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A Letter From Executive Director Steve Bosak
My first eight months with SER has been exciting and busy. Thank you to all
-- especially the Board and staff -- who have been teaching me about SER’s
history and achievements. I would like to also thank members for supporting
SER through annual membership dues.
During recent work travels, I’ve enjoyed meeting SER members who take
pride in the essential task of repairing the planet’s natural systems. One of
SER’s greatest achievements is certainly the generous global community of
learning it has created. At the Europe and Australasia chapter conferences, I
see members helping one another improve the practice of restoration.
As you’ll read in other articles here, SER is also assisting global conservation bodies gain a deeper
understanding of how restoration can achieve global conservation goals. The reach of this still-young
organization is quite impressive. Of course, we can improve and strengthen our community.
One of the big community-building opportunity will be the 5th World Conference on Ecological
Restoration in Madison next year. This may be SER’s largest conference yet and it coincides with SER’s
25th Anniversary! We’ve invited author Paul Hawken to be our lead-off keynote speaker.
Partners such as the Aldo Leopold Foundation, the International Crane Foundation, and the University of
Wisconsin Arboretum will lead field trips to a variety of sites around Wisconsin. We are grateful that we
have so many dedicated volunteers on our program committee and our local organizing committee to help
us develop a compelling event. Please remember to register at www.ser2013.org early next year.
In the back office, SER’s staff has completed some important projects. Last summer, we built a new
membership database. This may not sound like exciting restoration news to you, but it improves our
ability to communicate with members and will allow us to launch an online membership directory next
year.
Most of you probably have noticed that our new logo and our new website. The logo gives SER a fresh
look and the website offers SER and our chapters a better platform to reach our members and the public.
I hope you are enjoying your SER membership and will support our programs with a year-end donation
which you can make via the SER website “donations” page.
Best wishes for a happy holiday season and for success in your endeavors to restore the earth,
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SER Board members present their expertise to the JRC in Ispera, Italy. Front row (L-R): Alan Unwin, Judy Haner, Robert
Daoust, Carolyn Browning, Mary Travaglini, Cara Nelson, Cheryl Ulrich, Jose Ignacio Barrera Cataño, James Aronson.
Back row (L-R): Steve Bosak, Steve Whisenant, Stuart Allison, Kris Decleer, Michael Leff, Jim Halett, Thorunn Petursdottir,
Kingsley Dixon, John Stanley.

The SER Board of Director meets in person annually: every other year the Board meets
prior to SER’s conference; in non-conference years, the Board gathers in a sponsored
location. This year, European Union’s Joint Research Commission (JRC) invited our
20 Board members to meet in Ispra, Italy at the JRC campus.
Annual Board meetings consist of strategic and operational planning, budget review, as
well as discussions on committee activities, conference planning, fundraising initiatives,
membership awnd publications. This year the Board also had its first meeting with
SER’s new executive director, Steve Bosak, who shared his insight from his first few
months of leadership and his plans for 2013. SER also welcomed two new Board
members this year: Rob Daoust, who works at ARCADIS in the United States and
Samira Omar Asem who is a director at the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research.
This year’s meeting included a half-day symposium in which SER Board members and
the JRC researchers shared presentations about the state of ecological restoration and
its future. Following the symposium, SER and JRC agreed to collaborate on projects to
improve restoration use is combatting land degradation and in meeting benchmarks set
by the Convention on Biological Diversity. The JRC has agreed to send representatives
to participate in SER’s 5th International Conference. You can learn more about the JRC
by clicking here.
Meet SER’s New At-Large-Representative, Robert Daoust

Robert Daoust works on ecosystem restoration projects across the
United States, with a focus on supporting state and local agencies.
He has been highly engaged with the National Conference on
Ecosystem Restoration (NCER) since 2009 bringing unique
perspectives on implementation of large-scale ecological
restoration programs to SER. He currently manages ARCADIS
U.S., Inc.’s national ecosystem restoration practice.
Meet SER’s New Asia Representative, Samira Omar Asem

Dr. Samira Omar Asem has been working for the Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research (KISR) since 1973 and is the current
Director of Food Resources and Marine Sciences Division (FDR).
Having obtained her Ph.D in Wild Land Resources Science from
the University of California, Berkeley in 1990, Dr. Omar has over
37 years of experience in integrated applied research programs
related to biological science and environment.
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SER Brings Ecological Restoration to
Conferences Around the World
SER and Restoration Step out onto the
World Stage at the CBD COP11
SER had the opportunity this
last October to present its
restoration expertise to the
global conservation community
during the Convention on
Biodiversity
Conservation’s
SER Program Director, Sasha (CBD) 11th Conference of
Alexander presents at the CBD Parties (COP11) in Hyderabad,
COP11 meeting in India.
India. The CBD has three
objectives: The conservation of the world’s biological
diversity; the sustainable use of the components of
biological diversity and; the fair and equitable sharing
of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic
resources. SER and the CBD have collaborated on
ways and means to support ecosystem restoration as a
practical tool since 2007. SER also participates in the
CBD’s Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice (SBSTTA).
In response to an invitation from the CBD Secretariat,
SER Program Director Sasha Alexander organized
workshops for an Ecosystem Restoration Day at the
Rio Conventions Pavilion. SER Board member James
Aronson gave the keynote address for the day. The
culmination of the event was the Parties’ endorsement of
the Hyderabad Call for a Concerted Effort on Ecosystem
Restoration. The Call recognizes the emerging consensus
that restoration and rehabilitation are a necessity as
conservation alone is no longer sufficient. The Call
links global restoration commitments such as the CBD
Aichi Biodiversity Targets, the Bonn Challenge on forest
restoration, and the UNCCD’s zero-net land degradation
goal.

SER Improves Access to Restoration Data
Prior to the COP11 meeting in India, the CBD contracted
SER to compile a large cache of documents on ecosystem
restoration. To access these information notes for over
114 pages of links and summaries on guidance and
guidelines, and over 637 pages of links and summaries
on tools and technologies on ecosystem restoration,
follow the links below:
•
•
•
•

Ecosystem Restoration Note
Guidance and Guidelines on Ecosystem Restoration
Tools and Technologies on Ecosystem Restoration
Definitions/Descriptions of Key terms Related to
Ecosystem Restoration

SER is exploring how to make this data a foundation for
an open-access database and web portal on restoration
information.

SER Board member James Aronson (standing) gave the keynote address at SER’s
Ecosystem Restoration Day at the CBD COP11. From the left: Sergio Zelaya,
CBD Secretariat; Ramsar Convention Deputy Secretary General Nick Davidson;
James Aronson, SER; Julia Marton-Lefèvre, Director General, IUCN; and Simone
Quatrini, The Global Mechanism.

SER Participates in the IUCN 2012 World
Conservation Congress in Jeju, Korea

To learn more about SER’s involvement at the CBD The International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) held its 2012 World Conservation Congress
COP11, see the following links:
(WCC) in September in Jeju, Korea. The meeting, held
• Hyderabad Call for a Concerted Effort on Ecosystem every four years, has significance for the global restoration
community as the world’s largest conservation event.
Restoration
During these meetings, 8,000 participants discuss ways to
• SER’s Ecosystem Restoration Day
• Interview with James Aronson on ecosystem improve the management of our natural environment for
human, social, and economic development.
restoration and conservation
• Sasha Alexander’s presentation on the Aichi
Biodiversity Target 15, Ecosystems restored and The WCC is both a forum for the exchange of information
resilience enhanced as part of the series 20/20 Talks: and public debate, as well as a meeting for members to
make joint decisions on the upcoming 4-year program
20 Presentations on 20 Targets.
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the restoration of the planet’s ecosystems. Since the first
EcoSummit in 1996, these cwonferences have provided a
forum for identifying and tracking environmental threats.
Under conference chair Bill Mitsch, a former 2005 SER
Award winner, this EcoSummit focused on fixing the
planet and restoring ecosystems.

David Lamb, representing SER, (at the microphone) participates in a panel
discussion at the IUCN 2012 WCC.

of the IUCN. SER is one of many NGO members of
the IUCN. Staff, Board representatives and members of
SER, including Sasha Alexander, Karen Keenlyside, and
Nik Lopoukhine, attended and participated as organizers,
partners, and collaborators with SER staff on seven events
including posters, presentations, and workshops. To see
an abstract from one of the co-sponsored SER workshops
led by SER member Charlotte Moser, click here.

Sasha Alexander, SER (left) and Nik
Lopoukhine IUCN WCPA (right) at the
launch of Best Practice Guideline for
Ecological Restoration in Protected Areas.

At the WCC, IUCN and
SER held an event to
launch a new publication,
Ecological Restoration
for Protected Areas;
Principles, Guidelines,
and Best Practices. You
can read more about
this document in our
New Books and Article
Section.

SER participated in the conference as one of the five
partners, along with The Ohio State University, the MidOhio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), the
Ecological Society of America (ESA), and the International
Association for Ecology (INTECOL). SER members and
Board representatives in attendance included Carolyn
Browning, Nancy Shaw, Dave Polster, Francisco Comín,
and Donald Falk.
SER Board member Carolyn Browning and member
Matthew Wilson held a SER symposium entitled
‘Uncovering Hidden Ecosystem Values to Promote
Watershed Restoration & Climate Change Adaptation.’
Browning’s presentation on her recent visit with the
SER-Nepal chapter in Kathmandu highlighted restoration
solutions for the Bagmati River and was featured in the
Columbus Dispatch (see link below).
To see who attended and learn more about EcoSummit
2012, click here. To read about SER in the Columbus
Dispatch, click here.

To learn more about SER’s ongoing partnership with the
IUCN, click here.

SER Partners at the 4th International
EcoSummit in Columbus, Ohio
In October, the 4th International EcoSummit brought
together over 1,500 of the world’s most respected minds in
ecological science from more than 75 countries to discuss

SER staff and members get together after a symposium organized by SER members
and partners. From the left: Steve Bosak, SER; Caroline Bronaugh, SER; Joyce
Machinski, SER-Island Press Author; Donald Falk, Arizona State University;
Peggy Owell, BLM; Nancy Shaw, SER-Great Basin; Kayri Havens, Chicago
Botanic Gardens; Leah Bregman, SER.

Thank You for All Your Hard Work Caroline!
In November of 2012, Caroline Bronaugh, SER’s Membership Manager, left the Society for a
job at a D.C.-based consulting firm. Caroline became SER’s Membership Manager in 2010.
She brought a positive attitude, unwavering dedication to SER’s members, and a creative
approach to her everyday tasks. After helping to establish SER’s new office in Washington
D.C., Caroline worked tirelessly to improve SER’s member benefits. Her grand achievement
was the launch of a brand new membership database in June 2012. Caroline says she will
continue to be one of SER’s biggest supporters, stating: “SER’s biggest asset, hands down,
is the people. I have found that the diversity of SER’s membership and leaders is the very
thing that makes SER so special and different from any other group dedicated to ecological
restoration. The source of SER’s value will always remain the same - it comes from the people involved in SER.”

From all the staff, Board and members of SER: Good Luck Caroline!
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Members-in-the-News
SER’s First Vice President Dr. Edgar William Garbisch Jr. Passes Away at 79
Dr. Edgar William Garbisch Jr., 79, passed away peacefully at his home in South
Woodstock, Vermont, on July 3, 2012. Born in New York City in 1932, Ed Garbisch
grew up on the rural Eastern Shore of Maryland. After receiving a B.S. in Chemistry
at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and a Ph.D. in Chemistry from
Northwestern University, Illinois, Dr. Garbisch decided to return to his childhood
home in Maryland where he founded Environmental Concern in 1972 – a non-profit
dedicated to wetlands. As the founder of Environmental Concern (EC), Dr. Garbisch
became one of the earliest proponents of a technique of marsh construction known as
“nonstructural shoreline control.” EC’s native plant nursery was the first of its kind in
the nation and today grows over 120 different species of native plants.
In 1989 Dr. Garbisch attended the first annual meeting of the newly formed SER
in Oakland, California. Serving as the first ever Vice President on SER’s Board of
Directors from 1989-1992, Dr. Garbisch played a vital role in the beginnings of SER.
When he was planting his first marshgrass, Dr. Garbisch never thought his work would
be pioneering. He simply thought it was useful and necessary for the world. Today, both SER and EC are active,
thriving organizations dedicated to ecological restoration. SER will celebrate the contributions of Dr. Garbisch
and SER’s other founding members at its 25th Anniversary Celebration at SER2013.
Dr. Garbisch works in a native plant
nursery at Environmental Concern.
© Environmental Concern

Donations can be made in Dr. Garbisch’s memory either to the Society for Ecological Restoration, 1017 O Street NW,
Washington DC 20001 or The Humane Society of the United States, 2100 L Street NW, Washington DC 20037. Condolences
may be offered by visiting cabotfh.com. To read Dr. Garbisch’s full obituary in the Vermont Standard, click here.

‘Ecological Engineering Aims to
be to Ecology what Medicine is
to Biology’
A piece of legislation passed in
France in 2007 obligates developers
to compensate for any damages they
cause, thus setting the wheels in
motion for the beginning of a booming
new field: ecological engineering.
The Institut Méditerranéen de
Biodiversité et d’Ecologie marine et
continentale (IMBE) is busy restoring
ecosystems in France through
ecological engineering.
Thierry
Dutoit, a researcher with IMBE and
an SER member, knows that ecoengineering is a highly complex interdisciplinary field involving hundreds
of French researchers and scientists
with wide-ranging backgrounds and
skills. With the discipline still in
its infancy, Dutoit says: “In a way
ecological engineering aims to be to
ecology what medicine is to biology.”
Ecological engineering is still a highly
experimental science starting from

scratch. Ecological engineers are also
working against new ethical issues.
Financial compensation, for instance,
can easily lead to habitat destruction
through the misconception that you
can simply pay for restoration after
damage has been wrought on the
natural environment.
Dutoit is working on a number of
projects, including the rehabilitation
of a plain in southeastern France in
the heart of La Crau where a broken
pipeline spilled nearly 4.5 million
liters of oil onto the plain in 2009.
After transplanting soil into the
affected area, Dutoit’s team began
diversifying their restoration efforts
by transplanting fertilized Messor ant
queens to help disseminate grass seed
and restore biodiversity.
Dutoit and his team continuously
try to reduce their footprint and
are always on the lookout for the
“the best possible balance between
rehabilitation quality and ecological

cost towards the sustainable
restoration of ecosystems.” To
read the full article on ecological
engineering in CNRS magazine,
click here.

Black ants played a key role in the La Crau restoration
project as natural engineers. © CNRS Magazine

Replacing Lost Environments - A
Devil’s Pact?
In a recent scientific article,
‘Faustian bargains? Restoration
realities in the context of biodiversity
offset policies’, researchers from
the ARC Centre of Excellence for
Environmental Decisions (CEED)
advise governments worldwide
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Members-in-the-News
to think twice before assuming
an environment lost can be easily
replaced. Co-author and SER
member, Professor Richard Hobbs
from CEED, explained: “There’s
been a lot of talk among policymakers
about ‘offsets’, meaning that if you
damage or lose the environment
in one place you compensate by
restoring or protecting an equivalent
area somewhere else.” He goes on to
explain that despite the more than 64
ongoing offset programs around the
world, habitat re-created on highly
degraded sites rarely resembles the
target ecosystem. The authors aim to
inject a bit of realism into the current
conservation policy debate about
how much is genuinely achievable
with offset programs. Click here to
read the full article.

Rescuing Ecosystems is
Necessary, but Tricky
SER member David MorenoMateos believes that while ecosystem
restoration is necessary, now more
than ever, devising successful
restoration strategies can be tricky.
It can take decades or centuries for
damaged ecosystems to recover
the structure and functionality they
had before degradation. MorenoMateos stresses a few core concepts:
restorations can fail altogether and
complex factors steer the trajectory of
ecosystem development; ecosystems
do recover when degradation stops,
but recovery is far from perfect with
only 70-80 percent of biodiversity
and ecosystem function returning;
and it often becomes necessary
to consider alternative ecosystem
configurations to those prevailing
prior to degradation. Like Richard
Hobbs in the piece above, MorenoMateos states that the ability to
successfully restore and create
ecosystems should not be used to
justify further degradation of wellpreserved ecosystems. Click here
to read the full opinion piece in The
Scientist Magazine.

Workers restore a freshwater tidal marsh on the
Anacostia River in Washington, D.C. © Ecological
Restoration and Management, Inc.

ReCitizen Helps Launch Local
Restoration Projects Worldwide
Storm Cunningham, CEO of
ReCitizen - a new Washington
D.C.-based global membership
organization which provides free
tools for citizen-led community
renewal programs – believes that
now is the time for our governments
and institutions to renew natural,
built, cultural, and economic
assets locally. Recently launched,
ReCitizen
provides
‘crowd
technologies’ to its membership
as tools to advance citizen-led
regeneration
of
communities
and natural resources. Believing
citizen’s faith in government,
public, and private institutions is
at an all-time low, Cunningham
uses Revitalization Project Tools,
an integrated suite of online crowd
technologies, to help communities
design, fund, and launch restorative
projects and enterprises. Crowd
technologies make it quicker and
easier to launch a project and gain
strong public support, which in turn
makes it easier for institutions to say
‘yes’ to supporting new projects.
Visit ReCitizen’s new website. Click
here to read the full article by Market
Watch.

beginning of October in Barnegat
Bay, New Jersey, will create habitat
for fish. The newly created reef is
one acre and is made up of 12,000
bushels of clam shells. In the summer
of 2013, approximately 300,000
oyster seeds will be planted on the
clam shells. Oyster larvae naturally
attach to oyster shells to grow. Clam
shells, however, have been found to
work just as well. The clam-shell reef
should provide growing oysters with
protection from predators.
Historically, Barnegat Bay was home
to nearly 20 square miles of oyster
beds, but by the late 1906s the beds
had been reduced to less than 800
acres. Shadel hopes that one day
the oysters will not only improve
the water quality, but develop into a
sustainable oyster fishery. According
to Shadel, “It’s not the primary goal,
but if it starts feeding people that
would be awesome.” Click here to
read the full article.
A Post Sandy Note from Bill Shadel:
“Hurricane Sandy has really helped
focus the restoration issues in NJ and
New York City around both repair
and community resiliency. For one,
we see a much greater need for our
marine-debris-removal program. And
as residents and businesses dig and
dry themselves out, we are identifying
where habitat restoration and even
creation would be appropriate to
protect coastal area communities in the
future. This could be the main driver of
our work for several years to come.”

Restoring Historic Oyster Reef
at Barnegat Bay
Bill Shadel, SER member and Habitat
Restoration Program Director for the
American Littoral Society, is hopeful
that a new oyster reef planted at the

Oysters cling to a surf shell clam in a 2011 oyster bed
project off Navy Earle pier in Middletown. © Asbury
Park Press
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New Books & Articles
the world. This book is an essential
work for managers, planners,
regulators,
environmental
and
engineering consultants, and others
engaged in planning, designing and
implementing projects or programs
aimed at restoring tidal flow to tiderestricted or diked salt marshes. Click
here to buy a copy with your 25%
SER member discount.

and state policies in Mexico must
respond firmly and aggressively
with ecosystem restoration and
conservation actions, as the very
survival of such ecosystems and
the whole of society is at stake.
Click here to read the full article in
Solutions Journal.

Replicating Policy that Works:
Payment for Environmental
Services in Mexico
Tidal Marsh Restoration: A
Synthesis of Science and
Practice
By Charles T. Roman and David M. Burdick

Tidal Marsh Restoration by Charles
T. Roman and David M. Burdick
is the latest title in the SER-Island
Press book series The Science and
Practice of Ecological Restoration.
As the planet faces the problem of
significant degradation in many
coastal tidal marshes, this book
offers the scientific foundation and
practical guidance necessary for
coastal zone stewards to initiate salt
marsh tidal restoration programs.
The book addresses the current state
of knowledge on the science and
practice of salt marsh restoration,
bringing together leaders across a
range of disciplines in the sciences,
engineering, and public policy
with costal managers who offer
practical insight and guidance on the
development of programs.
Using case studies from New England
and Atlantic coast of Canada, where
the practice of restoring tidal flow
to salt marshes is decades old, the
book shows how these experiences
can inform restoration efforts around

By Cuauhtémoc León, Paola Bauche, Sergio
Graf, Sofía Cortina, Juan Manuel Frausto

In this story the authors recount
the 10 year evolution of Payment
for Ecosystem Services (PES) into
a public policy making instrument
in Mexico. Despite being one of
12 mega-biodiverse countries in
the world, Mexico’s environmental
riches are being depleted at an
exponential rate. Inspired by the
Costa Rican PES model, Mexico
joined the movement in 2003 with
the implementation of it its Payment
for Hydrological Services Program
(PSAH). The PSAH mandates
payment for the use and application
of the national water supply and
lays out specific guidelines for the
allocation of funds collected by
the program. Recently the program
has started to promote active land
management and the restoration
of forest ecosystems. However
criticisms of the program remain.
Some comment that the program
does not accurately address the
complexity
of
environmental
services themselves, but is dependent
on forested polygons which do not
cover the whole watershed or reflect
the realities of other sector and uses
beyond forestry. The authors leave
us with a final statement that federal

Restoring the Narrative of
American Environmentalism
By Ben A. Minteer and Stephen J. Payne

In a new article in SER’s journal
Restoration Ecology, authors Ben
A. Minteer and Stephen J. Payne
posit that the conventional narrative
of American environmentalism
is no longer very helpful for
conservationists and restoration
practitioners who seek philosophical
justification and guidance for their
work.
The authors argue that the tradition
too often has been simplified into
a narrow account about the battle
between the philosophies of wise use
and preservation, a move bolstered
by the turn to historical images of
President Teddy Roosevelt and John
Muir visiting California’s Yosemite
National Park in the early years of
the twentieth century. Restoring this
SERNews 7

New Books & Articles
lost pragmatism to the environmental
tradition will prove vital to recovering
the value of environmental history
and philosophy for conservation and
restoration practice and to reclaiming
a more holistic and useful narrative
of people, culture, and environment.
Click here for a free download of
this open-access Restoration Ecology
article.

Restoration in Oregon creates
over 6,000 jobs and nearly 1
billion dollars from 2001-2010
By Ecotrust

In a recently published report, EcoTrust
– a U.S. organization that works to
create economic opportunity, social
equality, and environmental wellbeing
– released new data that demonstrates
the connections between watershed
and fish habitat restoration and job
creation in Oregon. According to the
report, restoration projects generated
$977.5 million in economic activity
and as many as 6,483 jobs between
2001 and 2010. The report also notes
that habitat improvements come with
long-term economic benefits such as
increased commercial fishing and sport
opportunities, tourism, and coastal
resiliency. The EcoTrust report echoes
recent NOAA findings which show that
17-33 jobs are created per $1 million
invested in restoration. To read the full
EcoTrust report, click here.

Corporation 2020: Transforming
Business for Tomorrow’s World
By Pavan Sukhdev

Pavan Sukhdev has developed
what he believes is a framework for
shifting the private sector towards a
greener, more equitable economy. At
SER Australasia chapter’s inaugural
conference this past November,
Sukdev discussed his new book,

Ecological Restoration for Protected Areas: Principals,
Guidelines and Best Practices
On Sept 7, 2012 in JeJu, South
Korea, SER and IUCN released
“Ecological
Restoration
for
Protected
Areas:
Principles,
Guidelines and Best Practices.”
IUCN’s
World
Commission
on Protected Areas developed
these guidelines in collaboration
with Parks Canada, the Society
for Ecological Restoration, the
U.N. Convention on Biological
Diversity, and many others. In this
latest volume of the IUCN’s Best
Practice Protected Area Guidelines
series, experts provide advice
on the underlying principals and
guidelines, technical best practices,
and implementation processes for
ecological restoration.
The document covers terrestrial,
marine and freshwater protected
areas with information for managers
on the restoration of natural,
cultural and other associated values.
Moreover, it presents case studies
of actual restoration experiences
at protected areas across the globe.
SER believes this is the most
comprehensive compilation of
guidance and related examples of
ecological restoration for protected

areas produced to date. “If the world
is to achieve its shared vision for a
planet on which nature is valued and
conserved, we must recover what
has been lost, as well as protect
what remains,” said Dr. Steve
Whisenant, Chair of SER. “The
ecological restoration of protected
areas is essential to the preservation
of these treasured places and to the
conservation of biodiversity.” Click
here to read the full publication.

Corporation 2020, painting a picture
of the problems inherent in today’s
growth-centric economic model.
Despite the economy’s history of
creating massive wealth over the last
half century, Sukdev noted that today’s
economic model features a broken
system that contributes to social
inequity, environmental degradation,
and political manipulation. Sukhdev’s
new book lays out a sweeping new
vision for tomorrow’s corporation:
one that will increase human
wellbeing and social equity, decrease
environmental risks and ecological

losses, and still generate profit.
Through a combination of internal
changes in corporate governance and
external regulations and policies,
Corporation 2020 can become a
reality in the next decade—and it
must, argues Sukhdev, if we are to
avert catastrophic social imbalance
and ecological harm. Corporation
2020 presents new approaches to
measuring the true costs of business
and the corporation’s obligation to
society. Click here to buy a copy with
your 25% SER member discount.
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SER Chapter News
SER-Australasia Hosts Their
First Annual Meeting
SER Australasia has gone from
strength to strength having achieved
over 160 members in its first 12
months. Concluding on December
1 2013, SERA also hosted the
inaugural international restoration
conference attracting 303 delegates
from 18 countries including a
number of delegates from emerging
economies in southeast Asia.
Spanning three days of plenaries,
symposia
and
presentations,
restoration related topics ranged
from mining, wetland, community
engagement through to indigenous
issues. SERA was able to announce
at the closing session that the 2014
conference will be held in October
in New Caledonia with the 2016
conference in New Zealand.

British Columbia Rings in
another Fantastic Year
SER BC has had another great
year! In 2012, SER BC organized
a conference with SER NW and the
WA-BC Chapter of the American
Fisheries Society, held in Victoria,
British Columbia. The conference
featured three days of lectures, talks,
and workshops and a full-day field
trip.
During 2012, the BC Chapter
also organized a bio-engineering
workshop, and a field trip of the
Fraser Valley in conjunction with
their Annual General Meeting.
Participants toured a number of
restoration sites highlighting stream
and slough restoration projects.
Finally, SER BC gained a great new
website, established a Facebook
presence, and along with the parent

SER-Europe attendees gathered together for a group
shot at the 2012ECER conference in the Czech Republic.

organization, has a new logo.

SER Europe Hosts a Successful
Biannual Conference in the
Czech Republic
By: Agata Klimkowska and Kris Decleer

382 participants from 40 countries
all over the world enjoyed the 8th
European conference on Ecological
Restoration in the beautiful town of
České Budějovice (Budviser). ‘Nearnatural restoration’ was the official
Conference theme, pointing out
that restoration is more successful
and cheaper when facilitated by
ecological processes, instead of
using expensive, artificial technical
measures. The role of spontaneous
succession and facilitated succession
in near-natural restoration, especially
in the context of restoring speciesrich grasslands got a lot of attention,
but also restoration science and
practice in other ecosystems such as
peatlands, wetlands, forests, manmade sites and others were presented.
Conference organizers published
an impressive report showcasing
restoration projects in the Czech
Republic till now. Thanks to the
help of many volunteers, students
and staff of the local University, the
Conference was a great experience.

ECER participants head out on a conference excusion
enjoying a sunny moment.

The conference was concluded with
a conference declaration, with a
call for extended abstracts – to be
included in the online SER Europe
Knowledge Base on Ecological
Restoration, and an invitation for
submitting publications in the special
issues of several peer-reviewed
journals. The next conference will
take place in Oulu, Finland, 3-8
August 2014 and will focus on
Restoration of Ecosystem Services.
More information, abstract book and
picture gallery on the ECER2012
conference are available at www.
ecer2012.eu/.

SER Great Basin Co-hosts
Summer Tours and Workshop
A restoration history field tour was
co-sponsored by the Utah Section of
the Society for Range Management
and SER Great Basin. Over 3
days about 60 participants visited
sites ranging from low elevation
sagebrush communities to aspen
and high elevation subalpine sites in
central Utah that had been heavily
impacted by historic grazing.
Response of vegetation to altered
management or restoration with
native or exotic species over the
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last century was discussed along
with visits to ongoing research sites
examining sagebrush genetics, aspen
management and restoration of high
elevation tall forb communities.
A Sagebrush and Fire Field Day was
hosted by the SER Great Basin chapter
along with the Joint Fire Science
Program’s SageSTEP and Great
Basin Science Delivery Projects.
About 40 participants visited
SageSTEP sagebrush treatment
evaluation plots, post-fire seedings
and
wind-erosion
monitoring
sites on the 2010 Jefferson Fire. A
unifying theme was the importance
of perennial bunchgrasses and forbs
in reducing vulnerability to erosion
and exotic invasions. As populations
of these plants have been negatively
impacted by historic land uses,
management actions should aim to
enhance or restore them to improve
the resistance and resilience of
rangeland landscapes.

SERGB member Matt Germino discusses the differing
physiology of big sagebrush subspecies during the
Utah Summer Field Tour.

SER Mid-Atlantic Trapped in A
Vicious Cycle
No sooner does one SER-MA event
end than the next looms ahead. Mid
Atlantic’s efforts to organize the
Chapter’s 8th Annual Conference
have intensified as they enter the

presented findings demonstrating
the reproductive success of Piping
Plovers at the site. (See photo) If
you can’t visit the site yourself, visit
the Mid-Atlantic website for more
information.

Dr. Brooke Maslo (left) and Bob Allen (right)
presented their findings of reproductive success of
Piping Plovers to SER Mid-Atlantic chapter members
at the Cape May Meadows Preserve in New Jersey.

home stretch. The conference will be
held at the University of Maryland,
College Park Campus, March 28-30,
2013, with a choice of workshops on
Thursday, the main presentations on
Friday, and field trips on Saturday.
This year’s theme is “Pieces
of the Puzzle: From Backyard
Habitats to Landscape Scale” and
will explore how the successes of
landscape-scale initiatives depend
on regional planning as well as the
cumulative impacts of local projects.
Registration will open soon. Check
the chapter website for the latest
information.
In addition to conference planning,
SER-MA volunteers are busy
arranging other field trips for 2013.
This past fall, volunteers visited a
fascinating, inspiring, and altogether
lovely restoration site at the South
Cape May Meadows Preserve on the
New Jersey shore. The project focused
on replenishment of an eroded beach,
re-building of dunes, restoration of
freshwater flow through a wetland,
creation of shorebird foraging and
resting areas, and installation of
water control structures. Bob Allen,
Director of Conservation Programs
for The Nature Conservancy and
lead restorationist on the project,
gave the tour, accompanied by
researcher Dr. Brooke Maslo, who

Postscript: One week after the field
trip, Superstorm Sandy hit the East
Coast and especially hammered the
Jersey Shore. Encouragingly from a
restoration perspective, the restored
dunes at South Cape May Meadows
withstood the ravages quite well, and
far better than unprotected nearby
stretches of the shoreline.

SER-Midwest-Great Lakes Helps
SER Plan SER2013 & Prepares
for their 5th Annual Meeting
SER Midwest-Great Lakes held their
4th Annual Meeting on the University
of Michigan’s Ann Arbor campus in
May 2012 and had 138 attendees
from nine states. The highlight of
this successful meeting was a joint
plenary session and tour focusing
on conservation and restoration of
the eastern massasauga rattlesnake.
The chapter was incorporated as a
non-profit organization in Indiana
and submitted their IRS 501c3
application for federal non-profit
status. The MWGL chapter greatly
appreciates
SER’s
assistance
with incorporation and the 501c3
application.
The MGWL Board of Directors has
initiated development of a Five Year
Strategic Plan to assist with creating
future activities to better serve
their membership.
Furthermore,
chapter members are assisting SER
in organizing the SER2013 World
Conference with five chapter Board
members serving on the conference
Local Organizing Committee (LOC)
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and by forming a chapter committee
designated to support the LOC.
Leaders participated in a public
outreach event in June at the
Fermilab Natural Areas Discovery
Day near Chicago, Illinois to
educate the public about the MWGL
SER Chapter. Finally, the chapter
worked with SER to update the
chapter website so it has a more
modern structure and appealing
look.
Preparations for the 5th
Annual Meeting of the chapter have
begun and it will be held in Ohio in
April 2013.

SER New England Plans Their
First Solo Conference
This year the New England chapter
jointly hosted an exciting conference,
“Restoration on the Edge”, with the
SER Mid-Atlantic chapter. This
was the first conference SER-NE
has hosted, and it was a rewarding
and educational experience. The
experience was so rewarding that
the chapters is now in the midst of
planning their own conference for
2013. In other news, Board elections
were held in 2012 and several new
Board members were added. The
chapter looks forward to a productive
year ahead and plans to draw on the
expertise and enthusiasm of its new
Board members to further invigorate
the chapter.

SER Northwest Plans for 2013
Celebrations and New Programs
SERNW will be celebrating its 20th
Anniversary with a special event on
March 1, 2013, at the Mountaineers
Program Center in Seattle. Jerry
Franklin will be one of the featured
speakers, who will focus on
restoration accomplishments and

The SERNW Board at their summer retreat. From the left: Rolf Gersonde, Director at Large; Allison Warner,
President; Janice Martin, Program VP; Alaine Sommargren, Publications/Web; Jim Hallet, SER Board Rep.;
Betsy Birmingham, Secretary; Danielle Berardi, Student Rep.; Frank Reckendorf, Treasurer.

challenges in the last twenty years
and what the next twenty years of
restoration may bring. A reception/
party will be held with music, food
and refreshments from local sources,
and special recognitions to our
founding members will be made at the
event. As part of its 20th Anniversary
celebration, SERNW will launch
a new Restoration Walks program
in 2013, to highlight restoration
projects around the region. Members
who are interested in leading a
restoration walk, volunteering to help
organize walks, or who would like
to nominate a site for consideration
are encouraged to contact SERNW
Board member Betsy Bermingham
(bbermingham@anchorqea.com).
Volunteers are also needed to help
our program committee plan and
organize the 20th Anniversary event,
please contact SERNW20@gmail.
com if you are interested. SERNW
welcomes your involvement! The
SERNW Board has been busy with
planning, updating the website,

and preparing to re-establish its
student grant opportunities in 2013.
Conference planning for 2014 will
begin this next spring as well.

SER Ontario Holds Successful
Annual General Meeting and
Welcomes New Board Members
This past October, SER Ontario
held their AGM in beautiful Norfolk
County at the Bird Studies Canada
Headquarters and National Research
Centre. The AGM was held over
two days, with the Saturday agenda
including presentations showcasing
restoration projects in Carolinian
Canada, Norfolk County, restoration
of habitat for species at risk, legacies
of tree planting programs from
the early 20th century, restoration
planting plans and green roof
innovations. On Sunday, the group
was provided with a tour of St.
Williams Nursery and Ecology
Centre and three prairie restoration
sites in varying stages of succession.
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graduate presenter (David Toledo).
The new SER-Texas Board is already
planning their next conference,
which will be in Junction, TX, the
first weekend in November 2013.
For more information visit the SERTexas website.

The SER Texas A&M University Student Guild pitched in to
restore the Lost Pines Ecosystem in Bastro, Texas after a fire
devastated the area in 2011. The Guild extracted seeds from
the site and plan on returning germinated seeds in 2013.

SER-Ontario gives special thanks
to all those who helped organize
and host a very successful AGM.
The chapter is also very excited
to welcome several new Board
members to the SER Ontario team:
•
•
•
•

Nigel Finey – Field Trip
Coordinator
Ash Baron – Membership
Coordinator
April Mitchell – Professional
Communications
Rachel Voros – College/University
Outreach and Scholarships

SER-Ontario would like to thank all
its outgoing Board members for their
hard work.

Attendees took some time to bird watch at the
TXSER 2012 Annual Conference in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley. The conference was held
near the World Birding Center.

Texas Members Enjoy a
Successful Conference
SER Texas held their annual
conference in Weslaco, Texas, in
the far south of Texas, in November.
Attendees enjoyed a variety of field
trips to local parks and preserves that
feature rare sabal palm forests and
thornscrub vegetation. Presentations
covered a wide range of topics, from
restoration along the Rio Grande
to diatom community changes in
restored wetlands.
Chapter leaders presented awards
to the best undergraduate presenter
(Claire Afflerbach) and the best

SER Southeast Plans for the
Year Ahead
The Board of Directors for the
Southeastern Chapter of the Society
for Ecological Restoration recently
participated in a strategic planning
session to give the chapter focus
and direction for the next three
years. The Chapter will be working
towards better communications
with members and providing more
opportunities for education and
networking to pursue their vision to
“promote and support the practice of
ecological restoration”. Southeast’s
annual conference and chapter
meeting “Human Dimensions of
Ecological Restoration” will be held
March 12 – 14, 2013 at Gulf Hills
Hotel and Conference Center in
Ocean Springs, MS. Abstracts will
be accepted through February 1,
2013. For more information visit the
SER-SE chapter website.

3rd Ibero-American and Caribbean Conference on Ecological Restoration
Bogotá, Columbia I July 29-31, 2013
The 3rd Ibero-American and Caribbean Conference on Ecological Restoration (RIACRE)
will be held in Bogotá, Colombia from July 29-31, 2013. The conference theme is From
Ecological Restoration to Human Restoration, and in addition to the scientific and technical
aspects of ecological restoration, the program will examine the roles and responsibilities
of civil society, private industry and the public sector in restoration projects and programs
throughout Latin America and the Iberian Peninsula. Keynote speakers include James
Aronson from the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (France), Richard Hobbs
from the University of Western Australia, Francisco Comín from the Instituto Pirenaico de
Ecología-CSIC (España), Cristian Echeverría from the Universidad de Concepción (Chile), and Consuelo Bonfil
from the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. Registration opens in October 2012, and abstracts will be
accepted until April 30, 2013. For more information (in Spanish), visit http://www.congreso2013.redcre.com.
RIACRE is a network partner of SER and held their 2nd Annual Conference in conjunction with SER’s 4th World
Conference in Merida, Mexico in 2011.
SERNews 12

5th World Conference on Ecological Restoration
Madison,Wisconsin, USA October 6-11, 2013

Reflections on the Past, Directions for the Future

Call for Abstracts
SER will be accepting abstracts for oral and poster
presentations on or around January 15, 2013.
Prospective presenters should carefully review the
guidelines, evaluation, and submission process on
our website before submitting their abstracts. Click
here to learn more.

Become A Sponsor or Exhibitor
SER invites organizations, institutions, government
agencies and private companies to partner with
us at this exciting and important event. For more
information about sponsorship opportunities or to
reserve an exhibit space, visit the conference website
or contact us at info@ser2013.org.

SER Awards
Every two years in conjunction with the SER World
Conference, the Society recognizes individuals
or organizations that have made outstanding
achievements in advancing the craft, knowledge
and public awareness of ecological restoration.
Nominated individuals are assessed by the SER
Awards Committee and the award winners will be
announced during SER’s Gala Awards Dinner. To
learn more about how you can nominate a colleague
to receive an award during the SER2013 conference,
click here. Both SER member and non-members
are invited to participate.

Important Dates
•
•
•
•

February 2013 - Early registration opens
January - April 2013- Call for Abstracts
July 2013 - Early registration closes
July-September 2013- Regular registration

Celebating 25Years of Excellence in the Field of Ecological Restoration
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