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World Conference Brings a Flock of Restoration
Professionals to the Mississippi Flyway
By Levi Wickwire, SER Program Manager

Like a flock of sandhill cranes descending on a
summer marsh, restoration professionals from around
the world landed in Madison, Wisconsin, USA from
October 6-11, 2013 for SER’s 5th World Conference
on Ecological Restoration. Participants spent the
week sharing their ideas, innovations, research
findings, and restoration methods with one another
and discussing new and emerging trends in the field.
The conference featured 141 concurrent sessions
over four days, including 690 oral presentations and
several interactive workshops, as well as 185 poster SER2013 Scientific Program Chair Stephen Murphy discusses the
future of ecological restoration with a panel of students at the closing
presentations. Important topics of discussion ranged plenary: The Next Generation. (L-R): Mike Perring, Darby McGrath,
from novel ecosystems and climate change adaptation Lauren Hallett, Tara Davenport). © David H. Thompson
to the economics of restoration, restoration at the
landscape scale, and the role of art in fostering community engagement. Attendees also had the opportunity to participate
in pre-conference training courses, post-conference field trips, and a number of evening social events.
The Madison conference was SER’s largest international meeting to date with more than 1,300 attendees from 60
countries. As is typically the case at SER conferences, this geographic and cultural diversity was crosscut by considerable
diversity in the attendees’ professional backgrounds. The conference attracted participants from academia (47%),
government (17%), private industry (12%), and the nonprofit sector (12%), whose professional training runs the gamut
from earth sciences, landscape architecture, and engineering to public policy and social science. It was truly an exciting
opportunity to bring all of these minds together in one place to talk about ecological restoration from so many different
perspectives.
SER chose Madison as the conference venue in large part because the meeting coincided with the Society’s 25th
Anniversary and it was here in Madison that the organization was originally founded. The conference theme, Reflections
on the Past, Directions for the Future, commemorated
this occasion, while also recognizing Madison’s
rich history and far-reaching significance in the field
of restoration. Attendees had an opportunity to see
some of this history firsthand with field trips to Curtis
Prairie, the world’s oldest restored prairie, and the Aldo
Leopold Foundation in Baraboo, Wisconsin.
As part of the SER2013 Art & Ecology series, the Print Project
encouraged visual storytelling. Madison artist Yvette Pino paired fine
art printmakers with SER members to create prints based on their
restoration stories. © David H. Thompson

The broad and enthusiastic participation of attendees
from the international community was matched by
the interest and involvement of the local restoration
community from southern Wisconsin and elsewhere in

the Upper Midwest. We were pleased
to have a considerable number of
local consulting firms engaged
in the conference, both large and
small, as their participation helped
lend a practitioner perspective to
the wider discussion and deepen the
conference’s connection to place. One
of these firms organized a symposium
in which “landowner practitioners”
from the region discussed their
experiences restoring their own lands
and conducting “citizen science.” This
was a nice addition to the conference
program and further highlighted the
local community’s unique awareness
of ecological restoration and issues
related to land use management.
We were also fortunate to have the
support of several local partners
who made a significant contribution
to the planning effort and offered
their own resources and facilities

to enhance the value of conference
activities. These partners were: the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Arboretum, the Nelson Institute for
Environmental Studies, the Aldo
Leopold Foundation, the International
Crane Foundation, and the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources.
Their participation allowed us to
showcase some of the important work
and noteworthy places that helped
us select Madison as the site of the
conference.
The meeting left us feeling reenergized for the work ahead and
re-inspired to continue carrying out
our mission of advancing the science
and practice of restoration. We look
forward to our next opportunity to
come together on the world stage, and
we hope you will join us. Our next
World Conference will take place in
Manchester, England in August 2015.

Mark Your Calendars
for SER2015!
SER’s 6th World Conference on
Ecological Restoration will be
held in Manchester, England in
August 2015.
Email the 2015 confernece
planning team at SER2015@
meetingmakers.co.uk for further
information.
SER would like to extend a special
thanks to our Conference Sponsors,
Conference Partners, and the many
volunteers who generously gave their
time and energy to help organize and
plan the SER2013 conference. The
meeting would not have been possible
without all of their dedication and
support.

Attendees put their thinking cap’s on during Attendees read through the 185 poster During the Wed. night Gala Dinner, diners
the Living Landscapes Approach workshop presentations during the Poster Reception on joined traditional contra dancing with a
local “caller.” © David H. Thompson
Tuesday night. © David H. Thompson
on Tuesday. © David H. Thompson

SER2013 Carbon Offsets Support
Reforestation Efforts in Panama
SER donated a portion of each conference registration fee from
its 5th World Conference on Ecological Restoration to help offset
the carbon emissions generated by the event. A total of $22,580
in Certified Carbon Offsets were purchased through ClearSky
Climate Solutions®, with these proceeds going to a native species
reforestation project in Panama.
The Panama Sustainable Forestry and Reforestation Project was
initiated in 1995 on only 10 hectares. Since 1995 the project has
reforested over 1,000 hectares of lowland Pacific rainforest in
Panama. Click here to learn more.
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Letter from SER Executive Director, Steven Bosak
Every day in the headlines, we see evidence of a
world facing crises and environmental problems,
many linked to human mis-management of
natural resources and ecosystems: droughts,
sea-level rise, desertification, species and
habitat loss, watersheds damaged by poor land
management. There’s no sugar-coating the
scale and complexity of the challenges – and
no denying that our societies and economies
must improve our relationships with nature
and natural systems if we want to conserve the
planet’s vital resources that sustain humans
and all other life, as well.
One positive development is that many governments and organizations are
starting to recognize the role that ecological restoration can play in addressing
global environmental challenges. The parties in the UN Rio Conventions
(UNFCCC, UNCBD, UNCCD) have all noted that restoration is an important
tool for combating climate change, biodiversity loss, and land degradation. US
government agencies are investing billions of dollars to restore coastal wetlands,
rivers, lakes, and forests. SER has contributed its members’ knowledge to these
governmental and international bodies – through workshops, papers, trainings,
and publications – and SER can continue to share its expertise around the globe
if it has the resources to support itself.
SER is grateful to all its members, donors, and partners who helped make 2013
a banner year for our network. During this past year, we celebrated SER’s
25th anniversary and grew to include nearly 2,500 members in more than 70
countries. This gives us the ability to connect more restoration professionals
through our regional chapters, our conferences, our news items, and online
networks. A larger membership also gives us a broader financial foundation,
which we greatly appreciate. But operating a global professional society in a
growing field requires the support of dedicated donors, too.
Please make a gift to SER today to help us improve our member benefits and
enhance our support for the global restoration efforts. Every extra euro, dinar,
dollar, peso, rand, real, rupee, shilling, and yuan helps. Please visit our website
to make an online donation.
Thank you for your support,
Steve and all the staff at SER

Click Here to
Donate

MEMBERSHIP & COMMUNICATIONS
MANAGER Leah Bregman | leah@ser.org
OFFICE MANAGER Jill Boocock| jill@ser.org
CONFERENCE & COMMUNICATIONS
INTERN Sabina Armstrong-Loscalzo |
sabina@ser.org
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Letter from SER Chair, Cara Nelson
Dear SER Members,
SER’s recent World Conference in Wisconsin, USA (October), during which
I began my tenure as Chair of the Society, was a fitting celebration of 25
years of dedication to the science and practice of ecological restoration. More
than 1,300 scientists and practitioners from 45 countries were in attendance,
delivering nearly 700 oral presentations within 141 concurrent sessions. The
conference highlighted not just the contributions that the Society and its
members have made over the last 25 years, but also it’s increasing relevance
for improving the quality of restoration across the globe.
Although the Society’s next World Conference is not until 2015 (Manchester,
UK), SER members will have multiple opportunities over the next year to
engage with each other and share perspectives on ecological restoration. In
North America, SER is co-hosting a large national conference (Conference on Ecological and Ecosystem
Restoration - CEER) from July 28 to August 2, 2014, in New Orleans, Louisiana. Abstact submissions
for CEER are due January 10, 2014. In addition, many of our North American chapters will be hosting
conferences throughout the year.
If you are looking for conference activities outside of North America, there are two exciting opportunities
next August. SER’s European Chapter is partnering with the Finnish Forest Research Institute to host its
biennial conference in Oulu, Finland, and the Australasian Chapter will be holding its annual conference
in New Caledonia in 2014. Visit SER’s events listing for more information on abstract deadlines and
registration for these events.
Conferences are just one of many thriving programs within SER. Our journal, Restoration Ecology, continues
to serve as the leading publication in the field. In addition, our Island Press book series, The Science and
Practice of Ecological Restoration, now boasts more than 27 titles. Don’t forget, SER members receive a
25% discount on all Island Press books.
I am very pleased to share with you that the SER Board of Directors recently approved our first ever
Section. Sections are groups of members organized to focus on a particular interest, such as the study of an
ecosystem, function, technique, or management strategy. The Large-scale Ecosystem Restoration Section
(LERS) will provide a forum for exchanging ideas, approaches, lessons learned, and data relevant to the
planning, policy, science, and engineering of large-scale ecosystem restoration programs. As investment
increases in large-scale ecosystem restoration programs like the Everglades, Coastal Louisiana and the Gulf
coast ecosystem restoration efforts in the United States and the Atlantic Forest Restoration Pact in Brazil,
there is a need to ensure that these efforts follow best practices. SER members interested in joining this
section, or taking a leadership role in developing new sections, visit: www.ser.org/membership/sections.
2014 promises to be an excellent year for SER. During the current Holiday Season, I hope you will consider
making a donation to support SER’s continued growth, or purchasing an SER membership, subscribing to
Restoration Ecology, or purchasing books from the Island Press series as holiday gifts for your colleagues
and friends.
All the Best,

Dr. Cara R. Nelson
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SER Conference Attendees Volunteer at Two Local Restoration Sites
By: Bryn Scriver, Lakeshore Nature Preserve, and Susan Carpenter, UW-Madison Arboretum
Edited by: Levi Wickwire, Society for Ecological Restoration
Attendees of the SER2013 World
Conference participated in a volunteer
restoration event at two local sites
in Madison, Wisconsin as part of a
Make a Difference Day on Sunday,
October 6, 2013. The UW-Madison
Arboretum and the Lakeshore Nature
Preserve hosted SER conference
goers for a day of hands-on restoration
work at each of their respective sites.
Participants got a chance to learn
about local ecology, locally important
native and invasive species, and
ongoing efforts to improve ecosystem
health – all while directly contributing
to these efforts.
Above: SER volunteers remove invasive Asian bush honeysuckle at the Lakeshore Nature
Volunteers at the Lakeshore Nature
Preserve assisted Preserve staff with
invasive brush removal (buckthorn
and honeysuckle) near a group of
Indian burial mounds on Picnic Point,
a narrow peninsula jutting out into
Lake Mendota. Volunteers also helped
replant areas previously cleared of
brush with native oak savanna and
woodland species. At the day’s end,
new views of the lake were opened
from the Picnic Point path, and a
variety of native wildflowers were
planted to enhance the scenery and
provide menu options for pollinators.
Those volunteering at the UWMadison Arboretum spent the
morning working with Arboretum
staff and volunteer leaders to clear
brush in the Wingra Oak Savanna.
This restoration site is comprised of
a rare vegetation type and includes
open-grown oaks, Lake Wingra
shoreline, springs, rich soils and
hiking trails. After lunch, volunteers

Preserve. Photo courtesy LNP

ventured into the historic Curtis
Prairie to harvest mature seed
from big bluestem, a prairie tallgrass, and to observe prairie
diversity up close. The groups
also learned about seed collecting,
propagation, and seed planting
on Arboretum lands. Click here
to listen to a story about the
Arboretum work day broadcast
on WUWM Milwaukee Public
Radio (89.7 FM) on Wednesday,
October 16.
The Make a Difference Day event
provided a wonderful opportunity
for conference attendees to get
involved in the local community
and learn about local restoration
efforts, and it also gave staff at
each work site a chance to interact
with restoration professionals
from around the world and
hear their perspectives on the
restoration work underway.

Middle right: Tarra Davenport, the volunteer leader, admires the famous Curtis Prairie while collecting seeds. Photo courtsey of WUWM Milwaukee Public Radio
Bottom right: Volunteers used special tools to remove invasive woody plants at the
Lakeshore Nature Preserve. Photo courtsey of Cheryl Ulrich, Weston Solutions
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An Exploratory Study of Current Restoration Worldviews
Q-Sort at the SER World Conference
By: Marissa Matsler1,3 and Sarah Kidd2,3
As
researchers
engaged
in
environmental
science
and
management, we have observed
active debate within the field
of ecological restoration about
the appropriate level of human
intervention necessary to restore an
ecosystem or counteract ecological
degradation. During the SER
World Conference in Madison,
we conducted a study to explore
this contestation; we surveyed
restoration practitioners regarding
their approaches to, and perceptions
of, the restoration process. The
aim of this data collection was
to identify emerging issues and
new directions within the field of
restoration. Of particular interest
were reactions to the concept of
‘novel ecosystems.’ We have not
yet completed our analysis of the

survey data, but ultimately, this data
will be paired with content analysis
of restoration monitoring plans and
in-depth interviews to tease apart
the influence of new directions in
restoration ecology on restoration
outcomes on the ground.
Q-method was used to elicit
perceptions held by restoration
practitioners. As a mixed methods
approach, Q-method employs both
quantitative surveys (displayed
in Figure 1) and qualitative
interviews. The survey process asks
participants to rank and prioritize
concepts distilled from larger
public discourse around a specific
topic; in this case, statements were
gathered from peer-reviewed and
popular literature regarding human/
nature interactions in the ecological

restoration process. Statement
prioritization, beyond agreement
or disagreement, gives us a better
understanding of the trade-offs an
individual makes between different
concepts. (Refer to Wikipedia for
a more detailed explanation of Q
Methodology.)
Over 50 conference attendees
participated in the survey, providing
a range of perspectives which we are
still exploring. Preliminary results
indicate that there are at least four
distinct worldviews in our sample
of participants. Further exploration
of the interview data will flesh out
these perspectives.
When looking at the group as a
whole, we see that there was strong,
shared agreement (71% agreed and

Figure 1: A completed Q-sort survey; Each number represents a different statement regarding the restoration process; Participants place
them along the spectrum in a forced Gaussian distribution, as shown, making prioritization of statements necessary beyond an “agree”
or “disagree.”
1. Toulan School of Urban Studies and Planning, Portland State University (marissa.matsler@gmail.com)
2. School of the Environment, Portland State University (sarah.kidd@pdx.edu)

3. Ecosystem services for Urbanizing Regions IGERT Fellow
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no participants disagreed) that social
factors need to be included with
ecological factors in the design and
evaluation of restoration projects.
Participants also strongly agreed
with statements that advocated a
focus on ecological function and
process, rather than a specific
past ecosystem structure (68% to
71% agreed). The statement that
received the most negative response
(over 80% disagreeing and no
participants agreeing) asserted that
the robustness and resilience of
nature allows humans to manage
nature for “desired outcomes.”
The concept of novel ecosystems
received mixed reactions. While
survey results indicate that the
novel ecosystems concept was
not a priority (70% of participants
ranking the statement in neutral/
no salience categories), interviews
revealed that participants had strong
opinions regarding the concept
(both positive and negative) but that
other concepts took priority when
they were forced to make tradeoffs between the statements. Many
saw the proliferation of the novel
ecosystems concept as an excuse for
corporations to degrade landscapes;
others as an opportunity to value

and engage with underappreciated perceptions will provide a basis for
understanding how new initiatives
urban ecosystems.
to develop professional standards of
The most contradictory statement practice may align or conflict with
was: “Nature is more complex than current mindsets; organizations
man can ever understand, much less need to consider these perspectives,
emulate.” 30% of participants ranked negotiating the associated values,
and
ecological
this statement in the highest priority assumptions,
categories (half in ‘most agree’ and understandings that people hold.
half in ‘most disagree’). Over 65% Such negotiations will be essential
of participants kept this statement to the ongoing success of ecological
out of the neutral categories, half restoration and management as the
agreeing somewhat and the other field continues to grow and mature
half disagreeing somewhat. This in a changing world.
reveals an intriguing divergent
opinion that we will continue to
explore.
A message from the authors:
Describing
the
variety
of
conceptualizations
of
nature We would like to thank the SER
discussed above is a critical first World Conference organizers for
step in identifying how perceptions welcoming us in Madison and for
inform
restoration
project generously providing space for
implementation. An understanding us to complete our survey during
of the ecological worldviews the course of the conference.
influencing the process in general We would also like to thank the
can illuminate areas of disagreement over 50 conference-goers who
that impede the development of graciously gave us their time and
energy completing our survey and
successful restoration projects.
The continued professionalization discussing restoration practice with
of the field of restoration makes this us. And we would like to acknowledge
a timely investigation.. Our study’s the contributions of the NSF IGERT
exploration of current ecological program that supports our ongoing
worldviews
and
theoretical interdisciplinary research.

SER Seeks Managing Editor
The Society is seeking a Managing Editor for Restoration Ecology.
Review of applications will begin on 15 January 2014 and continue until
the position is filled.
The Managing Editor will primarily be responsible for the dayto-day management of Restoration Ecology and will work with
the EIC, Associate Editors, and the journal’s publisher to assure
timely production of a high-quality publication. The Managing
Editor will guide the processing of manuscripts to assure rapid
publication and to maintain the high standards of Restoration Ecology.
To learn more, share with friends and colleagues, or apply: click here.
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The Society Recognizes Colleagues for Oustanding Achievement
The Society presented its 2013 SER Awards during the Gala Awards Dinner held in Madison, Wisconsin on
October 9, 2013. We are pleased to announce the award recipients, and we hope you will join us in congratulating
them.

JOHN RIEGER AWARD - David Polster
The John Rieger Award honors those who have dedicated their time and skills to the
advancement of ecological restoration and/or to the development of the Society. This
year’s award went to David Polster for his important and ongoing contributions to
ecological restoration and SER. He was one of the founders of the British Columbia
chapter and has served as its treasurer since the chapter’s inception. He was also
treasurer for the organizing committee of the 2004 SER meeting at the University
of Victoria. Dave has 30 years of experience as a restoration practitioner, regularly
teaches students at the University of Victoria, and is respected across Canada for his
innovative work in restoration and reclamation.

THEODORE M. SPERRY AWARD - Bill Kleiman
The Theodore M. Sperry Award honors individuals who have made significant
advancements to the science or techniques used in restoration practice. This year’s
award went to Bill Kleiman, Project Director for TNC’s Nachusa Grasslands in
the US state of Illinois. Bill is widely respected for his outstanding stewardship
of this 3,000-acre site and his ground-breaking work utilizing volunteers to help
establish and maintain it. Bill is actively engaged in several research projects
that advance the science of restoration by investigating variable seeding rates
for prairie recreations, methods of overseeding prairies to enhance diversity, and
techniques for improved control of invasive species. Bill exhibits great service
to the broader restoration and stewardship community, including as a founding
member and past-president of the Illinois Prescribed Fire Council and leader
within the Grassland Restoration Network.

FULL CIRCLE AWARD - Michael Keefer & Robert Williams
The Full Circle Award is given in recognition of restoration projects that
incorporate the traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples in significant
ways and reflect a balance between indigenous and non-indigenous
knowledge and techniques in the project’s design and implementation.
SER presented this year’s award to Michael Keefer and Robert Williams
for their work with the Tipi Mountain Native Plant Nursery. Serving the
Southern Interior/Kootenay Region of British Columbia, Tipi Mountain
is a majority aboriginal-owned business and employs First Nation and
non-First Nation staff. The nursery provides native plant material that is
local to each project, and is suited for ecological restoration, reclamation,
site remediation, and landscaping uses.
On the left: Robert “Stubby” Williams and the Tipi Mountain Native Plants team were
honored by the ʔaq’am community of the Ktunaxa Nation on November 14, 2013, in
recognition of their Full Circle Award. Photo courtesy of the ʔaq’am community
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COMMUNICATION AWARD - John Liu &
the Environmental Education Media Project
The Communication Award acknowledges the importance of all forms of communication
that advance the goals of the Society. John Liu and the Environmental Education Media
Project received the 2013 Communication Award for their thought-provoking, beautifully
photographed and timely video productions that highlight both functional and damaged
ecosystems. Many of their productions have examined the successes and occasional failures
of ecological restoration projects around the world – in China, Ethiopia, Rwanda, South
Africa, Mozambique, Haiti, and Portugal. These videos have reached a large audience and
have greatly increased awareness of the benefits of ecological restoration.

SER SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD - Richard Hobbs
SER presented a Special Recognition Award to honor Richard Hobbs for his achievements
as Editor-in-Chief of the Society’s flagship journal Restoration Ecology, a position he
held from 2005-2013. Richard is an inspirational scientist and ecologist and has made a
significant contribution to improving our understanding of the regeneration of degraded
ecosystems. In particular, he has helped form a growing link between the science
underpinning restoration, and the practice that informs this science. His efforts as Editorin-Chief have been instrumental in making Restoration Ecology an increasingly successful
journal and have helped introduce practical considerations into the science of restoration,
while increasing the rigor of restoration practice.

Congratulations to all of this year’s award recipients! To view a list of past recipients, click here.

WILLIAM NIERING STUDENT PRESENTATION AWARDS
Keefe Keeley and Monica Pearson
Two students at each SER World Conference receive the William Niering Student Presentation Award for their
outstanding oral and poster presentations. Student presenters are evaluated based on the logical structure of their
presentations, the explanation of their research question, the amount of background information provided, how
well the implications of the research were explained, the actual delivery of the presentation, and how well they
answered any questions.
Keefe Keeley from the University of Wisconsin-Madison received the William Niering Student Poster
Presentation Award for his poster entitled: Are farmers at loggerheads with restoration? Ecologies of contexts
drawn from in-depth interviews in the Driftless region of Wisconsin, USA.
Monica Pearson from the University of British Columbia received
the William Niering Student Oral Presentation Award for her oral
presentation: Spotties versus Bullies: Assessing differential habitat
selection by endangered and invasive amphibians to inform wetland
restoration targets.

Congratulations!

Monica Pearson

Keefe Keeley
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SER Chapter News
Southwest Looks Forward to
a Successful 2014
The SER Southwest (SER-SW)
leadership has begun discussions
with the SER Texas Chapter about
the possibility of holding a joint
conference in 2014. This would be
SER-SW’s first chapter conference
Canyon in the Santa Catalina
since inception in 2011 and it would Pima
Mountain in Tucson, Arizona. Photo
be a great opportunity to get to courtesy of Victoria Stubbs, SER-SW
know the membership and interact
with peers in the Texas Chapter. News from the Antipodes
The 2014 conference is expected to
be held in west Texas. Discussions SER Australasia (SERA) continues
are underway, so stay tuned!
to grow membership and relevance
in the region having just celebrated
In other chapter news, the SER- its second birthday. Although it
SW membership base continues to is one of the youngest chapters,
grow. As of October, SER-SW had the success of SERA’s inaugural
a total of sixty-seven members, conference in Perth in 2012 has led
including twenty-nine renewing to a healthy bank balance, and a
members and thirteen new members vibrant, engaged, Board. The chapter
that joined the chapter in 2013. continues to work on a number of
The membership to date represents fronts to raise the regional profile of
individuals, businesses, educational SER and ecological restoration. The
institutions, and consultants from region that SERA covers represents
Arizona, California, Colorado, between 1.5 - 2 billion people (subMaine, Missouri, New Mexico, continent; SE Asia, Oceania) and is
Nevada, Texas, and Utah.
therefore one of the most populous
of chapters.
With that, SER-SW has just about
raised enough money to submit the The diversity of languages and
IRS Form 1023 in order to apply cultures has prompted SERA
for 501(c)3 recognition from the to commence translating SER’s
Internal Revenue Service, and hopes Primer on Ecological Restoration
to submit the application during the into Indonesian for the first time.
first quarter of 2014.

SERA members at a research site
investigating micro hydrological issues in
post-mine soils. Photo courtesy of SER-A

Chapter leaders hope to see many
members of the SER Global family
at their November, 2014 conference
in New Caledonia. New Caledonia
is a wonderful and bio-diverse
setting.

Great Basin Plans 2014
Field Tours & Events
Due to the government shutdown,
SER Great Basin (SER-GB) sadly
had to cancel their October 3rd
field tour of restoration projects
at the USDI Morley Nelson Birds
of Prey National Conservation
(NCA) Area. The field tour will
be rescheduled for April 2014.
Instead, Anne Halford, Restoration
Ecologist at the NCA and SER-GB
Restoration Committee Chair, has
scheduled a January 2014 meeting
in Boise, Idaho, which will feature
discussions by NCA restoration
researchers. Both events will be cosponsored by SER-GB.

Abstracts submissions are due January 10, 2014
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SER Chapter News
SER-GB has a number of upcoming
events schedule, such as elections,
solicitation of nominations for a
Chapter Award, and presentation
of the Chapter poster at the Great
Basin Consortium in Reno, Nevada.
Planning for the joint meeting
with SER-NW in October 2014 is
progressing. SER-GB members
are urged to co-chair or serve on
planning committees. Chapter
members are planning to organize
sessions on native plant materials,
restoration needs relative to energy
development and restoration in
sagebrush and juniper-pinyon
communities. Visit the SER
Great Basin website to for more
information.

Dave Polster, SER Regional Rep. & botanist/restorationist, shared his 25 years of expertise
and knowledge in drastically disturbed site restoration with 19 SER Northwest chapter
member workshop attendees. In the photo participants get together at Olympic National
Park. Photo courtsey of Allison Warner, SER-NW
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Northwest Announces 2014 occurring at the Elwha River dam Higgs, Don Eastman, Jun Pretzer,
Joint Conference
removal sites. Dave Polster, SER- Jeff Ralph, Val Schaefer and Doug
SER Northwest (SER-NW) is
pleased to announce its 2014
conference in collaboration with
the SER-Great Basin Chapter. The
2014 conference: Collaborative
Restoration: From Community
Efforts to Landscape Scales is to
be held in Redmond, Oregon. The
call for symposia will be issued
this month, but the conference
committee already has several
themes for the conference including
forest, shrub-steppe and prairie
restoration as well as fire ecology,
stream restoration, restoration
plant materials and restoration of
soils. The conference will highlight
the numerous large collaborative
efforts in the Pacific Northwest and
Great Basin restoration, including
local watershed councils, and
large consortia. Please click here
for further information about the
conference.

NW Regional Representative and
botanist/restorationist, shared his 25
years of expertise and knowledge in
drastically disturbed site restoration
with the 19 attendees. The event took
place two days after the government
shutdown ended and was quite a
collaboration to pull off, with many
thanks to the Olympic National
Park and Joshua Chenoweth, SERNW Board member and restoration
botanist for the park.

British Columbia Welcomes
New Board Members

On Sunday November 24, 2013,
SER British Columbia (SER-BC)
held its Annual General Meeting
at the BC Institute of Technology
campus in Vancouver, British
Columbia. During the meeting
Michael Keefer was confirmed as
the Chair, Dave Polster as Treasurer,
and Thomas Munson as Secretary
by acclamation. Along with the
Chapter members had a fabulous time Executive, the Board also includes
at the Soil Bioengineering workshop the following returning members:
held at the Olympic National Tamara Bonnemaison, Monica

Ransome. SER-BC welcomes
Jennifer Barker, Karenn Bailey,
Aaron Zwiebel as its three newest
board members.
In the upcoming year SERBC
hopes to examine the possibility of
broadening the chapter’s geographic
scope into other parts of western
Canada and connect with the many
innovative restoration projects
being performed in the Canadian
Prairie provinces. Currently there
are no SER chapters between SERBC and SER Ontario.

SER-BC chapter participants of the soil
bioengineering workshop led by Dave
Polster, work to stablize the slope. Photo
courtsey of SER-BC
SERNews 11

SER Chapter News
On November 9th & 10th Dave
Polster led a soil bioengineering
workshop in Fraser Valley near
Vancouver. The successful event
focused on the use of live plant
materials, rocks, soil and landscape
elements to perform an engineering
function such as slope stabilization,
soil erosion control and seepage
control in agricultural ditches.
SER-BC is proud to announce that
on December 5th, Michael Keefer
and Theresa Nelson received an
award for Outstanding Business
Achievement for Tipi Mountain
Native Plants at the BC Aboriginal
Business Awards Gala Presentation
Dinner in Vancouver, BC.

Mid-Atlantic Conference
Planning Afoot
The 9th Annual SER-Mid Atlantic
(SER-MA) conference is deep into
planning stages now, with speakers
being recruited for the event. The
conference is to be held at the
Temple University Ambler Campus,
just outside Philadelphia on Friday
March 21st with workshops the day
before and field trips the day after.
This year’s theme is: Ecological
Restoration: How Well Does It
Work? Abstracts for contributed
papers and posters are due by
January 10th. Click here for further
details.

Amidst all the conference planning
SER-MA has reformulated their
Communications Committee with
hopes to enhance the website and
support all other chapter activities
with communications materials,
ranging from an all-purpose
brochure to specific announcements
on field trips, workshops, job
opportunities and news items.

The chapter organized a session at
the SER2013 World Conference,
which featured some great talks
and intriguing discussions. CeSER
leaders also held a chapter meeting
in Madison with record attendance
of over 30 members.

Chapter members, along with
sponsors Great Ecology and
Engineers Without Borders Ecuador
CeSER Talks Fire & Floods, Group, awarded travel scholarships
and has a great SER2013
to 5 students from 3 universities in
their region to present research at
The Central Rockies Chapter SER2013.
(CeSER) successfully co-hosted
the “Fire, Floods, and Low Impact The chapter recently established
Living” lunch and learn event an email listserv which will allow
on September 28th, 2013, in Fort members to easily send messages
Collins, Colorado. Their planned to the group, rather than sending
High Park Fire Field Tour had to all communication via the chapter
be postponed until spring due to secretary. This is a huge step in
record flooding, so instead the keeping CeSER chapter member
chapter partnered with the Northern connected.
Colorado
Renewable
Energy
Society and the Southern Rockies
Fire Science Network (SRFSN) to
host a “pub talk” on fire, floods, and
eco-home construction.
The chapter invited three expert
panelists on forestry, water, and post
fire restoration to answer questions
from the public. The chapter now
has several more restoration themed
pub talks scheduled for after the
New Year.

SER expert panel at the CeSER Fire, Floods,
and Low Impact lunch and learn event.
Photo courtesy SRFSN

Land Reclamation International Graduate School (LRIGS)
In 2011, a team of multidisciplinary researchers at the University of Alberta, led by Dr. M Anne Naeth, acquired
funding from the NSERC CREATE program to establish the Land Reclamation International Graduate School
(LRIGS). As demand for land reclamation professionals continues to grow, the
LRIGS program will provide an interdisciplinary course for those interested in
becoming qualified land reclamation specialists. LRIGS students and fellows are
provided with a rigorous academic program, coupled with opportunities to meet and
network with practicing professionals in industry, government and academia, and to
travel to domestic and international land reclamation sites. For further information
about this course, visit the University of Alberta LRIGS homepage.
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