
larger dialogue among the world’s restoration community.

O

n the policy front, we will continue to strengthen our
international collaborations and take the lead in promoting the importance of ecological restoration worldwide. In
collaboration with Parks Canada, SER will continue to play
an instrumental role in the creation of best practice guidelines for ecological restoration in protected areas, which are
due to be published at the next IUCN World Conservation
Congress in 2012.

ikewise, we will continue our efforts to elevate the role
of ecological restoration within the framework of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ramsar Convention, the European Union and United States domestic policy.
hrough our publications and certification program, we
will continue to disseminate and advance the science and
practice of ecological restoration. Restoration Ecology, the
journal of the Society, will continue to publish new scientific
findings, and the SER-Island Press Book Series, The Science
and Practice of Ecological Restoration, will continue to be
an active collaboration that fosters the integration of restoration science and practice with fields related to conservation
and development. By providing new scientific and practical knowledge, field-tested solutions, inspiration, and scientific insight from experienced practitioners and scientists,
ecological restoration – we hope – will become the powerful healing tool and integrative discipline that the world so
clearly needs.

S

ER’s certification program is closer to becoming a reality. Developing this program has proven to be a much
more complex process than we originally anticipated, but
we are almost there! By certifying restoration practitioners,
SER seeks to ensure the widespread use of ecological restoration best practices and to thereby improve the quality and
effectiveness of restoration projects and programs worldwide. By improving the standards of restoration practice,
SER seeks to ensure that practitioners take into account all
of the ecosystem attributes that are so important in determining the long-term success or failure of their projects, including: biodiversity, ecosystem structure and function, integrity
and resilience, abiotic support, landscape connectivity, and
sustainable human use. More information about the certification program is forthcoming.

A

ll of these initiatives are made possible by the active
involvement of our volunteers, the dedication of our
staff and above all, the support of our members. We ask that
you continue your involvement in the Society’s activities
and help us further our mission of promoting restoration as
a practical solution to many of the social and environmental
ills the world is facing. Please feel free to share your ideas
and suggestions with us and help us welcome new members from among your colleagues at the local, regional and
international levels. Let’s all work together to make these
important projects become a reality and bring ecological restoration to its rightful place. Thank you and again, Happy
New Year!

The Society for Ecological Restoration depends upon your generosity. For information on how to
make gifts of appreciated stock or planned gifts, please contact Marion Smith, Development Director at 202-299-9518 or email marion@ser.org.
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SER Starts New Initiative to Focus on the Restoration of
Landscape Patch Connectivity and Large-scale Migration Corridors
by Bill Halvorson, Conrad Reining and Levi Wickwire
n November 15-18, 2010, SER jointly sponsored
O
a workshop with the Wildlands Network to examine the role of ecological restoration in continen-

tal-scale conservation efforts. Although restoration
programs around the world have made great strides
over the last two decades, they are often planned and
implemented on a small, local scale without adequate
consideration for their role in ensuring the ecological integrity and connectivity of vital habitats across
entire landscapes or regions. Likewise, conservation
efforts do not always integrate ecological restoration
in a holistic manner. In order to address these concerns, SER and the Wildlands Network organized this
workshop as a first step toward uniting their respective efforts within a larger conservation framework
and developing a broader initiative aimed at bridging
the gap between the science and practice of ecological restoration and the practice of conservation biology and landscape ecology within the context of connecting regionally significant fragmented wildlands in
North America.

T

he workshop brought together 30 key leaders from
federal and state agencies, universities, non-profit
NGOs, and private companies in an atmosphere that
allowed for the dynamic interchange of experience
and ideas among restoration ecologists, restoration
practitioners, wildlife biologists, conservation biologists, land use planners, and land managers. A series
of presentations over two days examined case studies
of large-scale restoration projects currently underway
in North America; mapping and modeling programs
for conceptualizing landscape connectivity and prioritizing management actions; and social and political
issues that need to be addressed in order to advance
this vision of continental-scale conservation. In addition to these presentations, the workshop concluded
each day with a lively discussion about the best way
to communicate these issues and ideas to others in our
respective fields as well as landowners, policy makers
and the general public; the best way to present this
new initiative at the SER2011 World Conference on
Ecological Restoration, August 21-25, 2011 in Merida, Mexico; and the specific actions SER and the
Wildlands Network can take in the immediate future
to advance landscape connectivity and habitat restoration at the continental scale. (To learn more about
the outcome of these discussions and view a detailed
summary of the presentations given, visit http://www.
globalrestorationnetwork.org/restoration/landscapeconnectivity/ecological-restoration-for-continentalconservation/.)

photo courtesy of Brent Steiner

workshop participants pictured on the High Lonesome
Ranch in DeBeque, Colorado

Objectives of the Workshop
1. Identify/bridge gaps between the science
and practice of ecological restoration and the
practice of conservation biology and landscape ecology within the context of connecting regionally significant fragmented wildlands in North America.
2. Establish strategic partnerships involving
mixed land uses to promote ecological restoration as a best practice in the reconnection of
large ecosystems across North America.
3. Integrate the needs of all large mammals as
a key element to restoration ecology.
4. Document and disseminate the results of
ecological restoration and conservation strategies via publications, conferences, and the
websites of SER and WN.
5. Identify ways to strengthen future collaboration to maximize conservation results.
(article continued on page 9)
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Ecological Restoration for Continental Conservation Initiative
(continued from page 8)

W

orkshop participants had the unique opportunity
to experience firsthand the kind of large-scale,
integrated vision underlying this new initiative, as the
workshop was held at the 300-square mile High Lonesome Ranch in DeBeque, Colorado, a mixed-use landscape on the western slope of the Rocky Mountains
that is being managed for biodiversity conservation
and ecological connectivity. The ranch’s owners have
undertaken an ambitious effort to restore degraded
habitat on their lands and create more favorable conditions for wildlife with a view to ensuring that the ranch
forms an integral part of an envisaged conservation
corridor stretching the length of the Rocky Mountains.
This setting made the workshop especially dynamic
and provided an added source of ideas and inspiration
by allowing participants to see how ecological restoration and conservation biology can be used to inform
one another and the kinds of results they can produce
together on the ground.

B

y the end of the workshop, there was great enthusiasm and productive energy behind the ideas
generated during the discussion, and participants were
eager to see the momentum carry over into a new initiative that would build upon this bold vision and work
to bring this synergy between restoration and conservation to fruition. Four focus areas were identified to
guide future work:
Primer – Create a primer document that clearly
defines the role of restoration in achieving large
landscape connectivity and establishes principles and best practices to guide this approach.
Policy – Develop strategies for informing land
management policy in the U.S. and Canada, including preparing briefings and critiques to raise
awareness among state/provincial governments
and federal agencies, and reaching out to NGOs
and foundations working on issues related to
restoration and conservation.
Communication – Develop strategies for communicating these principles and ideas to a wide
audience, including scientists and practitioners,
landowners, policy makers, resource managers
and the general public, among others.
Demonstration project – Identify a project that
could serve as a ‘living lab’ in order to demonstrate the feasibility and effectiveness of this
approach in addressing important conservation

photo courtesy of Brent Steiner

The High Lonesome Ranch in DeBeque, Colorado lies along
the Spine of the Continent Wildway, an envisaged corridor
of wildlands stretching the length of North America

issues within challenging and complex land-use
contexts. This project could be developed from the
ground up, but we could also look to partner with a
project already underway.

Y

ou can learn more about the workshop and the nascent collaboration between SER and Wildlands
Network by visiting the Global Restoration Network
website at http://www.globalrestorationnetwork.
org/restoration/landscape-connectivity/ecologicalrestoration-for-continental-conservation/. If you
are interested in contributing ideas or suggestions in
any of the four program areas described above, please
contact us at info@ser.org.

More about Wildlands Network
Wildlands Network was founded in 1991
through the efforts of world-renowned conservation biologist Michael Soulé. The network’s
mission is to ensure a healthy future for nature
and people in North America by scientifically
and strategically connecting networks of people
restoring and protecting networks of wildlands.
Learn more by visiting them on the web at http://
www.twp.org/.
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SER Chapter News
Europe Gears Up for
Exciting Spring Event
With the 7th Annual Chapter Conference behind them, SER Europe
is now preparing for their big
spring event. Featuring a workshop and field trips, the three-day
event will focus on new approaches
in sustainable restoration, management and use of grasslands and
heaths that are mandatory in protecting the biological diversity in
Central Europe. Attendees will
hear from eight groups from Italy,
Austria, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Germany who are
all working together in the Central
Europe project SALVERE. The
groups will present guidelines for
harvesting species-rich donor sites
and effective methods to restore or
establish grasslands of high nature
conservation value. In addition
to the workshop, several talks and
field trips will allow attendees to
see on-the-ground results of such
applied research. Participants can
chose from a variety of field trips
and trek out to different grassland
and heathland restoration projects
at the Anhalt University of Applied Sciences. The event will
take place from May 18th-20th in
Bernburg, Germany. Conference
registration closes on March 1st so
be sure to register online at http://
www.offenlandinfo.de/workshop.
php?language=EN.
Aside from event planning, SER
Europe has been active on several other fronts. Over 40 chapter
members gathered for the SER
Europe Membership Meeting that
took place during the 7th Annual
Conference in August. During this
meeting, four new members were
elected to the chapter board. The
chapter is excited to announce and
welcome Camiel Aggenbach, Elise

Buisson, Jordi Cortina, and Karel
Prach. Chapter Chair, Norbert
Holzel, also reported on the status
of the chapter’s bylaws and legal
registration; SER Europe is very
close to registering as an official
NGO! The group decided to legally register in Belgium in order to
be close to the European Union and
details of the formal process have
already been prepared by a Belgian
law firm. Members will receive
updates on this front, including
a revised version of the chapter
bylaws, very soon. Needless to
say, SER Europe has its hands full
with exciting new developments.
Stay tuned for the next issue of
SERNews where we will announce
details on the 8th Annual European
Conference.

SER Europe’s workshop and field trips will focus on
biodiverse grasslands and heaths in Central Europe.

New England Continues to
Connect with the Community
SER New England has been out
and about this winter, visibly
promoting restoration efforts. On
December 17th, the chapter joined
the Southern New England Chapter

of the Soil and Water Conservation
Society to co-sponsor From Rain to
Runoff. The event brought together
presenters from diverse agencies to
educate workshop participants from
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island about the challenges
and opportunities for urban and agricultural landscapes. Among the
speakers were specialists in soil
nutrient management, green landscape and low impact development,
and storm water management.
With increasing demands for information on sustainable environmental practices, the conference was
a wonderful opportunity for SER
New England to engage with farmers, individuals, and government
agencies in the tri-state area.
The chapter is also looking forward
to co-hosting Staying Ahead of the
Curve, the 17th Annual Ecological
Landscaping Association’s Conference and Eco-Market-place. The
conference will be held on March
3rd at the MassMutual Center in
Springfield, MA and includes session topics such as rain gardens
that really work, healthy soils for
healthy trees, plant choices for food
productive landscapes, and more.
SER New England’s own Mike
Toohill, Chapter Chair, and Thomas Touchet, State Director of Massachusetts for the Chapter, will be
presenting on two specific restoration projects that can be used to inform adaptive management strategies, in a session entitled “Species
Richness Indicators in LandscapeScale Restoration: Using Reference
Systems in Eco-Restoration.”
SER New England will continue to
seek out opportunities to participate
in conferences and events in 2011
so be on the lookout!
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SER Chapter News
British Columbia Addresses
Huckleberry Restoration
SER British Columbia is excited
to announce the Kootenay Huckleberry Forum, Seeing the Berries
Amongst the Trees! The chapter is
co-sponsoring the forum on February 23rd which will bring together
individuals for an exploration of
the ecological, social and cultural
importance of the huckleberry in
western North America. The restoration and maintenance of productive huckleberry patches is essential, especially in a time where
fire suppression and changes in the
logging industry have resulted in a
decline in the abundance and productivity of the huckleberry. The
forum will feature presentations
from a diverse group of resource
managers and researchers including
keynote speaker, Dr. Nancy Turner.
Speakers will share their knowledge on habitat restoration, forestry
and huckleberries, huckleberries
and wildlife, historical ecology,
fire ecology, and ethnoecology.
For more details or to register for
this event simply visit the chapter’s website at http://www.ser.org/
serbc/events.asp.

Northwest Chapter Co-Sponsors
Innovatine Online Tool
SER Northwest is one of several
proud sponsors of the innovative Noxious Weed/Invasive Plant
Online Mapping Tool! The tool,
which was developed by Dr. David
Giblin of University of Washington
Herbarium, provides users with
access to specimen and observation
records for noxious weeds, invasive
plant species, and all other non-native plants that have been reported
from the state of Washington. The
highest priority for the project
moving forward is to acquire additional observation records from
resources around Washington.
Readers can check out the exciting

field trips, but they are also in the
process of instituting a Chapter
photo library to facilitate the sharing of project pictures, field trips,
etc. Mid-Atlantic did not have to
go too far to find willing volunteers
to fill the newly created volunteer
position, PhotoMeister, responsible
for the photo library; two members
immediately jumped at the opportunity!

SER British Columbia hosts a forum exploring the restotation and
maintenance of huckleberries in the Pacific Northwest this February.

new tool online at http://biology.
burke.washington.edu/waweeds/.

Mid-Atlantic Announces 2011
Annual Chapter Conference
In the last issue of SERNews, we
highlighted the growth that is currently taking place in the SER MidAtlantic Chapter. The ambitious
group is not only literally expanding (they recently added Virginia
and West Virginia to a chapter territory which already includes New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Delaware, and DC), but
they are simultaneously developing
the chapter’s capacity to meet the
needs of their geographically growing membership.
In 2010, they added two more atlarge members and two additional
state representatives to their board.
They also created and strengthened
several working committees including the Conference Planning Committee, the Field Trips Committee,
the Communications Committee,
and the Membership Committee. More recently, Mid-Atlantic
has responded to the increasing
demand for easy access to information on restoration projects. Not
only is the Field Trips Committee
researching the idea of “virtual”

The Conference Planning Committee has also been hard at work. At
the chapter’s April 2011 Annual
Conference, they’ll be thinking forward to what restorationists might
have to do differently given changing and unprecedented ecological
futures. Invited talks by prominent scientists in related fields,
ecologically-minded landscape
architects, and restorationists will
address the theme: “Brave New
World: Working with Emerging
Ecosystems and Other New Challenges.” The chapter is expecting,
and even encouraging, controversy.
Contributed papers gleaned from
responses to the Call for Papers
and Posters will be delivered during afternoon concurrent sessions,
while the posters will be displayed
throughout the day and presented
during our “Poster Pub”. Sponsors
will be given exhibit space as well
as recognition in the conference
materials. On the second day, a
Saturday, there will be three different field trips to restoration sites
in the area. The conference will
be held from April 1st-2nd at the
University of Maryland, College
Park Campus.
You can keep up with this growing
chapter and all of its happenings
online at www.ser.org/midatl or on
Facebook at http://www.facebook.
com/pages/Society-of-EcologicalRestoration-Mid-Atlantic-Chapter/155333521172530.
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New Books & Articles
Coastal Plants: A Guide to the
Identification and Restoration
of Plants of the Perth Region

der a range of longer-term conditions.
This publication examines some of
these no-regrets responses and looks
at how they can contribute more
broadly to building the resilience of
local communities to climatic and
other changes. http://data.iucn.org/
dbtw-wpd/edocs/2010-050.pdf

Kingsley Dixon

Coastal Plants is the first comprehensive guide to the plants of Perth,
Australia’s coastal region and includes a detailed discussion of approaches to restoration and practical
coastal management. Each species is
presented with its distribution, key
diagnostic features, natural history,
pollination and uses in restoration
and propagation. Although it focuses on the Perth region, this book
is intended for community groups
and individuals involved in coastal
restoration throughout Australia’s
temperate zone. http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/21/pid/6560.htm

Restorative Redevelopment
of Devastated Ecocultural
Landscapes
Robert L. France

Restorative redevelopment is an
emerging paradigm for remediating landscapes that combines principles of both ecological restoration
and sustainable development. Rather
than merely fixing the broken bits
and pieces of nature, restorative development advocates the reuse of
devastated landscapes to improve the
value and livability of a location for
humans at the same time as effectively reinstating natural processes and
functions. This book explores the use
of this approach to address the longterm, sustainable reparation of the
fabled marshlands of southern Iraq,
as well as numerous examples of
other ecologically sensitive regions.
http://www.crcpress.com/product/
isbn/9780415952255

Urban Ecology

Edited by Kevin J. Gaston
Providing an overview of the essentials of urban ecology, this book
begins by examining the vital background concepts of the urbaniza-

It Takes a Village: Iowa stream
project shows how to do science
with the people
The extensive marshlands of southern Iraq have been
the focus of an ambitious ecological restoration and
socio-economic revitalization program

tion process and the effect that it can
have on ecosystem functions and
services. Later sections are devoted
to examining how species respond
to urbanization, the many facets of
human-ecology interactions, and the
issues surrounding urban planning
and the provision of urban green
spaces. Drawing on examples from
urban settlements around the world,
it highlights the progress to date in
this burgeoning field, as well as the
challenges that lie ahead. http://www.
cambridge.org/catalogue/catalogue.
asp?isbn=9780521760973

Building Resilience to Climate
Change: Ecosystem-based
adaptation and lessons from
the field

Edited by Ángela Andrade Pérez,
Bernal Herrera Fernández &
Roberto Cazzolla Gatti
This contribution from IUCN’s Commission on Ecosystem Management
(CEM) looks at the many ways in
which ecosystem management can
help people and nature build resilience in the face of climate change
and adapt to the changes already
present in the climate system. Such
changes vary enormously in different parts of the world, and this uncertainty requires that we make the most
of “no-regrets” adaptation approaches—those that will bring cost-effective benefits to nature and people un-

David Malakoff

Restoring urban streams bruised by
decades of abuse is hard enough.
Pulling off a restoration project that
is backed both by informed, supportive neighbors and good science is
even harder. But along College Creek
in Ames, Iowa, researchers, government officials and local residents
have teamed up to show just how it
might be done.
http://www.conservationmagazine.
org/2010/10/it-takes-a-village/

Sacred Natural Sites:
Conserving Nature and Culture
Edited by Bas Verschuuren,
Robert Wild, Jeffrey McNeely
& Gonzalo Oviedo

Sacred Natural Sites are the world’s
oldest protected places. This book focuses on a wide spread of both iconic
and lesser known examples, such as
sacred groves of the Western Ghats
(India), Sagarmatha/Chomolungma
(Mt Everest), the Golden Mountains of Altai (Russia), Holy Island
of Lindisfarne (UK) and the sacred
lakes of the Niger Delta (Nigeria).
This book illustrates that sacred natural sites, although often under threat,
exist within and outside of formally
recognized protected areas and may
well be some of the last strongholds
for building resilient networks of
connected landscapes. They also
form important nodes for maintaining
a dynamic socio-cultural fabric in the
face of global change. http://www.
earthscan.co.uk/?tabid=102379
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