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Strong Slate for SinC’s 20th Anniversary Year
By Patricia Sprinkle, Past President
Once a president ascends to the Goddess
Circle, wouldn’t you think she could rest on her
laurels and feast on ambrosia and nectar? Not
in SinC. A neophyte goddess has one more task
to perform the year after her ascension: head
up the search for board members for the coming year. With delight both that our first choices
all said “Yes” and that I may now get down to
the ambrosia and nectar, I announce that Sisters in Crime heads into its 20th Anniversary
celebration with an impressive slate of board
nominees.
Rochelle Krich, current Vice President, is the
nominee for President, Roberta Isleib for Vice
President, and Marcia Talley for Secretary.
Kathryn Wall, who has ably handled publicity
for the past two years, is stepping into the appointed position of Treasurer, from which Mary
Lou Wright has resigned, after serving so well
and so long that most of us cannot imagine SinC
board meetings without her.
In addition to Kathryn, two other board
members will be stepping down. Eleanor
Sullivan has been an excellent Secretary and
Carole Nelson Douglas has offered creative ideas
as a Member at Large. And although past president Libby Hellmann will remain on the board,
she will be a nonvoting member.
Elections will take place at Bouchercon in
Madison, but if you can’t make Bouchercon,
please vote by mail, using the ballot on page 15
in this issue of InSinC.
Here are your stellar nominees, new and seasoned. Would somebody pass the ambrosia?
Rochelle Krich — President. Rochelle has
served SinC for many
years. She is a past LA
Chapter president
and former editor of
the national newsletter. This past year, as
Vice President, she
has coordinated planning of the upcoming
SinC Hollywood
Conference, to be
held in November.
(See <www. sistersincrime.org for the details>.) Rochelle is
also a past national board member of MWA.
Rochelle has published 14 mysteries since

1990: five stand-alones and two series featuring Molly Blume and Jessie Drake. Her books
have won her an Anthony, the Left Coast Crime
Cavalera Award and the Mary Higgins Clark
Award. Her first novel, Where’s Mommy Now?,
was made into the film, Perfect Alibi. Her most
recent book, Now You See Me, is nominated for
a Barry.
As President of SinC, Rochelle will oversee
the celebration of our 20th Anniversary. She
hopes that another hallmark of her term will be
to lead the organization to explore ways to keep
writer members’ books in print. Rochelle lives
in Los Angeles.
Roberta Isleib — Vice President. Roberta
has been a member of Sisters in Crime since
2001 and is currently
serving as the president of the New England Sisters in
Crime and as a Member at Large on the
national Board. This
past year her energies
have been directed
toward planning and
coordinating the upcoming 20th Anniversary celebration.
A clinical psychologist, Roberta
took up writing mysteries in order to justify time
spent on the links. Her golf mysteries (Six Strokes
Under and Putt to Death) have been nominated
for both Agatha and Anthony awards. Having
partially recovered from her golf obsession,
Roberta will see the debut of a new series in
March 2007, beginning with Deadly Advice, featuring psychologist/advice columnist Dr.
Rebecca Butterman.
Roberta lives in Madison, CT.
Marcia Talley —
Secretary. Marcia is
the Agatha and Anthony award-winning
author of the Hannah
Ives mystery series,
including This Enemy
Town and the forthcoming Through the
Darkness. She is author/editor of two

star-studded collaborative serial novels, Naked
Came the Phoenix and I’d Kill for That and her
prize-winning short stories appear in more than
a dozen collections.
An active member of Sisters in Crime for
more than a decade, she is currently president
of the Chesapeake Chapter of Sisters in Crime,
and serves on the board of the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter of Mystery Writers of America. She
lives in Annapolis, MD.
Donna Andrews — Chapter Liaison. This
will be Donna’s third year as Chapter Liaison, a
crucial job because it
entails keeping in
touch with and solving problems for all
our chapters throughout the year. Donna is
a past president of the
Chesapeake Chapter
of SinC and has been
an active member for
many years.
Formerly employed
in the world of computers and a selfavowed “nerd,” Donna has published ten mysteries in two series. Her first Meg Langslow
mystery, Murder with Peacocks, won the 1998
St. Martins/Malice Domestic Best Traditional
First Mystery contest and both an Agatha and
an Anthony for best first novel. The seventh in
that series, No Nest for the Wicket, was released
in August. You’ve Got Murder, the first book in
her second series, which features Turing Hopper, who may well be the only Artificial Intelligence detective (read “computer as sleuth”) in
America, also won an Agatha. Donna lives in
Reston, VA.
Victoria K. Houston — Publicity. Although she lives in
northern Wisconsin,
Houston is currently
employed by a Kansas
City PR firm specializing in public health,
transportation and
vulnerable populations. That, plus 17
years’ prior experience
in the field of book
Continued on page 4
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Patricia Gulley
1743 N. Jantzen Avenue
Portland, OR 97217-7849
E-mail: <Weyrcottage@yahoo.com>
Other honors, awards, and events of great “pith
and moment” should be written up as short, separate notices. These can be as short as a paragraph.
No publicity/promotion of individual members,
please.
We particularly welcome reprints from SinC
chapter newsletters.
Send columns, articles, ideas and praise via e-

mail. Manuscripts that arrive by U.S. Mail will
also be accepted.
Please send mailing address, phone number,
fax, and e-mail with submissions. If you have an
idea for a story, please query the editor:
Bonnie J. Cardone
3116 S. Trisha Court
Santa Maria, CA 93455-7137
Phone: (805) 938-1156
E-mail: <bonnie@bonniejcardone.com>

Moving?
Change of address (postal & e-mail) notifications should be sent to both Beth
Wasson, SinC Executive Secretary, P.O.
Box 442124, Lawrence, KS 66044-8933,
and to Rowan Mountain, Inc., P.O. Box
10111, Blacksburg, VA 24062-0111.

Books in Print is searchable online at
www.sistersincrime.org
Promotional materials available to SinC members — Have your bookmarks or postcards
designed in color or black-and-white. SinC’s publicity mailing list of 5,000 bookstores, libraries, reviewers, etc. is available via direct addressing through Rowan Mountain, Inc., P.O. Box
10111, Blacksburg, VA 24062-0111. For more information, write Gavin Faulkner. E-mail:
<faulkner@bev.net>. Web: <www.rowanmountain.com>. Phone: 540-449-6178.

JUST THE FACTS: • InSinC Newsletter is the official publication of Sisters in Crime International and is published four times a year. • Dues and other Sisters in Crime
correspondence (membership, orders for booklets, changes of address, etc.) may be sent to: M. Beth Wasson, SinC Executive Secretary; P.O. Box 442124, Lawrence, KS
66044-8933; Phone: 785-842-1325; FAX: 785-856-6314; E-mail: <sistersincrime@juno.com> • Information in the Newsletter is submitted and reprinted from sources
listed in each article. Where required, permission to reprint has been granted and noted. SinC does not investigate each submission independently, and articles in no way
constitute an endorsement of products or services offered. • Other information on Sisters in Crime is available from the President, who is the only person who may speak for
the organization officially. Send queries and requests to: Libby Hellmann, 272 Summerfield Rd, Northbrook, IL 60062-5633; E-mail: <Libby@hellmann.com> • No
material may be reprinted without written permission from Sisters in Crime. Sisters in Crime © 2006
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President’s Message
By Libby Hellmann
It sounds trite to say how quickly the year
has flown, but I can’t think of another way to
put it. Wasn’t it just the other day I thanked
you for the privilege of serving as President?
Not only has it been a fast year, it’s been a
productive one. We’ve added over 500 members — we now have more than 3,200. We’ve
also added two chapters in Ohio, one in Virginia and one in Lincoln, NB and we’re talking to folks in Wisconsin and Nevada as well.
We’ve made plans and
produced materials to
celebrate our 20th Anniversary, which officially begins this
month, and we’re conducting our first “How
to Sell your Book to
Hollywood” conference in November.
We’re trying to give
away money — (we
still have $300 grants available to promote
SinC events) — so please, if you book a signing at an independent bookstore, tell them to
apply for that money. The same goes for libraries. We have the money, help us spend it.
We’ve hosted a SinC booth or table at more
than 15 conferences and book events, and we
plan to do at least that many next year. We
also conducted a survey on readers’ preferences
that you’ll be hearing much more about in
the next few months. Internally, we’ve put our
financial house in better order and we’ve
started having quarterly Board meetings by
phone.
In short, we’ve accomplished a lot and I
feel good about leaving SinC in the capable
hands of Rochelle Krich. She will lead us with
intelligence, grace and humor.
That isn’t to say there aren’t challenges
ahead. We are part of a community that – for
whatever reasons – seems to be separating into
distinct camps, at a time when we ought to
be coming together. When we isolate ourselves
by what we read or write, whether it’s mystery, thriller, hardboiled or cozy, I think we
do more than fragment ourselves, squander
our energy and drain our resources. I think
it’s dangerous.
Because the real issue, at least to me, is the

survival of books and literacy in general. Okay,
maybe I’m being melodramatic. After all,
throughout history the percentage of literate
people in the world has been relatively small.
Furthermore, more books are being published
today than ever before.
But the number of people reading those
books has declined precipitously. NEA’s landmark study of 2004 reported that fewer than
half of American adults now read literature,
including mystery and suspense. It’s not simply that we’re going in the wrong direction
— fewer readers mean trouble for us. If people
aren’t reading, sales of books languish, print
runs go down, contracts aren’t renewed and
we could be out of a job.
Sobering as that is, I think there’s an even
greater danger: the decline in reading among
young people. A recent Scholastic Magazine
found that kids read less and less after the age
of eight. That surprised me. I thought that,
thanks largely to J.K. Rowling, we were nurturing a new generation of readers who, as
adults, would immerse themselves in mysteries and suspense. Apparently, that’s not happening. Lured by iPods, MySpace and the
absence of adult role models who read, only
16 percent of 15 to 17 year olds are what
Scholastic calls “high frequency readers.” I see
that pattern with my own daughter and her
friends and it breaks my heart.
Which is why we can’t afford to squabble
among ourselves. I think we need to address
the issue and not just for self-serving reasons,
although those are plenty powerful. It’s scary
to think about a society that does not challenge itself with ideas, the kinds of ideas and
morality tales people are exposed to in mystery books and stories.
I’m not sure how to go about it — libraries
have been trying for years and MWA has a
kids’ mystery reading program. Clearly, those
efforts are not enough. We need to get kids
back to the printed page and we have to come
up with unique ways of doing it. I’d love to
see us work toward that goal together.
In the meantime, thank you for letting me
serve as President of Sisters in Crime. It’s been
an honor.
Libby Hellmann can be reached at:
<Libby@hellmann.com>.

Don’t Be the Last to Know
Have your books been reviewed recently? Sign up
for SinC’s Clipping Service and have your reviews
sent to you. For more information contact
Verna Suit at <vernas@erols.com>.
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Happy Birthday
to Us!
By Roberta Isleib
Sisters in Crime will kick off the much ballyhooed 20th Anniversary celebration at
Bouchercon. Please join us at the Saturday night
party.
Not going to Madison? Visit your local Borders bookstore in September and your local independent bookstore in October to check out
our special Sisters in Crime displays. We also
encourage you to set up SinC author events
during this period. And it’s not too late to put
in a request for your library to receive a 20th
Anniversary Kit — those displays are planned
for March 2007.

ALA Booth Mobbed

Librarians gather around the SinC
table at the ALA convention, held
in New Orleans last June.

New SinC Survey
In conjunction with Zoomerang, we’ve just
finished surveying a sample of people across the
country about their reading habits, with an
emphasis on mystery. The intriguing results will
be released soon.
Now it’s YOUR turn! We want to know
how YOU feel about crime writing and writers,
your preferences, likes and dislikes. Just click
on the link on our website — <www.
sistersincrime.org> — and follow the directions.
It’ll only take a few minutes and your responses
can help us better serve not only our SinC membership, but the mystery community as a whole.

Have Dessert With Your
Sisters at Bouchercon
The party starts at
9:00 pm
on September 30,
after the SinC business
meeting at 8:30.

2006–2007 Slate
Continued from page 1
promotion and publicity, makes Houston an
excellent candidate for the board’s Publicity slot.
She says, “The minute I got a book deal, I
registered for the next Bouchercon and joined
Sisters in Crime.”
Author of the Loon Lake Fishing Mysteries,
which feature fishing in Wisconsin’s Northwoods, she released her seventh book, Dead
Boogie, in March and has a contract for three
more mysteries with a different publisher.
Victoria lives in Rhinelander, WI.
Doris Ann Norris — Library Liaison. A retired librarian and avid mystery fan, Doris Ann
has served as the Library Liaison on the
SinC board for four
years. One of her
most important tasks
has been to coordinate SinC booths at
American Library Association conventions
and last year’s Public
Library Association
convention. The 2006
ALA convention was
particularly significant and complicated,
as it was the first convention held in New Orleans since Katrina. Doris Ann has also spearheaded SinC liaison with and assistance to libraries destroyed by the hurricane.
This coming year she will work on SinC’s
20th Anniversary month-long library promotion in March, which asks libraries to highlight
both national and local SinC authors. Doris Ann
lives in Fostoria, OH.
Jim Huang — Bookstore Liaison. Jim’s
nomination initiates a new era for the SinC
board. He is the first
brother to serve on
the board and will be
the first to occupy the
position of Bookstore
Liaison. For years,
Mary Lou Wright has
represented the interests and concerns of
bookstores in board
meetings. The board
found that perspective
so valuable that they
decided to make
Bookstore Liaison a permanent board position.
Jim brings a variety of wisdom and expertise
to the board. With his wife, Jim owns The Mystery Company, an independent bookshop that
they opened in Carmel, IN, in 2003. The store
is currently hosting Indiana’s first Sisters in
Crime chapter.
Jim’s career in bookselling began in 1987 at
Spenser’s Mystery Bookshop in Boston. He
served as Director of the Independent Mystery
Booksellers Association for four and a half years.
For 20 years he has published the Drood Review of Mystery and has recently opened a publishing company. Finally, to make him the
compleat book buff, he is completing a term

on the board of the Friends of the Carmel Clay
Public Library. He lives in Carmel with his wife
and two daughters.
S.J. Rozan — Member at Large. Winner of
the Edgar, Anthony, Shamus, Macavity and
Barry awards, S.J. has
written nine mystery—P.I. series featuring Lydia Chin
and Bill Smith, plus
two stand-alone mysteries. Her most recent book is Absent
Friends, set in NYC
immediately after 9/
11.
Before becoming a
full-time writer, S.J.
was an architect for
23 years. She joined the SinC board in 2002 as
Member at Large, and is valued for her insights
and common sense. S.J. lives in Greenwich Village in New York.
Judy Clemens — Monitoring Project
Chair. Formerly a professional stage manager,
Judy is the author of a
series featuring dairy
farmer and Harleyenthusiast
Stella
Crown. Her Anthony
and Agatha award
nominated first book,
Till the Cows Come
Home, was published
in 2004. The second
book, Three Can keep
a Secret came out in
2005 and the third
book, To Thine Own
Self be True, was released last month.
Judy has served as coordinator of the Review
Monitoring Project since last fall and is also
president of SinC’s Ohio Chapter. She lives with
her husband, two children and three housecats
in a turn of the century farmhouse in rural Ohio.
Kathryn Wall — Treasurer. Kathy leaves the
board to take on the appointed position of SinC
Treasurer. Kathy is
well qualified, having
been an accountant
for many years before
taking early retirement to write fulltime.
She self-published
her first Bay Tanner
mystery, In for a
Penny, in 2001. The
series was subsequently picked up by
St. Martin’s Press and
the sixth book in that series, Bishop’s Reach, appeared in May. Kathy has done an outstanding
job as publicity director of the board for the
past few years. She lives in Hilton Head, SC.

Join us for dessert at
Bouchercon
(See page 8C for details)
September 2006 – 4

BOOKSTORE BEAT
By Kate Derie
We went through almost 90 listings of mystery bookstores to
verify their contact information. Here’s
what we found:

New
Well, new branches
of a couple of established stores:
• Mystery Loves
Company
Kathy Harig
202 S. Morris Street
Oxford, MD 21654
Phone: 410/226-0010
E-mail: <kathy@mysterylovescompany.com>
Website: <www.mysterylovescompany.com>
Baltimore’s Mystery Loves Company has
opened this second store in Oxford, MD. The
only bookstore in town, it will carry general fiction, local authors and books, and children’s
books in addition to mysteries. It will be open
11:00–5:00 Sunday-Tuesday.
• No Alibis
David Torrans
University of Ulster at Jordanstown
Shore Road
Newtownabbey BT37 0QB
Northern Ireland
Phone: +44 28 9031 9607
E-mail: <david@noalibis.com>
Website: <www.noalibis.com>
This is a new campus store for No Alibis.
Crime fiction, American studies, true life or fictional crime stories, thrillers, whodunits, mysteries, police and detective stories. Signed editions and special bookshop events, including
visiting authors.

Changes
• Aliens and Alibis
Deb Andolino & Gary McCammon
New address:
8111 Garners Ferry Road
Columbia, SC 29209-9414
Tollfree: 877/512-BOOK
Phone: 803/462-0362
Fax: 803/462-0431
E-mail: <aab@sc.rr.com>
Website: <www.aliensandalibis.com>
New independent store specializing in mystery, fantasy and science fiction books, both new
and used. Bright, homey store with cats Bertie
and Serena.
• I Love a Mystery
Karen Spengler, Owner
New address:
6114 Johnson Drive
Mission, KS 66202-3333
Phone: 913/432-2583
Fax: 913/384-4289
Tollfree: 1-877-474-2583
E-mail: <sales@iloveamystery.net>
New, used and out-of-print mysteries. Cozies

to hardboiled, paperbacks and hardbacks.
Sherlockiana. Signed first editions. Bi-monthly
newsletter by subscription. E-mail notification
of store events. IMBA, ABA, BookSense.
• It’s a Mystery Bookstore
Isabel Jungwirth
New address:
116 - 105th Street West
Saskatoon SK S7N 1N1
Canada
E-mail: <mysterybooks@sasktel.net>
Website: <www.abebooks.com/home/itsamystery>
Small store packed with new and used mystery and detective fiction, a few reference and
true crime. Mystery puzzles, cassette tapes,
magazines. E-mail and mail orders, online sales
through ABE. CBA.
• The Book Orphanage
Jeff Kreider
New mailing address:
13188 Newport Street
Hesperia, CA 92344-5564
Phone: 760/948-0444
Fax: 760/948-1444
E-mail: <jeff@book-orphanage.com>
Website: <www.book-orphanage.com>
Website: <dogbert.abebooks.com/servlet/
SearchEntry?vci=5188122>
Online catalog of first editions, signed and
unsigned, specializing in mystery. New, used,
reading copies. Synopsis/Reviewlettes in the
“Slow Reader’s Quarterly Reports” posted on
the website. Also on the site are author photos
and signatures.
• Sleuth of Baker Street
J.D. Singh and Marian Misters
1600 Bayview Avenue
Toronto ON M4G 3B7
Canada
Phone: 416/483-3111
Fax: 416/483-3141
New e-mail: <sleuthbooks@sympatico.ca>
New Website: <www.sleuthofbakerstreet.com>
Full service shop. New, used, collectible, rare
and first editions. Mysteries, thrillers, spy,
Sherlockiana. Also mail order; want-lists welcome. Newsletter “The Merchant of Menace.”
CBA, IMBA. Cats: Paddington and Princess.
• Remember the Alibi Mystery Bookstore
Patsy Asher, Owner
8055 West Avenue Suite 101
San Antonio, TX 78213-1842
Phone: 210/344-7776
Fax: 210/344-7734
Tollfree: 888/272-5135
E-mail: <patsy@rememberthealibi.com>
New Website: <members.tripod.com/alibimystery>
Full service mystery bookstore with games,
puzzles, and books from new to rare. Signings.
Mail orders welcome. Newsletter “Caught Dead
in Texas.” Est. 1996. IMBA.
If you have any information about bookstores
opening, closing, or moving, or if you want to recommend an independent bookstore that has an
excellent mystery section, please e-mail
<cluelass@cluelass.com> or write to Kate Derie,

Steady as She Goes: SinC’s
Review Monitoring Project
By Judy Clemens, Review
Monitoring Project Coordinator
Thanks to a marvelous group of volunteer
monitors, the second quarter numbers for the
Review Monitoring Project have come in. They
have brought us, surprisingly, to the same percentage we ended up with in 2005. Fifty-six
percent of the books reviewed in our monitored publications are by male authors, while
44 percent are by women. It’s so “to the number” as last year I double-checked to make sure
the computer was adding correctly! (It was.)
These numbers are better than 2004 and
before, but we can still see the 12 percent disparity between books by men and women.
Not a huge gulf, but enough to make a difference in sales and visibility. Some publications are right on: the Baltimore Sun, the LA
Times and Mystery Scene all are printing an
even 50/50 of male/female reviews; Kirkus
Reviews, Contra Costa Times and the Winston-Salem Journal are all above 50 percent
with reviews for women; Romantic Times
beats everyone hands down, as usual, at a
whopping 86 percent. Lots of other publications fall far short of an equal number. We’ll
see if the percentages remain steady throughout the year and make our determinations
then about conversations we might have with
publishers and reviewers.
Meanwhile, I had a friendly talk with
George Easter, publisher of Deadly Pleasures,
a mystery review magazine whose 2005 reviews totaled 63 percent books by men and
6702 N. Casas Adobes Drive, Tucson, AZ 857046124. For up-to-the-minute changes, consult the
Deadly Directory Online at <www.cluelass.com>.

Highsmith Archives
Available Online and
in Switzerland
In 1995, Texas born Patricia Highsmith died
in Switzerland, where she had lived since 1988.
For the first time, the Swiss Literary Archives
(SNL) has opened her literary estate to the public. The private diaries, letters and numerous
other papers that make up the Highsmith Collection in Bern, Switzerland, cast new light on
her life. She captured a great deal of the social
mood and revealed the unstable foundations of
our normality with her incorruptible eye.
The illustrated inventory of the Highsmith
collection is now available online at: http://
ead.snl.admin.ch/html/highsmith.html.
The SNL also hosts the literary estate of
French crime writer Georges Simenon and of
the Swiss writer and dramatist Friedrich
Durrenmatt.
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37 percent books by women. We talked about
how books are chosen and why certain books
are reviewed while others aren’t. In the last
issue of InSinC I reported conversations with
three other reviewers about their choices of
books (Jon Jordan of Crimespree, Dick Adler
of the Chicago Tribune and Betty Webb of
Mystery Scene). A lot came down to what
books the publishers send them, along with
limited reporting space and reviewer preference.
Easter’s biggest criteria for Deadly Pleasures
is his staff of reviewers and what they enjoy
reading. He has very few women reviewers and
they mostly prefer reading the darker, noncozy mysteries. Since women are the main
authors of cozies, it’s hard for them to get reviewed in Deadly Pleasures.
After my last column, Jon Jordan told me
he got an e-mail from a woman who wanted
to review for Crimespree, specifically asking
for cozies. Thanks to her, women will now
have a better shot of being reviewed in that
publication. So this month we have another
opportunity for women to help themselves –
if you enjoy reading books by women (and I
know you do!) give one of these publishers a
holler. Volunteer your services as a reviewer.
It’s a great way to help women get reviewed –
and a great opportunity to read some wonderful books!
If you’d like to know more about volunteering for the Review Monitoring Project, contact
Judy Clemens at <contact@judyclemens.com>.

Every Issue of
InSinC Ever
Printed on CD for
Just $12
All issues of the SinC national newsletter are
now archived on CD. And a copy of these “national” treasures can be yours for only $12.
The newsletters document not only our
progress over
that past 20
years but the
history
of
mysteries in
that period.
For $12
you get a CD
containing every issue ever
printed, including the
most recent.
Send your check, made out to Rowan Mountain, Inc., to P.O. Box 10111, Blacksburg, VA
24062-0111.

Chapter News
Members may submit news of their chapter’s
activities (photos, too) to <bonnie@
bonniejcardone.com>. The deadline for the next
issue (December) is October 15.
Central Coast Chapter (CA)
Sisters in Crime — Central Coast Chapter
hosted another terrific speaker at its June meeting in San Luis Obispo. Sergeant Aaron Nix
discussed the Special Enforcement Detail, which
is the SLO County Sheriff ’s version of SWAT.
The special physical requirements for SED preclude most applicants from joining it and once
you are a member of this elite group, monthly
training is a must. Sgt. Nix’s tales of the group’s
exploits was enthralling.
Central Coast Chapter meets the second Saturday of every month at Borders Bookstore and
is always looking for mystery author speakers.
For more information, contact president Bonnie
Cardone: <bjcardone@hotmail.com>.
Cochise County Chapter (AZ)
Sisters in Crime, Cochise County Chapter,
held its first annual High Desert Crimes Book
Fair Saturday, March 25, 2006 at the Windemere Hotel and Conference Center in Sierra
Vista.
Thanks in part to a grant from SinC national,
the chapter realized its dream of having both
books and author
speaking panels.
Participants included 40 authors
from all over the
U.S.
The noon panel
was set aside to
congratulate the
young adult mysHolly and Craig
tery contest winWhitman
ners. Since this
was the contest’s first year, the list of entries was
on the light side, but the prizes and publicity
provided by the local paper are expected to draw
more entrants next time. Thanks to Friends of
the Library there were gift certificates for the
first, second and third place winners, to be redeemed at B. Dalton’s.
Committee members included Mary Frances
Clinton, Brenda Cockrum, Denise Agnew,
Debra Mansker, Holly Whitman and Marilea
Zavadin.
Mary Roberts Rinehart Chapter (PA)
On Sunday, June 25, 2006, the Mary Roberts Rinehart Chapter took a field trip to the
McDonald Sportsmen’s Association in Midway,
where trained instructors explained the basics

of gun use. After attending a lecture on modern and antique handguns, rifles, shotguns and
safety precautions, participants practiced shooting trap and targets with revolvers, pistols and
shotguns. The festivities ended with a picnic,
where members shared ideas and information
gained from the experience.
In addition, the Pittsburgh chapter is planning a tea at Mystery Lovers Bookshop in
Oakmont, PA, on Sunday, October 1, 2006, to
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Sisters in
Crime. Published authors will sign books for
the public as the chapter recruits new members
and educates the Pittsburgh area of the importance of our organization.
For more information about the Mary Roberts Rinehart Chapter, visit the new website at
<www.pghsinc.org>.

Celebrating 10
years of
SinC Germany
By Andrea C. Busch
A murderous amount of energy swept over
the city of Cologne, Germany, during the last
weekend in March. About 100 German-speaking SinC members, most of them mystery authors, celebrated the 10th anniversary of Sister
in Crime German Chapter — Murdeous Sisters. They came from all parts of Europe, including Germany, Austria and Switzerland,
some even as far as Portugal.
photo by Simone Joest

Mystery by the Sea (VA/NC)
The new Mystery by the Sea chapter in southeastern Virginia and northeastern North Carolina has been doing lots of exciting things, including visiting the Norfolk PD CSI team, hosting a plotting workshop, learning about character introductions, having a formal tea and attending Malice Domestic. Now we’re working
on a visit to a shooting range and possibly view-

German chapter photo session.

ing an autopsy. Most exciting of all, member
Maria Hudgins’ first book, Death of an Obnoxious Tourist is out. Her book signing on July 7,
2006, was attended by all the chapter members,
a host of friends and people off the street at
Broad Street Books in Ghent (Norfolk), an independent bookseller.
Chapter members are grateful to president
Teresa Inge, who, after receiving her Sisters in
Crime Membership Directory last year, sent us
all letters, inviting us to form a chapter. Check
out our website at: <http://groups.
hamptonroads.com/MBS>.
Northern California Chapter
Twenty members of the NorCal chapter wore
FBI badges for a couple of hours on May 23,
2006, courtesy of FBI agent/crime writer,
George Fong. Several agents addressed us as we
toured the San Francisco facility, answering
questions about procedures, trends in crime statistics and how to rob a bank! Many questions
began, “Suppose a guy is wanted for murder in
Los Gatos…” as our authors did research on
the spot.

Visit us online at:

www.sistersincrime.org
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Usually, it’s the person celebrating her birthday who receives the presents. This time it was
the head of the public library of the city of Cologne: Chapter president Beatrix Kramlovsky
from Vienna presented a gift of 100 signed mysteries from German SinC members to the library, packed in a black box with a blood-red
ribbon. Before they are shelved at the library
the books will be in a special exhibition celebrating the works of SinC Germany. “Mysteries by
German women authors are often underestimated,” Kramlovsky said. “We want 50 percent
of the book market, 50 percent of the critics’
and press’ attention. And we’re going to get it.”
The week before the meeting, the Cologne audience enjoyed three days of exciting charity
readings by SinC members.
Another highlight of this year’s celebrations
was the SinC Ladies’ Crime Night during the
German mystery festival Criminale, the annual
meeting of Syndikat (association of Germanspeaking mystery writers). From 8:00 pm to
midnight, Sisters read from their works. Special effect: An alarm clock was set to eight minutes and everybody had to stop — even in the
middle of the sentence — as soon as the clock
started beeping. The audience enjoyed this very
much. Because of the enormous success of this
event, SinC’s Ladies Crime Night will become
a regular feature during the annual Criminale.
The next national meeting will be in November 2007, during the Mystery Days in Krefeld.
SinC members from other countries are welcome.
Andrea C. Busch is the former vice president of
the German Chapter, an author, editor and translator of mysteries.

Commemorative
Products
Sisters in Crime has three new products for
sale, two of which were designed with our 20th
Anniversary in mind.

The women’s black, long sleeved T-shirt features a crew neck and the 20th Anniversary logo
on the left side in red. It
comes in S, M, L, XL
and XXL and sells for
$25, postage included.
This shirt runs small;
order one size larger than
usual.
The Sisters in Crime
Firehouse Mug is black
with the red 20th Anniversary logo on both
sides. It sells for $12,
postage included.
There’s also a unisex black T-shirt with crew
neck, short sleeves and SinC’s standard logo on

the left side in red. Sizes run true on this shirt,
which is available in S through XL and sells for
$20, postage included.
Order these products on the website:
www.sistersincrime.org or by sending a check
to: Sisters in Crime, P.O. Box 442124,
Lawrence, KS 66044-8933.

BIP in a Hammock
By Vicki Cameron
No, I am not actually compiling BIP in the
hammock this summer. But the hammock is
there, swinging between a maple and a
hickory, calling me to abandon my desk. If
you have received less than prompt service
from me on sunny days, that’s why. If you
have experienced recalcitrant service from the
fax, it has gummed up in the humidity.
As BIP entries began pouring in, 15 minutes after the notice arrived in mailboxes all
over the U.S., I had a feeling of meeting old
friends. Remember Romper Room, a children’s television show back in the ’50s? On it,
the teacher of the day would pick up a magic
mirror and look through it to see her friends
at home. The real mirror would
spin and she’d be looking at the
camera through an empty mirror frame. She’d say, “Let’s see
who is watching today. Oh, I
see Linda and Mary and Susan
and Amy.” As a child, I believed she could actually see us
all sitting in front of our television sets.
Today, it’s like a Romper
Room moment when the entries start rolling into my email, mailbox and fax. So
many familiar names. “Oh,
here’s Eve and Sara and Carolyn and Margaret and Kate.” It fills my office with the warm
fuzzies.
I note some trends this season. Previously
the number of mail and fax entries was about
equal. This year, the mail entries are double
the faxes. I have speculated on the reason.
Some of you fax your entry, then mail it. Some
of you might be bored listening to the busy
signal and mail instead of faxing. This problem will be with us for some time, I fear. I
have one phone line, split in two for the fax,
and we are on dial-up. So the phone is frequently busy. DSL service is denied in our
area. We are a 40-foot tower installation away
from wireless high-speed, so don’t despair.
One day you will be able to get through.
This year the form is available on the
website and about 40 percent of the e-mail
entries have come through this route. Currently, the web entries are not streamed directly to the website. They come to me to be
processed and are uploaded to the site when I
send them back to Peggy, the Web Maven.
Eventually, we’ll be more automated and uploads will go directly to the webpage.
Right now I send updates to Peggy quarterly, unless I am sidetracked by a hammock.
From May until August, I am busy collecting
the new BIP, so there are no updates during
that time. Once I send Peggy the new file,

she has a major amount of work to do, so don’t
expect to see the changes for a month or two.
Our stumbling block in the automation process is the need to reserve BIP for SinC members only. Currently, anyone can read our site
and learn about our books. Some non-members take this as an invitation to send information. There are ways around this, involving passwords, holding sections and update
zones, all familiar to those of you who cruise
the web. We are seeking the method that will
work best for our organization. On the plus
side, some non-members who send in their
information join on the spot.
In the minor details department, please ensure you print your e-mail address clearly on your faxed and
mailed entries. I give up trying to let you know your entry
was received if it bounces on
two tries.
Books are books and editions are hardcover, trade or paperback versions of those
books. I ask for a head count
of these so I can quickly find
out if your hardcovers have
been replaced by paperbacks or
if you have forgotten to tell me
about your paperbacks.
Our members write many types of books,
but we only list mystery and crime in BIP.
The 20-word description in BIP is really
two printed lines, so word count varies with
the length and placement of the particular
words. If an entry is too long, I crop it until
it fits, trying keep it sensible. On the website,
the description can be up to 255 characters,
including spaces and symbols. However, the
256th character and those that follow it will
be cut without a glance at content. Govern
yourselves accordingly.
As always, there are “repeat current entry”
responses from people who are not in BIP and
“new book” entries about books already listed.
From this I gather that the new BIP arriving
at your door in January is somehow lost by
June. I must say I am shocked and dismayed
that BIP does not have pride of place on every member’s bookshelf, but there you are.
Ah-ha, Someone here is offline, so the
phone is mine for the next ten minutes. I’ll
send this article to Bonnie and collect my email. Look, here come more BIP entries. I see
Nancy and April and Kathleen and Patricia...
Vicki Cameron’s e-door is always open for your
BIP entry: <vcameron@ca.inter.net>. So is Web
Maven Peggy’s website door at <www.sistersin
crime.org>.

Don’t forget to vote! See the ballot on page 15.
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Coming up: Conferences
& Happenings
NCIBA TRADE SHOW
The Northern California Independent Booksellers Association (NCIBA) Trade Show will
be held October 7 to 8, 2006, at the Oakland
Convention Center. SinC authors who can
bring a box of books to sign and give away at
the booth are especially welcome.
If you are not able to attend, you may mail
20 to 100 pieces of your promotional materials
to Carol Fairweather, 920 Walnut Street,
Alameda, CA 94501 by September 21.

SCENE OF THE CRIME
WICHITA, KS
Scene of the Crime, sponsored by the Kansas
Writers Association, will be held October 20 to
22, 2006, at the Holiday Inn Select, in Wichita,
KS.
Thirty speaker sessions will feature a Fact
Track with detectives, government agents and
CSI professionals. There will also be a Fiction
Track with New York editors and agents and
well-known mystery, suspense, thriller and horror novel authors. Free consultations with publishing pros are included.
In conjunction with the conference there is a
mystery/suspense/thriller/horror novel, short
story and poetry contest with a September 15,
2006, deadline. The fee is $10 per entry.
Conference and contest registration forms are
available on the website: www.kwawriters.org.
Registration is $110. You may register online,
by mail or by phone. For more information contact: <gordon@gordonkessler.com> or call 316/
685-0098.

TEXAS BOOK FESTIVAL
AUSTIN, TX
The Texas Book Festival will be held October 28 to 29, on the State Capitol Grounds in
Austin. The purpose of this festival, in its 11th
year, is to promote literacy and reading and to
raise funds for Texas public libraries. This free
event is expected to draw 25,000–30,000 book
lovers.
Sisters are invited to sign up for author signing slots and can send 50 small promotional
items, signed handouts if possible. For more
information or to send promotional items please
contact either of the Booth Coordinators, Judy
Egner, 2309 Gladnell Street, Taylor, TX 76574,
512/352-3293, or Sarah Ann Robertson, P. O.
Box 49939, Austin, TX 78729, 512/331-1820.

marketing, promotional and operational concepts in three days. For more information or to
register, call the Small Publishers Association of
North America at 719/475-1726 or visit
<www.SPANnet.org>.

SELLING YOUR BOOK
TO HOLLYWOOD
HOLLYWOOD, CA
From November 3 to 5, 2006, traditionally
published Sisters in Crime mystery authors will
have an opportunity to meet screenwriters,
agents and producers at a special conference
subsidized by Authors Coalition funds. It will
be held at the Writers Guild, in the center of
Hollywood.
Register now on the website at <www.
sistersincrime.org>.

THE GREAT MANHATTAN
MYSTERY CONCLAVE
MANHATTAN, KS
The Great Manhattan Mystery Conclave will
once again be held at Holiday Inn Select in
Manhattan, KS, from November 3 to 5, 2006.
The keynote speakers will be Nancy Pickard and
J. M. “Mike” Hayes.
A Friday morning pre-Conclave seminar will
feature Susan McBride, Laura Durham and
Harley Jane Kozac. During the afternoon seminar, J. A. “Joe” Konrath and Robert W. “Rob”
Walker will discuss creating suspense in a big
city setting.
Tributes to Damon Runyon (a Manhattan,
KS native) will loom large during the opening
reception Friday evening. Panels rule on Saturday. For all the details, check the website:
<www.manhattanmysteries.com>.

NEW ENGLAND CRIME BAKE
LOWELL, MA
Lisa Scottoline will be the Guest of Honor at
New England Crime Bake for mystery writers
and readers, to be held November 10 to 12,
2006, in Lowell, MA.
Sponsored by the New England chapters of
Sisters in Crime and MWA, Crime Bake offers
master classes, panels, agent pitch sessions, critiques, book signings and the Al Blanchard
Award Banquet. For more information visit
<www.crimebake.org>.

SPAN CONFERENCE
SAN MATEO, CA

MURDER GOES SOUTH
SMYRNA, GA

SPAN’s Small Publisher’s Marketing Conference and Trade Show will be held in San Mateo
CA, from October 27 to 29, 2006. The conference is designed to provide a year’s worth of

Friends of Smyrna Library and the Atlanta
chapter of SinC will co-sponsor the fifth annual Murder Goes South conference from January 26 to 27, 2007. Smyrna is a close-in suburb
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of Atlanta and the Friends of the Library organization is a member of SinC.
Margaret Maron will deliver the Friday
evening keynote address. While the conference
focuses on Southern mystery writers or mysteries with a Southern setting, all writer members
of Sisters in Crime are invited to attend and sign
books in a variety of Smyrna Village venues.
Registration is $50. For more information, see
<www.friendsofsmyrnalibrary.org>.

LEFT COAST CRIME 2007
SEATTLE, WA
“Readin’ in the Rain” will be the theme of
Left Coast Crime 2007, to be held February 1
to 4, 2007, at the Renaissance Seattle Hotel,
515 Madison Street, Seattle, WA 98104.
The guest of honor will be Gayle Lynds; the
fan guests of honor, Diane Kovacs and Kara
Robinson; and the toastmaster, Gary Phillips.
For more information, check out the website:
<http://lcc2007.com>.

Calling All Authors and
Great Lakes Area SinC
Members
Sisters in Crime will make its third appearance at the Great Lakes Booksellers Association
(GLBA) Fall Trade Show October 6 to 8, 2006,
at the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn, MI.
The 20th Anniversary SinC booth, as part of
the Trade Show exhibits, will be open Saturday
only, October 7. Friday and Sunday events will
include workshops, panels, signings and awards
programs.
If you would like to participate, and your
publisher will provide books for you to sign and
give away, please contact Willetta or Doris Ann
as soon as possible. If you would like to contribute a book or other item for the 20th Anniversary basket, let Willetta know. Volunteers are
also needed to staff the booth from 9:00 am to
noon and 1:30 to 5:00 pm.
Authors who cannot attend are invited to send
promotional materials. Please limit materials to
100 pieces and send them after September 1, to
arrive no later than September 29, to: Willetta
L. Heising, Purple Moon Press, 3319 Greenfield
Road 317, Dearborn, MI 48120-1212.
Please contact Willetta L. Heising at
<willettah@comcast.net> or Doris Ann Norris
at <DorisAnn@woh.rr.com> if you would like
to participate or send promotional items.
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A Brief History
of Sisters in
Crime
Compiled by Lora Roberts
It gestated at the first-ever conference on
Women in the Mystery, put together by BJ Rahn
at Hunter College in March 1986. Sara Paretsky
spoke on the growing use of graphic sadism
against women in mysteries. “Remarks I made
at the conference set off a firestorm around the
mystery world,” founding mother Sara recalls.
“Women began calling me from all over the
country with their personal histories of treatment/mistreatment.”
The rising tide of activism among women
mystery writers was boosted by Phyllis Whitney’s famous letter to Mystery Writers of
America, pointing out that women authors
weren’t being nominated for awards. By the time
Bouchercon rolled around in October, the ball
was rolling. “I convened the initial meeting of
interested women at the Baltimore Bouchercon
in October 1986,” Sara says. At that meeting,
she noted that books by woman mystery writers also weren’t being reviewed at a percentage
equal to their participation in the field.
At the annual Edgars Week in 1987, interested women writers were invited to Sandra
Scoppettone’s SoHo loft for breakfast, to meet
each other and discuss the situation. At that
meeting, Sisters in Crime was formed.
Initial steering committee members were
Charlotte MacLeod, Kate Mattes, Betty Francis,
Dorothy Salisbury Davis, Sara Paretsky, Nancy
Pickard and Susan Dunlap. A newsletter was in
the works. Information on publicizing books
was being put together. The review project was
under consideration. And the mission statement
had been formalized: “Sisters in Crime is committed to helping women who write, review,
buy, or sell crime fiction… Our ultimate goal
is to become a service organization to address
issues of concern to everyone involved in the
mystery field.”
“The first two years of Sisters I ran everything
out of my eight by ten office, with stamps sent
by Margaret Maron and a generous contribution from Jane Langton,” Sara says. “Dorothy
Salisbury Davis’ support proved crucial — she
was so respected by MWA members that she persuaded women like Mary Higgins Clark to join

and she damped down some of the hostile fire
we were getting from the mystery press (Nancy
Pickard and I used to be routinely attacked in
the ’zines for crimes too numerous to iterate.)”
“I remember being scared at the start,” Nancy
Pickard says. “Our very first organizing meeting, I remember Sara at the front of the room,
how brave she was, and how smart. It was exciting, fun, a little frightening. I remember
thinking, ‘In our funny little world of mystery
writers, we have come late to the woman’s movement, but here we are, at last.’”
Although all Sisters consider Sara their founding mother, Nancy was the first elected president. “I had to work up my nerve to call Margaret Maron to ask her to be my vice president—
she said yes, and boy, was I ever the luckiest
president ever! Besides being a wonderful writer,
Margaret is the world’s best organizer, correspondent, and paper-keeper; she deserves all the
credit for keeping the organizational part of
SinC alive and functioning that year. That was
the beginning of one of my most treasured
friendships. Thanks for saying yes, Margaret! I
was delighted to hand her the gavel at the end
of my year. I have felt proud, ever since, to be
able to add to my resume, ‘Founding member
and former president, Sisters In Crime.’”
Margaret Maron recalls, “After Phyllis
Whitney’s letter to MWA and what many considered their dismissive response, Sara Paretsky
sent a letter to every mystery writing woman
she could find, asking if we were interested in
forming a networking group. I thought it was
great for someone of her caliber to take this on
for all women; and although she hadn’t asked
for money, I sent her a roll of stamps to help
with mailing costs.”
Why SinC instead of SIC? “Several women
wanted SIC, as in ‘Let’s sic ’em!’” Margaret says,
“but I knew we were less about hostility than
about working together in sync, so I used SinC
in all my correspondence and official letters. By
the end of my term, SinC had become the standard abbreviation.”
According to Margaret, in the early days, everyone on the board worked hard to bring things
to life. “Linda Grant laid out the first Shameless
Promotion for Brazen Hussies on her dining room
table. During those early days, whenever someone called or wrote with a ‘Why doesn’t someone—?’ the steering committee would say, ‘Why
don’t YOU?’ Linda’s inspired booklet embodied that philosophy.”
Starting Sisters’ famous mailing list was
Carolyn Hart’s early mission. “She collected and
collated the names and addresses of almost every bookstore and library in the country and
put them into a database that became our first
mailing list for our Books in Print,” Margaret
says. “Sharyn McCrumb introduced us to Gavin
Faulkner, who was responsible for the layout and
mailing of our first newsletters. Together, they
designed many of the early bookmarks and postcards and other pieces of publicity material.
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Some of my best memories are of the true support that grew from nothing to a nationwide
network.”
Margaret, who became the third president,
tells the story of the mystery of the Official Seal
of Office. “In the summer before I was to turn
over our presidential seal to Susan Dunlap at
the London Bouchercon in 1990, I found a large
white stuffed seal pup on sale at a Raleigh toy
store. I thought it would be fun to tie the embossing seal around its neck with a red ribbon
and, taking liberties with the Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval, I included a note that read
‘The Sisters in Crime Official Seal of Office.
Accept no substitutes.’ I had planned to take it
to London and give the two seals to Sue there,
but at the last minute took pity on her suitcase
space and mailed them to her instead. That’s
the last time anyone remembers seeing the metal
seal . . . It amuses me no end that the stuffed
seal is still being passed along at each Bouchercon while the real seal has disappeared into the
mists of memory.”
Mary Lou Wright, long-time treasurer, recalls,
“When Sue Dunlap was president, she asked for
volunteers at an annual SinC meeting. There was
no show of hands for treasurer and I thought: I
can do this, it’s just like my daytime job (then a
business manager). My first task was renting a
post office box in Lawrence, KS, where I lived.
As we know, this has now become our permanent address. The treasury had very little money.
When Carolyn Hart became president, she
thought she was going to have to pay the printing bill out of her pocket. I realized that we
weren’t charging dues annually, and once we got
that process in place, the organization could
operate somewhat smoothly, pay our bills and
fund the new exciting projects that came along.
Following a suggestion from Sara Paretsky, I presented the idea of hiring an executive secretary
Continued on page 8C
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20 SinC Goddesses
By Verna Suit
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Whole bunch
4th SinC prez Susan
__, Rogue Wave
author
Nile snakes
Golfer’s goal
Undulation
Labor groups
Cry of glee
Rock’s Brian
1st SinC prez, V.I.
Warshawski creator
Weaving machine
Dot follower
Ice org.
Warp end?
Simile middle
18th SinC prez
Patricia __, When Did
We Lose Harriet?
author
__ for Alibi, Sue
Grafton
Paper pack
CD-__
1966 musical
Player’s lament
3rd SinC prez,
Bootlegger’s
Daughter author
Array of possible
perps
Rug type
Gambling game
Bark toward
17th SinC prez Kate
__, Death Lurks in
the Bush author
16th SinC prez Kate
__, Stalking Death
author
9th SinC prez Elaine
__ Chase, Dark
Corners author
TGIF part
Big head
“__ My Heart ...”
Farm layer
Zip
Have a bawl
Lucy’s landlady
Nervous twitch
20th SinC prez
Rochelle __, Dream

House author
75 15th SinC prez Eve
K. __, AKA Joanna
Carl
78 14th SinC prez Claire
__, The Wombat
Strategy author
82 Clancy or Wolfe
84 Appearance
85 Write
87 Positive
88 “Brokeback
Mountain” director
Lee
91 Farm refrain
93 DDE competition
95 Toe count
96 12th SinC prez
Medora __, AKA
Caroline Roe
98 7th SinC prez Linda
__, Lethal Genes
author
100 13th SinC prez
Barbara __ Smith,
Bead on Trouble
author
104 Unused weap.
106 Longish skirt
107 A newswire, briefly
108 Hung loosely
112 8th SinC prez, White
Male Infant author
116 “Once upon __ ...”
117 Muse of comedy
119 “__ durn tootin!”
120 Way out
122 Twice LI
123 19th SinC prez Libby
Fischer __, A Shot To
Die For author
126 EMT skill
129 WSW opposite
130 Metric lbs.
131 Sex lead-in
132 CEOs’ degrees
133 5th SinC prez, Henrie
O creator
136 Wife’s title
137 Loosen
138 “__ Fideles”
139 Nagy of Hungary
140 English novelist
Barbara
141 Ste Jeanne __
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142 10th SinC prez
Annette __, Smith and
Wetzon creator
143 Cryptographic system
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Bantu language
6th SinC prez P.M.
__, Deathwind author
Ex of Mickey, Artie,
and Frank
Leave taking
Duke locale
Half of deux
Congresswoman
Lowey
Number in red
Turkish capital
Chic opening?
Leather punches
Store
“But will it play in
__?”
Not quite brut
“The Wild Bunch”
director Sam
“You can’t teach __
dog ...”
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Juliet’s love
Garden pest
Had a bite
Why the galley slave
couldn’t row?
Clayey soil
Composer Carl
More crumbly
Part: Abbr.
Pastrami partner
Author Talese
Slattern
Utopia author
Cops, to some
Top club
Huge amount
Writer Anita
Not fore
Publicity
Road sealer
Anti-ICBM plan
Mystery author Myers
Play part
Indonesian transport
firm
Tokyo, once

69 “Shame!”
70 Shaker __, OH
72 Syringe amts.
74 Garden tool
76 Lunchtime
77 Nasty
79 Fruitcake
80 Exist
81 Hogan or Hur
83 Russian fighter
86 Require
88 Blonde shade
89 Collar
90 Worldly thinking
solution
is on
92The
Writer
Bombeck
94 Pivotal
page 8F.
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A Brief History of SinC
Continued from page 8A
to the board and even suggested Beth Wasson,
a neighbor who had recently quit a very timeconsuming job in retail.” Sisters has been blessed
by Beth’s calm good sense and attention ever
since. “With all due modesty,” Mary Lou says,
“my suggestion of Beth Wasson was brilliant.”
Linda Grant became president during 1993–
1994. “I can’t resist reflecting on how much
things have changed in the years that have
passed,” she says. “In December of 1993, I
wrote, ‘We are hot. We are a trend.’ I don’t think
that most of us feel ‘hot’ anymore. In 1993–
94, we were still worried about garnering equal
review space in newspapers and combating gender bias. The death of the midlist was not on
our radar.” Linda goes on to say, “Most of our
best projects were initiated by members who had
a good idea and were willing to contribute the
time and effort to bring it to fruition. When I
think of the many, many hours of time that
members contributed to creating and managing various projects, I am awed by the creativity and dedication of our members.”
“One of the things I loved the most about
serving as an officer in Sisters,” she continues,
“was the sense of mutual support and community. We were friends as well as colleagues, and
whenever there was a problem, there were people
anxious to help. Whenever I faced a difficult
problem or an important decision, I talked to
Barb D’Amato, my veep, and Pat Carlson, the
former president. In effect, the leadership of the
organization was a kind of triumvirate consisting of the past, present and future presidents.”
The hard work of the officers is a constant theme
when former board members talk about Sisters in
Crime. “One of our great strengths is that the office of president is not honorary, but is worked up
to through service to the organization,” Barb
D’Amato says. “As a result, the president comes
into office knowing a lot about the organization.”
In 1996, a large SinC project was undertaken
by then-president Elaine Raco Chase: to hold a
writing retreat in Houston. “It did a great deal
to make SinC more visible than it had been before,” Barb says, “and added to the impression
that we weren’t going to go away.”
Elaine mentions, “Sisters in Crime was called
‘ubiquitous’ by Publishers Weekly that year. I
had to look that one up and found it wasn’t a
shooting offense but ‘that we were everywhere’
— and we were — and we were being imitated.”
During Annette Meyers’ year of being president, she undertook to get the same benefit for
Sisters that other organizations of writers were
enjoying: contributions from the Authors Coalition. “Participation depends on the number
of published authors in the organizations that
belong, so there was no reason for us to be denied membership. I enlisted the aid of Paul
Aiken, Executive Director of the Authors Guild,
and within a few months, we were on board.
The income that has come in steadily from our
membership in the Authors Coalition has kept
Sisters in Crime well in the black.” As an alumnus of Douglass College (class of ’55), Annette
also arranged to create a Sisters in Crime archive
for our considerable stash of printed material
at the Mabel Smith Douglass Library.
Medora Sale’s presidency focused on the

health of the many SinC chapters springing up
all over the country. “By then, many chapters
not only had bylaws,” she says, “but were facing or had survived minor constitutional crises,
as well as organizing and carrying out some extraordinary events and long-term projects, and
we at National were occupied in fine-tuning a
role to assist without smothering — although
when I say National, I really ought to say Beth
Wasson, who knew everything that was being
planned, what it needed and how to help in the
most clear-headed, useful way.”
The late Barbara Burnett Smith, who is sorely
missed, served as president in 1999–2000 and
accomplished something that author members
of SinC had long wanted: she sponsored a survey that asked our writers frank questions about
money, publicity, and other arcane details. “I
believed then and still do that we need information in order to improve our lot as writers,”
she said. “We have to know what authors are
being paid, what publishers are providing in the
way of support, etc. At the time, no one except
agents and publishers knew what a ‘typical’
mystery might bring in advance money — I
actually got some flack from members who
didn’t think this project was a good idea, but I
had many more supporters. People like Joan
Lowry Nixon and Joan Hess and Margaret
Maron felt we could make a difference. If nothing else, we know the odds for making a good
living with our writing.”
“On looking back at 2001–2002,” Eve
Sandstrom says, “the first thing that popped into
my mind was ‘Publishers Weekly ad.’ That was
the year the board decided to take the cover and
first four pages of Publishers Weekly’s mystery
emphasis edition. It was a tremendous amount
of money. We celebrated SinC’s 15th anniversary at both our membership meetings that year.”
Kate Flora remembers, “As part of our 15th
anniversary celebration, we began to take a
closer look at statistics such as those coming
back from the review project. One thing we realized was that we still weren’t getting good solid
information for a lot of publications that we
could use when we went back to them to inform them about their track records and suggest reform. Under Taylor Smith’s brilliant guidance, the review project is getting four quarters
of data for nearly 35 different publications.
“As long as I’ve been involved with Sisters in
Crime,” Kate says, “I’ve felt that we needed a
national press kit to present our message in a
unified way, so that everyone who did an event
under the Sisters in Crime banner was on the
same page about who we are and what we’re
here for. I began working on our public profile
to find a way to speak in a bigger voice.”
Any organization where the leadership turns
over every year has the right to be proud when
it survives and thrives for so long. Sisters in
Crime is blessed with the kind of talented membership it takes to produce leaders of this quality. As Mary Lou Wright noted, “What a fantastic group of creative, giving people.”
“Most of all,” Margaret Maron says, “I remember the excitement and pride of being so involved
with something important — the feeling we all
had that we could make a difference, that we could
make things better for our sister writers and
strengthen the field for our sister readers.”
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Guppy Tales: A
Short History of
Small Fish
By Peg Wyse, excerpted from an
article by Leslie Budewitz
Eleven years ago, an intrepid group began
swimming together inside the greater Sisters in
Crime organization: The Great Unpublished
(aka Guppies). We began as a very small school
of very small fish, linked only with round-robin
epistles sent through the mail — U.S., Canadian and wherever we found like-minded, um,
fish. With the current issue of our newsletter,
First Draft, we have gone totally electronic, with
several e-mail lists (including Agent Quest,
Mystery Analysis, Piranhas — for writers with
teeth — and Cozy Gups), archives, critique
groups and even short classes in, for instance,
writing submission letters and synopses. We
have made a close community out of the lonely
art of writing.
The Guppies had more than 75 members in
February 2002. Early this year, we welcomed our
300th member and our group continues to grow.
In 2002, Lorraine Bartlett set up the Guppy
website (www.sinc-guppies.org/). Public pages
include FAQs about the Guppies, news and
Guppy publications; a calendar of mystery conferences and conventions; writer resources; and
a sampling of articles. The private pages include
a member directory, procedures and bylaws, articles from past newsletters on querying agents,
forensics, motivation, craft and other topics. In
2004, newsletters became available to members
in PDF form for downloading. They are also
available, by request, in Microsoft Word as well.
In March 2005, the Guppy Brochure debuted, produced by Darlene Ryan and Kat
Cormie. The brochure lists all books published
by Guppies. Members are asked to distribute
three copies to local bookstores and libraries.
In the SinC spirit, we call it Blatant Guppy Promotion.
Many members published their first fiction
as Guppies, while others have published nonmystery works. Twenty-six Guppies now have
published novels and more are published in
other areas. Go to the Guppy website to learn
about them. Our expertise in various fields is a
bit amazing.
In the 11 years since our founding, the Guppies have proven that the Great Unpublished
have much to share: support, information, critiques, writing partnerships, satisfaction, success and friendship.

Be Our Guest
At Bouchercon
Come and enjoy dessert (it’s
free) and celebrate the launch of
SinC’s 20th Anniversary Celebration on Saturday, September 30,
at the Madison Concourse Hotel.
The party starts at 9:00 pm.

Goddess to Goddess
As of September 2006, 19 women have served
as president of Sisters in Crime National. Founding mother, Sara Paretsky, was #1, Libby
Hellmann, our current president, is #19. Somewhere along the way, past presidents became known
as Goddesses. To find out what happened during
their terms, we asked four Goddesses to interview
four other Goddesses.
Sara Paretsky (#1),
Interviewed by
Barbara D’Amato (#8)
Barbara: Why was Sisters in Crime founded?
Sara: When we started Sisters in 1986 it was
because of a series of problems that women mystery writers were encountering. Some had
to do with the condescending attitude toward women mystery
writers. Many of us
encountered both fans
and male writers at
crime conferences who
assumed we did this as
a hobby, not as a serious vocation. Other
issues affected our careers in more direct
and quantifiable ways.
Sara Paretsky
These had to do with
lack of reviews of books by women and much
shorter length of time in print and on shelves.
When we started the Book Review Monitoring
Project we found that — adjusting for the male/
female ratio in books published — books by men
were reviewed seven times as often as books by
women (this all refers to crime fiction). We found
that books by women writers stayed in print on
average for a third the length of time that books
by men did. These data
severely
affected
women’s ability to earn
a living as writers. With
the Book Review
Project, with Books in
Print, and with our presence at ALA and Book
Expo, we have gone a
long way to eradicate
this discrimination.
Barbara: Have most Barbara D’Amato
of the problems been
fixed?
Sara: Every time we stop our vigilance with
the Review Monitoring Project, we find that discrimination re-emerges. It is therefore critical that
we continue this work.
Barbara: What challenges were there at the
beginning?
Sara: We faced a lot of hostility in the crime
fiction world during our early years. Some of our
members were told that their publishing contracts would be cancelled if they joined Sisters.
Nancy Pickard and I were often attacked by
name in the fanzines as well as in mainstream
publications like the Chicago Tribune. It was
sometimes hard to keep going in the face of that
kind of hostility.

Barbara: How did it all begin?
Sara: Sisters started when I organized a breakfast at the 1986 Bouchercon in response to many
different complaints and issues women writers
were facing. I thought it was time to see if there
was enough concern and energy among women
to organize in an effort to change our experience. Mary Ann Echols of Ballantine generously
hosted the breakfast. Twenty women came, and
over the next year, with the support of Dorothy
Salisbury Davis, I corresponded with as many
women as I could. When there were about 50
people interested, I created a questionnaire to
see what the main concerns were that an organization might address.
At the next Bouchercon, we got together again
and actually formed the organization. It was there
that we developed the first steering committee:
Nancy Pickard, Charlotte MacLeod, Dorothy
Salisbury Davis, Kate Mattes, Betty Frances and
me. We set ground rules of a minimal sort. We
wanted to keep dues low so that any woman
could afford to join. We did not want an organization of elites, so we wanted all members to
be equal. We wanted to stay away from a hierarchical organization as much as we could.
In those days, because the membership was
small, we tried to poll all our members before
making decisions. Sisters is now so big that it
can’t operate like that anymore, and we did learn
slowly over time that organizations function better when they have a clear structure and people
have clear responsibilities. However, many of the
most creative activities Sisters does come from
the members, including our presence at the ALA,
Books in Print, the Internet Chapter and many
others, showing that the organization still retains
its fluidity.
Barbara: What has been your biggest achievement?
Sara: Starting Sisters and seeing how much it
meant to women around the world felt like a
really important achievement.
Barbara: Where do you see SinC in 20 years?
Sara: I hope the organization continues to have
energetic, creative and committed people involved. I hope if it’s no longer responsive to the
needs of women in the mystery world, everyone
will have the grace and good sense to disband.
Barbara: Where do you see mysteries heading?
Sara: The tendency over the last decade has
been to write books of ever greater graphic horror, so I think we’re about due for a reaction to
that. Because of Sisters, readership of mysteries
has grown during a time when sales of other
forms of literature have been shrinking. I hope
that continues to be the case.
Barbara: What advice do you have for women
mystery writers?
Sara: In the words of Winston Churchill,
“Never, never, never give up.”
Nancy Pickard (#2),
Interviewed by
Carolyn Hart (#5)
Carolyn: What was your biggest challenge as
president?
Nancy: Calming things down. We had
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reached an unpleasant crossroads where suddenly there was more negative publicity about
the organization than was good for its continued growth. It was as if the resistance that had
existed in some quarters had built over a couple
of years to a peak. I had a feeling we could easily fall apart before we ever really got going, even
though we’d had such a gangbusters beginning.
So I put myself to the task of making friends
for us, easing the tension, building or rebuilding bridges. I wasn’t the only one, I was just the
most public face at the time.
Carolyn: What was your biggest achievement?
Nancy: Nothing really. It’s true that everything calmed down and
photo by Walt Whitaker
we moved forward, but
that might have happened anyway. I guess
my achievement was
being able to hand off
the presidency to Margaret [Maron]!
Carolyn: How did
Sisters change while
you were involved?
Nancy: In basic
ways: added members, Nancy Pickard
settled into its organization, got a lot of good PR, become more of
an established “thing.”
Carolyn: Where do you see SinC in 20 years?
Nancy: Still kicking.
Carolyn: Where do you see the mystery community going?
Nancy: I see it going forward mostly together,
as eventually, after every burp, it always has.
Sub-groups will still separate out in order to
build markets for themselves and find friends
among the writers and fans who love the same
kinds of mysteries, individual people will still
drop away for their own reasons, but we’ll all
still be mystery authors, shelved in the same
spot, nestling next to each other at book stores,
reading each other, learning from, enjoying and
being inspired by one another.
Carolyn: What advice do you have for women
mystery writers?
Nancy: Join SinC.
Carolyn G. Hart (#5),
Interviewed by
Eve K. Sandstrom
(aka JoAnna Carl) (#15)
Eve: Carolyn G. Hart originated one of Sisters in Crime’s key benefits to the mystery writer
— our mailing list.
Carolyn was one of the founders of SinC,
attending a legendary organizational meeting in
Sandra Scoppetone’s loft in New York City in
the spring of 1987.
Carolyn: There were about 20 to 25 of us,
and I remember that it was the first time I’d
ever walked into a group of women and felt as
though I belonged.
I have such fond memories of that time. I especially recall with pleasure the intelligence, enthusiasm and commitment of Susan Dunlap,
Margaret Maron and Nancy Pickard.

Eve: But early-on Carolyn was focused on
that mailing list. Today’s members may not even
be aware that the SinC mailing list of 4,600
bookstores, libraries, reviewers, readers and other
influential mystery fanatics was originally based
on one Carolyn compiled for her own use.
Then she gave her list
to Sisters in Crime for
the exclusive use of its
members.
Carolyn: I was especially eager to increase
the SinC mailing list
in hopes that promotion from individual
writers and from SinC
would have wide distribution.
One day Nancy
Carolyn Hart
Pickard called. (I
didn’t know Nancy very well at this time.) Before she could explain the purpose of her call, I
launched into a fevered, dare I admit feverish,
description of the names I’d collected and what
a difference the mailing list could make and how
important it was for us to gather names and the
necessity of convincing members to send in each
and every contact.
When I finally paused for a breath, Nancy
observed quietly, “Carolyn, it’s a good thing you
were too old for the sexual revolution.”
When I picked myself up from the floor after dissolving in helpless laughter, I knew that
Nancy and I would always be friends.
I tried to keep my presidency aimed at one
of the original goals: Bringing works by women
writers to the attention of readers, reviewers,
bookstore owners and librarians. And I saw the
mailing list as an important tool for doing that.
Eve: Where do you
photo by Melissa A. Jones,
see Sisters in Crime in
Lighthouse Studio
2027?
Carolyn: Thriving,
exciting, reaching
out, helping, lifting
books by women, creating good will. And
having fun.
Eve: How about
the mystery community in general?
Where is it going?
Carolyn:
The
changes in publishing
may continue to put Eve Sandstrom
most of the emphasis
on bestsellers. Publishers’ efforts to find that next big book may
continue to constrict the kinds of mysteries
made available to readers.
However, there is a deep and abiding love
among readers for the classic mystery. Bells and
whistles may entertain, but I believe that a book
with a well-fashioned plot, believable characters and an enticing puzzle will always find a
home.
Eve: What advice would you give an aspiring
writer?
Carolyn: Write your book. No one else can
do that. If you care passionately about your
theme, somewhere an editor will care, too.

Sue Henry (#11)
Interviewed by
Kate Grilley (#17)
Kate: What year did you join Sisters in
Crime? How did you find out about the organization? How were you active in SinC before
becoming the national president?
Sue: I knew about Sisters in Crime when I
was writing my first mystery in 1989-90, but
there was no chapter in Alaska, so I paid little
attention until Murder on the Iditarod Trail was
published, I attended my first Bouchercon, discovered what it was all about, and found a group
of Sisters. I joined SinC the next year at my
first Malice Domestic. Almost immediately I
was asked to be editor of Books in Print and to
attend board meetings. Shortly after that Dana
Stabenow and I started the first chapter of SinC
in Alaska. I became vice president of national
in 1996 and succeeded Annette Myers as president in 1997.
Kate: What was your biggest challenge and
achievement as President?
Sue:
Annette
Myers, who preceded
me, was an outstanding president and had
a term with a number
of problems to solve,
some of which we
worked on together.
As a result, she handed
me the office with almost everything running smoothly and
well, and I already had
a working knowledge
of what was going on.
Sue Henry
Therefore, my biggest
challenge and pleasure was working with other
Sisters, both on and off the board — and getting a book written during that busy year.
Kate: How did the organization change while
you were involved?
Sue: Women (and men) who had not been
members when the organization was created
were beginning to take more active roles in SinC,
subtly changing the complexion of the organization in new and interesting directions. As writers realized they didn’t have to write about
women PIs to be published, but could take their
strong heroines from many varied walks of life,
and their readers accepted that fact as well, the
confidence of both grew and so, as a result, did
the organization.
Kate: Where do you see the mystery community going?
Sue: I’d rather say where I’d like to see it going. I think it’s time for SinC to take a good
long look at where we are currently, to make
decisions on where we want to be, and to renew our efforts in directions that will take us
there. Call it putting more new wine in old
bottles, if you will.
Kate: There are those who say SinC has accomplished its goals for women mystery writers. What do you see as the current challenges
for Sisters in Crime and women who write mysteries? Where do you see SinC in 20 years?
Sue: My interest in mysteries began in the
’60s, when my librarian mother insisted that I
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read Harry Kemelman’s first tale featuring Rabbi
Small — Friday, the Rabbi Slept Late — and
soon expanded to many other authors. In rereading one of the mysteries I first collected,
my attention was recently caught, not by the
story I had just finished, but by the last promotion page the publisher had placed in the back
of the book: “Attention...Do you want to complete your collection of mystery and suspense
stories by some of your favorite authors?
Raymond Chandler, Erle Stanley Gardner, Ed
McBain, Cornell Woolrich, among many others...”
We all recognize these famous names, but
what struck me immediately was that back in
1984 there was not a single female author
among those mentioned.
I think we can safely say that this is no longer
the case and that Sisters in Crime has had a significant impact on the equity of what is published, promoted,
sold and read in the
mystery
field.
Though it is appropriate to congratulate
SinC and its members
for 20 years of good
effort, as long as inequity still exists — as
it still does — it is not
yet time to rest on our
laurels.
Hopefully, with
continued effort and
vigilance, in another Kate Grilley
20 years SinC will
have reached its goal of total equity for all mystery writers.
Kate: What advice do you have for aspiring
writers?
Sue: I don’t think anyone can give better advice than Sara Paretsky, who said: “Write what
you care about. You can’t construct a book for
the marketplace - the nature of the market is to
shift constantly - so write about what you love.”

Chapter Contest
Winners
SinC’s New England chapter, The Scarlet Letters, came up with the winning idea
to help publicize SinC’s 20th Anniversary
and its authors. The chapter will be awarded
the funds to implement the idea, a fundraising calendar featuring chapter members.
The Scarlet Letters’ other submission for
the same contest, a slogan by Maureen
Walsh, was considered so good the SinC
board didn’t want to limit its implementation to one chapter. Walsh’s slogan: “SinC
into a Good Mystery,” has been made into
a bumper sticker available to all.

Visit us online at:

www.sistersincrime.org

Bookstore + SinC
Grant = Successful
Signing
By Joe Neri
Although our bookstore is a general interest
bookstore, we have one of the best selections of
mystery and crime fiction in all of Northern
Arizona. In fact, we are becoming an essential
stop for touring mystery authors, not surprising since my wife and co-proprietor is Kris Neri,
mystery author, writing instructor and former
president of the Los Angeles chapter of Sisters
in Crime.
Kris and I opened The Well Red Coyote –
Books on the Rocks in the heart of red rock
country — Sedona, Arizona — in April 2005.
Since then have hosted more than 150 author
events and while we’ve become quite good about
getting the word out about our events, advertising doesn’t come cheaply and promotion is
always a challenge.
J.A. Jance, bestselling author of the Joanna
Brady and J.P. Beaumont mystery series, approached us last year to help launch the first
book — Edge of Evil — in her new Alison
Reynolds series, based right here in Sedona.
We asked the nearby Sedona Public Library,
which is a larger venue than the bookstore, to
host the actual physical event, with our bookstore being the official sponsor.
We then approached Mary Lou Wright, Treasurer of Sisters in Crime, to help with the promotional budget for the event. Mary Lou was
very enthusiastic in her support for our event
— a prominent Sisters in Crime member appearing for a new, independent bookstore at a
public library!
We applied for and received a bookstore grant
from Sisters in Crime, much-appreciated money
for a new bookstore, which allowed us to double
our promotional efforts for the Jance event.
On January 7, 2006, J.A. Jance debuted Edge
of Evil to more than 200 fans at the Sedona
Public Library. The Well Red Coyote sold more
than 300 copies of the new paperback and donated a portion of the books’ sales to the library.
All in all, a very successful event for everyone concerned, due in part to the Sisters in
Crime Bookstore Grant Program. We thank
Sisters in Crime for its support of and commitment to independent bookstores.

The SinC
Internet Chapter
By Steve Kelner
President SinC-IC
Anyone already a member of Sisters in Crime
can also join the Internet Chapter and, unlike
most chapters, it doesn’t matter where you live
because all the meetings take place online! For
a mere additional $15, you can “talk” with hundreds of colleagues every day through our list.
We’re up to Volume 17, so we’ve got quite a
history — we predate the web!

SinC Archives: Available Online
and In Person
By Bonnie J. Cardone
Editor, InSinC
If you’re ever in New Brunswick, NJ, stop
in at the Archibald Stevens Alexander Library at 169 College Avenue. That’s where
you’ll find the Sisters in Crime archives,
which are part of the Rutgers University
Libraries’ Women in the Arts Archives.
On October 29, 1998, SinC archives (and
other material) dating back to 1979 were
presented to the Mabel Smith Douglass Library of Douglass College by president
Medora Sale. The donation was celebrated
with a daylong symposium chaired by
former SinC president Annette Meyers, who
was instrumental in arranging for the SinC
material to be archived at Douglass, her
alma mater. The symposium included an
exhibition entitled “Sisters in Crime: Fact
and fiction,” and three panels featuring SinC
members. After the evening panel, “Women
with an Attitude: The Lady Investigates,”
there was a book sale/signing.
Founded in 1918, Douglass, the largest
women’s college in the country, is a part of
Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey.
Rutgers is huge. Its more than 50,000 students are dispersed among three main and
five smaller campuses. There are many libraries. Although the SinC collection belongs to Douglass, it is stored in the Special
Collections of Alexander Library.
You won’t be able to read the individual
items online, but if you’d like to know what’s
in the collection and read a very interesting
and thorough Historical Sketch of SinC, you
can access the archives via the internet. The
Sketch explains how, when and why Sisters
in Crime got started and who was involved.
In addition to the daily information and support that comes from our fellow members ranging from brand new to award-winning writers,
you also get access to our Ask a Pro page, the
monthly Spotlight Profile interviews, the
Bookfinder, many useful links among our members and elsewhere, and our Chapter Newsletter, which is in virtual form, of course. Never
before have so many writers written so much
without the use of paper!
Come join us in our virtual chapter. There’s
plenty of room in the hot tub. Just go to http:/
/www.sinc-ic.org/joining.shtml!

SinC Anthology
To cap off our 20th anniversary, Sisters in
Crime is planning to publish an anthology that
will feature stories by the founders of SinC as
well as our past presidents. Sara Paretsky has
graciously volunteered to edit the anthology. We
are hoping for a 2007 release, but that has not
yet been finalized. Stay tuned!
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There is also a detailed description of what
the archives contain: i.e. publications, information on the Agatha Awards, publicity
activities and programs, outreach initiatives
and local chapter formation, organizational
rewards, special interest groups and on-going programs. The Scope and Content Note
tells how the files are organized; the Series
Descriptions explains what is where. The
Container List shows what is in nine boxes
(videotapes of made-for-TV movies based
on SinC members’ books and various
memorabilia).
Finding the SinC archives online is difficult without the URL (case matters, so be
sure to type it exactly as follows): <http://
www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/libs/scua/sic/
SinCfindingaid.shtml#history>.
The archives list items donated through
1999; although material from the last six
years has been sent to Douglass, it has yet
to be organized and integrated into the
online finding aid.
It would be fascinating to look through
the archives. Several presidents, vice presidents and publicity chairpersons have donated files from their terms of office as has
a newsletter editor (did you know Margaret
Maron was editor of the newsletter from
1992 to 1994?).
If you want to view the SinC archives,
you must make arrangements ahead of time;
these materials do not circulate and can only
be used in the reading room. The person to
contact is Dr. Fernanda Perrone, Project
Archivist, Special Collections and University Archives, Rutgers University Libraries.
Her phone number is 732/932-7006, extension 363. You can also e-mail her at
<hperrone@rci.rutgers.edu>.
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We’re Not Asking for the World. We’re Just Asking
for Equality: SinC’s Review Monitoring Project
By Judy Clemens, Review
Monitoring Project Coordinator
The very first volume of the Sisters in Crime
Newsletter stated, “We, of course, would love
to report that our by-laws are written, the newsletter will be out every three months, the study
on reviews has been completed and all publications have agreed to review women equally…
Unfortunately, we are not quite there yet.”
That seems to be the theme throughout the
years: “We’re not quite there yet.” But we’ve
made great strides. We’ve had years where the
Review Project’s volunteerism and energy were
high, we’ve had times of burn-out and discouragement. But we shall overcome, Sisters (and
Brothers!). The Review Project is here to stay:
to support our women authors, to keep a watch
on the business and to communicate with publishers, editors and reviewers, who — when you
consider it — are all a part of our business of
getting great books to our readers.
Here are some highlights from our 20 years
of monitoring reviews.
1987
The New York Times Book Review has a paltry six percent of books by women. SinC writes
them a letter, and their percentage jumps to 23
percent in 1988, which proves that investigating and acting make a difference. The Review
Monitoring Project is born.
Betty Francis takes on leadership of the
Project and reports 10 people working on the
Project, which monitors six major publications.
1989
Carolen Collins answers the call for a new
volunteer to head up the project after hearing
Sara Paretsky discuss the effort on NPR and
Nancy Pickard speak about it to a group of college students. There are now 10 publications,
with 17 volunteers.
1990
New York Times Book Review numbers are up
to 25 percent!
Monitors offer some comments on the review
numbers:
San Francisco Chronicle: “It’s really dismal,
isn’t it? This from a paper whose book editor
claims to be a feminist…”
Washington Post: “The pattern continues.
Have you noticed that if a woman is reviewed,
it is most often an Englishwoman, not an American?”
LA Times: “(Reviewer Charles Champlin)
is…an excellent, prize-winning journalist (who
is) careful to be neutral. In an article following
Bouchercon, he gave his own rough count of
‘Bloody Sunday’ reviews over two years, indicating a 3:1 ratio. My count gives him better,
closer to 2:1. Perhaps his awareness of the issue
(and the numbers of women writers and fans)
has made a difference.”
Kansas City Star: Reviewer Leslie McGill recently commented: “I receive 30 to 40 books
per month to review and I only have room for

five in my column. Some months, the choices
for women authors are pretty slim; other
months, I’ll end up with three out of five. I think
that since I reviewed Marilyn Wallace’s Sisters
in Crime anthology, I’ve been more aware of
how many women I review in my column.”
1991 (SinC’s Fifth birthday)
In the newsletter Susan Dunlap writes: “Are
we being reviewed in proportion to our numbers? The answer is still No. But the figures are
better.”
Energy for the Project is low. The Project takes
a hiatus, with a call for “new blood” starting in
1992.
1992
In her president’s address Carolyn Hart says:
“Women’s mysteries still are not reviewed
equally with those by men…This is not merely
a struggle to end discrimination; this is a matter of economic survival. Reviews are essential.
Libraries buy only books that receive at least
two positive reviews. Moreover, reviews affect
bookstore orders and editorial perceptions. I
could posit the theory that New York’s long held
conviction that books by men sell better than
books by women came about because the favorable reviews accorded Dashiell Hammett,
Raymond Chandler and their successors succeeded in awarding the pre-1985 paperback
market to hardboiled books and dead English
ladies, to the exclusion of American women.
And it is indeed absolutely certain that books
in the marketplace outsell books that are not in
the marketplace. So a thorough appraisal of who
reviews what remains important to Sisters in
Crime. That is one battle still in progress.”
P.M. Carlson, incoming president, also speaks
of the issue by saying, “…of the books submitted to the Edgar award committee for Best First
Mystery of 1991, 30 percent were by women,
70 percent by men, yet we still do not get that
ratio of reviews or awards.”
1993
Meredith Phillips takes over the Project and
writes an article entitled, “Bean-Counting
Works!” She tells us: “The results of the 1992
Book Review Monitoring Project show definite
progress over previous years. Women mystery
writers are probably still not being reviewed in
proportion to their actual numbers, but percentages from last year give cause for cautious optimism.” There are now 20 publications being
monitored, and almost all of them exceeded 30
percent with their reviews of women’s books.
The New York Times Book Review is now up to
30 percent.
Meredith also says action will be taken when
the Project sends all 20 publications letters with
their specific data. “If past experience is any indication,” she says, “many will proclaim piously
that they are gender-blind when assigning reviews, and happened to review several women
authors only recently. However, consciousnesses
will be raised and results will probably prove
our contention.”
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For the first time, American women are being reviewed more than British women.
At the end of the year, P.M. Carlson writes,
“Our Book Review Monitoring Project showed
a marked increase in fairness on the part of many
newspapers. It’s still true that where there is favoritism it almost always favors books by men,
but it’s clear that many papers are much more
fair.”
1994
Meredith Phillips starts off the year by telling us, “The results of the 1993 Book Review
Monitoring Project maintain the encouraging
upward trend of 1992.”
But all is not won and vigilance still needs to
be maintained, Barbara D’Amato reminds us
in her president’s address. “Why does SinC still
exist, since women have made such gains? The
situation has improved. Even so, a book by a
woman is less likely to be reviewed than a book
by a man.”
1997
After a long hiatus, the Review Project gets
back together under the leadership of Louise
Saylor. Louise tells us that the Project suffered
a setback of burn-out, when volunteers were
hard to find and publications hard to monitor.
The Project is now watching fewer publications
than before.
Also, women are now writing 42 percent of
books published, rather then the 30 percent of
previous years. That means parity in reviewing
is even more important.
1998
In an InSinC article entitled “Out of the
Margins,” Sara Paretsky writes: “Lately I’ve gotten worried. I hope I’m wrong, but there seem
to be a few chill winds blowing, as if to say the
women opened a brief window that is now
closing…To my casual glance, it looks as though
outside the New York Times Book Review, mysteries by women are once again vanishing from
the review pages – perhaps our present review
project will confirm or deny that.”
The Review Project itself is struggling. Volunteers are scarce, energy is flagging. A call is
put out by Eve Sandstrom, asking for people to
help.
1999
Seventeen publications are monitored. Louise
Saylor says that the past year was one of “mergers, takeovers and other changes that have significantly changed the publishing and reviewing processes.” Percentages ranged from 23 to
58 percent, showing that the tallies sometimes
“defy generalizations.” Louise says, “With such
disparate data, it is important to continue the
project. So we will soldier on.”
2000
In her presidential address Claire Carmichael
McNab talks about projects that need to continue. “For example, the review project, which
so vividly demonstrated the fact that women
Continued on page 8H

Review Monitoring Project
Continued from page 8G
mystery writers receive less than their fair
share of new book reviews, will be repeated in
the coming months to ascertain if there has been
any change since our press releases detailing our
findings...”
Numbers are not as positive this year – with
women authoring 50 percent of published mysteries, only 30 percent of reviews are of books
by women.
2001
Taylor Smith takes over the Project and calls
for volunteers, stressing why the Project is so
important. In a presidential address, Eve
Sandstrom says: “We don’t want to write under
initials, as women used to, in order to get published. We want our fair share of reviews. We
want our works to be recognized as legitimate
contributions to popular culture or to serious literature. We want the contributions of the women
mystery writers of the past to be recognized.”
2002
Another call for volunteers, after another year
of dormancy and incomplete data. There were
many hard-working volunteers, but for various
reasons data did not get collected. But Taylor
Smith wants to give it another good effort. She
says, “It’s important to keep the project going
so we can build a year-over-year comparison on
how well we’re doing at ensuring that female
authors get the review coverage they need and
deserve.”
And it is important. In her presidential address Kate Flora says: “When are we going to
stop counting? Here is my response. We’ll stop
counting when there’s no need to count. We’ll
stop when equality doesn’t require constant vigilance. Book reviews are only one small example,
but review attention actually reflects the deeper
reality of publicity budgets, publishers’ might
and faith in the author and the product. Millennia of living in cultures where the dominant
paradigm is male are not overcome in a few diligent decades. It is still important to watch the
numbers and ask, ‘Why?’”
2003
Taylor Smith reports a huge jump in volunteers and publications. There are now commitments for 47 newspapers and magazines, up
from 24 in 2002. Letters went out to 2002’s
most serious offenders based on the Project’s
statistics.
2004
Taylor Smith writes an article entitled, “The
Good, The Bad and the Rather Ugly,” in which
she says that while some numbers are looking
good, “getting attention for female mystery authors remains an uphill battle in many markets.”
There are now 40 monitors of 50 publications. Seven publications had 50 percent reviews
of women or better in 2003. six had 40 percent
or better. Taylor is inspired by the diligence of
the monitoring volunteers and expresses her awe
and gratitude.
Taylor also shares the heart of a thoughtful
online post by Katy Munger, a mystery reviewer
for the Washington Post:
• The review community is biased in favor of
hardboiled mysteries, where male authors

predominate.
• The vast majority of review copies sent out
by publishers are written by men (Munger
said that of 20 odd books she receives
monthly, “not more than five or six are written by women”).
• “Cozies and humorous mysteries don’t get
pushed as much by publishers because they’re
perceived (probably rightly) as having
smaller, more target audiences.”
• “There’s always been a sort of cult of celebrity around male authors,” because they appeal to a wider audience (women read book
written by men, while the reverse is rarely
the case).
The bottom line, Munger suggested, is that
publishers need to be badgered to offer more
support to female authors. In addition, more
women authors may want to try a venture into
hardboiled realism in order to raise their profiles.
New president Patricia Sprinkle ends the year
by urging: “every one of you to start monitoring your own local newspapers. If you live in a
fair and equal society, praise those who have
made it happen. But if you notice inequality,
speak out! Behind you, supporting your stance,
are all your Sisters in Crime.”
2005
In her farewell address, Patricia Sprinkle says,
“As I leave, I want to remind you again that the
job is not yet done. One new trend and one
possible new trend in the mystery field make
that very clear…The possible trend was brought
to my attention by a SinC member who is a
book reviewer: ‘I’m getting many more men’s
books than women’s from the major publishers, noticeable in this last year or so.’ If this is
the case nationwide, no wonder men get more
reviews. This is an area SinC needs to investigate and monitor, along with our current periodical review project…”
Taylor Smith, after a five-year tenure, hands
the reins over to Judy Clemens. Kate Flora affirmed Taylor’s guidance of the Project, saying
how helpful it is to look back at solid numbers.
New technology is tried with the monitoring.
A website is set up by Jesse Kartus where monitors can enter their numbers and percentages can
be calculated. After some glitches, the website
proves to be a welcome addition to the Project.
Incoming president Libby Fischer Hellmann
says: “We should not have to persuade anyone
to read and review mysteries by women. In fact,
we ought to be holding them accountable when
they don’t. Nearly half of all mysteries published
in a calendar year are by women. And yet
women garner less than 30 percent of all reviews.
Those are the facts.
“It’s not an issue of style, voice or personal
preference. Reviewers who don’t review women
are omitting a significant percentage of authors
from their pages. And when authors aren’t reviewed, their books are less likely to be bought
by libraries and booksellers.”
2006
So here we are. Numbers from 2005 are
promising: 56 percent male authors reviewed,
44 percent women authors reviewed. We now
monitor 71 publications and have 45 volunteers.
Energy is high. We’ve talked with reviewers and
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publishers, made our presence known, and
worked toward our goal of parity. And while
hope is with us, our determination, persistence
and knowledge are the tools that will bring
about equality.
Equality: We’re not quite there yet, but we’re
gaining ground.

20th
Anniversary
Events
September 1–30, 2006
Borders stores feature displays of
SinC authors.
September 8–12, 2006
SinC celebrates 20 years at the
SIBA Trade Show.
September 30, 2006
SinC Dessert Party at Bouchercon
featuring Sara Paretsky.
October 1–30, 2006
Independent booksellers recognize
SinC with displays and signings.
November 3–5, 2006
Special Hollywood conference for
traditionally published SinC mystery authors.
March 1–30, 2007
Public libraries celebrate 20 years
of Sisters in Crime with special displays and reviews.
May 4–6, 2007
SinC celebration at Malice Domestic.
August 30–September 3, 2007
SinC and the Chicago chapter host
a National Mystery Writers’ Workshop.
September 29, 2007
Closing celebration at Bouchercon.
October–November 2007
Release of SinC anthology edited
by Sara Paretsky.

By Cheryl Kaye Tardif

Will a witness become a suspect?
Killer(s):
Basic info (name, age, occupation,
marital status and physical description)
Motive
History and relationship to
victim(s)
Preferred method of killing
Alibi
On the Murder Wall, keep the victim’s paper in the center. Add the
suspects around the victim and the witnesses along one side. Link the
papers with a paper strip if two characters had a past connection. For
example, one suspect may know another suspect because he delivered
her pizza the night before. The killer’s paper can be off to one side
and strips of paper may link him to one of the witnesses or suspects.
Be sure to make notes on the connecting strips.
Writers often have a clear picture in their heads as to what the
character looks like. If you can draw, then go ahead and create your
character. If not, go online and search the celebrity sites. Pretend you
are a casting agent. Whom would you cast in the role of the serial
arsonist in your crime novel or the evil doctor in your murder mystery? One of the easiest ways to find your actor is to simply watch
television. If you are looking for a face to play your “slasher,” check
out some of the detective shows. Find the face that inspires you, that
makes you believe “Yes, he is Hans VanBuren, a demented, psychopathic killer!”
During your novel’s progression, there will be many tidbits of information you can add to each Murder Wall paper — secrets from
the past, important clues and more.
The key to writing a good mystery is to mislead the reader and
drop clues in the guise of foreshadowing. Twists and turns are important. And don’t forget to list any bad habits your character might
have — it keeps him/her consistent. As each character develops, continue to add new information. Plots change and characters mutate.
They grow, they learn things and they react.
A Murder Wall is an invaluable tool that will show you the victims,
suspects and evidence in a clear, visible way. It will help you plot a
more believable crime, create multi-dimensional characters and keep
the crime, suspects and motives on track. It is much easier to plot or
solve a crime when everything is laid out before you. Criminals have
a plan — shouldn’t a crime novelist?

Murder Walls
for
Crime Novelists

Developing a fictional crime and
its cast of characters can be confusing and overwhelming without a tool
to keep everything organized. A
Murder Wall shows the structure of
the crime and the characters.
On a wall close to your computer
for easy access, tape up letter-sized
pieces of paper featuring photos and
key points on each character linked to a murder or crime. This enables you to visualize the cast of characters more fully, to give them
faces and bring them to life. It ensures that the basic facts of each
character’s existence are easily accessible. And it keeps you consistent
with the facts of the crime and the evidence presented.
Creating the Murder Wall
A Murder Wall consists of four main elements: the victim(s), suspects, witnesses and killer(s). You will want to include important facts,
clues and info on each.
On the killer’s paper, I often find it helpful to have a silhouette,
rather than a picture of the killer — it helps me to create the mystery
of not knowing. Once I’ve reached the last few chapters, I may change
this. This also acts as a non-spoiler in case someone walks into your
office and sees your Murder Wall.
Victims:
Basic info (name, age, occupation, marital status and physical description)
How did they die?
Time of death?
What motive would someone have for killing them?
What were they doing prior to death?
How are they connected to your suspects or other characters in
your novel?
Suspects:
Basic info (name, age, occupation, marital status and physical description)
How are they connected to the victims?
What are their alibis?
Do they have a motive?
What clues can you leave to lead or mislead your readers?
Witnesses:
Basic info (name, age, occupation and physical description)
What did they see or hear?
How are they connected to your suspects and to the victim?
What are their alibis?
Do they have a motive?

Canadian Cheryl Kaye Tardif is the author of three published novels:
Whale Song, Divine Intervention and The River. Visit her website at:
<www.cherylktardif.com>.

2006-2007 Ballot
Deadline for Receipt of Ballot: September 26, 2006
Please check the boxes to vote for each candidate. You must vote for all offices, including the At Large positions. Mail your ballot to Beth
Wasson, P.O. Box 442124, Lawrence, KS 66044-8933. You may also vote at the business meeting at Bouchercon on September 30 at 8:30 pm.

2006-2007 Steering Committee Nominees
❏ President: Rochelle Krich
❏ Vice President: Roberta Isleib
❏ Secretary: Marcia Talley
Member’s
Signature: ______________________________________________
Print Name: ____________________________________________

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
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Members at Large
Library Liaison: Doris Ann Norris
Chapter Liaison: Donna Andrews
Publicity: Victoria Houston
Bookstore Liaison: Jim Huang
Monitoring Project Chair: Judy Clemens
At Large: S.J. Rozan

THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET
By Patricia Gulley
Announcements for new books (please, no reprints), short stories, articles and plays (all relating to mysteries), also nominations and awards, may be sent
to Patricia Gulley via snail
mail to: 1743 N. Jantzen Avenue, Portland, OR 972177849 or via e-mail to:
<Weyrcottage@yahoo.com>.
Please put Sisters in Crime,
The Docket or InSinC in the
subject line — otherwise your
e-mail won’t be opened. The deadline for the next
The Docket is October 10, 2006.

Books
Glynn Marsh Alam, HIGH WATER HELLION, Avocet, September 2006
Maggie Sefton, A DEADLY YARN, Berkley
Prime Crime, August 2006
Deb Baker, DOLLED UP FOR MURDER,
Berkley Prime Crime, October 2006
Nancy Barr, PAGE ONE: HIT AND RUN,
Arbutus Press, June 2006
Maggie Bishop, MURDER AT BLUE FALLS,
High Country Publishers, September 2006
Mark Bouton, MAX UNLOCKS THE UNIVERSE, Five Star, September, 2006
Kathy Brandt, UNDER PRESSURE, NAL/Signet, June 2006
Lillian Stewart Carl, THE MURDER HOLE,
Five Star, August 2006
Donis Casey, HORNSWOGGLED, Poisoned
Pen Press, September 2006
Jamie Cortland (Weslynn McCallister), SKIN
DEEP, Crystal Dreams Publishing, September 2006
Casey Daniels, DON OF THE DEAD,
HarperCollins, June 2006
Mckenna Davis, CHOCOLATE DAYS MARGARITA NIGHTS, THE LOTTERY
MURDERS, AuthorHouse, December 2005
Cathy Elliott, A VASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY, Kregel Publications, April 2006
Angela Henry, TANGLED ROOTS, Harlequin
Kimani, June 2006
Hazel Holt, MRS. MALORY AND A DEATH
IN THE FAMILY, Signet, November 2006
Mary Ellen Hughes, WREATH OF DECEPTION, Berkley Prime Crime, September
2006
Pauline B Jones, OUT OF TIME, Hard Shell
Word Factory, August 2006
Mary F. Kohnke, SHE SAID WHAT?! January
2006, SHE SAID A LANDFILL WHERE?!
September 2006, New Dimensions Projects
Janet LaPierre, FAMILY BUSINESS, Perseverance Press, September 2006
Paul Levine, KILL ALL THE LAWYERS, Bantam, September 2006
Lois Lewandowski, THE FATAL HEIR,
iUniverse, September 2006
Marilyn Meredith, CALLING THE DEAD,
Mundania Press, September 2006

Stevi Mittman, WHAT GOES WITH
BLOOD RED, ANYWAY? Next, August
2006
Beverle Graves Myers, CRUEL MUSIC, Poisoned Pen Press, September 2006
Donna Nichols (Donna Imprevento) DEADLY
LAUNDRY, Triskelion Books, September
2006
Michael W Sherer, DEATH IS NO BARGAIN,
Five Star, March 2006
Clea Simon, CATTERY ROW, Poisoned Pen
Press, August 2006
L. A. Starks, 13 DAYS: THE PYTHAGORAS
CONSPIRACY, Brown Books, June 2006
p.m.terrell, RICOCHET, Paralee Press, September 2006
Kathleen Tracy, UNKINDNESS OF RAVENS,
Paribus Press, July 2006
Frances Bries Wojnar, MAGDALENA’S CONFLICT, Xlibris, July 2006

Attention Authors
Please do not send publicity sheets or your
website address as your announcement to The
Docket. The format is simple:
Name of author, TITLE OF BOOK, Name
of Publisher, Month to be released.
Name of Author, TITLE OF STORY,
Name of magazine or anthology, Month to be
released.
The awards and nominations may be in sentence format.
No ISBNs, character names, series names
or places to buy the books will be listed.

Mary Anna Evans’, RELICS, has been nominated for the Southeastern Independent
Booksellers Association Book Award. The
song included in the anthology A Merry Band
of Murderers, LAND OF THE FLOWERS,
received second place in the Best New Florida
Song contest, sponsored by the Will McLean
Foundation.
Vinnie Hansen’s TANG IS NOT JUICE won
first place in the 2006 Book Award from the
Oklahoma Federation of Writers.
Karen Harper won The Simon & SchusterMary Higgins Clark Award for DARK ANGEL and the Queen of Suspense herself presented it on April 26.
Gay Toltl Kinman’s short mystery stories,
DEATH IN RUSSIA and THE THIEF, had
plays based on them produced by The Lizard Theater in Alhambra, CA on May 28,
2006.
G.M. Malliet’s DEAD PERFECT won first
place in RWA’s Chick Lit Thrill category.
TJ Perkins’ FANTASIES ARE MURDER will
become a play by The Arena Players Theater
Group in Baltimore City in October 2006.
Martha Reed’s THE NATURE OF THE
GRAVE won a 2006 Independent Publisher
Book Award (IPPY) Honorable Mention for
Mid-Atlantic Best Regional Fiction.

Sisters Attend
Conference

Short Stories/Anthologies
Warren Bull, BUTTERFLY MILKWEED,
Crime and Suspense, May 2006
Peggy Ehrhart, CHANGE OF HEART,
FMAM, May-June 2006, DEATH GIG,
Flashing in the Gutters, April 2006
Mary Anna Evans, LAND OF THE FLOWERS, A Merry Band of Murderers, Poisoned
Pen Press, September 2006; MOUSE
HOUSE, North Florida Noir, Pottersville
Press, September 2006
Gay Toltl Kinman, BODY AND BLOOD,
FMAM, March-April 2006

Non Fiction/Articles
J.A. Hitchcock, NET CRIMES & MISDEAMEANORS 2nd EDITION: OUTMANEUVERING WEBSPAMMERS,
STALKERS AND CON ARTISTS, CyberAge Books, May 2006
p.m.terrell, TAKE THE MYSTERY OUT OF
PROMOTING YOUR BOOK, Palari Publishing, September 2006

Awards/Miscellaneous
Donis Casey’s THE OLD BUZZARD HAD
IT COMING, was a finalist for the 2006
Benjamin Franklin Award in the Adult Mystery category and was named one of Oklahoma Reads Oklahoma Six-Pack books.
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Carolyn Hart (left) was the guest of
honor at the Of Dark and Stormy
Nights conference, held in a Chicago
suburb in June. Barbara D’Amato
(center) and Libby Hellmann (right)
were speakers.

In Memoriam

Pat Guiver of Huntington Beach, CA,
died June 13, 2006, of complications from
heart surgery. She was 76. An animal activist, Pat was known for her pet detective series featuring Delilah Doolittle, a British
widow, and Watson, her Doberman pinscher. She is survived by her son, Chris
Guiver.
Marilyn S. Wallace of Brooklyn, NY,
died July 29, 2006, after a battle with breast
cancer. The author of several mysteries under her own name as well as the pseudonym
Maggie Bruce, she was 64. Among her survivors are her husband, Bruce, and her sons
Mark and Jeremy.

Minutes of the SinC Board of Directors Meeting
April 21, 2006, Arlington, VA
President Libby Hellmann called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm. Voting members attending: Libby Hellmann, Rochelle Krich,
Eleanor Sullivan, Donna Andrews, Kathy Wall,
Roberta Isleib, S.J. Rozan, Carole Nelson Douglas, and Doris Ann Norris. Non-voting attendees: Mary Lou Wright, Bonnie Cardone, Judy
Clemens, Beth Wasson and Verna Suit.
Minutes from Bouchercon 2005 in Chicago
were approved by e-mail.
Financial
Mary Lou gave the Treasurer’s report, including Authors Coalition funds. Libby announced
that back taxes are due because of accounting
errors from several years ago. The Board voted
to approve the financial report.
Libby announced that Mary Lou is retiring
as treasurer and Kathy Wall will be taking the
position, to be phased in gradually over the next
few months until Bouchercon, when Kathy will
officially become treasurer.
20th Anniversary — Activities at
Bouchercon ’06 and Malice ’07
Libby reported on the Borders Project. The
month of September 2006 (8/29–9/26) is Sisters in Crime month at Borders stores nationwide. Stores will identify the authors they carry
and all regional authors. SinC office has sent
Borders the names of member authors by locations and also will send a booklet of all published members. Members will be encouraged
to buy from their local Borders stores and thank
them for their support.
Libby reported that we will have one panel
at Bouchercon ’06, possibly to talk about early
female mystery authors. Also we will hold a dessert party on Saturday night, launching the 20th
Anniversary. All attendees will be invited. Discussion ensued about how to hold our obligatory business meeting and it was decided that
we would hold a brief meeting even though nonmembers will be in attendance.
Roberta will investigate Malice sponsorship
for next year.
Also, Roberta reported on the Bookstore
project — 37 independent bookstores have
signed up to receive packets for the October ’06
promotion. More than 200 libraries have signed
up for the March ’07 promotion. Discussion
ensued about logo and it was decided to use the
“20 years of opening doors” logo.
Donna reported that she is still working on
the hypertext map.
Roberta reported that Verna has the puzzle
done for the Bouchercon program book and
newsletter; Parnell will have the song ready by
Bouchercon ’06.
A special commemorative issue of InSinC will
be produced in September ’06 for the 20th Anniversary. A pullout section will focus on the
anniversary; details about content of the pullout will be discussed by Beth, Bonnie, and
Libby. Copies will be included in Bouchercon
bags. Roberta and committee will discuss later
and report back to board about sending copies
to libraries and possibly to Borders.
Roberta reported on the chapter contest for

anniversary promotion. Proposals were sent to
board members previously in preparation for
voting. Five proposals were discussed. The proposal submitted by the New England chapter
for a fundraising calendar featuring chapter
members was selected for funding. Additionally, the calendar may serve as a template for
other chapters. Also submitted by the New England chapter was an
idea for a bumper
sticker: “SinC into a
Good Mystery.” The
board liked this idea
so well it was decided
to adopt it for use by
national to be given
away at Bouchercon
and book shows.
Kathy reported on
publicity expenses
for the anniversary.
Online promotion
ideas suggested included an online PW ad and an ad on
publisherslunch.com, both to be decided later.
Chapters
Beth reported that there are more chapters
than ever before (55). Donna suggested we all
continue to encourage groups to establish chapters in areas where one doesn’t exist.
Carole reported that new software is being
purchased at a cost of approximately $1,000 for
Bonnie so that she and Gavin use the same format to facilitate production of the newsletter.
The goal is for Bonnie and Gavin to be using
the same software by Bouchercon.
Libby reported that the e-newsletter had a
50 percent open rate and a 10 percent bounce
rate. She will send another later this summer.
The e-newsletter is on our website as well.
Ex-Officio President
Rochelle moved and Eleanor seconded a
motion to ask the outgoing president to continue for a year as a non-voting, ex-officio member of the board. Motion passed.
Monitoring Project and Clipping Service
Judy Clemens joined the board meeting and
reported on the monitoring project and the
phone calls she’s made to book review editors.
Also, she wrote an article for InSinC about her
conversations with reviewers and that will be
published in the next issue. Judy is also writing
an article for the 20th Anniversary issue, interviewing former monitors to see how the project
has changed over the years.
Verna reported on the clipping service and
included a list of publications used by the clipping service. Discussion about how to get more
authors to participate (only about 50 authors
use the service), what support Verna needs and
how to collect reviews online. Also the possibility of asking monitors to do clippings was
discussed but dismissed due to the workload and
the difference in their work.
Bylaws
Rochelle said that she has problem with some
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of the language in bylaws, that they may be too
negative, such as “combat discrimination.” She
thinks using more positive language, such as
“encourage equality” would be better. Eleanor
disagreed, saying that discrimination still exists
and that the organization shouldn’t shy away
from using accurate, though tough, language.
Carole and Donna also voiced concern about
“toning down” the “combat discrimination” language for the reasons Eleanor stated. Libby will
work on language as ex-officio with Roberta and
a past president to be named and report back
to the board.
Books in Print
Past president Patti Sprinkle joined the meeting and reported on the Books in Print survey.
Preliminary results from a limited response are
positive. Her recommendation is to continue
Books in Print but print fewer hard copies and
not do the wholesale mailing we’ve done in the
past. Members will still get copies as part of their
membership benefits.
Mystery Matters
Carole reported her follow-up to publishing
Mystery Matters. Donna moved, Kathy seconded
that we pursue publication as discussed previously. Carole will ask the woman who did the
Romance Sells publication for RWA for a proposal.
Board Openings
Patti reported on board openings. Kathy,
Carole and Eleanor will leave the board after
Bouchercon.
Library Shows
Doris Ann reported that PLA in March was
a success thanks to Roberta and 26 authors who
assisted in the booth. ALA will be held in June
in New Orleans and she needs authors to participate. She will call the presidents of Houston
and Birmingham chapters for assistance. Raffle
items can be sent for ALA. Send one book and/
or promotional material to Doris Ann.
Bookstore Grants and Aid to Libraries
Beth reported that 18 bookstores have taken
advantage of the grants. Bonnie suggested asking a bookseller to write an article about the
experience for InSinC. Kris Neri was suggested.
Donna moved and Carole seconded to continue the grants for stores to request once a year,
renewing the program as previously designed for
another year with a $10,000 cap on total organizational spending.
Only three libraries in Louisiana and Florida
used the offered grants. Mary Lou and Doris
Ann will follow up.
Grant request
Doris Ann moved and Eleanor seconded that
the grant request from the San Joaquin chapter
be approved for $1,000. Motion passed.
Agenda for the Malice breakfast was discussed.
Doris Ann moved, Kathy seconded that the
meeting be adjourned.
Meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm
Respectively submitted,
Eleanor Sullivan, Secretary

DEADLINES
✔SEPTEMBER 26, 2006 — Deadline for receipt of ballot (See page 15.)
✔OCTOBER 10, 2006 — Deadline for submission of items for December

Docket. Send to Patricia Gulley, 1743 N. Jantzen Avenue, Portland, OR
97217-7849 or e-mail <weyrcottage@yahoo.com>.

✔OCTOBER 15, 2006 — Deadline for the December InSinC newsletter.

Contact Bonnie Cardone, 3116 Trisha Court, Santa Maria, CA 93455-7137;
phone: (805) 938-1156; or e-mail: <bonnie@bonniejcardone.com>. Other
newsletter deadlines are January 15, April 15 and July 15.
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