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The Chairman’s Message:
“Reasons for Excitement”
by Marshall Solem, F’79

marshall.solem@zsassociates.com

am very excited about what is
going on in Sigma Phi these days.
Every day, we get closer to realizing
our vision of starting a new chapter. At
the General Convention in Charlottesville in October, attendees had the
chance to meet one of the UNC
student prospectives in our “first-in50-years” colony quest, Sean List. Sean
and a couple of other Chapel Hill
students are recruiting a small cadre
of UNC undergrads whom we hope
will have the conviction to form the
founding class of Sigs at UNC. (See
Scott McCrae’s article on the next
page for more details.) Stay tuned.
I am also excited about our new
website, about which you can also read
more on page 11 of this Flame. For
me, the most important thing about
the new site is its ability to really serve
as a resource for Sig actives and
alumni, alike. If you haven’t visited yet,
check it out at www.sigmaphi.org. Be
sure to register once you get there so
we can keep you in touch with Society
activities. Also, please give us feedback
on how we can improve the site. We’ve
only scratched the surface of the functionality that the new web platform
allows. If you have ideas for improvements, please share them candidly.
(You know: Friendship, Love & Truth!)
I am also excited about the student
leaders at our chapters. I had a chance
to meet with several of them at the
recent Convention. For the first time
ever – in my experience, at least – one
of them actually requested the S&A to
help educate the entire brotherhood
at his chapter about risk management
issues. Risk management is a perennial
topic at our Undergraduate Leadership
Workshop held at each Convention.
Understandably, that session involves
the S&A and our insurance carrier
“pushing” risk management content
at the actives. It is heartening to have
our actives approach us to discuss how
we can bring such risk management
programs to everyone at the chapter
level. It shows me that undergraduate
leaders at Sig chapters are mature,
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insightful, and acutely aware of the
high stakes associated with poor risk
management. In the last two weeks,
for example, I’ve read two stories
about other fraternities which have
paid dearly for poor risk management
decisions by undergraduates. We
must be ever vigilant regarding our
behaviors in this area, and it
encourages me to my core to have
our undergraduate leaders actively
engaged in this key issue.
Finally, I am excited about how
Sigma Phi continues to stand out in
terms of our alumni commitment to
the Society. As part of my civilian job
managing a consulting firm, I often
find graduating college seniors sitting
across my desk as I recruit them to join
our company. During the interviews, I
meet many Greeks. While short interviews don’t always allow enough time
for deep discussions of Greek experience, I always try to learn something
from them that may improve Sigma
Phi. When I ask about relations with
their alumni, I am typically told that
this relationship is primarily manifested in communications with the organization’s national office and occasional
discussions with the president of their
local alumni corporation. Deeper
probing reveals very little in the way of
broader active/alumni relationships:
very little relational substance.
My experiences tell me that the
relationship between Sig actives and
alumni, on the other hand, is much
broader-based and enduring. We see it
all the time: during initiations, homecoming celebrations, alumni-active
work days, March 4th banquets, and
even in spontaneous gatherings of Sigs
around the world. It is my view that –
on average – Sig alumni are closer to
our chapters and the Society than are
members of other fraternities. While
the comparison to other fraternities
is immaterial, this tight relationship
encouraged within Sigma Phi is something to be excited about. Its implicit
interaction, guidance and encouragement suggest the ability of our small
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Society to survive and even grow in an
environment that frequently is not
friendly to Greeks. It confirms that, as
alumni, we can add perspective and
offer advice to our younger brothers.
And it assures that – should we so
choose – we can keep our Sig batteries
charged as we build and sustain relationships within an organization that
in so many cases has impacted our lives
profoundly.
As we celebrate the holiday season,
I hope you are as excited about Sigma
Phi as I am. I also hope that you’ll go
out of your way to turn that personal
excitement into increased involvement
with Sigma Phi in 2008!
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Traction at Carolina Colony
by General Secretary Scott McCrae, V’82

scottmccrae@comcast.net

eing very close to the expansion
project to start our 10th active
chapter at the University of
North Carolina, I thought I would pen
a quick update on our progress in the
Tar Heel State. As I noted in last
spring’s “Flame,” Sigma Phi Society is
in the midst of establishing a new
chapter in Chapel Hill at UNC. In
April of this year Chairman Marshall
Solem, F’79, Donald Beeson, and I
traveled to Chapel Hill to further the
process by meeting with groups on
campus, professors, deans and students
themselves in order to cement expansion possibilities on that campus and
recruit men to become the first class of
the Alpha of North Carolina. Probably
the most important of our series of
meetings was that with the local Sig
alumni who had expressed interest in
helping and sustaining this project. We
intended to personally assure these
stakeholders that Sigma Phi’s national
organization was truly committed to
working closely with them to make this
project a success.
At the reception we held at the
Carolina Inn on campus, we invited
many undergraduates from different
UNC organizations. Hundreds were
invited to come to meet our area
alumni. Out of the hundreds that we
invited, one man actually came and
talked with us for almost an hour.
That man’s name was Sean List. We
kept in touch over the summer with
Sean; as we prepared to start recruiting
this fall, Sean told us he was still very

interested in Sigma Phi.
The end of August came. Sig
alumni in and around Chapel Hill, the
active Serps in Charlottesville, and I
held a conference call to devise our
fall recruitment scheme. We created
an itinerary for four weekends leading
up to the National Convention in
which we would have a series of events.
Undergraduate Sean List would be
instrumental in our recruitment as he
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was solidly interested and seemed to
know quite a few men on campus.
Sean invited some of his friends to
attend the UNC vs. UVA football game
which was followed by a barbeque at
the home of Steven Wright, S’93.
The next weekend was full of energetic, well-done Sigly recruitment. Sigs
took rushees out for golf, basketball
and another group barbeque. A paintball outing completed the rush event.
When the Society’s convention

Kudos & Thanks…
…to the following Sigs for their articles, information or
suggestions supporting this issue of the Flame: Jon Bellona,
H’00, Fred Bloom, C’57, Rusty George, C’82, Rich Glenn,
I’49, Neil Hanlon, L’54, Pete Harter, G’65, Chuck Heisinger,
F’76, Jim Jenkins, S’58, Josh Klein, V’05, Jake Kramer, C’98,
Evan Krueger, F’04, Scott McCrae, V’82, Gregor Nelson,
I’76, Dan Neumann, F’71, Jordan Raetz, M’06, William
Stafford, I’05, and Ken Verostick, L’52.
Issue after issue, we solicit Sig perspectives from real
Sigs in all walks of life. Every one that we publish improves
the quality and readability of the periodical in which it
appears! Contact Mike Imirie, M’69 (mimirie@aol.com) with
your feedback, suggestions, photographs or Sig stories.

weekend came (Oct 17-19), most of
the potential recruits were on a
break/vacation weekend. Although
Sean List was going with his family to
Myrtle Beach, he nonetheless made his
way to Convention ’07 that Saturday.
I had a chance to pull Sean aside
and talk with him about the impact
Sigma Phi can have on a young man’s
life. I described the social skills and
education he would experience, the
interaction with Sig alumni that he
could expect, and the many opportunities the Society would afford him not
only as an undergraduate but throughout his entire life. Sean seemed exuberant and intrigued. He went on to
say that he had been talking with other
potential recruits and that there were
now several good candidates for the
first pledge class of what we hope can
become the Alpha of North Carolina.
As I write, it is now two weeks after
Convention (November 5th) and I just
received a very charged e-mail from
Sean with the names of the seven new
recruits and himself. We are making
provisions to have the Chapel Hill
alumni group and the undergrad
Serps meet this group of eight so that
we can bring this long, deliberate
expansion process to the next level.
This expansion incubus is now
moving into its fourth year, and I can’t
help considering the impact on Sigma
Phi of founding a new chapter. There
will be friendships formed with so
many more Sigs. There will be another
candle on our crest to bolster the
Society’s future….and her legacy. So
many more young men will “thrill to
the gladness” of being a Sig and having
all the rights and privileges which go
along with that awesome prize. I think
back to my conversation with Sean in
Charlottesville. There was a gleam in
his eye when I told him that he and I
would probably recall this little chat
anew in twenty years.
The gleam grew to a full-fledged,
knowing twinkle when I predicted that
he would say “the best decision of my
college days was to walk into the
Carolina Inn and meet with the men
of Sigma Phi.”
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The Future in Geneva, Part II
by Pete Harter, G’65, Society Vice Chairman
he July 2006 issue of
The Flame included
an article written by
Head-of-House Garrett
Teague, G’04, entitled “The
Future In Geneva?” The
article announced to the
Brotherhood that the Delta
had lost its house and its
status as a functioning student organization for a full
four years. The cause of this
situation was “several unrelated incidents in which various
subgroups of Delta brothers
violated the College’s drug
and alcohol policies and
various young alumni had
violated the College’s
pledging and alcohol policies.” Garrett then advised
that the Delta’s undergraduate Sigs and Alumni Sigs would
work together on a “Reinstitution
Plan” to be presented to the Dean and
the Hobart Administration.
I am pleased to report that the
well-planned, sustained and executed
efforts of the undergraduate brothers
and the Alumni Officers resulted in
the undergraduate brothers of the
Delta moving back into 624 South
Main Street. It happened in August
of 2007 after a one-and-one-half-year
absence from the house. The Reinstitution Plan was accepted by the new
Dean, Eugen Baer, and the Director of
Residential Education. The efforts of
Garrett Teague, Tim Starr, G’05, and
the new 2007 undergraduate officers
were assisted by Alumni Officers Mark
Geary, G’79, President; Vice President
Charlie Boswell, G’47; and secretary
Pete Harter. We had many meetings in
Geneva with College President Mark
Gearan, the new Dean, and the new
Faculty Advisor, Prof. Iva Deutchman,
Chair of the Political Science Department. The undergraduates met and
planned with the Residential Life
Council again and again.
The Delta has “risen from the
ashes, like a phoenix” because the
undergraduate brothers and the
Alumni Officers accepted the fact that

peteharter@rochester.rr.com
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we needed to change and reinstitute
leadership, responsibility and accountability at alumni and undergraduate
leadership levels, alike. The undergraduates’ Reinstitution Plan called for
the Alumni Board to repopulate with
additional Board Members and new
young leaders. That plan was implemented at the Delta Alumni Annual
Meeting on September 15 at the Delta.
National Secretary Scott McCrae, V’82,
was present. Alumni President Mark
Geary, G’79, appointed seven young
alumni to Committee Chairmanships,
including Alumni Relations Director
Kip Moncrief, G’03, Physical Plant
Manager and Chapter Adviser Garrett
Teague, G’04, Alumni Newsletter
Editor and Communications Director
Bryan Gallacher, Alumni Fundraiser
Hugh Leoni, G’00,Viele Mentor
Garrett Teague, G’04, (a prior Viele
Fellow) and Cameron RossMacCormack, G’04, Vice President. It
was also announced that Mark Geary
had personally paid for painting the
entire interior of the Delta before the
undergraduates moved in. Mark also
contributed new sconces, lighting fixtures and furniture. Snaps all around

for his remarkable leadership and
generosity!
The Undergraduate Brothers have
agreed to take on more responsibility
and be accountable for their actions.
They will create more leadership positions in the Chapter in order to make
sure that house responsibilities are
equally shared. An alumni code of
conduct was adopted so that it is clear
that alumni – young and old – must
abide by the College’s rules affecting
the Den of the Western Lion. The
undergraduates have restructured
their recruitment and education
process to emphasize for future
pledges contributions to the Hobart
community outside of Greek Life
through their character, leadership
and participation.
The Delta’s Alumni Officers ask
other interested Alumni Brothers to let
us know if you are able and willing to
provide leadership, time, talent and
financial support. It is time for a new
generation of Delta Leaders to engage
themselves, and we welcome your participation and leadership. Let us spare
no effort to help the Delta of New York
rise and prosper in perpetuity.

Questions? Contact Pete Harter at peteharter@rochester.rr.com or Garrett
Teague at garrett.teague@hws.edu or Mark Geary at maggarmd@frontiernet.net
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Anniversary Tribute: 180 years – Incredible!
by Rich Glenn, I’49
s we collectively take pride in
Sigma Phi’s 180th birthday, it is
particularly satisfying to bring
to mind those Brothers who readily
acknowledge that their personal
successes in life have been due in no
small part to the encouragement and
support provided by this Society.
Pursuing this theme requires me
to try to examine the specific nature
of the Society. What is its uniqueness?
What are the character traits which
have so influenced its individual
members to excel and become high
achievers in life? This Brother has
witnessed so many….
The Society’s history is replete with
examples of members who have risen
to the very peaks of their chosen
disciplines. Andrew D. White, G’1850.
Elihu Root, H’1860. Earl Warren, I’12.
George Allen, M’46. Looking at the
remarkable successes of our Brothers
over the decades, one might wonder –
which came first, the chicken or the
egg? Did these men create their
successes in an industrious vacuum,
or were their successes aided and
abetted by the Thrice Illustrious?
Here’s my view: The Society and
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its generations of members crossed
the starting line simultaneously yet
independent of each other.
In Sigma Phi’s fledgling years, it
had the good fortune to be peopled
by stalwart individuals. We accept as
articles of faith that founders Bowie,
Bowie, Witherspoon and Cromwell
were men of immense character. In
the years which immediately followed,
there were similar stalwarts; Brothers
Starbird and Warner come to mind.
Their common thread was to cultivate
friendship not simply as undergraduates… but throughout their natural
lives. Further, they saw the need to
populate Sig chapters with only
modest numbers in order to provide
adequate and personal brotherly
support. What all early Sigs seemed to
have wanted was for each to succeed in
their chosen endeavors. They strove
collectively – reflecting their propitious
natures (remember that word from certain
darkened chambers?) – to create favorable circumstances through which
other Sigs might more easily succeed.
This active, constructive empathy
became a hallmark of membership in
our Society.

As years have passed, such supportive member conduct has become more
finely honed. Helpful and related traits
such as kindness and thoughtfulness
have been encouraged so as to
increase the certainty of successful
outcomes for all Sigs.
In this anniversary year, we can
look back with pride at 180 years of
Sigma Phi. The real achievement is far
more than just the passage of time,
however. In all of those years, Sigma
Phi has emphasized the establishment
of character. She has reached out to
all of us to encourage development of
the highest and most honorable
human traits. Decade after decade, the
Society has directed that each new
class of members at all of her chapters
learn and practice Friendship, Love
and Truth as bases for carrying on
their everyday lives. Time has shown
that the application of those traits –
both within our hallowed halls and in
the world beyond – is very good for
the men who have worn the badge.
The passage of 180 years proves
that this “formula for character” has
been very good for the longevity of
Sigma Phi, too.

Hidden in Plain Sight
by Chuck Heisinger, F’76 Chuck@Heisinger.org

ur chance encounter took place on the picturesque
Muskegon River, near Newago, Michigan. The
occasion was family camp on Labor Day weekend.
Both of our families had retreated to the friendly and rustic
offerings of the Evanston YMCA’s Camp Echo in
western Michigan.
I knew Jim only as a well-liked
patriarch of a large family with years
of association at the camp. He was a
federal judge in Chicago. We paired up
as canoe partners for our river trip. I
jumped at the chance to partner with
Jim, if nothing else to find out what
was on the mind of the judge!
As we paddled down the river, passing by an
occasional fly fisherman, the conversation turned to all
things marine. I knew that Jim was known as an able sailor
and that he had sailed the Caribbean extensively. At one
point, searching for a connection, I announced that I had a
friend and fraternity brother who had sailed the Great
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Lakes and beyond. Jim responded that he had bought a
sailboat from his fraternity brother. I mentioned that my
fraternity brother was an Evanstonian by the name of Larry
Perkins, F’25. Jim responded that indeed he had purchased
Larry’s boat “Allegro” and that Larry was his fraternity
brother. What a surprise – on all counts. After trading
a few catch phrases to verify that we
were talking about the same Larry
Perkins, the same boat, and the same
undisclosed fraternity, I learned that I
was canoeing with none other than
James B. Moran, M’49. What a delight!
Needless to say, the subject of the
boat was only the tip of the iceberg. Jim
had some wonderful stories about Ann Arbor’s Red
House on the Hill and I responded with a few from my
limited exposure to 907 Lincoln in my graduate days.
Jim and I finished the trip with a Sig handshake, a big
smile and a new conviction that Sigs are sometimes closer
than we think.
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Sigma Phi @ 180: A Bit “Odd”?
by Jake Kramer, C’98

jak34@cornell.edu

This viewpoint was excerpted from the Hicks speech delivered at Convention ’99 at Union by Jake Kramer, C’98. While it was a
fine oration when Jake first delivered it eight years ago in Schenectady – runner up, in fact! – its remarkable, original research
and its thoughtful look at possible Society origins make it an even better exploration as Sigma Phi celebrates 180 years.
he origins of Sigma Phi are
described as “mystical.” Our
four founders left us few concrete records of its inception. Their
veil of secrecy and the ensuing 180
years have left us with a predominantly oral tradition. What we know
is recorded in our minds, in our
songs, in the Catalogue, and in a few
surviving documents. We know the
basics. Appreciation of our history
and our founding, after all, has always
been synonymous with “Sigliness.”
In this article, however, I will step
beyond the bounds of our established
body of knowledge and propose a
theory which, I believe, sheds new
light on those “mystical origins of
Sigma Phi.” In an auspicious Society
anniversary year, such an exploration
makes abundant sense.
Have you ever seen an Odd Fellows
Lodge? You would probably recognize
it by a distinctive sign hanging on
the front of an old building. That sign
would feature the letters F-L-T
en-closed in three rings. Could it be
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that these familiar letters, in an unfamiliar place, mean what we Sigs understand them to mean?
In order to further explore this
striking coincidence, I delved into the
long history of this secret organization.
Known today as the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF), the
group is best described as a secret and
fraternal organization based on good
works, honor and friendship. Some
sources trace Odd Fellowship to
Roman times, when members of the
Roman Legions in England were
called “Fellow Citizens.” What is commonly believed to be the first printed
record of an Odd Fellows Lodge, however, refers to a circa-1748 meeting at
England’s Globe Tavern. The lodge
mentioned in this source was numbered nine, so there were probably
eight other lodges formed before this
one. At this point in history, England’s
rampant poverty was believed to be a
function of character, rather than circumstance. Non-public charity organizations supplied the only relief for the

Postal Service complicity in "Best Sig Love"? Not at all. Just a fraternal greeting from Sig stalwart
Bill Brennan, L'78, which accompanied his dues payment during the 1997 campaign!

poor and starving. The Odd Fellows
gained prominence as one of these
organizations, working to help the
destitute. By the turn of the century,
there were many Odd Fellows Lodges
in England. In 1819, the organization
spread to North America, when five
Odd Fellows from England founded
Washington Lodge No. 1 in Baltimore,
Maryland. North American Odd
Fellowship rapidly expanded.
Currently, there are hundreds of
active lodges in this country.
Now, the plot thickens. As I am
sure you remember, Thomas Fielders
Bowie and John Thomas Bowie hail
from Upper Marlboro, Maryland. The
35-mile trip from Upper Marlboro to
Baltimore is a long, but not unrealistic,
carriage or horse ride. Accordingly,
the hub of Odd Fellowship was only
a short distance from their home. As
members of a prominent and wealthy
family, the two Bowies were part of the
social group which often produced
members – and founders – of the many
secret societies formed in this country
during the early 1800s. Even if they
weren’t members, John and Thomas
were both old enough to be aware of
relatives who might have become Odd
Fellows. Clearly, the two didn’t oppose
becoming members of a secret society,
or they would not have taken part in
founding Sigma Phi. It is possible that
one or both of the Bowies were in
some way connected to Odd Fellowship, and they may have helped found
Sigma Phi with the ideals of an established secret society already in mind!
What I have managed to learn
about contemporary Odd Fellowship
has only strengthened this possibility.
Odd Fellows publicly describe their
organization as a “Three Link Fraternity based on the ideals of Friendship,
Love, and Truth.” What, I ask, are the
chances of such a stunning values
coincidence? The words are identical,
in the same order, and carrying the
same message as our own. At the
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prised. If the spirit of Sigma Phi has
time of Sigma Phi’s founding, there is
ever such a noble soul commands.”
existed throughout the entire course
little chance that anyone not an Odd
I have held my heart in my hand,
Fellow would be aware of their usage
and I’ve seen others do the same. This of modern civilization, I am not
shocked. As esteemed brother Elihu
of these words.
passage is as fitting a description of
Root, H’1860, so eloquently explained,
Here are a few more suggestive
what that really means as I’ve ever
“No human institution lives long
facts. One of the IOOF’s most imporheard. But it comes from the hand of
unless it meets a human need. It is this
tant symbols is a hand holding a heart, an Odd Fellow, not a Sig.
quality,” he said, “which has carried
almost exactly like the one which
So, you might ask, what does all
our Society into its second century, full
adorns the Society’s seal. Though not
this innuendo and inference mean to
of life and vigor.” What the illustrious
azure and argent, the official colors of
our Society and to us, as Sigs? The eviRoot wanted to convey, I think, is that
Odd Fellows’ Junior Lodges are blue
dence I have presented, after all, is
the core values of Sigma Phi are imperand silver. The main figure in Odd
largely circumstantial. I have not been
Fellows ritual has a title that all initiatvious to time or change, because they
able to find concrete proof -- and not
are fundamentally important ideals
ed Sigs would recognize instantly.
for want of trying! -- that any of the
that cannot help drawing virtuous and
There are simply too many similarities
founders was in fact affiliated with
honorable men. It is this quality which
to discount the strong possibility of a
Odd Fellowship. In this exposition, I
could easily have existed for 2000
connection. To reinforce this point, I
have merely presented a possibility. If,
years, and will just as easily carry our
offer a passage from an article in Odd
indeed, there should prove some conSociety into its second millennium,
Fellow’s Magazine, which I found on
crete connection between Sigma Phi
“full of life and vigor.”
microfilm in the Library of Congress.
and Odd Fellowship, I would never
If there is a lesson to be learned by
Written but one year after the foundconsider the two alike. They are fundaa connection with Odd Fellowship, it is
ing of Sigma Phi, it is a description of
mentally different groups with diverthis timelessness of Sigly virtues. Ideals
the symbolism behind the hand and
gent purposes.
as fundamentally honorable as the
heart: “Of all members of the human
What they do share, however, is
ones that Sigs have carried in their
frame, the hand is most active, for by it spirit. If the ideals of Sigma Phi can
hearts for 180 years cannot possibly be
we indicate our thoughts when our
actually be traced to Ancient Rome –
specific to one brief stretch of history.
words cannot be understood; we by
that is, if Roman Legionnaires carried
In a sense, there were Sigs before
our hand have a sort of universal lanFriendship, Love, and Truth in their
Sigma Phi as we know it, and there
guage; with the hand we describe and
hearts as Odd Fellows – I am not surwill be Sigs forever, even
point out all elements of
if the worldly trappings
time, place, and manner of
of the Thrice Illustrious
what we relate; with the
should succumb to unkind
hand we excite passions,
fate. Our Society is the
soothe the heart, approve
inevitable product of a
or disapprove…[and]
true understanding of
admire or manifest our
friendship, love and truth.
contempt. The heart
It codifies what we all
denotes not only that part
know to be true, and
of the human body which
translates abstractions into
is the fountain of life and
a concrete understanding
the most marvelous in its
of our roles in friendship,
motions; it begins to beat
in brotherhood, and in
the moment we come into
life. It guides us among
this world, and when all
worldlings and joins us
other members of our
as brothers.
body are at rest, the heart
Sigma Phi is not a
is in perpetual motion…
structure; it is not an
penetrated with love and
address. It is instead a
respect for all that we are
unique notion of character
bound to by solemn
that elevates the select few
obligation. The heart and
from the rest, in a mutual
mind that are affected with
appreciation of honor
pure Friendship,Love,
and accomplishment.
and Truth, will soon underSo, one might say, has it
stand the hand and heart;
been for millennia, and
for the breast will become
so shall it be forever.
a noble seat of action; and
Esto Perpetua.
the hand must obey whenOddfellows artwork: here, the rings with F–L–T above, and the “eye” opposite

F
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Winning Hicks Oration
by Jordan Raetz, M’06

jraetz@umich.edu

A highlight of each annual convention is the Hicks Oratorical Contest, in which qualifying undergrads address the Friday
night convention audience on the purposely broad topic of “Sigma Phi.” Eight contestants representing seven chapters took
part in what General Secretary Scott McCrae, V’82, described as “the very best Hicks Oratorical in recent history.” Judges
Dell Hutchison, I’71, Bob Mersereau, M’74, and Dan Neuman, F’71, had a very challenging time evaluating because of
high levels of preparation, emotion and creativity by all orators.
began college thinking I was all set.
I had good friends, a great family,
and was smart enough. I knew for a
fact I would never join a fraternity. I
wasn’t into huge parties, I don’t drink,
and I’ve always had a bad mental picture of fraternities. However, during
my second semester, one of my bestfriends happened to give me a business card for Sigma Phi, advertising
free bowling, food, and a movie. I
figured I’d go and hang out with him;
after all, there was no commitment
and I’d at least get to hang out and
enjoy. I had a lot of fun, met some very
cool guys, and ended up hanging out
with some of them until the early
morning hours, talking and eating
Red Hot Blues and guacamole. Sigma
Phi, it occurred to me, did not fit my
view of the average fraternity. If you’d
asked me what it was that was different
about it, however, the best I could’ve
come up with then would be, “It
wasn’t creepy.”
Through pledge term and initiation I began to realize not only why it
was different, but what it meant to me
personally. I grew up with three sisters
and a large extended family. In the
past four years, however, I’ve lost three
of those people. Though family can
never be replaced, it can always be
added onto. My freshman year I
gained 30 new brothers, and I look forward to gaining more. That is what fraternities have been missing for a long
time, and what skews the worldly view
of what a real fraternity is. Fraternities
were meant to be brotherhoods and
extended families. Such a powerful
reward doesn’t come just from spending a few months getting to know the
guys. It comes from what they teach,
and what it means when you become a
Sig. The bonds of Friendship, Love,
and Truth are highly revered by all
chapters, as is evident when they come
to visit. Last year, brothers from Union

I

Hicks Orator Jordan Raetz, M’06
visited the Alpha of Michigan for 4th
of March and Swing. Though they
were here just for a few days, they were
by no means outsiders. I spent an
entire day with them, they bunked in
my room, and we talked as if we had
known each other all our lives. A
strong friendship – unexpected to me
but probably second nature to them –
was formed because of the common
denominator of Sigma Phi.
A powerful proof of the bonds of
the Sigma Phi came only nine days
after I became a brother. Fortunately,
one hour after my last exam (!) rather
than before, my lung collapsed, sending me to the ER. There, I was told I’d
be home in 24 hours with nothing
more serious than a small tube in my
chest for a little while. twelve days, six
tubes, three scars, and teo surgeries
later, I finally made it home! In that
time, though, almost all of the brothers in the house – whom I had only
known for only three months – came
to visit and make sure I was all right.
While I was heavily medicated, they sat
by my side, talking to my parents while
I attempted to remain conscious long
enough to thank them for coming. I

came home to find my inbox filled
with e-mails sent out by one of my
pledge brothers, constantly updating
all the brothers on my medical condition. This proved to me how different
Sigma Phi is from other fraternities.
Some of them at U of M have over 200
members, where pledges don’t even
know the names of all the brothers.
Here, everyone not only knows each
other, but loves each other like family
when family is strong.
Right from the start, my Sig
experience was wonderful, but it gets
even better as time goes on. We all
know the Sig motto “Lead or Die.”
Before I had ever heard of Sigma Phi,
I knew leadership was a strong quality
to have. I considered myself to be a
good leader; I could easily take charge
of a group working on a project and I
was a diligent captain of my high
school track and cross country teams.
But the type of leadership you learn
from Sigma Phi is at a very different
level. The ability to lead yourself into
the unknown, take challenges head on,
and put yourself in a challenging situation, persevering to the end, is much
harder to learn, but far more beneficial. This is the leadership that Sigs
have learned for the past 180 years,
and is the driving reason we are the
longest continuously existing fraternity.
Through times of anti-fraternity sentiment, external pressures to be shut
down, and occasions of war, brothers
have taken risks and put themselves
out there for the good of Sigma Phi.
Sigma Phi teaches us in our lives
both inside and outside the house. She
gives us strength and inspiration to do
what we know is right, despite risk. I
took this to heart. I initiated at the
very end of my freshman year, and as
soon as I made it home from school
(and the hospital!), I went over to the
house of my dream girl. She had been
(continued at bottom of next page)
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Sig Miscellany, Starting With…What’s in a Name?
by Ken Verostick, L’52

kenverostick@hotmail.com

ithin Sigma Phi, we pay special
attention to “the ties that
bind.” One of these that is a
knot in the bond is how we remember
our Sig brethren. This notion may
have appeared in previous issues of
The Flame but I dare to introduce the
nicknames cascading about the Sig
house at Lehigh from 1951 to 1952.
(In the interest of decorum, I hastily
add that the following were used in
daily life by Sigs. They are not to be
confused with those assigned by the
Little Fairy for use in conclave!)
Those names that I recall from
Bethlehem’s hallowed halls are....
Spineless, Grin, Don-Don, Hooks, Dirty
Mouth, Real, Valves, WestWind, Jet,
Howler, Lump, Duzit, Rock and Rose.
Of course, we Brothers on Sayre Hill
also had our animals....Toad, Tortoise,
Casper, Guppy, Bird, Cat, Moose, and
Bear. (Other Lehigh Sigs with perhaps
clearer memories are invited to add to
this list…) Do these names – or perhaps the circumstances which gave
them birth – sound recognizable to
other Sigs, too?
In 1952, a Wisconsin Sig by the
name of Bill Schempf, F’37, came to
Lehigh to become head of the Music
Department. I connected with Bill and
we worked together on a couple of
musical productions together. He left
Lehigh after a couple of years to head
up the music department at West Point
as a Colonel. I trust that his marching
experience with the cardinal and white
was helpful.
Another “Did you know?” piece
of arcana. In 1953 or 1954, there was
interest in establishing a chapter at
UCLA to keep the company of our
illustrious Alpha in Berkeley. Yours
truly was one of the volunteers willing
to transfer and start that very hopeful
colonization process (and also to

escape winters in Bethlehem!) In fact,
there were about five of us willing to
join Brothers from other chapters in
starting a California Beta in Los
Angeles. But – alas! – it never came to
pass. I do hope current efforts for new
Sig chapters bear fruit.
During freshman rush in the
spring of ’53, we decided not to pledge
a certain legacy. This was a POWERFUL legacy, not only as far as the
Alpha of Pennsylvania was concerned
but also because of the family’s strong
involvement with the University and
the development of South Bethlehem.
Some of us were resigned to pledging
this person but others strongly felt that
he was not good Sig material. Heated,
long and painful discussions followed.
In terms of harmony, they did not represent our finest hour! The deep feelings and the passion which surfaced
could have broken the Bonds that
brought us together. We knew our
decision would not please influential
Sigs, but we reached a consensus that,

in retrospect, brought us closer together…. Writing about this some 50 years
later still makes me squirm.
On the other side of this coin, we
rushed another strong legacy who
broke his father’s heart by declining
our invitation to follow in his father’s
fraternal footsteps.
Each of these experiences was a
profound “membership moment” for
all of us at the Alpha in those days.
I suspect they have been mirrored
elsewhere in the years since.
Why my continuing interest, lo
these many years later??? As General
Douglas MacArthur, a former West
Point graduate and a later commandant, once said, “My last living
thoughts will always be – The Corps,
The Corps, and The Corps!” While I
can’t go quite that far, there has always
in my life been a profound and unique
appeal for The Brotherhood, The
Brotherhood and The Brotherhood.
For me, it’s as simple…and as
enduring…as that!

(Hicks Oration from previous page)
of one my best friends for three years,
and despite her having a boyfriend of
two years, and having turned me down
a year earlier, I knew it was the right
thing to do. After my experiences in
Sigma Phi, I knew it was a situation

where I had to put myself out there
and take a chance – I’ve been dating
that girl ever since!
Sigma Phi is the best college
decision I’ve made. The friendships,
lessons learned, and skills gained in
this Society will lead me to do great

things and to never forget those who
helped me get here. I hope that each
of us will continue to lead the Sigma
Phi to prosperity, so that in 2037 we
can gather at convention to celebrate
200 straight years of the right kind of
brotherhood.

W

The Lehigh chapter, circa 1953. Ken Verostick is in the front row at extreme right.
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The Sub Project
by William Stafford, I’05

wstafford@gmail.com

ne of the least noted rooms
within the sleek Teakwood
Towers of the Alpha of
California is a small room called the
Sub. Half below ground, cramped and
full of moisture, the Sub has only one
small entrance that any Brother has to
duck down just to enter through. The
room was converted from a storage
shed into a music room back in the
’80’s, but had been unusable from
excessive water damage. With the tutelage of Dave Munroe, I’86, the rotten
plywood floor was removed and replaced with a multilayered, watertight
floor constructed of pressure treated
2x4s, sealed birch plywood, and a
beautiful cabin sole topping. Such
an elegant floor design was deemed
necessary due to the slope driven water
flow from the back of the house to the
front during the rainy season. We
made it watertight like a ship.
Our revamping of the Sub was a
long project with many challenges; at
last, however, the floor was successfully
installed. Currently, more steps of the
project are being taken. Electricity is
still an issue as is moisture. A dehumidifier and sub-pump are hoped-for
additions to help protect the floor
and future walls.
I am pleased to see that efforts to
improve this room in our beautiful
Thorsen house have inspired other

O

The Alpha of California on Piedmont Avenue in Berkeley

Brothers to spearhead different architecture-driven tasks such as refinishing
decks, cleaning and staining the front
door, returning the woodshop to full
functionality, and repairing damaged
stained glass. (The transport of such
stained glass from Berkeley to
Pasadena is now a pledge trip that has
been performed by the past three
pledge classes!)
It is my greatest hope that funding
available through the Sigma Phi

Educational Foundation (SPEF) is
advertised as effectively to all of our
Society’s actives as it was to me. The
resources available to fund educational
improvements through SPEF are
remarkable.
The Berkeley chapter’s Sub project
just proves that a small, dark and dingy
room that doesn’t even connect to the
interior of the house can spark the
desire within Sigs to seek, to explore
and to perform within our Society.

Educational Foundation Keeps up the ‘Good Works’
by Dell Hutchinson, I'71, President, SPEF

dellhutchinson@yahoo.com

he Sigma Phi Educational
Foundation continues to do
“good works” for our Society.
One of the most unusual and noteworthy of our recent efforts was
SPEF’s sponsorship of a debate at the
Hamilton Convention last fall. That
sometimes passionate, always entertaining dialogue was all about statesmanship, and – more specifically – early
American statesmen Alexander
Hamilton versus Thomas Jefferson.
Three nationally recognized scholars
spoke to an audience of approximately

100 convention-goers in the circa1827 (!) Phillip Hooker Chapel on the
Hamilton College campus. We plan
additional academic presentations at
conventions in years to come.
Your Educational Foundation
donations have also brought value to
your chapter. For example, the
Foundation sponsored a Sig/Faculty
dinner at University of Virginia last
spring. The wireless network in
Madison was likewise funded by SPEF.
You’ve read about the California
Alpha’s ‘Sub’ elsewhere in this issue of

T

the Flame (above). The cornerstone
project, restoration of the Sigma Phi
Thorsen House in Berkeley, continues
with major groundbreaking planned
for the summer of 2008.
Speak to your SPEF representative
about how SPEF can assist at your
House. And please be generous when
you receive your solicitation from
Sigma Phi Educational Foundation at
year’s end.
All contributions to the Sigma Phi Educational Foundation are tax- deductible.
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New Website Launched
e are pleased to announce
the new and dramatically
improved Sigma Phi website
at www.sigmaphi.org. The new site
brings our web presence into the 21st
century with many enhancements
over the old site, including:
• Much improved user interface
intuitive menu navigation
• Enhanced public section to help
explain Sigma Phi to prospective
members, their parents, and the
general public
• Increased content in the “brothers
only” section to help our brothers
and chapter leaders stay up-todate on latest Society news and
programs
• Greatly improved security for
on-line transactions including
purchasing Sig merchandise,
registering for Sig events, paying
dues, and making donations
• The ability to affiliate in “groups”
with other Sigs to share ideas and

W

common interests
While much improved, the new
site taps into only a small amount of

the functionality possible through our
new web platform. We plan to continually evolve the (continued on page 16)

2007 David Brown Award Conferred on Jim Jenkins
by Dan Neumann, F’71 DNeumann@orgdynamics.com
many roles, during his college days Jim
t was ironically appropriate, during
was elected chapter president and held
the course of emceeing the
other house offices, plus was chairman
Society’s 2007 Convention Banquet
of the Inter-Fraternity Council
in Newcomb Hall on the UVa campus,
Governing Board.
that Jim Jenkins, S’58, learned of his
As a Virginia alumnus, Jim has
selection as the seventh recipient of the
been a long-term member of the
David S. Brown Distinguished Sigma
alumni board, including service as its
Phi Service Award.
president. He has lead several imporNamed for David Brown, S’70, a
tant fund-raising campaigns critical to
long-time committed Sig and one of
the chapter’s longevity and frequently
the driving forces behind the creation
has presided over ceremonies as the
of the Sigma Phi Educational
chapter has expanded its membership.
Foundation, the Award aims to recogJim has also served the Society
nize Sig Brothers who have demonstratin a variety of national roles, most
ed their enduring love for our Society
prominently as its immediate-past
through their boundless energy and
Chairman of the Standing & Advisory
contributions to its brotherhood and
Committee.
He’s been Virginia’s S&A
well being.
Jim Jenkins, S’58, receives engraved Revere
Delegate
and
Sigma Phi Educational
Jim has been extraordinarily
Bowl from National Awards Co-Chair
Foundation
Trustee
numerous terms
generous with his time in many
Dan Neumann, F’71, in conjunction with
and
served
as
the
SPEF
vice president
community and charitable activities in
earning the David S. Brown Distinguished
for
several
years.
his hometown of Richmond, Virginia,
Sigma Phi Service Award
Jim currently serves the Society as
and beyond, but the focus of the Brown
its representative to the National Inter-Fraternity Council as
Award is on his many contributions to Sigma Phi.
Jim has served in many senior leadership positions at all he works on a variety of issues important to Greek societies,
particularly smaller ones like Sigma Phi.
levels of our Society over the past fifty years. Among his

I
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Convention ’07: A Senior in Charlottesville
by Josh Klein, V’05

jklein@uvm.edu

eing a senior in the illustrious Sigma Phi Society has
been a privilege for me. I have been able to
encounter and enjoy many experiences, but the most
memorable by far was my first National Convention. To
some, I suppose that it may seem strange that I didn’t get to
a convention until senior year; to refute that point, though,
I’m sure there are some Sigs who have not had the privilege
to attend in their lifetimes.
When the opportunity came up for me to make the trip
to Charlottesville, I jumped at it. Finally…my senior year
and I was able to do something I have wanted to do since
I was a freshman! I had heard so many things about the
Society’s annual convention: the group meetings, being
introduced to the wandering birds from across the nation,
and – of course – the parties!
I was not sure what to expect, especially with all the
hype from the past, and went in with an open mind. I can
honestly say that it was one of my best college experiences.
Spending an entire weekend with a group of men who
share one common bond is something I never thought I
would experience.
The Undergraduate Workshop and the S&A’s Annual
Meeting of the Members were constructive. I know that my
fellow Vermont Sigs and I definitely took away some very
important information from the meetings. These sessions,
in which all of our chapters come together, hearing the
same information, sharing ideas about how to make recruitment better and how to increase protocol for our social
gatherings, represented essential sharing. I recall sitting in

B

Undergrad Vermont delegation at Convention ’07. Josh Klein is at left.

my chair during one of our sessions, leaning back and
looking around the room, and just smiling to myself as I
tried to picture what my life would be like in 30 years. As
I flipped through those thoughts, I saw all the faces of the
men I had met that weekend, back at another convention,
sharing stories with our younger members and making
friends with them.
If I could pass on one bit of information to any undergraduate member of the Sigma Phi, it would be this: Stay
involved. Any chance you get to spend time with other Sigs
from around the country, grab it! This is the largest family
you will ever have, so take every opportunity you can to
meet everyone.

At the banquet of the 2007 Annual Convention in Charlottesville, Virginia
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Nominations Open For The Elihu Root
Distinguished Sigma Phi & David Brown Awards
he Standing and Advisory
Committee is soliciting nominations for its two highest awards
conferred on Sig Brothers.
The Elihu Root Distinguished
Sigma Phi Award, initiated in 1989, is
to recognize and honor Sigma Phi
alumni for lifetime achievements that
reflect Sigma Phi’s values and bring
credit to the Society. The award is
intended to provide inspiration for all
Sigs and in particular for undergraduates, our leaders of the future.
Worthy candidates for selection
are graduate brothers who have
distinguished themselves by achieving
national or international prominence,
providing broad public service to
others in society, and/or rendering
outstanding service to the Society or
to the fraternity system. Over the years,
the award has been conferred on
Charlie Boswell II, G’47, Chet Eaton,
V’30, Hastings Keith, V’34, Art Nielsen,
Jr., F’38, Larry Perkins, F’25, Barney
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Elihu Root

Rocca, I’34, and Chet Sawtelle, U’29.
The David S. Brown Distin-guished
Sigma Phi Service Award, named for
long-time Sig stalwart David. Brown,
S’70, was instituted in 1999 to recog-

nize Sig Brothers who have demonstrated their enduring love for our
Society through their boundless energy
and contributions to its brotherhood
and well being. Jim Jenkins, S’58,
earned this distinction at Sigma Phi’s
2008 Convention in Charlottes-ville.
Prior recipients include Ted Bosley,
I’73, Calhoun L.H. Howard, S’54, Mike
Imirie, M’69, George Mercer, M’68,
Steve Moore, V’41, and Doug
Tudhope, V’47.
Nominations are due by July 1
and welcome sooner. Any individual or
group may make such nomination,
with or without the nominee’s knowledge. There is no prescribed format
for submitting a nomination other
than providing a comprehensive
description of the candidate’s
contributions in publishable form.
Nominations will remain confidential,
revealed only to those brothers who
are directly involved in the selection
process.

Nominations are being accepted by Dan Neumann F’71, the Society’s Awards Co-chairman, who may also be contacted
concerning additional details at dneumann@orgdynamics.com or 120 Campbell Road, Trumbull, Connecticut 06611.

California, Cornell and Wisconsin
Accorded 2007 Newsletter Awards
he Society conferred its 20062007 annual Newsletter Awards
at Convention ’07 in Charlottesville. The winner of the undergraduate
competition was the Alpha of Wisconsin, publishers of The Alpha Architect.
The Epsiloner, published by the
Epsilon of New York, and The Sig
Bear, published by the Alpha of
California, were announced as the
co-winners of the competition involving newsletters published by alumni
organizations. The two separate awards
recognize both the frequency and
quality of overall communications
efforts by Sigma Phi’s local chapters
and their associated alumni.
The Wisconsin actives published
their newsletter early in the fall,
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while California and Cornell alumni
published impressive editions in the
spring and fall. Of particular note, all
three chapters also published electronic editions, which are posted and
available for reading by going to the
national Sigma Phi website at
www.sigmaphi.org. We applaud these
chapters for their efforts in communicating with their graduates to nurture
the flame shared by all initiates.
The Wisconsin active chapter’s
award is its fourth since the Society’s
recognition program began in 1990,
while California’s newsletters have
been honored six times and Cornell’s
four times.
In collaboration with the Sigma
Phi Educational Foundation, the Soci-

ety’s Standing & Advisory Committee
encourages all chapters to communicate regularly with their members.
Chapters are also asked to provide a
copy of their electronic publications to
Newsletter Recognition Chairman Dan
Neumann, F’71 (dneumann@orgdynamics.com), for posting on Sigma
Phi’s national website and automatic
entry into the competition.
All chapters and alumni organizations are also encouraged to enter
their printed publications in the competition by placing Dan’s name and
address (120 Campbell Road,
Trumbull, Conn. 06611) on their mailing list three times, thereby automatically providing sufficient copies to
meet the judges’ needs.
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Hamilton Sig Spearheads
2008 Cross Country Memorial
on Bellona, H’00, and seven
others will be running cross
country during the summer of
2008, dedicating one running mile to
each soldier killed in Iraq.
The event is called Run for the
Fallen, and – quite simply – it will
commemorate the American soldier.
The odyssey will begin in California at
the Marine Corps base at Barstow, the
embarkation point for many troops
bound for the Middle East. It will end
71 days later at Arlington National
Cemetery, zigzagging cross country
and covering just over 4000 miles.
Each day’s run will cover between 55
and 65 miles.
Throughout this odyssey, runners
will place an American flag and a
personalized soldier sign card at the
end of every mile in remembrance of
each fallen soldier. The team will be
supported by three support vehicles
along the route. Those support
vehicles will carry supplies, provide
places of rest for off-duty runners and
protect runners on the road.
Without invoking politics in any
way, Run for the Fallen will celebrate
the lives of those soldiers who have
died during the war. Runners will
create a memorial trail spanning the
country, a distance of 4000 miles. They
will also fundraise for four organizations directly helping families of those
killed and soldiers returning home
wounded. (The groups are: Wounded

J

Warrior Project, Yellow Ribbon Fund,
1st Lt. Michael J. Cleary Memorial
Fund, and the Gold Star Support
Center.) The runners’ efforts, the flags
placed en route, and the monies raised
for those organizations will ultimately
honor America’s fallen soldiers.
Jon explains: “I know I run for my
best friend and fellow Sig, Michael
Joseph Cleary, H’00. Mike served as a
1st Lt. in the Army, and was killed by
an IED ambush on his way back from
a mission on Dec. 20, 2005. While his
death – or perhaps more accurately
Mike’s spirit – compels me to run, I
know Run for the Fallen is something
larger than either of us. It is an active
healing process, a run to remember,
and an event that directly helps the
wounded, their families and the
families of service members killed
in action.
“I feel as though now is a good
time to call out to Sigs across the
country, as we will be running across
the USA. We can further Mike’s life
and those of other Sigs who answered
our country’s call, connect the
chapters of Sigma Phi from Berkeley
to Charlottesville, and honor the very

ideal that characterizes our Sigma Phi
brotherhood.”
In the context of Run for the
Fallen, Brother Bellona appeals to:
• Any Sig interested in running a leg
• Any Sig interested in sponsoring a
soldier’s memorial marker.
• Any teacher interested in helping us
to make sign cards.
• Any business executive interested in
sponsoring the run.
• Any Sig who has lost a friend, a
brother, a family member to share
with us their story.
Thus far the team consists of
Shannon Cleary (Mike Cleary’s sister)
and two other Sigs, Adam Bedient,
H’02 and Sean Tice, H’03. Sean and
Adam will be on hand throughout the
run, documenting the event on film
and uploading pictures of the memorial trail. The team still needs to find
five or six dedicated runners to join
throughout the 71-day cross-country
voyage.
For more information, please visit
the website: www.runforthefallen.org or
contact Jon directly at 315-404-2239
or jon@runforthefallen.org.
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Viele Scholarship Update
by Glenn Georger, C’82

ggeorge001@yahoo.com

he Francis S. Viele Scholarship Trust awarded
$162,000 for the 2007-2008 academic year to 33 very
accomplished and academically promising Sigs. The
total awarded places this academic year among the top
three in the history of the Viele Scholarship, despite considerable volatility in the financial markets, which affects the
Viele Trust’s size and grant-making capacity. The average
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grant size (approximately $4,900) continued its long-term
upward trend.
The significant distribution of scholarship funds again
demonstrates the Society’s unwavering commitment to the
pursuit of Truth through scholarly endeavor.
Details of the awards by chapter are shown in the two
tables below.

Number of Scholarship Awards

Scholarship Award Dollars

Chapter

Chapter

Grad

Undergrad

Total

$3,000
$12,000

* $16,000
$30,000

$19,000
$42,000

$11,000

$4,000
$28,000
$7,000
$8,000
$16,000

$6,000
$4,000
$34,000
$22,000
$8,000
$27,000

$53,000

$109,000

$162,000

Grad Undergrad Total
* 3
6

4
8

2

1
6
2
2
3

1
1
7
5
2
5

Cornell
Wisconsin
Hobart
Hamilton
California
Michigan
Virginia
Union
Vermont

10

23

33

Grand Total

Cornell
Wisconsin
Hobart
Hamilton
California
Michigan
Virginia
Union
Vermont

1
2

Grand Total

1
1
3

$6,000
$6,000
$15,000

* Deferred till 2008-2009 academic year

The applicant pool was down somewhat from recent
years, with 66 Sigs applying. “We continue to be impressed
with the overall strength of the applicant pool,” said Viele
Scholarship Selection Committee Chairman Glenn “Rusty”
George, C’82, a five-time Viele recipient. “Yet we wish more
Sigs applied for the Viele. This is especially the case for
those chapters – including Hobart,
Hamilton, California, and Union – which
have not submitted large numbers of
applications in recent years. For those
who apply, the historical likelihood of
receiving a scholarship is around one in
two. We need to redouble our efforts as a
Society to encourage applications.”
Among this year’s winners is one
Viele Mentor. Brendan Matthews, V’02,
who is pursuing graduate studies at the
University of Wisconsin, will serve as

Mentor to the Alpha of Wisconsin. The Viele Selection
Committee is delighted to be able to continue this
important program.
The Viele remains the largest scholarship program of
any fraternity or sorority in the country. Since its inception
in academic year 1978-79, over $2.8 million nominal dollars
in Viele Scholarship funds, worth over $4
million in current dollars, have been
disbursed to over 500 Sigs.
Applications for 2008-09 scholarships
will be posted on the Sigma Phi Web site
(www.sigmaphi.org) in January and will be
due by April 1, 2008. Sigs with questions
about the Viele program can contact Rusty
at ggeorge001@yahoo.com. Rusty asks
Sigma Phi alumni to encourage any Sig
they know who will be pursuing a degree
to apply for a Viele.
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Commitment to Sigma Phi
by Fred Bloom, C’57

fred.bloom@bihfarms.com

I was initiated into the Epsilon
of New York in the spring of
1957 and graduated from
Cornell in 1960.
As a house officer during that
time, I met many alumni who were
involved as directors and trustees of
our chapter. I quickly realized that it
was their house, too – not just an
isolated undergraduate group that
changed its personality yearly as
seniors left and pledges joined. It
seemed natural to maintain my
association with the house after I left.
I knew some Sigs before I even went to
Cornell through my own brother,
Peter, who was two years older and also
a Cornell Sig. There were also high
school friends who had become Sigs
there. It was just natural to build on all
these contacts as I went about growing
up and facing a career and marriage
and family.
One of the strongest draws to the
increasingly widening pool of Sig
friends was the families of my contemporaries – parents, sisters and brothers.
This development could not have been
imagined; I was just joining a fraternity, after all. Little could I or any freshman know that he was instead “adopting” an extended family that would last
a lifetime. These friendships were
more like an extended family which
had their beginnings at the undergraduate chapter. We visited and kept in
touch with many. Eventually, marriages
doubled the close friends and then the
children intertwined with our lives.
The alumni corporation at Cornell
is The Epsilon Association, commonly
called “The Epsilon.” Over the years,
the Epsilon is the glue that holds our

chapter together. A fraternity house
by its very nature tends to drift in
personality from year to year: some
years good, some years not so good.
The Epsilon is the chapter touchstone.
The twenty plus members of the
Epsilon have different skills, ranging
from consultants, businessmen,
lawyers, professors and Wall Streeters
to a yogi, inventors, cybertypes, salesmen, architects and entrepreneurs.
Regardless of career credentials,
members of the Epsilon understand
that they are to 1) help our undergraduates run a complicated organization and 2) at the same time remember that they are students first and a
living unit second. Some Epsilon volunteers are directors. Others are
trustees. Some serve on the periphery
as advisors and counselors. I have
found such service rewarding enough
to have been active in some alumni
role for over forty years.
Just as important as keeping the
house fiscally sound and physically
sound, the Epsilon’s alumni need to
collectively make sure that the actives’
experience equals our experience.
The best-qualified directors of the
Epsilon had great undergraduate
experiences themselves. I have become
very close to fellow members of the
Epsilon – no matter the range of our
respective Sig years – and sometimes
think that they were in school with
me!
The Epsilon exists to guide, to
nurture, to maintain and to lead. The
directors and trustees guide the actives
through many organizational problems whose solutions may not be that
obvious. Over many years, we have also

raised the funds necessary to maintain
a beautiful house. With a physical
plant dating back to 1929, Sigma Phi
at Cornell is a constant renovation
work-in-progress.
Competition has been increasing
at all colleges and universities in the
form of residential houses or colleges
modeled after the Oxford system. We
can and will continue to compete
with that. Self-governance is the key
difference. The Epsilon plays the role
of the “Invisible Hand.”
It is rewarding to see Sigma Phi at
Cornell maintain its greatness. The
Epsilon’s enduring accomplishments
are appreciated equally by each new
group of actives, by other alumni and importantly – by our host University.
Every successful fraternity chapter
needs vigorous input from its alumni.
It must be selfless and giving. In Ithaca
and within this Society, the results of
such ongoing, vital involvement are
easy to see.

(Website from page 11) site, taking
advantage over time of many more
features and capabilities of the new
platform.
If you haven’t already discovered
the new site, please check it out the
next time you are on-line. Note that
you have to “register” as a member
on the new site. Follow the easy

instructions on the home page to do
so. When registering, you will be asked
to enter your contact information
(address, e-mail, etc.). The purpose of
this is to ensure that our records are
complete and up-to-date with your latest information. Once registered, we
strongly encourage you to go into the
“brothers only” section and review

the list of Lost Sigs. Please share any
contact information you have about
those Sigs so we can restore the tie
that binds.
We hope you'll agree the new site
is a vast improvement over our old
one, and we look forward to your
comments about making site even
more useful.

I

Fred Bloom, C’57
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News of
INTEREST
Ross Blaufarb, I’80, moved to Bangkok,
Thailand, in August 2007. He lived there
previously from 1989 to 1993 when he was
a journalist for Variety and Billboard.
During that time, he met a wonderful
woman by the name of Piyarat. But, as
John Lennon said, “life is what happens
when you’re busy making other plans.”
He moved back to the States to pursue
various career opportunities. Fourteen
years later, he and Piyarat rekindled their
relationship. Piyarat has a 9-year-old son
and an exciting career as cultural affairs
attaché at the Australian Embassy in
Bangkok. So Ross, a writer with no fixed
hairstyle, was the likely candidate to
make the move in order for them to be
together. He’s very happy in his new
family and home, continuing to write
screenplays and do publicity and marketing writing until he gets his big break in
Hollywood. In July 2008, Ross and Piyarat
will be married at the Sig Place in
Berkeley. Any Sigs who find themselves
in Bangkok, please drop him a line.
rosbla@earthlink.net
Fellow Berkeley Sig Ted Bosley, I’73,
reports a propitious on-the-job visit in
Pasadena: “Six pledges traveled from
Berkeley in September to visit the Gamble
House, where I have been director for 15
years. Like the home of the Alpha of
California, the Gamble House was
designed by architects Charles and Henry
Greene nearly 100 years ago. I was happy
that the pledges seemed so interested!
If you’re coming to Pasadena, please
visit, one and all.”
bosley@usc.edu

distinctly historical tidings: “The attached
photos [shown above and right] were
taken in September 2007 at the cemetery
where George G. Benedict, V’1845, and
other family members are buried. Four
grads and four active members of the
Alpha of Vermont gathered there to hear
the house president give the Benedict
Toast (ginger ale, of course!). Benedict
was awarded the Medal of Honor for his
Civil War service in Stannard’s Vermont
Brigade when it hit what Virginians call
Pickett’s Charge in its right flank, causing
many casualties and great confusion.
After the war, he served as editor of the
Burlington Free Press for over 50 years,
and wrote Vermont in the Civil War,
which is still the basic text on that
subject.” Jim lives at 2104 Woodmont
Road, Alexandria, VA 22307.
John Gardiner, M’00, writes to advise that
he makes cabinets of the most exotic

Newsflash from Frank Bradley, I’79,
residing in Portland, Oregon, since 1990:
“In July of 2006, I wed Alexis Young Lee
in Honolulu. Witnesses /celebrants included Rich Hennum, I’75, Timo Moran,
I’76, Jon Blaufarb, I’77, and Doug Kari,
I’75. Special thanks to Brothers Hennum
and Moran (for their good company and
moral support, who shared my last
bachelor pad in Kahala for a week prior
to the nuptial rites. Wandering Birds:
Look us up if you come to our town.”
frbradley@comcast.net
James R. Dimon,W’56, shares these

Aircraft cabinetry by John Gardiner, M’00

kind. This true craftsman – “senior cabinetmaker,” by title – works for Oxford
Aviation in Oxford, ME, a firm that does
aircraft refurbishment at the request of
well-heeled owners. Most of the business
involves private and charter planes from
the ’70s and ’80s. The new or refurbished
cabinetry requested by Oxford’s customers typically is veneered with exotic
woods. John explains that his current
project – a twin-prop Piper Cheyenne III
seating seven – has cabinets, credenzas
and armrests being finished with a
Carpathian elm burl which costs a whopping 25 dollars a square foot! Afterwards,
a high-gloss clear coat is applied and cabinets are buffed to a mirror shine. Seating
is generally done in leather, with the
pilot/copilot seats usually getting sheepskin covers as well in order to provide
more breathability. The end results,
according to John, are quite striking.
“When a plane comes in, we usually gut it
inside and out, top to bottom. We take
care of aircraft painting, designing a refitted interior, new seating and luxury cabinetry. Then we send it out looking brand
spanking new. Business is good. I’ve had
three days off in the last month!”
jgardiner@meca.edu
Dr. David J Gerber, I’93, proudly reports:
“Finally, David Gerber has left school!
The doctoral dissertation has been
defended and accepted by Harvard
University. Now I am back to the grind.”
djgerber@post.harvard.edu
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This Asian update comes from Robert
Haag, H’84: “I resigned as President of
Utopia Brands, makers of sunglasses,
moto & snow goggles and apparel, in
September. After 2 1/2 years of stellar
growth followed by 1 1/2 years of both
declining revenues and unsuccessfully
attempting to secure substantial outside
growth capital, it was time for me to move
on. I needed to take six or so months off
to follow the tributary of the wandering
backpacker. I have embarked on a severalmonth journey to SE Asia (Thailand,
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Bali, etc.) with
a planned final stopover of a week or so
in India on my way home sometime in
January. As I write, I have now been in SE
Asia for about a month and so far the trip
has exceeded all my expectations. It’s
awesome to be able to really unwind, to
be in the moment and enjoy everything I
am experiencing. I really love this part of
the world; SE Asia is my favorite locale.
On one hand, the people are so friendly,
welcoming and helpful. On the other, it’s
just so inexpensive! One of the coolest
aspects of SE Asia is the multitude of wandering travelers from all over the world
inter-secting here like nowhere else. So in
addition to making many new local
friends, I’ve met lots of interesting travelers and expatriots. While In Chaing Mai,
I began taking Thai language classes. I’ll
continue to study on my own.”
robert.haag1@gmail.com
We have this news from First Lt. Jeffrey
Wood Hastings,V’00: “I’m currently
enjoying the inhumanely hot Iraqi summer in a beautifully decrepit and insurgent-infested Baghdad suburb. Seriously,
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Robert Haag, H’84, with Joy and Gaoi, in Thailand

though, things are going well. I have just
been moved from being a heavy weapons
platoon leader to be a light infantry scout
platoon leader in the 10th Mountain
Division, so my last few months of deployment should bring an interesting change
of pace. I’m looking forward to returning
to the Home on the Hill this winter.”
jeffrey.hastings@us.army.mil
Jim Jenkins, S’58, reports these reunion
tidings: “This photo of three extremely
handsome Sigs was taken at the 50th Class
Reunion of Granby High School held at
the Norfolk Yacht and Country Club in
Norfolk, Virginia on May 19, 2007. Bob
Layton, S’57, graduated from Granby in
1956 while I and Brian Brewton, S’59,
graduated in 1957. Bob rushed me into
Sigma Phi and we both rushed Brian after
he transferred to UVA from another college. Bob still lives in Norfolk while Brian

Distinguished Serps Bob Layton, S'57, Jim Jenkins, S'58 & Brian Brewton, S'59

lives in Cornelia, Georgia. Bob got Brian
to come up to the reunion by promising
to also attend this event. The three of
us enjoyed our ‘homecoming within a
homecoming’ no end!”
jljenkins@rcn.com
We have this news from Madison via Head
of House Evan Krueger, F’04. “The
Alpha of Wisconsin was able to create a
from-scratch website that was a great asset
to us this fall during Rush, helping to net
eight interested worldlings. It contains
testimonials from Sigs expressing their
experiences with Sigma Phi as well as an
essay detailing chapter and Society histories. We also have a section with all the
officers, active roster (listing names,
hometown and major) and pictures from
active member activities. The URL can be
found at www.sigmaphiwisconsin.com.
Because we want to streamline the
process of turning this website over to
an undergraduate once our current webmaster graduates and because we needed
very capable software, we began to
explore our options. Thankfully, Josh
Seibert, F'06 (one of our actives) works
with the University’s Tech Department
and was recently able to get advanced
web-design software for free!”
emkrueger@wisc.edu
We have this news from Israel Maynard,
V’94: “Lots of life changes…went to work
for Burton Snowboards in 2006 and I’m
spending many weeks in China. Any Sigs
in Hong Kong? I have a 20-month old
daughter (Isabella Rose) and a 5-month
old son (Theodore Hall). Sig sister
Toniann and I just moved the family
to a new house, too. Lots of room for
wanderers at: 276 Crispin Drive, South
Burlington, VT 05403.
israelmaynard@hotmail.com

DECEMBER 2006

PAGE 19

Send your News of Interest to Sigma Phi National Headquarters,
Post Office Box 4633, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27515-4633
In an October update, Bruce Moore,
M’80, advised: “Kristin and I just got back
from a two-week trip to Spain in celebration of our 10th and 15th anniversaries
and finishing graduate school. I had just
finished my qualifying exams and was
working on my praxis proposal at our
10th anniversary, and we were both
physically and emotionally exhausted
when I finally finished in 2004, so we
finally took a big trip. We had a great
time, even though Kristin got a cold halfway through, and I caught it on the last
day... just in time for plugged up ears on
the three flights it took to get home.”
bwmoore22@verizon.net
These glad literary tidings are reported by
Jeff Smith, M’76: “Living in downtown
Chicago, managing director of Accenture’s global retail business. Seven kids,
lots of family activities, and still racing
triathlons. Heading to Australia for
Ironman WA in December 2007, relay

with daughter Megan (swim) and wife
Jayna (bike) – I’ll do the run. Wandering
birds should drop by or at least drop a
line when in Chicago.”
jeffrey.r.smith@accenture.com
Too often in life, our names end up on
the wrong lists. The name Dave Verdier,
M’68, MD, has just found its way to the
right one, to be sure! Dave, an opthamologist in Grand Rapids, MI, has earned a
place on a biennial publication of the
“Best Doctors in America,” published
every two years by an industry advocacy
group called Best Doctors, Inc. Such
accolades are solicited and garnered
strictly within the MD community; voting
is always peer-about-peer, and this year’s
results were generated by opinions of
those MDs who earned top honors two
years ago. U.S. doctors designated as Best
Doctors represent only about 4% of all
practicing in the U.S. Kudos, Dr. Dave!
daverdier@aol.com

Since the publication of the May 2007 edition of the
Flame, we have learned of the deaths of these Sigs:

Barton, John F., H’48 . . . . . . . . . . 3 March 07
Borth II, George, G’62 . . . . . . . . . . 18 Oct 05
Burgess, John Stuart, V’39 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Conger Jr., Ralph G., M’38 . . . . 11 March 07
Davidson, Harold E., M’36 . . . . . . . 9 Sept 06
DeWitt MD, Peter, U’36 . . . . . . . . . . 9 Feb 06
Donald Jr., William, I’35 . . . . . . . . .11 Sept 06
Eisenwinter, Philip D., V’40 . . . . . . . 1 Jan 05
Flood, James, I’48 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 Feb 04
Gander, Roderick M., H’49 . . . . . . 24 Sept 07
Halls, Steven J., V’83 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Haynes, Christopher S., C’74 . . . . .12 Nov 07
Lundy Jr, Richard H., L'54 . . . . . . 13 June 07
Lyman VII, Elias, V’34 . . . . . . . . . .15 Dec 01
Matthews, Donald, G’62 . . . . . . . . 20 May 06
McGuigan, Frank H., L’34 . . . . . . . 31 Aug 06
Mudge, Philip T., L'51 . . . . . . . . . . 24 Feb 07
Nicholl, Norman, M’47 . . . . . . . . . . 8 Mar 07
Rosenau, David L., L'52 . . . . . . . . 20 April 07
Sheldon Jr., Kenneth, S., U’47 . . . . 29 Dec 03
Wannamaker, Wesley K., C’48 . . . . . 3 Sept 03
Westervelt, Paul T., I’31 . . . . . . . . 10 April 06
Wright, Harry, F’45 . . . . . . . . . . .16 March 07

1954: “Like Ships Passing in the Night”
by Neil Hanlon, L’54

greenflag@cox.net

past April, by happenstance, I was
ifty-three years ago, Bill
seated next to Bill. He spoke of his
Poarch S’54 was initiated at
early stint as a Naval pilot followed
the Alpha of Pennsylvania in
by a career with United Airlines.
Bethlehem. Coincidently, I also was
At some point he spotted my
brought into the fold at Lehigh in
Lehigh class ring with the gold let1954. We first met, however, this
ters representing Sigma Phi
past April in Petersburg, Virginia,
emblazoned upon a black onyx
at a Rotary Club meeting. How
background. We, then, stood up
could it be that two neophytes were
and shook hands in the time-honinducted at the same chapter in
ored Sigma Phi fashion. I was elatthe same year without knowing
ed; at last, we were in the same
each other? Was the house memroom at the same time!
bership so large that everyone was
The photograph shows the
amorphous? And how ultimately
newly-awakened brothers at the
did we discover we were brothers?
historic Flank Road in Petersburg,
The mystery becomes less mysteripart of a pair of facing siege points
ous when I explain that Bill was
that characterized the Petersburg
a member of Virginia’s charter
Neil Hanlon, L’54 (l) and Bill Poarch, S’54, in Petersburg
campaign that dragged on in 1864
class: one of the pioneer brothers
to 1865. I’m the Commander (at left) of the Tidewater
who traveled to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, as Serps and
camp of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. Our
returned to Charlottesville, Virginia, as Sigs in fall 1954,
camp physically reclaimed the deserted Fort Alexander
during the colony’s first initiation. During this interlude,
Hays and for good measure raised $2,600 to place the fort
I was yet a Lehigh pledge, and was hustled out of the
on the Civil War Trails map with a Civil War Trails sign. I
house during the ceremony. I wouldn’t be initiated until
insisted on sharing the honor when the sign was installed
later that year.
with a prominent citizen from Petersburg – my Sigma Phi
Fast forward to the present… As an invited guest from
brother, Bill Poarch, S’54.
Williamsburg to the Rotary luncheon in Petersburg this

F

Sigma Phi’s 2008
Convention Set
for Madison
elp Madison Sigs celebrate a 100-year
history within Sigma Phi over the
weekend of September 18 – 21, 2008.
While planning details are naturally still
evolving, you can direct any questions you
presently have to active chapter contacts
Alex Borden, F’05 borden@wisc.edu or
Jeff Drengler, F’06 drengler@wisc.edu.

H

2007 Dues Final Reminder
Earlier in the year you received a letter from Society Chairman Marshall Solem, F’79, reflecting
Sigma Phi’s remarkable, 180-year longevity and asking for your support during this auspicious
anniversary year. With the year almost over, now’s the time to dust off that letter and put it to
good use. Dues are $50 for alumni initiated prior to 2002 and $35 for those initiated 2002 or
afterwards. If you haven’t yet paid dues this year, please respond generously.
Your dues each year enable the Society’s publishing, training and expansion efforts.
Without active support from Sig alumni, there’s no progress in those key areas, just as there
would have been no Sigma Phi at all had the Brothers Bowie, Witherspoon and Cromwell not put
a brave stake in the ground in Schenectady in 1827. Please mail your anniversary dues check,
payable to Sigma Phi Society, to Sigma Phi, P. O. Box 4633, Chapel Hill, NC, 27515-4633.
It’s your support, after all, which moves our Society forward. Society initiatives of all kinds –
publications like this Flame, database management, website enhancement, chapter visits
and more – are made possible by your ongoing generosity toward Sigma Phi.
“Among so few, Brothers, the influence of each one is deeply felt.”
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