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SER Celebrates its 4th World Conference
on Ecological Restoration
By Levi Wickwire, Society for Ecological Restoration

The 4th SER World Conference on Ecological Restoration was celebrated
August 21-25, 2011 in
Merida, Yucatan, Mexico
in partnership with the
Latin American & Caribbean Ecological Restoration Network (RIACRE)
and the local research institutes CINVESTAV-IPN
and CICY. The first SER
conference to be held in
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Latin America, SER2011 attracted 1,000
participants from 60 countries including was organized around the social, econearly 450 attendees from Latin America, nomic and functional aspects of restora190 of whom were from Mexico alone. tion, with an entire day devoted to each.
The theme for this year’s conference,
Re-establishing the Link between Nature
and Culture, emphasized the sociocultural and economic aspects of ecological restoration and the importance of
not only addressing social and economic
factors in the planning and design of
successful restoration projects, but also
the role of restoration in reconnecting
human communities (physically, culturally and spiritually) with the ecosystems that sustain them. In order to fully
explore this theme and lend a balanced
perspective to the larger restoration
dialogue, the 3-day scientific program

The program included a total of more
than 700 oral and poster presentations
and sessions in both English and Spanish. A number of special sessions and
symposia looked in depth at topics of
particular interest including: novel ecosystems, seed banking, restoration in
parks and protected areas, valuation of
ecosystem services, restoration following mining, traditional ecological knowledge, the role of art and artists in the field
of restoration, and restoration in urban
areas. Plenary sessions on each of the
three days featured 12 internationally renowned keynote speakers who addressed
(continued on page 2)
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themes ranging from restoration science,
international policy and communitybased resource management to private
industry, economics and indigenous issues. The three speakers headlining the
conference were Pavan Sukhdev, Study
Leader for The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB), who gave
a keynote address on the “economics of
ecological restoration”; Eric Higgs, Professor and past-Director of the School of
Environmental Studies at the University
of Victoria, who spoke about the social
challenges inherent in restoring ecosystems and finding balance in a rapidly
changing world; and Shahid Naeem,
Professor and Chair of the Department
of Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Biology at Columbia University, who
addressed the relationship between biodiversity loss and ecosystem function.
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Pavan Sukhdev presents the keynote address during a
plenary session on the economic aspects of ecological
restoration.

Another exciting aspect of the conference was the nearly 300 poster presentations on a wide range of topics. A great
many students and young professionals
were in attendance, and it was the first
time many of them had participated in
Photo courtesy of Dasha Gaian
a professional meeting and had the opportunity to present their work. This CBD Principal Officer Jo Mulongoy congratulates
Steve Whisenant, SER Chair, at the closing ceremony.
made for two very lively poster sessions and imbued the conference with ical restoration outlined in their Strategic
a stimulating and energetic atmosphere. Plan for 2011-2020 and to integrate restoration into their National Biodiversity
The meeting concluded with a call to ac- Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs).
tion to the Parties of the Convention on Bi- Click here to read the Call to Acological Diversity (CBD) urging them to tion from the SER2011 delegates.
act swiftly on the commitments to ecolog-

SER2011 Carbon Offsets Supports Local Restoration
SER worked with BlueGreen Carbon Offsets to donate $20 of every
SER2011 conference registration to
Plan Vivo’s Scolel Té Project, a community-based sustainable land use
project that operates in central and
northern Chiapas and northeast Oaxaca, southern Mexico. We are excited to
annouce that over $15,000 will go to
the Scolel Té Project as a result of the

SER2011 Carbon Offsets. The project
was selected as the recipient of the
carbon offsets because of the amazing work they do in Mexico, a region
that was so welcoming and gracious to
SER2011 and all of its participants. For
more information on Plan Vivo’s Scolel
Té Project, visit www.planvivo.org.
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Community-Based Restoration Projects:
Stories from around the U.S.
By Christine Chau, Society for Ecological Restoration

The SER2011 World Conference
on Ecological Restoration held in
Merida, Mexico this summer focused a great deal on the social
aspects of ecological restoration.
Keynote speaker Eric Higgs of
the University of Victoria in British Columbia, Canada emphasized
the power ecological restoration
has to create meaningful social
change, and cited examples from
North America, Asia and Africa to
demonstrate how restoration brings
people together and helps them develop profound relationships with
the land. Presenters working with
local communities in Guatemala,
Venezuela, Mexico, New Zealand,
Colombia, and France also shared
their stories and research during
a number of breakout sessions.

Inspired by this theme, this article
explores three community-based
restoration programs taking place
in the U.S. In Imperial Beach, California, on the U.S.-Mexico border,
efforts are being made to improve
the ecological integrity of a binational watershed by promoting
international cooperation among
communities on both sides of the
border. Further north, in California’s Monterey Peninsula, elementary school students are growing
and planting native seeds to restore
areas of a former military base. In
Minnesota, a nonprofit organization gives minority youth the opportunity to learn about and connect with the land. Behind all three
of these projects stands a receptive
community effectively engaged
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TRNERR engages diverse communities along
the U.S.-Mexico border to preserve coastal wetland habitats.

in protecting and restoring nature.

Engaging Communities across
Borders
The Tijuana River National Estuarine Research(continued on page 5)

SER Celebrates 25th Anniversary in Madison, Wisconsin
Mark your calendars! In celebration of our 25th logical Restoration: Reflections on the Past,
anniversary, the SER2013 World Conference Directions for the Future. Please contact us at
will be held on October 6-11, 2013 in Madi- info@ser.org for opportunities to participate!
son, Wisconsin, the birthplace of the Society.
Aldo Leopold, Norman Fassett and their colleagues at UW-Madison developed the practice of ecological restoration – and the name
“restoration ecology”- in Madison more than
75 years ago. Nearly 50 years later, John Rieger, Bill Jordan, Ann Sands and John Stanley
founded SER at the UW-Madison Arboretum.
SER will celebrate its 25th Anniversary in
2013 with activities and events throughout the year, culminating in a celebration at
SER2013, the 5th World Conference on Eco-

SER2013 will be held at the Monona Community and Convention Center
in Madison, Wisconsin (pictured above).
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View from the Chair
A Note from new SER Chair, Steve Whisenant
where it all began. The SER2013 World Conference
will be held in Madison, Wisconsin on October 6-11,
2013, with celebratory activities taking place throughout the year. We hope you will join us as we celebrate
25 years of the Society and many more years to come.
At the end of August, the Society inaugurated a new
Board of Directors. While we were sad to say goodAfter more than two years bye to some long-time SER Board members, we are
of intense planning and excited to engage a new crop of SER leaders. I want
organization, the Society to express my sincere appreciation to the outgowelcomed nearly 1,000 ing SER Board members for your hard work, years
delegates from 60 countries to the SER2011 World of service, and most of all, your friendship. I will
Conference on Ecological Restoration held in Merida, look to you, as well as other former Board memMexico on August 21-25, 2011. This was the Society’s bers, for guidance in my new role as SER Chair.
first foray into Latin America, and we were met with
an overwhelming amount of support and enthusiasm. Finally, and of importance, I would also like to take this
We hope to capitalize on this momentum as we move opportunity to let you know that after two and a half
towards the year 2013 (the Society’s 25th year). In years of leadership Amanda Jorgenson is no longer the
1988, John Rieger, John Stanley, William “Bill” Jor- Society’s Executive Director. The Society thanks Amandan and Ann Sands founded the Society and opened da for her passion and dedication to global ecological
its first office at the University of Wisconsin- Madi- restoration, and we wish her well in future endeavors.
son Arboretum. Twenty-five years later, the Society During the transition to new leadership, Mary Travahas grown into an international organization. SER glini, current SER Treasurer, will serve as Interim Excurrently has chapters in the United States, Canada, ecutive Director. If you would like to discuss your ideas
Europe, Australia and Nepal, and achieves its objec- or have questions during this transition, please contact
tives through cooperation with partner organizations me at s-whisenant@tamu.edu or Mary at mary@ser.org.
and international bodies such as the IUCN, CBD and
Ramsar. As the Society approaches its 25th Anniver- Steve Whisenant
sary, we thought it was appropriate to return to the city Chair, SER Board of Directors
The Society is currently
in a transitional period
- shifting its focus from
one world conference to
the next and welcoming
new leaders to our fold.

Introducing your 2011-2013 SER Board of Directors
SER welcomes some fresh faces to our 2011-2013 Board
of Directors - Al Unwin, James Aronson, Cheryl Ulrich,
Clement Ebin, Carolyn Jane Browning, Jose Ignacio
Barrrera Cataño, Jim Hallet, Kris Decleer, Michael Leff,
Judy Haner, Dhananjay Regmi and Thorunn Petursdottir.
At the same time, we would like to thank the following outgoing members - Jim Harris, Don Eastman,
Keith Bowers, John Tobe, Matt Dunkle, Oliver Enuoh, Katalin Török, Mauricio Balensiefer, Malcolm
Wealleans and Vivienne Wilson - for their tireless
and dedicated service to the SER Board of Directors.
For a complete list of current Board members, including
photos and contact information, please visit www.ser.org.
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The 2011-2013 SER Board of Directors gather in Merida, Mexico
prior to the SER2011 World Conference on Ecological Restoration.
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Community-Based Restoration Projects
continued from page 3

Reserve (TRNERR), located in
southern California along the U.S.Mexico border, is one of 28 placebased programs within the U.S.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s (NOAA) National
Estuarine Research Reserve System established for the purposes
of long-term research, environmental monitoring, education and
stewardship. TRNERR preserves
one of the largest remaining examples of coastal wetland habitats
in southern California. With threequarters of its watershed situated
in Mexico, TRNERR is presented
with a unique opportunity to engage the public on both sides of the
border in community-based restoration activities. As urbanization
along the international border continue to proliferate and threaten the
health of the Tijuana River Estuary,
TRNERR’s efforts to build community advocates for the protection
and preservation of coastal habitats
and promote international cooperation become increasingly important.
A great example of TRNERR at
work is the broad range of conservation activities they conduct with
local volunteers in a sub-watershed
known as Cañón de Los Laureles
(Mexico)/Goat Canyon (USA).
Supported by funding through the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, these activities include
restoring degraded plant communities to productive habitat for endangered species, eliminating pollution
associated with illegal dumping and
intense sedimentation, and improving the living conditions in this border region. Since 2009, nearly 3,000

Nurseries Facilitate Learning at
Elementary Schools in California’s
Monterey Peninsula

Public planting weekends are festive, community events in Monterey Bay, CA.

individuals volunteering upwards
of 7,000 hours of service have 1)
restored and enhanced over ten
acres of degraded plant communities; 2) removed more than 12,000
pounds of trash that flow from illegal dumpsites into nesting habitat
for federally listed bird species; 3)
installed pervious paving blocks to
reduce the impacts of catastrophic
landslides and sedimentation; and
4) constructed a recreational park
and community center through
the reuse of more than 10,000
waste tires and other products collected from the local environment.
In addition to its cross-border work,
TRNERR has also partnered with
other U.S.-based organizations to
promote community-based restoration and share techniques and
lessons learned. In September,
TRNERR and the California Coastal Commission delivered “Digging
In,” a hands-on training workshop,
to over 30 participants representing
natural resource agencies and local
environmental advocacy groups. For
more information on TRNERR and
the National Estuarine Research Reserve System, visit www.trnerr.org.

The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) manages more public
land – over 245 million acres – than
any other federal agency in the
United States. In California’s Monterey Peninsula, the BLM has developed a program at the former Fort
Ord military base (known as Fort
Ord Public Lands Area of Critical
Environmental Concern) to restore
and conserve coastal habitat for 35
species of rare plants and animals,
while providing high quality, environmentally-sensitive recreational
opportunities. This program has provided a number of opportunities for
the BLM to partner with local communities and involve local schools.
The BLM maintains a cooperative
agreement with The Watershed Institute at California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and
its Return of the Natives Restoration Education Project (RON). In
exchange for native seed collected
by BLM volunteers throughout the
year and an undisclosed amount of
funding, RON sows and germinates
native seeds in its greenhouse and
also distributes seeds to at least ten
local elementary schools with onsite greenhouses. Students at these
schools have the opportunity to raise
native seedlings and learn about local ecology before completing the
restoration cycle by planting the
natives either alongside their peers
at student planting events or during
public planting weekends. In 2010,
SERNews 5

Community-Based Restoration Projects
continued from page 5

the Fort Ord restoration program’s 15th year, 1,300 volunteers planted 20,000 native seedlings during 14 student planting events and three public planting weekends.
For more information, visit BLM Fort Ord Public
Lands at http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/content/ca/en/fo/
hollister/fort_ord/index.html.

Restoring Land & Renewing Communities in
Minnesota
Great River Greening, based in the Twin Cities region of Minnesota, is a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to lead and inspire community-based restoration of natural areas, stream corridors and open
space. Since 1995, Greening has evolved from an urban tree planting project in St. Paul, Minnesota into
a regional-scale restoration effort that includes upland areas and wild and scenic rivers throughout the
state. It has engaged over 25,000 volunteers in projects on both public and private lands aimed at conserving critical habitat and improving water quality.
Mobilizing and educating citizens to restore woods, prairies and other natural resources in their communities,
Greening is building a community of individuals who
will be good stewards of these natural areas in the future.
One particularly interesting aspect of Greening’s work
is its Science Areas Teen Network (SATN), which
connects minority youth to the land through handson restoration activities and helps build their capacity
for leadership through the development of knowledge
and skills related to environmental science. Through
classroom discussions and experiential learning, teens
become aware of the challenges facing today’s natural landscape and the role of science in society. Oneon-one interactions with community mentors whose
backgrounds reflect their own and who have succeeded in scientific and professional careers motivate
teens to pursue higher education and develop leadership skills. The following quote by a SATN teen
participant sums up just how Greening is succeeding in restoring the land and renewing communities:

Two teenage girls connect with their peers and nature in MN.

more accessible than I thought. I enjoyed meeting new
people and being out in Minnesota’s prairies. I wish we
could have spent a longer time out there! The mentors
really showed how important communication was and
that when one person takes leadership with the environment, you can make a huge difference. When you get
a group of people together you can tackle anything!”
To find out more about Great River Greening’s efforts
to restore forests, prairies and waters in Minnesota, visit their website at http://www.greatrivergreening.org/.
Contributors: Chris Peregrin, Kristen Goodrich, and
Danielle Litke of Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve; Eric Morgan of Bureau of Land Management; Deborah Karasov of Great River Greening.

SER Leverages Social Media to Promote Restoration
SER is on Facebook and LinkedIn!
Click on the links below to receive daily updates on
SER events, connect with members, and learn about
restoration projects around the world!

“I had never really thought about a career in the environment until now. Helping out [the] environment is a lot
SERNews 6

Restoration Excellence: 2011 SER Award Recipients
SER presented four awards and
recognized George D. Gann as
Chair Emeritus at the SER2011
Gala Awards Dinner held at the historic Quinta Molina Montes in Merida, Mexico on August 23, 2011.
Marit Wilkerson of the University of
California, Davis received the William Niering Student Presentation
Award during the closing plenary
of the SER2011 World Conference
on August 24, 2011. It is with excitment that we announce our 2011
SER Award Recipients!

Theodore M. Sperry Award:
Dr. Steven N. Handel
The Society conferred this year’s Theodore M. Sperry award on Dr. Steven
Handel of Rutgers University and the
Center for Urban Restoration Ecology.
The Theodore M. Sperry award honors
individuals who have made significant
advancements to the science and/or
practice of ecological restoration.
Dr. Handel is a pioneer in the restoration of urban sites, particularly highly
degraded urban sites. He is best known
for his work at the Fresh Kills Landfill
on Staten Island and Brooklyn Bridge
Park in New York, Orange County
Great Park in California, and the landscapes surrounding the 2008 Olympic
Games sites in Beijing, China. In addition to his work on urban sites, Dr.
Handel has dedicated a significant portion of his career to advancing the Society, such as serving on the SER Board
of Directors for four years, and as Associate Editor of Restoration Ecology,
the Society’s professional journal. Currently Dr. Handel is Editor of Ecological Restoration, an affiliated journal
that extends the Society’s reach and
strengthens ties with practitioners, philosophers, academics, and scientists.

sin in 2013.

Communications Award:
Jesús Matos Mederos
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Dr. Steven Handel, Dr. Peter C. ‘Rocky’ Smiley,
and Kalemani Jo Mulongoy of the CBD

John Rieger Award:
Dr. Peter C. ‘Rocky’ Smiley Jr.
The Society presented this year’s John
Rieger Award to Dr. Peter C. ‘Rocky’
Smiley Jr. of the USDA Agricultural
Research Station in Columbus, Ohio.
The John Rieger Award recognizes
those who have dedicated their time
and skills to the advancement of ecological restoration and/or to the development of the Society.
The Midwest region is the birthplace of
SER and a major center for the development and growth of the ecological
restoration movement. Thus, it is vital
that SER has an active and vigorous
chapter in the Midwest to carry on the
traditions established there. While the
SER Midwest-Great Lakes Chapter is
currently one of the Society’s most active chapters, that was not the case less
than a decade ago. When Dr. Smiley arrived in Columbus in 2005, the former
SER Ohio Chapter was defunct and
had been dissolved. Thanks to Dr. Smiley’s leadership and dedication, in less
than three years, this former chapter
was not only revitalized but expanded
to include the entire Great Lakes region. SER looks forward to collaborating with this reinvigorated chapter as
we begin preparations to celebrate our
25th anniversary in Madison, Wiscon-

SER recognized Jesús Matos Mederos’ efforts to promote ecological restoration in Cuba and Latin America by
presenting him with this year’s Communications Award. The Communications Award acknowledges individuals
or groups that work to increase public
awareness and acceptance of ecological restoration. It recognizes the importance of all forms of communications
that advance the goals of the Society.
As the founder of RIACRE (Red
Iberoamericana y del Caribe de Restauración Ecológica), Sr. Matos Mederos has organized several international
meetings, including the 2007 and 2009
Simposios Internacionales sobre Restauración Ecológica in Santa Clara,
Cuba.
His
leadership in
publishing the
RIACRE Boletín has been
vital in communicating
the
benefits
and successes
of
ecologi- Mederos picture above
with his award.
cal restoration
throughout
Latin America. The RIACRE Boletín
is published quarterly and distributed
free to individuals and groups in Latin
America, the Caribbean, and worldwide.

Special Recognition Award:
Contracting Parties to the United
Nations Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD)
Kalemani Jo Mulongoy accepted the
2011 SER Special Recognition Award
on behalf of the Contracting Parties to
SERNews 7

Restoration Excellence: 2011 SER Award Recipients
the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. This award recognizes the CBD’s vital efforts to promote
both the preservation of biodiversity
and the necessity of using ecological
restoration to assist with that preservation. In particular, SER recognizes
the CBD’s 2011-2020 Strategic Plan,
which represents a significant advancement in the way in which restoration
is integrated into global biodiversity
policy. It provides a framework for national governments to combat biodiversity loss through, among other things,
ensuring that the benefits of ecosystem
services to all populations will be enhanced through an ecological restoration program, with an emphasis on
those areas that provide crucial ecosystem services to people. By agreeing to
Targets 14 and 15, Parties to the CBD
have agreed to develop corresponding
national and regional targets for restoration and to address these targets in
their efforts to implement the objectives of the convention. These efforts
are likely to lead to improved effectiveness and broader engagement in
restoration activities worldwide as the
global community embraces ecological
restoration as a fundamental approach
to combating biodiversity loss.

Chair Emeritus: George D. Gann
George D. Gann was honored with a
Chair Emeritus title in recognition of
his extraordinary service to the Society.
The only other time SER has paid tribute to a past leader was in 2005, when
we bestowed a President Emeritus title
on Andy Clewell.
Although it is impossible to convey
Gann’s level of commitment and contribution to the Society; Al Unwin,
SER Board Member, highlighted a few
of his accomplishments at the SER

Gala Awards Dinner on August 23rd.
Gann was involved in many of the Society’s defining moments during his
nearly 17 years of service on the SER
Board of Directors, including twice as
Chair. First, he played an instrumental
role in the formative stages of many
of the Society’s founding documents.
Additionally, he was the key instigator
and facilitator for the Society’s direct
involvement with the IUCN, CBD and
RAMSAR Convention on Wetlands.
Furthermore, during the Society’s last
transition to our current Executive
Director, Gann took over many of the
functions of ED. Aside from his volunteer work with SER, Gann was Executive Director of The Institute for
Regional Conservation (IRC) based in
Miami, Florida, a position he continues
to hold. SER is immensely grateful not
only for Gann’s contributions, but for
his leadership, encouragement and professionalism.

William Niering Student Presentation Award: Marit Wilkeson
Stuart Allison, SER Awards Committee
Chair, presented Marik Wilkerson of
the University of California, Davis with
this year’s William Niering Student
Presentation Award during the closing
plenary of the SER2011 World Conference on Ecological Restoration in
Merida, Mexico. The Society’s Student
Presentation Award is given to the student who makes the most outstanding
oral presentation during a SER World
Conference. Presentations are judged
by session chairs, and students are
evaluated based on the quality of their
presentation, the design of visual aids,
their delivery of the presentation, and
their ability to answer questions. Ms.
Wilkerson received perfect marks for
her oral presentation and glowing comments about the quality of her presen-

tation and research.
According to the
judges, Ms. Wilkerson’s abstract, titled
“Restoration
opportunities in California’s agricultural
landscape: Native Marit Wilkerson,
forb mix success at student winner
different densities,”
was excellent and provided an elegant
summary of her research. Congratulations Marit!

Environmental Research Institute
Stresses Need for Sound Science
A recent article published by the
University of Waikato announced that
long-time SER member Professor
Bruce Clarkson has been appointed to
serve as the Director of the Environmental Research Institute (ERI). The
institute was launched at the University of Waikato on August 26, 2011
where it announced its plans to undertake multi-disciplinary environmental
research across a range of ecosystems
to inform policy and practices that
will support effective environmental
outcomes. “The Institute represents
an important strategic investment for
the University with major expected
benefits for New Zealand’s long term
future,” said Clarkson at its launch.
The ERI’s collaborative, systemslevel approach to environmental research brings together biophysical engineers and scientists, and researchers
from environmental education, law,
planning, resource economics, history, geography and matauranga
Māori to enable research outputs
to be translated into effective policies, processes, practices and tools.
Click here to read the full article or
visit the ERI website to learn more.
SERNews 8

New Books & Articles
the popular perception that Native
Americans inflicted barely perceptible disturbances upon a New
World Eden while also recording correlations between changes
in society and degrees of human
environmental impact. To learn
more and to purchase your own
copy, visit http://ukcatalogue.oup.
com/product/9780197264768.do.

Human Dimensions of Ecological
Restoration

Edited by Dave Egan, Evan E. Hjerpe
& Jesse Abrams

The Lost Woodlands of Ancient
Nasca: A case-study in ecological and cultural collapse
David Beresford-Jones

The Lost Woodlands of Ancient
Nasca explores the mysterious
disappearance of the ancient Nasca civilization, while showing the
relevance of archeological studies to understanding modern ecological problems. Beresford-Jones
presents an archaeological case of
prehistoric human environmental impact: a study of ecological
and cultural change from the arid
south coast of Peru, beginning
around 750 BC, culminating in a
collapse during the Middle Horizon, around AD 900. While the
archaeological, geomorphological
and archaeobotanical records presented here do indeed include new
evidence of huge ancient flood
events, they also demonstrate the
significance of a more gradual, human-induced destruction of Prosopis pallida (huarango) riparian dryforest. This case-study contradicts

Human Dimensions of Ecological Restoration, a recent publication in the SER/Island Press book
series, takes an interdisciplinary
look at the myriad human aspects
of ecological restoration. The
book provides practical and theoretical information, analysis, models and guidelines for optimizing
human involvement in restoration
projects over 26 chapters written
by experts from around the world.
Examining six categories of social
activities, the book delves into the
often-neglected aspects of ecological restoration that ultimately
make the difference between projects that are successfully executed
and maintained with the support
of informed and engaged citizens,
and those unable to advance past
the conceptual stage due to misunderstanding or apathy. Human
Dimensions of Ecological Restoration provides perspectives
from within a unique social, political, and cultural setting. The
lessons contained within this
book will be a valuable resource
for all who care about restoring

SER Releases Code of Ethics
The Society for Ecological Restoration is excited to release a
Code of Ethics to guide the conduct and work of SER members,
boards and staff. SER’s Code
of Ethics includes mandates to
hold each other accountable to
advance the science and practice of ecological restoration,
develop and use knowledge pertaining to restoration, serve as
an ambassador of SER, promote
fairness and equality, and maintain high standards of conduct
in our activities.
Download a copy of the SER
Code of Ethics online at https://
www.ser.org/pdf/SER_Code_
of_Ethics.pdf to download the
SER Code of Ethics.
their local lands and water, from
veterans to students. Visit http://
islandpress.org/bookstore/detailsyy52.html for more information
or to purchse the book. SER
members receive a 25% discount!

Principles and practice of forest landscape restoration: Case
studies from the drylands of Latin America
Edited by A.C. Newton & N. Tejedor

This book, by the International
Union for Conservation Nature
(IUCN), presents the results of
an international research project
designed explicitly to examine
the application of the forest landscape restoration (FLR) approach
SERNews 9

New Books & Articles
to dryland forest ecosystems in
Latin America. Research focused
on seven dryland areas where native forests have been subjected
to intense human pressures in recent decades, resulting in severe
deforestation and degradation.
Each of these areas is characterized by high biodiversity of international conservation importance,
with many endemic, threatened
species. Principles and practice
of forest landscape restoration is
an excellent compendium of case
studies and analyses which will
give those who wish to move forest landscape restoration forward
a head-start, no matter country
they operate in. Download the
publication for free at http://iucn.
org/knowledge/publications_doc/
publications/?7698/Principlesand-practice-of-forest-landscaperestoration--case-studies-fromthe-drylands-of-Latin-America.

Introduction to Restoration
Ecology

Evelyn A. Howell, John A. Harrington
& Stephen B. Glass

In this latest publication of our
SER/ Island Press book series,
Howell,
Harrington
&
Glass
provide a
real-life introduction
to the field
of restoration ecology. Meant
to be a textbook
for
upper-division undergraduates and
first year graduate students, Intro-

duction to Restoration Ecology,
focuses on providing a framework
that can be used to guide restoration decisions anywhere in the
world, both now and in the future.
Presented within a unique framework, the book provides students
with the opportunity to gain proficiency in technical, social, cultural
and political arenas. Based on restoration processes that have been
tested and revised by the authors in
their restoration ecology courses at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison over the past 30 years, this
textbook can help students develop
the skills they will need to succeed
in the field of restoration ecology.
Visit http://islandpress.org/bookstore/detailsyy49.html
to purchase a copy of the book. All SER
members receive a 25% discount!

Agroforestry as a Tool for Landscape Restoration
Edited by Florencia Montagini,
Wendy Francesconi & Estaban Rossi

A compilation of articles from the
technical session “Agroforestry
as a Tool for Landscape Restoration,” held in August 2009 at the
2nd World Agroforestry Congress,
this book provides an overview of
recent efforts to apply agroforestry
technologies to landscape restoration in degraded lands located in
tropical and temperate regions
worldwide. Agroforestry as a Tool
for Landscape Restoration focuses
on a variety of key elements such
as describing agroforestry systems
aimed at the provision of environmental services such as biodiversity conservation and protection of
watersheds and the importance of
working with local people while

providing education and extension
services to local communities.
This collection of articles intends
to call the attention of practitioners, academics and policy makers to key issues and approaches
in agroforestry that can be used
to address the complex environmental and productivity problems
of degraded agricultural lands
throughout the world. Visit https://
www.novapublishers.com/catalog/product_info.php?products_
id=16423 for more information.

Opportunities and Challenges
for Ecological Restoration
within REDD+

Sasha Alexander, Cara R. Nelson, James
Aronson, David Lamb, An Cliquet, Kevin
L. Erwin, C. Max Finlayson, Rudolf S. de
Groot, Jim A. Harris, Eric S. Higgs, Richard J. Hobbs, Roy R. Robin Lewis III, Dennis Martinez and Carolina Murcia

“Opportunities and Challenges
for Ecological Restoration within
REDD+”, an opinion article published in Restoration Ecology
Journal, outlines opportunities
for and challenges to using science-based restoration projects
and programs to meet REDD+
goals of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and storing carbon in
forest ecosystems. The article is
meant to stimulate conversation
around the idea that forest restoration could play an increasingly important role now that the
REDD+ mechanism has expanded beyond a sole focus on activities that affect carbon budgets to
also include those that enhance
ecosystem services and deliver
other co-benefits to biodiversity
and communities. Click here to
read the full article.
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SER Chapter News
SER Nepal’s Campaign to Plant
One Million Trees
SER Nepal has mobilized their first
official campaign as a SER Chapter!
Million Tree’s Plantation campaign
in Kathmandu, Nepal, aims to promote greenery by planting one million trees over a ten year period in
the Kathmandu Valley. To support
this campaign, SER Nepal has engaged private and civil sector organizations, such as Plant and Care
Ltd., while simultaneously organizing campaigns to raise awareness of
the role of tree planting in mitigating climate change. In addition, the
chapter will provide nursery training, nursery establishment and site
selection for plantations and a five
year conservation package for trees
planted. The chapter has already
created a supporting tree nursery

Two young boys plant a tree at the One Million Tree’s Plantation launch in Nepal

containing 25,000 seedlings and
saplings in Chalnakhel, Kathmandu.
In addition, SER Nepal has partnered with the One Account, One
Tree campaign, where one tree is
planted for every “Green Savings
Account” opened through the Laxmi Bank in Nepal. Having opened

their own “Green Savings Account”
with the bank, SER Nepal has
pledged to plant 1,000 trees at Kirtipur, Sundarighat. Visit http://www.
nepalitimes.com/issue/2010/08/20/
LifeTimes/17382 for more information on One Account, One Tree.
To learn more about SER Nepal and their ongoing projects,
visit the chapter website at http://
www.sernepal.org.np/index.php.

SER Mid-Atlantic partners with
SER New England for 2012 con- It’s Official, SER Great Basin
ference
Achieves Active Chapter Status!
It’s official: The two Northeast
North America Chapters will collaborate on SER-Mid-Atlantic (MA)’s
7th annual conference, under the
provocative (and deliberately openended) theme of “Restoration on
the Edge.” The event will be held at
Brooklyn College in New York, on
Friday, March 23rd, with field trips
the next day. Conference planners
are now busily lining up speakers,
issuing a Call for Papers and Posters, and generally moving ahead
with the intensive but fun process.

The SER Board of Directors formally accepted the application for a
SER Great Basin Chapter (SERGB)
at the recent Board Meeting held
during the SER2011 World Conference in Merida, Mexico this
summer. The Board pro-tem for
the SERGB Chapter and potential members are now beginning
to implement th chapter‘s organization plan and conduct outreach
for members, including anyone involved in any phase of ecological
restoration or interested in learning
more about ecological restoration
Speaking of field trips, the SER- in the Great Basin. The official
MA team is offering two opportu- Board of Directors and Commitnities this fall: First, on Monday, tees will be formed in the next few
October 24th, there’s a fascinating months. The Board pro-tem wants
tour of Poplar Island, an unusual to thank members of the SER Board
restoration project in the Chesa- and members of Chapters surroundpeake Bay. Then it’s a tour of ing the Great Basin for their assistthree diverse sites in Brooklyn ing us with the application process.
and Queens, NYC, most likely on Be on the lookout for our chapter
Saturday, October 29th, or the fol- website which will be launched
lowing Saturday, November 5th. through the SER website soon.
For more information on the field In the meantime, please contact
trips or any other Chapter activi- Nancy Shaw at nshaw@fs.fed.
ties, visit www.ser.org/midatl or us for more information on getemail sermidatlantic@gmail.com. ting involved with the chapter.
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SER Chapter News
SER Europe Announces
Details on ECER2012

located 150 km south of Prague
and 180 km north-west of Vienna. Conference participants can
The
8th
European
Confer- add these cities to their itinerarence on Ecological Restora- ies. There is easy public transport
tion (ECER2012) will be held in to Prague from the conference site!
Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic from September 9 – 14, 2012! The chapter is working diligently
The conference theme is Near-Nat- with the Working Group for Restoration Ecology, Faculty of Science
USB in Ceske Budejovice to plan
what promises to be an exciting and
successful event. The chairs responsible for the 8th European conference are Karel Prach (prach@
prf.jcu.cz) and Klara Rehounkova
(ms_cora@hotmail.com).
Members of the Scientific Committee
include James Aronson, Kris Decleer, Rudy van Diggelen, Jim HarCeske Budejovice, site of the
ris, Richard Hobbs, Norbert HölECER2012 conference.
zel, Kathrin Kiehl, Pavel Kovář,
ural Restoration and includes topics Bernhard Krautzer, Rob Marrs,
such as the use of spontaneous suc- Roger del Moral, Karel Prach
cession, regional seed mixtures, lo- (Chair), Sabine Tischew, Katalin
cal genotypes, respecting local geo- Török, and Lawrence R. Walker.

dent category for students to share
their research topics, methods and
results. A Chapter Board Committee was established to manage
the work of reviewing the articles,
enlisting the appropriate expertise.
Check out the first article of Restoration Highlights which details
the Elwha Dam removal and restoration project online. SERNW is
seeking submissions for Restoration Highlights, visit the SERNW
website for more information.

SER Europe welcomes suggestions on special sessions, workshops, and other themes. To make
a suggestion, please email k.kiehl@
hs-osnabrueck.de. In the meantime, be sure to check the conference website for updates and news.
We look forward to seeing you
next year in the heart of Europe!

In addition to pulications and social media, the chapter continues to
plan for Beyond Borders 2012, the
SERNW, SER-BC, and the Washington British Columbia Chapter
of the American Fisheries Society
Conference to be held in Victoria BC
Canada. A Call for Symposia has
been issued and will close on January 20, 2012. For more information,
contact jjensen@anchorQEA.com.

diversity, and more. Conference
attendees will have the opportunity
participate in the following postconference field trips: 1) A four day
trip to view restoration projects in
several coal mining districts in the
Czech Republic and Germany; 2) A
four day field trip to Slovakia and
Hungary to see restoration of grassland ecosystems; 3) A three day
field trip to check out restoration of
limestone quarries and grasslands in
the eastern part of the Czech Republic; 4) A three day trip to see lowland and alpine grassland restoration in Austria and; 5) A three day
field trip to see natural and historic
monuments of the Czech Republic.

SER Northwest Launches
Restoration Highlights

The SER Northwest Chapter
(SERNW) launched Restoration
Highlights in August, a new initiative on the chapter’s website that allows members to share short articles
In addition to conference ses- and case studies on their restoration
sions, workshops and onsite field related work and research. Restotrips, participants will be able to ration Highlights will include three
enjoy the beautiful, historic town categories of submissions: a longer
of Ceske Budejovice. The city is article, a short case study, and a stu-

Cascadia Restoration and Management, the chapter’s e-newsletter, has
also been resurrected to facilitate
better communications with Chapter
members. SERNW has also established Facebook and Wikipedia pages. All of these initiatives evolved
out of a strategic initiative that was
started by Ali Wick, the outgoing SERNW President, and is now
maintained by the SERNW Strategic Communications Committee.

SERNW also continues to partner
with SER Student Guilds in the
region. The SER University of
Montana guild and the University
of Washington guild are still active
forces in the region. A representative from the University of Washington Student Guild participated
in the annual SERNW campout
meeting this summer to discuss ways
SERNW could assist the guild as it
plans to sponsor a speakers forum
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SER2011 and gave a poster presentation that synthesized the activities
of the Chapter in the past three years
and used this information to develop recommendations for promoting ecological restoration. A pdf of
the presentation can be downloaded
from the chapter webpage’s (http://
www.ser.org/mwgl/events.asp).

geared towards students. Be on the
lookout for a third guild in the region
as Portland State University will soon
be an official SER Student Guild.
SERNW is also proud to report that
outgoing guild members at the University of Washington presented their
research, partly funded with scholarships from SERNW, at the SER2011
conference at Merida, Mexico. The
research summaries will be available
on the next Restoration Highlights!
Finally, join the chapter in welcoming
five new Board Members. The chapter welcomed Hem Nalini Morazaria,
Keith Nevison, Alaine Sommargren,
Josh Jensen, and Betsy Bermingham to the Chapter Board this summer. Visit the chapter’s website to
stay up to date on the latest chapter
activities and initiatives for 2012.

SER Ontario Meets at
York University
The SER Ontario Chapter is holding
its 2011 Annual Meeting on Saturday,
October 29 from 9am-5pm at York
University in Room 141 of the Health
Nursing and Environmental Studies
Building (click here for driving directions). The meeting will focus on the
restoration of forests in Ontario. Restoration ecologists will gather to evaluate the dynamics of forest change in
Ontario, understand the extent, severity and duration of the change, and
propose actions to mitigate the inevitable based on principles of ecological restoration. The meeting registration cost, which includes lunch, is $30
for non-members and $20 for Ontario
Chapter members. Contact Heather
Whitehouse at membership@serontario.org to register for the meeting.
The 6th edition Native Plant Resource
Guide that SER Ontario released earlier this summer is now available for
purchase, though SER Ontario mem-

bers receive a copy for free. The
guide, which we highlighted in the
last issue of SERNews, contains an
updated listing of native plant growers
including information about the types
of plants available for purchase, and
grower contact information. Along
with grower listings are valuable articles on how to select appropriate
native species for any given project.
Contributions to the guide include
details on projects from across Ontario, and articles from experienced
practitioners and growers on a range
of topics. SER Ontario Chapter members can receive a complimentary
copy of the guide for non-members,
pricing starts at $7.50. Visit the SER
Ontario website for more information
or to purchase this amazing resource.

SER Midwest-Great Lakes’
Summer Activities & Events
SER Midwest-Great Lakes (MWGL)
and its chapter members contributed
to the SER2011 World Conference
on Ecological Restoration in Merida,
Mexico in several ways this summer.
The chapter board voted to donate
$200 to SER’s Travel Grant program
to support the travel of SER student chapter member Hannah Kalk
to the SER2011 World Conference.
Additionally, SER MWGL Chapter Officers Rocky Smiley, Jennifer Lyndall, and Hua Chen attended

The chapter will be very involved
with the planning of the SER2013
World Conference on Ecological
Restoration. The Midwest-Great
Lakes Board of Directors officially
voted to form a chapter committee
that will support both the SER2013
local organizing committee and SER
with preparations for the SER2013
World Conference. The chapter is
excited to assist with this meeting
because it’s a great opportunity for
chapter members to attend a SER
World Conference because SER2013
will be held in Madison, Wisconsin
(the original birthplace of SER)! If
you are interested in serving on either the SER2013 local organizing
committee or the chapter committee please contact Steven Thomforde (stevethomforde@gmail.com).
In addition to supporting the SER
World Conferences, Midwest-Great
Lakes is busy planning for their
2012 Annual Chapter Meeting. The
4th Annual Chapter Meeting will be
held in Ann Arbor, Michigan from
May 4-6, 2012. The meeting will be
hosted by the University of Michigan’s School of Natural Resources
& Environment and Matthaei Botanical Gardens & Nichols Arboretum. More details will follow so be
sure to follow us on Facebook and
check out our website. We hope to
see you at our next Chapter meeting!

SERNews 13

SER Travel Grants Program
Thanks to the generish Columbia, Canada),
osity of our members
2005 (Zaragoza, Spain),
and SER2011 conferand 2009 (Perth, Austraence delegates, the Solia) conferences. Followciety presented travel
ing SER2011, Ali hopes
grants to 63 individuals
to introduce a new postfrom 15 countries. The
graduate course on ecoTravel Grants Program
logical restoration to his
is designed to afford stuuniversity. He also plans
dents, indigenous people
to organize a restoration
and community leaders
team comprised of stuwith limited financial redents that will encoursources the opportunity
age local communities
to participate in World
and government authoriConferences. It is also L-R: Travel grant awardees Anahi Ocampo Melgar (Bolivia), ties to launch ecologiintended to broaden the Tomas Hinestroza (Colombia), Felipe Villegas-Velez (Colombia) cal restoration projects
and Zulfiqar Ali (Pakistan)
geographic and cultural
in developing countries.
representation of conference delegates by enabling par- Udi Columbus and Dr. Zulfiqar Anahi Ocampo Melgar’s first inticipation from developing coun- Ali participated in the SER2011 troduction to ecological restoratries. Given that SER2011 was World Conference as the sole tion occurred at SER Europe’s
the Society’s first World Con- representatives of their respec- 2010 conference in Avignon,
ference held in Latin America, tive countries. SER2011 was France. While not a restoration
the majority of our travel grant the first World Conference for scientist, Ocampo Melgar is currecipients hailed from Central Columbus, who made the trek rently collaborating with a multiand South America. However, a from Israel to Mexico to share disciplinary team led by restoranumber of our recipients traveled his research on the restoration tion ecologists and is intrigued by
from as far away as Australia of stabilized dune systems in the the possibility of working in the
and India and two of our recipi- Negev, a desert and semidesert field from the perspective of arid
ents were the sole representatives that covers more than half of Is- lands resource science. SER2011
of their respective countries. rael’s total land area. As a Ph.D provided Ocampo Melgar with
candidate, Columbus benefitted the opportunity to meet people
We asked a few of our travel from the conference by enhanc- from throughout Latin America
grant recipients to share with ing his knowledge of restoration who are working in the field of
us their thoughts on restora- ecology and discovering places ecological restoration. She looks
tion and experiences in Merida. and laboratories where he may forward to future collaborations
Read on to learn more about consider conducting his postdoc- with individuals and groups afUdi Columbus (Israel), Dr. Zul- toral research. On the other hand, ter graduating from the Univerfiqar Ali (Pakistan), and Ana- Ali is a seasoned conference del- sity of Arizona in Tucson and
hi Ocampo Melgar (Bolivia). egate, having participated in the returning to her native Bolivia.
Society’s 2004 (Victoria, Brit-

Support the Society for Ecological Restoration
The Society for Ecological Restoration depends upon your generosity. For information on
how to make gifts or donations, please contact 202-299-9518 or email christine@ser.org..
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