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Fidelity & Trust: Back to the Basics in Geneva
by Pete Harter, G’65
rior to fall 2003, the Delta had earned
three President's Awards in a row for
‘Fraternity of the Year’ at Hobart
College. That fall, during a transition in
undergrad leadership, the active brothers
violated College rules in two incidents
involving alcohol without permits. The
Dean's Committee determined that the
Delta must be put “on probation, with no
alcohol functions for one and one half years
and the brothers would have to move out of
the house during the probationary period.”
This discipline – the forced move of the
Sigs into a College dormitory and corresponding use of our storied Sigma Phi Place
as a dormitory for a semester – was
designed to be a dramatic “encouragement”
for the men of the Delta to be accountable
to College rules. This accountability was to
bind the men personally and as a collective
Sig group.
What our actives had done didn't
involve any malicious intent. Rather, it
demonstrated the immaturity of a few
brothers and overall non-accountability to
each other. What we needed, it seemed to
Alumni Corporation President Mark Geary,
G’79, and me, was a Sig resident advisor.
I thought about the possibility of a Viele
mentor: a Sig graduate student who would
live in the house and provide leadership
and encouragement while doing graduate
work at Hobart. Fortunately, the stars
would align in the Sig heavens and just
such a mentor would become available to
us: Thatcher Littlefield, G'95.
Thatcher and the men of the Delta
moved back into the house in September of
2004, after a semester away. His continued
presence was a specific condition for the
active brothers being able to move back
into 624 South Main Street.
The Delta does not have an endowment, so being expelled from that house for
one and one half years – the original disci-
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The Western Lion’s Lair on South Main Street in Geneva

pline – would have put the Delta out of
existence. Economically, the situation was
more serious than the Brothers realized.
With no rent monies coming in, how could
the Delta’s expenses be met? With annual
liability insurance costing each Sig chapter
dearly, any income stream interruption
would exact an ugly – if not fatal – toll.
This breach of trust and lack of fidelity to
the Accreditation Contract Requirements
by a few men had threatened our very
survival.
In the ensuing months, the active
brothers of the Delta have worked hard
with role models across the Board: their
Viele mentor, four individual house presidents (Walter Mears, Dave Bruenner, Chris
Moncrief and Frank Trotta), the faculty
adviser, Rev. Leslie Adams, the alumni officers, their peers and their pledges. In fact,
we swung 11 new brothers in November.
During this (2004-05) academic year,
the active brothers have recreated trust with
the Dean's Office. They now realize that

they must be accountable for themselves
and to each other. Fidelity to Sigma Phi and
to the College's Accreditation Requirements
is non-negotiable. It is a mandatory, real
world foundation of Friendship, Love
and Truth.
In my view, what the chapter has
completed this year is most impressive.
The achievements include 1) eleven new
brothers, despite being alcohol free and on
probation, 2) completing two programs
regarding “Understanding the Significance
of Gender,” 3) five community service programs, and 4) events with alumni involvement such as the Society's annual convention and the Delta's Annual Meeting. Our
actives also created and took part in
Intellectual Development programming.
This program included 1) 'open mike'
nights (non alcohol entertainment), 2)
Presidential debate forums at the house this
past November, and 3) an Identity Theft
Forum for the entire campus in December.
The Delta also (Continued on Page 4)
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Message from the Chairman
ear Sig Brothers:
From California to Virginia, March
4th Dinners were held in numerous
places and I hope you had the enjoyable
experience of attending one of them. Along
with all of the Society’s National Officers,
I was present for this year’s Flagship Dinner
held in Richmond in conjunction with the
spring meeting of the Standing & Advisory
Committee. A rare Richmond March
snowfall in the afternoon did not deter
almost 100 Sigs and their guests from
turning out to sip good spirits, dine on fine
food, and – best of all – renew old friendships in the warm embrace of our Thrice
Illustrious Brotherhood. The highlight of the
evening was the announcement that the
Society had awarded to our Chairman
Emeritus, Cal Howard, S’54, the David S.
Brown Award for enduring service to the
Society. So many Sigs will recall Cal’s devoted and unflagging efforts for over 30 years as
our S&A Chairman. This was an honor he
very well deserved.
Now if you didn’t make it to a dinner in
2005, I hope you will be able to attend one
next year. If one is not being held close to
you, consider organizing one on your own.
Your National Officers will be glad to help.
Through our service provider, GAMA, we
can develop and share information about Sigs
in your geographic area. What’s more,
GAMA can even prepare and mail to Sigs in
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your area invitations to the event that you
agree to chair!
At this year’s spring S&A meeting, we
adopted a revised Risk Management Policy to
help guide our active chapters. The Society’s
recommended Risk Management Policy and
other sound operating practices are regular
topics at the Undergraduate Leadership
Training Seminar held each Convention. The
expense of bringing undergraduate leaders to
the convention and conducting this training
is underwritten financially by the National
Organization, the Sigma Phi Educational
Foundation, and the Viele Educational Trust.
In ways such as this, the financial support
you provide to our Society is very well
spent in insuring the future of our Sig
Brotherhood.
Another way in which your support is
well used is through the work of our General
Secretary, Scott McCrae, V’82. Last year at
this time, I wrote to advise you that the S&A
Committee had determined that retaining
the services of a General Secretary who would
travel on a regular basis to meet and provide
guidance and counsel to our undergraduates
was essential to the Society’s future. I am
happy to report that in his first year on the
job, Scott has been a dynamo of activity and
his efforts have been a steadying influence on
all our chapters.
In past issues of the Flame, I have provided updates on our efforts to establish new
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Kudos & Thanks…
…to the following Sigs for their articles, information or suggestions
supporting this issue of the ‘Flame:’ Bill Ackerbauer, U’92, Jon Bellona,
H’00, Nate Ciccolo, M’02, Bill Cohen, F’90, Randy Fields, H’81, Pete
Harter, G’65, Dell Hutchinson, I’71, Jim Jenkins, S’58, Rex Jones, F’72,
Scott McCrae, V’82, Bob Mersereau, M’74, Dan Neumann, F’71 &
Dave Williams, W’61.
Issue after issue, we solicit Sig perspectives, and every one that we
publish improves the periodical in which it appears! Contact co-editors
Alvar Soosar, S’96 (alvar@alumni.virginia.edu), or Mike Imirie, M’69
(mimirie@aol.com) with your feedback and/or suggestions.

Jim Jenkins, S’58

chapters of Sigma Phi. To further this goal,
we have been working with the leadership of
the North American Interfraternity Council
and have sent letters and had conversations
with a number of College and University
administrations. From these contacts, one
thing has become clear; when we do find
a school and organize a group we believe
suitable for Sigma Phi, we will need to act
in a prompt and decisive manner.
For this reason, the S&A endorsed a
recommendation to the next General
Convention to be held in Ann Arbor this
September 16–18 to amend our by-laws to
provide the S&A with the authority to grant
a charter, elect founders, and elect the initial
members of a new chapter. Under this
change, approval of a new chapter would
require the affirmative vote of 2/3rds of the
S&A Committee. As the S&A is composed
of a graduate member from each of our existing active chapters as well as a member from
each alumni chapter that does not have an
undergraduate chapter (Lehigh & Williams),
all members of the Society will be a part of
this process. Formal notice of this proposed
change in the by-laws will be sent with the
convention announcement this summer.
As always, I want to conclude by
reminding you that a dues notice and
response envelope have been included for
your use to support our efforts on behalf of
Sigma Phi. For 178 years, our Society has
been a steady beacon in a turbulent world
drawing us together in lifelong friendships. It
is a cause that well deserves ongoing fidelity
and support from you and me. Therefore
please mail in your dues today and – if
possible – make a gift above and beyond
any specific dues suggestion.
For the entire Sigma Phi Brotherhood,
I thank you.
B.S.L.,
James L. Jenkins, S’58
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Alpha Gathering
by Bill Ackerbauer, U’92
SmokinBill@aol.com
he Alpha of New York had outlasted another soul-sapping
Schenectady winter and the loss of its century-long home at
1 Library Lane, but no head was bowed and no brow was
furrowed on March 5, 2005, as the brotherhood celebrated Sigma
Phi's founding in strong numbers and stronger spirits.
The night of the banquet, I arrived late, as is my custom. I was
accompanied by my wife and Sig Sister, Jen, and our newborn son,
Carter, to catch some of the introductory festivities at the new offcampus chapter house at 10 Union Avenue. The new place is a
stone's throw from the old one, which Union College has taken
over for use as student housing, offices and what it euphemistically
describes as “social space.”
The libations had all but been exhausted as we arrived at 10 U,
as evidenced by a horde of younger brothers who streamed out onto
the porch, some in search of fresh air and others perhaps intending
to pollute it. No matter. The graying stalwarts of the Alpha – Sigs
of several generations – awaited and made us welcome at the
remains of the bar. Brothers greeted our new child and inquired as
to the whereabouts of his older brother, Liam. At the seasoned age
of 3, my firstborn opted to stay home with his grandmother, having experienced the last two Fourth of March celebrations at 1
Library Lane and not wishing to hear for a third painful time Steve
Schultz, U'68, tell the joke about the Kappa Alpha and the pig.
As cocktails wound down at 10 Union Avenue, a repast fit for
royalty was laid out at the chapter's residence on campus. True to
form, Schultz told the pig joke; true to form, he botched the
punchline. But as brothers and guests dined, Schultz redeemed
himself with a stirring call to alms, reminding one and all that the
Campaign for the Alpha had not yet reached its goal. Schultz is to
be commended for his success in winning pledges for considerable
donations from many generous brothers, but the fund-raising effort
– like the need itself – goes on (Contact Eric Sharfstein, U'93 for
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Steve Schultz, U’68, toasts 178 years in Schenectady

details: connect_eric@hotmail.com).
For my part, having no financial windfall to announce, I
offered the brothers a boon of a less readily convertible nature. I
reminded all present that, while Sigma Phi is not a literary society,
the Society is its members, and many of us are literary, or at least
literate. I recited the following lines from Walt Whitman's Leaves
of Grass, which resonated with my passion for Sigma Phi and my
memory of Elihu Root's ringing maxim: “No Human Institution
Lives Long Unless it Meets a Human Need.” Whitman wrote the
poem in the 1840s, a time when Sigma Phi was beginning its journey from youthful experiment to noble institution, but its message
is timeless:
I hear it was charged against me that I sought to destroy institutions,
But really I am neither for nor against institutions,
(What indeed have I in common with them?
Or what with the destruction of them?)
Only I will establish in the Mannahatta
and in every city of these states inland and seaboard,
And in fields and woods, and above every keel little or
large that dents the water,
Without edifices or rules or trustees or any argument,
The institution of the dear love of comrades.

Badger Sigs Earn American Bungalow Kudos
by Rex Jones, F’72

RexJ220 @aol.com

rab a few bucks
and head to the
bookstore!
The latest issue
of American Bungalow
arrived in today's mail
at my Madison home,
and it includes a sixpage article on the
Bradley - Sigma Phi
House. Look for issue
46, Summer 2005.
Bookstores will
display this issue until
August 31, 2005.
(Be careful that you don't accidentally
purchase issue 45, which will be displayed
on newsstands and in bookstores until
May 31st.)
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I haven't read the article yet, but the
photos are definitely nice (as usual). The
actives look terrific wearing ties at the dinner table. And it makes me feel great to

know that our ongoing
stewardship of that
wonderful Louis Sullivan
structure can only be
helped by this exposure.
Esto!
(Editor’s Note:
American Bungalow is a
quarterly four color magazine dedicated to homes
of the early 20th century,
the philosophy of the
Arts & Crafts movement
and the bungalow lifestyle. Since issue No. 1
of American Bungalow premiered in the fall
of 1990, interest in bungalow architecture
and Arts and Crafts-style furnishings,
antiques and collectibles has surged.)
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A Word from the Secretary
by Scott McCrae, V’82

smccrae@adelphia.net

here has been a great deal of
concern around the Sig nation
regarding recruitment and our
ability to find a few good men. When I
was in Ann Arbor at Michigan’s January
Swing, a distinguished Sig alumnus asked
me if pledge classes were this small (4)
around the country. I replied sometimes
‘yes’ and sometimes ‘no’. He then went on
to say that the next pledge class needed to
be much bigger as the house had some
room vacancies, which was putting pressure
on the operating budget. His concern about
the matter of successful rush was clear.
Since we are an organization built from
the bottom up, so to speak, we need to
ensure that we are able to attract and get
strong new members on a consistent basis.
Throughout the entire Greek system in
this country, chapters of fraternities and
sororities are finding recruitment a
challenge. We live in an era where the
perception of Greeks in general is not good.
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Geneva (Continued from Page 1)
hosted several dinners for faculty and the
Dean during the academic year.
These events have taught us as a Sig
community that we deeply appreciate the
excellent efforts of Viele Mentor Thatcher
Littlefield, who was formally congratulated
by the Dean at the Alpha's Accreditation
Review Meeting on April 25. We've also
come to deeply appreciate the support of
the Standing & Advisory Committee and
the Viele Trustees in setting up the Viele
Mentorship grant. We are also grateful for
the trust that Hobart's Dean showed in
local Sig alumni officers and the prospective
Viele Mentor to let the actives move back
into the house while on probation. That
trust was earned over many years of hard
work. We recognize and laud all of the
work that the active brothers accomplished
this year in reestablishing trust and fidelity.
Finally, we've been reminded emphatically that leadership training and skills
won't automatically be passed from one
generation of actives to the next. (Not on
our campus, and probably not on yours.)
Instead, mutual trust and accountability are
earned through hard work, honor, and
efforts which build self-esteem ... year after
year. The school of hard knocks has taught

The press loves selling newspapers with
stories of alcohol related deaths and
debauchery at fraternity houses. And,
unfortunately, a few bad apples – and
lingering Greek impressions created so long
ago by the movie “Animal House” – haven’t
helped our cause. We have a perception
problem and need to consistently work to
change it. In addition, the undergraduates
need to keep learning new ways to recruit
the quality members they need. Rush and
recruitment needs to be an ongoing, two
part venture which never stops. Undergraduates should be constantly prospecting
for new members and sharing with their
brethren which tactics were effective and
which were not.
At the Undergraduate Workshop at
the 2004 National Convention at Cornell,
we had a long segment on recruiting. It
was everyone’s favorite segment as we all
discussed our different methods and tactics
together. Since that time, I have seen a

great rush last fall at Wisconsin, Hobart,
Union and a strong spring rush at Michigan
and Vermont. I would like to think that we
are getting better at it and we probably are.
A key part of our problem is continuity:
being able to teach the tactics to the new
generations of Sigs. By the time you get
good at recruitment, after all, you graduate!
I urge all Sigs to think about this issue
and to do all that can be done to make
recruitment easier and – at the same time –
more fun. We need to find leaders on
campus and successfully recruit them into
the Society. On all of our campuses, there
are great men who should be Sigs. Too
many of them will never be initiated
because … no one found and recruited
them. Only by continuity and commitment
will we be able to improve our recruitment
results. Once we institutionalize and
streamline this lifeblood process, it will
trickle down and help solve other important
issues at our chapters.

Faux Sigma Phi Place – Sure looked like a worthy Sigma Phi Place to me! This venerable 19th century Masonic
Lodge was spied in Tully, New York, during the drive back to the Rochester Airport from Convention ’96 in Ithaca.

us that such key characteristics are not
easily reestablished if they become lost.
The Delta's alumni – indeed, all Sig
alumni – can be very proud of the Delta of
New York. Long a pillar of this Society, this
chapter has caused and survived troubled
times, but has emerged from those troubles
stronger and – I believe – more focused for
the experience.

GENEVA LEADERSHIP REQUEST
In order to build our prosperity and our Sig
momentum, we urgently need the involvement
of much younger alumni on our Board of
Trustees. If you are an area alumnus and
are willing to serve with our Board, please
let Mark Geary (585-233-0121) or me
(585-264-9882) know of your willingness
to serve the Delta of New York with us.
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Gamma of New York Badge
by Scott McCrae, V’82

smccrae@adelphia.net

nce in a while in the realm of Sigma
Phi Society, a Brother happens upon
an attention-getting piece of arcana
from years past.
This happened to me last fall when I
received an e-mail from a woman in Florida
who had found a fraternity pin at a yard
sale in Maryland. She sent me a picture of
this beautiful little pin, which, sure enough,
had the Greek letters Sigma and Phi in gold
leaf on a field of black onyx. The badge
appeared to be a Sigma Phi badge but it
looked nothing like any of our badges do
today or like any old badge I had ever seen
before. It was in the shape of a shield with
black onyx at its center and Sigma and Phi
in gold leaf on the black field. Around the
perimeter of the shield were 20 jewels of
which 6 were pink sapphires and the rest
pearls. The kicker was that this badge had a
little chain connecting it to what appeared
to be a jewel-encrusted letter “L.”
After pondering the significance of the
“L,” I realized that it wasn’t an “L” at all. If
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you flip an “L” on its head, you get the
Greek letter “Gamma”(Γ ). With this detective work, I started to get very excited as I
realized what this pin might well be. This
pin or badge could be (must be?) from the
Gamma of New York at The University of
the City of New York, 1835-1848. I have
shown this badge to a few Sig aficionados
and only one had seen or heard of anything
like this. I e-mailed the picture to
Chairman Emeritus Cal Howard, S’54,
after we spoke about it on the phone. Cal
observed it was probably a Gamma badge
and explained that in those days Brothers
would go to local jewelers to have custom
badges made. Cal also explained that the
little “Gamma”(Γ ) attached by the gold
chain probably denoted that the brother
who owned it was an officer.
To this day I am not certain whether
this truly is a Sig badge. It has no engraving
at all, so we can’t link it to a certain brother.
But I think it is authentic because of the 20
jewels. I believe the 6 pink sapphires stand

Mystery Jewelry: Gamma of New York Inspired?

for what the six larger pearls mean on
today’s badges or it could be the number of
chapters at the time as well. (At that time,
there were actually six chapters.) I bought
the jewelry from the woman and have been
bringing it with me when I attend various
Sig events around the country. I thought
since there was no Gamma of New York
any more – or any living Sigs from that era
– that it would be appropriate for me to
rescue this piece of Sig arcana and share it
with the current members of the Society.
Keep your eyes peeled, Sigs; you
never know when something like this will
turn up.

Nominations Open For

The Elihu Root Distinguished
Sigma Phi and David Brown Awards
by Dan Neumann, F’71
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DNeumann@orgdynamics.com

he Standing and Advisory Committee
is soliciting nominations for its two
highest awards conferred on Sig
Brothers.
The Elihu Root Distinguished Sigma
Phi Award, initiated in 1989, is to recognize
and honor a Sigma Phi alumnus for lifetime
achievement that reflects Sigma Phi's values
and brings credit to the Society. The award
is intended to provide inspiration for all
Sigs and in particular for undergraduates,
our leaders of the future.
Worthy candidates for selection are
graduate brothers who have distinguished
themselves by achieving national or
international prominence, providing
broad public service to others in society,
and/or rendering outstanding service to the
Society or to the fraternity system. Over
the years, the award has been conferred to
Charlie Boswell II, G'47, Chet Eaton,
V’30, Hastings Keith V’34, Art Nielsen Jr.,
F’38, Larry Perkins, F’25, Barney Rocca,

I'34, and Chet Sawtelle, U’29.
The David Brown Award, named for
long time Sig stalwart David S. Brown,
S’70, was instituted in 1999 to recognize
Sig Brothers who have demonstrated their
enduring love for our Society through their
boundless energy and contributions to its
brotherhood and well being. Former Society
Chairman Calhoun L.H. Howard, S’54,
was lauded as the award’s most recent
winner at Sigma Phi’s flagship March 4th
dinner in Richmond, Virginia, earlier this
year. Prior recipients have included
Ted Bosley, I’73, Steve Moore, V’41, and
Doug Tudhope, V’47.
Nominations are due by July 1 and
welcome sooner. Any individual or group
may make them, with or without the
knowledge of the nominee. All nominations
should be descriptive, comprehensive, and
in publishable form. They will remain
confidential to those Brothers who are
directly involved in the selection process.

The Elihu Root Gravesite in Clinton

Nominations are being accepted by
Dan Neumann, F’71, the Society’s Awards
Co-chairman, who may also be contacted
concerning additional details at 120 Campbell Road, Trumbull, Connecticut 06611 or
dneumann@orgdynamics.com.
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Still Relevant After All These Years
by Dell Hutchinson, I’71

dellhutchinson@yahoo.com

arch 5 in Berkeley
brought many Sigs and
their companions to
2307 Piedmont Avenue to
relive if only for a night the
experience that made the college years in Berkeley so special. Sandi and I had the good
fortune to be among those
gathered in the living room of
the Sigma Phi Place that
evening. For me, Sigma Phi has
always been about the people. I
was reminded of that while sitting in the South end of the
room dining with Jerry Barclay,
I’70, Caryn Combis, Peter
Wohlfeiler, I’73, and Jane
Randolph. For me, these
people are Sigma Phi.
I also observed a number
of the actives, such as Case
Pereira and Ryan Gronsky. The
“co-ed” March 4 dinner event
brought a well turned out group of active
Sigs with an equally well turned out group
of college women. These young Sigs exhibit
that enthusiastic, interpersonal connection
that this Sig experienced 30 years ago.
Clearly, Sigma Phi is something
important to the people in that room:
people representing generations of Sigs
ranging from 1940 to 2005. I happen to
think that Sigma Phi is something that
college students in the next century should
also have the opportunity to enjoy. So I
choose to take a small but active part in
efforts to make that happen.
I have always believed that the key to
ensuring the future of Sigma Phi is for each
of us to take on and accomplish a personal
part to ensure its continuity. I have chosen
to participate in our project to fund the
restoration of the Sigma Phi Place in
Berkeley. This project is challenging. We
started years ago when most of today’s
actives were in grade school. We petitioned
for a private letter ruling from the Internal
Revenue Service permitting Sig contributions to this effort to be eligible for US federal tax deductions as charitable contributions. We succeeded in earning such a ruling, but that success merely heralded a
tougher chore – raising a lot of money! But
we have remarkable circumstances to facili-
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In Berkeley, the Alpha’s door always invites.

tate our efforts.
What remarkable circumstances? Many
years ago, confronted with the decision by
the University of California to condemn
our Sigma Phi Place on Bancroft Avenue in
order to build the current Boalt Hall Law
School, we were confronted with the
challenge of finding and funding a new
home for Sigma Phi in Berkeley. Sig leadership of the war years, led by Dr. Bill
Donald, I’12, learned that a successful
lumber merchant had recently died and that
his house was available. Unfortunately, Dr.
Donald is not here today to explain these
circumstances. Why 2307 Piedmont was
the final choice at that time, we can only
speculate. Did our Sig forefathers know that
2307 Piedmont Avenue is one of 4 “ultimate bungalows” designed and built by
Greene & Greene? Did they know that use
of the Thorsen House as a residence for 20
college students is a unique “adaptive use”
of an architecturally significant residence?
What is meant by “adaptive use”? I am
no expert in architectural restoration. To
my understanding, “adaptive use” refers to a
use of a historically or architecturally significant structure other than its original
intended use. The British developed a clever
approach to protect their significant historic
and architectural treasures: the National

Trust. The National Trust is
the United Kingdom’s quasigovernmental body dedicated to the preservation of historic structures.
We have no National
Trust here in the States. But
many in the general U.S.
populace believe that restoration and maintenance of historically or architecturally
significant buildings is
important, and many of
these are willing to contribute to see that this happens.
We are in a position to
seek donations from the outside world, the world of
architectural restoration. But
Sigma Phi must show its
support to do so.
Donations are taxdeductible, and we must
contribute now. This is a critical opportunity that we cannot let slip away unexploited.
And we can be the beneficiaries of this
opportunity for our own special interest –
the preservation of Sigma Phi in Berkeley.
We can look to people and institutions
interested in architectural preservation to
fund our adaptive use of Sigma Phi Place.
And that, in turn, is a remarkable benefit
to us.
While matters generally move slowly in
‘all things Sig,’ we nevertheless are in a race
against time in Berkeley. Will the earthquake on the nearby Hayward Fault be next
week or next millennium? It’s clear to me
that we must complete our restoration
before that occurrence.
Of course this type of project does
not ‘do’ itself. Sigs – and lots of them –
need to make significant contributions to
this effort to convince the restoration
community that we are serious about our
own project. Through this effort, I hope
that our children and our children’s children
may enjoy Sigma Phi for years to come, and
return to March 4 dinners at 2307
Piedmont Avenue.
This is my small part to promote the
growth and perpetuation of our Sigma Phi
in Berkeley.
What’s yours?

JUNE 2005

PAGE 7

Beta Swing 2005: From Urbane to Urban
by Randy Fields, H’81

RRGFIELDS@aol.com

ince the Hamilton College ruling in
1995 that forced all fraternities to
give up their houses, the Beta of
New York has had to rely on the hospitality
of other chapters to host its annual Swing.
Because of the sometimes last-minute
arrangements and mid-week schedule of
activities, many alumni brothers have been
unable to take part in these initiations.
This year, we decided to forego a trip
to another chapter and move the entire
weekend process to New York City, the
home of what used to be the Gamma of
New York as well as a many present-day
Clinton Sig alumni.
After a Friday night campout in
Woodstock, NY, the seven trembling neophytes were escorted by train to Grand
Central Station. There they were met by
alumni who walked them to the NYC
Public Library (home of the huge Leos) for
a meeting with the S&A and a written test.
In the meantime, the active brothers
and four Sig Sisters were transported by
leased limo-buses from Clinton to New
York to take part in the event.
From the Library, the neophytes traveled through the city, stopping at various
sites connected historically in some way to
Sigma Phi or Hamilton College. Alumni
brothers met them at each stop and provided historic background for these sites and
their connection to the Society. These
included the site of a former home of Elihu
Root (H’1860) and the grave of Alexander
Hamilton at Trinity Church in lower
Manhattan.
After walking across the Brooklyn
Bridge in the rain (“April is the cruelest
month…”, etc), our prospectives were met
by van and taken to Litchfield Villa in Park
Slope in Brooklyn. Built by Edwin Clark
Litchfield, H’1831, a railroad and real
estate magnate for whom the Hamilton
College Observatory was named, this
elaborate home became the center of Park
Slope development in the 1840s. Prospect
Park was created from its grounds.
The neophytes finally arrived at a
5,000-sq. ft. warehouse loft we had rented
in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn for
an evening of “process.” Transformed into a
magical place in the way that only the Beta
can do, the loft provided a venue for further
testing and contemplation as the actives and
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Top photo: Stuart Carlisle, H'83,
Randy Fields, H'81, Chris Freeman, H'84
& Jim Kreitler, H'82.
Middle photo: Tim Pickering, H'79, Brendan
McCurdy, H'80 & Ken Groningsater, H'77
Bottom photo: Sunrise supper in
Manhattan for
the newlies.

alumni pulled out the
stops to make the
evening a memorable
one for our newest
brothers-to-be.
After many trials
and tribulations, the
climax of the evening
was a sunrise, rooftop
“silent supper,” where
the neophytes were
welcomed into the Society.
Sunday afternoon the sun came out on
cue and the group moved to the historic
Montauk Club in Park Slope where the
official Swing was carried out. Luminary
contributions were made by Brendan
McCurdy, H’80, Tim Pickering, H’78, and
Ken Groningsater, H77. Although a
makeshift conclave by traditional Society
standards, the beautiful room was an elegant setting for the moving ceremony
known to all Sigs.
A cocktail party followed where the
nectar of the gods was quaffed as the newest
Beta Sigs met their alumni brothers.
More than 25 alumni, from Swing
classes going back to 1977, took part in
the weekend, with great participation
from H81, H83 and more recent classes.
Watching a new class enter the body of
the Thrice Illustrious reinvigorated the
connection between our alumni and actives.

It also served as a great way to kick off the
celebration of the 175th anniversary of the
Society’s second chapter in 2006. (We
remember with real pride that it was the
migratory founding of the Beta back in
1831 which allowed Sigma Phi to claim the
distinction of being the first ‘national’
Greek society.)
The alumni board did an outstanding
job of organizing the logistics of this
undertaking, and Chaplain Sean Tice,
H’03, and his bishops carried out a wellplanned operation. All in all, this was an
event that will live on in Beta lore as the
year of a truly ‘urban’ initiation: the year
we revived the Gamma of New York!
(Author’s Footnote: The whole experience was
wonderful. I got no sleep at all – even on the
“wayward bus” back to Clinton. Monday morning
I was fresh as a daisy. I think it was adrenaline and
seeing all those superb Sigs, particularly Steven Tager
and Alec Lipkind from my own pledge class.)
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March 4 Reflections
by Mike Imirie, M’69

mimirie@aol.com

nn Arbor’s 2005
March 4
Banquet took
place on March 12 in
the Vandenbergh Room
at the Michigan League.
That room is all of the
things a fitting venue
for our Founders’ Day
should be: high
ceilinged, chandeliered,
and elegantly woodpaneled. It’s always
good to return to the
authentic and timehonored League, and
this room is but one of
many reasons why.
Another great reason for a return?
Celebrating the 178th birthday of the
Sigma Phi Society! And Michigan Sigs
turned out in solid numbers to do exactly
that. Just ahead of the 7 P.M. dinner, there
must have been 60 Sigs, wives, and dates in
that wonderful old room.
The evening was brought to order by
toastmaster George Mercer, M’68, whose
timing, warmth, and sense of humor
remain unparalleled. George is seldom at a
loss for words, but a call for a particular
photo – Sig Sisters only – found George at
the very center of the pose looking for all
the world like the happiest Brother in the
world!
Alumni Corporation President Bob
Merserea, M’74, welcomed participants
and congratulated the active chapter on a
year of real Sig resurgence. He reminded
those on hand about the fall Convention
opportunity over the weekend of September
16–18. Bob also circulated an oversized
Alpha of Michigan composite for all guests
to sign for his dad, Bob Mersereau Sr,
M’48, who was recuperating in the hospital
from an aneurism.
The evening’s keynote speaker was
Mark Kraushaar, M’78. Mark – a successful
investment principal with distinctly humble
origins as a Pitney Bowes copier installer –
addressed the audience in connection with
some of his lessons learned at the hands
of Sigma Phi. His suggestions about the
value of risk and of being willing to risk
professional failure were taken to heart by
one and all.

A

Banquet participants at the Michigan League on March 12

The winter semester’s pledges were on
hand, and another Banquet highlight
involved formal introductions by the
pledges to the audience, along with an
impromptu speech by the ‘baby’ of the
class. The young men did not wilt under
the harsh light of Sig scrutiny, and this
surely bodes well for the caliber of men at
907 Lincoln next semester!
The evening concluded with a Magic

Official

Sigma Phi
Insignia by

Legacy

®

Division of Herff-Jones

Circle which snaked all the way around the
Vandenberg Room. It was good to see so
many faces lifted to Sigma Phi around that
hall, and hear so many voices raised in the
traditional ‘Good Night Song.’ Indeed, the
warm, effervescent sharing that night – both
at the League and later when we returned to
the Sigma Phi Place – was but a taste of
what wandering birds should expect when
our Alpha hosts Convention ’05 this fall.

Pinned Your
Badge on a
New Initiate
and Never
Got it Back?
We know how that is…
Now’s Your Chance to Get One!
Go to the Store at
www.SigmaPhi.org
and click on Badges.
Pledge pins, Sig Sister badges
and Badge Boxes are also available.
Show your pride as a Sig,
and support the Society!
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Michigan’s Con
vention Comm
ittee wants yo
u!

National Convention
& Michigan Reunion:
September 16, 17, 18, 2005
The Alpha of Michigan will host a Michigan Reunion in conjunction with the Society’s 2005
Convention this fall during the weekend of September 16–18. Not only will you banquet with your
Brothers but you can return to the Ann Arbor’s fabled “Big House” for some always-exciting Big Ten
football!
We hope everyone starts the weekend by joining us for a barbecue at the Sigma Phi Place on Friday
night. If arrival on Friday doesn't fit your plans, you can enjoy a full day on Saturday starting with lunch
at the house, then football and finally the Banquet. We will have a special Red House on the Hill Brunch
Sunday morning for recognizing those of you who lived in the circa-1899 Alpha of Michigan. You or
your wife will also have the option to tour the campus – would you believe it’s changed since you attended? – or shop in the downtown area instead of attending the football game.
Delegates from the other chapters will want to arrive Thursday night, September 15, in order to participate in business meetings and undergrad workshops on Friday. The Annual Meeting of the Members
will be held before the game on Saturday. You will probably find the best connections to Detroit
Metropolitan Airport, 16 miles from Ann Arbor, if you make your reservations with Northwest Airlines.
The host hotel is the Holiday Inn North Campus. Our banquet will be held in the majestic ballroom
of the Michigan Union. We will be running a shuttle service from the hotel to all events so you will not
have to find your own parking.
A detailed Reunion invitation will arrive in your mail in early July. Now is the time to give that Sig
Brother you haven't seen in a long time a call. Let him know that you and your wife plan to attend the
Reunion. Suggest that he make the trip to Ann Arbor to renew the bonds, too; that’s what great Sig
reunions are made of!
Please contact me with any questions.
Bob Mersereau, M'74
mersereb@yahoo.com
Convention Co-Chair
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Mr. Ciccolo Visits Richmond
by HOH Nate Ciccolo, M’02

ciccolo@umich.edu

n March, I had the good fortune to
attend the annual spring meeting of the
Standing & Advisory Committee, held
this year in Richmond, Virginia. My main
purpose for making this trip was to represent
Michigan’s alumni board, for none of our
board members could make the journey to
Virginia. It is not typical for an active to
attend S&A meetings. As it turned out, this
benefited me and our Michigan Alpha
immensely.
The specific issues that were discussed
at the S&A Business Meeting will have
undoubtedly been passed on to each individual chapter by now. Instead of recapitulating
meeting notes, I will use this space to provide an active perspective of the process of
the S&A.
It is imperative that each chapter recognizes the working value of our S&A. If your
chapter is like Michigan’s, the image of the
S&A is probably lofty but nebulous. What
I learned in Richmond was that S&A members are neither inaccessible nor are they
impenetrable. Their purpose is quite simple:
to organize and help Sigs – particularly
actives. What I was reminded of that weekend, however, was that we actives cannot be
helped if we do not reach out and communicate. Clearly, it is unrealistic to expect active
delegates in great numbers to fly across the
country in the middle of the school year to
attend a one-day S&A meeting. Still, contact
between the S&A and the active chapters
can grow stronger. The members of that
standing committee of alumni are literally

I

Richmond attendees Nate Ciccolo, M’02 (l) Marshall Solem, F’79, Jim Jenkins, S’58 & Pete Harter, G’65

waiting to help us in matters of all kinds:
financial, personal, organizational or otherwise. It dawned on me that weekend that
the S&A is a resource of truly devoted Sigs.
I’ll bet that we active chapters historically
underutilize that remarkable resource.
So let me be the first to suggest more
contact between the S&A and the actives. It
should begin with our simple acknowledgement that the national organization shares
our quest for Sigma Phi’s prosperity. If we
expect alumni support at the national level,
we must at a minimum recognize their
commitment and devotion.
I enjoyed the Richmond business meeting enormously. Watching alumni debate

among themselves as energetically as we
debate each other at our own chapter meetings was both a humorous and a refreshing
surprise. The endless question of what is best
for our Society is debated as ferociously in
S&A circles as it is among actives! This is a
blessing. It indicates to me that ours is a lifelong brotherhood which will not fade after
graduation.
But let us not take the bonds between
national leadership and active chapters for
granted. Let’s not let them remain anonymous or academic. Instead, in ways that
begin with small sharings and grow into
larger ones, let’s strengthen them as much as
possible.

Beta Goal: ‘One Day’ ACF
By Jon Paul Bellona, H'00 • jpbellona@yahoo.com
he Beta’s Active Clave Fund (ACF) is an
account whose primary goal is to acquire
a facility so that claves may continue
into the future. Since the days are numbered on
the use of the Beta and the demand great for the
creation of a Sigly clave, so too is the demand for
brotherly participation.
The ACF took shape in my mind as a
response to all the late-night activities that never
happened in Clinton. I felt a strong urge to continue the behind-closed-doors memories for
future actives of the Beta of New York. Because
we no longer own a physical facility, these
moments we can share as brothers abate as the

T

days go by. They are critical to the development
of precious memories, love for this Society, and
endearment towards every brother and sister. I
was able to experience the clave before the
College possessed the house; however, the time is
running out before all claves in that house must
end.
With the ACF's funds, we will be able to
obtain a space for our Sigly activities. While we
don’t yet know what shape that space will take,
laying the funds aside now will allow us to make
a wise decision when the time is right. Because
Sigma Phi pays monthly rent at a sterile storage
facility holding many
(Continued on Page 11)

Jon Paul Bellona, H'00
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Alpha of Mass: The Last Initiation
by David Williams, W’61

bylot@vtusa.net

O

n November 4, 2004, the Trustees
of the Alpha of Massachusetts initiated Robert I. Quay into membership in our Society. Bob was initiated
posthumously.
When the Alpha was disbanded in
1968, a portion of the chapter endowment
was given to Williams College to establish a
scholarship in the name of Sigma Phi. That
scholarship has been awarded to between
two and four Williams students each year
for more than 30 years. In recent years,
recipients have shared an annual pool of
roughly $40,000 per year.
Bob Quay was a recipient of the Sigma
Phi scholarship from 2000 through 2004.
He was also unique among all recipients.
He communicated with those of us who
continue to be active in the alumni chapter
and regularly attended our annual dinners.
Through our annual contact with him we
learned of his dedication to Scouting, his
active participation in community service in
Williamstown and elsewhere, and his love
of the outdoors.
When he last visited us in November
of 2003, he told me of his plans to take a
long distance bike trip in the American
West following his graduation in May of
2004. Since I had completed a transCanada bicycle trip in 2002, we enthusiastically shared stories, information, and even
‘helpful hints’! Bob also shared with me his
recent discovery that his great, great grandfather George Perkins Dunn, W’14, and

(Continued from Page 11) Sigly items, the
fruits of a successful ACF effort will enable
us to properly store and employ our
archana in Clinton one day.
The goal of the ACF is to acquire
$50,000 in ten years. I am confident that
Sigma Phi will rally to meet this goal. At
my age, it’s sometimes hard to fathom a far
off goal, but it’s always easy to appreciate
what happens when we come together
each year to initiate. Each year we anticipate meeting with our fellow brothers and
sisters, and each year our feelings are re-

This rendering of the Alpha of Massachusetts came from a vintage postcard.

two great, great uncles had been members
of Sigma Phi at Williams. We had a really
great evening sharing information and
delighting in his unexpected legacy status.
In June, 2004, while cycling near Santa
Fe, New Mexico, Bob suffered a fall which
proved fatal. All of us who knew him felt a
keen loss. At our meeting in November of
2004, the Trustees voted to initiate Bob
into membership posthumously. Our vote
was unanimous.
We have since communicated our condolences to his family. Bob’s mother,
Phyllis, told me that the Robert I. Quay
Memorial Fund had been established by
kindled by the coming together of alumni,
actives, and sisters alike. Let us continue
that flame for the actives. Because we all
share something inescapable, inexplicable,
and unbreakable, let us pass on the torch to
future Sigs.
Your participation in the Active Clave
Fund will of courses allow for proper storage of our Sigly items. Most importantly –
more cosmically – such a facility will
provide a key tradition element for each
subsequent active class. Above all, a clave –
a home for local ritual – is Sig tradition.

Help keep the tradition alive by sending donations to:
Jon Bellona, H’00: 1 Prospect Street, Clinton NY, 13323
Make check payable to Jon Bellona (memo: Beta ACF) – or use Paypal: jpbellona@yahoo.com

Williams College in her son’s memory. The
Trustees of the Alpha of Massachusetts have
made contributions and pledges to this
Fund totaling $5,500.
Since Bob is most likely “the last
Williams Sig”, we invite members of the
Society’s national membership to make gifts
of any size to the Robert I. Quay Memorial
Fund c/o Williams College, 75 Park Street,
Williamstown, MA, 01267. Such gifts will
be tax deductible to the full extent of the
donor's qualification.
They will also represent fitting acknowledgements for a fine young man who happened to be….”the last Williams Sig.”

Sig Website: Help
Us Stay in Touch!
You know that our Society has had its own
website since 1997. You probably know that
your profile (name, address, phone, e-mail info)
appears there. In our busy lives, it’s worth
under-scoring that it needs updating every
time your vital statistics change.
If you have a new street address, e-mail
address, or phone number, go to the website
(www.sigmaphi.org) and update your profile
information. Consult the section called
‘Brothers Only’ and then “Account
Administration.” When this key info is up to
date, it’s the second best form of communication with Sigma Phi.
The best form? You personally being
on hand at a chapter, a banquet, or
a convention, of course!
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They Call Me “Doc” In the Theater of the Absurd
by Bill Cohen, F’90

exponent@billcohen.com

t’s not easy to tell your friends and
family that a job in one of the worst
places in the world is next on the list
of life’s strange choices. But Baghdad, Iraq,
is a choice I made nearly a year ago. “Iraq.”
That doesn’t even sound right. Why would
anyone make that choice? Your ‘Flame’
editor has been waiting patiently for me to
explain. Trouble is, there is no easy way to
tell this story. There is no hook. There is no
happy ending. How do you explain a year
in a war zone? This “war” is a quagmire –
with a dash of hope.
Most people I know “support our
troops.” Probably around half of Sig readers
are very much against our presence in Iraq.
This story isn’t about me trying to justify or
explain the invasion and occupation of Iraq.
Hell, I’m Jewish, you can bet your ass you
know where I stand! This story is about me
taking on a mission with every brain cell
and passion I can muster. It’s about putting
all that schooling and my Ph.D. to use in a
manner far out of my comfort zone.
How? I work as an industrial engineer
for a company called Exponent, Inc. We are
mainly a science and engineering firm that
works on all types of failures. If you see a
disaster, accident, or major misfortune on
the news you can bet we are involved, trying
to determine what happened. Take a look
online (www.exponent.com) and see for
yourself. We have a small military technology development presence in both Iraq and
Afghanistan working for an Army unit
called the Rapid Equipping Force (REF).
The REF has put a boot in the ass of the
Army’s normal acquisition community.
Developed with the backing of the Vice
Chief of Staff of the Army, the REF has
deep pockets and powerful protectors and –
occasionally – can make a real difference to
the soldier stuck in his truck for 12 hours a
day patrolling streets hoping that that one
of those improvised explosive devices (IED)
we hear so much about won’t ruin his life.
Those of you who know me know that
I have a few issues…like commitment, for
one. I get bored easily. I seek adventure to
keep from addressing other “issues.” I’ve
traveled a bit of the world and let myself fall
toward the next interesting thing. I’m 40,
unmarried, and have no kids. Most recently,
I hated a job in San Francisco into which I
poured myself knowing that it wasn’t work-

I

Bill Cohen, F’90, helicoptering in-country

ing out in the slightest for me. Was this Iraq
gig just an escape hatch once again? Or a
chance to make a difference? Does it matter?
Because baby, when those mortars hit
(thankfully, they don’t hit as often any
more), I can tell you…you better remember
exactly where you are.
My best friends have hinted that I’m
rationalizing why I’m here. I’ve lost a couple
of friends over my decision to go to Iraq. At
the same time, some friends are proud of
what I’m doing. Does any of that matter
really? I’m here because my job is simply
described: Figure out what soldiers need to
keep them safer. Prototype it, manage it,
promote it, and get it into soldiers’ hands.
Do it by completely circumventing the
Army’s normal acquisition process. Make
things happen in a matter of days, weeks,
and months, instead of years and years.
Protect our soldiers. That seemed to me a
pretty solid way of standing up to support
our troops. Could I really do that? And
shouldn’t this story have a moral?
I’ll spell only one out for you. Never do
a job just because you are good at it. Seek
purpose! For me, this job is slap-in-the-facepurposeful every day. In a war zone, there
are no weekends and very few days off.
There is also no balance, so being here is
only a temporary solution to the pursuit of
purposeful living.

When I was still an undergrad at the
University of California–San Diego in the
early 80’s, before my wonderful years at
UW–Madison and the Sigma Phi, a good
friend of mine told me about a sailing
voyage gone bad between Hawaii and San
Francisco. During a raging storm he plaintively asked his sailing partner, “What are
we going to do?” His partner calmly
answered with a quote from George Bernard
Shaw: “… Just do what must be done. This
may not be happiness but it is greatness.”
For good and bad, this quote hit me at a
time when I had just lived through a violent
crime and it rang incredibly true. I have
often since conjured those words in times of
stress and tough decisions. Doing the hard
thing is sometimes the right thing. But not
for too long because the pursuit of happiness sounds damned fine, too.
If you watch CNN too long, you will
think that things here are always bad, all
the time. That just isn’t true. Yes, it is a bad
idea to take a walk in Baghdad outside the
confines of the military base. But day-to-day
risk? It’s just not that horrible. Originally, I
promised myself I’d never leave the base
unless I had a specific purpose. I followed
that rule for a while. Sometimes now, I take
risks because I think it is in my personality
to do so. Not very smart … and probably
not fair to the people who care about me.
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better seating for
turret gunners in the
Hummer, shims to
pick locks, wireless
cameras to lower into
wells, cooling solutions
for soldiers, and secret
field surveillance
equipment.
Perhaps the
most important of all,
though, is our radio
controlled “robot”
called the MARCbot
(Multi-function Agile
Radio Controlled
Cohen (seated in ball cap) instructing troops in the field
Robot). We designed it
with one purpose: to deploy downrange as
I’m trying to be smart whenever possible
a visual inspection tool when something
and ask myself the hard questions before I
suspicious lurks on or near a roadway. It
leave the base.
looks like a monster truck with a robotic
I’ve been north and south in this
arm on top. At the end of the arm is a pan
country and it’s not a pretty scene. Should
and tilt camera with LED lights for night
I tell you that I was with a patrol one night
use. The arm can be raised, extended, and
that was ambushed? There is something
positioned to look into vehicles, boxes,
mesmerizing about the danger. I prepare
animal carcasses, burlap sacks, holes, piles
for the worst and try to fool myself into
of dirt and behind guardrails – all common
fully believing that, by going out with the
places to hide IEDs. There are several robots
soldiers into the field, I create credibility
used in Iraq to disarm IEDs, but none costfor knowing their pain to some degree. I
effective enough to field widely.
have too many times traded my safety for
Using the MARCbot, soldiers have
credibility. Not smart; this rollicking little
confirmed hundreds of IEDs and many car
escapade of occupation isn’t worth my life.
bombs; importantly, they have done so from
But if by doing so, I can help some soldiers
… I will try to be smart. Let’s leave it at that. a distance without having to personally
approach the suspicious object. For nearly a
The civilian population here is sufferyear, we have been refining our robot design
ing, primarily at the hands of people intent
and testing to prove the concept that it can
on taking away a chance for peace and even
prosperity. Most Iraqis I’m sure just want to be cost-effective and mission capable. It
live their lives free from hunger and violence became a crusade for me – one resulting in
priceless feedback. Time and time again,
and sadness. Many have only known bad
soldiers and their commanders tell us that
times for their whole lives and may never
know better. But there is hope, albeit a small the robots have saved their lives. For me,
being here is validated when a soldier says
slice. In my year here, the biggest sign of
hope was the day we all held our breath and that “Today we used the MARCbot to look
the Iraqis…voted. They braved death threats at a dog carcass and we found a rigged
artillery shell inside. Without the robot, it
to show up to be counted. Damned good
would have been me sneaking up to take a
reminder to us in the US that voting is not
look.” Sounds crazy, doesn’t it? Soldiers
“normal” in many places of the world.
sneaking up to dead animals, ‘empty’ holes,
I have learned a lot about the Army
and burlap sacks. It’s a crazy war. GIs are
culture and the myriad types of soldiers. It’s
fighting bombs fitted into dead animals!
been a unique experience to be embedded
Recently, we finally convinced the powerswith soldiers 24/7. I spend a lot of time
that-be to fund a large scale robot project
traveling to different bases to meet with
soldiers who are using REF provided equip- so that no one ever has to kick that carcass
again. In my book, that’s the pinnacle of job
ment and find out what else we can do to
satisfaction.
help. Sometimes the solutions are high tech
To do this job well requires a certain
and other times low or no tech. My
arrogance. Yeah, I got that covered. I had to
colleagues and I have created all sorts of
solutions – powering equipment in the field, come here believing that our work would
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make a difference: that the work was important even in the face of “acceptable losses”
and “low casualties” compared to other
wars. Our REF team makes only a small
contribution on the grand scale, but I know
without doubt that we have saved individual
soldiers, time and time again. That kid
might never know how close he came to
disaster or even death, but it doesn’t matter
because the tools we provided allowed him
to go home safely one more day.
Except for that soldier we hadn’t heard
from in awhile. We e-mailed regularly about
his use of the robots and then lost touch.
In response to a recent e-mail, his wife
wrote back to inform us that he had been
killed by an IED in Baghdad. That guy, we
couldn’t help. In spite of it all, you see, the
insurgents will always find ways to do
their insurgency.
When I first left for Iraq, I told my
friends and family that it was just going to
be a six month gig. Six months went very
quickly indeed, and now it’s a year in the
making. But every experience has its peak
and then you have to move on. Tennessee
Williams said, “There is a time for departure even when there’s no certain place to
go.” My peak may come sooner than later
when the robot program is accelerated and
we have hundreds of robots in Iraq precluding the need for any soldier to ever walk up
to a suspicious package, hole, or car. That
may be my “one big thing” that I helped
accomplish for these young guys. And I’ll
know in my heart that is time to leave, even
though I don’t know what’s next. The intensity of this experience hasn’t left me much
time for planning…
But when I leave, it will be after
putting every bit of my energy and capabilities into something I truly believe made a
difference to Coalition soldiers facing an
unseen, unpredictable, and merciless threat,
day in and day out. I know it’s only a small
contribution and that robots are not going
to win the hearts and minds of the Iraqi
people nor establish a democracy or stable
government. No happy endings for Iraq
today. But one soldier came over this
morning to say: “Doc, my robot survived
an IED blast last night…”
And it was music to my ears.
To contact Bill:
Bill Cohen
REF Bldg. 99
Camp Victory APO-AE 09342
exponent@billcohen.com
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News of
INTEREST
We have this upbeat news from Tim Anderson,V’79:
“After 23 years of International Sales, 5M + miles of flying and >2300 nights in hotels, I’m pleased to announce
I’m on vacation for all of 2005!!! Looking forward to a
much needed mid-life break and the chance to rejuvenate and reconnect with family and friends!”
We have this word from John Baldwin, Jr. H’34:
“Since 2000, I have published three books (short stories
- fiction) and am currently building six houses.”
There’s news from Peter Birkel Jr. G’56: “After 33
years in Public Higher Education in Connecticut and
Massachusetts, I have retired and live in upstate NY. My
work experience involved Univ. of CT and Cape Cod
Community College with teaching positions and college
administration (Dean). Enjoyed it all! I still travel and
get to the Met in NYC for a good opera.”
Jim Blais, M’75, reports that he ran a marathon in
Phoenix on January 9, 2005 as a fundraising effort for
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
We have this update from Peter Bolger, L’66: “26+
years at Pyrotek – High tech refractories sold to aluminum industry. 100% international now, traveling
mostly to Russia, Iceland, and Western Africa. We
opened a new plant in Siberia in April, so still very busy
with that.”
Charlie Boswell, G’47, advises: “We’re living it up
on the ski hills of New Hampshire and the ski mountains of Jackson, Wyoming. See quite a bit of Rob Staub,
G’57, and a few other Sigs, especially Pete Harter, G’65,
when participating in golf tournaments in Rochester,
NY. Hope to see many more at Convention ’05.
James Brown, L’54, advises: “We spend 12/1–5/1,
skiing at Snowbird, Utah. The rest of year is spent boating, fishing, hunting, and hiking in Europe. Life is
good!”
Sherburne Brown Jr., M’51, writes: “I couldn’t agree
more with Hank Newnan, M’47, who oftens insists ‘I
am glad to be a Sigma Phi.’
David Boyce, MD, F’38, shares this news: “Still living
active life – swimming, biking, and flying. Lost my
spouse, Betty, in June. I see a few names left from the
Wisconsin chapter of F’38 among those who paid annual dues!”
John Burchfield, S’79, recently relocated to Chicago.
He’s very interested in connecting with Sigs in the city.
Reach John at 312-622-8015.
We have this news from Stuart Burroughs,V’60: “I
retired from IBM 3 years ago. My wife, Jeneva, is a
retired teacher and school librarian. We are enjoying
time with family and spending summers at our camp in
Grand Isle, Vermont. We would enjoy hearing from our
many Sig Brothers and Sisters.”
Lee Clementi, L’49, emphatically advises that: “It’s
great to be alive in America! We lives in SC on lake and
have 3 kids, one at Clemson. Amory’s been a great wife.
I’m investing in real estate. I invite my Sig brothers to

update me on their whereabouts via email at
Leedclementi@yahoo.com”
Eddy-Michael Daniel, C’71, advises: “Moved to
South Florida three years ago. Have been in the shrimp
business for 26 years and I’m now VP of the first commercially viable certified organic shrimp company.
We’re growing and processing inland aquaculture
shrimp and fish. I’m finding time to keep up with my
USDA Certified Organic Hog Farm in S. Florida. I regularly travel to Belize, Costa Rica, Honduras, Panama,
and Brazil helping to convert shrimp aquaculture to
organic for marketing in the USA.”
Robert H. Dann, MD, C’56, updates the Flame thusly: “ I am in the last stages of a long and rewarding
career in Radiology and looking forward to smelling the
flowers, reading, golfing, and relaxing. My children have
completed more than half of their educations and are
scattered. Looking forward to staying in a warm climate
with Nancy during the winter.”
Peter DeWitt, MD, U’36 shares these dim tidings:
“Have now moved to a retirement home. Macular
degeneration has caused me to be legally blind.”
John Edmondson, U’48, reports: “My three children
and their five kids joined my wife Krystyna and me for
Christmas ’04 in Washington, DC.”
We have this domestic update from that ever-domestic
Napa County. David Garden, L’48, reports: “We
continue to diversify the agriculture of. California with
our cattle herd. The numbers are small but the meat is
superb.”
Glenn George, C’82: “I am happy to report the birth
of my second son. Henry Malcolm George born Nov.
13, 2004. Mother and baby Harry are doing well.”
In that same ‘Proud Parent Department’, Scott
Gillespie, S’92, writes: “We wanted to let everyone
know that Robert Fletcher Gillespie was born at 6:07
A.M. on Monday, April 18th (about 2 weeks early.) We
call him Fletcher. Mamma, Dad, and baby boy are still
adjusting to new sleep patterns, most of which center
around the word ‘scarce.’ Everyone is doing well.”
gillespie@alumni.virginia.edu
Rich Glenn, Jr. I’49, writes: “In 2003, I flunked retirement and since then am helping a colleague create doctor-owned insurance companies which we then manage
under the Federal Liability Risk Retention Act of 1986.
Rita and I are enjoying life in Sun City Lincoln Hills, a
Del Webb Community for Active Adults. We’re on the
way to Lake Tahoe.”
Peter Hallock, C’50, is living in Swansea, MA
(Chatham, MA in summer). He and Peggy have 2
grandchildren: 3-yr-old Nat and 1-yr-old Sarah. Pete
retired as of Jan 1, 05 but is still involved with Gridmail
Corp which he started 38 years ago. Pete still sails both
summer and winter! He loves fishing and flying his
plane.
Don Hunt, V’73, who has made a career of helping
regular people understand taxation, recently made
a tax time contribution of a different sort. He’s authored
a chapter on Tax Planning for the latest edition of
the National Income Tax Workbook. “As a matter of
practice, we look for every way we can to maximize
our clients’ tax returns”, says Don. His focus? What a
tax preparer can do to optimize returns, particularly
in the areas of earned income credits, child credits,
and retirement saving credits. Don serves as Vice
President of Pat Hunt, Inc.
Peter Hutcheon, W’62, shares this career news:
“After 30 years in practice at Norris McLaughlin and

Marcus, PA, during which I have seen the law firm grow
from 4 to 90 attorneys, I will go “of counsel” in the
summer of ’05 and continue to practice on a part-time
basis.”
Spencer Kellogg II, C’34, reports recently receiving
the Wright Brothers “Master Pilot” award from the
Federal Aviation Administration.
Oscar Kruesi U’42, shares this news: “Retired at the
end of ’04 from active medical practice – consultative
only past 10 years. Am teaching occasionally at Capital
University of Integrative Medicine, Washington, DC.
Thought it’s uncompensated, it represents great pleasure
for me.”
Joseph F. Lovett, V’67, Managing Director of
Louisiana Fund I, proudly announced the initial closing
of the Fund at $17.8 million. The December closing
marked the availability of significant venture capital
funds for investment in start-up life sciences and technology companies. Its emphasis is on economic growth
in the state of Louisiana, and Joe’s optimistic about what
it can do for the state.
Patrick Mahoney U’00, graduated from the United
States Marine Corp Officer Candidates School in
Quanitco, Virginia and accepted a commission as a 2nd
Lieutenant. He is currently attending the Basic School
also in Quantico, Virginia. In Pat’s view, ‘Semper Fi’ and
‘Lead or Die’ have similarly galvanizing sounds to them!
James May, Jr. S’71, writes: “Our daughter, Grier, is
a junior at Wake Forest. Nora and I are selling real estate
for Coldwell Banker in Baltimore.”
Bill Millsom, L’58, advises: “I sold my business and
house last spring and moved to the mystic Greece.
Currently remodeling a 1912 beach cottage into year
round house. Playing lots of golf and enjoying life.”
Brock Muir, Jr. S’54, shares these tidings: “I’m semiretired but still seeing patients in office 4 days a week.
My heart belongs to sailing; I’m planning a Maine trip
this summer, trans-Atlantic trek the next. I’m also training a new labrador puppy, Churchill. Life is good!”
Scott Myers, V’85, writes: “Had a terrific visit with
Bill Mitchell, V’85, and Sig Sister Lisa and their beautiful children, Will and Sara, since my last update. My
cancer is officially in remission and I am enjoying time
with Liz and our children Tom and Hannah. Hope all
are well.”
Lars Nordin, S’88, reports: “Anna Maria and I ran
our second marathon in Richmond in November. It’s a
painful, ludicrous and wonderful experience. The only
thing remotely tougher was the Virginia Swing!”
Rob Sharrow, M’98, posts this update: “Just started
working out here in Pasadena, CA. I moved out with
my girlfriend, Genevieve, and we are doing very well. I
keep in touch with the Sigs I know out here.”
David Norton, S’64, files this report: “After practicing law for almost 30 years, 15 of which were as General
Counsel of a major mid-Atlantic bank and holding
company and the other 15 were with a large law firm, I
retired and am currently volunteering my time at the
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia. Susan and I have been
married 37 years and we’re enjoying spending time with
our 5 grandchildren. Susan owns a cotillion which is
more than 65 years old, and we love to travel.”
Rob Oeflein, F’69, reports: “As I enter 2005 with a
wood fire burning in the cold NW, and the old songs
playing, my memories drift to my days in the Alpha of
Wisconsin. From 1969-1973, I was fortunate to share
my life with the exceptional brothers living in the Old
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Louis Sullivan house at 106 N. Prospect Ave.
Unfortunately I am not in regular contact with many of
my brothers, but my spirit lifts with the thoughts of the
times we shared and the brotherhood we experienced.
My professional and personal life have been wholly
occupying me, but I am always grateful for the spirit of
Sigma Phi.”
Lucas Ortega, M’90, writes: “Still happily married to
my wife Tammy, of course. Living in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn. Still loving to deejay house and techno. Just
started a great new job in the Legal and Compliance
Department at Alliance Capital Management in
Midtown.”
John Pauliny, G’96, has taken the plunge! He was
married on May 14th to fiancé Cathlene Funk.
Robert Pease, Jr. M’53, shares these tidings: “After
retiring from Baxter Healthcare in July 2000, we moved
from Hinsdale, IL, to Tucson, AZ. In April of last year,
however, my wife decided we were too far from our
granddaughter in Albuquerque, NM, so here we are. At
last our new house is built and we are in it. Other than
our granddaughter, the best thing is I am only 1 _ hours
from a great little ski hill in Santa Fe (not too much skiing in Tucson). Hope to go at least 2 times a week.”
Glen Phillips, I’46, encourages Sig readers thusly:
“For the last few years, we have been spending about
half our time in Carmel Valley (winter–spring) and the
other half in Seattle. There’s golf for me and art for
Marilyn. Call if you’re in the area – we’re in the Carmel
phonebook.”
Michael Plumb, V’68, posts this advisory: “Donna
(wife) and I are moving in June ’05 to: 260 Forrester
Lane, Canton, GA 30115.”
Ralph Prince, MD, W’38, was recently honored by
the establishment of endowed chair in medicine at
Williams College.
Bob Pyle Jr.,W’57, posts this update: “Since retiring
from American Express Company seven years ago

among other things I have been playing in most of the
winter weekend handball squash tournaments sponsored by the US Squash Racquets Association mostly
around the Northeast. I’m proud to report earning a
national ranking of no. 5 in the 65 + age group division
for 2004. Anyone got game?”
There’s news from Jim Ritchey, C’82: “I was recently
married to Nathalie Buchet Ritchey, French Professor at
Wellesley College. We now have an extended family of
5 children! Challenges await, no doubt!”
In the ‘far-flung-family department,’ Josh Roach.
V’90, reports: “Our newest family member – Brooks
Kendall Roach – was born March 3rd, 2004. We are
now living in Denver, CO.”
Gil Sanborn, M’70, posts this update: “After 16 years
at First Boston and seven years in private equity, I joined
Lehman Brothers in 2001 to start up a restructuring
practice. I have a group of 12 people and we help companies restructure their balance sheets through Chapter
11 or out of court. We also advise companies buying
distressed companies. I live with my wife, son and
daughters in Weston, CT.”
Peter Sanders,V’89, is currently earning his masters
at NYU in Journalism and lives in New York City. He
recently trekked and climbed Cierro Torre in Tierra del
Fuego over the holidays and wishes any Sig who wants
to trek with him in Patagonia in the future to reach him.
This candid report comes from the always effervescent
Steve Savad, U’86: “After graduating Union in 1989,
this Sig became a wandering bum, traveling the globe
for a couple of years while living out of a backpack. I
returned to New York City and landed on Wall Street
for the next several years until I resumed my travels –
this time as a professional – to Istanbul (Turkey) where
I managed an Institutional Equity desk for a regional
Investment Bank. In 1999, I again returned to New
York City where I founded a company now known
as Restaurant.com. As a rare “dot.com” survivor, we
are a growing national company with nearly 100
employees! Partnered with Internet giants eBay,
AOL, and AMAZON, we offer consumers terrific deals
at thousands of restaurants all over the country. But
don’t take MY word for it, log onto www.restaurant.com
and see what we are offering in your area! I live in

New York City on the Upper West side with my wife
Sherri and our two sons Jordan (4) and Justin (2).
Would love to hear from fellow brothers anytime!
SAVAD@RESTAURANT.COM.”
Charles Sheldon F’46, seems to be spending his
time in all the right ways: “At this point in time, I’m
well and approaching 80 years old. I still fly, kayak, and
walk my basset hound daily.”
These excellent words of wisdom come from Don
Siebert, U’65: “After beginning my career as a chemistry faculty member at Drew University and then
“defecting” to a corporate career of 20 + years at Allied
Chemical (now Honeywell International), I found
myself able to retire in 2002. However, being retired got
old fast for me and I did not want to join in getting old
fast so I’ve returned to my first love – teaching. I am the
chemistry teacher at Whippany Park High School (NJ)
and am loving it. Training, teasing, and tormenting the
minds of the young and the eager is a real joy.
Surrounding myself with these bundles of energy keeps
me young.”
Talcott Stanley, W’37, advises: “I have retired to
Duncaster, a retirement community in Bloomfield,
Connecticut.”
Gerald Stratford, S’59, is a member of the
California Golf Writers’ Association writing regularly on
golf course architecture, maintenance, and history.
Gerry retired from career in Graphic Design in 2000
during which designed several award-winning books
and creating visual identity programs for a wide variety
of corporations in international commerce. He headed
the start-up of the Olympic Club Foundation that has
now granted $1.5 million to over 80 Bay Area Youth
Athletic organizations serving over 40,000 younsters. A
cancer survivor living with stage 3c malignant
melanoma, he has not let his cancer slow him down!
We have this news from Carl Sundstrom, Jr.V’56: “I
am still actively working as a private investigator out
here in sunny San Diego, but not overworking. I play a
marginal game of golf a couple times a week with several friends who are also federal law enforcement retirees.
I have been in touch with several Vermont Sigs circa
1956 over the past year, specifically dinner with Dave
Hagberg, telephone contact (Continued on Page 16)
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Gifts to the Sigma Phi Educational Foundation support the educational
purposes of the Foundation, are tax deductible, and qualify for matching gift
programs of many employers.
Suggested gift levels appear below, but you may send any amount to either
entity. Your generous gift is needed. Please call the Chapel Hill office at 800861-7023 for advice on most convenient way to donate appreciated securities.
Please send separate checks if making a gift to both entities.

❑ Those members initiated in 1999 or after . . . . . . . . . . . . $30.00
❑ Those members initiated before 1999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
❑ My additional gift of $________ in support of the Sigma Phi
Society Permanent Endowment is enclosed.
Make checks payable to the Sigma Phi Society.

❑ My tax-deductible gift of $___________ in support of the educational activities
of the Sigma Phi Educational Foundation is enclosed. (Check gift category below.)
❑ Spirit of Friendship Contributor (up to $99) ❑ Twenty Pearl Sponsor ($100-249)
❑ Thrice Illustrious Sponsor ($500 or more)
❑ Magic Circle Sponsor ($250-499)
The above gifts ARE deductible for federal income tax purposes.
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❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard
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Card Number: __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __
Make checks payable to the Sigma Phi Educational Foundation.
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________________________ Employer: ______________________________ Bus. Phone: ____________________________
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with Jerry Cutler and Roy Ackerman, and emails with
Bob Smith, Rod Hill, and Pedro Mejia. My email
address is CWSJR.SD@COX.NET and I’d enjoy hearing from any of my Sig brothers from yesteryear.”
We have this word from John Taber, G’66: “I took
early retirement again, and now I focus on coaching
girls’ field hockey and lacrosse with some part time
‘guest teaching’.”
Steele Taylor, W’47, shares this ‘iron’ update: “I’m
still on my feet at the 80 year mark! Mary and I have
now traveled to 146 countries in the world in all seven
continents.”
Tom Taylor, G’63, and wife Marty are living in
Walpole, MA., where they continue running their
Century 21 franchises. Daughter Lindsey is at William
& Mary, and daughter Lisa at Clemson. Tom’s trumpet

lip is about shot….but who knows those songs, anyway?
We have this news from Brad Timmerman, U’93: “I
got married to Denise Timmerman on October 12,
2002. Since then we “retired” from our jobs in the
Pharmaceutical Industry and opened up our business –
Fuzzy Butts Dog Daycare.”
“Noted San Francisco attorney J. Michael Traynor
(I’52),” read the copy in the 11/04 edition of
California Monthly, “received the John P. Frank Award,
recognizing a lawyer who has ‘demonstrated outstanding character and integrity; dedication to the rule of law;
proficiency as a trial and appellate lawyer; success in
promoting collegiality among members of the bench
and bar; and a lifetime service to the federal courts of
the Ninth Circuit.” Kudos, Brother!
We have this news from Walcott Watson, H’27: “I
am living in a retirement home in Las Vegas near my
son. I have published 2 books, High and Long Ago and
High and Deep, reminiscences about my years as a
ranger in Grand Teton National Park and an amateur
sea voyage to the Marquises Islands and Tahiti in
late 1939.”

Promoting Local Newsletters
igma Phi has long supported open and
frequent communications among its
members in order to nurture the flame
shared by all initiates. This is evidenced at the
national level by the frequent publication of
The Flame, distributed regularly to all Sigs.
The Society recognizes, in addition, that
local publications issued both by active
chapters and by alumni organizations also
play vital roles in accomplishing the same
global objective. Hence the Society celebrates
these publications by presenting its
Newsletter Awards to the active and alumni
chapters that published the best newsletters
during the previous year.
These awards recognize both the frequency and quality of overall communications efforts by local chapters and their associ-
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ated alumni groups. Announced at last fall’s
convention at Cornell, the winner of the
undergraduate competition was the Alpha
of Wisconsin, publishers of The Alpha
Architect. The Serpentine, published by
the Alpha of Virginia, was announced as the
winner of the alumni competition.
All chapters and alumni organizations
are encouraged to enter their publications in
the competition by sending an electronic
copy to newsletters@sigmaphi.org and, for
paper copies, simply placing the name and
address (120 Campbell Road, Trumbull,
CT 06611) of Newsletter Recognition
Chairman Dan Neumann, F’71, on their
mailing list three times, thereby automatically
providing sufficient copies to meet the
judges’ needs.

Never
Forget
We have been notified that
the following Brothers have
passed from this life since our
last publication of The Flame:

John C. Angle, M'42 . . . . . . . 24 February 05
A. Raymond Betts Jr., V'37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Corbin Burbank, I'34 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
William Cantwell, W'39 . . . . . . .5 January05
Roger Cooley, H'31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Charles W. Darby, L'37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Herbert B. Davison, H'35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
James C. Diefenbach, L'28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Robert Doane, I'38 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Edward C. Farrington Jr., G'35 . . . . . . . . . . .
Theodore Haff Jr., W'40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lee E. Ham, I'38 . . . . . . . . . . .24 January 05
Acheson Harden Jr., W'40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Eugene Hook, F'37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Robert King, M'38 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Robert C. Lamborn, I'51 . . . . . .6 February 05
John Larsen, H'48 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
James Allan Mactier, M'41 . . . 24 February 05
G. Michael McHugh, C'47 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Robert B. Mersereau Sr., M'48 . . 24 March 05
Norman C. Nagle, U'39 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
George N. Newhall, I'31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mason P. Pearsall, L'40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
John F. Richards, M'58 . . . . . 16 December 04
Floyd Schenck, I'42 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Talcott Stanley, W'37 . . . . . 24 November 04
Donald Stewart, I'43 . . . . . . 13 December 04
A. Irving Ivring Totten Jr., U'25 . . . . . . . . . .
Herbert B. Towler, I'42 . . . . . . 14 January 05
Joseph Curtis Tyler Jr., I'36 . . 19 December 04
Robert Vogt, M'48 . . . . . . . . . 3 February 05
Peter E. Yankwich, I'42 . . . . . 1 December 04

Please look at the name and address information below and notify us of any corrections. Use extra space provided for “News of Interest” for the next edition of The Flame.
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