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Volume XXI • Number 3

By Rochelle Krich

It seems like only months since I passed the
gavel to Roberta Isleib but here we are, ready to
present next year’s slate of national officers. I’m
impressed by the caliber of our continuing and
new board members. I hope you’ll share my enthusiasm and give them your vote of confidence.
Judy Clemens, currently Vice President, is the
nominee for President. Marcia Talley is running
for Vice President, and Kathy Wall will continue
as Treasurer, an appointed and non-voting position. Mary Saums, who joined the board in 2007
as Review Monitoring Project Liaison, will take
on the responsibilities of Secretary. Also returning are Jim Huang, our Bookstore Liaison; Mary
Boone, Library Liaison; and Nancy Martin, At
Large. Immediate past president Roberta Isleib
will remain on the board for one year as a voting
member, pending the bylaw revision.
At this time we want to express our appreciation to two board members who won’t be returning: Margaret Coel, At Large, and five year veteran, Donna Andrews, who so ably served as Chapter Liaison.
It is my pleasure to introduce the new nominees: Julianne Balmain, Review Monitoring Project; Robin Burcell, Chapter Liaison; Cathy
Pickens, Publicity; andCharlaine Harris, At
Large.
Elections will take place at Bouchercon in Baltimore. If you’re not planning to attend, please
vote by mail, using the ballot on page 15 in this issue of InSinC.
And now, the slate:
Judy Clemens — President. Judy has been involved with SinC
since the early ’90s,
first with a chapter in
Florida and later with
the Delaware Valley
Chapter. She founded the Ohio Chapter
in 2004. In 2005 she
took over the Review
Monitoring Project
and joined the SinC
Judy Clemens
board a year later.
This past year, serving
as VP, has been a huge learning experience for her
and she especially enjoyed being involved in the

Publishers Summit in May and attending the
Flash Training session at Malice. Judy is the author of the Anthony and Agatha-nominated
Stella Crown mystery series, as well as the standalone, Lost Sons. She is the mother of two and is
very involved with her church. She and her family
live in rural Ohio
Marcia Talley — Vice President. Marcia is the
Agatha and Anthony
award-winning author of Dead Man
Dancing and six previous Hannah Ives
mysteries, all set in
Mar yland's Chesapeake Bay area. She is
author/editor of two
star-studded collaborative serial novels,
Marcia Talley
Naked Came the
Phoenix and I’d Kill
for That, set in a fashionable health spa and an exclusive gated community, respectively. Her prizewinning short stories appear in more than a
dozen collections. Marcia is immediate past president of the Chesapeake Chapter of Sisters in
Crime and serves as Secretary for Sisters in Crime
national. She is on the board of the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter of the Mystery Writers of America. She
divides her time between Annapolis, MD, and
living aboard an antique sailboat in the Bahamas.
Mary Saums — Secretary. Mary majored in
music in college and after ward worked as a
recording engineer in
Muscle Shoals. Her music background came in
handy when writing her
first mystery series set in
the Nashville music
business. Now she combines her love of the
forests of northwest AlMary Saums
abama, Native American history, archaeology and a bit of the supernatural in her current
books. The first in the series, Thistle & Twigg,
was published by St. Martin's Minotaur in 2007
and is a finalist for the SIBA Book Award for Best
Fiction, given by the Southern Independent
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Booksellers Association.
The second book in Mary’s current series,
Mighty Old Bones, came out in May 2008. She
serves as the coordinator for SinC's Review
Monitoring Project and is current vice president
of the Southeast chapter of Mystery Writers of
America.
Kathryn Wall — Treasurer. Kathy wrote her
first story at the age of
six then took a few
decades off. In between she practiced
accounting in both
public and private
practice before taking
early retirement to
pursue writing fulltime. She is the author
of eight Bay Tanner
mysteries, the most reKathryn Wall
cent of which, The
Mercy Oak, was released in May by St. Martin’s
Press. Kathy has been a mentor in the local
schools and is a founding member of the Island
Writers Network. She serves on the board of directors of Literacy Volunteers of the Lowcountry
and is treasurer of the Southeast Chapter of
MWA. She served on the SinC board as publicity
chair for two terms and is currently Treasurer.
Kathy has two stepsons and four grandchildren
and lives with Norman, her husband of 36 years,
on Hilton Head Island in the South Carolina
Lowcountry, where her series is set.
Cathy Pickens — Publicity. Cathy’s book,
Southern Fried, won
St. Martin’s Press
Malice Domestic
Award for Best Traditional Mystery. Set in
a small South Carolina hill country town,
it was called an “assured debut, a cozy
with some sharp
Cathy Pickens
edges” by Publishers
Weekly and was one
of five finalists for RT BookClub’s 2004 best new
mysteries award. In Done Gone Wrong, Cathy uses her own courtroom experiences when Avery
Continued on Page 5
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Sisters in Crime Newsletter

Purpose: The purpose of Sisters in Crime shall be to: Combat discrimination against women in the mystery field, educate publishers
and the general public as to the inequities in the treatment of female
authors, raise the level of awareness of their contributions in the
field, and promote the professional advancement of women who
write mysteries.
Roberta Isleib, President
Judy Clemens,, Vice President
Marcia Talley, Secretary
Kathryn R. Wall, Treasurer
Donna Andrews,, Chapter Liaison

Jim Huang, Bookstore Liaison
Mary Boone, Library Liaison
Margaret Coel, At Large
Nancy Martin, At Large
Mary Saums, Monitoring Liaison

Bonnie J. Cardone, InSinC Editor
Gavin Faulkner, Newsletter Graphic Designer

Vicki Cameron, Books in Print Editor
Peggy Moody, Web Maven

Beth Wasson, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 442124, Lawrence, KS 66044-8933;
Phone: 785/842-1325; Fax 785/856-6314; e-mail: sistersincrime@juno.com
Presidents of Sisters in Crime
1987-88 Sara Paretsky; 1988-89 Nancy Pickard; 1989-90 Margaret Maron; 1990-91 Susan Dunlap; 199192 Carolyn G. Hart; 1992-93 P.M. Carlson; 1993-94 Linda Grant; 1994-95 Barbara D’Amato; 1995-96
Elaine Raco Chase; 1996-97 Annette Meyers; 1997-98 Sue Henry; 1998-99 Medora Sale; 1999-00 Barbara Burnett Smith; 2000-01 Claire Carmichael McNab; 2001-02 Eve K. Sandstrom; 2002-03 Kate Flora;
2003-04 Kate Grilley; 2004-05 Patricia Sprinkle; 2005-06 Libby Hellmann; 2006-07 Rochelle Krich;
2007-08 Roberta Isleib

DEADLINES AND GUIDELINES

The next Sisters in Crime Newsletter will be
Send columns, articles, ideas and praise via eout in December. The deadline for all submissions mail.
is October 15.
Please send mailing address, phone number,
Members’ publications since the last edition of and e-mail with submissions. If you have an idea
the newsletter will be listed in The Docket. Please for a story, please query the editor:
include publication dates when submitting.
Bonnie Cardone
Docket material will be due October 10 and
805/938-1156
should be sent to:
E-mail: bjcardone@hotmail.com
Patricia Gulley
1743 N. Jantzen Avnue
Portland, OR 97217-7849
E-mail: Weyrcottage@yahoo.com
Moving?
Other honors, awards and events of great “pith
and moment” should be written up as short, separate notices. These can be as short as a paragraph.
No publicity/promotion of individual members,
please.
We particularly welcome reprints from SinC
chapter newsletters.

Change of address notifications
should be sent to both Beth Wasson,
SinC executive secretary, P.O. Box
442124, Lawrence, KS 66044-8933
and to Rowan Mountain, Inc., P.O.
Box 10111, Blacksburg, VA 240620111.

Vi s i t S i s t e r s i n C r i m e o n l i n e a t :

www.sistersincrime.org

Promotional materials available to SinC members — Have your bookmarks or postcards designed in color or
black and white. SinC’s publicity mailing list of 5,000 bookstores, libraries, reviewers, etc. is available via direct addressing through Rowan Mountain, Inc., P.O. Box 10111, Blacksburg, VA 24062-0111. For more information,
write Gavin Faulkner. E-mail: faulkner@bev.net. Web: www.rowanmountain.com. Phone 540/449-6178.

JUST THE FACTS • InSinC Newsletter is the official publication of Sisters in Crime International and is published four times a year. • Dues and other Sisters in Crime correspondence
(membership, orders for booklets, changes of address, etc.) may be sent to M. Beth Wasson, SinC Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 442124, Lawrence, KS 66044-8933; Phone: 785/842-1325;
Fax: 785/856-6314; E-mail: sistersincrime@juno.com. • Information in the Newsletter is submitted and reprinted from sources listed in each article. Where required, permission to reprint
has been granted and noted. SinC does not investigate each submission independently and articles in no way constitute an endorsement of products or services offered. • Other information
on Sisters in Crime is available from the President, who is the only person who may speak for the organization officially. Send queries and requests to: Roberta Isleib, P.O. Box 1308, Madison,
CT 06443-2708; E-mail: roberta@robertaisleib.com. • No material may be reprinted without written permission from Sisters in Crime. Sisters in Crime©2008
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Presidentʼs Message:
The State of the Sisters

By Roberta Isleib
As I finish my year as President of SinC, I’m happy to report that the organization looks strong.
Our listserv has blossomed into a vigorous forum for professional discussion, including its popular Mentor Monday guests. (Thank you Sandy Parshall and Leslie Budewitz.) The SinC blog is
bursting with thoughtful posts. (Thank you Lorraine Bartlett.) We’ve received many compliments about the new SinC Links eblasts. (Thank you Nancy Martin
and link team.) We are well represented at library events (thanks to
Mary Boone and her mentor, Doris Ann Norris) and at chapter
activities too numerous to mention.
The board, with the invaluable help of Beth Wasson and Vicki
Cameron, has been working on putting our new Books in Print policy
into place. SinC on the Shelf should be available for the use of members, bookstores and libraries later this fall. The idea of SinC on the
Shelf with its new marketplace availability guidelines has turned out
to be simpler in our heads than in practice! We’re learning quite a bit
about publisher practices and will pass on information as we glean it
to help members make informed career decisions.
We’ve also had some interesting conversations with our members during this process. Many of
you liked the idea of making Books in Print more useful to the target audience (bookstores and
libraries), but were perplexed about how to go about investigating your own publishers’ practices.
In fact, it should be as easy as shooting an e-mail off to your agent or your editor — or even phoning your local independent bookstore for information. We hope our authors will get in the habit
of asking these questions about print run, distribution, availability through national wholesalers,
returnability, price point — even before signing a contract. This is a good business practice, not
just necessary for the new SinC publication. During our publishers’ summit this past spring, both
publicists and editors assured us that they are willing to have this kind of dialog with their authors.
We appreciate your patience and persistence with the website — we think your time will be well
spent in the long run.
In closing, I’d like to thank you for the honor of serving as your President this year. It has been a
truly enriching (and exhausting) experience. I’m looking forward to ending the year with a bang,
as we’ve scheduled our first-ever strategic planning session before the regular board meeting in
October. This idea is a direct result of my conversations with other genre writer leaders this past
spring. After 22 years (and a growth spurt from nine members to more than 3,500,) it seems
appropriate and necessary that we stop, breathe, look back and look ahead.
I’m grateful for the service of all our volunteers and for Beth Wasson, who shines a light on our
path. Thanks to Margaret Coel for her service this year and to Donna Andrews who spent five
years on the board. Your SinC board is incredibly dedicated, thoughtful and hard working and I
feel honored to have had this leadership opportunity.
See you at conferences, online and in bookstores and libraries everywhere!

SinC on the Shelf
2009
Eligibility Policy

Roberta Isleib may be contacted at roberta@robertaisleib.com.

The 2009 print version of BIP (renamed SinC
on the Shelf) will include only those printed books
that meet established marketplace standards (that
is, accepted by booksellers and librarians). Below
are the book standards:
• Returnable
• Offered at standard industry discounts
• Available through a national wholesaler,
such as Ingram or Baker & Taylor
• Competitively priced
• Minimum print run of 1,000 copies
Any titles that do not meet one of the standards
may be petitioned on a case-by-case basis, so long

as all other requirements are met. Petitions must
be submitted on the SinC website. POD reprints
of titles that met industry standards when originally published will be included in SinC on the
Shelf.
All mystery and crime-related member books
may be entered into Books in Print online, which
will be available on the SinC website (www.
sistersincrime.org). Members who have trouble
navigating the data entry process may contact
help@sistersincrime.org and someone from our
help desk will assist.

Have you voted?
See the ballot on
page 15
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SinC Bouchercon
Luncheon
Sisters in Crime will hold a special luncheon/business meeting during Bouchercon in Baltimore. It will take place Thursday, October 9, 2008, at 12:30 pm in the
Versailles Room of The Radisson Plaza
Lord Baltimore Hotel. On The National
Historic Register, The Lord Baltimore is
20 yards from the Bouchercon conference
hotel and connected to it via walkway and
sidewalk
A wonderful Maryland luncheon will be
served. There will be a brief meeting, voting for the Board of Directors for 20082009, and a special drawing for signed
copies of the SinC anthology, Sisters On
The Case.
Send in your reservation and join the
party. The cost is $25 per person and nonSinC members are welcomed.
To reserve your spot, send a check for
$25 to: Sisters in Crime, P.O. Box 442124,
Lawrence, KS 66044. Include your e-mail
address if you wish confirmation that your
check was received. No tickets will be sent,
your name will be on the reservation list at
the door. Checks must be received in
Lawrence, KS, by September 25, 2008.
Any questions? Contact Beth Wasson:
sistersincrime@juno.com
See you in Baltimore.

Help Us Update the
Bookstore List

If you have checked out the bookstore list on
SinC website recently, you'll have noticed it is frustratingly out of date. So we're planning to give it a
makeover and we need your help. We often have
no way of knowing when a store has closed or a
new store has opened, unless you tell us. Rhys
Bowen will be in charge of updating our bookstore list and wants to make sure it is as useful as
possible for the membership. So please e-mail
Rhys at: rhysbowen@comcast.net with the names
and addresses of all bookstores in your area that
our members should know about.
These can include mystery bookstores, independents with a good mystery section, even chains
that are friendly to mystery authors. Please indicate which stores hold author events and include a
phone number if possible. You can even add comments, positive or negative, about the stores. We
might find a place in the members-only section to
put any comments that might be helpful to members planning a book tour. And please also let
Rhys know of any stores in your area that have
closed recently and should be removed from the
old list.
If everyone takes a minute or two to respond,
we'll have the most comprehensive and up-to-date
list that will be a real asset to members wanting to
set up tours or do mailings.

Across
1. Holiday drink

“Hallowe’en Party” Agatha Christie (1969)

4. Starbucks drinks

1

10. Abets

14

15

17

18

14. Riot or ruckus

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

34

35

13

16
19

15. Richly wrought
16. “__ Farrar” (1949), Josephine Tey

20

21

17. Burgle
18. 1993 Susan Wittig Albert mystery:
timely herb

22
25

24
28

20. Sisters in __

36

22. __ of Sam

40

23. Timely trick alternative

45

29

23

30

26
31

32

33

37
41

27

39

38
43

42
47

46

44
48

49

24. Q-U link
50

51

52

26. Cash or court closing
28. 2007 Amy Patricia Meade mystery:
timely probability

53
55

56

57

54

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

36. Tombstone lawman
66

67

38. Fin de __

70

71

72

40. Theater awards

73

74

75

37. North Pole toymaker

68

69

42. “__ dirty rat!”
©2008 Verna Suit

44. Like income and purchases
3. Mongolian desert

32. Run ___ of the law

4. Minimum

33. Most tidy

5. White House spokesman Fleischer

34. 214 in Rome

6. Bomb-makers' compounds

35. Lacquer ingredient

7. Mexican sandwich

39. Biographer Leon

53. Outback runner

8. Cuisine category

41. Bailiwick

54. Golfer Ernie

9. Witness

43. G.I. entertainers

55. Bengal killer

10. Lt. or LAPD

46. Starchy tuber

59. “There but for the grace of God ___”

11. Dies ___

48. Ram's mate

62. Make reparations

12. __ Cameron, author of “Grave Consequences”
(2002)

51. Dracula portrayer

45. Dopey cohort
47. Draw upon
49. It wounds all heels
50. 1992 Valerie Wolzien mystery:
timely wickedness

66. 2000 Jane Haddam mystery: timely opener
69. “Sing It To __ Bones” (1999), Marcia Talley
70. Ship stabilizer
71. What you might get on Halloween night
72. Hosp. scan

13. Proofer's mark
19. Narrow nautical passage
21. Diana Rigg as secret agent
25. Place for ID tag in the morgue
27. Canadian interjections

73. __ Paretsky, author of “Ghost Country”
(1998)

28. Storms and Prizms

74. Willing loser

29. Speak in Spain

75. Murder, e.g.

30. Bay window
31. Spider's prey

Down
1. Drug cop
2. Sign of a dead body

The solution is on page 12
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52. Killer
55. Sounds of disapproval
56. Swedish retail chain
57. Will of “The Waltons”
58. Jazzy Fitzgerald
60. First word of “The Raven”
61. Weaving with space-dyed yarn
63. Units of resistance
64. Kris __, author of “Dem Bones' Revenge”
(2000)
65. __ Hart, author of “Haunted Ground” (2003)
67. Smidgen
68. Bard's “before”

2008-2009 Board
Continued from page 1

Andrews deals with a suicidal spree killer and a
dynamite-toting paramour against the backdrop
of a high-profile trial of a deadly drug. Poison pen
letters and a runaway pig welcome Avery home
again in Hog Wild. Hush My Mouth is the latest
in the series. In her other life, Cathy is a lawyer
and business professor at Queens University of
Charlotte.
Robin Burcell — Chapter Liaison. Robin, an
FBI-trained forensic
artist, has worked in
law enforcement for
more than two
decades as a police officer, detective and
hostage negotiator.
She is the author of
the Anthony Award
winning
SFPD
Homicide Inspector
Kate Gillespie novRobin Burcell
els: Every Move She
Makes, Fatal Truth, Deadly Legacy and Cold Case.
Her upcoming novel about an FBI forensic artist,
Face of a Killer, debuts in October 2008. You can
visit her website at: www.robinburcell.com/.
Julianne Balmain — Review Monitoring
Project. Julianne is
a mystery novelist
and popular culture
author. Writing as
Nadia Gordon, she
is the author of the
Sunny McCoskey
Napa Valley mystery series, including Sharpshooter
(2002), Death by
the Glass (2003),
Julianne Balmain
Murder Alfresco
(2005) and Lethal Vintage (coming in spring
2009), all published by Chronicle Books. These
books have been called “jolly, high-calorie pleasure” by the Chicago Tribune, “highly enjoyable”
by the Washington Post and “rapturous” by the
Los Angeles Times. Julianne lives in the San Francisco Bay Area.
Jim Huang — Bookstore Liaison. Jim has
sold mystery books
for more than 20
years, including stints
in Boston, Kalamazoo, MI, and now
Carmel, IN, where he
and his wife own The
Mystery Company.
His three recent reference books for mystery lovers have won
Jim Huang
three
Anthony
Awards, two Agatha
Awards and two Macavity Awards. Since 2000,
he has volunteered as the Program Director for
Magna Cum Murder, a festival for mystery lovers
that takes place each October in Muncie, IN. He

is the co-chair of the October 2009 Boucheron:
The World Mystery Convention, scheduled for
Indianapolis. Huang lives with his wife, Jennie Jacobson, and their two daughters in Carmel,
where he recently completed a term as president
of the Friends of the Library board.
Mary Boone — Library Liaison. A lifelong
reader of mysteries,
Mary stumbled into
librar y work while
finishing a graduate
degree in Theatre
Studies. She's worked
at the Wood County
District Public Librar y in Bowling
Green, OH, since
1997. Her time at the
Mary Boone
librar y is split between working at the
Reference Desk and as the library’s PR coordinator. One of the best parts of her job is bringing
writers — especially mystery writers — to the library. “There is absolutely nothing better than
when library patrons tell me they have been reading a mystery author because they met her at the
library and that they can’t wait for her next book
to come out!” 2008 was Mary’s first year as Library Liaison. And what a great year it’s been!
Her primary responsibilities were to organize
SinC booths at the Public Library Association
Conference in March and the American Library
Association’s Annual Conference in June. This
was work made easy thanks to SinC members
who gave time and materials to support SinC’s
presence at these two important conferences.
Mary is a transplanted Southerner who lives in
Bowling Green, OH, with her husband, three
cats and two dogs.
Charlaine Harris — At Large. Charlaine was
born in Mississippi
and lives in southern
Arkansas with her
husband, daughter
and three dogs. Their
sons are out of the
nest. In her years as a
published writer, she’s
written four series and
two stand-alones, plus
numerous short stoCharlaine Harris ries. Her Sookie
Stackhouse books
have appeared in 20 different languages and on
many bestseller lists. They’re also the basis of an
upcoming HBO series produced by Alan Ball
(Six Feet Under). Charlaine is an avid reader of
genre literature and is deeply involved in the life
of the small town where she and her family live.
Nancy Martin — At Large. Creator of the
bestselling Blackbird Sisters mystery series, Nancy is the author of 48 pop fiction novels in the
mystery, suspense, historical and romance genres.
She currently writes about three impoverished
Main Line heiresses who adventure in couture
and crime. Nominated for the Agatha Award for
Best First Mystery of 2002, How To Murder a
Millionaire won the Romantic Times award for
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Best First Myster y
and was a finalist for
the Daphne Du
Maurier Award. Nancy is the former president of the Mar y
Roberts Rinehart
chapter of Sisters in
Crime, a board member of Sisters in
Crime, a member of
Nancy Martin
MWA , RWA and a
charter member of Pennwriters. In 2008 she was
nominated for the Romantic Times Lifetime
Achievement Award for female mystery sleuth
series. She blogs at the popular and trend-setting
www.thelipstickchronicles.typepad.com.
Roberta Isleib — Past President. Roberta
joined SinC in 2001
and was swept away
by the madness, serving as president of the
New England chapter
in 2006-2007 and
President of SinC national in 2007-2008.
She is a clinical psychologist whose current series stars a
Roberta Isleib
Connecticut psychologist and advice
columnist. The third book, Asking for Murder,
will be published by Berkley in September.
Roberta says the work of the detective in a mystery has quite a bit in common with long-term
psychotherapy: Start with a problem, follow the
threads looking for clues and gradually fill in the
big picture. So this career move turned out to be a
natural progression! Roberta's books and stories
have been short-listed for Agatha, Anthony and
Macavity awards.

Have lunch
with
your Sisters
at Bouchercon
in Baltimore.
See page 3
for details.

Pounding the Pavement of the Big Apple:
The 2008 Publishersʼ Summit Report
By Judy Clemens

On May 14 and 15, Roberta Isleib, Jim Huang,
Nancy Martin and I headed to the Big Apple to
meet with publishing professionals. Roberta
packed our schedule full and we were not disappointed! We were able to meet with people who
aren’t often seen except in print (In fact, Nancy’s
agent exclaimed to her, “How did you get in to
see all these people?”)
and were able to glean
a lot of wisdom and
information. For our
full report you can
read the Sisters in
Crime blog for the
week of May 19 but I
will summarize here.
The publishers
with whom we met
were some of the giants of the industry: Mira
Books (of Harlequin), the Penguin Group,
HarperCollins and Soho Crime. In addition to
feeding us lunch and snacks, the folks were forthcoming with information, glad to answer our
questions as well as ask us some of their own.
Here is some of the main information we heard
from Mira, Penguin and HarperCollins, to be
taken into consideration with the (sometimes
opposing ) information we heard from other
sources:
• Publishers don’t often try to sell “mysteries”
as “mysteries.” Their perception is that it is easier
to sell books when packaged under another
genre, or in addition to another, such as historical
mysteries or suspense or paranormal.
• Thrillers are hot, hot, hot.
• Mysteries seem to sell better when placed in
the Fiction section, rather than in Mystery.
• Authors should work with their publishers
to do every bit of promotion available, especially
establishing an online presence with an up-todate website, blogs and social networking, such
as MySpace or Facebook. [See the article on page
13.]
• It is important to be able to “position” your
book, which means giving your publisher and the
bookseller a way to sell your book. How do you
conceptualize your book? Why should the consumer buy it? What makes your book stand out?
• An author should have open communication
with her editor and publicist in order to make
plans. You should know how you’re selling so you
know whether or not you’ll be making a living or
if you should keep your day job.
Soho Crime is purely a mystery publisher, and
we met with the publisher, Laura Hruska, and
the director of publicity, Sarah Reidy. Their tune
was a bit different from the other publishers we
talked to.
• Soho Crime looks to educate their audience
about other cultures. They are not looking simply for a quick read.

• Mystery is the most exciting field of writing
these days, with wonderful literary writers joining the genre.
• Traditional mysteries are not dead! While
the English Country House might be past its
prime, people are still looking for sympathetic
stories where justice prevails.
• Soho works closely with authors to promote
their books, partnering with them through touring and other mediums.
• Authors should persevere to find a traditional publishing house. Self-publishing will only
hurt you in the long run.
Dan Mayer, the mystery buyer for Barnes
and Noble, introduced himself to us as a “lover of
mysteries.” Needless to say, we took to him right
away. He gave a much more positive spin on the
world of mystery writing than we heard from
some of the others and we left our meeting with a
little more spring in our steps. Some of his
thoughts:
• He didn’t disagree that thrillers are hot but
said cozies are not a hard sell for him. He wishes
agents and editors could see the sales reports that
he’s seeing.

• Consumers love traditional mysteries because they can follow a series.
• He finds that mysteries sell better in the Mystery section and is disappointed by the idea of
placing them in a bookstore’s Fiction section.
• He believes our genre will continue to grow.
• More than anything, a cover will sell him a
book. He is much quicker to buy a book with an
attractive, well-made cover, because people buy
those. He used the example of the fuzzy black
and white noir cover. He is tired of them and they
aren’t original. A cover needs to make him think
a book is new and fresh.
• Agrees that historical and paranormal books
— as well as thrillers — are hot, but says crafty cozies do not have trouble being sold.
• Dan prefers paperbacks over hardbacks —
especially trade paperbacks. There are a lot of
“table shoppers” in B&N and trades will be
placed on the tables, while mass market books are
not.
We were also fortunate to meet with members
of two literary agencies. Simon Lipskar of Writers House met with us in his beautiful office and
offered these thoughts:
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• Yes, thrillers are big right now. If you can
package your book as a thriller, you should do so.
• Every publisher is looking for an author that
can be turned into a “franchise.” We all know the
names of people like James Patterson and Robert
B. Parker. That’s what publishers want.
• Opposite of what all of the publishers told
us, Mr. Lipskar felt an author can’t do a whole lot
to further her career through promotion. Promotion needs to happen with the publisher and if
the publisher doesn’t get behind an author’s
book, it will never be able to grow as one would
wish it to.
• That said, he did talk about the author’s role
in getting blurbs for books. While blurbs might
not sell a book to a consumer who prefers reading
backflap copy or the first page, a blurb gives the
sales rep something to use to sell the book to
booksellers.
• Echoed Mr. Mayer’s thought that covers are
of huge importance. If a book is packaged badly it
will not do well.
Ami Grecko, the Marketing Manager at Folio Literary Agency, gave us a different angle on
author promotion and offered lots of good hints.
• Utilize the internet to the fullest: Facebook,
MySpace, blogs, websites, Shelfari, BookTour.
Use it all. “Meet your market online.”
• Feels that at their hearts, all books are mysteries.
• Thinks mysteries have the potential to grow
in ways other books cannot because people love
series and fans are very loyal.
• Agrees with others that covers are hugely important.
• Encourages authors to go out and get to
know their fans. Bookstores, libraries, get out
there!
We were pleased to meet with SinC friends,
Kate Stine and Brian Skupin of Mystery Scene
Magazine. Kate, besides talking with us about
advertising and business opportunities in the
magazine, gave us a special word of wisdom:
“Sometimes PR is about what you can do for the
other guy.”
In other words, the author who does favors
and makes an effort to stay in touch with industry people is likely to be remembered and kept in
the loop.
By the end of our whirlwind summit our heads
were spinning and our feet were hurting but the
wealth of information we’d received trumped all.
Again, we thank all those who took the time to
meet with us, and we look forward to tackling the
summit again next year.
If SinC members have suggestions for industry
professionals we should meet with, we would be
most glad to hear them. Please forward any suggestions to me at judy@judyclemens.com.
For a full report on the summit, please visit our
blog , which you can access through www.
sistersincrime.org.

Authors and
Writers in the
Workforce

The following was excerpted from National Endowment for the Arts: Artists in the Workforce:
1990–2005, published in May 2008:
Compared to other U.S. workers, American
artists tend to be better educated and more entrepreneurial. Artists are twice as likely to have
earned a college degree as other members of the
U.S. labor force, though they receive relatively less
financial compensation for their educational level.
Artists are also 3.5 times more likely to be self-employed. American artists have learned to be creative not merely in their chosen fields but also in
how they manage their lives.
There are more female writers than male writers
— one of only three artist occupations where
women outnumbered men in 2003 - 2005. Only
11 percent of writers are from minority groups,
but the proportion is 16 percent for writers under
35. Eighty-three percent of writers have bachelor’s
degrees or higher, second only to architects among
artists, and more than triple the national average.
Only 7 percent of professional writers are students.
With a median income of $38,800, writers have
higher incomes than most artist groups, exceeded
only by architects and producers. More than half
are full-year, full-time workers, a level well below
that for architects and producers. Only 33 percent
are employed by for-profit companies and 46 percent are self-employed. Approximately 50,000
writers live in California and New York, yielding
proportions well above those states’ representation in the U.S. labor force. The District of
Columbia, Vermont and Massachusetts also have
high per-capita numbers of writers.
Number of writers and authors: 185,276
54.9% female
10.8% minority
Median age: 44
26.8% under 35
83.1% with bachelor’s degree or higher
7.3% enrolled in school
51.9% full-year, full-time workers
45.9% self-employed
33.4% private for-profit
Median income (2005 dollars): $38,800
Median income for men: $47,300
Median income for women: $33,300
Median income for full-year, full-time workers:
$50,800 (51.9% of writers)

Check out our Blog
Go to:

www.sistersincrime.org
and click on News/Blog

SinC on the Shelf 2009
Is at the Printers

By Vicki Cameron

Books in Print HQ had a hectic summer collecting entries and cleaning up the website. Because of the new rules for the print version, SinC on the Shelf, we went back to many authors
several times, like a persistent mosquito.
BIP data are collected every year. All website BIP entries had to be updated or verified by
August 1, 2008, to be included in BIP 2009. So, if you did not get around to it, your entry was
removed from our website.
In order to visit your entry, you had to enter through Add/Change/Verify Your BIP Info. Once
you clicked there, you were asked for passwords. If you selected Update BIP Data you were
shown your entry, with little circles beside each edition and a blue
dot in one. You were to move the dot by clicking on the edition you
wished to change or delete. You could add a new book or edition by
returning to the selection screen and choosing Add BIP Data. If you
had no changes and no additions, you were to verify your entry by
clicking Verify at the bottom of the page. This gave you a new screen
asking if you really wanted to Verify. If you clicked Verify again, you
got a message saying you had successfully verified. If you did not do
this, your entry is probably gone from our list.
How do you get your entry back without typing in every title
again?
You go to the Help Desk, explain that your dog ate your newsletter, your coffee splashed on your keyboard, shorting it out and you
lost your calendar and all sense of the passage of time. We will reinstate your entire entry, and
you can then go in and clean it up.
As with all new software, we had our share of growing pains and foibles, which our brilliant
Peggy the Web Maven worked diligently to repair and improve.
Some of you struggled to log on, were thwarted and tried again. This time you were told
another user was using your password so you must be an interloper. If this happens, turn off your
browser and go do something else while your computer cleanses its charkas. Try again in five
minutes.
Those of you who write under initials or other versions of your name sometimes got blocked
because you entered your name slightly differently than what we had on record. For instance, if
your name is Ima Writer, and your book is listed under I.M. Writer and you typed in IM Writer
or I. M. Writer (with a space between the initials), you were denied access. Picky, picky, picky. To
avoid this, type in only your initials when it asks who you are. Ima would type in I in the first
name box and M in the last name box. This will generate a list of all the people you might be and
you can select yourself from this list.
Passwords continue to be a problem. Please write them down and keep them in the left corner
of the drawer with your pens and pencils. Hereinafter this shall be referred to as the Safe Place.
If, next year, you can’t remember where you hid the password, all you have to do is look at this
newsletter (you keep all your national newsletters, don’t you?) to find out where the Safe Place
is.
With all the traffic at the site, we gathered a dust bunny. Some of you found him tucked in a
little box where you were supposed to write a number. Most of you swept him away and carried
on. Some of you didn’t have a dustpan handy. If you should meet this dust bunny, his name is
very long — we call him Javascript. Simply set your cursor on him, hold down the left button,
sweep all of him into a highlight and click delete. Or type your answer to the question over him
once he is highlighted.
To assist those tearing out their hair about entering information at our site, we trained some
volunteers to staff the Help Desk. Morgan Hunt and Kerry Wiedemann did a wonderful job
slogging through some rather long entries and making myriad changes.
Even though we have gone to print, you can still make changes to your entry at our website.
Don’t fret that you were cut from BIP or your new book came out too late to be listed. Go now
to the website and make it work for you. The reading public wanders in and out all day and all
night, looking for interesting titles.
Our aim at BIP HQ is to make your entry shine and keep our entire listing current and valid.
As it takes a village to raise a child, so it takes all of our members working together to raise a
vibrant BIP.
The SinC website is always open for your changes, corrections and additions at:
www.sistersincrime.org.
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Maybe the Grass
Isnʼt Greener Over There
By Lee Lofland

I recently put together a proposal for a true-crime book about a grisly homicide that occurred in
the Midwest. The story is exceptionally fascinating. It’s a convoluted and compelling tale with
enough twists to make it seem fictional. A real imagination stretcher.
I knew that researching a true crime would be a daunting task. It was not something I was
looking forward to, especially since I had made a promise to myself to never again write nonfiction. I must be a glutton for punishment because I sharpened a couple of pencils, grabbed a handful of notepads and my camera and traveled to the city where the
crime took place.
I spent time with the detectives who worked the case, the attorney who prosecuted the killer and the coroner who performed the
autopsy. I visited the crime scenes and interviewed the family and
friends of the victim and killer. I even spent a few minutes at the
victim’s gravesite.
I became more and more interested in the case as details unfolded. I even began to feel a strange connection to the victim, a young
woman I’d never met. It didn’t take long for the case to become a
part of me, consuming my energy and thoughts. At the end of each
day, though, something always seemed to be missing. I couldn’t
quite put my finger on what, so I shrugged it off and moved on.
It’s been over a decade since I’d investigated a murder, but as
soon as I set foot in the Ohio police department for my initial meeting with the lead homicide
detective, I felt it again. I don’t know if it found me because I was again surrounded by patrol
officers with all their creaking leather gun belts and jingling, jangling keys or if sitting in a briefing
room listening in on secret meetings allowed it to return. The cause might have been the familiar
smell of Hopps gun oil, or maybe it was the behind-the-scenes joking and kidding that’s never seen
by the general public. I don’t know what brought it back into my life, but one thing was certain, it
was back.
Sure, I felt comfortable inside the police department. After all, I’d been in the business for more
than 20 years, solving crimes and arresting bad guys. I’d “ten foured” with the best of them. I knew
the case I was researching was closed and that the killer had been found guilty of his crimes and
was now safely tucked away in a maximum security prison. Still, I couldn’t seem to shake the
feeling that an important element was missing in this case and I was going crazy trying to figure
out what — or who — eluded me.
During my trip, I spent hour after hour riding in police cars, pushing my way through overgrown brush, wading through mud and water, sorting through and reading court documents,
pawing through newspaper archives, examining evidence and taking notes and photos. I also ate
quick, on-the-run meals with law enforcement officials in tiny, greasy-spoon diners. I got very
little sleep and felt really overworked. Just like the good old days. Still, lurking around in the back
of my mind was the sense that something was missing. The feeling was beginning to really nag me,
like a relentless mosquito that buzzes around your ear. The feeling grew worse with each passing
day. Man, was it ever annoying!
By the last day of my research trip I was totally exhausted but I sensed a fulfillment I hadn’t felt
in a long, long time. I’d discovered things in the case that had never before been uncovered and I’d
found out things about the killer and the victim that the police hadn’t discovered during the initial
investigation. It was exciting.
At midnight on the last night of my research trip, I was sitting in front of my laptop, transferring
notes to my computer, when I finally realized what had been bothering me for so long. I knew
what was missing in the case, what the mosquito in my ear was. It was me. I was the missing piece
of the puzzle. Twelve years after I left police work and I’d just learned I actually missed it. I missed
grabbing meals on the run, working long hours, falling asleep at my desk after a marathon work
session, the lonely, solitary working conditions and tons of pressure to succeed.
After sitting and thinking for a while, missing my old police car with its seat molded to fit my
rear and my suit coats with their linings torn from rubbing against the hammer of my service
weapon, another stark realization hit me. All the things I missed could be found in my new life as a
writer. The only real difference was that, as an investigator, I started a case with a puzzle to unravel.
As a writer I begin my work with the solution and then work in reverse to develop the mystery.
After carefully weighing the two options, I think I’ll stick with the latter profession. It’s much
safer. Haven’t had to dodge a single bullet since I started writing.
Lee Lofland is the author of Police Procedure and Investigation, A Guide For Writers. Check out
his website at:www.leelofland.com.
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Chapter News
Tell us what you’ve been doing! Submit news of
your chapter’s activities (300 dpi photos, too) to bjcardone@hotmail.com. The deadline for the next
issue (December) is October 15.

Chesapeake
We've been very busy lately. The highlights:
Our third short story antholog y, Chesapeake
Crimes 3, came out in April. We had a successful
launch party earlier this spring and several library
events/signings are coming up. We've found a new
editor for our chapter newsletter, so it is being revived after too long an absence.
We've also begun having area field trips again.
The first one was to the National Institutes of
Health in January. A tour of a local police department's criminal justice academy is planned for later this summer.
We've begun a new manuscript critique service,
through which chapter members can have their
completed manuscript read and critiqued by another member. More than 20 chapter members
(one-fifth of the chapter) have volunteered to participate as critiquers. We've already had our first
match!
To encourage attendance at meetings, we've
started raffling off new books. The books are provided by chapter authors and a member who has a
blog and receives books to review.
Finally, our monthly meetings have had one
great speaker after another. Just this spring we've
had award-winning author Dan Stashower speak
about Arthur Conan Doyle and an FBI agent
speak about art theft. Our July meeting featured
an expert on vampires who discussed the rise of
the paranormal mystery.
If you're a SinC member who lives in our area,
we welcome you to join our chapter and take advantage of all we have to offer.

Mavens of Mayhem
On June 14, 2008, the Mavens of Mayhem presented “Murder New York Style” at the Clifton
Park Library. The panel featured Frankie Bailey,
Nan Higginson, M.E. Kemp, Bob Knightly and
Nancy Means Wright, with Beth Anderson as
moderator. The topic was writing the short story

Panelists from left to right: Nan
Higginson, Nancy Means Wright,
Frankie Bailey, M.E. Kemp, Bob
Knightly.

and these panelists were the perfect choice since
each has many short story credits. Mother Nature
created the perfect setting for our mystery writers
to chat about murder and mayhem as thunder
roared and rain pelted the windows.
When the panel ended, the library hosted a local author book fair. Mavens bookseller, Jean
Brower, stocked and sold books written by Mavens
writers. It was a fun afternoon for everyone!

Mary Roberts Rinehart
When the invitation arrives looking like a crime
scene report, you know that the Pittsburgh chapter of SinC is up to something. About a dozen sibs
showed up at the home of hostess Brenda Roger

Finger cupcakes were served.

MWA chapter to host a 25th anniversary celebration for Kate Mattes of Kate's Mystery Books in
Cambridge. Kate is a founding member of Sisters
in Crime and the Independent Mystery Booksellers Association and her bookstore has been
honored with numerous awards, including Entertainment Weekly's Hot Spot in 1991.
Additionally, SinC/NE is busy working with
the local MWA chapter to plan the 2008 New
England Crime Bake, which will be held November 14 - 16 at the Hilton Hotel in Dedham, MA.
SinC/NE president, Ruth M. McCarty, announced that the guest of honor will be Harlan
Coben. For more information see www.
crimebake.org.

sage when taken singly — members welcomed
home Rebecca (Mertz) Drake from a stint in
Qatar and eagerly discussed her upcoming fall release: The Dead Place.
Special kudos must go to hostess Brenda Roger,
who decorated her home to the teeth, including a
chalked body outline on the sidewalk and yellow
police tape across her front door. Oh my! What
will the neighbors think?

Scarlet Letters
In May, the New England chapter sponsored a
workshop by award-winning author, Jamie Cat
Callan, on tapping into the right brain to enhance
creativity and inspiration. Jamie is the developer of
The Writer's Toolbox and a long-time creative
writing teacher.
Also in May, SinC/NE joined with the local

Does your website have a link
to SinC national’s website?
Here is a chance for you to help
promote your organization.
Please link your website to
the SinC national website at:

www.sistersincrime.org

Seen at the ALA
Convention in Anaheim, CA
June 28 to July 1, 2008

The SinC booth at ALA hosted 18 author; 28-plus authors
sent promo materials. The convention attracted 16,295 attendees and 5,752 exhibitors.

on Sunday, July 13, 2008, for the Annual Summer
Picnic — an afternoon of food, fellowship, delightful mystery conversation and croquet.
In addition to enjoying the rather strange finger
cupcakes — which were fine displayed together on
a platter but exuded a completely different mes-

Brenda Rogerʼs special decorations included crime scene tape
across her front door.

How About Linking Your
Website to SinC’s?

Orange County Chapter
president, Pat Wynn (left),
and Alexandra Sokoloff.

GB Poole (left) and Linda O.
Johnston.
Inquiring librarians
want to know:
“Did I win a book
in your raffle?”
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SinC library liaisons
past and present
Doris Ann Norris (left)
and Mary Boone.

Sue Ann Jaffarian and
Denise Hamilton were busy
signing their books.

Coming up: Conferences
& Happenings
BOOK ʼEM EVENTS
NH, VA & SC

Book ’Em Events will be held on Saturday, October 4, 2008, in Lebanon, NH, and Saturday,
October 18, 2008, in Waynesboro, VA, followed
by another in Charleston, SC, on Saturday,
March 21, 2009. These events are open to the
general public and admission is free. We are currently looking for authors who are interested in
signing their books and participating in panel
discussions and solo book talks.
Hosted by a partnership between The Book
’Em Foundation and law enforcement, the mission is to raise awareness of the correlation that
exists between high illiteracy rates and high
crime rates, increase literacy and decrease crime.
If you are unable to attend, please consider donating an autographed book for the cause.
For more information, visit the website: www.
bookemfoundation.org or e-mail Officer Kearney at kearneymp@ci.waynesboro.va.us.

WRITERSFEST 2008
MARYLAND HEIGHTS, MO

Todd Stone, p.m. terrell and Jim Huang will be
featured speakers at WritersFest 2008: How to
Write and Sell Your Book in Today’s Volatile
Market. The day-long seminar will be held from
8:30 am to 6:00 pm on Saturday, September 6,
2008, at the Steinway Piano Gallery Recital Hall,
12033 Dorsett Avenue, Maryland Heights, MO
63043.
The seminar is presented by the Greater St.
Louis Chapter of Sisters in Crime, which is celebrating its 10th anniversary. It is suitable for writers at all career levels.
The cost of the seminar is $85 with discounts
for members of Sisters in Crime and Chesterfield
Arts who register before September 1. The price
includes a continental breakfast, a sack lunch, resource material and two books: Stone’s Novelist’s
Boot Camp (or a CD of his presentation) and terrell’s Take the Mystery Out of Promoting Your
Book.
To register or for more information go to
www.sincstl.org/.

BOUCHERCON 2008
BALTIMORE, MD

Bouchercon 39, “Charmed to Death,” will be
held October 9 to 12, 2008, at the Sheraton Baltimore City Center. The guest of honor will be
Laura Lippman, the international guest of honor,
John Harvey, and the toastmaster, Mark Billingham. Thalia Proctor will be the fan guest of honor.
Barbara Peters and Rob Rosenwald will be

honored for their contributions to the genre and
Lawrence Block will be honored for his distinguished contribution to the genre.
For more information see the website :
www.charmedtodeath.com.

GREAT MANHATTAN
MYSTERY CONCLAVE
MANHATTAN, KS

The fifth Great Manhattan Mystery Conclave
will convene October 31 to November 2, 2008,
at the Holiday Inn at the Campus in Manhattan,
KS.
Joanna Carl (Eve Sandstrom) will be the guest
of honor; Joel Goldman, the toastmaster.
Registration is $220 and includes all events:
Friday Halloween party reception; Saturday continental breakfast and all day snacks; buffet luncheon and Saturday evening Chocoholic Banquet; all panel sessions; newsletters and program
booklet.
For more information, see the website :
www.manhattanmysteries.com/.

CHEESECAKE AND CRIME
HENDERSON, NV

Please join us on Saturday, November 8, 2008,
from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm for a day of panels promoting Sisters in Crime and spotlighting our authors and their books. Open to all, this is a free
event to be held at Cheesecake and Crime, a new
mystery bookstore at 10545 S. Eastern, #100,
Henderson, NV, just 15 minutes from the Las Vegas strip.
Please contact Debbie@cheesecakeandcrime.
com to set up a book signing and to participate
on a panel.

NEW ENGLAND
CRIME BAKE
DEDHAM, MA

Sponsored by the New England chapters of
Sisters in Crime and MWA, the Seventh Annual
New England Crime Bake will take place
November 14 to 16, 2008, at the Hilton
Boston/Dedham in Dedham, MA. The guest of
honor will be Harlan Coben.
For more information see the website at:
www.crimebake.org.

LEFT COAST CRIME 2009
KONA, HI

Left Coast Crime will take place March 7 to
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12, 2009, at the Waikoloa Beach Resort on the
Big Island of Hawaii. The guests of honor will be
Rhys Bowen and Barry Eisler; the toastmaster,
Lee Goldberg ; and the fan guests of honor,
Vallery Feldman and Pam Dehnke. The ghost of
honor will be Earl Derr Biggers.
Registration is $175 until September 30 and
can be done online at: www.leftcoastcrime.
org/2009/.

BOUCHERCON 2009
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

“Elementary, My Dear Indy,” will be the theme
of Bouchercon 2009, to be held in Indianapolis,
IN, October 15 to 18. Michael Connelly will be
author guest of honor; S.J. Rozan will be toastmaster; and Kathryn Kennison will be fan guest
of honor.
For more information and registration, see the
website: www.bouchercon2009.com.

LEFT COAST CRIME 2010
LOS ANGELES, CA

Jan Burke and Lee Child will be the guests of
honor at “Booked in LA” (aka Left Coast
Crime), at the Omni Hotel in downtown Los
Angeles from March 11 to 14, 2010. Janet
Rudolph will be fan guest of honor and Bill
Fitzhugh will serve as toastmaster.
The event will feature three tracks of panels
and presentations, including one tailored to published writers, as well as local crime-related tours,
special events and a charity auction.
For more information and to register online,
visit www.leftcoastcrime.org and click on the link
to 2010.

NEIBA in
Boston,MA

The New England chapter of SinC invites all
members and authors to join their local sisters at
the New England Independent Booksellers Association (NEIBA) in Boston, MA, September 19
to 20, 2008, at the Hynes Convention Center.
We share a booth with New England Mystery
Writers of America and promote both authors/organizations. We pass out membership
literature; we raffle bags of donated books; we
have author signings and we even have luscious
chocolates. Signing slots are first-come, firstserved.
All sisters are welcome to sign books for giveaways. If you don’t have a new book, come and
help at the booth.
Hours are 11:00 am to 6:00 pm on September
19 and 9:30 am to 4:00 pm on September 20.
For more information, contact Judy Copek at:
jcopek@aol.com.

SIBA in
Mobile,
AL
The annual SIBA (Southern Independent
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Booksellers Association) convention will be held
September 26 to 28, 2008, in Mobile, AL, and
SinC will be there! Mobile is beautiful in September and SinC authors are encouraged to come
meet southern booksellers and acquaint them
with your books.
If you want to, we’ll try to rent a house on
Dauphin Island to provide Gulf relaxation around
the edges of the conference and throw a big SinC
party on Saturday night. Y’all come! For information or to sign up to attend SIBA, contact Patricia
Sprinkle: patriciasprinkle@earthlink.net.

Get Your
Newsletter by E-mail
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Tired of waiting for this newsletter to be delivered by the post office? Many of your Sisters get
the news when it’s fresh ; they receive their
newsletter via e-mail, on the day it’s mailed. Another big plus is
that the e-mail verInSinC sion comes in wonderful, glorious colSinC Slate for 2008 - 2009
or.
The e-mail version is a PDF,
which, unless you
have a Mac, you’ll
need
Acrobat
Reader to view.
Most computers
come with this
software already installed but free versions are available for nearly every operating system — no matter how old — at
www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.
html. Downloading Acrobat Reader is quick and
easy; just follow the directions at the link. Since
Acrobat Reader is necessary for viewing other
documents you’ll come across on the internet it’s a
useful addition to your software.
When you get the PDF, you’ll have several
choices: save it on your computer to read or print
out at your leisure or read it on the screen. A huge
benefit of the latter is that you can zoom in and
make the text bigger — and thus easier to read.
Once read, store the PDF in a folder on your computer or burn it onto a CD or DVD for future reference.
Saving the PDF to your computer takes only
seconds; the time it takes to print out depends on
the speed of your printer.
Of course, there are two big advantages to Sisters in Crime in sending your newsletter via e-mail
— neither postage nor paper are needed, saving a
lot of money for other projects.
To sign up for electronic newsletter delivery, email sistersincrime@juno.com and faulkner@
bev.net.
Y E AR S
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By Rochelle Krich

It seems like only months since I passed the
gavel to Roberta Isleib but here we are, ready to
present next year’s slate of national officers. I’m
impressed by the caliber of our continuing and
new board members. I hope you’ll share my enthusiasm and give them your vote of confidence.
Judy Clemens, currently Vice President, is the
nominee for President. Marcia Talley is running
for Vice President, and Kathy Wall will continue
as Treasurer, an appointed and non-voting position. Mary Saums, who joined the board in 2007
as Review Monitoring Project Liaison, will take
on the responsibilities of Secretary. Also returning are Jim Huang, our Bookstore Liaison; Mary
Boone, Library Liaison; and Nancy Martin, At
Large. Immediate past president Roberta Isleib
will remain on the board for one year as a voting
member, pending the bylaw revision.
At this time we want to express our appreciation to two board members who won’t be returning: Margaret Coel, At Large, and five year veteran, Donna Andrews, who so ably served as Chapter Liaison.
It is my pleasure to introduce the new nominees: Julianne Balmain, Review Monitoring Project; Robin Burcell, Chapter Liaison; Cathy
Pickens, Publicity; andCharlaine Harris, At
Large.
Elections will take place at Bouchercon in Baltimore. If you’re not planning to attend, please
vote by mail, using the ballot on page 15 in this issue of InSinC.
And now, the slate:
Judy Clemens — President. Judy has been involved with SinC
since the early ’90s,
first with a chapter in
Florida and later with
the Delaware Valley
Chapter. She founded the Ohio Chapter
in 2004. In 2005 she
took over the Review
Monitoring Project
and joined the SinC
Judy Clemens
board a year later.
This past year, serving
as VP, has been a huge learning experience for her
and she especially enjoyed being involved in the

Publishers Summit in May and attending the
Flash Training session at Malice. Judy is the author of the Anthony and Agatha-nominated
Stella Crown mystery series, as well as the standalone, Lost Sons. She is the mother of two and is
very involved with her church. She and her family
live in rural Ohio
Marcia Talley — Vice President. Marcia is the
Agatha and Anthony
award-winning author of Dead Man
Dancing and six previous Hannah Ives
mysteries, all set in
Mar yland's Chesapeake Bay area. She is
author/editor of two
star-studded collaborative serial novels,
Marcia Talley
Naked Came the
Phoenix and I’d Kill
for That, set in a fashionable health spa and an exclusive gated community, respectively. Her prizewinning short stories appear in more than a
dozen collections. Marcia is immediate past president of the Chesapeake Chapter of Sisters in
Crime and serves as Secretary for Sisters in Crime
national. She is on the board of the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter of the Mystery Writers of America. She
divides her time between Annapolis, MD, and
living aboard an antique sailboat in the Bahamas.
Mary Saums — Secretary. Mary majored in
music in college and after ward worked as a
recording engineer in
Muscle Shoals. Her music background came in
handy when writing her
first mystery series set in
the Nashville music
business. Now she combines her love of the
forests of northwest AlMary Saums
abama, Native American history, archaeology and a bit of the supernatural in her current
books. The first in the series, Thistle & Twigg,
was published by St. Martin's Minotaur in 2007
and is a finalist for the SIBA Book Award for Best
Fiction, given by the Southern Independent
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Booksellers Association.
The second book in Mary’s current series,
Mighty Old Bones, came out in May 2008. She
serves as the coordinator for SinC's Review
Monitoring Project and is current vice president
of the Southeast chapter of Mystery Writers of
America.
Kathryn Wall — Treasurer. Kathy wrote her
first story at the age of
six then took a few
decades off. In between she practiced
accounting in both
public and private
practice before taking
early retirement to
pursue writing fulltime. She is the author
of eight Bay Tanner
mysteries, the most reKathryn Wall
cent of which, The
Mercy Oak, was released in May by St. Martin’s
Press. Kathy has been a mentor in the local
schools and is a founding member of the Island
Writers Network. She serves on the board of directors of Literacy Volunteers of the Lowcountry
and is treasurer of the Southeast Chapter of
MWA. She served on the SinC board as publicity
chair for two terms and is currently Treasurer.
Kathy has two stepsons and four grandchildren
and lives with Norman, her husband of 36 years,
on Hilton Head Island in the South Carolina
Lowcountry, where her series is set.
Cathy Pickens — Publicity. Cathy’s book,
Southern Fried, won
St. Martin’s Press
Malice Domestic
Award for Best Traditional Mystery. Set in
a small South Carolina hill country town,
it was called an “assured debut, a cozy
with some sharp
Cathy Pickens
edges” by Publishers
Weekly and was one
of five finalists for RT BookClub’s 2004 best new
mysteries award. In Done Gone Wrong, Cathy uses her own courtroom experiences when Avery
Continued on Page 5

We're Equal! (Almost. Sort Of.)
Review Monitoring
Project Report
By Mary Saums, Project Liaison

An editor at one of the newspapers we monitor sent an e-mail response after seeing our 2007
monitoring project report. She asked a couple of good questions. What is the ratio of mysteries
written by women each year to those written by men? If fewer women
are published, are the publications with near 50/50 review numbers
making an extra effort to include more women? Or if, for example, 70
percent of mysteries published are written by men in a given year,
wouldn't 70 percent of reviews of books written by men be fair?
To get an idea of what the ratio of male/female-authored mysteries
might be, I used the Cluelass online site, which lists new releases each
month from large and small publishers. This site takes book information from publisher catalogs and reviews in an effort to include the
most titles. It isn't intended to be a perfect list but I found it to be the
most comprehensive for my purposes of getting a rough estimate of
mysteries published in one year and how those titles break down according to the gender of their authors.
According to my count using the 2007 Cluelass list, 920 new mystery novels were published
that year. Here's the male/female split:
Male Authors: 465
Female Authors: 455
What about that? It’s very close to dead even. I only counted new titles. I did not count reprints,
anthologies or non-fiction. I know of one title that should have been listed but wasn't and there
may be more, so keep in mind that these are not hard numbers, just a rough estimate.
Whether this is representative of most previous years, I can't say. I'll do another count at the end
of 2008 to see if the two years have similar totals. Until then, these numbers are interesting ones to
ponder.
Our second quarter numbers aren't all in as I write, but at the moment we're showing 55 percent
of monitored reviews are of books by men, 45 percent by women, a little better than last year's total
average.
Comments and suggestions regarding the monitoring project are always welcome. Contact Mary at
marysaums@hotmail.com to share your ideas or volunteer as a review monitor.

BookStore Beat
By Kate Derie

No matter what happens to the economy, you can count on new mystery bookstores opening.
Remember, they count on you for their support. The latest:

New Store
• Mysteries & More
Mary & Greg Bruss
6965 Sunnywood Drive
Nashville, TN 97211
Phone: 615/837-3300
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10 am — 6 pm
E-mail: mysteriesandmore@bellsouth.net
Website: none at press time
The first "bricks and mortar" mystery bookstore in Tennessee, at Lenox Village. New and used
books, plus mystery games, puzzles and jewelry. IMBA.
This is Kate Derie’s last column for InSinC, she has been writing Bookstore Beat since 2000. Thank
you Kate, for your years of service.
Rhys Bowen will be updating the Bookstore List that appears on the SinC website. For more information, please see the article on page 3.
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THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCkET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET THE DOCKET
By Patricia Gulley

Announcements for new books (please, no
reprints), short stories, articles and plays (all relating to mysteries), also nominations and awards,
may be sent to Patricia Gulley via snail mail to:
1743 N. Jantzen Avenue, Portland, OR 972177849 or e-mail to: Weyrcottage@yahoo.
com. Please be sure to put Sisters in Crime, The
Docket or InSinC in the subject line — otherwise
your e-mail won’t be opened.
The deadline for the next The Docket is October
10, 2008.

Books
Pegg y Ehrhart, SWEET MAN IS GONE,
Five Star, August 2008
Selma Eichler, MURDER CAN CRASH
YOUR PARTY, Obsidian, May 2008
Diane Fanning, THE
TROPHY
E XCHANGE, Severn
House, July 2008
Kate Flora, STALKING DEATH, Crum
Creek Press, June 2008;
THE ANGEL OF
KNOWLTON PARK,
Five Star, September 2008
Shelley Freydont, THE SUDOKU MURDER and SUDDEN DEATH SUDOKU, Running Press, Sept 2008
Audrey Friend, RED HOT, Hilliard & Harris,
April 2008
Dorothy Howell, HANDBAGS AND
HOMICIDE, Kensington Books, July 2008
Mary Ellen Hughes, PAPER-THIN ALIBI,
Berkley Prime Crime, July 2008
Roberta Isleib, ASKING FOR MURDER,
Berkley Prime Crime, September 2008
S.L. Linnea, TREASURE OF EDEN, St.
Martin's Press, October 2008
Michael Mallory, THE EXPLOITS OF THE
SECOND MRS. WATSON, Top Publications,
August 2008
Margaret Maron, DEATH'S HALF ACRE,
Grand Central Publishing, August 2008
Barbara Corrado Pope, CEZANNE'S
QUARRY, Pegasus Books, June 2008
Brant Randall (Bruce Cook), BLOOD HARVEST, Capital Crime Press, May 2008
Maggie Sefton, DYER CONSEQUENCES,
Berkley Prime Crime, June 2008

Jean Sheldon, A CHILLING GOODBYE,
Bast Press, May 2008
Patricia Smiley, COOL CACHE, Obsidian/Penguin, June 2008
p.m.terrell, EXIT 22, Drake Valley Press,
September 2008

FRED REILLY, EXORCIST, Deadly Ink 2008
Anthology, Deadly Ink Press, June 2008
Anita Page, THIN ICE, Mysterical-e, Summer 2008
Martha Reed, PASTURES OF HEAVEN,
Mysterical-e Magazine, Summer 2008
Charlotte Williamson, THE BODY, Women’s Digest, June and September issues 2008

How to Send Us Your Entry
The format is simple:
Name of author, TITLE OF BOOK,
Name of Publisher, Month to be released.
Name of Author, TITLE OF STORY,
Name of magazine or anthology, Month to
be released.
Awards and nominations should be in
sentences.
Always put The Docket in the subject
line of your e-mail. Anything else may be
deleted.
Don’t send ISBNs, character names, series names or places to buy the books.
Don’t send newsletters, publicity sheets
or website addressess.
Don’t send in colors other than black
and white.
Don’t send entries older than six
months.
Editors of anthologies will not be listed
unless they have a story in the anthology.
If you are using a pen name, we can add
your real name after it in parentheses. You
must tell me if you do not want this done.

Peggy Webb, ELVIS AND THE DEARLY
DEPARTED, Kensington, September 2008

Short Stories/Anthologies
Warren Bull, HEIDEGGER'S CAT, Medium
of Murder, Red Coyote Press, April 2008
Leslie Budewitz, SNOW ANGELS, Thug
Lit, May 2008
Carole Bugge, THE STRANGE CASE OF
THE HAUNTED FREIGHTER, Sherlock
Holmes Mystery Magazine, June 2008
Vinnie Hansen, DEAR KILLER, Pseudopod,
June 2008
Michael Mallory, THE IMPOSTOR, June 1,
2008; SCOTTY TRACKS A RABBIT, March
23, 2008, L.A. Times Kids Reading Room
Judith R. O’Sullivan, A DROP OF DEADLY
INK: A KILLER WEEK IN THE LIFE OF FR.

Non Fiction/Articles
Michael Mallory, THE EYE WITHOUT
EYES, Mystery Scene, Spring 2008; INSPECTOR GADGET 'S BACK ON DUT Y
AGAIN! Animation Magazine, May 2008
Pat Remick, AGING SLEUTHS TURN
PAGE ON MYSTERIES, AARP Bulletin, May
2008

Awards/Miscellaneous
Kaye George, RETRANSFORMATION,
MystericalE, Summer 2008, won first prize in the
Muse Contest.
Beverle Graves Myers' BRIMSTONE P.I. has
been nominated for a Macavity Award in the
short story category.
Sandra Parshall’s DISTURBING THE
DEAD was one of three Mystery/Suspense finalists for the Benjamin Franklin Award, which is
presented by the Independent Book Publishers
Association for books published by member
presses.
Karen R. Wilson's COYOTE KILL was a Finalist in the 2008 Next Generation Indie Book
Awards in both Mystery/Suspense and Regional
Fiction.
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Blogs, Bots & Browsers
By David Cole

Here’s a short review of the latest funky Internet happenings.
Blogs (instant messages, chat rooms, online
video): Hey! A “shout out” to you bloggers and
posters. We’re everywhere!
Blogging (shorthand for WebLog or, We Blog)
is so in this year that
many online websites provide free services. They’re diaries, of course. But
public diaries, as opposed to something
you kept under your
mattress as a teenager. Today’s blogs are
mainly the current
Internet version of
“talking” online. Twenty years ago you logged
onto a BBS, a public Bulletin Board. Now, in a
more openly permissive (and definitely more sexual) atmosphere, blog entries proliferate; latest
rough estimates are that there are 10 to 15 million blog posts per day.
Want to create your own blog, but don’t know
how? The easiest choice is to go to a popular and
free site, like Blogger (www.blogger.com/start)
and follow the instructions. If you’re a DIYer (Do
It Yourselfer), do a Google search for “blog software” to install more complex editing tools on
your computer.
Message board activity is akin to blogging; you
post online comments to, say, an article in The
New York Times. Provide the NYT with the minimal information to open a free account and log
in to message. It’s as if you opened a major newspaper and found every page filled with Letters to
the Editors. Unfortunately, much of this posting
reveals the deep-seated, religious fervor of readers, usually expressed in near-absolute accolades
accompanied by profane denouncements of the
opposition.
If you’re posting online, however, just be aware
that whatever you write is potentially readable by
anybody. You may believe that you’re on a userID protected website, where you specifically invite friends or buddies to read but anybody with
average Internet search intelligence can probably
find your blogs.
Also be aware that while you can freely publish
pretty much anything online, those posts reside
on heavy-duty computer/servers in some huge
building filled with hundreds of similar computers. The servers hosting these entries might crash
or, even more drastic, disappear entirely because
the hosting company went out of business.
You might also join an Internet online message
board community whose members freely exchange messages. You can also create your special
page(s) on MySpace (www.myspace.com, a mustdo for music groups) or Facebook (www.
facebook.com), where a more sophisticated
crowd hangs out.

Three personal examples: social/family networking, business chatter, online video chats. A
university professor/friend continually tries to
draw me into Twitter (www.twitter.com), one of
the many instant social messaging systems. Twitter allows frequent postings as long as they’re 140
characters or less. (A Republican U.S. congressman just revealed how much he posts daily Twitter.) My mystery editor checks Gawker every two
or three days. Gawker (www.gawker.com) is
somewhat localized, existing for Manhattan media news and gossip; there are many such local
message boards, perhaps the most famous being
Craigslist for your area (www.craigslist.org/
about/sites.html). Another friend (at 84, a great
early adopter of technolog y) uses online
video/audio to talk with her sister-in-law 3,000
miles away. AIM, or AOL Instant Messenger
(dashboard.aim.com/aim) allows you a free online service, which you then utilize to create a
buddy list. Various computer programs will then
allow you, via your AIM account, to do online
audio or video/audio chats, providing of course

Everybodyʼs blogging!
that your computer has a microphone (or headset) and a video camera. On my Apple MacBook
Air, for example, I use a program called iChat.
Bots: Shorthand for virtual “robots,” bots
power much Internet informational sources, providing news updates, stock prices, shopping ,
chats, blog postings — all kinds of automated responses from the growing quantity and quality of
online data sources. “Automated” is maybe misleading. Some bots “feed” to you because you
provided an e-mail address or created a user ID
at, for example, The New York Times. Other bots
respond to you because of a data search you initiated. Still other bots, alas, represent a very new
criminal activity that assault the basic structure
of the Internet.
For a wider sense of bots, visit one of these
websites: Bots Update (www.updatebots.com),
Knowledge Bots (www.knowledgebots.com),
Shopping (www.shoppingbots.com). Or just
type “bots” into your favorite search engine.
On the downside, criminal bot activity is rampant. You all know about computer viruses and
anti-virus software. The newest threats come
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from Internet bots hosted on your own computer
because you were targeted through your web
browser, through online chatting systems or
some kind of user-to-user interface. Once the bot
gets installed, unknown to you but on your computer, it kinda runs “silently” in the background
for several purposes. The bot could “gather” your
user information about online activity, which
could be financial transactions: online banking,
information from your financial consultants or
friends or personal habits. Symantec/Norton,
among other companies, makes an anti bot software protection. If you’re truly concerned, type
“anti bot software” into your favorite search engine and purchase a program that makes you feel
safer.
Browsers: With the increased insecurity of
the Internet, web browsers are much more frequently an illegal (or unsavory) target. Currently,
you might use any of a dozen or so browsers; the
most popular ones are Microsoft’s Internet Explorer (www.microfsoft.com/windows/
products), Firefox (www.mozilla.com/firefox/),
created by some of the folks who originally crafted Netscape, and Safari (www.apple.com/
safari/), which originated on Apple computers
but is now available for both Apple and Windows PCs. All three are free and downloadable
products, all have new features and, alas, newly
discovered security holes which are constantly attacked and blocked by the respective company.
Typically, the older the browser, the lesser its
features and the more likely your computer is a
target. Firefox just released Version 3, which is already under attack; it has many amazing capabilities. Apple’s Safari has also been updated. Microsoft’s Internet browser usually comes pre-installed; since it’s been around the longest, Microsoft Internet Explorer is the most popular target of illegal activities. Whatever you use, make
sure you’re updated.
Phishing update: The latest phishing ploy
(see my article in the March 2008 InSinC) purports to come from your broadband cable company (e.g., Verizon, Time Warner, Comcast). The
e-mail message says that the company is updating
its user database; you should e-mail back your user ID and password. Don’t! Always check for
poor spelling or grammar in these messages; the
current ploy misspells “alert” as “alart” right
down to the return e-mail link, which has a user
ID of “livealart” and is hosted by another company entirely.
As always, contact me at decole@mac.com for
any computer stuff.

Have you voted yet?
See the ballot
on page 15.

Aiming for Airtime?
Hereʼs How to Increase Your Odds
By Julie Kramer

Once upon a time I used to produce local television newscasts and talk shows. Authors and
their publicists were always trying to get airtime.
I ducked many of their calls because novelists
were our nemesis.
I’ve decided to share how these decisions are
made. Not because I feel any guilt, but because readers
might find it entertaining and
writers might find
it educational.
The truth is,
it’s a much
tougher sell to get
publicity for fiction vs. nonfiction. But there are
exceptions:
Your novel beJulie Kramer
comes topical.
Let’s call this The
Kite Runner exception. In this case the United
States invaded a country few of us understood.
With his heartbreaking story, Khaled Hosseini
became the voice of Afghan culture and turmoil.
Your novel becomes controversial. Let’s call
this The Da Vinci Code exception. Instead of ignoring an entertaining, but outlandish novel, the
Catholic Church’s very vocal objections drove it
to the top of the charts. So if anyone stages a
protest about your book, dry your tears and call
the TV stations and newspapers in that city.
You are a celebrity. Let’s call this the Madonna
exception. Enough said.
You are already a mega-bestselling author. It
also helps when you have pivotal books coming
out. Remember the mania with J.K. Rowling and
the final Harry Potter? Brace yourself for another
round when Sue Grafton hits the letter “Z.” But
don’t begrudge them their media frenzy, they’ve
earned it.
That doesn’t leave the rest of us without hope
but novelists need to accept that they’re unlikely
to be interviewed on the Today show.
There are other options. Your first pitch
should be your hometown paper. If you’ve moved
around, you might be fortunate enough to have
several papers consider themselves your hometown paper. Hometown newspapers love Local
Girl Makes Good stories. Admittedly, my hometown paper is very small and has a low threshold
for news, but I’ve already been on the front page
twice. First for getting a book deal. Second, for
alerting them that Doubleday had announced
my cover design and release date. So write a news
release and send it in. Hometown readers represent a strong pool of potential book buyers.
Don’t underestimate the thrill your old babysitter
will feel when she hears the tot whose diaper she
changed has grown up to become a novelist.

Local cable access television stations are often
looking for interesting guests for their hosts and
tech crews to feature. The ratings are not huge,
but the shows get repeated frequently.
Radio slots are easier to land than television
slots. Radio simply has more time. The upside is a
radio interview can go much longer than a television interview.
Sometimes authors are afraid to do interviews.
They worry about trick questions. Don’t be. Unless you’ve been accused of plagiarism or you’re
glamorizing something repugnant like pedophilia, questions directed at novelists are generally
softballs.
Novelists always want to know why nonfiction
authors get more media coverage. It’s because
with nonfiction, television news producers can
usually convince themselves that they are giving
their viewers valuable News They Can Use even
if it’s unrealistic promises like How to Find Mr.
Right or How to Raise a Baby Genius. Other
times it’s a hidden truth such as What Did the
President Know and When Did He Know It? Or
focusing attention on a little understood disease
or obscure corner of the world.
When it comes to fiction, news producers are
terrified the author will spend an entire threeminute inter view talking about the book’s
plot. Which is the kiss of death for live
television. It’s like listening to paint dry. This is a
particularly grave fear when it comes to debut
novelists, because nobody knows or cares about
their characters yet. It’s an entirely different game
for Janet Evanovich. Viewers are delighted to
hear her discuss whether Stephanie Plum will end
up with Ranger or Joe Morelli. And if your character ever takes on the stature of Dumbledore, no
interviewers will object if want to out him on
their shows.
If you are a novelist, find and pitch nonfiction
elements in your book. You might be able to pass
yourself off as an expert in something. Because
my thriller, Stalking Susan, features a television
news investigative reporter and I’ve lived and
died by the ratings myself, I’ll be concentrating
on how TV news works in my pitches.
As a published author, you might even be featured in industry magazines discussing tips for
writing a novel. Your success story could be someone else’s inspiration, so it might not be much of a
stretch to pass yourself off as a writing expert. It’s
also possible your work might be topical one day
a year. If you’ve written a thriller about D-Day
and research has made you knowledgeable, pitch
yourself for June 6. WWII veterans are dying off
rapidly. Soon there won’t be any eyewitness
guests left. If your novel stars a cat, let the cat
magazines know. If your thriller is based on a true
story, use that in your pitch.
If your book contains universal lessons that
others can learn from, relate that during your interview. Struggling with grief. Never giving
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up. Realizing there are worse things than being
alone.
If your book addresses current social issues
such as national security, religious fanaticism, or
the ethics of medical research, run with that.
In case you are asked to do a live broadcast interview, here are some nuts and bolts about what
to expect and how to behave.
Rules to being a good author-guest:
1. Don’t talk about your novel’s plot unless
you are asked about it.
2. Make sure you can sum up the plot in ten
seconds. Practice. If the interviewer wants to
know what happens next, they’ll ask. But they
probably won’t. Unless you have some special expertise that allows you to relate your plot to real
life.
3. Keep your answers short during live interviews unless you know you have a 15 minute radio slot. Most commercial television news interviews run about three minutes. The interview
isn’t all about you, either. When it comes to live
radio or television, your success as a guest will be
judged on how well you interact with the host.
Did you make her look glib and knowledgeable?
Or did you ramble on and on so there wasn’t
much time for her to say anything? Did she finally have to cut you off mid sentence and look like a
jerk because the producer was yelling in her ear to
wrap? If you are doing a print interview, don’t
worry about time. If you are doing a taped TV interview that will be edited down, don’t worry
about time. If you are doing a taped T V
interview for a “look live” slot, worry.
4. Play up local angles. Is the book set in
places the listeners are familiar with, based on
people they know, crimes they’ve heard of or local gossip that’s just one step above libel? The
best local angle is that you are a local author who
has made good.
5. Share behind-the-scene stories about your
book. How easy it was to get your book deal.
How hard it was to get your book deal. Either
version can make for an interesting tale. Did you
overcome any special adversity to write your
book? Are you allergic to paper? Did you write
the Great American Novel with a pencil in your
teeth? While in prison? In that case, the very act
of writing your book becomes an interesting
news story.
6. Don’t expect makeup. Even most anchors
are doing their own these days. Make sure you
have a glass of water nearby. Don’t look at the
camera during your interview, look at the person
asking the questions, except if you and your interviewer are in different locations and you are hearing their questions through an earpiece. In that
case, look at the camera. Also don’t wear all white
or a herringbone pattern for television studio interviews.
7. Figure out your talking points ahead of
time. This might be the most important thing

for an author-guest to work on. You’ll be able to
anticipate many questions. What are your best
lines? Make notes. Print interviewers are looking
for good quotes. TV interviews want good sound
bites. Practice. Figure out how you can transition
to get good material on the air. When doing telephone interviews, keep your cheat sheet
handy. And if it’s for radio, find a landline, don’t
call from your cell phone.
8. Always carry a copy of your book to TV interviews in case it’s needed as a prop. Many
times the review copy gets misplaced and there’s a
wild scramble to find it so the host can hold it up
on set. Sometimes it’s not found in time. Remember to take your prop copy home with you.
9. If you have a book signing or speaking engagement coming up in the viewing or listening

area, be prepared to give that information at the
end. Succinctly. Practice. Or have it written
down for the host to give. Show producers generally don’t mind including that (if they know it exists) because it can make the content seem current and fall under the category of News You Can
Use. But don’t even think about giving out phone
numbers or spelling web addresses on TV without checking with the producer first. You may also ask whether it’s possible for the station to post
them on their own website.
10. Be prepared to be strung along. Unless you
fall into one of the exception categories (topical,
controversial, celebrity or bestseller) you probably
won’t be booked until the last possible moment.
That’s because the show’s producer is waiting to
see if anything better comes along. For broadcast

news and entertainment shows, the producer may
want to talk to you ahead of time on the phone.
This is known as a pre-interview. That doesn’t
mean you’ve been booked to be on the show. You’ll
be told the producer just wants to get a feel for
what might be good questions. That’s true, but
that’s not all. In many cases, the pre-interview is an
audition. If you flunk it by being boring or longwinded, you or your publicist will get a rueful call
that there’s no time for you because one of the
orangutans at the zoo had a baby.
Julie Kramer is a freelance network news producer and a national award-winning television investigative producer. Her debut novel, Stalking Susan,
was released by Doubleday last July.

2008 — 2009 Ballot

Deadline for Receipt of Ballot: October 1, 2008

Please check the boxes to vote for each candidate. You must vote for all offices, including the At Large positions. Mail your ballot to Beth Wasson, P.O. Box 442124, Lawrence, KS 66044-8933. You may also vote at the
business meeting/luncheon at Bouchercon on October 9, 2008 (see page 3 for details).

2008 — 2009 Board of Directors

❑ President: Judy Clemens
❑ Vice President: Marcia Talley
❑ Secretary: Mary Saums
❑ Treasurer: Kathryn Wall (appointed position)
❑ Past President: Roberta Isleib
❑ Library Liaison: Mary Boone

Sisters in Crime Bylaw Change

❑ Chapter Liaison: Robin Burcell
❑ At Large: Charlaine Harris
❑ Bookstore Liaison: Jim Huang
❑ Monitoring Liaison: Julianne Balmain
❑ At Large: Nancy Martin
❑ Publicity: Cathy Pickens

In order to take advantage of the outgoing president's experience, the Board of Directors of Sisters in Crime
would like to change the bylaws to make the outgoing president a voting member of the board for the year following her presidency. Your vote is important us. (Italics mark the change.)

Article V, Section 1

The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of Sisters in Crime, Inc. and six Members-at-Large, who
shall serve on standing committees (to include Publicity, Monitoring Project, Bookstore and Library liaisons,
Chapter Liaison, or others so designated by the Board.) The outgoing president will serve on the Board in an
ex-officio but non-voting capacity.

The proposed change:

The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of Sisters in Crime, Inc. and six Members-at-Large, who
shall serve on standing committees (to include Publicity, Monitoring Project, Bookstore and Library liaisons,
Chapter Liaison, or others so designated by the Board.) The outgoing president will serve one year on the
Board in a voting capacity.
❑Yes
❑No

Memberʼs Signature:
Print Name:
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DEADLINES

 SEPTEMBER 25, 2008 — Deadline for receipt of $25 check for SinC’s October 9
Bouchercon luncheon. See page 3 for details.

 OCTOBER 1, 2008 — Deadline for receipt of 2008 - 2009 Ballot. See page 15 for
details.

 OCTOBER 10, 2008 — Deadline for submission of items for the December Docket.
Send to Patricia Gulley, 1743 N. Jantzen Avenue, Portland, OR 97217-7849 or
e-mail: Weyrcottage@yahoo.com.

 OCTOBER 15, 2008 — Deadline for the December InSinC newsletter. Contact
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Bonnie Cardone: bjcardone@hotmail.com; phone 805/938-1156. Other newsletter
deadlines are January 15, April 15 and July 15.
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Rowan Mountain, Inc.
P.O. Box 10111
Blacksburg, VA 24062-0111
www.rowanmountain.com
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