i SinC
in
inC
the Sisters in Crime Quarterly

Vol. 23, No. 4

The Mystery Book Buyer in the Digital Age
by Triss Stein and Kathie Felix

T

he Sisters in Crime (SinC) study of the
buying habits of mystery book readers
will be released in January 2011. SinC
members will have free online access to the full
report at www.sistersincrime.org. Members
will be notiﬁed by email when the study results
are available on the SinC website.

Background
The mystery book buyer study, the ﬁrst of its
kind, is based on publishing industry data
gathered by R.R. Bowker’s book sales analysis
division, PubTrack. The survey was designed
to provide an overview of the mystery/crime
ﬁction book-buying landscape, with information on who buys books, what they buy, where
they buy books, and why they buy them. The
goal was to help SinC members make good
business decisions when crafting their own
public relations strategies.
The study gathered information from more
than 1,000 individuals drawn from two sources:
a pool of 75,000 Bowker survey respondents
who bought a book in 2009 and the ﬁrst half
of 2010 and a supplemental contact list provided by SinC. The survey participants
included a range of mystery readers, including
occasional mystery/crime ﬁction readers and
deeply involved mystery fans.

Awareness of Mystery Titles
The number one factor that determined how
mystery readers became aware of books was
through knowing/liking an author—making
“branding” even more important than conventional wisdom suggests. The next four factors,
in order of inﬂuence, were: that the book was
part of a series, an in-store display/on shelf/spinning rack, a book-buying club such as the Book
of the Month Club or the Mystery Guild, and
the recommendation of a friend or relative.
A slightly different picture emerged when readers were asked to rank 27 items in terms of the
amount of inﬂuence they had on getting individuals to read a mystery. The number one
“major inﬂuence” for all of the surveyed age

groups (20s, 30s, 40s, 50s and 60s) was a recommendation from someone they know, making that nebulous word-of-mouth inﬂuence
very important.

social media, indicating that authors who write
for this audience could ﬁnd it useful to seek
ways to contact them.

The survey identiﬁed a "middle tier" of inﬂuencers, including newspaper or magazine advertising, bookseller recommendations, posters in
a store or library, bookstore newsletters, and
librarian recommendations.

Does the Mystery Book Buyer survey provide
SinC members with all of the answers they may
be looking for? No—no survey could do that.

Book covers
Just as authors have always thought, a book’s
cover plays a signiﬁcant role in the decision to
purchase a mystery. In the list of 27 items inﬂuencing an individual to buy a book, the cover
ranked number two in terms of having both a
“high inﬂuence” and “some inﬂuence” on a
purchase decision. A total of 57% of respondents said the cover had “some inﬂuence” on
their decision, while 18% of respondents said
the cover had a “high inﬂuence.”
While authors generally feel that they have no
control over cover decisions, they do have some
control over many of the elements that can
determine the strength of a cover, such as a
strong title and good cover copy. And, as mentioned above, an author’s name also adds muscle to the cover.

Ebooks
Although ebooks are a smaller part of the
market than recent media coverage suggests,
this segment of the publishing industry is certainly growing. In 2009, ebooks accounted for
1.7% of all book sales. In the second quarter of
2010, this number increased to 7%. In the mystery category, ebook sales grew to 7% in Q2,
while sales of hardcover books declined by
approximately the same amount.
Readers in their 40s buy more ebooks than
other age groups; this group cited the availability of ebooks as an inﬂuence to buy more
of them. Offering ebook versions of novels at
the time of their hardcover release would
encourage ebook sales. This age group also
participates in activities such as book clubs and

More information?

Would the report ﬁndings be different in a year
or two as technologies change? Undoubtedly —
and it would be interesting to ask some of the
key questions again to see how the trends shift.
Would the answers be different if the survey
included only seriously-involved mystery fans?
Probably—but we believe that SinC members
already have good ideas about how to reach
those devoted readers.
The overall question, of course, is how to grow
and sustain a career as an author of
mystery/crime ﬁction by reaching more readers
who enjoy and buy mysteries but are not deeply
involved in the world of mystery ﬁction.
We believe the SinC Mystery Book Buyer report
addresses a variety of the needs of our membership and we look forward to your comments
and discussion on our listserv, at meetings, and
in and around the mystery community.
We hope to update the study in a year or two,
incorporating your thoughts on the information that you found most useful and the additional questions you would like us to ask. Meanwhile, watch for the complete study. Read it.
Discuss it. Make use of it.
Triss Stein (in photo) was a senior researcher for
the media group of a major consulting ﬁrm for
many years. Her short story, “NYP Daughter,”
appeared in Murder New York Style.
Kathie Felix is a journalist and
editor based in the Washington, Dc
area. She covers technology, publishing and education for a variety
of media outlets and is treasurer of
the Sinc-chesapeake chapter.
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Deadlines & Submissions
• Deadline for articles for the March issue
of inSinC is January 15.
• Include name, email and mailing address,
and phone number with submissions.
• Send columns, articles, high-res photos,
ideas, praise, and story ideas via e-mail to
Molly Weston
mysteryheel@mac.com
919.362.1436

Legend
In 2008, the board of directors of Sisters in Crime implemented a new strategic
plan. Three goals emerged from this plan. inSinc articles will be marked with
icons to represent the appropriate goal.
Advocacy, monitoring, and reporting

Docket
• Members’ publications since this edition
will be listed in The DOCkeT. Include
publication dates when submitting.
• honors, awards and events of great “pith
and moment” should be submitted as
short, separate notices without publicity/
promotion of individual members.
• Material for The DOCkeT is due January
10 and should be sent to
Patricia Gulley
weyrcottage@yahoo.com

Professional education and career development
Membership growth, networking, and forums for members
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Cathy Speaks

I

grew up with three sisters. (Outgoing president Marcia Talley has me beat; she had
four.) No brothers for either of us. I never
thought I needed any more sisters. had a gracious plenty of those.
But then I found myself adding sisters. Dozens
and dozens of them.
In the early 1990s, Marilyn Wallace
responded to my fan letter (remember the
days of real letters?) about her short story
collections with a suggestion that I join Sisters
in Crime. I then wrote kate Mattes, owner of
the iconic kate's Mystery Books in Cambridge, about membership.
Marilyn and kate were my ﬁrst two new sisters.
I made a pilgrimage—and that's what it felt
like, a deﬁning journey—to kate's. Small-town
girl that I am, I managed to ﬁnd my way on
the T. The store hadn't opened for the day
when I arrived on that bright October morning, but a guy was busy building a graveyard
in front of the rambling Victorian. for halloween. Turned out he too was a lawyer.
Turned out he would later review my ﬁrst
(anthologized) short story for kate's newsletter.
My ﬁrst-ever review.
That short story had been accepted by editor
Sue Dunlap—a goddess (as past SinC presi-

dents are known), one of the founding mothers, a kind and patient mentor and delightfully
witty sister. Thanks to her advice, I attended
my ﬁrst Malice Domestic convention, where I
stood gape-mouthed in the hallway. “That was
Mary higgins Clark!” “I'm in the elevator with
Dorothy Salisbury Davis!”
Over the years, I added more sisters—writers
whose books I'd loved and collected. Nancy
Pickard, Margaret Maron, and others have
given me advice about agents, about career
direction. Most importantly, they and too
many others to name have provided fun and
friendship—the things sisters (and lots of
brothers) do for each other.
I'm ﬁrst and always a mystery fan. SinC continues to introduce me to wonderful writers
and to good-humored, supportive friends and
fellow readers. The additions to my long list
of sisters continues to grow.
Thinking back over the long list of sisters who
brought me into the fold, I realized I haven't
done nearly enough to invite others to join us.
That's my pledge—starting with my own “real”
sisters.
Do you have friends—or brothers or sisters—
who love mysteries? Invite them to be a part
of a large, fun, and most unusual family!

Editor’s Note
by Molly Weston

I

f you’ve gotten this far in your reading,
you’ve seen the teaser aricle about the
important Bowker study commissioned by
Sisters in Crime. Watch for an e-blast when the
ﬁnal report is ready.

The Membership Committee has an update
and, as a reminder, we’ve listed some of the
important beneﬁts of SinC membership. Read
over these and ensure you’re taking advantage
of every one! Speaking of membership, it’s
renewal time. Beth Wasson shares ways to
renew in “Brieﬂy…from Beth.”

As usual, several highlights of Sisters and chapter activities are inside, and the minutes of the
Board meeting held at Bouchercon are here
too. Maryglenn McCombs has speciﬁcs on getting ready for an interview while emily howie
tempts writers and readers alike with tips for
online research at the Library of Congress.

Leslie Budewitz and katherine Ramsland continue their ﬁne series on the law and psychology, respectively. These columns always take
me a long time to format because I get lost in
reading them!

Sisters in Crime is embracing the IndieBound
effort. kathie felix brings ideas to help independent bookstores. Once again, gender bias
has reared its ugly head. Julianne Balmain
brings an update on that hot topic.

The report on Bouchercon includes Anthony
and Macavity nominees and winners. We congratulate our Sisters who garnered these recognitions. It truly is an honor to be nominated—
and a thrill to win.

inSinc
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On a personal note, I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
my ﬁrst year as inSinC editor. It’s been a real
pleasure to meet so many members. Unlike
Cathy, I was an only child, and I’m especially
glad to have this complement of sisters!

Paretsky is Grand Master

O

n November 18, MWA announced that
Sara Paretsky was chosen 2011 Grand
Master. This award represents the pinnacle of achievement in mystery writing and
was established to acknowledge important
contributions to this genre, as well as a body of
work that is both signiﬁcant and of consistent
high quality. Ms. Paretsky will be presented
with her award at The edgar Awards Banquet,
which will be held at the Grand hyatt hotel in
New York City on Thursday, April 28, 2011.
When told of being named Grand Master,
Paretsky said, “I'm so glad to win this. I'm glad
to have this for my very own.”
known as the founding mother of Sisters in
Crime, Sara Paretsky was chosen mS magazine’s
1987 Woman of the Year. The British Crime
Writers awarded Paretsky both the Cartier Diamond Dagger for lifetime achievement and the
Gold Dagger for best novel of 2004. She has
continued supporting SinC tirelessly since the
organization’s inception.

Paretsky revolutionized the mystery world in
1982 with her novel Indemnity. The book introduced detective V.I. Warshawski, a female private investigator who used her wits and ﬁsts,
challenging a genre in which women typically
played minor or passive roles. Paretsky, who
lives in Chicago, has written twelve best-selling
Warshawski novels. She has also penned a
memoir, two stand-alone novels, a collection
of short stories, and has edited four anthologies.
"The mystery genre took a seven-league stride
thanks to Sara Paretsky, whose gutsy and dauntless protagonist showed that women can be
tough guys, too," said Larry Light, executive
Vice President of MWA. “Before, in Sara's words,
women in mysteries were either vamps or victims. her heroine, private eye V.I. Warshawski,
is whip-smart and two-ﬁsted, capable of slugging back whiskey and wrecking cars, and aﬁre
to redress social injustice.”
Cathy Pickens, SinC president was delighted
with news of the award. “It’s a big thing to have
our founding mother recognized!”

Chapter Highlights
Desert Sleuths Chapter (Arizona)
www.desertsleuthssinc.com
The Desert Sleuths Chapter has been making
appearances at a number of local libraries to
promote our anthology How Not to Survive a
Vacation. We always open with a nod to Sisters
in Crime and have gained several members
this way, including Lesa holstine, a reader and
librarian. She is the Lesa behind the highly
regarded Lesa's Book Critiques.
Our Write Now! 2010 conference in August,
held at the Wrigley Mansion in Phoenix, featured not only great writers James O. Born and
Robin Burcell, but Barbara Peters of the Poisoned Pen, and Anthony Award-winning
author Bryan Gruley. Lesa holstine was our
Guest of honor.
We have forged a very nice relationship with
“the Pen” and our local Borders and have had
a very successful year.

inSinc

Scarlet Letters - New England Chapter
www.sincne.org
On September 25, intrepid members of the
New england Chapter of SinC gathered at the
Worcester Pistol & Riﬂe Club in Boylston MA,
armed only with notepads and their curiosity
for a firearm Safety and education Day (fSeD)
under the tutelage of Jon Green, Director of
education and Training for Gun Owners’
Action League (GOAL). The day began with a
two-hour classroom session that separated fact
from ﬁction and provided members with a basic
understanding of Massachusetts gun law regarding possession, transportation and storage,
assault weapons laws, and the buying and selling
of guns.
key topics included
• Pistol parts and operation
• Ammunition
• Shooting fundamentals
• Lawful use of deadly force and its aftermath
• Concealment methods & carry options
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• Mace, pepper spray, and other less than lethal
force tools
• Product overview of guns, holsters, ammunition, and other essentials
Phase 2 of fSeD promised to transform the Barney fifes among us into Annie Oakleys with
four hours of hands-on, live-ﬁre training that
included bolt action shotguns, semi-automatic
pistols, revolvers, and riﬂes. We all had a good
laugh at the pink, yes pink, assault riﬂe that
was on display for ladies. As the afternoon progressed it became apparent that the Wesson
Ladysmith, although terribly chic and able to
ﬁt into an evening bag, was no match for the
Walther PPk.308 Remington riﬂe with a scope,
and AR-15 Ruger.22 long barrel pistol, and the
hands-down Chapter favorite, the Smith &
Wesson.357 Magnum revolver.
At the end of the day, Chapter members might
not have quite reached Annie Oakley status,
but they were all willing to give Dirty harry a
run for the money.
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SinC Board Changes

W

ith sadness, the Sisters in Crime Board of Directors announces that award-winning
author Dana Stabenow has resigned as vice president of the organization.

In her short time on the board, Dana brought many energetic ideas about ways to strengthen the
organization’s outreach efforts. While serving as vice president, however, she realized that her
personal and professional demands wouldn’t allow her to allocate the amount of time she wanted
to have available for SinC projects.
On a brighter note, criminal justice professor and mystery novelist frankie Bailey has agreed to
join the Sisters in Crime Board as vice president/president-elect. frankie is the author of four
mystery novels and 10 nonﬁction works examining crime history, crime ﬁction, and crime and
mass media/popular culture. In addition to her writing background, frankie brings a wealth of
experience to the SinC position, including a stint as executive vice president of the Mystery
Writers of America.
As speciﬁed in the Sisters in Crime bylaws, the SinC Board of Directors votes to replace a Board
member for the reminder of the term. The board vote for Bailey was unanimous.
Please follow Dana’s adventures on her blog, and please welcome frankie to the SinC Board!

More Chapter Highlights
What’s happening with you?

Upstate South Carolina Chapter
pollyiyer.sinc@gmail.com

Is your chapter doing something special? Share the
word! Sending brief highlights to inSinC is an excellent way to let others know
about the great things you’re
doing—reading them is a
wonderful way to get ideas
for what your chapter can do.

The Upstate South Carolina Chapter of Sisters
in Crime is envious of “The Big Sisters in Crime
Chapters—those where best-selling authors are
members and crime specialist authors belong.
Upstate South Carolina, on the other hand,
occupies a tiny corner of the state, and we have
used all our powers of imagination and perseverance to ﬁnd great guest speakers. Somehow,
we manage. We try to alternate between crime
professionals and published authors.

Long-established chapters
can help newer ones by contributing to inSinC’s “Chapter
Highlights.”

We were honored to have as our guest on October 28, author Vicki Lane, who writes intriguing
mysteries set in Appalachia. Our group peppered Vicki with questions about where she
gets the ideas for her stories, four of which have
both present and past story lines. Vicki generously shared her knowledge about publication
with a major house and kept us enthralled until
we almost closed our meeting place. This is
Vicki’s second visit. We hope it’s not her last.

inSinc

Include uncropped high-resolution (large files!) photos—
identifying people and
giving photo credit. Send all
information to Molly Weston
at mysteryheel@mac.com.
December 2010
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Minutes—SinC Board Meeting
San Francisco Bouchercon • October 14, 2010

Attending board members
Marcia Talley, Cathy Pickens, Mary
Boone, Jim huang, ellen hart, Sandy
Parshall, Nancy Martin, Julianne
Balmain, Mary Saums

Non-Voting board members
Beth Wasson, Molly Weston, Judy
Clemens, Barbara fister, Val
McDermid, Barbara Goffman

Not attending
kathy Wall, Charlaine harris, Dana
Stabenow

Guests
kathie felix, Triss Stein

Money, money, money
President Marcia Talley called the meeting to order at 11:35. Cathy Pickens gave
the treasurer's report in kathy Wall's
place. Our Authors Coalition money is
down this year, but we may get more
before the year is out. Dues are also
down. Beth Wasson reported there is a
new membership committee, and Cathy
said this should be a top priority. Beth
suggested a new bookstore list to target
new members. Mary Boone and
Barbara fister suggested a book list
could be sent to librarians, and that in
addition to our usual library channels,
we should reach out to YALSA, the Young
Adult Library Services Association.
Discussions on ways to cut costs
included the low member response to
Publisher Alley. Jim huang moved that
we drop the program next year. Sandy
Parshall seconded and the motion was
approved. Nancy Martin suggested we
get word out on our blog and listserv to
alert the membership that this service
will end after November 2010. She also
suggested we let members know that
MWA will still be offering Publishers
Alley for those who might be interested.
Jim moved that we accept the treasurer's
report. Mary Boone seconded and the
motion was approved.
inSinc

Cathy reported on our tax-exempt status. Our team is on schedule with about
60% of the work done. She believes they
will be ready to turn their paperwork
over to the IRS sometime next year. She
noted that Author Coalition funds are
appropriate for tax purposes.

Conferences
We discussed which conferences next
year would be most beneﬁcial to SinC.
We talked about ALA in New Orleans
next June, ways to increase our visibility
there, and the possibility of adding a
panel on the SinC Mystery Buyer study.
Mary Boone said that the deadline for
requesting panels is past, but she will
look into getting us on a cancellation
list.
Jim suggested we change our focus from
promoting individual authors at our ALA
booth to promoting SinC as a source of
business information to libraries. ellen
hart suggested we have a team with
Mary Boone and Barbara fister to present our beneﬁts to librarians at conferences. Nancy suggested a blog on
libraries once a week, and ellen talked
about creating a ﬁlm trailer we could
use at booths and websites. Jim suggested we set a goal of attracting 350
new members at ALA. Nancy moved that
we authorize $10,000 for library outreach pending approval by the treasurer.
Jim seconded and the motion was
approved.

Publications and publicity
Marcia Talley gave a report on the status of
our new publications. Breaking and
Entering came out in the summer. We
agreed we need to remind members it is
available. [Login to SistersinCrime.org. to
order. Under “Members Only,” click on
“Publications.] Coming up next will be the
revised Shameless Promotion for Brazen
Hussies. Sandy reported that the Chapter
Handbook is almost ready and will be
available soon.
December 2010

We talked about the SinC Mystery Buyer
study and what follow-up work needs
to be done. Triss Stein will meet next
week with the Bowker team. The team
wants to run the survey again next year
and can add whatever questions we like.
Jim will look at the raw data of the full
report. kathie felix is working on ways
to maximize promotion on the report.
We also talked about the great job that
Scott Gere, a professional consultant
enlisted by Dana Stabenow, did with his
report on SinC's current social network
status and possibilities for improvement.

The future
We discussed an alternate venue next
year for the spring board meeting which
is usually held during the Malice
Domestic convention. Beth mentioned
that we would still sponsor a breakfast
for members at Malice. Judy Clemens
talked about the positive feedback the
night before on our SinC Into Great
Writing Workshop. We talked about
possibly doing a workshop in conjunction with our board meeting. Cathy
Pickens moved that we not have our
board meeting at Malice next year but
instead do a retreat for writers, with our
board meeting attached to that event.
Jim seconded and the motion was
approved.
Marcia suggested that we should send
out our Summit Report to everyone now,
and let our members know they can
share that information with others.
Marcia ended the board meeting with
an overview of topics to be discussed at
the upcoming business meeting and
election.
Meeting adjourned at 2:45 PM.
Submitted by Mary Saums
Secretary, Sisters in Crime
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Acing an Interview
by Maryglenn McCombs

A

s a book publicist, I love being able to
tell an author that a journalist has
requested an interview with her. The
author’s ﬁrst reaction is usually excitement:
“Great! Someone wants to talk to me about
my book.” But sometimes excitement gives
way to panic: “What will I say? What should
I do? What will the interviewer ask? how do
I get ready?”
Being interviewed should not be a source of
anxiety; an interview is a great opportunity to
increase visibility for a book and to get readers
interested in buying the book.
These ten tips can help even the most interview-averse author skate through the process
with ease.

Be accommodating
When a journalist requests an interview, be
aware that he or she may be on a deadline, and
do everything in your power to accommodate
the request.

Details, details
Be sure to conﬁrm all the details of the interview, such as:
• The interviewer’s name and the media outlet
he or she represents.
• Whether the interview will be in-person or
by phone
• Interview date
• Interview time and time zone
how frustrating would it be to be ready for
an interview at 10 AM eastern only to ﬁnd
out that the interview is scheduled for 10 AM
Paciﬁc? Clarify the time zone in advance. If
you are unsure about the time zone, visit
www.timeanddate.com, which features a
time zone converter.

Contact/location speciﬁcs
for phone interviews, know who will call
whom and verify phone numbers. If possible,
refrain from using a cell phone and opt instead
for a landline (but remember to disable callwaiting before the interview). Spotty connections and dropped calls can make for a
frustrating interview for both parties involved.
for in-person interviews, verify the location
and the street address. Allow yourself more
time than you think you’ll need to get to the

location, and be there suﬃciently in advance
so that the interview can start at the designated
time.

Interview purpose
Why are you being interviewed? Is the interview for a feature story about you? Are you
being proﬁled as one of several area mystery
writers? Is the interviewer looking for quotes
to include with a book review? know the
agenda before you get started.

Get familiar
If you are not familiar with the person interviewing you or the media outlet, take time to
research. A quick Google search will usually
lead you to the information you need. Read
recent articles the interviewer has written.
knowing something about who will be asking
the questions can alleviate some of the preinterview jitters.

Reconﬁrm
If time permits, email the interviewer a day
before the interview to reconﬁrm all of the
details.

Practice makes perfect

your book in 30 seconds, what would you say?”
Take as much time as is needed to come up
with a good, brief description and practice
speaking it aloud. Memorize your short
description if necessary. [Note: This is a great
tip for panel participants, too!]
Jot down a list of possible questions you might
be asked and practice how you will answer.
When speaking about your book, refer to it by
title and not by “my book.” If you are quoted,
which would you rather have in the article: the
title or “my book”?

for many authors, not knowing what an interviewer will ask is the most challenging part of
being interviewed. Think of potential questions
you might be asked. for instance, novelists are
often asked such questions as:
• Where do you get your ideas?
• Why did you write a novel?
• Where do you get ideas for characters? Are
any characters “real” people?
• Is the novel is based on an event that actually
happened?
• Are you working on another book?
• how did you get published?

Just before the interview

If your novel’s protagonist bears some similarity
to you, you may be asked if the character has
an autobiographical component. have an
answer ready—and make sure it is an answer
you wouldn’t mind seeing in print.

Speak slowly, clearly, and thoughtfully. Pay
close attention to the questions asked. If any
question is unclear, ask for clariﬁcation before
you answer. Speak clearly, and if you have a tendency to talk fast, make an effort to slow down.

Do not be alarmed if it becomes apparent that
the person interviewing you has not read your
book, and asks what your book is about. Refrain
from providing a detailed, lengthy plot summary. A great exercise for any ﬁction writer is
to answer this question: “If you had to describe

find a distraction-free, quiet place for a phone
interview—preferably away from your cell
phone and computer. keep your focus on the
interview, and do not allow yourself to be distracted or let your mind wander.

Relax
Being interviewed should be enjoyable. No
one knows your story or your book better than
you, so relax and enjoy the opportunity to tell
your story.

Be understood

Before the interview ends
Before the interview ends, offer a copy of your
book and digital ﬁles of any materials—such as
a press release, author photo, or book cover—
if you or your publicist has not already done so.
If requested, send these items promptly.
See Interview p. 7
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Buy an Indie, Pass It On
by Kathie Felix

M

any of us make signiﬁcant book buys
on a regular basis. Before the shopping begins, however, it might be a
good idea to think about what our upcoming
book purchase decisions could mean in the
greater scheme of book retailing—and in terms
of retailing in general.

The independent bookseller members of the
American Booksellers Association (ABA) are
poised to lend a hand in this debate. They are
sponsoring a community-focused movement
that brings together booksellers, readers, independent retailers, local business alliances, and
individuals “with a passionate belief that
healthy local economies help communities
thrive.”
The initiative, known as “IndieBound,” encourages support for local “indie” businesses that
bring dollars, jobs, diversity, purchasing
choices, and taxes to local communities.
“It’s good to be able to remind our readers of
the independent booksellers in their area,” said
SinC president and mystery author Cathy Pickens. “This project provides a wonderful launching point for SinC’s ‘buy indie’ efforts.”
According to the IndieBound program, $100
spent locally keeps $68 in a community— while
$100 spent at a national chain keeps only $43
close by. In addition, the project points out that
independent businesses create jobs within a
community, bring in tax money that is reinvested locally, and donate to charities at more
than twice the rate of national chains.

IndieBound website

It’s up to you

The IndieBound effort has its own website—
www.indiebound.org—offering a variety of
online tools, including a search engine that can
be used to locate nearby bookstores and other
independent retailers.

Now that you know how easy it is to ﬁnd an
independent bookseller anywhere in the country, you can help indies everywhere by spreading the word about IndieBound.org.

I tested the system with a search linked to my
zip code and turned up a list of 30 booksellers
within 100 miles. Before the search, I thought
I knew all I needed to know about the local
indies, particularly since SinC member and
independent bookseller Mystery Loves Company is a frequent partner in local SinC events.
After the search, I came away with the idea
that a gift certiﬁcate from a shop that specialized in cookbooks might provide a cookbookcollecting friend with the perfect gift—and
would include the chance for a couple of shopping trips in a revitalized historic district. even
better, for the publishing industry, I wasn’t planning to buy this friend a book-related gift before
using the IndieBound search engine.
The IndieBound program also offers an opportunity to link a website to speciﬁc independent
bookstores or books. Participation as an
IndieBound aﬃliate includes referral fees for
sales; participants may link to book titles without joining the aﬃliate program (and without
the referral fees).

And you can join SinC’s “Buy indie, pass it
on” effort by leaving a comment on the SinC
blog at sisters-in-crime-sinc.blogspot.com to
let us know about your most recent purchase
from an independent bookseller.
Cathy Pickens started off her holiday season
with a stop at Park Road Books in Charlotte,
NC, where she picked up Lie After Lie by Lara
Bricker and Operation Dark Heart by Lt. Col.
Anthony Shaffer.
What have you bought from an indie lately?
Journalist and editor Kathie Felix keeps the digital
data rolling on the Sinc Blog. She has been on
the front lines of bookselling at the nation’s two
largest bookselling chains – and has always considered a job at an indie to be the ultimate bookstore
assignment. And, yes, she’s currently at work on a
mystery or two of her own.

In addition, the website features links to an
Indie Next list of great reads recommended by
booksellers, an Indie Bestseller list, an Indie
social networking community, and Indie gear.

Interview - Cont’d from p. 6
Thank you, thank you, and thank you
Don’t forget to say thanks. If the interviewer asked insightful questions, tell her. If you enjoyed the interview, say so.
Shortly after the interview is conducted, send the interviewer an email thanking her again and providing a way to contact you in the event
additional information or clariﬁcation is needed.
finally, do not forget to thank the interviewer again after the story runs. If the response to the story is overwhelmingly positive, be sure to share
that. Always let the interviewers know how much you appreciate them—and how much you appreciate the coverage.

Maryglenn Mccombs is an independent book publicist who works primarily with novels in the mystery/suspense/thriller genres. A graduate of Vanderbilt University
and native of South central Kentucky, Maryglenn lives in Nashville, Tennessee with her husband, Tim Warnock, and their Old English Sheepdog, Garcia. For more
information, visit www.maryglenn.com or email her at maryglenn@maryglenn.com.
inSinc
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Exploring the Library of Congress Online
by Emily Howie

Even though the key word in crime ﬁction is “ﬁction,” writers and
readers alike want assurance the surrounding facts are true. How does
one verify what she’s writing or reading? What if one’s local library
doesn’t have extensive information on the French Revolution? or illustrations of dress in the 1920s? Answers to these and many more questions
are, quite literally at your ﬁngertips thanks to the Library of Congress.

T

he Library of Congress’ (LOC) collections
are unparalleled, but the approximately
142 million items in virtually all formats,
languages, and subjects can be overwhelming—even intimidating. They needn’t be.
Online resources from LOC are available to
anyone with Internet access and are easily navigated to conduct research.
You don’t even have to leave the comfort of
your home to explore these collections. The
LOC has made digitized versions of collection
materials available online since 1994, with a
concentration on its most rare collections and
those unavailable anywhere else. In addition,
many guides created or vetted by reference specialists provide links to free Internet resources
outside the LOC’s web pages. A comprehensive
primer on the online offerings—including a
reference to a Sisters-in-Crime webcast—lurks
within this article, so beware.

Researchers Page
The LOC home page is found at loc.gov, but the
best place to start your online visit is on the
Researchers Page at loc.gov/rr. In the center
column is a link to the home page of each of
the LOC’s 20 reading rooms. These pages provide contact, hours, and policy information for
the particular reading room and links to digitized collections, specialized bibliographies and
guides, webcasts and blogs, lists of related
Internet sites and resources, and the “Ask a
Librarian” electronic reference service.
The link catalog.loc.gov leads to URLs for the
LOC online catalogs. Newer records may contain enhanced information provided by publishers—to the table of contents, index, sample
text, author bio information, or evan an image
of the book cover. Catalog records for materials digitized by LOC contain links to the digital copy.
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Digital collections
A collection of catalog records and digital
images representing a rich cross-section of still
pictures held by the Prints & Photographs
Division or other units of LOC is at loc.gov/pictures. examples include Matthew Brady Civil
War photographs, political cartoons by
herblock, pre-1915 Japanese ﬁne prints, poster
collections, and Currier & Ives prints—many
of which are in the public domain.
Online digital collections created by the LOC are
at loc.gov/library/libarch-digital.html. American
history and creativity collections are at
memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html. These
materials chronicle historical events, people,
places, and ideas through the use of the written
and spoken word, sound recordings, and other
media. highlights include the papers of Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and Lincoln, slave narratives, Louisiana Purchase Maps,
the Journals of the Continental Congress, and
Nineteenth Century Periodicals.
The Chronicling America: historic American
Newspapers project allows researchers to view
full text newspaper pages from 1860 to 1922,
and to ﬁnd information about American newspapers published between 1690 to the present.
The National Digital Newspaper Program, the
sponsor of Chronicling America (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov), is a partnership between
the National endowment for the humanities,
the LOC, and state projects to provide enhanced
access to US newspapers published between
1836 and 1922. Currently not all states are represented in this collection, but the list of participating states is growing.
ThOMAS (thomas.loc.gov) is the source for freely

available federal legislative information.
Launched in 1995, ThOMAS provides summary
and digest information for legislation from
December 2010

1973 through 1994). full text information is
available from 1995 to the present. Use ThOMAS
to track current legislation, congressional hearings, presidential nominations, treaty information and much more.
The Veterans history Project at loc.gov/vets/
from the American folklife Center collects,
preserves, and makes accessible personal
accounts—oral histories, personal correspondence, and visual materials—submitted by US
veterans from World War I to the present conﬂicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

More digital collections
Other digital collections include an online
Performing Arts encyclopedia loc.gov/performingarts, and LOC web archive collections
including the September 11, 2001 web archive
and US election web archives beginning in 2000
lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/lcwa/html/ and lcwahome.html.
Current and past LOC exhibitions are at
loc.gov/exhibits ; the American folklife Center
collections and presentations, loc.gov/folklife/
onlinecollections.html; and, webcasts from the
LOC at loc.gov/today/cyberlc/index.php. Webcasts include author talks from ten years of the
National Book festival and interviews, talks,
and presentations from varied artists, authors,
historians, scholars, etc. who have performed
or spoken at the LOC.

SinC webcasts at loc
Notable webcasts include Sara Paretsky in 2007
loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=4
033, and a 2006 mystery panel discussion featuring Jo Dereske, Carolyn hart, katherine hall
Page, Patricia Sprinkle, and Jacqueline Winspear
at loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_ wdesc.php?
rec=3888.
See Library p. 9
9

We Remember
Brieﬂy—from Beth

S

adly, Sisters in Crime has lost two more long-time members—edith embler and Dorothy
Sucher.

embler, retired executive director of the huntington housing Authority, former president of
huntington League of Women Voters, director of Brookhaven and Suffolk County chapters of
League of Women Voters, Northport-east Northport Library Board trustee, and avid reader
died on June 2. Sally fellows of “I Love A Mystery” relates,
eden (actually edith) embler reviewed for “I Love A Mystery” for eleven years. eden
was always excited by authors, whether old favorites or newcomers. An active contributor
to the Dorothy-L listserv, she was a regular attendee (along with her husband Tom) at
Malice Domestic. She will be sorely missed by all of us in the mystery community. Our
thoughts are with Tom and the rest of her family.
Dorothy Sucher wrote two mystery novels and a book of essays and was an active member of
SinC in its early days. She served as treasurer from 1989–91 and hosted the organizational
meeting of the Chesapeake Chapter in her living room in Greenbelt MD.
In October of 2006, Dorothy emailed Marcia Talley a brief history of her involvement with SinC
and the Chessie Chapter. She concluded her note with the following thoughts:
Although I never became a very proliﬁc mystery writer, my time in Sisters in Crime was
important to me. The networking was valuable in many ways, some of them speciﬁc, like
ﬁnding an agent, and others more intangible. I was very much impressed with the caliber
of the women I met through the organization, and I admired the work they were doing–
and this applies not just to the writers but also to the bookshop owners, librarians, editors,
critics, and others. There was a mutuality and often a sense of warm support and generosity. Meeting the readers was a pleasure, and their love of the genre made me appreciate it
more myself. This networking helped validate my own sense of myself as a worthy participant in a much-loved literary tradition, with a right to go as far as my own talents and
energies could carry me—not “just a woman” daring to poach on a male preserve.
More holes in our Sisterhood…

SinC Membership Renewal
It’s time to renew your SinC membership! Our membership year runs from
January to December.
Renewing is simple—
• Login to SistersinCrime.org
• Click on “Renew.” (It’s on the right side
under “Quick Links.” )
• Choose “Active” or “Professional.”
(Descriptions of the two categories are
on the site.)
• Click to continue. You’ll be taken to a
SECURE site where you can input your
credit card information safely. You can
also update your member proﬁle at
the same time.

Membership Committee
We need your help! The committee is
charged with one of the goals of
SinC—outreach. We’re looking for
members who can volunteer two to
four hours per month to sign up for
writing notes to potential members,
sending membership information to
crime writers who don’t belong to
SinC., and generally acting as membership volunteers. You can sign up online.
• Login to www.SistersinCrime.org

Library - Cont’d from p. 8
Other Resources
In 2007, the LOC was awarded a $2 million
grant from the Alfred P. Sloan foundation to
digitize thousands of public domain works,
with a major focus on at-risk “brittle books”
and US history volumes. full text materials are
available through the Library’s partner, the
Internet Archive at archive.org/details/sloan.
This collection contains American history, US
genealogy—county, state, and regional histories—and regimental histories—memoirs,
diaries, and other collections from the Civil
War period.
In 2005, US Librarian of Congress James h.
Billington proposed establishing a World Digital Library (wdl.org/en/) to create an Internetbased, easily-accessible collection of the world's
cultural riches telling the stories and highlighting the achievements of all countries and cul-
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tures, thereby promoting cross-cultural awareness and understanding. In 2009, WDL was
launched, making available signiﬁcant primary
materials free of charge in multilingual format
from countries and cultures around the world.
I hope that the information in this article helps
to simplify the LOC’s web site. It is a rich research
source and well worth taking time to explore.
Don’t forget to come and visit the Library during your next trip to Washington DC!
Emily Howie is a Reference Specialist in the Main
Reading Room of the Humanities & Social Sciences
Division at the Library of congress in Washington
Dc. She can be reached at 202-707-5771 or
emho@loc.gov.

• Click on” News and Press Room” on
the left side of the home page
• Click on “Volunteer Opportunities.”
There you will ﬁnd a form to send to
the national oﬃce.
The committee is working on a SinC
packet to send to agents and editors
introducing them to the advantages of
SinC membership for their authors.
We’re asking all published authors to
send contact information (including
email) for your agent and editor(s) to
Beth Wasson at
SistersinCrime@juno.com

editor’s Note: Thanks to Carolyn hart for suggesting that emily provide this helpful article.
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Charges of Gender Bias Heat Up Blogosphere
by Julianne Balmain

Several publications that previously reviewed
mysteries have not reviewed a single mystery
or thriller yet this year, including the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette and The Orlando Sentinel.
The San Francisco Chronicle, hometown paper
to literally dozens of mystery writers, has
reviewed just two mysteries in 2010. So far The
New Yorker has reviewed just ﬁve mysteries,
all by men. (But they did devote an article to
two new books about Agatha Christie.)

Who is reviewed—and why?

I

f you haven’t heard of the Sisters in Crime
Monitoring Project, it’s time you did. for
more than two decades, we’ve been tracking
reviews in key publications. The process is
simple: for each review of a mystery novel, we
note whether the author of the book reviewed
was male or female. Our volunteer monitors
submit their numbers quarterly to our database; we summarize and publicize the results
annually.
So far this year, we have complete numbers
through the third quarter for 22 publications.
Of those, four reviewed more women than
men, among them Romantic Times and People.
The Baltimore Sun reviewed women 83 percent
of the time so far this year, but they published
only six reviews. The real story behind this
year’s numbers may indeed be the diminishing
quantity of reviews as much as which authors
were reviewed.

earlier this year, the topic of who gets reviewed
and why heated up the blogosphere for a
number of weeks after a tweet from novelist
Jodi Picoult called out The New York Times, in
relation to its review of Jonathan franzen’s new
book, for favoring “white male literary darlings.” eventually Slate, the online magazine,
conducted its own mini-monitoring project,
counting all the adult ﬁction reviews for the
past two years in The New York Times. They
also identiﬁed who got a double shot of attention with reviews in both the Sunday Book
Review and the daily paper. The ﬁrst set of
numbers mirrored our own past results with
62 percent of reviews going to male authors.
for those reviewed twice, that number jumped
to 71 percent.
Next Slate looked at its own site, where the
split looked pretty uneven—29 percent
women—until they factored in Double X, their
site focused on “What women really think
about news, politics, and culture,” bringing
their overall book coverage to near parity along
gender lines. That’s yet another issue to consider
when it comes to evaluating where and how

books get covered. As mass media continues
to splinter into specialized media, are books
by women being driven off the best journalistic
real estate into the fringes?
The Slate coverage of what they called
“franzenfreude” culminated in a September
piece by Meghan O’Rourke asking, “Can a
Woman Be a ‘Great American Novelist’?” All
three of these pieces highlight shifts in how
and where books are reviewed today. Coming
on the heels of last year’s intense online discussions about Publishers Weekly’s Best of 2009
list (all by men), it’s apparent that awareness of
these issues is growing. People are talking about
gender bias, whether or not it exists in the
media, why it might exist, how to quantify it,
and how to get beyond it. I believe that’s precisely why Sisters in Crime started the Monitoring Project.

Our monitors
Three veteran monitors—Robin Agnew, Verna
Suit, and Pat Gulley—are hanging up their
monitoring hats. Their contribution has been
truly remarkable and I personally thank them
for everything they’ve done for the project over
the last several years. To all of our continuing
monitors, thank you for your ongoing time and
effort. We couldn’t do it without you.
I am just about to hand off stewardship of the
Monitoring Project to Barb Goffman, who will
certainly need our help as there are several
important publications that need monitors to
jump in right away. To volunteer, please visit
SistersinCrime.org and click on “Monitoring
Project” in the “Members Only” section.

Membership Committee Update

S

everal members heeded the call to serve
on a new SinC Membership Committee.
Beth Groundwater, elaine Will Sparber,
Beth Wasson, and Molly Weston have been
meeting via monthly conference calls since
November. Sandra Parshall will join the goup
in January.
As noted in the Treasurer’s Report [see “Minutes, p.5], membership in SinC has dropped.
The committee is working on several
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approaches to retain members and to attract
new members (writers, readers, and librarians).
One of the ﬁrst things the committe wants to
do is advertise the advantages of SinC membership to agents and editors. We want them
to encourage all their crime ﬁction writers to
become SinC members. To that end, we’re asking all published writers (and those under contract) to share with SinC the name and contact
information for your editors, agents, and publicists. Please send it via email if possible to
December 2010

Beth at SistersinCrime@juno.com. We will send
information packets and letters targeted to these
people as well as to librarians.
Beth Wasson will need volunteers to help with
some of these new membership tasks. Look at
the “Brieﬂy from Beth” column on page 9 to
see how to volunteer.
If you have other ideas for membership or
would like to join the committee, email Beth
at SistersinCrime@juno.com.
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Conferences & Happenings
Murder Goes South

Crimefest

Thrillerfest 2011

Smyrna GA • January 28–29, 2011
Sisters in Crime Atlanta will host the conference for readers and writers of Southern mysteries at the Smyrna Public Library. erica
Spindler will be the keynote speaker. Mystery
authors, forensics specialists, and literary
agent Janet Reid round out the program.
More information is at www.murdergoessouth.com.

Bristol Uk • May 19–22
The venue for the conference “where the pen
is bloodier than the sword” will be the Bristol
Marriott Royal hotel. featured guest authors
include Deon Meyer and Don Winslow.
More details will be added at www.crimefest.com/.

New York City • July 6–9
hosted by The International Thriller Writers,
the conference will feature R. L. Stine and
ken follett as Thrillermasters and Robert
Crais, Diana Gabaldon, and John Lescroat as
Spotlight Guests. for more information see
www.thrillerfest.com.

Mayhem in the Midlands

Threkstons Old Peculier Crime
Writing Festival

Love Is Murder
Chicago IL • February 4–6
Love is Murder provides an educational
forum to writers and readers to further their
knowledge of writing, publishing, and the
business of book production. featured
authors include Rhys Bowen, Joseph finder,
Carolyn haines, Joan Johnston, Jon Land,
and f. Paul Wilson. Local guest of honor is
Michael Allen Dymmoch. See www.loveismurder.net.

Cape Fear Crime Festival
Wilmington NC • February 5
Join your fellow authors to work on better
ways to create the perfect crime, the perfect
marketing strategy, and a "knock 'em dead"
approach for contacting publishers and
agents. Author events are free to readers.
Details are at www.capefearcrimefestival2
.com.

Omaha NE • May 26-28
early registration ends on January 1, 2011 for
the conference at the embassy Suites hotel.
Guest of honor is Laurie R. king. Toastmaster is S. J. Rozan. Contact Terry Wingate
at twingate@omahalibrary.org or Sally
fellows at sallyfellows1@cox.net for information. See updates at www.omahapubliclibrary.org/programs/mayhem.

Bloody Words
Victoria BC, Canada • June 3–5
The venue will be the award-winning hotel
Grand Paciﬁc on the scenic inner harbour.
Guests include Michael Slade and Laurie R.
king and the MC will be Denise Dietz.
William Deverell will receive a lifetime
achievement award. highlights include
panels, agents, a short story contest, and
forensics. $190, banquet included. for more
information see www.bloodywords2011.com.

Historical Novel Society Conference

Left Coast Crime
Santa Fe NM • March 24–27
The annual mystery convention sponsored by
mystery fans, for mystery fans will be at the
historic La fonda hotel. Guests of honor
include Martin Cruz Smith, Margaret Coel,
Steve havill, Steve Brewer, and Marvin
Lachman. for more details visit www.leftcoastcrime.org/2011.

Malice Domestic
Bethesda MD • April 29–May 1
The annual “fun fan” convention in metropolitan Washington DC salutes the traditional
mystery—books best typiﬁed by the works of
Agatha Christie. Special guests include Carole
Nelson Douglas, Donna Andrews, Sue
Grafton, Janet Rudolph, and Anne Murphy.
More information is at www.malicedomestic.org.
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San Diego CA • June 17–19
The Society’s bi-annual celebration of historical ﬁction will feature Cecelia holland, harry
Turtledove, Jennifer Weltz, Diana Gabaldon,
and C. C. humphreys. for more information
contact the program chair at
rscott@san.rr.com or visit www.historicalnovelsociety.org.

Harrogate Uk • July 21–24
The festival where “your only crime…would
be to miss it” will be high quality, wall-to-wall
crime for four solid days. featured guests are
Linwood Barclay, Lee Child, Martina Cole,
Lisa Gardner, Tess Gerritsen, Denis Lehane
and howard Marks. for more information
and to book, contact the festival Oﬃce at +44
(0)1423 562303 or email crime@harrogatefestival.org.uk. Details and updates are at
www.harrogate-festival.org.uk/crime.

St. Hilda’s
Oxford Uk • August 19–21
Plans are underway for the conference “The
Anatomy of Justice.” More information is
forthcoming.

Bouchercon
St. Louis MO • September 15–18
“Spirits of St. Louis” will convene at the
Renaissance St. Louis Grand hotel with special guests Robert Crais, Charlaine harris,
Colin Cotterill, Val McDermid, Sara Paretsky,
kate Stine, Brian Skupin, and Ridley Pearson.
The ever-developing website is at
www.bouchercon2011.com.

Public Safety Writers Conference

Conferences & Workshops

Las Vegas NV • July 14-17
Open to those writing ﬁction or non-ﬁction
about or for any public safety ﬁeld.
Conference speakers include a coroner, ﬁre
ﬁreﬁghters, police oﬃcers, and others in the
writing ﬁeld. See www.policewriter.com.

Please send all conference and workshop information, including those
sponsored by SinC chapters, directly
to Molly Weston, inSinc editor at mysteryheel @mac.com. Include conference name, date, location, brief
description, contact information, and
website. Please include “Conference”
or “Workshop” in the subject line.
Deadline for March is January 15.
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Law & Fiction
Getting Facts Straight
By Leslie Budewitz

What is Habeas Corpus?

T

he Latin phrase (hAY-bee-us kORpus) means “bring me the body,” and
refers to a process allowing a person
held by the government to challenge the
legality of his or her custody. The right to
habeas corpus is an important check on governmental power.

historically termed The Great Writ, habeas
corpus originated in english common law
and arose from the rights to personal freedom recognized in the Magna Carta (1215).
Parliament adopted the Habeas Corpus Act
in 1679. In America, the founders considered the right to habeas an essential element
of the new government, and guaranteed it
in the Constitution, Article I, Section. 9:
“The privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended,
unless when in cases of rebellion or
invasion the public safety may
require it.”
President Lincoln suspended habeas during
the Civil War to permit the detention of
rebel soldiers.

Uses
• Habeas is commonly used to assert constitutional violations at trial, such as inadequate counsel or violation of the right to
due process. Some states allow habeas
challenges when bail is denied if the
denial cannot be appealed. The procedure
is also used to challenge the denial of
good time, loss of jailhouse privileges, or
lack of access to medical treatment, and
in some extradition proceedings.
• Habeas is used to challenge detention
where there has been no criminal conviction and sentence, or to challenge the
physical conditions of detention. It may
not be used to attack the validity of an
indictment, conviction, or sentence,
unless constitutional issues are raised.
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• Though rare, habeas may also be used in
civil proceedings involving child custody.

Procedure
• A person in custody ﬁles a petition seeking a writ, that is, a court order commanding a government oﬃcial to take
speciﬁc action.
• The court reviews the petition for legal
suﬃciency, to determine whether, if the
facts alleged are proven, the restraint is
illegal.
– If so, the writ is issued to the custodian and the petitioner must be
brought to court for a hearing on the
facts.
– The judge then determines whether
the detention is illegal or the conditions are unreasonable.
– The judge may order the petitioner’s
release or modify any restrictions on
his or her custody.
Statutory time limits for ﬁling petitions
may be set. Abuses have led courts to
limit the exercise of the right to petition,
when the petitioner raises the same issues
repeatedly in the same or different courts.

• Habeas corpus petitions were ﬁled in two
much-publicized cases arising after 9/11.
Both ultimately reached the United States
Supreme Court. In Hamdi v. Rumsfeld
(2004), an American citizen taken into
custody in Afghanistan challenged his
detention as an “enemy combatant.” The
Supreme Court held that he was denied
due process of the law when he was not
told the grounds for his detention or given
a fair opportunity to challenge it.
Similarly, in Rasul v. Bush (2004), the
Supreme Court held that non-citizens
from countries not at war with the US had
the right to challenge their detention and
assert constitutional violations through
petitions for habeas corpus.
• Habeas has also been sought by reporters
jailed for contempt of court for refusing
to disclose their sources to law enforcement or other government oﬃcials.

Examples
• A state prison inmate petitioned for
habeas corpus seeking relief from restrictions imposed as discipline for participating in a demonstration and disobeying
direct orders from corrections oﬃcers. he
got his hearing, but relief was denied
because the restrictions were not “cruel
and unusual” under the circumstances,
and oﬃcials had latitude in designing
policies to preserve order and discipline
among inmates.
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Leslie Budewitz is a practicing lawyer and a ﬁction
writer. Her book for writers, tentatively titled
Books, Crooks & Counselors: A Fiction Writer’s
Guide to Getting the Law Right, will be
published by Quill Driver Books in 2011. For more
help getting the law right in your stories, visit her
website, www.LawandFiction.com or email her
at Leslie@LawandFiction.com.
13

Predicting the Murder-Prone Child
by Katherine Ramsland, PHD

W

hen twelve seals were found shot
or beheaded on Ireland’s north
shores during the summers of
2008 and 2009, some commentator quipped
that the perp had to be some kid honing his
serial killer skills. Thanks largely to misconceptions and poor research, the notion that
the Macdonald triad (animal cruelty, ﬁresetting, and bed-wetting) points to murderprone kids has become entrenched in our
thinking. This formula turns up in many
venues, from talk shows to novels, but in
truth it offers nothing for threat assessment
or the prediction of criminality.
how, then, did it gain the status of fact?

Back in 1963, forensic psychiatrist J.M. Macdonald observed in a paper, “The Threat to
kill,” that these three behaviors often
showed up (along with two others) in his
most aggressive and sadistic patients
(although he did not clarify what he meant
by “often”). To arrive at this ﬁnding, Macdonald had compared 48 psychotic patients
against 52 non-psychotic patients who’d
threatened to kill. (Note: The study was
about those who had threatened a violent
act, not committed one.) Just over half were
male, and they ranged in age from 11 to 83.
Macdonald relied mostly on his clinical
observation to make his assessment and he
did not believe the study offered predictive
value. In any event, his research group was
unrepresentative and far too small to be
deﬁnitive. Despite these issues, others
decided that Macdonald’s notion was worth
testing.
A team of psychiatrists divided 84 incarcerated offenders into two groups: violent and
nonaggressive criminals. They claimed that
75% of the 31 violent offenders showed evidence of one or two prongs of the triad,
with 45% showing all three. But their study,
too, was small and poorly designed. Better
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studies performed later failed to replicate
their results.

Criminologists embrace theory
Nevertheless, some criminologists have
applied the triad to various offender populations, including—and especially—serial killers.
While some violent offenders do have excessive ﬁre-setting, animal cruelty, or bedwetting
past age ﬁve in their backgrounds, only rarely
do all three show up. In fact, some of the data
on which claims about these behaviors are
made came from inaccurate true crime books
or websites. Some authors just assume that the
myth of the Macdonald triad is true.
Among the most visible spokespeople in
support of the triad’s predictive power are
former members of the fBI’s Behavioral
Analysis Unit. They offered “evidence” from
their own studies, but their research, too, is
ﬂawed. While on the road teaching local
jurisdictions about behavioral analysis, Special Agent Robert Ressler had proposed that
the agents interview offenders at nearby
prisons. With no effort to work within a scientiﬁc design, they gathered information
from just thirty-six convicted murderers,
only twenty-ﬁve of whom were serial killers.
Once more, the sample was too small to
draw signiﬁcant conclusions.
Yet several agents used this data to develop
and publish articles. They found that nearly
half of the subjects were from single-parent
homes, three-fourths had described an
indifferent or negligent parent, a majority
had a psychiatric history, the mean IQ was
bright normal, three-fourths had paraphilias, and the same percentage reported an
experience of abuse. In addition, while the
agents found evidence in many of their subjects of at least one of the Macdonald triad
factors, they supplied no data about the percentage that had all three. enuresis [an
involuntary discharge of urine], high on the
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list, was evident in more offenders than animal cruelty. Their data analysis then made
its way into criminological texts as a reliable
source, and only recently has someone been
able to effectively challenge it.

Refutation of theory
for a master’s thesis, graduate student kori
Ryan submitted a study in 2009 that contradicts
nearly half a century of baseless claims about
the Macdonald triad. She performed the most
extensive review to date of the literature and
found little empirical support for the triad’s predictive value. It seems that our enduring
acceptance of this supposed association
between childhood behaviors and adult offenders says more about our desire for a simplistic
formula than it does about ﬂedgling serial
killers.
Together or alone, the triad indicates a
stressed child with poor coping mechanisms
or a developmental disability; such a child
needs guidance and attention. however,
without better empirical research than we’ve
seen thus far, we cannot state that the triad
spotlights a murder-prone child. hopefully,
with responsible writing, we can erase this
erroneous notion.

Katherine Ramsland is a writer, professor of
forensic psychology and former therapist. Among
her 37 books are The human Predator and The
forensic Psychology of Criminal Minds. She
has also published 16 short stories and more than
900 articles.
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Bouchercon by the Bay
2010 Anthony Nominees
Winners in bold; SinC members in red.
Best Novel
e Last Child by John hart (Minotaur Books)
e mystic Arts of Erasing All Signs of Death by
Charlie huston (Ballantine Books)
e Girl Who Played with Fire by Stieg Larsson,
translated by Reg keeland (Quercus/knopf)
e Brutal Telling by Louise Penny (Minotaur
Books)
e Shanghai moon by S.J. Rozan* (Minotaur
Books)
Best First Novel
e Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan
Bradley (Delacorte Press)
Starvation Lake by Bryan Gruley (Touchstone)
A Bad Day for Sorry by Sophie Littleﬁeld
(Minotaur Books)
e Twelve/e Ghosts of Belfast by Stuart Neville
(harvill Secker/Soho Press)
In the Shadow of Gotham by Stefanie Pintoﬀ
(Minotaur Books)

The conference had something for every crime ﬁction aﬁcianado—
especially Sisters in Crime!
Sandra Parshall, cathy Pickens,
& Marcia Talley chat after the
Sinc business meeting.

Elizabeth Lyon’s seminar
was “the best thing about
Bouchercon!” said one
attendee.

Sisters took the writing exercises seriously.

Best Paperback Original
Bury me Deep by Megan Abbott (Simon &
Schuster)
Tower by ken Bruen & Reed farrel Coleman
(Busted flush Press)
Quarry in the middle by Max Allan Collins (hard
Case Crime)
Starvation Lake by Bryan Gruley (Touchstone)
Death and the Lit Chick by G.M. Malliet (Midnight
Ink)
Air Time by hank Phillippi Ryan (Mira)

Ayelet Waldman’s afterdinner talk had Sisters
laughing and applauding.

Best Short Story
“Last fair Deal Gone Down” by Ace Atkins,
Crossroad Blues (Busted flush Press)
“femme Sole” by Dana Cameron, Boston Noir
(Akashic Books)
“Animal Rescue” by Dennis Lehane, Boston Noir
(Akashic Books)
“On the House” by Hank Phillippi Ryan, Quarry:
Crime Stories by New England Writers (Level
Best Books)
“Amapola” by Luis Alberto Urrea, Phoenix Noir
(Akashic Books)
Best Critical Nonﬁction Work
Talking about Detective Fiction by P. D. James
(Bodleian Library/Knopf)
e Line Up: e World's Greatest Crime Writers Tell
the Inside Story of eir Greatest Detectives, Otto
Penzler, ed. (Little, Brown and Co.)
Haunted Heart : e Life and Times of Stephen King
by Lisa Rogak (omas Dunne Books)
Dame Agatha’s Shorts: An Agatha Christie Short
Story Companion by elena Santangelo (Bella
Rosa Books)
e Talented miss Highsmith: e Secret Life and
Serious Art of Patricia Highsmith by Joan
Schenkar (St. Martin's Press)

Dana cameron shares a laugh
with Judy Bobalik.

Frankie Bailey braved
the crowds at the
Reacher creacher
party.
cathy Pickens, Nancy Martin, Hank
Phillippi Ryan, & Meredith cole enjoyed the
Sinc party on Friday.

Lori Lake’s T-shirt reﬂects
many writers’ thoughts.

Bouchercon by the Bay
Macavity Nominees
Winners are in bold; SinC members in red.

Past President Marcia Talley
shows off her Goddess bracelet.

Diana Fredsti, president of the Norcal
chapter welcomed
Sinc members to San
Francisco.
Kate White & Penny Warner
discuss Nancy Drew’s inﬂuence
on women—young & old.

Judy & Bill crider
enjoyed the Reacher
creacher party.

Donna Andrews & Toni Kelner were still
smiling on Sunday morning.

Nancy Drew is 80!
Sara Paretsky, S.J. Rozan, &
Laurie King gathered at
conference end.

Val McDermid enjoyed
collecting awards for
friends in the UK.

Best Novel
Bury me Deep by Megan Abbott (Simon & Schuster)
Tower by Ken Bruen and Reed Farrel Coleman
(Busted Flush Press)
Necessary as Blood by Deborah Crombie (Wm.
Morrow)
Nemesis by Jo Nesbø, translated by Don Bartlett
(harperCollins)
The Brutal Telling by Louise Penny (Minotaur)
The Shanghai moon by S.J. Rozan (Minotaur)
Best First Novel
The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan
Bradley (Delacorte)
Running from the Devil by Jamie freveletti (Wm.
Morrow)
A Bad Day for Sorry by Sophie Littleﬁeld (Minotaur)
The Ghosts of Belfast by Stuart Neville (Soho Crime)
A Beautiful Place to Die by Malla Nunn (Picador)
Best Nonﬁction
L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of America's most
Seductive City by John Buntin (Random house:
harmony Books)
Talking about Detective Fiction by P.D. James
(Alfred A. Knopf)
Rogue males: Conversations & Confrontations About
the Writing Life by Craig McDonald (Bleak house
Books)
The Line Up: The World's Greatest Crime Writers Tell
the Inside Story of Their Greatest Detectives, edited by
Otto Penzler (Little, Brown & Co)
Provenance: How a Con man and a Forger Rewrote
the History of modern Art by Laney Salisbury and
Aly Sujo (Penguin Press)
Dame Agatha’s Shorts: An Agatha Christie Short
Story Companion by elena Santangelo (Bella Rosa
Books)
Best Short Story
“Last fair Deal Gone Down” by Ace Atkins in
Crossroad Blues (Busted flush Press)
“femme Sole” by Dana Cameron in Boston Noir
(Akashic Books)
“Digby, Attorney at Law” by Jim fusilli, (AhMM),
May 2009)
“Your Turn” by Carolyn hart in Two of the Deadliest
(harper)
“On the House” by Hank Phillippi Ryan in
Quarry: Crime Stories by New England Writers
(Level Best Books)
“The Desert here and the Desert far Away” by
Marcus Sakey in Thriller 2: Stories You Just Can’t Put
Down (Mira)
“Amapola” by Luis Alberto Urrea in Phoenix Noir
(Akashic Books)
Sue Feder Historical Mystery
A Trace of Smoke by Rebecca Cantrell (Forge)
In the Shadow of Gotham by Stefanie Pintoff
(Minotaur)
A Duty to the Dead by Charles Todd (Wm. Morrow)
Serpent in the Thorns by Jeri Westerson (Minotaur)
Among the mad by Jacqueline Winspear (henry
holt)

Do You know Your SinC Beneﬁts?

W

ith membership renewal time at hand, do you ever think
about what you’re getting for your SinC membership? Are you
wondering if it’s worthwhile? Your Membership Committee
is convinced it’s worth every penny, so they listed some of the important
beneﬁts. here are a few highlights.
• inSinC—the Sisters in Crime quarterly bulletin
• SinCLinks—monthly
• Local chapters, internet chapter, and “the great unpublished” chapter
(Guppies)
• Social networking —Twitter, facebook, MySpace, CrimeSpace
• National & chapter online discussion groups
• Special conference programs/member discounts
• National presence at ALA and PLA
• Presence at book events, mystery conferences, and book festivals
• Publishers Summit Reports
• SinC Mystery Readers’ Survey report
• Monitoring roject
• Author listing on www.sistersincrime.org

• event grants
• Book club & mystery bookstore databases
• Members Only—mail an announcement to the Sisters in Crime
membership—see details on www.sistersincrime.org
• SinC-produced writing books
New—Breaking and Entering: The Road to Success—to order, click on
the link on for Sisters in Crime members only. This is unavailable
directly from Lulu.com.
To be released soon—Shameless Promotion for Brazen Hussies and
Chapter Guidelines
• We Love Libraries! project
• Plus, thousands of wonderful sisters!
Now, what are you waiting for? Log on to www.SistersinCrime.org and
renew your membership today or grab that checkbook, ﬁnd an envelope
and stamp, and send in your renewal to Sisters in Crime, PO Box 442124,
Lawrence kS 66044.

The Docket
by Patricia Gulley
Laura Alden (Janet koch), murder at the PTA,
Obsidian, October
Mignon f. Ballard, miss Dimple Disappears, St.
Martin’s Minotaur, December
Adeline Bolton, A Killing Reprisal, BookLocker,
November
Rhys Bowen, Royal Blood, Berkley Prime
Crime, September
Susan Budavari, howard "Doc" Carron,
Suzanne flaig, Connie flynn, Barbara
Goodson, Lori hines, Deborah J. Ledford,
Diana Manley, Merle McCann, Robin Merrill,
Margaret Morse, kris Neri, R. k. Olson,
Chantelle Aimee Osman, Nancy Nielson
Redd, Martin Roselius, Judy Starbuck, JoAnne
Zeterberg, How Not to Survive A Vacation, DS
Publishing, August
Sheila Connolly, Julie hennrikus, Steve Liskow,
edith Maxwell, Thin Ice, Level Best Books,
November

Jamie freveletti, Barry (Best Thriller) and
Thriller (Best first Novel) awards for Running
from the Devil, harper Collins
Leighton Gage, Every Bitter Thing, Soho Press,
December
Barb Goffman, “Biscuits, Carats, and Gravy,”
The Killer Wore Cranberry, Untreed Reads
Publishing, November, “An Oﬃcer and a
Gentleman’s Agreement,” murder To mil-Spec,
Wolfmont Press, October, “The Contest,”
Deadly Ink 2010 Short Story Collection,
Deadly Ink Press, June
Sally Goldenbaum, A Holiday Yarn,
Penguin/NAL, November
Carolyn hart, Ghost in Trouble, William
Morrow, October
Libby fischer hellmann, Set the Night on Fire,
Allium Press, December
kathleen kaska, murder at the Luther, Salvo
Press, November

e. B. Davis, (elaine Douts) “Daddy’s Little Girl,”
Voices From The Garage, July 2010;
“Implicated By A Phrase,” A Shaker Of
margaritas: Hot Flash mommas, Mozark
Press, November

Ann Blair kloman, Isobel’s Odyssey, Seawrack
Press, July

Marlis Day, Back to Bailey’s Chase, echelon
Press, January 2011

Rosemary and Larry Mild, Cry Ohana,
PublishAmerica, October

kathleen ernst, Old World murder, Midnight
Ink, October

Alexandra Schiller, The Case of the Lambent
Lama, Bookstand, October
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Janet Majerus, Thicker Than Water, five Star,
July
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Connie Shelton, Sweet masterpiece, Secret
Staircase Books, September
Rosemary and Larry Mild, “Slim and Nun,”
Spring, “Slim at heart,” Summer, both
Mysterical-e
Sylvia Straub, “Dog’s Best friends,” A Shaker of
margaritas: Hot Flash mommas, Mozark
Press, November
Peter Stekel, Final Flight, Wilderness Press,
September
Brenda Roberson Stewart and Wanda Lou
Willis, eds. Bedlam at the Brickyard, Blue
River Press, June 2010. Suzanne (S.M.)
harding, Sherita Campbell, Jaci Muzamel,
Marianne halbert, Diana Catt, David
Reddick, Joan Bruce, Delonda (D.L.)
hartmann, Tamara Phillips, Andrea Smith,
Michael (M. B.) Dabney, Victoria Stewart,
Suzanne Leiphart, S. Ashley Couts, Brenda
Robertson Stewart.
hank Phillippi Ryan, Anthony and Macavity
Awards for “On the house,” Quarry: Crime
Stories by New England Writers, Level Best
Books
eleanor Sullivan, Assumed Dead, Worldwide
Mystery, October
Maggie Toussaint, muddy Waters, Wild Rose
Press, October
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