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In 2011, members of the SER Science
and Policy Committee and invited coauthors published an article entitled
“The Opportunities and Challenges for
Ecological Restoration within REDD+”

to highlight the important ways in which
ecological restoration can meet a variety
of REDD+ objectives. The article also acknowledged the valid concerns and challenges that could inhibit the successful
implementation of restoration projects in
developing countries under the REDD+
mechanism. In this issue of SERNews, we
look at several forest restoration projects focused on mitigating climate change and providing other benefits to people and nature.
Introduced as a way for developing countries
to curb deforestation and carbon emissions,
REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) was first
proposed at the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
conference in Bali in 2007. The theory behind REDD was to create a financial mechanism which would provide incentives to the
developing countries that sustainably manage their forests and reduce CO2 emissions.
Over the past several years, the concept has
garnered support from numerous multilateral
institutions, national governments, and international NGOs. At the same time, it has also
become extremely controversial with critics
arguing that the REDD mechanism deflects
attention from commitments to reduce emissions on the part of the developed countries.
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Others fear that the rights of indigenous and
local communities will be ignored and that
REDD activities would be detrimental to
their livelihoods. Some oppose the idea because, without a global agreement to reduce
overall emissions, they feel that REDD merely offsets emissions and achieves little in the
way of actually addressing climate change.
Despite these criticisms, REDD has become
a reality and many continue to view REDD
as a potential mechanism to reduce emissions and deliver other benefits to society

The Birth of REDD+
The opportunity for developing countries
to receive REDD funding for forest restoration came about with the inception of what
is now known as REDD+, an expanded version of the original REDD mechanism that
goes beyond curbing deforestation and deg-
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radation to also incentivizing conservation
and development efforts. While ecological
restoration is not explicitly mentioned, the
inclusion of sustainable forest management
and carbon stock enhancement sets the
foundation for the inclusion of forest restoration activities, which could assume a significant role within the REDD+ mechanism.
While conservation and avoiding deforestation are typically a more time- and costeffective than restoration activities, there are
many instances in which conservation alone
is inadequate to meet multiple REDD+ objectives. In these cases, ecosystem restoration projects and programs can be effective in
providing multiple benefits that contribute to
the well-being of forest-dependent communities. Not only do forest restoration projects
address the primary REDD+ objectives of reducing emissions and increasing carbon sequestration, they have the potential to provide
multiple co-benefits to people, ecosystems
and biodiversity. These co-benefits include:
•

Conserving biodiversity and fostering
species recovery;

•

Enhancing resilience and the adaptive capacity of ecosystems and communities;

•

Improving the delivery of critical ecosystem services for human health and
sustainable livelihoods;

•

Slowing and reversing desertification
and land and water-quality degradation.

Opportunities for Restoration
within REDD+
Several projects and programs specifically
aimed at mitigating climate change and reducing carbon emissions are already proving that forest restoration can be an effective
tool in achieving multiple REDD+ goals.
WWF-Armenia, for example, initiated a
project in 2008 to restore forest landscapes
in the Southern Caucasus following decades
of negative human impacts and stress from
climate change. The project had two main
objectives: 1) to restore forest ecosystems on
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Areas designated for planting in the Lori Region are fenced
off in an effort to enhance carbon sinks.

more than 630 hectares in the Lori Region
in order to increase carbon storage and enhance resilience against climate change; and
2) to put targeted ecosystems under sustainable management regimes and improve the
capacity of local communities to implement
effective forest restoration and management.
Over the course of two years, the WWF-Armenia project achieved both of these objectives and engaged local communities through
trainings and seminars which resulted in the
development of a strong community forest
management system. Additionally, the project created employment opportunities and
improved socio-economic conditions in the
region by relying on local human resources to implement various components of the
project. The project serves as a key example
of how restoration can help mitigate climate
change by increasing carbon sinks and ecosystem resilience, while also providing important benefits to local communities. (Additional project information:http://wwf.panda.
org/who_we_are/wwf_offices/armenia/our_
work/projects/completed2/climate_forests/)
Another forest restoration project garnering
attention for both its community and biodiversity benefits is the Monte Pascoal-Pau
Brasil Ecological Corridor. This large-scale
project is a joint effort between The Nature
Conservancy, Instituto Bio Atlântica, Con(continued on page 4)
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View from the Chair
A Note from new SER Chair, Steve Whisenant
Dear SER Members,
I am writing to you from
Bor, South Sudan, where
I have relocated for two
years to help carry out an
agricultural improvement
project funded by USAID. I continue to work
for Texas A&M University
through the Norman Borlaug Institute for International Agriculture. During
my time here, I will be working at the John Garang
Memorial University of Science and Technology
to strengthen local capacity to manage natural resources and provide training in agriculture.
I am excited to continue serving as SER Chair.
With 2012 in full swing, the SER staff has many
projects on their calendar—some of the highlights
include a redesigned website, a revised SER Primer on Ecological Restoration, conferences, and an
online member database and directory. All of these
projects will serve our global membership and provide more accessible restoration resources.

son, Wisconsin - the birthplace of SER. It marks
a nostalgic time for the Society. Since SER’s inception, ecological restoration has gone from being
a marginal and poorly understood discipline lacking theoretical and methodological coherence, to a
widely recognized strategy for safeguarding biodiversity, re-instating ecosystem services, sustaining
human livelihoods and reconnecting fragmented
landscapes. As SER gets ready to celebrate its
achievements over the last two and a half decades,
I urge you to consider volunteering for the 25th Anniversary Committee (see page 8 for details) and be
sure to join us for the SER2013 World Conference
from October 6-11, 2013. More details on the conference are available online at www.ser2013.org.
Watch for upcoming developments within SER as
we seek to transition to new leadership. Former
Board treasurer Mary Travaglini has been at the
helm of SER as Interim Executive Director during
this transition, and we look forward to her return
to the role of treasurer soon. Enjoy this edition of
SERNews!
Sincerely,

The Society is also gearing up for its 25th Anniversary, which will be celebrated next year in conjunc- Steve Whisenant
tion with the SER2013 World Conference in Madi- SER Chair

SER Welcomes IPRN Intern
SER welcomed Megan Knipp as the
new Indigenous Peoples’ Restoration
Network Intern in February. Megan
graduated from St. Mary’s College of
Maryland last spring with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Political Psychology with an Environmental Studies
focus. Megan is excited to begin her
work with SER. She is updating the Indigenous Peoples’
Restoration Network website, to be launched by summer

2012. The re-designed website will benefit from her strong
research skills, understanding of ecological restoration issues and fresh perspective. The current website serves as an
online resource for those interested in learning more about
Traditional Ecological Knowledge and indigenous peoples
worldwide. The updated site will include new information
about current TEK issues, relevant leading organizations,
and archived materials from past IPRN conferences. Keeping in line with the goals of IPRN, it is essential that SER
provides an informed educational resource for public use.
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Forest Restoration within REDD+
Continued from page 2
servation International, the Associação Comunitária Beneficente de Nova
Caraíva, and Cooplantar, which aims
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
by restoring Brazil’s endangered Atlantic Forest. Over a 30-year life span,
the project will restore 2,400 acres and
sequester an estimated 360,000 tons
of carbon dioxide. The project also
provides an innovative model for partnering with landowners in the Atlantic
Forest, who are required by Brazilian
law to keep a portion of their properties covered in native forests. In addition, the project employs locals for tree
planting, seed collection and monitoring carbon reductions. Through these
reforestation activities, local communities are being educated in land management techniques that will help protect
their lands and natural resources into
the future. As a result of its broad vision and ambitious scope, the Monte
Pascoal-Pau Brasil Ecological Corridor restoration project is one of only
a few projects so far to receive validation under the Climate, Community
and Biodiversity Standards (CCBA),
a rigorous set of standards used to
evaluate REDD and REDD+ projects.

Challenges for Restoration
under REDD+
While these projects and many others
provide great examples of how forest
restoration can successfully mitigate
the impacts of climate change, there
are still many challenges that need to
be addressed. One major challenge is
ensuring that payments via REDD+
do not go to projects that only benefit
a narrow range of stakeholders such
as industrial tree plantations. Despite
the fact that native reforestation approaches go much farther in reaching
REDD+ goals than the establishment

To avoid corruption and violation of
rights, REDD+ funders must require
nations to grant, enforce and protect
the land rights of forest-dependent
populations. (See http://www.boston.
com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/
oped/articles/2011/01/10/slow_death_
by_carbon_credits/ for in-depth article on indigenous community rights).
Photo: © Adriano Gambarini

TNC’s reforestation efforts in the Atlantic Forest is one
of few officially certified for fighting climate change.

Conclusion

of monocultures or industrial plantations, private landowners and local
communities are only likely to pursue restoration when it is financially
attractive. Thus, it is imperative to
recognize and value the full range of
benefits from ecological restoration.

New opportunities are emerging for the
developing countries to receive funding under REDD+ for much-needed
forest restoration. Existing projects and
programs already illustrate the benefits
of restoration within the context of
REDD+, and forest restoration is likely
to play an increasingly important role
in the future of REDD+. Because many
countries lack the practical tools and
guidance necessary to implement sound
ecological restoration, restoration scientists and practitioners must continue
to engage with REDD+ donors and
recipients to address the inherent challenges and help ensure that ecological
restoration projects are appropriately
designed and effectively implemented under the REDD+ mechanism.

Other challenges relate to the participation of the informal forestry sectors and/or individuals earning wages
as part of an informal economy that
does not operate under government
regulation. The involvement of these
informal, community-based sectors in
REDD+ activities is crucial as it has
the potential to provide labor for restoration and contribute to sustainable
management of forests that are vital to
the well-being of indigenous and local
communities. Safeguarding the rights
and land tenure of local and indigenous
communities is another significant
challenge to any REDD+ funded project. The increased market value of local and indigenous forest lands caused
by REDD+ has already resulted in illegal land grabs, appropriation of natural resources, reversals in land reform
initiatives and corrupt governance. It
is not only the livelihoods of forest-dependent communities but evidence also
suggests that community-managed forests may be subject to less degradation
than other forest management schemes.

Alexander, S., Nelson, C. R., Aronson, J.,
Lamb, D., Cliquet, A., Erwin, K. L., Finlayson, C. M., de Groot, R. S., Harris, J.
A., Higgs, E. S., Hobbs, R. J., Robin
Lewis, R. R., Martinez, D. and Murcia, C.
(2011), Opportunities and Challenges for
Ecological Restoration within REDD+.
Restoration Ecology, 19: 683–689.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/
j.1526-100X.2011.00822.x/abstract
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Members-in-the-News
Modern-Day Johnny Appleseed
featured in New York Times
SER Member Ed Toth was depicted as
the modern-day Johnny Appleseed in a
recent article by The New York Times.
The article features Toth for his work
as the Director of the Greenbelt Native
Plant Center (GNPC), a facility of the
New York City Department of Parks
& Recreation. Located on what was
previously a landfill in Staten Island,
GNPC is now a 13-acre greenhouse,
nursery and seed bank complex. The
plant center provides seeds from local plant populations and thousands
of native plants, trees and shrubs for
use in restoration projects across the
city’s 1,700 parks. GNPC’s role in restoring and managing the city’s valuable natural areas is significant because there are virtually no commercial
suppliers of locally sourced seeds.
Click here for the full article in The
New York Times and learn more about
GNPC and fellow member Ed Toth.

Residents of City Devastated by
Wildfires Ready to Plant Seeds
SER Member Ryan Fleming was recently featured in The Statesman, a local Texas newspaper, for her efforts in
the wake of a devastating wildfire that
destroyed over 34,000 acres of land
in Bastrop, Texas last year. Fleming
orchestrated a project with the Williamson Country chapter of the Native Plant Society to create 150,000
marble-size balls of clay, compost and
plant seeds. The seeds are from more
than 50 varieties of plants found in the
Bastrop area and will be made available to the residents whose land was
damaged by the fires. Each ball, which
contains about ten seeds, was put together by local youth groups who also
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The New York Times featured member Ed Toth for his work with the Greenbelt Native Plant Center which
provides native seeds to projects across New York City.

learned about the benefits of re-vegetating with native plants. Says Fleming of the project, “I wanted to let the
residents of Bastrop know we were
thinking about them.” Click here to
read the full article in The Statesman.

Study Reveals Quality of
Restored Wetlands
SER Members David Moreno-Mateos
and Francisco Comin are co-authors
of a new analysis of restoration projects that shows that restored wetlands
rarely reach the quality of a natural wetland. “Once you degrade a wetland, it
doesn’t recover its normal assemblage
of plants or its rich stores of organic
soil carbon, which both affect natural
cycles of water and nutrients, for many
years,” explains Moreno-Mateos in a
recent interview with UC Berkeley’s
News Center. “Even after 100 years,
the restored wetland is still different
from what was there before, and it
may never recover.” While many studies show that certain wetlands recover
slowly, this study is proof that this may
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A damaged mangrove forest damaged jalva in Tabasco, Mexico may take centuries to recover.

be occurring in most restored wetlands.
According to the analysis, restored wetlands contain about 23% less carbon
than original wetlands after 50 to 100
years of restoration. In the context of
the world’s accelerating struggle with
climate change, the study effectively
questions a common mitigation strategy exploited by land developers: create
a new wetland to replace a wetland that
will be destroyed and put to other uses.
Moreno-Mateos hopes the findings will
lead to increased preservation of wetlands. Click here to read the full article by the UC Berkeley News Center.
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Members-in-the-News
Ground-Breaking Conference
Takes Place in North Korea
A recent article in Science Magazine
provided in depth coverage on the first
international conference to take place
in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) since Kim Jong
Un took power in December. Sponsored by the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, the
groundbreaking conference was held
in March in Pyongyang, the capital of
DPRK. Fourteen experts from eight
countries, including SER Members
Keith Bowers and Margaret Palmer,
joined eighty-five North Korean scientists to assess the country’s environment and share strategies on restoration and improving food security. The
country, which is a closed off society
ruled under a repressive regime, has
become more open to discussing its
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DPRK officials presented at the landmark conference

environmental issues after decades
of deforestation and land degradation
have led to food insecurity. “North Koreans recognize that their livelihoods
and food security depend on a restored
and healthy ecosystem,” states Bowers.
North Korea’s environmental crisis began during the Korean War when forest
fires destroyed vast amounts of terrain.
In the 1990s, after the country made
attempts to restore damaged lands by

planting trees, widespread famine led
people to harvest recovering forests for
food and fuel. While the livelihoods of
millions of people depend on DPRK’s
ability to restore its degrade ecosystems,
growing political tensions may make it
extremely difficult for North Korea to
secure the necessary outside help to
do so. Regardless, participants from
the conference are already moving forward on proposals for restoration projects within DPRK. Click here to read
the full article in Science Magazine.
For even further reading, check out
Margaret Palmer’s interview in the New
York Times http://green.blogs.nytimes.
com/2012/03/30/q-and-a-north-koreas-choked-environment/ or stay up to
date through Keith Bowers’ blog http://
blog.biohabitats.com/2012/03/landscape-restoration-in-north-korea.html.

Board Member Highlight:

SER Chair Administers Agricultural Improvement Project in South Sudan
A recent Texas A&M article announced that Steve Whisenant, Chair
of the SER Board of Directors, recently began a new chapter of his life
in South Sudan. Whisenant, who has
served as head of the ecosystem science and management department at
Texas A&M University for the past
nine years, will travel to South Sudan
carry out a USAID-funded agricultural improvement project led by Texas
A&M’s Norman Borlaug Institute for
International Agriculture. The project
aims to develop agricultural research,
teaching and extension curriculum at
the John Garang Memorial University
of Science and Technology located
along the White Nile River in Bor,
South Sudan. Whisenant will live in
Bor to provide on-site project admin-

istration and work alongside university faculty in a number of agricultural
sectors to strengthen local capacity to
manage natural resources and agriculture. Whisenant shared his enthusiasm for the project in a recent article:
“South Sudan is a resource-rich country limited by poor infrastructure, inadequate education, and a lack of practical training in agriculture and natural
resource management. I’m excited to
be part of the Norman Bolaug Institute of International Agriculture team
working with USAID to improve the
future for the people of South Sudan.”
Click here to read the full article in
Texas A&M’s publication, AgriLife
Today. Click here for our recent Board
Member Highlight.

Photo: ©Borlaug Institute

Whisenant stands with Daniel Dhieu, president of
the university’s student association in Bor.
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New Books & Articles
Indigenous Land and Sea
Management in Remote Australia

and Ecological Networks; 4) Spatial
Ecology: Metapopulations and Metacommunities; 5) Species in Changing
Environments: Ecology and Evolution.
Applied aspects of community ecology (e.g., resource harvesting, invasive
species, community restoration) are
treated throughout the book as natural extensions of basic theoretical and
empirical work. For more information,
visit
http://www.sinauer.com/detail.
php?id=5093.

Special Issue: Ecological Management &
Restoration

This issue presents work and ideas
from a diverse range of Indigenous
and non-Indigenous practitioners, researchers and collaborators who work
in central and northern Australia in a
range of environments. All these contributions centre around the theme of
how to enhance and guide future work
to maximise on-ground impact of projects and investment in Indigenous natural and cultural resource management
(NCRM). Many of the papers in this
issue highlight the importance of Indigenous connection to country and the
ramifications for Indigenous well-being and cultural survival. The benefits
of reconnecting nature and culture in a
healing context, however, are not confined to Indigenous people. In a world
searching for solutions, there is much
all societies can learn and apply from
the Indigenous initiatives presented in
the pages of this issue. For more information, visit http://onlinelibrary.wiley.
com/doi/10.1111/emr.2012.13.issue-1/
issuetoc.

Plant Reintroduction in a Changing
Climate
Edited by Joyce Maschinski and Kristin
Haskins

This volume presents a comprehensive
review of reintroduction projects and
practices, the circumstances of their
successes or failures, lessons learned,
and the potential role for reintroductions in preserving species threatened
by climate change. Contributors examine current plant reintroduction practices, from selecting appropriate source

Structural and Functional Loss in
Restored Wetland Ecosystems
material and recipient sites to assessing
population demography. The findings
culminate in a set of Best Reintroduction Practice Guidelines, included in
an appendix. These guidelines cover
stages from planning and implementation to long-term monitoring, and offer
not only recommended actions but also
checklists of questions to consider that
are applicable to projects around the
world. SER members receive special
members-only discounts on SER-Island Press titles. Purchase the book online at http://islandpress.org/ip/books/
book/islandpress/P/bo8073733.html.

Community Ecology
By Gary G. Mittelbach

This book is intended for graduate
students, researchers, and advanced
undergraduates seeking a broad, up-todate coverage of ecological concepts
at the community level. Both “new”
and “traditional” aspects of community
ecology are covered in the book’s five
sections: 1) The Big Picture: Patterns,
Causes, and Consequences of Biodiversity; 2) The Nitty-Gritty: Species
Interactions in Simple Modules; 3) Putting the Pieces Together: Food Webs

By David Moreno-Mateos, Mary E. Power,
Francisco A. Comín, Roxana Yockteng

Because of human activities, over half
of the wetland ecosystems existing in
North America, Europe, Australia, and
China in the early 20th century have
been lost. Ecological restoration to recover critical ecosystem services has
been widely attempted, but the degree
of actual recovery of ecosystem functioning and structure from these efforts
remains uncertain. Our results from
a meta-analysis of 621 wetland sites
from throughout the world show that
even a century after restoration efforts,
biological structure and biogeochemical functioning remained on average
26% and 23% lower, respectively, than
in reference sites. Either recovery has
been very slow, or post-disturbance
systems have moved towards alternative states that differ from reference
conditions. If restoration as currently
practiced is used to justify further
degradation, global loss of wetland
ecosystem function and structure will
spread. For more information, visit
http://www.plosbiology.org/article/
info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.
pbio.1001247.
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New Books & Articles
environment and prevents us from having a fuller relationship with nature.
Humans have changed the landscapes
they inhabit since prehistory, and climate change means even the remotest
places now bear the fingerprints of humanity. Emma Marris argues convincingly that it is time to look forward and
create the “rambunctious garden,” a
hybrid of wild nature and human management.
For more information, visit http://
www.emmamarris.com/rambunctiousgarden/.

Rambunctious Garden

New Model of Landscape
Connectivity Shows Where Roads,
Energy Corridors Impact Wildlife
For decades people have unquestioningly accepted the idea that our goal is Movement
By Emma Marris

to preserve nature in its pristine, prehuman state. But many scientists have
come to see this as an outdated dream
that thwarts bold new plans to save the

Conservation scientists have developed a novel approach to identify and
prioritize places that are important for

maintaining landscape connectivity for
wildlife that is sensitive to human activity and land development. The new
landscape modeling technique provides
the first comprehensive, national-scale
map showing the ease (or difficulty)
with which wildlife can move across
landscapes with varying degrees of human-built infrastructure such as roads,
energy corridors and other forms of
development. This analysis provides a
way to prioritize where to focus efforts
to help wildlife move in response to the
effects of climate change, helping federal land management agencies as well
as local land use planners make decisions on where to locate new development. It also helps coordinate efforts
among adjacent land owners to stitch
together otherwise piecemeal planning
efforts that often occur independently
without recognition of broader-scale
connectivity needs. For more information, visit http://www.news.colostate.
edu/Release/6076.

Join the SER 25th Anniversary Committee
The Society for Ecological Restoration was incorporated in 1988 by a dedicated group of volunteers and
has been the leader in defining ecological restoration
and connecting people in the field since that time.

ways to celebrate our quarter century birthday and
join the SER 25th Anniversary Committee. If you
have experience in fundraising or ideas for projects or
events, we would love to have you join the committee.

In 2013 our 5th World Conference on Ecological If you are interested in volunteering with the comRestoration will return to our birthplace in Madi- mittee, please contact Stuart Allison, Chair of the
son, Wisconsin as we celebrate 25 years of SER. 25th Anniversary Committee, at sallison@knox.edu.
SER looking for a team of volunteers to help us find

www.ser2013.org
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SER Chapter News
Europe Plans ECER2012

New England Announces
Board Elections

The 8th European Conference on Ecological Restoration (ECER2012) will
be held in Ceske Budejovice, Czech
Republic from September 9th - 14th,
2012. Conference themes include:
•

•

•

•
•
•

Scientific background and the
practical use of near-natural restoration
Restoration of habitat types, e.g.
dry grasslands, wet meadows,
fresh water ecosystems, marine
and coastal ecosystems, forests
and human-made habitats (industrial, urbanized and polluted
areas).
Reintroduction and reinforcement
of populations of endangered species; meta-population dynamic
Invasive organisms and ecological
restoration; novel ecosystems
Landscape context of ecological
restoration
Socio-economic, cultural and legislative dimensions of ecological
restoration

Please check also the opportunities for
post-conference field trips at the conference website. For further information on the conference or registration
please visit http://www.ecer2012.eu/
or contact info@ecer2012.eu.

Nepal Designs Community
Restoration Project
On February 25th, SER Nepal teamed
up with the Nepal Support Society
(NESS) and participated in a two-day
workshop to assess the challenges
and opportunities inherent in the res

Photo: SER Nepal
Local community leaders meet SER Nepal members at
a recent meeting in Chitrebhanjyang.

toration of areas in Chitrebhanjyang,
Syangia. The consultative meeting
resulted in a formal request from the
Chitrebhanjyang Village Development
Committee (VDC) to have SER Nepal design projects to restore quality
to the natural resources in their region.
One of the key problems identified during the workshop was the widespread
use of Banmara, a plant that has caused
extensive damage to landscapes in the
region including natural forests. SER
Nepal identified areas for possible
intervention that will allow community farmers to play a significant role
in restoring the land while improving
their livelihood. Among the restoration techniques is the planting of Amriso (Thysanolaena maxima), which
has a large demand in the Nepalese and
Indian market and gives local people
economic incentive to buy into the
restoration project. SER Nepal is current engaging local as well as international donor communities to support
the implementation of the project. Be
sure to visit the chapter’s website at
http://www.sernepal.org.np/ to keep
up with the project as it progresses.

The New England Chapter (SER NE)
continued its long-standing collaboration with the Ecological Landscaping
Association (ELA) and participated as
a co-sponsor at the ELA’s annual conference in Springfield, Massachusetts
from March 7th-8th. This year, SER
NE Chapter member Ingeborg Hegemann spoke during one of the sessions.
The chapter is also a proud co-sponsor
of the triennial Atlantic White Cedar
Symposium which will be held in Suffolk, Virginia from June 12th-14th.
Aimlee Laderman, SER NE Board
Member and world-renowned expert
in Atlantic white cedar swamp ecology, is especially looking forward
to participating in the symposium.
In addition to co-sponsoring events,
this year will mark a changing of the
guard for the Chapter as its biannual
elections dictate term limits for most
of the current Board. The Board encourages members of the Chapter to
become more involved with SER by
running for an open Chapter Board position in June. For more information
about the SER New England Chapter and the Board openings, please
contact SER NE Chair Mike Toohill
at mtoohill@coneco.com. We hope
to have a full slate of candidates in
place by the end of April, so act fast!

Australasia Highlights Regional
Restoration Efforts
The Board of SER Australasia (SERA)
is promoting the successful restoration projects being conducted across
SERNews 9

SER Chapter News
Australasia andis currently seeking
examples of restoration case studies
from the region to showcase on the
SERA website. Practitioners, NGO’s
and community groups with restoration success stories are encouraged
to contact SERA through the website,
http://www.seraustralasia.com.
In addition, the chapter is working to
re-connect with members of the previous SER Australian chapter in the
hopes of empowering SERA with a
strong membership base. The SERA
Board is asking both previous and
current members to visit the chapter
website and give feedback on what
they would like the new SERA chapter to deliver and for ideas on how to
improve communications across the
Australasian restoration networks.
One major way to reconnect with
previous members and establish new
connections will be through the inaugural chapter conference. The chapter has been busy planning for the
“Restoring Australasia” conference
that will take place on 28th-30th November in Perth, Western Australia.
Now is a good time to begin proposing symposia on specialist themes
and to submit abstracts (submissions
opened late March 2012). For more
information on their 2012conference,
visit
http://www.seraustralasia.com.

Mid-Atlantic 7th Annual
Conference is a Success
SER Mid-Atlantic’s 7th Annual Conference (March 22-24) was all about
collaborations. Located in New York
City, the program was developed and
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The joint SER Mid-Atlantic and New England conference in March was all about collaboration.
Upper left: Participants gather for a lively poster session. Upper right: Alex Hackman from the
MA Dept of Fish & Game leads a session on restoration theories and practice.

organized in partnership with the SER
New England Chapter, thus encompassing members and other ER aficionados from Maine to West Virginia. In
addition to involvement from Brooklyn
College, the host institution, the event
received strong support and participation from NYC Parks and its groundbreaking Natural Resources Group.
This year, in addition to the usual day
of field trips after the main conference
itself, the SER event was preceded
by a special “Restoration Planning
Framework Workshop” led by NOAA
Coastal Services Center, representing
the beginning of a beautiful friendship between the two organizations. Of
course, there were the devoted sponsors
as well as new boosters, topped off by
a generous contribution from Bartlett
Tree Experts, which funded a “lunch
upgrade” to gourmet sandwiches.
For more details on the conference,
check www.ser.org/midatl. All speaker
presentations will also be posted soon!

Midwest-Great Lakes Holds Annual
Chapter Conference
Members of SER Midwest-Great
Lakes’ Annual Meeting Committee have been busy with preparations
for the 2012 Annual Chapter Meeting which will be held in Ann Arbor,
Michigan from May 4th - 6th. This
year’s meeting hosts include the University of Michigan’s School of Natural Resources & Environment and
Matthaei Botanical Gardens & Nichols
Arboretum. Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc., Grand Valley
State University, and Stantec have also
generously agreed to serve as meeting
sponsors. The meeting theme for this
year is “Connecting People and Nature
with Restoration”. The conference will
explore the critical linkages among
people, nature, and restoration and
consider the implications of these relationships for fostering healthy communities, preserving diverse ecosystems,
and improving our ability to repair and
restore damaged ecosystems. Although
the meeting agenda is not yet finalized,
it will be similar to past Chapter meetSERNews 10
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ings and will include technical presentations, social events, workshops, and
field trips. The keynote speaker this
year will be Helen Taylor, The Nature
Conservancy’s State Director for Michigan. The chapter has also organized a
plenary session on restoration in urban
and suburban ecosystems that will consist of invited presentations from Lisa
Brush (Stewardship Network), John
Hartig (Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge), and Lisa Williams
(US Fish and Wildlife Service). The
chapter has already received more than
50 abstracts for contributed oral and
poster presentations. It will be another
great Midwest-Great Lakes SER Chapter Meeting and we hope to see you
all in Ann Arbor in May! Visit http://
www.ser.org/mwgl/events.asp for conference and registration information.

areas. The Elwha S’Klallam Tribe are
being recognized for their work enacting Public Law 102-495 for the restoration of Elwha River, and their critical
role in bringing to fruition the largest
dam removal in the United States. To
learn more, visit http://www.elwha.org.

Northwest Announces 2012 Award
Recipients

In addition to the Conservationist of
the Year Award, the chapter is excited
to announce the winner of the President’s Award, which is being given
in association with the launching of
our 20th Anniversary in 2013. Former
Board Member Peter Hummel, Landscape Architect and Partner of Anchor
QEA, was selected for his continuing
support and service to SERNW over
the years. Peter has contributed significantly to the chapter for over 10 years,
including serving as a Board member
from 2002-2006, and sponsoring conferences since 2005. In addition, Peter
has been active in designing and creating restoration projects throughout the
Northwest over the last 20 years, Peter
continues his service by assisting the
conference organizing committee for
this year’s Annual General Meeting in
Victoria, far beyond mere sponsorship;

Each year, SER Northwest (SERNW)
presents the Conservationist of the
Year award to recognize of year-long
efforts to preserve, protect, restore or
enhance environments necessary for
healthy ecosystems. In recognition of
this year’s inauguration of the Elwha
Dam removal and the culmination of
decades of efforts to restore the Elwha
River and its watershed, the Board has
selected the Elwha K’lallam Tribe,
represented by its Chairwoman Frances Charles and Robert Elofson, Tribal
River Restoration Director. The former
hydroelectric dams — the Elwha, built
in 1912, and the Glines, built in 1926
— not only decimated salmon runs, but
also inundated Klallam village sites,
resource sites, and fishing and hunting

and will also serve as a panelist for
the upcoming SER-UW Student Guild
Restoration Forum. Thank you, Peter
for your critical support to our SERNW
Chapter and congratulations to both of
this year’s awards recipients!

Great Basin Plans a Busy Summer
Be sure to mark your calendars - it
will be a busy summer for SER Great
Basin (SERGB)! The chapter is working with several organizations to cohost summer symposia and field trips.
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SERNW awards the Elwha S’Klallam Tribe for their
work in the restoration of the Elwha River.

On June 7th, the chapter will collaborate with the Sagebrush Steppe Treatment Evaluation Project (SageSTEP)
for a Sagebrush & Fire Field Day. Field
day participants will travel to the SageSTEP site near Roberts, ID. The site
was treated with prescribed fire, sagebrush mowing and herbicide treatments
in fall 2007. In July 2010, a wildfire
blzed through the prescribed burn plot,
mow plot and part of the herbicide plot
giving the group an unanticipated opportunity to learn about the effects of
fuels treatment on wildfire behavior and
subsequent recovery. Participants will
include SageSTEP researchers working
on the Roberts plots, BLM managers
with range and fuels experience, and
USGS ecologist Matt Germino, an expert in fire ecology and cheatgrass invasion. Click here to reserve your spot.
From June 18th – 19th, SERGB will
be partnering with the Utah Section
of the Society for Range Management
for a special field day. The field day
will include a tours to restoration sites
at locations ranging from sagebrush
to pinyon-juniper, aspen, and tall forb
SERNews 11
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communities. The trip highlight of
the trip is a tour fo the historic USDA
Great Basin Research Station and its
associated restoration sites. To regsiter for the event, email danneysummers@utah.gov no later than June 1st.
The Chapter’s Annual Meeting will
take place during a workshop on
post-fire land restoration from July
11th-13th in Reno, NV. The event
will be put on i collaboration with
the Western Chapter of the International Erosion Control Association.
To learn more about the meeting and
workshop, visit www.wcieca.org or
contact westernchapter@gmail.com.

British Columbia Gears up for
Restoration 2012: Beyond Borders
Four of the Northwest’s premiere ecological restoration and fisheries organizations, including SER British Columbia and SER Northwest, are coming
together to present Restoration 2012:
Beyond Borders, May 15-18 in Victoria, British Columbia. The event will
focus on exploring our knowledge of
ecosystem and habitat restoration and
natural resource management across
natural and manmade borders such as:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Interfaces between marine, freshwater and terrestrial ecosystems
Political and cultural borders
Urban/rural/natural interfaces
Adaptation across climate change
Social and economic changes
which drive land use and land use
goals
Changes in the role and capacity of
government, business and the nonprofit sector

Reserve your spot - registration is now
open at http://restoration2012.org/.

Meet the University of Wisconsin SER Student Guild!
SER currently has seven student
guilds at universities around the
U.S. In this issue of SERNews, we
are excited to highlight the University of Wisconsin SER Student
Guild with an update from the
guild’s student president, Michael
Zueger. Be on the lookout for
updates from other SER student
guilds in future issues of SERNews!
Here in the Central Sand Plains
of Wisconsin, we are proud to
be a Society for Ecological Restoration Student Guild and are
ready for another eventful year!
We are a small, tight-knit, and
passionate student organization dedicated to promoting,
performing and learning more
about restoration ecology both
on and off our University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point campus.
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The guild has been focusing on habitat restoration for the U.S. federally endangered
Karner Blue Butterfly.

perennis). We will be hosting the
third occurrence of our “Karner
Blue Rendezvous” event this fall
to highlight local Karner Blue efforts and showcase our work. This
growing
community-oriented
event also raises awareness on
restoration, supports local food
and music and includes activities
Among other activitires, we man- for children. The event will take
age a prairie/savanna demon- place on September 29th, 2012
stration site in a campus-owned at the Little Plover State Fisherreserve, perform greenhouse ies Area in Plover, WI, USA. We
propagation, sponsor speakers will also be attending the 4th anon campus, volunteer, take field nual SER MWGL chapter confertrips to local restoration sites, ence in Ann Arbor, MI to present
run educational weekly meet- research and enjoy the company
ings and practice hands-on tech- – we hope to see you all there!
niques of ecological restoration.
For more information about
Recently, we have been focusing the guild, to network and colon habitat restoration, specifi- laborate, or to simply say hello,
cally the creation and connection please check our website at http://
for the U.S. federally endangered stuorgs.uwsp.edu/ecorest/pages/
Karner Blue Butterfly (Lycaeides home.aspx or contact student
Melissa samuelis) and food guild president, Michael Zueger,
source, Wild Lupine (Lupinus at Michael.J.Zueger@uwsp.edu.
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