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SinC + WPA = Happy Writers

A

s part of its mission “to promote the
professional development…of women
writers,” Sisters in Crime offers educational opportunities—such as the preBouchercon “Sinc into Great Writing”
workshops–at generous discounts. This year,
SinC teamed with Lee Loﬂand and the Writers
Police Academy (WPA) with an offer that was
hard to refuse.
SinC members registered for WPA— “the most
hands-on, interactive and educational experience writers can ﬁnd to enhance their understanding of all aspects of law enforcement and
forensics”—with a $155 discount. As a result,
many of the 140 attendees were SinC members,
several of whom joined to get the discount.
The Academy, held at the Guilford Technical
Community College (GTCC) and Public Safety
Training Academy in Jamestown nC, offered
writers hands-on training and seminars from
nation-wide experts. Despite chilly fall rains,
participants were enthusiastic with praises for
the courses and instructors and overwhelmingly grateful for SinC’s ﬁnancial support.
Loﬂand was delighted with the collaboration.
“Sisters in Crime is a forward-looking, alwaysthere-for-its-members organization. This year’s
collaboration with SinC and the WPA was a
wonderful experience, one that helped many
writers attend who may not have been able to
had it not been for the huge discount offered
by SinC.

“I was extremely proud to be a part of the
SinC/WPA team that presented such a fantastic,
one-of-a-kind program, and I sincerely hope
we’re able to do the same again. We’re already
lining up top experts and exciting new workshops for 2012. I hope to see everyone there.
It’s truly a Disneyland for writers!”

Members praise WPA
Judy Hogan signed up for WPA on impulse,
partially because of the SinC scholarship and
partially because Jamestown is within commuting distance from her home. Her October
11 post on her blog gives a synopsis of the
workshops and seminars she attended. Judy
apparently got her money’s worth from the
answer to one question about her work in
progress (WIP). With the answer, the instructor
asked her, “Have we ruined your WIP?” She
said, “Yes.” fortunately she had time to ﬁx it.
Judy also felt the experience helped her grow
personally. “I will be more aware of taking care
of my safety and health. I’ll be adding some
new exercises to my daily routine. I’m glad I
found the courage to drive myself to GTCC for
the police weekend. Many of the harsh realities
which the professionals deal with daily got
through to me.”
inSinC’s own Katherine Ramsland was totally
positive about the academy. “The WPA is a
unique conference that gives writers access to
qualiﬁed professionals who take the time to
demonstrate and explain how things work. I
team-taught a cold case seminar with Dave
Pauly, an expert on crime scene photography,
and I attended quite a few other sessions. Everyone was willing to put in extra time to answer
questions and demonstrate tools to which writers would ordinarily have no access. I’ve been
a writer for more than two decades and I’ve
rarely seen such a unique and seamless collaboration. The professionals were pleased and
eager to share their expertise and the writers
enjoyed a wealth of beneﬁts for improving their
work.”

Chessie Chapter member Anne DeMarsay said,
“I’m a Sisters in Crime member who attended
the WPA, thanks to the generous discount SinC
offered. I persuaded a friend to join SinC so
she could attend, too.”
Mary Burton is also using this collaboration
in her efforts to recruit new SinC members.
She said, “I just wanted to extend a big thank
you to Sisters in Crime for offering such a fantastic discount to members who attended the
2011 WPA—it is such a great experience and I
make a point to mention it and SinC to fellow
writers every chance I get. Again, thanks!”

Mother-daughter outing?
To the unaware, a trek to WPA may seem
unusual for a weekend together, but it was perfect for crime writers Ellie and Jennifer Oberth.
Jennifer’s response to the WPA collaboration?
“I instantly decided I was getting Mom a ticket
to the convention for her Christmas present
this year but knew I’d have to tell her immediately because, knowing her, she would have
done the same for me!”
Ellie explained one of her favorite activities—
fATS, a computerized training scenario for
police oﬃcers. “I was the designated yeller (I’m
a mom—it’s what we do best). The ﬁrst scenario
had us in the middle of a swat team bursting
into a suspected drug dealer’s house. We found
a guy alone in a room reaching into a dresser
drawer. ‘Show me your hands! Get down on
the ground.’ no one was more surprised than
I when the suspect put his hands in the air and
lay down on the ﬂoor.”

Why WPA?
Writers of all mystery sub genres attended the
academy. Ellie explained why she came. “I
write cozy mysteries. My protagonist is a small
town cop. Since I don’t know any small town
cops, WPA was a godsend. I’ve attended
numerous mystery conventions throughout
the years, but this one beat them all. The
hands-on experiences were phenomenal. It
See WPA, p7
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Deadlines & Submissions
• Deadline for articles for the March issue of
inSinC is January 15.
• Include name, email and mailing address, and
phone number with submissions.
• Send columns, articles, high-res photos, ideas,
praise, and story ideas via email to
Molly Weston
mysteryheel@mac.com
919.362.1436

The mission of Sisters in Crime is to promote the professional development and
advancement of women crime writers to achieve equality in the industry.
Frankie Bailey, President
Sally Brewster, Bookstore Liaison
Hank Phillippi Ryan, Vice President/Pres.-Elect
Mary Boone, Library Liaison
Laura DiSilverio, Secretary
Nancy Martin, At-Large
Kathryn Wall, Treasurer/Authors Coalition Liaison Val McDermid, At-Large
Martha Reed, Chapter Liaison
Barbara Fister, Monitoring Project
Stephanie Pintoff, Publicity
Cathy Pickens, Past President
Kathie Felix, Public Relations
Peggy Moody, Web Maven
Laurel Anderson, inSinC Proofreader
Kaye Barley, inSinC Proofreader
Kathie Felix, inSinC Proofreader
Molly Weston, inSinC Editor/Layout
Beth Wasson, Executive Secretary, PO Box 442124, Lawrence KS 66044-8933
Phone: 785.842.1325; fax 785.856.6314; email sistersincrime@juno.com

1987-88 Sara Paretsky
1988-89 Nancy Pickard
1989-90 Margaret Maron
1990-91 Susan Dunlap
1991-92 Carolyn G. Hart
1992-93 P. M. Carlson
1993-94 Linda Grant
1994-95 Barbara D’Amato

1995-96 Elaine Raco Chase
1996-97 Annette Meyers
1997-98 Sue Henry
1998-99 Medora Sale
1999-00 Barbara Burnett Smith
2000-01 Claire Carmichael McNab
2001-02 Eve K. Sandstrom
2002-03 Kate Flora

2003-04 Kate Grilley
2004-05 Patricia Sprinkle
2005-06 Libby Hellmann
2006-07 Rochelle Krich
2007-08 Roberta Isleib
2008-09 Judy Clemens
2009-10 Marcia Talley
2010–11 Cathy Pickens

Legend
In 2008, the board of directors of Sisters in Crime implemented a new strategic
plan. Three goals emerged from this plan: inSinC articles will be marked with
icons to represent the appropriate goal.
Advocacy, monitoring, and reporting

Docket
• Members’ publications since this edition will
be listed in THE DOCKET.
• To list your publications and award nominations, login to SistersinCrime.org and look for
“The Docket” under “Members Only.” fill in
the information—one entry per publication.
• Information will be updated regularly and
will be available to anyone under “Resources”
as “Author Publications.”
• THE DOCKET will continue as an item in
inSinC.

Professional education and career development
Membership growth, networking, and forums for members

JuST THE fACTS • inSinC is the official publication of Sisters in Crime International and is published four times a year. • One-year dues are $40 for
professional uS and Canada writers and $35 for non-professionals (add $5 for other countries). Two-year dues are $80 and $70; lifetime, $400 and

$350. • Address and all other changes can be made by members on www.sistersincrime.org. If you do not use a computer or need a username please
contact Beth Wasson at 785.842.1325 or sistersincrime@juno.com • Information in inSinC is submitted and reprinted from sources listed in each
article. Where required, permission to reprint has been granted and noted. SinC does not investigate each submission independently and articles in
no way constitute an endorsement of products or services offered. no material may be reprinted without written permission from Sisters in Crime.
Sisters in Crime©2011
inSinC
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Frankie Speaks

I

am astonished to ﬁnd myself serving as the
president of Sisters in Crime during the 25th
anniversary year. But I have an adorable
“seal of oﬃce” sitting on top of the cabinet
opposite my desk. So it seems I really have been
entrusted with this responsibility.
The dedication and hard work of Sara Paretsky
and the other women who founded this organization and shepherded it through its early
growing pains are often mentioned when we
look backward. What also stands out as one
reads a quarter century of newsletters are other
qualities these women and those who came
after them possessed—humor, generosity, and
commitment to inclusion.
A new president who reads those newsletters
could be daunted by the challenge of living up
to the legacy of these women. But, in those
pages, there is another message: no SinC president does this alone. for example, in the September 1994 newsletter, Linda Grant wrote,
“The president has always been a facilitator
rather than a director. Power has been shared
rather than centralized.”
This is an aspect of the organizational culture
a new president would be wise to keep in mind.
It’s an aspect of how SinC functions for which
I’m grateful. This does not mean that I won’t
make decisions when needed. But it does mean
that the board, the past presidents, and you,
the members, expect me to engage in consultation and discussion. You expect me to strive
for consensus.

I am excited (in my own low-key fashion) to
serve as president this year. I’m happy to beneﬁt
from the excellent leadership of Marcia Talley
and Cathy Pickens, our most recent past presidents, who, working together, ﬁnally obtained
our status as a non-proﬁt. I’ll also beneﬁt from
the hard work of the board members last year,
some of whom will continue to serve this year.
I can call on Beth Wasson, who carries much
of our institutional history around in her head
and is incredibly eﬃcient as our executive secretary. And I am lucky to be serving with Hank
Phillippi Ryan, vice president, Laura DiSilverio,
secretary, and the other terriﬁc members of
this year’s board.
As for my agenda this year, I intend to act as
the “facilitator” as the board explores new ways
we can deliver professional and career development programs to SinC members. We want
to provide our members who are writers with
help in reaching their goals in a rapidly changing publishing world.
At the same time, the board will continue to
look for ways in which we can serve the needs
of our members who are not writers but who
are vital to this organization. During the coming year, we hope to learn more about what
you want and to strive to be responsive.
On a personal note, as an educator, I am interested in ﬁnding ways of forging connections
with colleges and universities. All across the
country, we have faculty who are teaching

classes in which mystery/detective novels—
cheaper and more accessible than many textbooks—could be used to engage students in
discussions about crime, justice, and various
social issues.
Actually, there is another reason for reaching
out to this age group of readers. forgive me
for mentioning this, but SinC is now 25 years
old and some of us were at least that old when
the organization was founded. Don’t get me
wrong. I don’t mean to imply that we are over
the hill. Like our organization, we are still
vibrant. But we should begin to recruit and
nurture younger members who will be our
next generation.
Over the next several months, I will say more
about plans for the coming year. In the meantime, I am honored to serve as your president.
—Frankie Bailey

Editor’s Note
by Molly Weston

W

hat a year it’s been, but look out for
2012! Changes are coming that will
shake up the way SinC works for
you—whether you’re an author, a librarian, a
reader, or a publishing professional. I urge
you to read all the articles in this quarter’s
inSinC (Beth Wasson’s column is full of
important information) and to watch for eblasts in the near future. Don’t let information overload be an excuse for missing some
great opportunities.
One of the important changes to inSinC is the
ability to enter your publication information
directly through our website where it will be
available to all visitors. Of course, The Docket
will continue in the quarterly.
inSinC

Elsewhere in this issue, Juliet Kincaid offers
excellent tips for research; Barbara fister has
made the Board Minutes very easy to read
quickly—check out the new addition to the
We Love Libraries program—and she’s issued
a blog challenge. The Membership Committee
reports a new dues option and we have a
change in our board of directors. Our Bouchercon pages have plenty of photos and award
listings, and regular columnists Leslie Budewitz
and Kathrine Ramsland have fascinating
colums, as usual.
While you’re catching up on SinC, enjoy a great
holiday season ﬁlled with lots of excellent crime
ﬁction—reading and writing it!
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Chapter Highlights
Sisters in Crime New England

Florida Sisters in Crime

www.SinCNE.org
More that 50 members of the new England
Chapter gathered to celebrate SinC’s 25th
anniversary at The Colonial Inn in Concord,
MA on September 24.
Chapter President Sheila Connolly said that
she couldn’t think of a more appropriate place
to hold the gala, given Concord’s deep literary
history. She wanted to induct Louisa May
Alcott, whose home is right down the road, as
an honorary sister.
One of SinC’s founding mothers, Linda Barnes
told funny stories and spoke from the heart
about the beginnings of the national organiza-

www.FloridaSistersInCrime.com
tion. former SinC-nE and SinC national President Kate flora spoke about the origins of our
own chapter and emphasized that the spirit of
camaraderie, not competition, is the heart of
Sisters in Crime. All of the speakers described
the mentoring, support and friendship they
have found at SinC-nE.
In addition to the remarks made by the special
guests, a number of past presidents and goddesses who were unable to attend sent their
thoughts about Sisters in Crime. These quotes
can be found at www.sincne.org/node/508 .

florida Sisters in Crime welcomed nancy J.
Cohen for their second annual workshop
on August 6. Ms. Cohen spoke on “Writing
fiction for fun and Proﬁt.” Approximately
40 attendees gathered to hear her speak at
this free event. food was provided along
with giveaways and raﬄed gifts. Two of the
most popular gifts were signed books by
Sara Paretsky and Mary Higgins Clark. All
guests received three books from signed
SinC authors.
The Chapter thanks all authors who donated
books, bookmarks, and other giveaways.
Because of you, the workshop was a huge
success!

The Guppies
www.sinc-guppies.org

Honored guests Ruth McCarty, Kate
Flora, Linda Barnes, Margaret Press, Pat
Remick, Sheila Connolly enjoyed the 25th
anniversary gala.

Building a Chapter Network
Hi, Sibs. In September I was honored in being elected as the new chapter liaison at the
SinC Board meeting. Thanks to all for your support. We have fresh plans in the works.
I’m excited to share some of the new ideas with you.

The Guppies celebrated 25 years of sisterhood
via our online list by posting 25-word crime
stories during October. We collected more than
90 little ditties! Theresa de Valence volunteered
to compile them into a booklet and/or e-book.
We can use this for a conference handout and
will also publish them in our newsletter, “first
Draft.” Lots of the short-short-short story writers said the process was fun and several sent in
multiple tales of mayhem.

I’ve always believed there was an untapped wealth of experience and knowledge about
speaker topics, workshop ideas, retreat resources, and reading or discussion groups
available in each of the individual chapters that weren’t being communicated among
the chapters. I mentioned this to a board member last year, was nominated for chapter
liaison this year, and told to go ﬁx it. As you can see, no good deed goes unpunished.
Here’s the plan: I’ll e-mail each chapter asking for a member contact with the idea of
building out a horizontal network and pool of shared knowledge. With 52 chapters, I
believe this is a terriﬁc area for growth.
Additionally, with all the updates to technology lately including the national SinC
website overhaul, I’d like to explore opportunities for chapters to expand their presence
into the shared online community.
It’s early days yet, but I would love to hear your feedback. Feel free to e-mail me at
reedme36@verizon.net with ideas and suggestions. Thanks! I’ll be in touch.
Martha Reed
The Desert Sleuths celebrated the 25th anniversary
with a criminally good cake!
inSinC
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Beth’s Bits
Time to renew
SinC’s renewal period starts December 1,
2011. E-mail notices have or will be sent to
all of you. for those who don’t use e-mail, I
will send a paper renewal form. Don’t think
you must pay by MC/Visa on line. As always,
SinC has a check option using the web site
or a paper option. There is a paper membership form on the site under “Resources.”
Please feel free to send a check or pay by
MC/Visa when you renew your SinC membership on www.sistersincrime.org. You will
need your username and password.

Coffee problems
Many of our Sisters attended the breakfast in
St. Louis during Bouchercon. If you paid the
full price of $25, I have a $10 refund for you.
As you know, the hotel was serving lukewarm coffee and it came 20 minutes late. The
hotel issued a credit to us. Send me an e-mail
and I will send you a $10 check. We were not
able to have our breakfast at the conference
hotel and so we needed to move across the
street. We did enjoy ourselves it spite of the
cool, late coffee.

Malice Domestic
SinC will have its annual breakfast at Malice
Domestic in 2012. We hope to have the
breakfast at the conference hotel on Sunday,
April 29 at 7:30 AM. The early start time is so
everyone can get to the Malice panels.
Registration will be on www.sistersincrime.org after January 1, 2012. Details will
be sent to you.

www.SistersInCrime.org
The Sisters in Crime website received a
makeover at the end of October. The revised
site now enables us to do more for you. If you
need your username and password, please email me at sistersincrime@juno.com . You
may also retrieve them from the web site by
using your e-mail address.

The Docket
After many years of gathering and compiling
publication information, Pat Gulley has
resigned her post. We appreciate her faithful
service—thanks, Pat!
inSinC

The new website will make The Docket available to anyone under “Resources,” and inSinC
will continue to feature The Docket as a separate column. A template is available so that
authors can list publications and award nominations electronically. Just login to SistersinCrime.org and look for “The Docket” under
“Members Only.” fill in your information—
one entry per publication. The template should
be completely self explanatory.

Courtesy Lawrence Magazine

by Beth Wasson

Did you know?
• All members can read and print past and
current editions of inSinC under the
“Members Only” section on our website.
Publishers Summit Reports, SinC Links and
E-book SinC Links are there, too.

Chapters

• All current members receive our online
news bulletin, SinC Links (it comes to your
inbox in the ﬁrst week of every month),
and E-Book SinC Links (the last week of
every month). That is 24 editions of upto-the minute news from our wonderful
editors, nancy Martin and Ellen Hart. You
may access archived SinC Links and EBook
SinC Links on www.sistersincrime.org .
You will need to log in. They are there for
your reading at anytime.

• There is a 47-page Chapter Handbook on
the site. Log in and click on “Chapters”
under “Quick Links.” You can read, print,
and/or forward the handbook to your
other Chapter members.

• More than 800 Sisters in Crime members
subscribe to the free national Listserv.
Sandy Parshall and her team monitor the
listserv but you must sign up. Log in to
www.sistersincrime.org with your username and password. Click on “national
Listserv” under “Quick Links.” Allow 48
hours for the volunteer team to verify your
membership and send you a Yahoo invitation which you will need to accept. As
always, check your spam ﬁle if you don’t
ﬁnd it in your inbox.

• Join me in welcoming Martha Reed to the
Board of Directors as our new Chapter
Liaison. See the letter from Martha on
page 4.

25th Birthday!
Many of us around the country have celebrated SinC’s 25 birthday. I heard they had a
great cake at Killer nashville; we had a nice
visit from Sara Paretsky in St. Louis; and,
Victoria Heckman headed up a bash with the
Central California Coast Chapter. There is
still time to plan something special of your
own.
Sisters in Crime has $250 grants to those
who want to celebrate. Some restrictions do
apply, but not many. We have signs, lapel
pins, and more for your celebration. Don’t
stop celebrating—we are going to continue
the grant program in 2012. Contact me for
more details at BethWasson@gmail.com .

Something to try…
Kate Lincoln reports that just asking often gets an aﬃrmative answer. Always open to display
ideas, the Bernardsville nj Public Library commemorated the SinC anniversary by organizing a
month-long mystery display with books about writing mysteries (and other ﬁction). Prominent in
the display was the SinC membership brochure. While the display was in place, every crime ﬁction
book checked out sported a SinC bookmark.
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Research like they detect!
by Juliet Kincaid
You have a great idea for a mystery. Your detective talks to you. She’s feeding you
great plot ideas. The problem? She says she’s an arborist. That has something to do
with trees, right? Beyond that you know nothing, so you must research the topic.
For help in ﬁnding the information you need to write your mystery, use the following
general principles and speciﬁc tips.
AKA Kinsey Millhone: Write down

what you know
The detective in Sue Grafton’s alphabet mysteries usually makes notes on a case after she’s
worked on it for a while, but starting a research
project with a writing session on what you
know helps identify what you need to ﬁnd out.
b Use

a loose-leaf binder that will hold 500 to
700 full-sized pages for the photocopies and
print-outs you collect. Soon, you’ll have a customized reference book for the project.

AKA Ellie Haskell: Start big
Like Dorothy Cannell’s protagonist before she
went on a diet, start your research big and
broad. Get an overview of the subject from a
general source—an on-line encyclopedia or
reference book. Though you may not use this
type source in your mystery, it will give you
ideas of where to look for material you will use.
b The

Writer’s Digest Books Howdunit series
provides overviews of assorted areas of investigation. Titles include Anne Wingate’s Scene
of the Crime: A Writer’s Guide to CrimeScene Investigation.

AKA Kay Scarpetta: Get close
Sooner or later, you’ll have to get up really close
to information. If not a medical examiner’s
microscope, you might need at least a magnifying glass to decipher, for example, that street
name in your photocopy.
b Use 3" x 5" cards in a ﬁle box to record speciﬁc

sources you’ve consulted during your research
so you don’t keep consulting the same ones.

AKA Stephanie Plum: Shoot your

mouth off
Janet Evanovich’s bounty hunter gets her family
members, one or both lovers, business associates, and many acquaintances in on the action.
Tell lots of people about it—the sooner and the
more the better—who may know some piece
of information you’ll use. When you use the
Stephanie Plum Principle, you create a “coninSinC

tract” with everyone you tell about your project, so you’re more likely to complete it.
b Give business cards or bookmarks describing

your project and your contact information to
everyone you meet.
b Tell experts in the ﬁeld that you’re researching

your project. For instance, a former student,
now a police oﬃcer, told me exactly what the
ﬁrst oﬃcer at a crime scene must do.
b Tell a librarian about your work. Once I com-

plained that I couldn’t ﬁnd old maps for my
historical mystery. Within seconds, I held a
microﬁlm reel of insurance maps of my city
circa 1900.
b Don’t limit your research to print sources.

AKA Emily Andrews: Know your settings
As in Maddie Hunter’s “Passport to Peril” mysteries, go to the places you’re writing about.
Walk along the streets. Visit the buildings, outside and inside. Smell the air of that coffee processing plant you want to include.
b Take your camera, preferably digital.
b Take a friend or two with you to notice things

you might not and to drive while you look.
b If you can’t travel to a setting, Google it. Cyber-

space offers a wealth of information about
places including virtual museums and access
to photograph, postcard, and map collections.
b Consult a telephone directory. I’ve discovered

that my own community has nearly 50 museums including the world’s only hair museum.

AKA Helen Hawthorne: Do it
The protagonist in Elaine Viets’ “Dead End
Job” mysteries learns by doing. Even if you
never perform the process yourself, you should
have a clear idea of how to do anything you
want to include in your mystery.
b Check out craft classes, re-enactment groups,

and living museums for hands-on demonstrations. An indigo-dyeing workshop taught
me something I couldn’t imagine.
December 2011

AKA: V. I. Warshawski: Hang in there
The dogged protagonist in Sara Paretsky’s mysteries follows clues, interviews witnesses, visits
and revisits the scene of the crime, places all the
information she’s gathered into a pattern, and
survives life-threatening perils until she solves
the case. Similarly, you must persist in research
through several drafts because, as you write,
you’ll discover more subjects to investigate.
b Don’t

wait to start writing till you’ve
researched your topic so exhaustively that
you’re bored with it.

b While writing if you come upon a scene that

requires extensive research—a ﬁeld trip?—
note the subject to explore later and move on
to the next scene. Thus, you won’t interrupt
the ﬂow of writing or write a scene you have
to scrap later.

AKA Beatrix Potter: Live it
In writing the “Cottage Tales” series, Susan
Wittig Albert recreates the life, times, city, and
countryside of Beatrix Potter. Most remarkably,
Albert makes the mind of the beloved children’s author and illustrator come to life.
Immerse yourself in your subject and learn
everything you can about it until you can walk
your characters’ walk, talk their talk, breathe
the air of their world, and think their thoughts.
If you employ what you learn from your
research, your readers will live in the world
you make for them.
Author, editor, and educator Juliet Kincaid writes
about the lessons she learns from the books she
reads that are helping her write her own at www.
julietkincaid.com. Juliet lives in Overland Park KS
and is a member of the Border Crimes Chapter of
SinC.
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WPA - con’td. from p. 1
provided that touch of realism that every writer
strives for.”
While attending her ﬁrst WPA, Edgar-winning
mystery and suspense/thriller author Dana
Stabenow was enthusiastic about the course.
Her only complaint was that “you can’t split
yourself into quadruplets so you can see and
do everything on offer.” Like Judy, one session
proved particularly valuable. “I wrote a sniper
into my next book, and Saturday morning
found out everything that I’d written was wrong
when the faculty staged an unannounced
hostage situation. Sniper Randy Shepherd took
down the suspect with a single shot to the Tbox—mouth up the nose and across the eyes.
This blows out the control box in the brain, so
he’s not going to pull the trigger of the gun he’s
holding to the head of the hostage.”
Kat Jorgensen reported that she, “learned a ton
of useful information. Even though I write
humorous mysteries, I have law enforcement
people as main characters, and I had many
‘light bulb moments’ for future plot ideas as I
sat through classes.”

where everyone is suffering—SinC’s paying
most of the WPA ticket means the difference
between someone’s being able to go or not.
“If it weren’t for SinC’s offer for the WPA ticket,
I don’t think Mom and I would have been able
to attend. A convention is work as well as fun,
but we, as authors, have to make harsh decisions
about what expense is worth it in the long run.
SinC dues are quite affordable but it’s wonderful
to be able to look at our expense sheets and see
the monetary beneﬁt of paying those dues.
“I hope SinC continues subsidizing event costs
because it makes it easier for authors to beneﬁt
from classes and, ultimately, to allow authors
to improve their craft and visibility.”
Kat Jorgensen agreed. “Without the money that
SinC funded for this, I’m not sure I would have
had funds to attend this year—and that would
have made me very sad.”
All mystery writers are ﬁrst of all readers. Patti
Phillips used her discount “to buy more books
at the SinC reception. Wahoo!”

Endorsements abound

“for writers with various genres,” said Wil
Emerson, “you can’t go wrong if you learn
about real people who encounter sad, horrible,
unexpected, frightful, and wonderfully enlightening events. There are real heros among the
police oﬃcers, ﬁreman, forensic specialists,
coroners—who most of us take for granted.
…Reality is the breath of life—if you know
it, you can write it, adjust to it, and it can enrich
your life. The people who deal with these realities are fascinating. Because I’ve met them and
listened to their stories, I think I can write a
better story—make scenes more believeable.”

After 20 years of writing best-selling crime ﬁction, Dana Stabenow has been to numerous
conferences and workshops, yet, “This event
may be the best money I ever spent as a crime
ﬁction writer. The faculty members are the real
deal—practicing professionals, people with
serious time served, some retired after decades
of service, some still on the job. They are funny,
smart, patient, articulate, and incredibly generous, ﬁrst with their time and later with their
business cards.… It’s a ﬁrst-class learning experience for wannabes, and an even better
refresher course for the already published.”

Does Collaboration Matter?

Anne DeMarsay even wrote to the SinC Board
members in appreciation for the SinC support,
“The 2011 WPA was a unique learning experience: hilarious and unnerving by turns, and
always an adventure. The team of forensic
experts and experienced police, ﬁre, and EMS
personnel were outstanding instructors and
generous in sharing their expertise in and out
of classes.

Jennifer Oberth was deﬁnitely in favor of this
type support. “It’s absolutely important for
SinC to subsidize training and workshops. It’s
one thing to be a member of an organization
and get the inside scoop or hear about events
you wouldn’t otherwise, but—in this economy

“As a member of the Chesapeake Chapter
(there were at least three of us there), I plan to
spread the word about WPA to other members.
I’ll be applying what I learned immediately in
the novel I’m revising and look forward to
attending another WPA in a year or two to learn
more about police procedure and forensics.”

Extreme collaboration
Along with Sisters in Crime and Guilford Tech
Community College, the High Point Public
Library was a major sponsor of the Academy.
Library staff played vital roles in local arrangements and registration. Along with all the
experts, crime scene photographer Dave Pauly
who specializes in blood stain patterns and
cold cases was especially gracious in sharing
information.
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Annual Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
September 15, 2011 • Bouchercon in Saint Louis
Attending board members: Cathy Pickens,
frankie Bailey, Marcia Talley, Sandy Parshall,
Jim Huang, Ellen Hart, Mary Boone, Barb
Goffman, Barbara fister

interruption, but there will be more backend
capabilities. One of Diane Kovacs’ students
studying web design will do a review of the site
as her class project.

Non-voting board members: Beth Wasson,
Molly Weston, Hank Phillipi Ryan, Stefanie
Pintoff, Martha Reed

Membership

Guest: Kathie felix
Not attending: Val McDermid, nancy Martin,
Kathy Wall
President Cathy Pickens called the meeting to
order at 9:05 AM.

Budget report
We have funds through our membership in the
Authors Coalition of America that we can use
for programming but need to watch our operating budget which is supported through
memberships.

SinC into Great Writing
Marcia Talley reported on the previous day’s
SinC into Great Writing workshop which
focused on changes in the industry and the
choices authors face. The entire program was
ﬁlmed and will be available after editing is
completed.

A UK Chapter?
Val McDermid is investigating having a uK
chapter.

SinC website
Beth Wasson reported on the progress of a
website migration. The public will not see any

Beth also reported that we have 505 new members. The membership committee’s recommendation that we have two-year and lifetime
membership options will be implemented
during the next renewal period.

We Love Libraries!
The board voted to continue the We Love
Libraries grants for another year. Sandy Parshall
moved that we create a new program for public
K-12 school libraries; it passed unanimously.

Board position changes
Barb Goffman will step down as the coordinator of the Monitoring Project. Secretary Barbara
fister volunteered to assume that role, leaving
the position of secretary open. [After the meeting, the board accepted the recommendation
that Laura DiSilverio take over Barbara’s unexpired term.]

25th Anniversary
The board reviewed 25th anniversary plans.
Many chapters are marking the organization’s
anniversary with events and several are applying for and using chapter grants. Barbara fister
launched a blog challenge about women mystery writers [see page 12]. Jim Huang is ﬁnalizing plans for a bookseller and library events
that will probably take place in April.

Summit Report
The board discussed various ideas raised in our
summit report on readers, including reaching
out to readers through “reader leader” blog
posts, ﬁnding ways to encourage more readers
as members, creating read alike and read
around lists, and reaching out to younger members. Kathie felix also urged the board to
develop a marketing plan.

Educational opportunities
Cathy Pickens reported on efforts to continue
identifying good educational opportunities to
support, such as the Writer’s Police Academy,
and to develop online courses.

Eleanor Taylor Bland Memorial
frankie will convene a panel to select a recipient of funds gathered already in a memorial for
Eleanor Taylor Bland (who was a mentor for
writers of color). This would be a one-time
grant for an emerging writer of color to use
toward a conference or manuscript review.

Years’ highlights
We reviewed some of the highlights of the past
year under Cathy Pickens’ leadership:
• We created our ﬁrst library liaison emeritus
position and appointed Doris Ann norris in
recognition of her long service.
• We achieved tax exempt status after a decade
of effort.
• We held another Publisher’s Summit.
• We’re celebrating our 25th year in a strong
position.
Barbara Fister, Secretary

Board Changes

A

s noted in the Board Minutes above, Barb Goffman has stepped
down from the SinC Board of Directors and her role as chair of
the Monitoring Project. Barb will continue her service to the
mystery community with the Malice Domestic Conference. All Sisters
join Cathy in thanking Barb for her service to SinC.
Barbara fister agreed to take over the leadership of the Monitoring
Project and, accordingly, stepped down as SinC secretary.

Laura, who calls Colorado Springs
home, authors “The Swift Investigations” series for Minotaur (she
was a Lefty ﬁnalist for Swift justice),
the “Mall Cop” series for Berkley,
and a new “Ballroom Dancing”
series for nAL.

In accordance with our Bylaws, Article VI, Section 7, the Board selected
Laura DiSilverio, who volunteered, to ﬁll Barb’s unexpired term and to
serve as secretary.

inSinC

December 2011

8

New SinC dues options
by Elaine Will Sparber & Beth Groundwater

W

hat gets you eight editions of inSinC,
24 editions of SinC Links, 24 editions
of e-Book SinC Links, and two SinC
Summit Reports? The new two-year dues
option offered by SinC! Make all of those
unlimited, add a spiffy lapel pin, and you’ve got
the beneﬁts of a lifetime membership. Of
course, both dues options, like the one-year
option, also offer a cornucopia of local chapters, a couple of online chapters, discounts to a
variety of SinC events around the country,
access to our book club database, and networking and mentoring with fellow members,
including an email discussion list.
The new dues options were unveiled this
month for the 2012 membership year. Dues
for the two-year option are $80/$70, professional and active respectively; the lifetime,
$400/$350. One-year dues are unchanged.
With these choices, how do you decide which
is right for you? Author Beth Groundwater,
inSinC editor Molly Weston, and aspiring ﬁction author Elaine Will Sparber sat down
recently to ﬁgure that out.
EWS: One thing to consider is how long you’ve
already belonged to SinC. When did you ﬁrst
join? Where were you in your life?
MW: I ﬁrst joined SinC nearly 20 years ago. I
was then, as now, a voracious mystery reader
and reviewer.
BG: I joined SinC in 2003, the local Rocky
Mountain Chapter in 2004 (it disbanded at the
end of 2009), and the Guppies online chapter
in 2004. In 2003 I was an aspiring author, with
some unpublished short stories I was submitting to magazines, a practice novel-length manuscript that would never be published, and one
of many manuscript iterations for A Real Basket
Case that I was starting to shop around.
Beth Groundwater
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EWS: I joined
SinC in 2004. I
was a writer and
editor specializing in nonﬁction, but my
ﬁrst love was
always ﬁction
and I hoped
SinC
would

help me move in that direction. I also joined
the new York/Tri-State Chapter and the Guppies. It took a while, but I learned to craft a
novel-length piece of mystery ﬁction. Through
SinC, I learned how to revise, pitch, promote,
and just generally slap my manuscript into
shape and shove it out my door. How has your
membership beneﬁtted you?
MW: Learning about what was going on in the
mystery community—mystery conferences,
Books in Print, and member contact information—was critical before the Internet. networking among members has given me many
opportunities to bring authors to my area.
BG: I’ve made personal contacts with many
types of people who have helped me in my
career: writers, readers, bloggers, librarians,
bookstore owners, agents, editors, etc. fellow
Guppies helped me research agents and hone
my query letter—through a Guppy contact I
found my ﬁrst agent. Local chapter meetings
and workshops offered more help such as
police, coroner, and PI investigative techniques;
how to plot, to develop characters, to promote,
and much more.
I attended the local Sheriff’s Department Citizen’s Academy with a group of Sisters. Then I
branched out to mystery conferences where I
met even more Sisters. I know that without
SinC, I would not be a published mystery
author now and I would not have had the success that I’ve had to date.
EWS: Something else to consider when weighing dues options is where you see yourself in
the next few years. I hope that in the coming
year, I’ll ﬁnish one, if not both, of the ﬁction
manuscripts I’ve been writing. In ﬁve years, I
hope to see them published, and in 10 years, I
hope to be publishing steadily.
BG: I will always be a mystery reader no matter
what happens in my writing career. As for writing, I’ll have a book in each of two series
released in 2012, two more are scheduled for
2013, and I hope to continue both series for
many years. five or 10 years down the road,
who knows? I can dream of bestseller lists and
other fantastic career goals, but I’ll continue to
work hard on the manuscript for each book I
write. I hope to never stop learning and improving, and SinC will help me in that.
December 2011

MW: I suspect I’ll
be reading mysteries as long as I can
Elaine Will Sparber
see—and I’m sure
I’ll continue recommending those I like. I just hope that I’ll
still be able to edit inSinC that long!
EWS: So, which dues option will you choose
for 2012 and why?
MW: I’ll choose the lifetime or two-year option,
mostly because I hate having to pay bills! I’m
always looking for ways to simplify my life.
BG: I’m choosing the lifetime option because,
no matter what happens with my writing career,
I will always be a mystery reader. I will want to
ﬁnd out new-to-me mystery series and meet
new-to-me mystery authors. And, as long as
readers and publishers are interested in my
mystery books, I expect to continue writing
them. So, I plan to hang around with SinC for
a long, long time.
EWS: I’ll most likely go with the two-year
option. I’ve gotten so much from my SinC
membership and I continue to learn things.
One of these years, I’ll spring for the lifetime
membership, but until I start earning money
from my ﬁction, I’m trying to control my
expenses.
BG: If you see yourself in 10 years still wanting
to be a SinC member and still beneﬁtting from
that membership and you have the means to
make that large commitment to the organization this year, then I suggest signing up for lifetime membership. You’ll be helping SinC build
a reserve fund that will ensure the stability and
strength of the organization in the future. Like
the founding sisters and past presidents, you’ll
have raised your hand as someone who believes
deeply in SinC and its goals and as someone
who will rally ‘round the cause when needed.
Plus you’ll get a snazzy pin to wear proudly,
and you’ll never have to wonder again if you’ve
sent in your membership!
for more information about the new dues
options, see www.SistersInCrime.org .
Elaine Will Sparber, Beth Groundwater, and Molly
Weston are all members of the SinC Membership
Committee.
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Blasts from Bouchercon
Anthony Award
Best Novel
Bury Your Dead, Louise Penny, Minotaur
Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter, Tom Franklin,
William Morrow
Faithful Place, Tana French, Viking
I’d Know You Anywhere, Laura Lippman, William
Morrow
The Lock Artist, Steve Hamilton, Minotaur
Best First Novel
*Damage Done, Hilary Davidson, Tor/Forge
The Poacher’s Son, Paul Doiron, Minotaur
Rogue Island, Bruce DeSilva, Tor/Forge
The Sherlockian, Graham Moore, Twelve
*Snow Angels, James Thompson, Putnam
Best Paperback Original
Expiration Date, Duane Swierczynski, Minotaur
*Drive Time, Hank Phillippi Ryan, Mira
The Hanging Tree, Bryan Gruley, Touchstone
Long Time Coming, Robert Goddard, Bantam
Vienna Secrets, Frank Tallis, Random House

Longtime friends Marlyin Stockstad and Mary Lou
Wright surprise Sara Paretsky at the SinC breakfast.

Meg Gardiner gives a humorous, inspirational after dinner speech at SinC into
Great Writing.

Best Short Story
*“Swing Shift,” Dana Cameron, Crimes By
Moonlight
*“The Frame Maker,” Simon Wood, The Back Alley
“The Hitter,” Chris Holm, Needle
*“Homeless,” Pat Morin, Mystery Montage
“Scent of Lilacs,” Doug Allyn, EQMM
*“So Much in Common,” Mary Jane Maﬃni, EQMM
Best Graphic Novel
The Chill, Jason Starr, Vertigo Crime
Beasts of Burden, Jill Thompson/Evan Dorkin,
Dark Horse
Richard Stark’s Parker, Vol. 2: The Outfit, Darwyn
Cooke , iDW Press
Scalped Vol. 6, The Gnawing, Jason Aaron, Vertigo
Sickness in the Family, Denise Mina, Vertigo Crime
Tumor, Joshua Hale Fialkov/ Noel Tuazon,
Archaia Studios
Best Critical /Non-Fiction
Agatha Christie’s Secret Notebooks, John
Curran, Harper Collins
Charlie Chan: The Untold Story of the Honorable
Detective and His Rendezvous with American
History, Yunte Huang, W. W. Norton & Co.
Sherlock Holmes for Dummies, Steve Doyle and
David A Crowder, For Dummies
Thrillers: 100 Must Reads, David Morrell,
Oceanview
The Wire: Truth Be Told, Rafael Alvarez, Grove
Press

Mary Boone and Barbara Fister listen intently to…

Dana Cameron holds her Anthony.

Frankie Bailey offers a toast for SinC’s 25th
anniversary.

Frankie and some goddesses—Cathy Pickens, Eve
Sandstrom, Judy Clemons, and Libby Fischer Hellman

Best Website/Blog
Stop, You’re Killing Me, Surber/Ulrich
Jen’s Book Thoughts, Jen Forbus
The Rap Sheet, J. Kingston Pierce
*Sirens of Suspense, Chantelle Aimée Osman
Spinetingler, Sandra Ruttan
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Spirits of St. Louis
Macavity Award

Ellen Hart and Val McDermid enjoy a laugh before
leaving St. Louis.

Best Novel
Bury Your Dead, Louise Penny, Minotaur
The Glass Rainbow, James Lee Burke, Simon &
Schuster
Faithful Place, Tana French, Viking
The Queen of Patpong, Timothy Hallinan,
William Morrow
Thirteen Hours, Deon Meyer Grove Atlantic
*The Scent of Rain and Lightning, Nancy
Pickard Ballantine
Best First Novel
Rogue Island, Bruce DeSilva, Forge-Tom
Doherty
*The Damage Done, Hilary Davidson,
Tor/Forge
The Poacher’s Son, Paul Doiron, Minotaur
*Full Mortality, Sasscer Hill, Wildside
A Thousand Cuts, Simon Lelic, Viking

Sara Paretsky reﬂects on the organization’s birth—and growth.

Best Short Story
*”Swing Shift,” Dana Cameron, Crimes By
Moonlight
“The Scent of Lilacs,” Doug Allyn, EQMM
Keith Gilman, “Devil’s Pocket,” Philadelphia
Noir, Akashic
Richard Helms, “The Gods for Vengeance Cry,”
EQMM

*G.M. Malliet, “Bookworm,” Chesapeake
Crimes, They Had It Comin’, Wildside

Laura Lippman, Marcia Talley, Sarah Shaber, and Elaine
Viets catch up before the Bouchercon Brunch.

Frankie Bailey accepts the “seal” of
oﬃce from Cathy Pickens.

Libby Fischer Hellman is still smiling after
ﬁlming SinC into Great Writing.

SinC “family reunion” with Sara Paretsky, Hank Phillippi
Ryan, Barbara Fister, Stephanie Pintoff, and Laurie King

Best Non-Fiction
Agatha Christie’s Secret Notebooks, John
Curran, Harper Collins
The Poisoner’s Handbook: Murder and the Birth
of Forensic Medicine in Jazz Age New York,
Deborah Blum, Penguin
Following the Detectives, Real Locations in
Crime Fiction, Maxim Jakubowski, ed., New
Holland
Charlie Chan, The Untold Story of the Honorable
Detective and His Rendezvous with American
History, Yunte Huang, W. W. Norton &
Company
Thrillers, 100 Must Reads, David Morrell,
Oceanview
Sue Feder Memorial Historical Mystery
*City of Dragons, Kelli Stanley, Minotaur
A Marked Man, Barbara Hamilton, Berkley
The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet, David
Mitchell, Random House
*The Red Door, Charles Todd, Harper CollinsWilliam Morrow
*The Fifth Servant, Kenneth Wishnia, Harper
Collins-William Morrow
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Law & Fiction: Getting
Facts Straight
by Leslie Budewitz

D

ouble jeopardy: The principle that a
person may not be tried twice for the
same crime, based on a clause in the
fifth Amendment to the uS Constitution:
“...nor shall any person be subject for the same
offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or
limb…”
Jeopardy here means risk. The bottom line is
that a person who’s been tried and acquitted
may not be tried again on the same charges.
note that the ban arises only when there is a
“ﬁnal judgment.” If a mistrial is declared, e.g.,
for misconduct by the prosecutor or jurors, or
the jury is hung (that is, unable to agree), the
accused can be retried because no judgment
acquitting or convicting him was entered. The
second trial is a continuation of the original
proceedings. for the same reason, double jeopardy is not an issue if a conviction is reversed
on appeal and the case is “remanded” (sent
back) for a new trial—a judgment is not ﬁnal
until any appeals are completed.

But what about…
So what happens if a person is accused, tried,
and acquitted—but later, clear evidence of his
guilt surfaces? There are no second bites. A
prosecutor’s only option is to bring other
charges for other crimes.
• If the defendant was acquitted of murder,
does the new evidence establish conspiracy
or kidnaping?

• Did a crime spree cross state lines, allowing
prosecution for other crimes in another state?
• If the ﬁrst trial was in state court for assault,
consider charging him in federal court with
civil rights violations, as with the Los Angeles
police oﬃcers who beat Rodney King.
• Cases arising from the Civil Rights
Movement where initial charges were
dropped during trial or acquittals resulted
from racial bias have been successfully
revived by bringing different charges.

Example
A strange case from Illinois shows the limits of
double jeopardy protection. Harry Aleman was
tried in 1977 for the 1972 murder of William
Logan. Aleman waived his right to a jury,
bribed the judge, and was acquitted. In 1993,
two men in the federal Witness Protection
Program—a former Chicago cop and a former
lawyer—testiﬁed that Aleman killed Logan and
another man, and bribed the judge with
$10,000. Aleman was a Maﬁa tax collector, and
the victims had refused to pay street taxes for
protection of their illegal bookmaking operations. Based on this testimony and other evidence, Illinois indicted Aleman for both
murders. Aleman claimed he could not be
retried on Logan’s murder based on double
jeopardy. The courts rejected his argument,
holding that the bribery made his ﬁrst trial a
sham. Because the trial was ﬁxed, Aleman had
never been “in jeopardy.” There had never been
a risk of conviction, so the fifth Amendment
protection did not apply.

On a side note, the former lawyer testiﬁed that,
during trial, the judge learned that an eyewitness
had also been bribed with $10,000; convinced
that his own services should be worth more, the
judge demanded more money, with no luck. In
1989, after an FBI agent informed the then-retired
judge that the lawyer had become an informant
and given the FBI a recording of their conversation discussing the bribery, the judge shot and
killed himself. Aleman v. judges of the Circuit
Court (1998).

Exceptions
Writers of historicals should note that the fifth
Amendment guarantee against double jeopardy was not extended to state courts until
1969, although an individual story’s state constitution may have provided the same protection.
(Excerpted from Books, Crooks & Counselors,
by Leslie Budewitz)
Leslie Budewitz is a practicing lawyer and a ﬁction
writer. Her book for writers, Books, Crooks &
Counselors: A Fiction Writer’s Guide to Getting the
Law Right (quill Driver Books) was published in
October. For more help getting the law right in your
stories, visit her website, www.LawandFiction.com .

Blog Challenge

B

arbara fister has issued a SinC 25th
anniversary bloggers challenge to write
about women’s contributions to crime
ﬁction.
• Easy challenge: Write a blog post about a
work of crime ﬁction by a woman author;
recommend ﬁve more women authors.
• Moderate challenge: Write ﬁve blog posts
about works of crime ﬁction by women
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authors. for each, mention another woman
author who writes in a similar vein.
• Expert challenge: Write ten blog posts about
works of crime ﬁction by women authors. for
each, mention three similar women authors
whose works you would recommend.
Tag posts with “SinC25” and Barbara will compile them periodically. next spring she will put
together a list of all the women writers who
were highlighted in the challenge.
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What’s Your OQ?
by Katherine Ramsland, PhD

I

n 1877, a young Arthur Conan Doyle
clerked for Joseph Bell at the university
of Edinburgh. Bell, a teaching surgeon,
had a unique style of practicing medicine
that he called “The Method.” It was a disciplined approach to deducing subtle facts
about patients from mere observation.
Without asking a single question, Bell
could state facts about virtual strangers
that matched Conan Doyle’s intake notes.
Of course, the Method was much more
than it seemed. Bell ﬁrst educated himself
in many areas to turn his observations into
highly informed interpretations. Conan
Doyle was suﬃciently impressed to later
transform Bell into his most famous ﬁctional character—Sherlock Holmes.
Bell’s legacy continues today in the practice
of kinesic analysis. Knowledge about face
and body language offers writers many
ways to add subtle dimensions to their
character proﬁles and interactions.

Body talk
Kinesic analysis is the scientiﬁc interpretation of body language. Anthropologist
Ray Birdwhistle coined the term in 1952,
based on the idea that spoken words
convey information verbally and nonverbally. The latter includes voice tone,
pauses, gestures, posture, inﬂections, facial
expressions, pupil dilation and constriction, and noise from our vocal chords.
Even body shape can inﬂuence what we
convey, as can choices that invite social
judgment, such as our clothing, cosmetics,
and jewelry.
In addition, people typically protect their
personal space. “Proxemics” studies the
distances we keep between ourselves and
other people. When we feel this space
invaded, we might use our arms or hands
to create a barrier. We’ll also squint, turn
our head, avert our gaze, or, if we’re distressingly uncomfortable, we might pull
at our clothing to ventilate.
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The legs offer the most transparent messages about discomfort. We often don’t
notice where we point our feet, that we’re
tapping a foot, or that by frequently crossing and uncrossing our legs we’re exhibiting
nervous tension. Also, legs can show a
slight tremor or involuntary reaction.
They’re harder to control than our hands.
faces can also express a lot. Every expression has a moment of gathering, a peak,
and a breaking point. True expressions
have a natural ﬂow onto and off the face.
Everyone can make certain expressions
voluntarily, but the face also has an involuntary system. Our brains are wired to
respond to certain universal expressions,
such as joy, sadness, surprise, contempt,
and anger. Most of us can read these easily.
However, when people try to suppress a
feeling, it can still appear for a fraction of a
second as a micro-expression. We often
sense this ﬂeeting image and skilled people-readers actively look for it. Microexpressions “leak” information about a person’s true emotional state. A brief smirk
before a practiced smile presents a sinister
aura.

Face-Reading
Dr. Paul Ekman is the world’s foremost
expert on micro-expressions and his work
is the basis for the television series, Lie to
Me. He began to research the behavior of
the human face during the 1960s, surmising that if the face was part of a physiological system, then the system could be
learned. He went from culture to culture
to observe people’s faces during social
interactions and he also studied facial
anatomy. He recorded face after face until
he had compiled an enormous video
library depicting every expression of which
the face was capable.
The various expansions and contractions
of facial muscles became the basis for
Ekman’s facial Action Coding System
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(fACS). He dissected emotional expressions
by watching speciﬁc facial muscle contractions as they rise, distend, and then relax.
He categorized these Action units (Au),
each of which focuses on one or a set of
muscles. Once sorted and catalogued,
Ekman believed, people could learn these
items and become experts at reading faces.
Anyone can spend the considerable time
it takes to develop a high “OQ”—observational intelligence. However, a few rare
individuals can accurately read the subtlest
facial expressions with ease. Ekman and
his associates have identiﬁed about 50 people from the thousands they’ve tested,
whom they call “Wizards.” They are part
of an elite group of talented observers currently being studied. Their ability to spot
micro-expressions or other subtle cues is
between 80 and 90 percent.

Dimensions
Learning about body language gives writers a leg up, so to speak, on character
development. It’s not easy to master the
subtle cues in real life, but knowing what
they are, thanks to the many books that
skilled people-readers have penned, can
take your character impressions well below
the surface.
Katherine Ramsland is a writer and professor of forensic psychology and criminal justice. Among her 39 books are The Vampire
Trap andThe Mind of a Murderer. She has
published more than 1,000 articles.
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Conferences & Happenings
2012
Cape Fear Crime Festival
Wilmington NC • February 3–4
The festival kicks off friday night with a
reception and boasts a day of panels on
Saturday at the new Hanover Library.
CapeFearCrimeFestival2.com has details.

Love Is Murder
Chicago IL • February 3–5
This educational forum for readers and writers furthers knowledge of writing, publishing, and the business of book production.
Local guest of honor is July Hyzy and featured authors are Donald Bain, Julie James,
David Morrell, and Hank Phillippi Ryan. See
www.loveismurder.net .

Sleuthfest
Lake Buena Vista FL • March 1–4
“Put the Magic Back in Your Writing” features guests of honor Charlaine Harris and
Jeffrey Deaver, with Chris Grabenstein as
Thursday spotlight speaker. See www.sleuthfest.com .

Public Library Association
National Conference (PLA)
Philadelphia PA • March 14–16

Left Coast Crime
Sacramento CA • March 29–April 1
“Mining for Murder” will feature guests of
honor John Lescroat and Jacqueline Winspear,
toastmaster Harley Jane Kozak, and fan guest
of honor noemi Levine. Details can be found
at www.leftcoastcrime.org/2012 .

Malice Domestic 24
Bethesda MD • April 27–29
The “fun fan” convention saluting the traditional mystery will convene at the Hyatt
Regency. Honorees include Jan Burke as guest
of honor, Dana Cameron as toastmaster,
Simon Brett for lifetime achievement, and
Ruth Sickafus as fan guest of honor. Lee
Goldberg will receive the Poirot award, and

Malice will remember Tony Hillerman.
Elizabeth Peters will receive the Amelia
award. Visit www.MaliceDomestic.org .

Crimefest
Bristol UK • May 24–27
The international crime ﬁction convention
“where the pen is bloodier than the sword”
will celebrate with featured guest authors Lee
Child, Sue Grafton, Rosland & Hellbroth and
toastmaster Jeffery Deaver. P.D. James just
conﬁrmed her attendance. More details are at
www.crimefest.com .

Magna cum Murder
Muncie IN • October 26–28, 2012
full details for the 18th “house party with
your best friends” were not available at press
time. See www.magnacummurder.com

American Library Association
Annual Conference (ALA)
Anaheim CA • June 22-25, 2012

Thrillerfest VI
New York NY • July 11–14
Thrillermasters Jack Higgins and R. L. Stine,
spotlight guests Lee Child, John Sanford,
Catherine Coulter, true thriller award recipient Ann Rule, Silver Bullet award recipients
Richard north Patterson and Karen Slaughter
are featured authors. Bestselling authors will
share secrets and top agents and editors will
be on hand. full details are at www.thrillerfest.com .

Killer Nashville
Nashville TN • August 24–26
Information on the conference for thriller,
suspense, and mystery writers—and fans is
available at www.killernashville.com .

2013
Left Coast Crime
Colorado Springs CO • March 21–24
The website for “The Last Resort” is currently
under construction. Check for updates at
www.leftcoastcrime.org/2013

Malice Domestic 25
Bethesda MD • May 3–5

Bouchercon
Albany NY • September 19–22
Honorees include Sue Grafton for lifetime
achievement, P. C. Doherty as international
guest of honor, Tess Gerritsen as American
guest of honor, Steve Hamilton as toastmaster, and Chris Aldrich and Lynn Kaczmarek
as fan guests of honor.

2014

Bloody Scotland
Stirling Scotland • September 14–16
The festival will showcase Scottish crime
writing and place it in an international context. Details will continue to emerge at
www.houseinfloridaforsale.co.uk/ and on
Twitter @bloodyscotland .

Bouchercon
Cleveland OH • October 4–7
Crime ﬁction rocks—and the opening ceremony takes place at the Rock & Roll Hall of
fame. Guests of honor include Elizabeth

Conferences & Workshops
Please send all conference and workshop information, including those sponsored by SinC
chapters, to Molly Weston at mysteryheel @mac. com. include conference name, date,
location, brief description, contact information, and web site. Please include “Conference”
or “Workshop” in the subject line. Deadline for the March issue is January 15.
inSinC

George as American guest, Robin Cook for
distinguished contribution to the genre, Mary
Higgins Clark for lifetime achievement, Les
Roberts as special Cleveland guest, Doris
Ann norris as fan guest, and John Connolly
as toastmaster. More information will come
at www.bouchercon2012.com .
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Bouchercon 2014
Long Beach CA • November 13–16
Honorees include Jeffery Deaver for lifetime
achievement, Edward Marston as international guest of honor, J. A. Jance as American
guest of honor, Simon Wood as toastmaster,
and Al Abramson as fan guest of honor.

2015
Bouchercon 2015
Raleigh NC • October 8–15
Plans are underway for “Murder under the
Oaks.” updates will be available at
Bouchercon2015.org and on Twitter
@Bcon2015.
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The Docket
by Patricia Gulley
Kathryn J. Bain, Breathless, White Rose
Press, January 13, 2012
Mignon Ballard, Miss Dimple Rallies to the
Cause, St. Martin’s, november
Leslie Budewitz, Books, Crooks &
Counselors: How to Write Accurately
About Criminal Law and Courtroom
Procedure, Quill Driver Books, October
JoAnna Carl, The Chocolate Castle Clue,
nAL, October
Philip Cioffari, jesusville, Livingston Press,
May
Sharon Love Cook, “A Marriage Made in
Heaven,” Over My Dead Body!, October
Phantom Baby was a Judges’ Top Ten in
the florida Sisters in Crime “Write now”
contest.
Patricia Crandall, “The Bogus Man,”
Resonance & Other Short Stories, Phyllis
Scott Publishing, September
Bridges DelPonte, “Clair de Lune,” Mother
Goose Is Dead Modern Stories of Myths,
Fables and Fairy Tales, Damnation
Books, September.

Debra H. Goldstein, Maze in Blue, Chalet
Publishers, April
“Legal Magic,” The Alalitcom, August,
won the 2011 Alabama Writers
Conclave Humor Award.
Ellen Hart, The Lost Women of Lost Lake,
Minotaur, September
Judy Hogan, Killer Frost, Mainly Murder
Press, September
Joan Hall Hovey, The Abduction of Mary
Rose, BWLPP, Kris neri, Magical
Alienation, Red Coyote Press,
november-September
Vinnie Hansen’s Killing Poe won ﬁrst place
in the ﬁction contest of Santa Cruz’s
nEA-sponsored Big Read.
Deborah J. Ledford was nominated for the
Hillerman Sky Award for Snare.
Steve Liskow, The Whammer jammers,
Create Space/Kindle/nook, October
“Sweet Hitch Hiker,” Dead Calm, Level
Best Books, november
Voice and The Private Eye, now Write!
Mysteries, Tarcher/Penguin, December

Carola Dunn, Gone West, St. Martin’s
Minotaur, february

Sue McGinty and Margaret Searles (eds.),
Somewhere in Crime Anthology, Victoria
Heckman, Lori Hines, Sue McGinty, nan
Mahon, Gay Toltl Kinman, Margaret
Searles, Revenge Publishing, november

Kathleen Ernst, The Heirloom Murders,
Midnight Ink, September

Margaret Maron, Three-Day Town, Grand
Central, november

Chrystle fiedler, Death Drops, Simon &
Schuster, february

Maan Meyers (Annette Meyers and
Martin Meyers), “forty Morgan Silver
Dollars,” The Mammoth Book of
Historical Crime, Robinson (Britain),
Running Press (uS), September

Patricia Deuson, Superior Longing,
Echelon Press, September

Barbara fister, “‘Woman up’ Sisters in
Crime’s 25th Anniversary,” Library
journal, november 1
S. furlong-Bolliger, “Trouble at the Oﬃce,”
Woman’s World, July, “Surprise Larceny,”
Told You So Anthology, Pill Hill Press,
August, “Mustard’s Last Stand,” Over My
Dead Body! Magazine, September
Leighton Gage, A Vine in the Blood, Soho,
December
Barb Goffman, “Truth and Consequences,”
Mystery Times Ten, Buddhapuss Ink, July

inSinC

Helen Osterman, The Elusive Relation, five
Star, October
Ann Parker, Mercury’s Rise, Poisoned Pen
Press, november
Cynthia Riggs, Victoria Trumbull’s Martha’s
Vineyard, Cleaveland House, november
Priscilla Royal, A Killing Season, Poisoned
Pen Press, October
Morgan St. James, Writers’ Tricks of the
Trade, Marina Publishing/Kindle,
September
Cindy Sample, Dying for a Dance, L&L
Dreamspell, October
Deborah Sharp, Mama Sees Stars,
Midnight Ink, September
Rochelle Staab, Who Do, Voodoo? Berkley
Prime Crime, november
Alexandra Schiller, The Case of The
Minstrel Minister, Bookstand, September
Morgan St. James, Vanishing Act in Vegas,
L&L Dreamspell/Kindle, September
L.J. Sellers, The Arranger, September, Liars,
Cheaters and Thieves, Spellbinder Press,
January 2012
Eleanor Sullivan, Cover Her Body,
Yesteryear Press/Wyatt-MacKenzie,
October

Linda Morganstein, On A Silver Platter,
Regal Crest, September
Shirley Murphy, Cat Telling Tales, Morrow
Avon, november
Sylvia A. nash, “Guilt by Birth,”
Mysterical-E, October
Kris neri, Magical Alienation, Red Coyote
Press, november. She was also nominated for the Lefty Award for Revenge for
Old Times’ Sake.
December 2011

Sending Your Entry
Please watch for updates about the SinC
website. Soon members can enter information for The Docket directly to
SistersInCrime.org .
inSinC will continue to feature The Docket
and it will also be available to all visitors
to our website.
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SinC Anniversary Party in Arizona
by Kris Neri

We received terriﬁc raﬄe prizes from authors
throughout the uS, including Darrell James,
Sally Carpenter, L.C. Hayden, and Bette Golden
Lamb and JJ Lamb.

Kris Neri

Joining us in hosting the party was the Desert
Sleuths chapter of Scottsdale, which has also
scheduled parties in other bookstores around
Arizona—The Poisoned Pen in Scottsdale and
Clues unlimited in Tucson. Appearing on our
mystery panel were L.C. Hayden from Texas,
Tom Griﬃth of California and Arizona, and
Arizona SinC members Shannon Baker, R.P.
Dahlke, Lori Hines, and Maria Grazia Swan.

We had hoped the mild weather we’d been
enjoying would hold a bit longer—we’d had
another author’s reception on the patio outside
our store just two days before. But a freak storm
blew in, bringing the cold, and forcing us to
move everything indoors. The store made for
quite a cozy setting, ﬁlled as it was with so
many sisters, brothers, and customers. But they
all came together in toasting SinC’s illustrious
milestone and wishing the organization another
25 years.

The store’s “well read” mascot has
plenty to howl about when SinC
celebrates its 25th anniversary!
Kris Neri

W

hen Chapter Liason Sandy
Parshall asked me to host one of
the SinC 25th Anniversary Parties
at my bookstore, The Well Red Coyote
(www.wellredcoyote.com) in Sedona Az, I
jumped at the chance. Throughout my own
writing/publishing career, I’ve owed such a
debt of thanks toSinC, the party seemed not
only a way to express that, but to introduce
the organization to our customers.

Maria Grazia Swan displays her gift basket donated by
L.C. Hayden. In background are SinC members Tom
Griﬃth and Shannon Baker.

Writing Contests
Helen McCloy-MWA Scholarship
February 29, 2012
Two promising writers of mystery short stories, scripts, nonﬁction, or novel will each win up
to $500 toward registration for writing classes, courses, or workshops held after April 2013.
full details are at www.mystery writers.org/?q=AwardsPrograms-McCloy .

The Tony Hillerman Prize
June 1, 2012
Co-sponsored by the Tony Hillerman Writers Conference and St. Martin’s Press, the prize is
awarded annually to the best debut mystery set in the Southwest. for complete guidelines, visit
/www.wordharvest.com/contest.php or us.macmillan.com/Content.aspx?publisher=minotaurbooks&id=4933 .

Writing Contests

St. Martin’s Minotaur/MWA First Crime Novel
Usually mid-November
Open to any writer who has never been the author of a published novel (excepting self-published or one who is under contract). Murder or serious crime must be at the heart of the story.
for details see www.mysterywriters.org/?q=Contests-Writers .

William F. Deeck-Malice Domestic
Grants Program for Unpublished Writers
Annually, Mid-November
Grants to two unpublished writers in the malice domestic genre at the Malice Domestic
Conference. Details at www.malicedomestic.org/grants.html .
inSinC
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Please send all information for mystery writing contests, including
those sponsored by SinC chapters,
directly to Molly Weston, inSinC
editor, at mysteryheel@mac.com .
include contest name, entry deadline, sponsor, and web site. include
“Contest” in the subject line.
Deadline for the March issue is
January 15.
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