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A Letter From SER Chair Steve Whisenant
Greetings from South Sudan! This the youngest and perhaps least developed
country in the world. Remarkably, the ecosystems are intact with the potential
to improve the lives of millions of impoverished people while maintaining a rich
diversity of organisms. Sadly, similar situations in other countries have seldom
achieved that potential. Neither ecosystems nor humans benefitted sustainably. I
don’t mention this to depress you, but to reinforce the importance of our cause.
The Society for Ecological Restoration - through its members - seeks to promote
ecological restoration as a means of sustaining the diversity of life on Earth and to
re-establish ecologically healthy relationships between nature and culture.
This year, 2013, is the 25th birthday of the Society for Ecological Restoration.
Preparations are currently underway for the 2013 World Conference on Ecological
Restoration in Madison, Wisconsin, October 6 – 11. Attending SER Conferences
is a rewarding experience. The opportunity to visit with restoration practitioners,
regulators, consultants, scientists, and volunteers never fails to enlighten and entertain. The opportunities for
making like-minded friends and building productive collaborations are immense. I encourage you to visit the SER
website to register, identify tours, and workshops of interest to you. This will be an exciting opportunity to learn,
network, and improve your knowledge and capabilities – whether you work locally or globally.
As you’ll read in this newsletter, SER is planning a grand event to celebrate our 25th anniversary. We’ve gathered
innovative and productive people in restoration, conservation, and sustainability from across the world. This
promises to be a stimulating conference that will help the restoration community connect with engaging speakers
like Paul Hawken, renowned conservationists like Alvaro Ugalde, and leading restoration and climate change
researcher, Margaret Palmer. Each of them will contribute to our collective ability to reestablish healthy relationships
between nature and culture.
Thank you for your membership and participation in the Society for Ecological Restoration and I hope to visit with
you in Madison.
Steve Whisenant, Chair
Society for Ecological Restoration

Call for SER Board of Director Nominations Now Open!
SER is accepting applications for nominations to its Board of Directors now through April 12, 2013. SER Board members
play an active role in setting the overall strategic direction of the Society. Any member of the Society may apply for
nomination. The Board expects eligible candidates to be fully committed to SER’s mission and have the capacity to
participate in the governance and financial development of SER. Please read the full Call for Board Nominations and the
complete requirements for candidates.
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Volunteer divers at Narragansett Bay hand plant
eelgrass shoots during low tide. © Save The Bay

In Rhode Island, USA, Narragansett Bay’s
shallow coves and embayments were once
carpeted by beds of eelgrass (Zostera
marina). These eelgrass beds supported
the Bay’s vibrant ecology, providing
food and nursery areas for many marine
species. William Wood, a visitor to the
Bay in 1634, noted that the lush eelgrass
growing in sandy shallows throughout the
Bay provided habitat for a “great store of
salt water eels.” Early settlers could catch a
bushel of eels in a night, which were often
cleaned and salted for winter.

Historical nautical charts in the mid-1800s show eelgrass beds along the Providence
River at the head of the Bay. During the 1930s much of the eelgrass succumbed to
a “wasting disease,” a widespread infection partly attributed to the slime mold
Labryinthula zosterae. Within two years, 90 percent of all eelgrass populations in
the North Atlantic (from Canada to North Carolina) had disappeared. In the mid1950s, eelgrass began to decline in Narragansett Bay due to worsening water quality.
Greenwich Cove, known as “Scalloptown,” was once home to a large scallop fishery
in Greenwich Bay, but that once-abundant population collapsed as a result of the loss
of eelgrass.
Eelgrass beds are susceptible to destruction and degradation by increased nutrient
loading from urban runoff, increased turbidity, and destruction by boat propellers
or invasive predators. The most significant threats to the remaining eelgrass beds in
Narragansett Bay are nutrient pollution from sewage and polluted runoff from the land.
Specific sources of these nutrients are septic systems, fertilizer runoff from lawns,
and wastewater treatment plant discharges. Declining water quality also increases the
likelihood for wasting disease to persist.
Eelgrass is one of the most diverse and productive underwater habitats found in North
America, providing protection for various species including bay scallops, quahogs,
blue crabs, lobsters and even the occasional sea horse. Tautog and other fish lay their
eggs on the surface of eelgrass leaves, and young starfish, snails, mussels, and other
creatures attach themselves to the plant. Studies in New England have documented the
occurrence of 40 species of fish and 9 species of invertebrates in eelgrass beds.
In addition to its value for marine life, eelgrass also protects our shoreline by dampening
wave energy and reducing coastal erosion. Eelgrass can stabilize sediments and filters
nutrients from the water column. As new growth replaces older eelgrass leaves, the
dead leaves decay, becoming a valuable source of organic matter for microorganisms
at the base of the food chain. Additionally, an international team of researchers found
that seagrass world-wide is an unparalleled carbon sink, storing twice as much carbon
(on a per unit basis) than temperate and tropical forests.
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Eelgrass planted by volunteers and Save The Bay staff grows at Narragansett
Bay in Rhode Island. © Save The Bay

Eelgrass Restoration
Eelgrass restoration is a complicated venture due
to the simple fact that seagrass beds are extremely
sensitive to water quality levels. Therefore, many areas
that once supported eelgrass beds are unsuitable for
restoration. There are two main restoration arguments
with regards to seagrass. Some scientists argue that
seagrass restoration efforts should focus exclusively on
water quality improvement, with the belief that once the
right conditions are established, seagrass will naturally
recolonize. Many others believe that in areas where water
quality is improving, physical restoration of seagrass
through transplantation or seeding can accelerate the
plant’s re-establishment.
Eelgrass restoration efforts began in Rhode Island in the
mid-1990s with funding from World Prodigy oil spill
mitigation settlement funds. In 2001, the University
of Rhode Island received funding from CICEET
(Cooperative Institute for Coastal and Estuarine
Environmental Technology) to investigate the use of
seed-based techniques for eelgrass restoration. Seeds
offer some distinct advantages over the use of whole
plants. They are less detrimental to the donor site,
easier to transport and easier to collect (the collection of
millions of seeds can be done with minimal investment
of time and labor). They also increase the genetic
diversity of the restored site. URI conducted experiments
in eelgrass seeding density, germination, planting depth
and seedling survival and used the results to guide the
development of a mechanized eelgrass seeding machine.
This patented seeding machine used a specialized pump
to transfer a seed/gel mixture from the boat to a sled that
rides on the sediment surface. The sled then creates a
furrow for planting and injects the seed/gel mixture into
the sediment. The results from early spring germination
counts were promising, however, predation in late spring
caused large losses of seedlings by the summer at sites in
Narragansett Bay.
In 2001, Save The Bay used a site selection model
adopted from Fred Short at The University of New
Hampshire and conducted 19 test transplants throughout

Narragansett Bay to identify suitable transplant
sites. In 2002, with funding from the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and NOAA’s
Community-based Restoration Program, Save The Bay
began conducting large-scale restoration projects around
Narragansett Bay based upon the results of the test
transplants.
Eelgrass shoots were harvested from two sites at the
southern end of Narragansett Bay–Kings Beach in
Newport and Fort Getty in Jamestown–and these
eelgrass beds were monitored before and after harvests to
ensure that they were not adversely impacted. Volunteer
SCUBA divers dug up small clumps of eelgrass from the
beds, passing them to kayakers who collected the clumps
and brought them to shore where the clumps were placed
in a mesh basket and rinsed to remove excess sediment.
Rinsed eelgrass was then brought farther inshore for
sorting and bundling by another team of volunteers. The
harvested shoots were then replanted at selected sites in
the Bay.

Volunteers count and bundle eelgrass harvested by divers and transported
to volunteers on the shore in catch-bags by kaykers. © Save The Bay

During the first four years, the restoration team tested
the methods, looking at both eelgrass survival and
diver safety. During the 2001 through 2003 transplant
season, the TERF© (Transplanting Eelgrass Remotely
with Frames) method was used. Two individual shoots
were placed rhizome-to-rhizome and attached to a cross
section on the frame with a paper (biodegradable) tie.
Each frame contained either 50 or 100 shoots per frame.
The frames were then dropped from a boat and placed
by a snorkeler or SCUBA diver in the water. The frames
were retrieved 3-5 weeks later after roots were secured
in the substrate. Any shoots that came up with the frame
were immediately planted by hand using SCUBA.
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In 2005, Save The Bay revised their transplant
methodology and began hand-transplanting eelgrass
by SCUBA divers to optimize shoot survival and
monitoring efforts while reducing logistical concerns
and increasing diver safety. The SCUBA divers became
underwater farmers, planting the eelgrass shoots with
bamboo skewers soaked in water to make them pliable.
Fifty shoots were planted per 0.25m2 quadrat. Upon
completing each quadrat, plots were checked for quality
control prior to moving on to further planting. The
restoration effort was very labor intensive and could not
have been accomplished at such a scale without a cadre
of dedicated volunteers.
After transplants were conducted, Save The Bay staff
returned to monitor the eelgrass transplant sites at the
end of the growing season and conducted shoot counts.
Beds have been continually monitored for five years
after restoration.

50 to 100 eelgrass shoots were used in each TERF© and then dropped from
a boat into the bay. A snorkler or diver then placed each TERF© on the bay

Monitoring and Future Plans
In 2011, Save the Bay began their next phase of eelgrass
restoration including test transplants in the mid- and
upper bay to identify new locations where large-scale
transplants may be viable. The numerous test transplant
sites planted north of Prudence Island over the last 10
years have not survived, with poor water quality as the
likely cause. Since no new sites for large-scale restoration
transplants have been identified, Save the Bay continued
conducting test transplants and monitoring both the

Side scan of the Prudence Island Transplant. Image courtsey of Oakley,
Alvarez, Tarasevich, and Boothroyd, 2006 University of Rhode Island

restoration sites and natural beds. Future test transplants
will be an important tool for monitoring the impact of
water quality improvements such as nutrient upgrades
at area wastewater treatment plants, completion of
Narragansett Bay Commission’s Combined Sewer
Overflow project, replacement of failing cesspools and
treatment of storm water runoff. Test transplants will
also identify viable large-scale transplant sites once
water quality improvements are realized.
In June 2012, aerial photographs of eelgrass in Rhode
Island waters were completed through the Eelgrass
Mapping Taskforce, a multi-organizational group. The
effort was led by Save The Bay, the Narragansett Bay
National Estuarine Research Reserve, the University of
Rhode Island Environmental Data Center, and the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, with additional funding from
numerous other sources. In the fall of 2012 and spring of
2013, Save The Bay, the University of Rhode Island, and
additional partners will ground- truth the aerial images
to verify the presence of eelgrass versus macroalgae/
seaweed at the sites identified from the aerial mapping.
The results will be compared to mapping completed in
2006 to assess changes in eelgrass acreage in the last
six years. A report and atlas will be available when
the project is complete. The aerial images will also be
used for a statewide assessment of salt marsh response
to increased sea level and higher than predicted tides
that have occurred over the last three growing seasons.

New Members Get $10 Off Until March 31!
SER is offering a $10 discount to new members until March 31, 2013. Any new member who joins both SER and one of our
14 regional chapters will recieve a $10 discount. Simply enter code ChapPromo2013 at the end your new member form. To
find out more about the chapter in your region, click here. New members can join SER through SER’s Membership Page.
To receive the discount you must be a new member, join an SER chapter, and SER international.
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5th World Conference on Ecological Restoration
Madison,Wisconsin, USA October 6-11, 2013

Reflections on the Past, Directions for the Future
DO IT NOW! The deadline for abstract submissions to On Sunday evening, SER board,
our Fifth World Conference on Ecological Restoration is
May 1! Get your abstract in now so you can be a part of
the program! Whether you are presenting or not, make
sure you register and book your hotel to ensure you get the
early bird rate and find the lodging you want. Go to www.
ser2013.org for information about abstract submissions
and online registration.

WHY COME TO MADISON IN OCTOBER?
SER2013 will be the ecological restoration event of
the year. We will be celebrating many great strides in
ecological restoration as well as SER’s 25th Anniversary.
The conference will be held in Madison, Wisconsin, a
landscape that has deep historical roots with the restoration
movement. There are 80 symposia and workshops
confirmed for the conference that will bring in people
from all across the globe. You can read a list of confirmed
symposia here. We are also very excited to announce that
the weekend prior to the conference – Saturday, October
4 to Sunday, October 5 – SER is offering seven different
training courses to be held at the Pyle Center on the
University of Wisconsin-Madison campus.
On Sunday, October 5, SER’s Local Organizing
Committee is planning two separate volunteer restoration
projects for conference attendees: one at the Lakeshore
Nature Preserve along Lake Mendota and the other
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum.
These “Make a Difference” events will offer food and
refreshments for all volunteers, but spaces are limited and
only available to conference registrants.

staff and volunteers will greet
you on the roof of the Monona
Conference Center overlooking
Lake Monona for the conference
Welcome Ceremony. There will be
food, drink, and local entertainment.
Monday, October 6 at 8 AM is
the start of the formal conference
program. After introductions from
our Conference Chair and Executive
Paul Hawken
Director, our keynote speaker Paul
Hawken will discuss the role of restoration in preserving
natural capital and addressing global challenges.
The rest of the week will be filled with speakers like Alvaro
Ugalde, the father of Costa Rica’s National Parks System
and founder of the Nectandra Institute, which helps rural
communities in Costa Rica protect and restore watersheds
and degraded farmlands. Chippewa tribe member Roger
LaBine will discuss his work restoring
wild rice beds and teaching the ancient
practice of wild rice harvesting to
younger generations with the Native
Wild Rice Coalition. A number of U.S.
federal agencies involved in restoration
and foreign governments are also
sending top representatives to share
news about national and international
Alvaro Ugalde
restoration projects and programs
We’ll offer you a chance to unwind in the evenings
with special receptions. We’ll have a Poster Session
and Reception, a Student Reception, and the SER Gala
Awards Dinner.
You’ll need to save enough energy for Friday when we’ll
give you a chance to explore the Wisconsin landscape in
a field trip led by an expert guide. Our Local Organizing
Committee has planned 23 different field trips to
restoration sites and places of interest. See http://www.
ser2013.org/program/field-trips/ for more details.

Mist hangs over the Curtis Prairie at the UW-Madison Aboretum, the site
of one of the “Make A Difference Day” events. © University of Wisconsin-Madison Aboretum

Sign up for SER2013 on the the Conference Online
Registration Page.
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Members in the News
From Trash to Treasure - Landfills
as Habitat for Pollinators

Trading Wetlands No Longer a
Deal with The Devil

According to a study recently
published in SER’s peer-reviewed
journal
Restoration
Ecology,
flowers and pollinating insects can
thrive in restored landfills. The
authors, Sam Tarrant, Jeff Ollerton,
Md Lutfor Rahman, Joanna Tarrant,
and Duncan McCollin, wanted to find
out if landfills could help stem the
threat of habitat loss for pollinating
insects throughout Europe. The team
compared nine restored landfills
to well-preserved grasslands in the
United Kingdom. They found 63
flowering plant species at the landfills
and 74 species at the preserved
grasslands. The two types of sites also
hosted similar numbers of pollinating
insect species, including bumblebees
and hoverflies. England and Wales
have about 28,000 hectares of
working landfills, and about 100 sites
close per year. When a landfill closes,
clay and soil are usually laid over the
surface. Some sites are also covered
with grass seed and fertilizer. To
read the full news report, click here.
If you have a Restoration Ecology
subscription, click here to read the
full article.

Research from the University of
Illinois released by SER member
and ecologist Jeffrey Matthews
and co-authors, outlines a new
framework that could make the
“Faustian Bargains” over wetland
restoration sites result in more
environmentally-positive outcomes.
The article introduces a new model
that illustrates three factors that limit
the technical success of biodiversity
offsets – time lags, uncertainty, and
measurability of the value being
offset – and offers recommendations
for improving policies. Click here for
the full article, “Faustian bargains?
Restoration realities in the context
of biodiversity offset policies” in
Biological Conservation.

Student Receives Undergraduate
Award from SER-Texas
Trinity University senior, and SER
member, Claire Afflerbach aspires
to be a veterinarian, but during the
last two years she has spent much
of her time in the research lab of
SER member and ecologist Kelly
Lyons, Associate Professor of
Biology investigating the competitive

SER member and Trinity University senior, Claire
Afflerbach recieved an award as best presenter at
the SER-Texas 2012 Chapter Conference. Photo
by Anh-Viet Dinh

dynamics between native and invasive
grasses in Texas. The Texas chapter
of SER awarded Afflerbach its 2012
Best Undergraduate Presenter Award
for her presentation of the paper “The
influence of mycorrhizal fungi and
nitrogen on competition between
native and invasive perennial grass
species” (Her co-authors include
Lyons and Eddy Kwessi, assistant
professor of mathematics, as well
as undergraduate researchers Ryan
Rabat and Katherine Banick).
“We’ve put a lot of work into it, so
it’s rewarding to be able to present
it. The other students and I would go
out to the field at five in the morning,
then we’d be back to the lab around
three [in the afternoon], and then
we’d stay in the greenhouse until
10 p.m. on some nights. It was just
such a big experiment. There were
around 360 pots of grass that we were
responsible for, so it was just a huge
undertaking,” Afflerbach said. “It’s
also really fun going to conferences –
we get to travel, dress up, talk to likeminded people – it’s just really fun
and exciting.” To learn more about
Afflerbach and Lyon’s research, click
here.

Garden Guys Green Revolution
Talk Radio
The Garden Guys Green Revolution
Talk Radio is a weekly internet
radio show that presents listeners
with information about the tools,
methods and topics for ‘green living.’
SER member Randy Mandel, a
restoration ecologist and Senior
Scientist for Golder Associates in
Colorado, recently spoke to ‘The
Garden Guys’ about restoration
ecology, ecovars, and other important
components of healthy ecological
systems. Mandel spoke about
founding the Rocky Mountain Native
Plant Company, creating his own
heirloom fruit orchard, and restoring
peat fens above the City of Aspen. He
detailed the complex process required
for ecosystem restoration. To listen to
Mandel’s guest spot, click here.

The SER Member Directory is Here!
The SER Member Directory gives members access to a unique space where they can connect with others who are
passionate about the field of ecological restoration. The Member Directory will help you stay up-to-date with your
SER membership, connect with other SER members in your region and around the world, and allow you to share your
restoration experiences with the SER community. Members will be able to perform targeted searches, manage and edit
their own profiles, and privately connect with other SER members. Click here to login and get started!
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New Books & Articles
Ecological
Edition

Restoration

2nd us. In a wide variety of settings,

By James Aronson and Andre Clewell

The latest SER-Island Press title
by Andre F. Clewell and James
Aronson offers a comprehensive
and coherent account of the
field for everyone who initiates,
finances, designs, administers,
issues
government
permits
for, manages, and implements
Assessing and Restoring Natural ecological restoration projects, and
Resources in Post-Conflict all those who serve in supportive
Peacebuilding
roles. Originally published in 2007,
this revised edition presents new
Edited by David Jensen and Steven developments and current trends in
Lonergan
the field. Click here to purchase a
copy of this new book from the SER
When a country emerges from Island Press series.
violent conflict, the management
of the environment and natural Enter promo code 2SER at checkout
resources has important implications for your 25% SER member discount!
for short-term peace-building and
long-term stability. This is especially
true if natural resources were a factor
in the conflict or play a major role in
the economy. But the restoration of
natural resources has only recently
become an essential component
of post-conflict peace-building.
This book examines the postconflict environmental damage and
resource degradation in more than
twenty countries and territories and
the implications on human health,
livelihood, and security. Assessing
and Restoring Natural Resources
in Post-Conflict Peace-building is
part of a global initiative to identify
and analyze lessons in post-conflict Green Vs. Grey: Natures Solution
peace-building and natural resource to Infrastructure Demands
management. The project has
generated six books of case studies Over the past three centuries,
and analyses, with contributions by industrializing
societies
have
practitioners, policy makers, and pursued – with almost religious zeal,
researchers. Other books address in some cases – the substitution of
high-value resources, land, water, nature’s services with technological
livelihoods, and governance. Click alternatives. The time to reverse
here to learn more about this title.
that substitution trend may be upon

from water purification to climate
change adaptation, investors are
increasingly considering green
infrastructure solutions to achieve
the same environmental outcomes
as traditional “gray” infrastructure.
Here, the authors present the
contours of a general methodology
called green-gray analysis (GGA)
and demonstrate its usefulness in
a green-gray trade-off facing the
Portland Water District in Maine.
Results provide evidence for the
superiority of green investments in
several scenarios, through a purely
financial point of view. When
ancillary benefits, such as carbon
sequestration or passive-use values
for Atlantic salmon are factored
in, the case becomes even more
compelling. Click here to read the
full article in Solutions Journal.

Environmental Threat Map
Highlights
Great
Lakes
Restoration Challenge
A comprehensive map tells the
story of humans’ impact on
the Great Lakes, identifying
how “environmental stressors,”
stretching from Minnesota to
Ontario, are shaping the future
of an ecosystem that contains 20
percent of the world’s fresh water.
In an article published online in
the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, a group led
by researchers at the University of
Michigan, report on the detailed
effort to map and compare the five
Great Lakes.
The detailed map of a watershed
spanning nearly 900 miles is the
first to account explicitly for all
major types of stressors on the lakes
in a quantitative and finely-scaled
manner. To read the full article,
click here.
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New Books & Articles
of the Iraqi marshlands re-flooded
their land, restored their beloved
homes, and returned to their unique
lifestyle so rooted in the marsh
ecosystem. Intertwined with this
tale of ecological redemption is the
author’s journey as she accompanies
her husband on his return to his
native Iraq, risking both life and
sanity as they struggle to help revive
a once-vital ecosystem amidst the
turbulence of war and civil chaos.
To learn more about this book, click
here.

inform agenda-setting for further
work on the economics of water and
wetlands. Click here to download
the full TEEB Water and Wetlands
report.

The Economics of Ecosystems
and Biodiversity (TEEB): For
Water and Wetlands Report

Eden Again- Hope in the Marshes
More often than not, governments’
of Iraq
By Suzanne Alwash

Few people realize that southern
Iraq is home to one of the world’s
largest wetlands, similar in scale
and significance to the iconic
Florida Everglades. Sumerians built
the world’s first cities on its shores,
and religious scholars suggest
these marshlands are possibly the
site of the Garden of Eden. But
during the 1990s, forces other than
God and nature intervened when
Saddam Hussein intentionally set
about destroying this rare watery
landscape. Eden Again is the
remarkable story of how the people

policies and decisions do not
adequately account for the true
economic value of water systems and
wetlands. The Ramsar Secretariat,
in partnership with UNEP TEEB
office and other international
institutions, created this report to
drive policy momentum, business
commitment,
and
investment
in the conservation, restoration,
and better use of wetlands. It
presents recommendations on
“mainstreaming” the value of water
and wetlands into policy-making.
The report identifies major gaps
and inconsistencies in current
knowledge of the economics of
water and wetlands, in order to

From Sea to Source: International
Guidance for the Restoration of
Fish Migration Highways
The condition of aquatic and
oceanic fauna and flora has been
declining ever since humans first
began manipulating waterways.
Informed by collaborations and
partnerships with fisheries and
resource professionals around the
world, From Sea to Source bolsters
the case for restoring free migration
for all species of fish. To read the
full guidance, click here.

SER Has A New Office Manager- Welcome, Erynn!
SER recently welcomed new Office Manager, Erynn Hall to the SER team. Erynn earned
a BS in Agricultural Economics with a concentration in Resource Management and a Dual
Track in Accounting from Colorado State in 2008. While in Colorado, Erynn was president
of the Environmental Action Collective, a community group that organized and fundraised
for Earth Day Fort Collins. The group worked closely with local farmers to educate them
about sustainable agricultural practices. After graduating, Erynn spent a year traveling Fiji and
New Zealand, learning about fishing- based island economies and sheep and wool farming
while exploring the unique New Zealand landscape. Erynn is especially passionate about helping small businesses and
non-profits, such as farmer’s markets, learn to grow and thrive. Erynn is currently completing her MBA in Finance at
American University and hopes to use her graduate education in her new role with SER.
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SER Chapter News
SER Northwest Celebrates 20 Years of Restoration
The Northwest Chapter of SER (SER-NW) hosted its 20th Anniversary
Celebration March 1st in Seattle, Washington at the Mountaineers
Program Center. The celebration, attended by more than 150
people, featured renowned University of Washington Professor Of
Ecosystem Analysis Jerry Franklin and natural resource economist
David Batker. Known for his role in forest management, Franklin
addressed the broad picture of restoration of Northwest ecosystems
over the last 20 years. Batker, whose non-profit Earth Economics
is involved in projects valuing ecosystem services, spoke about
the value of ecosystem restoration and the future of restoration of
the Cascadia Bioregion. Steven Bosak, SER Executive Director,
presented SER-NW with a certificate for 20 years of actively
promoting the science and practice of ecological restoration.

SER-NW Chair, Allison Warner presents Warren
Gold with an award for co-founding the University of
Washington Restoration Ecology Network with Kern
Ewing. L-R: Warren Gold, Allison Warner, Steve Bosak

Anne Shaffer, founder and Executive Director of the Coastal
Watershed Institute (CWI), a non-profit organization working to promote long-term, ecological, and communitybased stewardship of marine and terrestrial ecosystems, was presented with the SER-NW Conservationist of the
Year Award. Anne’s work in ecological restoration as a marine biologist and with the CWI has spanned more
than 20 years. The SER-NW Special Award was presented in honor of the 20th Anniversary to the University of
Washington Restoration Ecology Network. Founded in 1999, the network is a capstone restoration program which
works with community partners and faculty to provide hands-on restoration research and
experiences. Over the last 13 years, participating students have accomplished 75 restoration
projects in cooperation with 37 partners, ranging from local and regional governments to
private landowners.

Winner of the SER-NW
Conservationist of the Year
Award, Anne Shaffer

On March 2nd, Anniversary attendees were also able to take part in the first of a series of
Restoration Walks. This first walk, led by Dyanne Sheldon, took participants through a
restored wetland and pond area at Seattle’s Magnussen Park, a former Air Force base.
The Restoration Walk initiative will allow groups from across the Cascadia Bioregion to
participate in the SERNW 20th Anniversary. To register a Restoration Walk email Chapter
Secretary, Betsy Bermingham.

SER-Europe Leaps into 2013

their presence on social media
sites. Chapter leaders also launched
The SER-Europe Chapter has taken an initiative to share professional
a serious step forward over the past knowledge over the internet, the
year. The chapter had a successful SER Europe Knowledge Base.
2012 conference, focused on NearNatural Restoration, with many Chapter members were closely
thanks to Karel Prach, Klara involved in the recent launch of
Rehounkova, and many other the ‘Evaluation of Ecological
volunteer organizers! Having Restoration in the North EvRest,’
gained official status as an NGO in which aims at evaluating restoration
Europe, the Chapter is working hard outcomes and adaptive management
to get involved in European policy in Nordic ecosystems. Finally, SER
formulation in Brussels, Belgium. Europe members organized several
With the launch of a new website, courses and meetings on ecological
the chapter created a new SER- restoration in Spain, Algeria, and
Europe Newsletter and increased France.

SER-Europe looks forward to a
promising 2013. In May 2013 in
France, the chapter will offer an
excellent learning opportunity:
Summer School on “Restoration of
Mediterranean Ecosystems”. Earlier
in the spring, the International
Workshop AWARE (Approaches
in Wetland Restoration), will take
place in Poland (April 2013), with a
focus on fens. Finally, preparations
for the 9th European Conference on
Ecological Restoration, with a focus
on the Restoration of Ecosystem
Services, 3-8 August 2014, Oulu,
Finland have begun – mark your
agendas!
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SER Texas Plans A November British Columbia. If you have news cheatgrass/wildfire cycle in the
items, events, project examples, or Great Basin”, and nearly a dozen
Conference
Preparations for the SER Texas
Annual Conference are underway.
The conference is scheduled for
November 1-3, 2013 in Junction,
Texas. The chapter will hold
a Chapter Board Meeting and
conference scouting trip in Junction
in early March to check out the
site, identify field trips, and discuss
speakers and presenters. For more
information visit the SER-Texas
website.

SER Southeast Seeks New
Chapter Leaders
The SER Southeast Chapter
recently held its 2013 Annual
Chapter Meeting, in Ocean Springs,
Mississippi. The theme of this year’s
meeting was Human Dimensions of
Ecological Restoration. After the
meeting, the Chapter will focus
on publicizing its new 3-year
Strategic Plan to chapter members
and non-members. They will also
be developing a communications
strategy including social media
and website resources to share
information with their active
membership.
The Chapter leadership is looking
for new board members to represent
the varied interests of the region. If
you are interested in participating as
a Board member of SER-Southeast,
please email Leah Bray.

SER British Columbia Boosts its
Media Presence
SER-BC is boosting its media
presence in 2013! The Chapter
seeks to hire a part-time Media
Coordinator to keep their website,
newsletter, Facebook, and Twitter
accounts active and relevant to
everyone working towards restoring

job opportunities that you would
like to post, please send them to
restoreBC@gmail.com. If you think
you would be an excellent SERBC Media Coordinator, please stay
tuned to the SER-BC website for
application details.

other presentations by members
on topics such as: native plant
development, regulatory constraints
on restoration, post-fire soil stability
and dust, and interactive effects
of climate and genetics on native
plant establishment. The chapter is
looking forward to co-sponsoring
SER New England Plans Their field trips this summer. It also
First Solo Conference
plans on developing an award to
recognize individuals whose careers
The SER New England Chapter is have impacted restoration in the
busy planning a conference in their Great Basin.
region. The event will be the first
time the chapter has spearheaded
its own conference, having held a
successful joint meeting with SER
Mid-Atlantic in 2012. More details
will be given as the conference
comes together. In addition, SERNE continues to work towards
increasing their membership and
presence in the New England region.
To that end, chapter leaders are
planning a 2013 field trip series and
developing a student scholarship
program. Their popular conference
calendar and job announcement Newly elected CeSER Treasurer, Tim Hoelzle
services will continue to circulate
these exciting new developments as SER Central Rockies Builds
they take shape. Check out the re- Momentum
launched SER-NE Chapter website.
The SER Central Rockies Chapter
SER Great Basin Represents SER (CeRSER) continues to grow and
at Local Conferences
build momentum heading into 2013.
With a revision of chapter bylaws at
The SER Great Basin Chapter the end of 2012, the chapter split
is now in its second year and the duties of Secretary/Treasurer
has gained nearly 40 members. into two positions. CeRSER held
Administratively, leaders are near an election for the new Treasurer
finalizing the 501(c)3 application position in January and Tim Hoelzle
for the chapter. At the Second was elected. Tim is an Associate
Annual Great Basin Consortium Ecologist with Great Ecology and
in Boise, Idaho in January, chapter the Office Manager for the Denver
members and leaders had a strong branch of the firm. He specializes in
showing. Presentations included a the repair of degraded ecosystems,
poster specifically describing the with particular expertise in the
chapter, a keynote presentation from reclamation of lands disturbed by
Mike Pellant entitled “Reflections mining and energy development,
after 30 years of tackling the invasive species management,
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and wetland habitat restoration.
Brett Wolk, the former CerSER
Secretary/Treasurer
will
now
serve as CeRSER Secretary for the
remainder of his term.
Now that the chapter leadership is
in place, chapter leaders are turning
their attention to plans for the coming
year. The chapter looks forward to
serving the CeRSER membership
with workshops, evening pub
lectures, training sessions and other
fun events and activities. Be sure to
check out the brand new CeRSER
web page to learn about upcoming
events and opportunities. Chapter
leaders are especially thanksful to
the hard work of SER and CeRSER
webmaster Jayne Jonas for getting
their new page up and running.

Puzzle: From Backyard Habitat
to Landscape Scale” – seems to
be an attractive one, capturing a
wide array of restoration efforts
across the Mid-Atlantic region and
beyond. Thanks to a particularly
generous contribution from PEPCO
Holdings Inc., the chapter is now
able to offer more than twice as
many student scholarships as they
did for last year’s conference. The
chapter urges anyone within striking
distance of Metro D.C. to attend. All
details are now posted on the newly
enhanced chapter website.

information needed for the strategic
planning process and a summary of
the results is nearing completion.
Chapter leaders are putting the
finishing touches on a questionnaire
to send to the MWGL membership.

SER Southwest Attends Local
Conferences

Leaders of the SER Southwest
Chapter (SER-SW), along with
representatives
from
other
Chapters (e.g., Great Basin, Central
Rockies), will attend the upcoming
National Native Seed Conference
in Santa Fe, New Mexico (April
Spread the word!
8–11). At the conference, leaders
SER Midwest Great Lakes Plan hope to reach out to new potential
members. With their first year as an
for Its April Conference
SER chapter under their belt, SERThe SER Midwest-Great Lakes SW continues to actively seek new
SER Mid-Atlantic Gears Up for Chapter
(SER-MWGL)
has members. Please visit their website
its 8th Annual Conference
officially been designated as a to join and to view the geographic
501(c)3 nonprofit organization region that they represent.
What has two workshops, four by the United States IRS. The
field trips, a full day of plenary Chapter is thankful for the support
and concurrent sessions, plus an they received from SER in their SER Student Association
awesome Poster Pub? You guessed application process. MWGL is
News
it, the SER Mid-Atlantic 8th Annual preparing for their Fifth Annual
Conference!
Meeting that will be held in Wooster,
Ohio on April 12-14, 2013, at the CSU-SER Supports Student
The Big Event is just around the Ohio Agricultural Research and Restoration Training
corner – March 28-30 – and is Development Center. More than
back at the University of Maryland, 45 abstracts for posters and oral In 2012, the Colorado State
College Park, where SER-MA presentations have been received, University Student Association
held its 2011 conference. This two plenary sessions and three was active on and off campus
year’s theme – “Pieces of the symposia have been organized, with various events, seminars and
and tours and field trips have been restoration initiatives. In May, the
planned. Nearly 130 attendees Association held their Third Annual
are expected at the 5th Annual Native Plant Sale where they sold
donated shrubs, forbs and grasses
Conference.
that members planted and reared
Keynote speaker Mohan Wali, from throughout the spring semester.
The Ohio State University, will The sale was a great fundraiser
present “Ecosystem Restoration: for the Association, helping to
The Bedrock of Sustainability.” raise awareness of local flora and
The Chapter is continuing work on encouraging residents to incorporate
a five-year strategic plan. MWGL’s them into their gardens. With the
Attendee’s mingle during the 2012 SER-MA Board Members have completed money raised, the Association
a questionnaire that provides was able to send five students
Conference Poster Pub.
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to the Rocky Mountain Energy
Epicenter Technical Workshop
on Reclamation and provided 20
annual student memberships to the
Wildlands Restoration Volunteers
(WRV). The group partnered
with WRV, a volunteer-based
organization that teaches and trains
people about the local environment
through a variety of restoration
projects, and attended the Summer
Lake Saddle Restoration event and
Crew Leader Training Program.
The Association also hosted
monthly speakers that presented
on native seed propagation,
careers in restoration, and student
partnerships with erosion and
water quality industry practitioners.
This spring the students look
forward to hosting an outdoor
concert, presenting on stormwater
management, coordinating another
WRV restoration initiative, holding
their 4th Annual Native Plant Sale,
and providing student scholarships
to the SER2013 conference.

University
of
Washington
Salvages Native Plants
The University of Washington
Student Association (SER-UW) has
been busy! In December members,
Jim Cronan, Brooke Cassell and
Katherine Wyatt, presented their
graduate research at the Association
for Fire Ecology conference in
Portland, OR. In February, the
group spent a sunny day installing
a slew of salvaged sword fern,
blackcap raspberry, salal, oregon
grape, twin flower and western
hemlock seedlings at their oncampus restoration site.
On March 2nd the guild will be
partnering with the King County
Native Plant Salvage Program to
salvage native plants from a site that
is slated for a housing development.

CSU-SER members at the Association’s 3rd
Annual Native Plant sale in May 2012

The 2013 TAMU-SER members pose for a
photo in their greenhouse

The plants will be used around King
County for restoration, as well as
for planting at the UW campus
sites. Several more work parties are
coming up this spring as well as a
campus-wide Earth Day celebration
and restoration event in partnership
with the student-run UW Campus
Sustainability Fund Program.

grow native plants. UMSER strives
to return natural areas around
Missoula to a more wild state and
get the community involved with
restoration.

Texas A&M University Joins 800
Students to Reforest Bastrop
State Park

University of Montana Pitches in The Texas A&M Society for
Ecological Restoration Student
at Twin Creek in Missoula
The University of Montana Student
Association (UMSER) members are
getting their hands dirty in Missoula,
Montana. Each semester, students
help restore the M-trail on
Missoula’s famous Mt. Sentinel.
They pull invasive weeds, plant
native plants, maintain fences, and
cover up social trails that cause
erosion. Recently, they helped with
restoration efforts at Twin Creek, an
old placer mining claim that is being
restored near Missoula. UMSER
members took willow cuttings to
help stabilize the banks of the newly
reconstructed stream channel, and
also worked alongside of other
students to plant thousands of native
trees and sedges. Coming up they
will be hosting another volunteer
day along the M-trail. They will also
be teaching elementary and middleschool aged students how to identify
native and invasive plant species
and how to plant, maintain, and

Association (TAMU SER) is well
into a busy spring semester. In
January, TAMU SER planted 1,000
loblolly pine seeds and continues
to care for them. The group joined
forces with nearly 800 Texas A&M
University students in an effort to
plant an estimated 30,000 loblolly
pine seedlings in Bastrop State Park
as part of the Lost Pines Recovery
Campaign. The park was decimated
by fire in 2011. The Lost Pines were
once part of a unique pine-oak forest
ecosystem.

UWSP Restores Habitat at Rare
Earth Farms in Wisconsin
In the last couple of weeks, the
University of Wisconsin Stevens
Point Student Association drove
down to Rare Earth Farms, near
Blanchardville, Wisconsin for a
local restoration project. The land is
owned by Chuck Bauer and Chuck
Beckwith and they have been in
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Temple University Plans On plants native to the county and
develop a list of plant stock needed
Campus Restoration Projects
SER’s
Temple
University
Student Association, in the
Philadelphia area in the U.S. state
of Pennsylvania, started in the
spring of 2012. Most association
members are students in the
Masters in Landscape Architecture
The UWSP Student Association at Rare Earth program who are concentrating on
Ecological Restoration. The group
Farms in Blanchardville, Wisconsin in 2013
meets weekly to discuss upcoming
conferences, ecological restoration
the process of restoring the various
issues, and the group’s projects and
habitats on the land since the 1970s.
activities on campus.
Students helped move and burn
brush in an oak woodland in order
Within its first year, the association
to prepare it for burning once the
has organized lectures by guest
snow melts.
restoration practitioners, started a
In March, the Association will native plant nursery, and planned
host a speaker and volunteer at the an on-campus restoration project.
Aldo Leopold Foundation, one of The association has used its nursery
the SER’s 2013 world conference to store seed and plant cuttings; its
also developed a plan to inventory
partners.

for future restoration projects on
campus. Currently, the group is
growing stock from cuttings for a
stream bank restoration project in
an adjacent township.

Temple University Students remove invasives to
make fascines at a local restoration site

Why Restore?

Enter the Island Press and SER Student Video Contest to Win a $500 Scholarship
This probably isn’t the first time you’ve been asked that question, but here’s your chance to share your answer
with the world. Produce a video no longer than four minutes that addresses the question “Why Restore?” You can
share details of an ecological restoration project you started, facilitated, or in which you participated that explores
restoration, its importance to ecology and the broader environment, and its impact on the community at large.
Rules: Contest is open to students and early-career professionals no more than two years out of school. Videos must
be one to four minutes in duration and you can work individually or in teams of up to four. Videos must be uploaded
to YouTube (include tags “islandpress,” “SER2013,” and “restorevideo”) and entrants must email restorevideo@
islandpress.org with the full name(s), email address(es), and academic or professional affiliation(s) of each person in
the team, a link to the video, and a 400-word description of the project by September 1, 2013. See www.islandpress.
org/restorevideo for complete rules and contest details.
Judging: The top five videos will be choosen by popular vote. Voting will be open to the public from September 3
– 8, 2013. A panel of judges chosen by SER and Island Press will review the five videos that receive the most votes.
From the top five, the judges will choose the winning video based on criteria that include adherence to the principles
of ecological restoration, quality of presentation, and persuasiveness of the argument for the merits of ecological
restoration.
Prize: The winning video will receive a total of $500 to apply towards travel expenses associated with attending
SER2013 where the winner will be announced. If none of the winners choose to attend the conference, the scholarship
may be applied to support the studies of students or the work of young professionals. In conjunction with the
conference, Island Press will issue a press release highlighting the winning video and the four other popular vote
winners. Island Press will also offer the winner(s) the opportunity to work with its publishing team to author a short
electronic book on restoration for inclusion in the Island Press E-ssentials series.
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