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Summit Report Highlights
by Marcia Talley & Cathy Pickens

F

or the fourth year, a team from the Sisters
in Crime Board visited different players
in the publishing industry to gather
information for SinC members. This year, we
hit the high-tech ebook world on the West
Coast. Below are a few highlights of this important report. The report is full of ideas that are
both actionable and thought-provoking. Read,
absorb, and act !

Amazon
The ﬁrst stop on the 2010 SinC Summit was
Amazon’s new, ultra-modern headquarters in
Seattle’s Lake Union district. Jon Fine, a former
attorney who previously worked for Sonny
Mehta at Knopf, welcomed us. He explained
that Amazon’s goal is building an online marketplace where people can ﬁnd anything they
want to buy and purchase it online. First quarter sales for 2010 were up 46% to $7.13 billion,
Fine told us, even in a down economy.
“We’re the earth’s most customer-centric company; we start with the customer and work
backward…we’ve enlarged our deﬁnition of
‘customer’ to include authors.” Amazon offers
online features for authors at the beginning of
their careers (print and electronic publishing
options) and for those who are established (promotional tools).
Amazon had to recognize that it is a very large
player in the market, and with that comes
responsibilities and increased scrutiny. “We
went from david to Goliath in a very short
time. We’re the 800-pound gorilla and my job
is the gorilla diet—dealing with trust issues and
building relationships,” Fine continued. His
informal mantra is, “More books for more people in more ways.”

Google Books
At the Googleplex campus in Mountain view CA,
we met Amanda edmonds and Genevieve
Brennan of the Google Books team. edmonds,
head of the team, says it is working one-on-one to
build relationships with publishers through their
Partner Program which offers an online sign-up
page where authors can promote their books free.
Approximately 35,000 publishers/authors have

joined Google Books through the Partner
Program.
Google Books’ vision is for people to have access
to whatever they might want to read through
“books in the cloud.” Cloud computing, edmonds
explained, refers to a process whereby computer
users move to storing data and software on servers
external to their personal computers and accessing
that information via the web. Users wouldn’t have
to update their software because it would be stored
elsewhere and continually updated. Cloud computing is a concept not unique to Google—Apple
uses the same concept with Mobile.Me.
The goal for Google Books is that there will be no
ﬁle conversion required for the customer, and no
cost to participate. Books will be in full color and
readable on any device. The customer will be able
to buy books from Google or from another retailer,
but all the data will be secured by Google.
Currently, approximately 2 million books are
available through the Google partner program.
These are books whose copyright protection
has ended and are in the public domain, or they
come from libraries that have allowed Google
to scan their collections to make them searchable and more widely available. Users know that
printed books have been edited which adds to
the credibility of information found in a book
located via a Google Books search.

Apple iBookstore
In the iTunes Building in Cupertino CA, the
iBookstore team is very small; 75% of it joined
us in a conference room! Apple launched its
bookstore in the US in mid-April. They want to
be able to offer iBooks wherever users have
access to iTunes, and to make it easy to buy
books in any country. Unlike Amazon and
Google, Apple is committed to editorial management. “We can differentiate ourselves by
putting great books in front of customers.” This
means Apple exercises editorial judgment over
how books appear, rather than relying solely on
sales volume, search-generated popularity, or
other means.
How a book looks is very important in Apple’s
digital bookstore. Simply converting an existing

book into e-pub format may not, in Apple’s
opinion, translate into a good experience for
the reader. Apple looks to the near future when
the ability to embed audio and video into a
book will become more commonplace. It is
now possible to talk to the reader by adding an
interview or video, similar to the “special features” that have been included for some time
now as extras on dvds. Small publishers, or the
writers themselves, will be the creative spirits
behind the development of such capability,
Apple believes. Nonﬁction, in particular, presents interesting options. Imagine having maps,
interviews and/or video footage in a true crime
ebook. Clearly, digital formats open the ﬁeld
and provide a platform for more players.
According to Apple, book sales are up in all
channels and mystery is currently the biggest
ebook category. ebook sales have risen while
print has stayed about ﬂat.

Smashwords
The motto of the Los Gatos CA publishing and
distribution platform tool for authors is, “Your
ebook. Your way.” Smashwords makes deals
with retailers to distribute books and develops
the platform that translates the content into
nine formats. The tools they offer are free.
Smashwords designed its platform to take a
standard Word document and translate it into
formats that can then be offered for sale as
ebooks on the Smashwords site as well as
through its aﬃliates. If the writer owns the
rights, the writer is then the publisher and sets
the price at which the book is sold. The publisher (or author, in this case) gets 85% less
expenses (a modest PayPal transaction fee.) For
sales through aﬃliates, the author/publisher gets
70.5%.
Smashwords has developed distribution deals
with Sony, B&N, Kobo Books (a Canadian
company which is also powering Borders’ estore), and Apple. John Conto, Ceo said that
an agreement with Amazon has been reached,
but has not yet gone live. Smashwords books
can be read on any device that accepts ePub
See ‘Summit,’ p 10
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Deadlines & Submissions
• deadline for articles for the december
issue of inSinC is october 15.
• Include name, email and mailing address,
and phone number with submissions.
• Send columns, articles, high-res photos,
ideas, praise, and story ideas via e-mail to
Molly Weston
mysteryheel@mac.com
919.362.1436

Legend
In 2008, the board of directors of Sisters in Crime implemented a new strategic
plan. Three goals emerged from this plan. inSinc articles will be marked with
icons to represent the appropriate goal.
Advocacy, monitoring, and reporting,

Docket
• Members’ publications since this edition
will be listed in THe doCKeT. Include
publication dates when submitting.
• Honors, awards and events of great “pith
and moment” should be submitted as
short, separate notices without publicity/
promotion of individual members.
• Material for THe doCKeT is due october
10 and should be sent to
Patricia Gulley
weyrcottage@yahoo.com

Professional education and career development, and
Membership growth, networking, and forums for members.
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Marcia Speaks

S

eptember already! Almost a year has
passed since Judy Clemens handed over
the great seal of oﬃce to me at
Bouchercon in Indianapolis and what a busy
year it has been. We launched a new Sisters in
Crime website, revitalized our Blog, approved
changes to our By-Laws that set the wheels in
motion in support of our application for tax
exempt status, and most exciting of all, commissioned a comprehensive study on mystery
readers’ buying habits in partnership with
Bowker, the premier provider of book industry services.
Working with Bowker’s PubTrack Consumer
service and their extensive standing panel of
readers, we had the opportunity to ask mystery
buyers how they learned about the mysteries
they buy and what motivated them to make
an actual purchase. In this volatile and highly
competitive market, helping authors decide
where best to spend their promotional dollars
is a terriﬁc goal for our organization. The
results of this study will be announced in october at Bouchercon in San Francisco. We hope
it will give members real-world information
about the usefulness of the promotional decisions they increasingly must make.
Another highlight, at least for me, has been the
annual Sisters in Crime Summit, a practice

begun four years ago when board members
began visiting publishing professionals, taking
the pulse of the industry and reporting to our
members. In the past several years we've visited
publishers, agents, and chain store representatives in New York City; mid-west distributors
including Ingrams; publishing giants like Lightning Source; and, in 2010, we turned our attention to key West Coast organizations.
Beginning in Seattle, we paid a call on Amazon,
then ﬂew to Silicon valley where we visited
Google, Apple, and Smashwords, listening to
their thoughts (and taking copious notes!)
about the publishing industry, their part in it,
and exploring ways in which we as an organization can work with these corporations to
help our members as well as the larger mystery
community. We know you look to Sisters in
Crime for guidance, so a primary focus of the
West Coast trip was ebooks. Surprisingly, we
came away feeling optimistic about the future
of books, in whatever format our words may
appear. If you haven’t already read the Summit
Report, it is available at www.sistersincrime.org/
displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=21.
I look forward to seeing everyone on october
13, when Sisters in Crime will sponsor SinC
into Great Writing 2010! one day prior to
Bouchercon by the Bay in San Francisco. It fea-

tures a hands-on workshop by teacher and freelance editor elizabeth Lyon, author of Manuscript Makeover, A Writer’s Guide to Fiction, and
The Sell-Your-Novel Toolkit. The New York Times
best-selling author, Ayelet Waldman, author of
Bad Mother and Red Hook Road as well as the
Mommy Track mysteries will be our after-dinner speaker. For more visit, www.sistersincrime.org/cde.cfm?event=304609 .
At Bouchercon, too, I’ll hand over the gavel to
vice President/President elect, Cathy Pickens.
After working with Cathy closely over the past
several years, I know that Sisters in Crime will
be in good hands.

Editor’s Note
by Molly Weston

H

opefully, if you’re this far along, you’ve
already read the front-page article about
the Summit Report. This report is vital
to everyone in the mystery community, and I
hope you’ll read these highlights as carefully as
you read the full report.
Just as we’re talking about electronic books,
we’re celebrating birthdays of two monumental
women of mystery—one real, one ﬁctional. I’m
talking, of course, about Agatha Christie and
Nancy drew. While there are many Sisters who
could have contributed, Carolyn Hart offers an
essay on how readers can get an inside look at
the reclusive dame Agatha. Nancy Pickard suggests that she knew a real-live Nancy drew.
Penny Warner shares tips for mystery writers—all gathered from Nancy drew books.
inSinc

Along with familiar headings and bylines, you’ll
notice a few changes in this issue, particularly
in THe doCKeT. The reason for the new format
is part of the “good news, bad news” story.
More and more Sisters are submitting publishing successes (that’s the good news) and spacing
for THe doCKeT has shrunk (the bad news). I
made the decision to omit headers and to combine all submissions under the authors’ names.
All the information is still there—it’s just displayed differently.
I continue to get emails about deadlines.
They’re easy. inSinC is published in March,
June, September, and december. The deadline
for submission to the editor (that’s me) is a
month-and-a-half before the deadline. That
means January 15 for March, April 15 for June,
September

July 15 for September, and october 15 for
december.
deadline for THe doCKeT (to Patricia Gulley)
is ﬁve days earlier so she can format the entries
and get them to me on time.
For conferences and workshops, send me the
name, date, and location as soon as you know
it. I don’t need the entire schedule, but I can
get the listing in the queue. Remember, folks
can’t look for conference details on the web if
they don’t know about it!
Be sure to see Beth’s note about a new membership committee. It’s on page 15.
I’m looking forward to meeting more Sisters
at Bouchercon! Until then, keep writing—and
reading!
2010

Chapter Highlights
Toronto Chapter

Central New Jersey

www.torontosistersincrime.ca

www.sistersincrimenj.org
SinC-Central Jersey, working with the
delaware-Raritan Girl Scout Council, ran an
all-day workshop for Girl Scouts who wished
to complete the Studio 2B writer charms
(badges for us older Scouts) program Write
Now! We related the program to mystery writing.
Some of the 25 girls, ages 13–17, were already
writers (published, contest winners, and one
columnist for her local newspaper); some were
interested in writing; and some were there only
to complete the program and get the charm.
eight chose to submit a story for critique with
their registration. The program gave the girls a
taste of what a writer does when she attends
writers' conferences—ideas; research; writing;
beginnings, middles, and endings; and editing.
The ﬁve writers and three readers who volunteered time and talent had a great time sharing
and the girls loved completing their program.
It was exceptional experience.

Event Co-Chair Pat Marinelli beams as she hears a
Scout say, “…it made me think of how far writing
can take me in life if I just believe in myself.”

The Sunday Lunch denouement for Bloody
Words, hosted by our chapter of Sisters in Crime,
was more of a set-up for an action-ﬁlled sequel.

Pat Remick, Susan Oleksiw, Sheila Connolly and
Hank Phillippi Ryan listen to Steve Liskow’s “Beach
Read” recommendations.

New England Chapter: Scarlet
Letters
www.sincne.org
Five New england members talked about which
thrillers, cozies, and traditional mysteries were
in their beach bags and offered recommendations to more than 70 readers at SinCNe’s second
annual “Beach Reads,” this year at RiverRun
Bookstore in Portsmouth. Four authors discussed their recently published books—Sheila
Connolly (Red Delicious Death), Steve Liskow
(Who Wrote the Book of Death?), Susan oleksiw
(Under the Eye of Kali) and Hank Phillippi Ryan
(Drive Time)—and made additional “beach
read” recommendations, most of which also
were by SinC authors. The panel was moderated
by SinCNe President Pat Remick.
SinCNe raﬄed a tote ﬁlled with beach paraphernalia and autographed books, and provided
wine, soda, and munchies. The event was
“livestreamed” and those watching remotely on
their computers could submit questions in real
time. SinCNe promoted the event via news
releases, blogs, email, listservs, Twitter and Facebook. The bookstore sent notices to newspapers
and featured the event in its monthly and weekly
email customer newsletters.

Bloody Words Guests of Honour, Giles Blunt
and deon Meyer, joined 30 others in the Liar’s
Game. Round one: Identify the best story-tellers.
The ﬁve groups had to decide on a tale and
whether it was true and who would present it.
Kristal-Lee Morningstar told a tale of tubing
terror in elora Gorge and how she was Saved
by An Angel (True). Karen dryden shared an
encounter at a private school with Prince
Andrew and Prince edward. (False, she didn’t
meet them, Ann Mummenhoff did!) Giles
Blunt described a vacation gone wrong—
Preservatives in Paris (True). Jessica Simon told
a work story from her guiding days about a
Pancake Loving Bear (False).
Finally, Helen Nelson related “Window Shopping,” a nightmarish tale of getting locked in a
store while trying on a dress, escaping through
a window, hiding from the police, and then
having to re-enter the store (False)!
Round two ﬁnalists were selected by applause.
Finalists Giles Blunt and Jessica Simon had to
make three statements voted true or false. Jessica told three lies and fooled the crowd once.
Giles, had a well-educated audience, and his
two lies and one truth fooled no one.
This regular event is becoming more and more
of a Bloody Words highlight, so there’s sure to
be another when Bloody Words returns to
Toronto in 2012!

Chris Roerden, Jeffrey Deaver, and Lee Loﬂand
wowed the SRO crowd at the Writers Skill-Build.

North Carolina: Murder We Write
www.murderwewrite.com
Murder We Write co-hosted an all-day Writers Skill-Build with the High Point Public Library
May 1 that drew an SRo crowd of 75. In addition to a lively panel with Chris Roerden, Jeffery
deaver, and Lee Loﬂand, each author had nearly two hours for in-depth presentations. deaver
described why he spent eight months for each book on research and developing a detailed outline,
two months writing the prose (using only 5–10% of his research), then revising 30 or 40 times.
Loﬂand delivered a laugh-a-minute exposé of what Tv cop shows do wrong—and right. Finally,
Chris Roerden demonstrated elements of voice, which agents and editors notice immediately.
inSinc
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Snapshots of Bloody Words 2010
gathered by Janet E. L. Costello

B

ang. Pow. Gasp. My ﬁrst Bloody Words
Mystery Conference. As a newbie I
didn’t expect to know many of the
readers and writers. But joining the others at
the Toronto Hilton I soon heard about many
old friends. John Ross Macdonald—Howard
Shrier mentioned him as an inﬂuence for his
private detective ﬁction. Ken Follett—Pamela
Callow offered him as a paramount thriller
writer. Two of my all time faves. Then Rick
Blechta reminisced about experiencing Rex
Stout for the ﬁrst time as a teenager. But the
one that hit closest to home was the historical
novelists’ panel where Susanne Alleyn, Janet
Kellough, Coleen Steele, Stephen Gaspar, and
Sylvia Maultash Warsh, cited Thomas B.
Costain as beginning one author’s fascination
with writing historical novels. Rooms full of
people who admire my old favourite authors!
deﬁnitely I was among friends. dear reader, I
will be back.
—Linda Cahill

My ﬁrst Bloody Words and my ﬁrst time on a
panel—thank you, Sisters, for being my cheering squad. It meant a lot to have friends in the
audience. That's what it means to promote
women crime writers.
Through the weekend I met several Sisters and
ﬂeets of unaligned crime fans. one thing I
noticed during introductions is that readers
invariably say, "oh, I'm just a reader." What do
you mean just a reader! don't you know—
without you my job isn't done—without you
it's just scribbling? Like actors on a stage or
members of a band, writers need readers, an
end user, an audience. our stories inﬂuence
no one if no one is reading. And, from the
grubby business perspective, we need buyers
and people who recommend our work to others. So please, readers, stand in front of the
mirror and practice saying with conﬁdence:
“I'm a reader. I am your audience. Tell me about
your book.” You're “just” my reason for being.
—Jessica Simon

Led by Garry Ryan’s creative questions, the
Serious About Series panel of Michael Blair,
vicki delany, Maureen Jennings and Susanna
Kearsley discussed the ways and means of keeping characters fresh and consistent in a longrunning series. Both vicki and Maureen
changed costumes in order to reach the inner
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voice of their various personalities, while
Michael and Susanna allowed their characters
to rise up as the writing ﬂowed. It was fascinating to hear the varied methods used to
invoke the individuals who inhabit novels.
—Cathy Astolfo

In the Mystery Café, ﬁrst I listened to Maureen
Jennings, who read from A Season of Darkness.
She spoke about the terrible time in england
during ww-II. Maureen sang a slightly naughty
tune from her book that was derogatory in
nature about Hitler and the Germans. Robert
Rotenberg told us that it is important to meet
your characters at a crucial time in their life.
He says you have to believe there is a “magic
moment” when your characters become real!
Clearly this works for him; his Old City Hall is
presently selling in nine different languages.
—Diane Feys

My biggest surprise at Bloody Words was a
last-minute blind date that really rocked—
Speed dating. Not a quiet dinner sort of thing
but more like a drive-through, tell-all to
strangers. Barbara Fradkin and I were each
given three minutes to peddle our books, come
up quickly for air, move on to the next table,
By the time we ﬁnished, the energy was high,
the points were clear, and the strangers had
become friends who seemed to like what we
were peddling—Barbara's anyway. Neat!

My ﬁfth Bloody Words was the most fun to
date. I was in charge of our Sisters in Crime
table in the dealers’ room which we shared
with bookseller don Longmuir. The arrangement worked beautifully! We pre-arranged
half-hour signings for Sister members (from
our chapter and others). As the convention
rolled along, we doubled our signing slots, and
garnered new friends and new members. So
many great memories!
Richard Thompson told me stories about James
Lee Burke. Sylvia Maultash Warsh kicked off
the signings, and her pile of books quickly
depleted. Stephen Steinbock tested my mystery
pseudonym knowledge. Seeing Cathy Astolfo
selling her books and our memberships (six in
a half hour!) was inspiring.
Best of all was Jill edmondson’s page 51 trick—
talk about pitch-perfect! She’d get someone to
read the ﬁrst paragraph of page 51. The target
would hold the book, and read. Then, eight
seconds later there would be a guffaw, and s/he
handed over money to don to buy the book.
Jill sold out of the twelve copies she had but
managed to spirit up more and they all sold
too. It was so foolproof, I even used it to sell a
few copies after her signing was over. If you
don’t have the book, get yourself to a bookstore
and try it!
—Janet Costello

—Jake Doherty

In mulling over this year’s Bloody Words, I
ﬁrst thought about my favourite panels, including Bad Girls and Thrillers and CSI and the
forensic dentist…but then I remembered what
impressed me most. Two young unpublished
authors from outside Toronto were at their
very ﬁrst book/mystery convention. At the
SinC luncheon they told us it was the best
thing that had ever happened to them in terms
of their writing; they were so inspired they
couldn’t wait to get home and get back to writing. That was the best part of Bloody Words
for me—all our hard work was really worth it
if these two youngsters were going home to
write mysteries. May they prosper!
—Jan Oddie
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Searching for Christie
by Carolyn Hart

Agatha Christie would turn 120 years old on September 15 this year. The “Queen
of Crime” leaves behind her the reputation as the author of the best-selling books
of all time. Only the Bible has outsold her collected four billion copies of novels.
For those who cannot travel to England for Christie Week 2010, Carolyn Hart
shows that readers can get to know the woman inside the writer.

A

gatha Christie was among the world’s
most retiring authors. She rarely gave
interviews, dreaded public appearances. If we were to have the good fortune to
walk beside her in an english garden, how we
would ﬁnd our companion?
Those who knew her personally agree that she
was shy, observant, an accomplished musician,
a faithful friend, disciplined, self-conscious
about her lack of a formal education, brave,
well-read in the victorian sense, familiar with
the classics, with Shakespeare, with the Bible.
But looking beyond one-line descriptions, what
was this remarkable woman like as a person?
essayists and critics have often bemoaned the
lack of public utterances by this reclusive author.
Christie’s autobiography concentrates on her
childhood, in which she recalls in loving detail
a most protected youth. Janet Morgan’s excellent
biography is, nonetheless, the picture presented
by an adoring family. Throughout these writings
there is a clear reserve, a digniﬁed restraint.
In today’s vulgar society, a successful biography is often a compounding of surmise about
an individual’s most private thoughts and
actions. In reality, neither the psychobabble
kind of biography nor the restrained remarks
of intimates provide readers with a true picture
of personality.
Is it sadly true, then, that we who read her
detective ﬁction, admiring her genius with plotting, her cleverness in dissembling, and her
brilliance with character are doomed never
really to know her?
No. What mattered to Agatha Christie, her attitudes, and her passions can easily be found.
Read her books again. This time, read not for
plot or character, not for pleasure or intellectual
stimulation, but read as an ornithologist
watches for a rare, hard-to-sight quarry. Read
for the author’s heart.

inSinc

Christie’s heart is in her books, speaking to us
through her characters, just as clearly and forthrightly as she would speak could she walk into
her drawing room and greet a friend. every
writer reveals in print the stamp of her soul. The
qualities an author admires, the emotion’s that
rule an author’s heart are there for the ﬁnding.

eats…or what one wears… or what one does.
I don’t think things matter—not really.”
Miss Marple in “The Bloodstained Pavement,”
“There is a great deal of wickedness in village
life. I hope you dear young people never realize
how very wicked the world is.”
Hester Argyle in Ordeal by Innocence, “It’s not
the guilty who matter. It’s the innocent.”

Clues to Christie
Here are comments made by characters in various Christie novels which present a clear picture of dame Agatha:
Anne Beddingﬁeld in The Man in the Brown
Suit, “I had the ﬁrm conviction that, if I went
about looking for adventure, adventure would
meet me halfway. It is a theory of mine that
one always gets what one wants.”
The young nurse in Towards Zero speaking to
the would-be suicide bitter at being saved, “It
may be just by being somewhere—not doing
anything—oh, I can’t say what I mean, but you
might just—just walk along a street someday
and just by doing that accomplish something
terribly important—perhaps without even
knowing what it was.”
virginia Revel in The Secret of Chimneys, “It’s
just as exciting to buy a new experience as it is
to buy a new dress—more so, in fact.”
John Christow in The Hollow speaking to his
lover, Henrietta, a sculptor, “If I were dead,
the ﬁrst thing you’d do, with tears streaming
down your face, would be to start modeling
some damned mourning woman or some ﬁgure of grief…”
Ariadne oliver in Mrs. McGinty’s Dead commenting on the misery of having a book adapted
to the stage, “…you’ve no idea of the agony of
having your characters taken and made to say
things that they never would have said and do
things they never would have done.”

Miss Marple in The Mirror Crack’d, “Children
feel things, you know. They feel things more
than the people around them ever imagine.”
Mrs. Crabtree in The Hollow to Henrietta Savernake, mourning the loss of her lover, “don’t
fret, ducky—what’s gorn’s gorn. You can’t ‘ave it
back.”
Parker Pyne in “The Case of the Middle-Aged
Wife,” “A woman tears a passion to pieces and
gets no good from it, but a romance can be
laid up in lavender and looked at all through
the long years to come.”
Miss Marple in The Body in the Library, “The
truth is, you see, that most people—and I don’t
exclude policemen—are far too trusting for
this wicked world. They believe what is told to
them. I never do. I’m afraid I always like to
prove a thing for myself.”
Agatha Christie is there, in the insouciance of
Tuppence, in the determination of Poirot, in
so many laughing quips and telling comments.
Read her books once again and catch glimpses
of that most elusive, most reclusive author. Read
for her heart—it’s there to ﬁnd.
Carolyn Hart, a former president of SinC, is the author
of the Death on Demand, the Henrie O, and the new
Bailey Ruth Raeburn series. Her most recent offering,
Laughed ‘Til He Died, is from Harper Collins. An
acknowledged Christie authority, she lives and
writes in Oklahoma City. Visit her at
www.CarolynHart.com

Maureen Summerhayes in Mrs. McGinty’s
Dead, “I never think it matters much what one
September 2010
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Real Nancy Drew
by Nancy Pickard
Nancy Drew, icon for generations of teen-aged girls, turns 80 this year. An overwhelming majority of women of mystery—authors and readers alike—mention
Nancy Drew among their earliest mystery reading. Though a ﬁctional character,
Nancy has been an integral part of their lives. Nancy Pickard shares her experience
growing up and Penny Warner shows the impact to her writing career.

W

hen I reread the original version of
The Secret at Shadow Ranch, I found
myself wondering what it would
have been like to be Nancy drew. Would it
have been a pleasure to be her? did she ever
get tired of being perfect? Were there shadows
to her life, besides the large one of her mother’s
death when she was three? Well, of course
there were shadows, I told myself, because she
couldn’t be all light, right? Then I wondered
what it would be like to be a friend of hers and
to know her very well.

and because it would have just been wrong to
recognize any of the boys without recognizing
Nancy, too.

To know Nancy drew was to love her? or not?

Were there shadows? She was a teenager; of
course there were shadows.

At that moment of trying to project myself into
her life, I had an epiphany, which was that I
knew a Nancy drew in real life. “My” Nancy
didn’t’ solve mysteries, she wasn’t rich, and her
mom was alive, but, she was Nancy in every
other way. Her name was—of course, and I
swear to you this is true—Nancy, but there
were a lot of Nancies back then. She was—is—
my cousin, and she was the most wonderful
girl it was possible to be outside the covers of a
book. This would have been between the years
of, say, 1941 and 1960, which spanned the time
between her birth and when she was around
Nancy’s age.
My Nancy—Nancy G.—made straight A’s, was
a beauty queen, was good at sports, sang, played
the piano, was president of the student council,
starred as emily in “our Town,” was active in
her church, respected her parents, was energetic, eager, and enthusiastic, along with being
the kindest and nicest girl you can imagine,
and she managed all that without being either
so annoying that you wanted to kill her, or a
prig. She was fun, and she was genuinely nice,
through and through. of course, she had her
own Ned Nickerson and devoted girl friends.
She was so remarkably outstanding that our
high school, which for 50 years had given an
award only to the most outstanding boy in
every senior class, invented a new outstanding
Girl award for her. It was the teachers who did
that, because they so loved and admired her,
inSinc

What was it like to be her?
It was pretty wonderful, I think, having talked
to her about it since then, and I’d also have to
say she earned it. She studied hard, worked
hard, and remained a sweetly modest person
who gave generous credit to other people. She
was—is—the embodiment of that old-fashioned quality of being a person of good character, a true role model like Nancy drew.

What was it like to be her cousin?
Four years younger than she, I had envious
moments, but mostly I basked in her reﬂected
glory and felt really proud of her. There were
times when I tucked my small courage under
my arm and forged ahead with something that
scared me because I wanted her to be proud of
me, too.
By now, you may be thinking that this is all
just the idol worship of a younger cousin for
an older one, and that she couldn’t have possibly
been that great. I hope you’ll believe me when
I say that while it may have been idol worship,
she was that great.

And how did she turn out?
She didn’t become rich and famous, as some
might have expected. over the years, life has
slammed her hard sometimes, just as it does all
of us. She is now a psychologist in practice with
one of her daughters, so you might say she is
solving mysteries, and is still focused on helping other people.

Where do our books come in?
I don’t know about the heroines in the books
you read or write, but it was frequently said of
my ﬁrst heroine, Jenny Cain, that she was
“Nancy drew all grown up.” As I consider my
cousin, I understand how utterly true that is.
Most of our heroines did not grow up to be rich
and famous, either, at least not in the ﬁctional
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worlds we created for them. Most of our
grown-up Nancy drews have endured hard life
knocks, as I have no doubt she would, too.
Most of them are spending their adult lives quietly and devotedly trying to help other people.
I think modern mystery writers have intuited
exactly what our ﬁctional golden girl would
be like as a grown up, and modern mystery
readers intuitively appreciate it.

We knew her. We still do.
If you're a author, do you ever consider that
your ﬁctional detective might be a role model
to some of your readers, just as Nancy was to
hers? This may not be entirely comfortable to
consider, but I have reason to think it’s true. I
remember a Japanese woman saying that she
read bits of Sara Paretsky’s books every morning before going to work, to build up her
courage to face her male-dominated job. Isn’t
that something? I’ve never forgotten her “testimony.” Just this month, I read something
touching that Cornelia Read wrote on “The
Lipstick Chronicles” blog, about how she
watched a certain reality show when she was
trying to ﬁnd an agent: “I saw my own ragged
quest for self-conﬁdence externally replicated
among people struggling to make it in an
entirely different ﬁeld: learning to let go, take
risks, break away from the comforts of artiﬁce.”
There are real-life Nancy drews out there, girls
and women of strength and character, and there
are more in the making all over the world. I
like to think that our books inspire and
embolden them—all the while knocking their
socks off with great stories. Just as the Nancy
drew books did for us.
Nancy Pickard, founding member and former president of Sisters in Crime, is the author of the Jenny
Cain series, The Virgin of Small Plains, and many
short stories and essays. Her latest novel is The Scent
of Rain and Lightning. Visit her at
www.nancypickard.com .
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Drew’s Clues to Creative Writing
by Penny Warner

N

ancy drew turned 80 this year, yet she
still doesn’t look a day over 18. She’s
managed to solve hundreds of mysteries in her time, without mussing a hair or
breaking a nail. I learned a lot about writing by
reading Nancy drew mysteries, and have her
to thank for my latest series. As a tribute to
Nancy, I wrote The Oﬃcial Nancy Drew
Handbook, and compiled clues I gathered from
Nancy’s success. Here are the top 13 drew’s
Clues that helped me sell my mystery series.

Add mood and atmosphere

Create unforgettable characters

Ellen was alarmed. “We must do something to
stop him!” “I have a little plan,” Nancy said.

“You know Nancy.” All agreed she possessed an
appealing quality, which people never forgot.
—The Clue in the Diary

All stories are based on interesting characters—
there are no exceptions. Introduce us to your
character a little at a time, using action and dialogue (showing), rather than a thumbnail
sketch (telling). Create realistic characters without using stereotypical traits, and include some
surprises about the character that are believable. Finally, give the characters conﬂict—
happy characters make dull characters.

Outline your plot
—The Quest of the Missing Map

Before you begin writing, outline your plot so
you know, generally, where the story is headed.
You can keep it simple and just jot down the
major plot points of the story—where the story
takes a surprising turn and how it ratchets up
the suspense. or you can write a detailed chapter-by-chapter outline, with the option of veering off if the story requires an alteration.

Start the clock ticking
“Hurry…or we’ll miss the train to River Heights!”
Nancy knew being on time was important.

Use dialogue
Suddenly the young sleuth snapped her ﬁngers.
“I know what I’ll do! I’ll set a trap for that ghost!”
—The Hidden Staircase

dialogue makes a story come alive. It also helps
move the story along, increases pace, and creates drama. Listen to real conversations for realism, then edit and tighten them to make the
dialogue readable. Keep attribution simple—
use action or “said,” rather than adverbs and
euphemisms for “said.” Finally, read your dialogue aloud.

Set the scene
Many Colonial houses had
secret passageways. “Do
you know any entrances a
thief could use?”
—The Hidden Staircase

A vivid setting pulls the
reader into the story. It
also intensiﬁes suspense
and becomes a character in itself. Show the setting through the character’s eyes and include
all ﬁve senses, telling details, and occasional
metaphors.
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Nancy had heard music, thumps and creaking noises at night, and had seen eerie shadows on walls.
—The Hidden Staircase
Give a sense of foreboding through description. Mood and atmosphere give the story
depth and stimulate the emotions of the readers. Use foreshadowing to give the reader a feeling of unease.

—The Secret of Red Gate Farm

Begin with the inciting incident, which starts
the clock ticking. Include not only the situation,
but where it takes place, and who’s involved.
This is where you ask the story questions: What
if….? Think about your goal as start the story
and where it will lead.

Create conﬂict

and when she ﬁghts—make her strong but
still vulnerable.

Spark reader’s emotions
Nancy was too frightened to think logically. She beat
on the door, but the panels would not give way.
—The Secret of the Old Clock

Crank up the reader’s involvement by increasing the character’s emotional risk. This way the
reader will care about the story. If she can relate
to the protagonist’s emotional jeopardy, she’ll
be hooked on ﬁnding out what happens.

Raise the stakes
In a desperate attempt to break down the door
Nancy threw her weight against it again…again.
—The Secret of the Old Clock

The story begins with a challenge for the protagonist. But that’s not enough. As the story
moves along, something worse must happen.
And just when you think it’s safe to go back into
the water, things become even worse. Keep
raising the stakes to keep those pages turning.

Make the situation hopeless
“We’re locked in!” Nancy exclaimed, and began
banging on the door with her ﬁst.
—Nancy’s Mysterious Letter
When all seems lost and the protagonist is about
to give up because she’s running out of time and
is under extreme pressure, she must ﬁnd the
courage to go on, make another decision, and
get herself out of this devastating trouble.

Give the protagonist strength
“Girls don’t faint these days,” George scoffed.

Nancy struggled to get away. She twisted, kicked
and clawed. “Let me go!” Nancy cried.
—The Secret of the Old Clock

There is no story without conﬂict. The protagonist must come up against an antagonist,
which can be a person, an idea, a corporation,
or some kind of evil. Conﬂict helps reveal the
protagonist’s needs, values, and fears, and
causes her to confront her demons, challenge
herself, and become a hero of sorts.

Pack it with action
“How do we get in?” “Over the top, commando
style,” George urged. “Lucky we wore jeans.”
—The Clue in the Crumbling Wall

Today’s reader wants action, so give your protagonist opportunities to do something physical. Give her a choice between ﬁght or ﬂight,
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—The Secret of Red Gate Farm

As the protagonist comes face to face with the
antagonist, she must pull out all her reserves
and use her own skills to change the situation.
This heroic attempt must also create growth
and change in the protagonist.

Don’t give up
Nancy tried to open the door. It was locked.
Not easily discouraged, she tried a window; it
was unlocked.
—The Hidden Staircase
I really believe the reason I’ve had more than
50 books published is simply because—like
Nancy drew—I never gave up!
Penny Warner’s new party-planning mysteries, How
to Host a Killer Party and How to Crash a Killer Bash
are from Penguin. She can be reached at
www.pennywarner.com.
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SinC into Great Writing Workshop
Manuscript Makeover from Rough Draft to Ready
by Judy Clemens

C

ome one, come all to the Second Annual SinC into Great Writing workshop on october
13! The day before Bouchercon by the Bay begins in San Francisco we will gather for a
productive day of manuscript work with teacher and free-lance editor elizabeth Lyon,
author of Manuscript Makeover, A Writer's Guide to Fiction, and The Sell-Your-Novel Toolkit.
You do not need to be registered for the conference to attend this one-day workshop. Sisters in
Crime has discounted this workshop for its members. The cost for the entire day including
dinner is $50. The charge for non-members is $150—joining Sisters in Crime saves money!
dinner and a coffee break are included in the $50/$150 registration fee. Check in will begin at
12:30 PM in front of the workshop room. An email will be sent to you with the room name at a
later date. email special dietary requests to Beth at sistersincrime@juno.com.
Spots are ﬁlling fast, so register now! Go to www.sistersincrime.org and click on “SinC Into
Great Writing 2010!” on the home page. Registration for SinC into Great Writing 2010! must
be done online. Deadline for registration is October 1, 2010. SinC Into Great Writing 2010! is
sponsored by Sisters in Crime. Sisters in Crime will not be able to issue refunds.
To make reservations for Bouchercon by the Bay go to www.bcon2010.com/welcome.php. You
will be able to receive the conference rate for your hotel room if you need to come in a day early.
All arrangements need to be made with the Hyatt Regency.

Dinner Speaker

Limited Registration Available
There are a few slots left for “Manuscript
Makeover.” Members can still register online
for the workshop. The event is from 1:00 PM
until 8:00 PM. Cost for the entire workshop,
including dinner and a coffee break, is $50
for SinC members; $150 for non-members.

O

ur dinner speaker for this fun day will
be Ayelet Waldman, The New York
Times bestselling author of Bad
Mother: A Chronicle of Maternal Crimes, Minor
Calamities and Occasional Moments of Grace,
Love and Other Impossible Pursuits, Daughter's
Keeper and the Mommy-Track Mysteries.

To register, visit www.sistersincrime.org and
click on“SinC Into Great Writing 2010!”on the
home page. No refunds can be issued.

Her personal essays have been published in
newspapers and magazines, including The New
York Times, The Guardian, The San Francisco
Chronicle, ELLE Magazine, Vogue, Allure, Cookie,
Child, Parenting, Real Simple, “Health and
Salon.com.” Her radio commentaries have
appeared on All Things Considered and The
California Report.
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Check in will begin at 12:30 PM in front of the
workshop room. (Room name will be
emailed later.) Email special dietary requests
to Beth at sistersincrime@juno.com.
Photo by Stephanie Rausser

The ﬁlm version of Love and Other Impossible
Pursuits—with don Roos as screenwriter and
director and Natalie Portman in the lead role
—premiered at the Toronto Film Festival in
September 2009 and will soon be in a theater
near you (or somewhat far from you, but then
it'll show up on Tv and you can watch it there).

Judy Clemens is the author of the
Agatha- and-Anthony nominated Stella Crown series, Lost
Sons, and Embrace the Grim
Reaper. She is the past president
of Sisters in Crime.

Ayelet Waldman will be the dinner speaker at
Sinc into Great Writing 2010.
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Registration for Bouchercon is not required
to attend this one-day workshop. Registration for this event does not include
Bouchercon registration. To make reservations for Bouchercon by the Bay, visit
www.bcon2010.com/welcome.php. You will
be able to receive the conference rate for
your hotel room if you need to come in a day
early. All arrangements need to be made
with the Hyatt Regency sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp.
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Conferences & Happenings
Writers’ Police Academy

Murder Goes South

Jamestown NC • September 24–26
The “most hands-on, interactive and educational experience writers can ﬁnd to enhance
understanding of law enforcement and forensics” will feature Jeffrey deaver, NYC Medical
examiner Jonathan Hayes, and many police
academy instructors from Guilford Technical
Community College and Public Safety
Training Academy. For information and registration visit www.writerspoliceacademy.com .

Smyrna GA • January 28–29, 2011
Sisters in Crime Atlanta will host the conference, for readers and writers of Southern mysteries at the Smyrna Public Library. erica
Spindler will be the keynote speaker. Mystery
authors, forensics specialists, and literary agent
Janet Reid round out the program. More information is at www.murdergoessouth.com .

SinC Workshop
Creve Coeur MO • September 25
The St. Louis SinC will host a novel-to-screenplay workshop facilitated by Jo Hiestand and
esther Luttrell at the Creve Coeur Community
Center from 9 AM until noon. Contact Jo
Hiestand at groundhogden@earthlink.net for
more information.

Magna cum Murder
Muncie IN • October 29–31
The “house party for 300 of your closest
friends,” will be at the Horizon Convention in
downtown Muncie IN. Charles and Caroline
Todd will be guests of honor at the 14TH Ball
State University event. The all-inclusive registration of $215 is due by october 1. See the
website at www.magnacummurder.com .

Bouchercon 2010
San Francisco CA • October 14–18
The World Mystery Fan Convention honorees
will be Lee Child, for distinguished contribution to the genre; denise Mina, international
guest of honor; Laurie R. King, American guest
of honor; eddie Muller, toastmaster; and
Maddy van Hertbruggen, fan guest of honor.
The conference hotel is the Hyatt Regency San
Francisco. Registration is $195. Complete
details may be found at www.bcon2010.com .

New England Crime Bake
Dedham MA • Nov. 12-14

T

The 9TH Annual New england Crime Bake
will be at the Hilton Boston/dedham in dedham. Charlaine Harris, guest of honor, will join
New england authors dennis Lehane, Katherine Hall Page, and Julia Spencer-Fleming, as
well as forensic experts and agents and editors.
For more information visit the website at
www.crimebake.org .
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Summit - Cont’d. from p. 1

Love Is Murder
Chicago IL • February 4–6, 2011
Love is Murder provides an educational forum
to writers and readers to further their knowledge of writing, publishing, and the business of
book production. Featured authors include
Rhys Bowen, Joseph Finder, Carolyn Haines,
Joan Johnston, Jon Land, and F. Paul Wilson.
Local guest of honor is Michael Allen
dymmoch. See www.loveismurder.net .

Jim Huang, Cathy Pickens, Marcia Talley, and Ellen
Hart take a moment to breath at Apple
Headquarters during the Summit Tour.

format, including the Kindle, iPad, Nook,
iPhone, Blackberry, etc.

Cape Fear Crime Festival

Random Impressions

Wilmington NC • February 5, 2011
Join your fellow authors to work on better ways
to create the perfect crime, the perfect marketing strategy and a "knock 'em dead" approach
for contacting publishers and agents. Author
events are free to readers. details are at
www.capefearcrimefestival2.com .

We visited high-tech companies, mostly in
Silicon valley, but those involved in their book
programs have come from traditional New
York publishing. They love books. They talked
enthusiastically about the books they had just
read or were looking forward to reading. They
collect books; they search for local bookstores
when visiting a new town.

Bloody Words
Victoria BC, Canada • June 3–5, 2011
The venue will be the award-winning Hotel
Grand Paciﬁc on the scenic inner harbour.
Guests include Michael Slade and Laurie R.
King and the MC will be denise dietz. William
deverell will receive a lifetime achievement
award. Highlights include panels,, agents, a
short story contest, and forensics. $190, banquet included. For more information see
www.bloodywords2011.com .

Conferences & Workshops
Please send all conference and workshop
information, including those sponsored by
SinC chapters, directly to Molly Weston,
inSinC editor at mysteryheel@mac.com.
Include conference name, date, location,
brief description, contact information, and
website. Please include “Conference” or
“Workshop” in the subject line. Deadline for
December is October 15.
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employees in the large companies uniformly
referred to these companies as more collaborative than the traditional publishing houses they
came from. one said, “We’re held accountable
for results, but rather than always having to ask
permission from towering layers of bureaucracy,
we’re rewarded for pushing forward.
“one of my ﬁrst meetings here, someone at
the table said to a colleague, ‘That’s a great idea.
We should do it.’ That never happened at my
New York publishing company. everyone was
too territorial and protective to throw out ideas
or to acknowledge that someone else had a
good idea.”

The story continues
The group also visited with owners of two mystery bookstores, Seattle Mystery Books and M
is for Mystery in San Mateo. For in depth coverage of this important trip, read “The Summit
Report” from Sisters in Crime at www.sistersincrime.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&s
ubarticlenbr=21 .
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Remembering Eleanor Taylor Bland
by Mary Harris

O

n the afternoon of June 2, 2010, eleanor
ended her decades-long struggle with
Gardner’s disease. despite her illness,
she completed 14 novels about small-town cop
Marti MacAlister and edited a collection of stories by well-known African-American writers,
Shades of Black. Her novel Scream in Silence was
on The New York Times Bestseller List.
eleanor accomplished more in one day than
most people in a month. She helped pre-published writers at seminars, groups, and the bar;
she chaired committees for outreach to marginalized writers; she spoke and taught at grade
schools and high schools in Waukegan IL; and
she always gently corrected a beginning writer
by saying, “It’s good, but it’s not soup yet.”
eleanor met her ex-husband Anthony when
she was 14. She never made it clear why her
mother allowed her to marry at that age, but
eleanor had fallen in love, and she soon
became mother to Kevin and Todd.
After earning her Ged and a degree at Southern
Illinois University, she worked full time as a
cost accountant at Abbott Laboratories in
north suburban Chicago until her retirement
little more than a decade ago. She told few
people of the racism she encountered there;
Eleanor Taylor Bland at the ﬁrst
Harlem Book Fair, July 1999.

she preferred to tell about how supportive the
majority of peers and supervisors were in helping her deal with her cancer and her writing
journeys. So like eleanor.

Eleanor the mystery writer
She kept unemotional note of the encounters
to help inform Marti’s journey as a cop in
Lincoln Prairie. Like Marti, eleanor was frequently the only woman working in her area,
and, like Marti, also had two children; later in
life she adopted a grandson, Anthony. Many of
you may remember seeing little Anthony
tucked alongside eleanor at a seminar or a conference, even at the bar where eleanor, who
never drank alcohol, would hold court. There
are few people as nurturing as eleanor.
She was a longtime member of Sisters in Crime
and Mystery Writers of America. She reveled
in helping committee members push for better
reviews, seeking out and including minority
writers, encouraging new writers, and lauding
the old-timers. She thoroughly enjoyed being
a member of Red Herrings, a select group of
writers who meet once a week and critique
each other’s work. She helped make it a safe
place to get pushed onto the right path and to
keep going. one of her mantras was, “You have
to make your detective work for every clue she
gets.” eleanor always understood the fundamentals of good storytelling and didn’t mind
sharing them in a clear, non-judgmental way.

The ﬂame still burns
Recognizing the ﬁnancial needs associated with long-term serious illness, members of SinC Chicagoland Libby Helmann
and Mary Harris solicited funds throughout the mystery community to help
Eleanor continue to live rent-free in a
comfortable house with a new bed and
easy chair. Thanks to generous donations,
more than $10,000 was raised, leaving a
substantial amount when she died.
With that money, a foundation is being
established in Eleanor’s name to keep her
ﬂame of helping others burning. Each
year, a generous grant will be given to an
unpublished African-American woman
writer to enable her to attend a conference or seminar, purchase memberships
in writing organizations, and help further
her budding writing career. In the years an
African-American woman writer has not
applied or does not qualify, the grant will
be awarded to an unpublished minority
woman writer. Please send donations to

Photo by Marcia Wilson, Wide Vision Photography

Nearing the end
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The last few years, however, were diﬃcult.
There was nothing more the doctors could do
for her—all the surgeries, chemo and radiation
had taken their toll. Writing was diﬃcult, then
impossible, but her spirits were never down.
With family around, she warned her young
granddaughters about boys (“They only have
one thing on their mind, you know. They can’t
help it. That little thing goes boing! and they’ll
promise you anything!”) and her grandsons
about the dangers of the street.
visitors brightened her days, and cable Tv her
nights. Her ex-husband still stopped by on
occasion, “just to kiss a beautiful woman,”
which his present wife didn’t much appreciate.
She looked forward to sitting in her back yard
and watching adopted son Anthony garden
while their dog Geronimo romped.
September

Libby Fischer Hellmann
272 Summerﬁeld Road
Northbrook IL 60062
or

Mary Harris
1823 West Chase Avenue
Chicago IL 60626
Your check will serve as your receipt.

Mary Harris, in addition to being Eleanor’s
friend, is working on a mystery novel. She is
also working on two cookbooks, The My Kid’s
Allergic to Everything Dessert Cookbook
and Mancooking. Mary lives and writes in
Chicago. She is a member of the Chicagoland
Chapter of Sisters in Crime .
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Law & Fiction
Getting Facts Straight
By Leslie Budewitz

A

writer is spinning a plot with an
American involved in questionable
doings in France who then escapes to
China. Will the character be returned to
France to face trial?
Short answer—not if she stays in China.
A key principle of international law is that a
country has legal authority over persons within
its borders, regardless of their citizenship. The
suspect could be tried and convicted in China
only for an offense committed in China.
Another country wanting to try a suspect must
make a formal request, through legal and diplomatic channels, that the suspect be turned over
to its representatives. That can happen only if
the two countries have an extradition treaty.
But France—like the US—has no treaty with
China, leaving France no legal mechanism to
request the suspect’s return.
But what happens if the ﬁctional suspect
returns home to America, which has an extradition treaty with France? Treaties between
countries vary widely, but requests typically
trigger an analysis of the crime charged and
factors like these:
• Is the crime serious? Murder, bombing,
rape—yes. A minor theft charge—no.
• Has the country requesting extradition
shown a “prima facie” case against the person
sought, i.e., facts establishing the elements of
the crime charged?
• do the facts constitute a crime in both countries?
• Can the suspect reasonably expect a fair trial?
• Is the potential sentence proportionate to the
crime? This factor often blocks extradition to
countries with extreme punishments for
drug offenses. Countries without the death
penalty—e.g., Canada, Mexico, and most
european countries—regularly refuse to
extradite to the US if the suspect would face
the death penalty; as a result, American prosecutors frequently agree not to request the
death penalty in exchange for extradition.
• Is the suspect a citizen of the country making
or receiving the request? France, for example,
is one of many countries prohibited by law
from extraditing its own nationals, so it could
not return ﬁlm director Roman Polanski, a
French citizen, to the US to face child molestation charges. When Polanski brought a libel
case in British courts, he testiﬁed by video
inSinc

hookup from France rather than travel and
risk arrest there and face extradition. He took
the risk when he traveled to Switzerland in
2009 to accept an award; after his arrest, he
challenged the extradition request, resulting
in a review of the matter by Swiss courts. In
contrast, the US has no blanket ban on extraditing its nationals.
• Are the motivations—and the crime—political? Are charges brought to damage a government’s political opponents or to retaliate for
good-faith decisions that turn out badly? This
does not immunize former oﬃcials from genuine investigations of wrongdoing—as in the
cases of former Chilean president Augusto
Pinochet and former Panamanian dictator
Manuel Noriega.
• Are the motivations—and the crime—military? In 2007, Germany decided not to formally request extradition of alleged CIA
operatives on kidnaping allegations because
the treaty between Germany and the US prohibits extradition for purely military matters
and the request was likely to be denied.

When to extradite?
In the US, the department of State makes the
ultimate decision whether to request extradition or grant a request. This often involves
coordination with individual states’ attorneys
general. Requests for extradition may be
reviewed by the courts—as in the American
review of France’s request for Noriega.
Conversely, in Mexico, a court must review a
request to extradite from another country
before the request can be made. The court
denied permission to request extradition of
duane “dog the Bounty Hunter” Chapman
from the US because the crime charged was relatively minor. If the court had allowed the prosecutor to request Chapman’s extradition, the
Mexican government would have had to make
a formal request to the US government, triggering a State department review of the case.
Corporate crime can also involve extradition.
Prosecutors in Kansas City indicted Chinese
pet food manufacturers on charges related to
deliberate product contamination. Without a
treaty, the defendants could not be brought to
the US for trial, so why bother? Because the case
had potential long-term impact on international
September 2010

trade and relationships. Charges could also pressure co-defendants within the court’s reach, such
as American importers and Chinese distributors
who do business in the US. And the charges send
a message to everyone in the manufacturing
and distribution chain, and to consumers, that
food contamination will be treated seriously.
Another hot issue is whether employees of
Blackwater, a private American security ﬁrm
with contracts in Iraq, can be extradited to Iraq
to face charges for the alleged shooting of civilians. As in that case, a lack of extradition may
not mean the end of judicial proceedings—civil
claims, and sometimes even criminal charges,
may be possible in the suspects’ home country.
extradition and its complications are key to
writers of international thrillers and suspense
novels—plots involving terrorism, drug running and money laundering, art theft, and trafﬁcking in weapons or other stolen or illegal
goods. But extradition may help deepen the
plot of any story with a character from a foreign
country. It offers rich potential for emotion and
conﬂict in cases of crimes against family and
child abduction, especially if the suspect returns
to a country that refuses to extradite its own
nationals. See the State department’s website
on International Child Abduction for more
details website at travel. state.gov/family/abduction/resources/resources_552.html) .
Leslie Budewitz is a practicing lawyer and a
ﬁction writer. For more on using the law realistically
in your ﬁction, see her columns and Questions of the
Month at www.lawandﬁction.com.
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Corrupt Camaraderie
by Katherine Ramsland, PHD

T

he ﬁlm Heavenly Creatures depicts an
obsessive friendship between two
teenage girls, Pauline Parker and Juliet
Hulme, whose bond in fantasy warps their
perspective. When Parker’s mother interferes,
they bludgeon her to death.
eric Harris, one of the 1999 Columbine
killers, believed himself superior to all others.
To punish the objects of his scorn—everyone—he drew the impulsive dylan Klebold
into his fame-ensuring vision of a suicidal
murder spree that would dwarf the oklahoma
City bombing.
The imagination of a dominant person often
guides killing teams. He or she gradually lures
a weaker person (or people) into a shared
world that borders on an induced delusional
disorder called foile à deux—a contagious
madness. Charlene Gallego ensnared ten
female victims for her husband to rape and
kill, while Karla Homolka murdered her own
ﬁfteen-year-old sister (as well as two other
girls) to please Paul Bernardo. Murder had
become each couple’s recreation.

Patterns emerge
Researchers have found that many killing
teams follow a common pattern: Two people
so ﬁrmly resonate to each other that one feels
safe enough to describe a violent fantasy. He or
she then manipulates the “compliant accomplice” to gradually accept it and then to consider acting it out. Studies show that this
weaker person often suffers from a schizotypal
personality disorder—a malleable, superstitious, unstable nature. The dominant person
socially isolates the other, getting him or her
dependent before reshaping their norms about
right and wrong. If these two succeed with a
crime, they grow excited—and bolder. The
dominant person maintains psychological
control, but each has a part in feeding the
growing addiction.
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We’ve seen all-male teams, all-female, and a
mix of both. There have been two, three, and
even ﬁve or six. Sometimes they’re married or
related, other times just friends or hang-out
buddies. Some kill in a spree, some over long
periods, and a few like Harris and Klebold kill
a lot of people all at once.

Dangerous edges
The intensity of youth and romance can also
add this dangerous edge to some shared realities, such as what occurred in Canada in 2006.
A married couple and their eight-year-old son
were viciously stabbed to death in their home,
and their twelve-year-old daughter was missing. The police searched for her but soon realized that this girl was no kidnap victim. despite
being an honor student, she’d persuaded her
boyfriend, Jeremy Steinke, to kill her whole
family so they could run away together.
erotic motivation has been a factor among allfemale teams as well. Catherine Wood was
supervisor at the Alpine Manor in Walker,
Michigan, where she became lovers with
Gwendolyn Graham. during a session of rough
sex, Graham suggested killing patients in their
care. This excited Wood, so in 1987, they
devised a fatal game. The eldercare facility routinely recorded the names of deceased or discharged patients in a book. Wood and Graham
wanted to kill people whose ﬁrst initial, when
read down the list, spelled MURdeR. They then
proceeded to carry out this plan.
Regardless of which one actually did the killing,
the “game” became essential for heightening
their pleasure as well as a way for each to
manipulate the other. They were partners and
accomplices, but the potential for betrayal hung
over them as well. After they split up, Wood
told on Graham and both were convicted of
ﬁve murders.
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Equals most aggressive
The most aggressive killing teams are comprised of psychological equals who aﬃrm and
expand each other’s depravity. In prison, Roy
Norris and Lawrence Bittaker discovered a
common preference for sadistic sexual torture.
once released, they bought a van in Los
Angeles CA, dubbed "Murder Mac," and trolled
for females. They grabbed a teenager and raped
her before strangling her with a coat hanger.
The next victim received an ice pick through
the brain. This team tortured and killed three
more girls before they were stopped.
Most criminal teams quickly disintegrate, either
from a mistake or the vision’s erosion. As each
turns on the other to save his own skin, the
true fragility of their bond surfaces. In retrospect, some participants in corrupt camaraderie
can hardly believe what they’d done.

Katherine Ramsland is a writer, professor of
forensic psychology and former therapist. Among
her 37 books are The Human Predator and The
Forensic Psychology of Criminal Minds. She
has also published 16 short stories and more than
900 articles.
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SinC Board Nominees

L

ike a two-edged sword, being a member
of the SinC board is both an honor and
a responsibility—a huge responsibility.
Board members spend almost a full day at
each of two conferences (Bouchercon and
Malice domestic) in meetings where they
usually volunteer for at least one task integral
to the operation of the organization. Further,
they are called on for many duties not necessarily explained to them when they’re asked to
serve. Several members have agreed to serve
upon election.
In addition to the nominees for board members
the nominating committee (Cathy Pickens, Marcia Talley, and Judy Clemens) suggests a slate of
oﬃcers for the coming year. The brief crimewriting-related biographies of these nominees
reinforce the old saying, “If you want someone
to do an important job—give it to a busy person.”
An election ballot is on page 15. Ballots must be
mailed and received by october 9.

President
Cathy Pickens
Home: Charlotte NC
Body of Work: “Southern
Fried” and Charleston mysteries
Awards: St. Martin’s Malice
Domestic Award for Best New
Traditional Mystery
Little Known Fact: I once was an award-winning clogger
(Southern Appalachian square dancing) before I tore my
knee (or got too old ...).

Vice
President
Dana
Stabenow
Home: homer AK
Body of Work:
The Kate Shugak
novels, the Liam Campbell novels, Blindfold Game, Prepared for
Rage(thrillers), the Star Svensdotter novels (science ﬁction),
and editor of crime ﬁction and fantasy anthologies
Awards:Edgar for best paperback original, A Cold Day for
Murder, 2007 Governor's Arts Award for Alaska Artist of the Year
Alaska YWCA Woman of Achievement
Little Known Fact: I’m a perfect human being.
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Secretary
Barbara Fister
Home: St. Peter MN
Body of Work: The Anni
Koskinen series, On Edge
Little Known Fact: When I
lived in Saudi Arabia, I was an
undocumented worker (a librarian without a work permit).

Treasurer
Kathy Wall
Home: hilton head SC
Body of Work:The Bay Tanner
mysteries and stand-alone titles
Awards: Islander’s Favorite
Author (2005, Pat Conroy ﬁnished third)
Little Known Fact: I really
wanted to be a ballerina, but I never got tall enough.

Chapter Liaison
Sandra Parshall
Home: McLean VA
Body of Work: The Rachel
Goddard mysteries
Awards: Agatha for Best
First Novel, The Heat of the
Moon
Little Known Fact: I am a
cat thief, twice over. on two occasions when I was younger,
my love of animals drove me to steal kittens from people who
were neglecting them. I kept one and found the other a
loving home. one was a white kitten I named Mary, who is
mentioned in Broken Places.

Publicity
Chair
Ellen Hart

Bookstore
Liaison
Jim Huang
Home: Mt. Vernon oh
Body of Work: Mystery
Muses: 100 Classics That
Inspire Today's Mystery Writers
and They Died in Vain:
Overlooked, Under Appreciated and Forgotten Mystery Novels.
Essays, articles and other contributions to various websites
and books.
Awards: Four Anthonys, two Agathas, two Macavites, and a
few others. I've been very fortunate; all awards are special.
Little Known Fact: I’m a big fan of the New York Giants.

Library Liaison
Mary Boone
Home: Bowling Green oh
Body of Work: I’m happy to be a reader,
and lucky that, as a librarian, I get paid to
turn readers on to books--especially those
by SinC members.
Little Known Fact: I wrote some really
bad short stories featuring the Beatles when I was in the
sixth grade.

Monitoring
Coordinator
Barbara Goffman
Home: herndon VA
Body of Work: Short stories
Awards: Agatha nominations
for “Murder at Sleuthfest” and
“The Worst Noel”
Little Known Fact: I won $30
at Bingo when I was four years old. Love Bingo!

Member-at-Large
Nancy Martin

Home: Minneapolis MN
Body of Work: The
Jane Lawless series and
the Sophie Greenway
series —26 titles
Awards: Five Lambda Literary Awards/Best Lesbian
Mystery, three Minnesota Book Awards/Best Popular Fiction,
three Golden Crown Literary Awards/Lesbian Mystery, the
2010 Trailblazer Award, given by the GCLS, Saints & Sinners
oﬃcial Literary Saint, Alice B. Readers Appreciation Medal
Little Known Fact: I love to listen to audio books and color.
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Home: Pittsburg PA
Body of Work: Among nearly 50
popular ﬁction books, I have written the Blackbird Sisters Mystery
series and the Roxy Abruzzo series.
Awards: Romantic Times lifetime
achievement and best ﬁrst mystery. Agatha nominee.
Little Known Fact: I’ve been writing and publishing for 30
years, have had 10 editors, three agents, and ﬁve publishers.
And still, I learn something about writing and our business
every day.
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Brieﬂy…from Beth
Board Nominees - Cont’d. from p. 14
Member-atLarge
Val McDermid

Immediate Past
President
Marcia Talley

Home: North of England
Body of Work: The Lindsay
Gordon, Kate Brannigan, and
the Tony hill and Carol Jordan
series, stand-alone novels,
numerous short stories, and A Suitable Job for a Woman
Awards: CWA Cartier Diamond Dagger 2010 in recognition of
more than 20 years’ work, numerous Gold Daggers, two
Edgars, two Anthonys, The New York Times’ Notable Book of
the Year, Macavity, Lambda, Dilys, Scotland Magazine’s Icon of
Scotland, Sherlock, Barry, and many others.
Little Known Fact:Report for Murder was the ﬁrst novel with
a lesbian protagonist oﬃcially published in Russia.

Home: Annapolis MD
Body of Work: The hannah
Ives series and short stories
Awards: Malice Domestic
grant, Romantic Times Best
Contemporary Mystery, Agatha Award, Anthony Award, Arts
Council of Anne Arundel County (Literary Merit)
Little Known Fact: I spend three months of each year living
on an antique sailboat in the Bahamas with a husband who
loves to sail and a cat that doesn't.

Annual SinC Bouchercon
Gathering/Business Meeting
SinC will partner with the Northern California
Chapter for a program at the Bouchercon
welcoming ceremony on Thursday. All
Bouchercon participants are welcome.

Publisher Alley
Publisher Alley, an online tool for in-depth
analysis of book sales, is available to members for the discounted rate of $29 annually. Go to wwww.sistersincrime.org. On
the left toolbar, under “Members Only,”
choose “Publisher Alley.”

Need user name or password?
The new SinC website issued user names
and passwords on September 1, 2009.
Many beneﬁts of your SinC membership are
posted to the “Members Only” section of
www.sistersincrime.org. Please contact me
at sistersincrime@juno.com if you need
your user name and password. You may
also request it on the web site.

SinC History + Future = Membership

A

t the ﬁrst-ever conference on Women
in the Mystery, put together by bj Rahn
at Hunter College in March 1986, Sara
Paretsky emerged as the future founding
mother of Sisters in Crime when she spoke on
the growing use of graphic sadism against
women in mysteries.The rising tide of activism
among women mystery writers was boosted by
Phyllis Whitney’s famous letter to Mystery
Writers of America, pointing out that women
authors weren’t being nominated for awards.
Sara said,“I convened the initial meeting of
interested women at the Baltimore Bouchercon
in october 1986.” At that meeting, she noted

that books by women mystery writers also
weren’t being reviewed at a percentage equal to
their participation in the ﬁeld.
Later, at the annual edgars Week in 1987, interested women convened at Sandra Scoppettone’s SoHo loft for breakfast, to meet each
other and to discuss the situation. There, they
formed Sisters in Crime. Initial steering committee members were Charlotte MacLeod,
Kate Mattes, Betty Francis, dorothy Salisbury
davis, Sara Paretsky, Nancy Pickard, and Susan
dunlap. Plans for a newsletter began. Information on publicizing books was put together.
The review project was under consideration.

And the mission statement was formalized:
Sisters in Crime is committed to helping women
who write, review, buy, or sell crime ﬁction. Our
ultimate goal is to become a service organization
to address issues of concern to everyone involved
in the mystery ﬁeld.
Now, a new committee for membership is being
formed. Sisters in Crime needs twelve good
women to work on membership across the
country. do you have ideas or tips that will help
us increase our membership? Please send Beth
a note at sistersincrime@juno.com offering to
help on this important project.

Sisters in Crime Board of Directors Ballot 2010–11
deadline for Receipt—october 10, 2010
Check boxes to vote for each candidate. You must vote for all oﬃces, including the At Large positions.
Mail your completed ballot to Sisters in Crime, Po Box 442124, Lawrence KS 66044-8933.
❑ President - Cathy Pickens
❑ Treasurer - Kathy Wall (appt’d. position)
❑ Bookstore Liaison - Jim Huang
❑ At Large - Nancy Martin
❑ executive Secretary- Beth Wasson
Signature
Printed Name

❑ vice President - dana Stabenow
❑ Chapter Liaison - Sandra Parshall
❑ Library Liaison - Mary Boone
❑ At Large - val Mcdermid

❑ Secretary - Barbara Fister
❑ Publicity - ellen Hart
❑ Monitoring Coordinator - Barbara Goﬀman
❑ Past President - Marcia Talley

We Love Libraries!

E

ntries are still pouring in for the We Love Libraries! lottery, but there’s still time
to get your favorite library entered. Remember, just go to the Sisters in Crime
website at www.sistersincrime.org. The link to the We Love Libraries! lottery is
in the ﬁrst paragraph.
Marylee Woods, president of SinC-Iowa reported
on her experience delivering the $1000 check to
the Cresco Public Library on June 21. “The drive
to Cresco was great fun. The town is located in a
lovely part of northeast Iowa and the library is
clearly a central gathering place for the community. It's a beautiful building and the staff was
both gracious and knowledgeable. don't you just
love the sculpture in front of the library? That
was me (and I imagine many of our SinC members) summertime with a book, a cat, and time
to read. Who could ask for more?”

Cresco Public Library staff members Carmen Buss,
Arla Kafka, and Hanna Gamez are all smiles after
receiving the $1000 check from the SinC We Love
Libraries! Lottery.

The Docket
by Patricia Gulley
Glynn Marsh Alam, Tide Water Talisman,
Avocet, September
Lisa Bork, For Richer, for Danger, Midnight
Ink, September
Irene Bennett Brown, Where Gable Slept,
Riveredge Books, August
Keri Clark, “I'll Sleep When I’m dead,”
Sniplits, June
Nancy J. Cohen, Silver Serenade, The Wild
Rose Press, July

ellen Hart received Trailblazer Award (career
achievement award for writing) at Golden
Crown Literary Con
L. C. Hayden, When Death Intervenes, Five
Star, May
Norma Tadlock Johnson, Hazards of the
Game, Five Star, August,
H. d. Kirkpatrick, Alienation of Affection,
Catawba Publishing, May

Hannah Reed, Buzz Off, Berkley Prime Time,
September
Shirley Rousseau Murphy, Cat Coming Home,
Morrow Avon, october
L.J. Sellers, Thrilled to Death, echelon Press,
August
Connie Shelton, Gossip Can Be Murder,
Secret Staircase Books, June
Jeanne C. Stein Chosen, Ace Books, August

esther Luttrell, Murder in the Movies,
Harlequin, September

Peter Stekel, Final Flight, Wilderness Press,
September

Mary Jane Maﬃni, Closet Conﬁdential,
Berkley Prime Crime, July

eleanor Sullivan, Deadly Diversion,
Worldwide Mystery, June

evan Marshall, City in Shadow, Severn
House, october

Marcia Talley, All Things Undying, Severn
House, August

Kate Fellowes, “A Poisonous Plan,” Woman’s
World, June 7

Annette Meyers, “The villain's villanelle”
(poem), Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine,
August

Amanda Flower, Maid of Murder, Five Star,
June

Judith o’Sullivan, “destination Hell,” Deadly
Ink Short Stories, deadly Ink Press, June

elizabeth Zelvin, “The Silkie,” Dark Valentine,
June; "The Green Cross" Ellery Queen's
Mystery Magazine; “dress To die,” Beat to
A Pulp, August; “The Saxon Hoard,”
Mysterical-E, Fall

Kaye George, “Shipwreck,” Dark Valentine,
September

Katherine Hall Page, Have Faith in Your
Kitchen, orchises Press, September

Robin Harlick’s Arctic Blue Death, nomination, Canada's Arthur ellis Award—Best
Novel

Ann Parker's Leaden Skies, ﬁnalist for
Colorado Book Award, Genre Fiction

Sharon Love Cook, A Nose for Hanky Panky,
Mainly Murder Press, September
Jamie Cortland, AKA Weslynn McCallister,
Never Trust a Stranger, Publish America,
April
Sharon ervin Candlesticks, Five Star, June
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Material for ThE DoCKET should be sent to
Patricia Gulley
weyrcottage@yahoo.com
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