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What Appeals to Readers?
by Frankie Y. Bailey

E

ver wonder if there is more you could
do to connect with readers? This year,
the SinC Summit Team (Frankie
Bailey, Mary Boone, Barbara Fister, Nancy
Martin, Cathy Pickens, and Molly Weston)
went to New Orleans to attend the annual
American Library Association (ALA)
summer conference.
The schedule was jam-packed from Thursday
night through Monday afternoon. We met at
breakfasts, lunches, and dinners and throughout the days. Even on Saturday, we talked
with folks while juggling appearances at the
Poptop Stage for “Mystery Day” (see Rosemary Harris’ report on page 11) and taking
turns in the SinC booth (see Mary Boone’s
report on page 10).
We asked librarians and publishing industry
experts to tell us how authors can be more
effective in getting their books into readers’
hands. In our forthcoming summit report,
we will share what we learned—insider
industry information about book publishing
and distribution and secrets that only librarians could tell us about how to be more effective authors.
We interviewed “rock star” librarians and
scholars who are experts on how readers ﬁnd
books. We invited librarians who work in
public libraries to participate in focus groups
and tell us about the acquisitions process and
event programming. We talked to book
reviewers from Library Journal, the president
of Poisoned Pen Press, the founder of Library
Thing, and the public relations manager from
OverDrive. We roamed the show ﬂoor and

talked to publishing company reps. In our
report, we’ll tell you what they told us about:
• Why reviews matter (or how your book
gets to library shelves)
• How to create a web site that works (for
both readers and librarians),
• Why going it alone isn’t always best (or
why librarians prefer panels),
• How to be a great discussion group guest
(and leave at the right moment),
• Why (and how) authors can make smart
use of social media,
• Where to go to interact with readers (and
when being a fellow reader is better than
being an author in marketing mode),
• Why librarians say the word to remember
is “appeal” (and how you can use that concept to help readers who will like your
work ﬁnd your books).
We’ll cover all of this and more in our report.
For example, we’ll provide you with the list
the librarians gave us of what every author
should have on her web site. You may have
the basics like a bio and a photograph, but
do you know the one thing that both readers
and librarians would like to ﬁnd there? (Hint:
It’s something they can print and use when
they’re trying to ﬁgure what book comes ﬁrst
in your series).
We’ll also tell you about the “reader’s advisory” training that librarians receive so that
they can help a reader ﬁnd a book that he or
she will love. You may have heard about
“readalike” lists, but do you know about “readaround” lists, displays, and programming?
Telling readers that they will like your book
if they like another author’s is helpful, but
providing readers and librarians with ways
to explore the setting and themes of your
book can reap even more beneﬁts.
Are you a YA author? We have something for
you, too. We talked to a group of librarians
about books for young adults. We found out
what draws young readers to a book and how

they differ from adult readers. They told us
why young readers like series and the role
that covers play in their choices. They told us
why authors should think “interactive” when
trying to connect with young adult readers.
One of our questions was whether social
media have changed how readers ﬁnd
authors. Are there generational differences
in how readers use social media? What we
came away with is another concept you
should know—“aﬃnity.” We’ll tell you more
about that in our report.

Librarians were animated when
sharing ideas with the team.

We’ll also tell you what we learned about publishing, digital technology, and social networks for bibliophiles.
And you’ll be hearing more from us about
what we learned about how SinC can better
serve writers—about how we intend to help
you connect with librarians and readers. So
stay tuned.
Frankie Y. Bailey is a criminal justice professor. Her
non-ﬁction books include African American
Mystery Writers: A Historical and Thematic Study
and Wicked Albany: Lawlessness and Liquor in
the Prohibition Era. Frankie is the vice president
of SinC. Her ﬁfth Lizzie Stuart, Forty Acres and a
Soggy Grave, was released in July. She recently
completed the ﬁrst book in a near-future police
procedural series set in Albany.
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Deadlines & Submissions
• Deadline for articles for the December issue
of inSinC is October 15.
• Include name, email and mailing address, and
phone number with submissions.
• Send columns, articles, high-res photos, ideas,
praise, and story ideas via email to
Molly Weston
mysteryheel@mac.com
919.362.1436
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Legend
In 2008, the board of directors of Sisters in Crime implemented a new strategic
plan. Three goals emerged from this plan: inSinC articles will be marked with
icons to represent the appropriate goal.
Advocacy, monitoring, and reporting

Docket
• Members’ publications since this edition will
be listed in THE DOCkET. Include publication
dates when submitting.
• Honors, awards and events of great “pith and
moment” should be submitted as short,
separate notices without publicity/promotion
of individual members.
• Material for THE DOCkET is due October 10,
and should be sent to
Patricia Gulley
weyrcottage@yahoo.com

Professional education and career development
Membership growth, networking, and forums for members
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Cathy Speaks

M

ost of the summer, I hid inside from
heat and bad air quality. All I needed
was the ankle bracelet to really feel
like I was on house arrest. But it was a great
opportunity to read!
For several days at the end of june, the Summit
Team ventured out to visit the American
Library Association conference in New
Orleans, introducing SinC to librarians, book
reviewers, publishers, publishers reps, technology gurus, and others, to learn how all
those people help readers ﬁnd books. Both
readers and writers will ﬁnd plenty of interest
in that report.

Coalition, the international rights organization
that distributes non-title-speciﬁc copyright
revenues to arts organizations to beneﬁt
artists/writers) to develop new educational
opportunities for writers.

The other big news, which I hope is old news
for you now, is that the IRS granted SinC taxexempt status. We are now exempt as a
501(c)(6) organization—a business league, not
a charity. This has kept Beth Wasson, kathy
Wall, and others busy ﬁling amended returns.
Please remember to thank them for this overand-above effort.

One of those educational opportunities is the
SinC into Great Writing Workshop on the
Wednesday before Bouchercon begins in St.
Louis. Marcia Talley has planned an event
chock-full of practical information on technology and selling your books. The emphasis
is on practical advice, from an array of presenters. And the $50 registration fee is a real bargain (see “Beth’s Bits,” page 7).

The tax-exempt status has allowed the board
to begin exploring how to use the extra funds
(mostly from our participation in Authors

SinC’s educational opportunities also include
deeply discounted registration for members to
attend the Writers Police Academy at Guilford

Technical Community College in jamestown
NC, on September 23-25 (see “Conferences,

page 10). The lineup of speakers and events
will show writers and crime ﬁction fans the
real world of law enforcement, from taking
crime scene photographs to learning with a
driving simulator to gathering ﬁngerprint evidence. At $100 for SinC members, this, too, is
an incredible bargain.
Now that September has arrived—and with it
some bearable temperatures and a chance to
leave the house—here’s hoping you ﬁnd something among SinC’s offerings to interest you.
And here’s hoping you have plenty of new
crime ﬁction by your favorite SinC authors to
carry you into the fall!
Happy reading!
— Cathy

Editor’s Note
by Molly Weston

L

ike Cathy said, it’s been too hot here in
North Carolina to do anything much but
read. Of course, for me, that’s sort of like
throwing B’rer Rabbit in the Briar Patch. If the
heat weren’t enough, our TV’s audio went out
for a while and I read six books during one
weekend!
Exciting things are happening with SinC these
days, and I’m delighted to be part of them. It
was great being part of the Summit Team and
attending ALA in New Orleans. Before anyone
starts envying the good life too much, let me
assure you: All the members worked hard
while there and just as hard afterwards on the
report. Please read—and study—it.
It’s always good to get information from
experts—Leslie Budewitz’s and katherine
inSinC

Ramsland’s articles are not only helpful, but
interesting. I was delighted when Andy
MacRae proposed something from his own
area of expertise, the Internet. His “Internet
Detection” article (page 6) can lend a helping
hand with geek speak.
I’ve been stashing away some great ideas
(many suggested by Nancy Martin, who never
runs out of them!) for interviews for upcoming
issues. I’d love to hear from some volunteers
who would be interested in writing some of
them. No, I won’t give you a clue about them
until you offer, but I guarantee they’ll be great
opportunities!
I know kathie Felix would be delighted to
receive offers for the SinC blog, too. Share
your ideas with her at KathieFelix@aol.com .
September 2011

I hope to see many of you in St. Louis at
Bouchercon. If we haven’t met, please stop me
and let’s chat.
Till next time…
—Molly

Chapter Highlights
Scarlet Letters

Internet Chapter: SinC into
Cyberspace

www.sincne.org

www.sinc-ic.org
You may not have realized that Sisters in Crime
has an Internet chapter; however, we do! Further, it fulﬁlls many vital purposes that no local
chapter can achieve. The Internet chapter exists
(in cyberspace, of course)
• To offer support, information, activities,
interviews, resources, and interaction for all
those who live where there are no local chapters,
• For those who are unable to attend meetings
because of illness or bad weather, and
• For members of local SinC chapters who
want a “SinC supplement” between their local
chapter meetings. We exist for some, not as a
replacement for their local chapter, but as an
addition to it.
In june, we launched our new-and-improved
web site. We will also be available on Facebook
and Twitter. On the web site we plan to include
• Guest interviews (authors, agents, editors,
experts, booksellers)
• Monthly member proﬁles,
• Critique groups,
• Guest blogs,
• Weekly activities and tips,
• Announcements of soon-to-be-published
books by our members,
• A calendar of upcoming events,
• A resource library,
• Links to booksellers, and
• Information on how to join. Dues are $15 per
year.
In an audacious appeal for aid—we do need
your help. Please consider offering yourself as
a potential interviewee, blogger, expert, or participant for our Internet chapter. Since we exist
in cyberspace, you don’t need to leave the comfort of your home to render assistance and
encouragement!
Email nan.harrington@gmail.com for more
information.

SinC-ne President Sheila Connolly introduces
Beach Reads panel members Susan Santangelo,
Sarah Smith, Barbara Ross, and Leslie Wheeler.
inSinC

The Guppies
www.sinc-guppies.org
The Guppies held elections in june and one
appointed individual stepped down to concentrate on her own life. The Steering Committee,
as of july 1st:
President, kaye George
Treasurer, karen Duxbury
Membership, Helen Sandoval
Web Site Liaison, jim jackson
Newsletter Editor, Susan Evans
Discussion List Mistress, Teresa Inge
Guppy Advisor (our term for immediate
past president), kim Striker
Members at Large (1 per 100 members),
E.B. Davis
Susan Schreyer
k.B. Inglee
Melissa Emerald
We’re looking forward to our second short story
anthology, more online classes, and online
camaraderie for writers trying to make it.

Sisters in Crime New England’s busy year continues. In july, we had two successful Beach
Reads events—one on Cape Cod and the other
in Bar Harbor ME. Beach Reads is an event
we’ve held in different locations for the last
three years. A panel of members recommends
books by other authors they’ll be reading on
the beach this summer. These events are always
standing room only and run in conjunction
with local independent bookstores that stock
both the recommended books and books by
members of the panel.
Coming up, we have a gala luncheon planned
for September 24 to celebrate SinC’s 25th birthday. In addition to honoring SinC National’s
birth, we’re honoring some of our own founding mothers and local authors.
In November comes The New England Crime
Bake, the conference we co-sponsor annually
with Mystery Writers of America’s New England chapter. We’re looking forward to hearing
from Guests of Honor Nancy Pickard and
Barry Eisler. Crime Bake sold out in less than
a month this year, but we’re still taking names
for the waiting list at www.crimebake.org .

Sinc into Great Writing!
Mapping the New World of Publishing—
Or, How to Succeed in a Business That’s Really Trying

T

here are just a few days (and a few
seats) le! Sisters in Crime will hold
the annual SinC into Great Writing!
workshop on Wednesday, September 14,
2011, one day prior to the start of Spirits
of St. Louis Bouchercon.
We included information about our featured speakers in the june issue of inSinC,
but in case you’ve forgotten:
keynote speaker is David Wilk, CEO of
Booktrix, “Planning for a Long Career in
a Changing Industry.” Dinner speaker:
Meg Gardiner, Edgar-winning author,
“Lying for a Living.” The after-dinner
panel, “Brazen Hussies Speak Out: Marketing Your Novel in an Electronic World”
is Libby jordan, director of publicity,
Open Road Media; Gina Panittieri, president, Talcott Notch Literary and Debbi
Mack, New York Times bestselling e-book
author.
We now have the full lineup of SinC luminaries who will round out the workshop.
The afternoon topics should offer something for everyone!

Wilk
Gardiner

Panittieri

Traditional, Small Press, Self Publishing,
E-books, or …? Making the Decision That’s
Right For You
—Libby Fischer Hellmann
Everything You Need to Know About
Getting Your Book Into (or Back In) Print,
and Were Dying to Ask
—Cathy Pickens and jim Huang
Look, Ma! I’ve Been Kindled: A Step-byStep Guide to E-book Publication
—Marcia Talley and Ellen Hart
Sisters in Crime has discounted the workshop as a beneﬁt for its members. The
cost for the entire day including dinner is
just $50. The charge for non-members is
$150, so it’s a great time to join Sisters in
Crime and save money!
Bring a notebook and/or your laptop!
inSinC

Jordan
Mack

Sinc into Great Writing!
Mapping the New World of Publishing—Or, How to Succeed
in a Business That’s Really Trying
Wednesday, September 14, 2011 u 1:00 - 9:00 PM
Holiday Inn Select u St. Louis MO
$50 for SinC members u $150 for nonmembers.
Includes welcoming coffee, mid-afternoon snack break, cash bar and dinner.
Special dietary requests will be honored.
Keynote Speaker David Wilk, CEO Booktrix, “Planning for a Long Career in a
Changing Industry”
Dinner Speaker Meg Gardiner, bestselling author, “Lying for a Living”
Register online at tinyurl.com/6l4x44j
September 2011
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Internet Detection
by Andrew MacRae

H

ave you ever wondered how hackers
are tracked on the Internet? More to
the point, have you ever wanted to use
such a scene in a story but didn’t because you
don’t know how it’s done?
This guide will provide you with a cursory
knowledge of the tools, techniques, and vocabulary used by network engineers in tracking
hackers that, when used in a story or novel,
will convey a sense of verisimilitude.
Note that the commands described below are
text-based because that’s how any self-respecting network engineer uses them. There are
web-based versions, but using that method
risks being identiﬁed as a “script kiddie,” someone who uses networking tools but lacks an
understanding of how they work.
Also note that these commands are always
typed in lowercase and won’t work if the ﬁrst
letter is capitalized. That’s an important point
for a writer as most word processing programs
automatically capitalize the ﬁrst character in a
sentence; and, if you leave it that way you will
be inviting caustic comments from readers who
know better. Conversely (and perversely?)
“Internet” is always spelled with a capital “I.”
Let’s go through a few scenarios in which some
standard commands are used.

Sally, our intrepid protagonist is working with
her computer geek buddy, josh. They are trying
to ﬁgure out who is cracking into a client’s computer and stealing trade secrets. using log data
from their client’s server they ﬁnd the IP
address, the unique Internet number assigned
to the computer used in the attack.
Having discovered the IP address of the hacker’s
computer, Sally and josh are waiting—on a virtual stakeout as it were—for the suspect to ﬁre
up his computer and go online. As soon as he
does, they’ll try to track him. But—how can
they tell when the computer is online?

ping and traceroute
A basic tool in the network detective’s toolkit is
ping. It gets its name from the sound underwater sonar makes when tracking ships and
submarines. (Think of Clark Gable and Burt
Lancaster in Run Silent, Run Deep.) The ping
command tells you if a particular computer is
online and connected to the Internet. Type
“ping www.yahoo.com” into a terminal or
inSinC

command window and a series of Internet
pings will be sent to the web server at Yahoo
and echoed back showing that the Yahoo
server is on line.
Sally eyed the clock. It was getting late. “See if
you can ping him now.”
Josh typed the command, ping 64.62.200.74 and
hit the enter key. “Okay, here it goes.”
As Sally leaned over his shoulder to eye the display, a series of text messages displayed. Sally
slapped Josh on the back, “We’ve got him!”
As the adventure continues, Sally and josh wonder where their mysterious adversary is. Is he
in the same city, same state, or even in the same
country? The traceroute (or tracert on a PC)
can give you an idea as to where a computer is
by listing the many Internet switches and
routers between you and the other machine.
Because those between devices are usually
named with a city or other geographic location
you can often get an idea of the city, state, and
other location details for the target machine.
Josh rubbed his chin. “Those ping times are really
short. I wonder if X is nearby. Let me run a
traceroute on that address.” Josh typed a few
commands, then studied the screen. Sally looked
up at Josh’s next words.
“Uh oh. I think we’re in trouble.”
“Why? What’s the matter?”
Josh pointed at the screen. “According to this
traceroute, X is somewhere in this building!”

nslookup and whois
Leaving Sally and josh to their adventure, let’s
look at two more commands used to track
Internet information. The ﬁrst is nslookup.
When used with the name of a computer, such
as www.yahoo.com, it displays the IP address
assigned (72.30.2.43).
IP addresses are assigned in blocks, which can
be very helpful. For example, if an IP address

begins with “24,” you can be sure the computer
is connected to the Internet using a cable
modem from Comcast. Major ISPs and large
corporations can be identiﬁed this way. Experienced network engineers can recognize many
major IP blocks and their owners. Those less
experienced can use the whois command
described below to ﬁnd this information.

nslookup can also be used to report the name
of the mail server to which incoming email is
delivered. That tells a lot about where and how
the email is being stored. Also, if email is being
sent from an email address whose mail server
does not match the one reported by nslookup,
it could be a sign the email is a forgery.
While fog swirled around the street lamps outside
his ﬂat in the fashionable Mayfair District of
London, Sir Jonas Quimby sat at his Regency
desk and stared at the ﬂickering computer screen.
He scowled as he compared the MX record to the
IP address from which the damning email had
been sent. Suddenly, he struck the desk with his
ﬁst, causing the cut-glass tumbler of whiskey to
dance. “Aha! This proves Lady Agatha did not
send that email!”

whois
Every Internet domain (e.g., mycompany.com)
has a whois record which is displayed with the
whois command. At a minimum, whois displays the name of the registrar (the company
through which the domain was registered), the
date the domain was registered, when it was
last updated, and the registration’s expiration
date. Also displayed are the DNS servers, the
machines that report the IP address information for that particular domain.
usually whois will display the name, address,
email address, and telephone number of the
person, company, or organization who registered the domain—unless the registrant has
paid extra to keep it hidden. Of course, that is
dependent upon the employees of the registrar
honoring that privacy.

See “Internet,” p. 11
September 2011
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Beth’s Bits

T

here’s always a lot happening in Sisters in Crime, but things are really
popping now. Some of these events are featured elsewhere in this
issue, but others are in progress everywhere.

Sisters in Crime’s
25th Birthday Bash!
What? When? Where? How?
• Crime Breakfast at Bouchercon in St. Louis
Friday, September 16, 2011, 7:30 AM
• The Roberts Mayfair—A Wyndham Hotel
(closest to Renaissance Grand) right out the
front door of the Renaissance St. Louis Grand
—the room name will be sent and posted to
the SinC web site by September 9, 2011.
• A full, plated breakfast will be served.
• $25 for SinC Members
$45 for non members—guests are welcome
• Sign up on www.SistersInCrime.org (you
will need your username and password) or
send your check for $25 to:
Sisters in Crime
PO Box 442124
Lawrence kS 66044

Writers’ Police Academy
Jamestown NC • September 23–25
If you didn’t note this somewhere earlier in this
issue, Sisters in Crime members will be able to
register for this conference for just $100—that’s
a 65% savings! There’s even a link on the site
(www.writerspoliceacademy.com) to join
SinC if you want to refer a friend.

New SinC Membership
Categories
The Sisters in Crime Board of Directors has
voted to establish new membership categories
for the organization. The idea was hatched by
the SinC Membership Committee and proposed to the Board of Directors. The
Membership Committee (Elaine Sparber, Beth
Groundwater, Molly Weston, Marion Hill,
Beth Wasson, and Lisa jackson) proposed the
new categories as a way to offer members a
new beneﬁt designed to save both time and
money.

• Send your email address with your reservation and you will receive a receipt from SinC.

The new membership categories will be available October 1, 2011.

• Deadline for reservations by mail:
September 9, 2011, in Lawrence kS
Deadline for online reservations:
September 12, 2011

• Lifetime Membership of $350–$400 may be
paid in two installments of $200. A unique
Sisters in Crime gift will be sent to all lifetime
members.

• Your name will be on the reservation list at
the door.

• Two-Year Membership—offered to members as a convenience—each member may
choose to be an Active Member for two
years for $70 or a Professional Member for
two years for $80.

Sisters in Crime 2011-2012
Board of Directors Election
Procedures
All Sinc professional members should have
received a 2011–2012 Board of Directors
Election ballot. Ballots were sent to members
by email, if an email address is available, and
by mail to the members who don’t use email.
You still have time to return your ballot by
email or mail. Deadline: September 9, 2011.

inSinC

Sisters in Crime thanks the Membership Committee for their contribution to the organization.
The Membership Committee is an ongoing
committee working on new member outreach,
new member mentoring, and editor/agent outreach. The committee is open to new members.
Please sign up on www.SistersInCrime.org
under Volunteer Opportunities.

September 2011

Courtesy Lawrence Magazine

by Beth Wasson

Sinc into Great Writing!
Mapping the New World of
Publishing—Or, How to Succeed
in a Business That’s Really Trying
• Wednesday, September
1:00 - 9:00 PM

14,

2011

• Holiday Inn Select, St. Louis MO
• $50 for SinC members
• $150 for nonmembers
• Includes welcoming coffee, mid-afternoon
snack break, cash bar, and dinner.
• Special dietary requests will be honored.
• Registration online only tinyurl.com/6l4x44j
• See more details on page 5.

25th Anniversary Celebration
Don’t forget to let us hear about your chapter’s
plans for the celebration. Not only would we
like to share the ideas with others, SinC
national can help. If you need banners, grant
funding, bookmarks, membership brochures,
let me know a month in advance of the event.
Contact me at SistersInCrime@juno.com .

Forgot your username?
Are you not experiencing the full beneﬁts of
the SinC web site because you’ve forgotten your
username or password? If so, just drop me a
note at SistersInCrime@juno.com .
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SinC Board Nominees

B

eing a member of the SinC board is
both an honor and a responsibility.
Board members spend almost a full
day at each of two conferences (Bouchercon
and Malice Domestic) in meetings where
they usually volunteer for at least one task
integral to SinC’s operation. Further, they are
called on for many duties not necessarily
explained to them when they’re asked to
serve. These members have agreed to serve
upon election.
In addition to the nominees for board members, the Nominating Committee (Marcia Talley, Cathy Pickens, Ellen Hart) suggests a slate
of oﬃcers for the coming year. Brief crimewriting-related biographies of these nominees
are below.
This year’s ballots will be emailed to members.
They should be returned to Beth Wasson at
sistersincrime@juno.com by September 9.

President
Frankie Bailey
Home: Albany Ny
Body of Work: The Lizzie
Stuart mystery series, a short
story, and lots of nonﬁction.
Awards: Macavity for
Nonﬁction; George N. Dove
Award
Little Known Fact: I've been a Georgette Heyer fan since I
was a teenager. I still live in hope that I will be zapped back in
time and ﬁnd myself whirling around the ballroom at
Almack's. A round-trip ticket, of course. And one evening only.

Bookstore
Liaison
Sally Brewster

Secretary
Barbara Fister
Home: St. Peter MN
Body of Work: The Anni
Koskinen series, On Edge
Little Known Fact: When I
lived in Saudi Arabia, I was an
undocumented worker (a librarian without a work permit).

Treasurer
Kathy Wall
Home: Hilton Head SC
Body of Work: The Bay
Tanner mysteries and standalone titles
Awards: Islander’s Favorite
Author (2005, Pat Conroy ﬁnished third)
Little Known Fact: I really wanted to be a ballerina, but I
never got tall enough.

Home: Charlotte NC
Body of Work: Owner of
Park Road Books, Charlotte,
past president of Southeastern Independent Booksellers
Association (SIBA).
Little Known Fact: I practice balintawak (Filipino stick
ﬁghting).

Library Liaison
Mary Boone
Home: Bowling Green OH
Body of Work: I’m happy to be
a reader and lucky that, as a
librarian, I get paid to turn readers on to books--especially
those by SinC members.
Little Known Fact: I wrote
some really bad short stories featuring the Beatles when I
was in the sixth grade.

Chapter Liaison
Martha Reed
Home: Pittsburgh PA
Body of Work: Short stories in Pearl, Spinetingler,
and Mysterical-E. Currently
developing a Nantucket
series.
Little Known Fact: I won
the "Most Beautiful Hat" contest at Malice xx with my entry
"Black and White and Read All Over.”

Vice President
Hank Phillippi
Ryan

Publicity Chair
Stefanie Pintoff

Home: Boston MA
Body of Work: The Charlotte
McNally series, The Other
Woman (2012)
Awards:Several Agatha,
Anthony, Macavity awards for
crime ﬁction; 27 Emmys and 10 Edward R. Murrow awards for
investigative reporting.
Little Known Fact: I can make a DQ ice cream cone with a
curl on top and have read the entire Indiana Code of Laws
aloud.

Home: New york Ny
Body of Work: The Simon
Ziele detective series, The
Final Option (2013)
Awards: Edgar for Best
First Novel, Washington
Irving Book Prize, Mystery
Writers Of America/St. Martin’s Minotaur Best First
Crime Novel
Little Known Fact: A former president wrote to me after I
published my ﬁrst novel; his letter is framed above my desk.

Monitoring
Coordinator
Barbara Goffman
Home: Herndon VA
Body of Work: Short stories
Awards: Agatha nominations
for “Murder at Sleuthfest” and
“The Worst Noel”
Little Known Fact: I won
$30 at Bingo when I was four years old. Love Bingo!

Member-at-Large
Ellen Hart
Home: Minneapolis MN
Body of Work: The Jane
Lawless series and the Sophie
Greenway series —26 titles
Awards: Five Lambda Literary
Awards/Best Lesbian Mystery, three Minnesota Book
Awards/Best Popular Fiction, three Golden Crown Literary
Awards/Lesbian Mystery, the 2010 Trailblazer Award, given
by the GCLS, Saints & Sinners Oﬃcial Literary Saint, Alice B.
Readers Appreciation Medal
Little Known Fact: I love to listen to audio books and color.

See “Board Nominees,” p. 9
inSinC
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Board Nominees - Cont’d. from p. 8
Member-atLarge
Val McDermid

Immediate Past
President
Cathy Pickens

Home: North of England
Body of Work: The Lindsay
Gordon, Kate Brannigan, and
the Tony Hill and Carol Jordan
series, stand-alone novels,
numerous short stories, and A Suitable Job for a Woman
Awards: CWA Cartier Diamond Dagger 2010 in recognition of
more than 20 years’ work, numerous Gold Daggers, two
Edgars, two Anthonys, The New York Times’ Notable Book of
the year, Macavity, Lambda, Dilys, Scotland Magazine’s Icon of
Scotland, Sherlock, Barry, and many others.
Little Known Fact:Report for Murder was the ﬁrst novel with
a lesbian protagonist oﬃcially published in Russia.

Home: Charlotte NC
Body of Work: Southern
Fried”series and Charleston
Mysteries
Awards: St. Martin’s Malice
Domestic Award for Best New Traditional Mystery
Little Known Fact: I once was an award-winning clogger
(Southern Appalachian square dancing) before I tore my
knee (or got too old ...).

Taking Full Advantage

O

kay, you’ve joined Sisters in Crime.
Now what? Do you know—and take
advantage of—all your member beneﬁts? Do you know how to enlist others into this
great organization?
just think about what SinC offers its members:
• Networking and mentoring
• Local chapters offering unique professional
development opportunities including workshops, meetings, and events.
• An Internet-based chapter for general networking and professional development
• A special-interest Internet-based chapter, The
Guppies, offering support and critique groups
for unpublished writers.
• Special programs for libraries
• SinC Links and SinC Links/Ebook Edition—
monthly email reports providing links to
industry news
• The SinC listserv online discussion board featuring “Mentor Mondays” with special guests
• inSinC, the quarterly news bulletin
• The SinC blog featuring news of interest to
the crime ﬁction community
• Custom author searches to titles by SinC
authors via WorldCat, a global catalog of
library collections
inSinC

• Annual Summit Reports such as this year’s
based on SinC attendance at ALA
• First access to SinC publications such as
Breaking and Entering: The Road to Success
and Shameless Promotion for Brazen Hussies
• Opportunities for individual author participation when SinC is involved in national and
regional book events, mystery conferences,
and festivals
• Member discounts for SinC-sponsored
workshops and events such as Writers’ Police
Academy and Bouchercon’s Crime Breakfast

The Mystery Book Consumer in the
Digital Age
This year, Sisters in Crime released the results
of a study on the mystery book buyer. The
research, the ﬁrst of its kind, was designed to
provide SinC members with an overview of
the mystery/crime ﬁction book-buying landscape with information on who buys mystery
books, what they buy, where they buy their
books, and why they buy them. The full report
is available at www.sistersincrime.org/
associations/10614/ﬁles/ConsumerBuying
BookReport.pdf .
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We Love Libraries! Program
Since january of 2010, SinC has offered library
grants of $1,000 each month to be used for
book purchases. The grant recipients (uS
libraries only) are selected from applications
received online at www.sistersincrime.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=53 .
Have you asked your favorite librarians if
they’ve entered? All entries are held over,
libraries need to apply only once.

Social Networking
Yes, we have an active presence on three
favorite social network spots
• Blogger—sisters-in-crime-sinc.blogspot.com
• Facebook—facebook.com/SistersIn Crime
• Twitter—Twitter.com/sincnational

25th Anniversary Celebrations
These will be happening everywhere! Watch
for the announcements of special events and
birthday cake opportunities.
Don’t forget to send your event announcements
to Molly at mysteryheel@mac.com for publication in inSinC. Please put “SinC Celebration”
in the subject line.
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SinC at ALA Annual
by Mary Boone

S

inC has hosted a booth at the American
Library Association Annual Conference’s
enormous exhibition hall for at 20 years.
In june, “Annual,” as librarians refer to it, was
held in New Orleans. More than 20,000 library
professionals and exhibitors descended on the
Big Easy to share knowledge and innovative
ideas, to see old friends and colleagues, and to
make new connections. As SinC’s library liaison, I’ve had the privilege of organizing the
booth for the last four years.

Each year, the booth attracts hundreds of ALA
veterans for whom the SinC booth is a muststop destination. Thanks to word-of-mouth
among attendees, ads, and the exhibitors’ directory, there are also many ﬁrst-time visitors. Lots
of visitors to the booth often return multiple
times during the conference while the exhibits
are open.
This year, for the ﬁrst time, we used an electronic lead retrieval system to help track the
numbers of visitors. Over the three days of the
conference, more than 575 attendees stopped
at the booth. This number doesn’t include the
many who were too busy chatting with our
author volunteers staﬃng the booth to let us
scan their conference badges or the many who
stopped by a second time to chat.

Also new this year, the booth featured a drawing for an Apple iPod Touch. Debbie Dillashaw,
from the Greenwood County Library in Greenwood SC was the winner. unfortunately, she
left the conference before the drawing so we
couldn’t record her delight in a photo.

SinC’s attraction
What brings those attendees back to the SinC
booth time and time again? It’s surely a combination of things. First and foremost, I think
it’s the personal connections they make with
our writer members working in the booth.
When a librarian meets a SinC author at ALA
and takes one of the author’s books back to her
library’s patrons, she will share the personal
connection made at ALA with scores of readers.
It’s impossible to buy that kind of brand loyalty.
Secondly, as librarians come to know more
about SinC, becoming members themselves,
they understand how much this organization
values libraries and their place in the communities they serve.

Volunteers
Organizing the booth could be overwhelming
were it not for the generosity of the scores of
SinC members who step up to help in a variety
of ways. I’ve mentioned our authors who work
in the booth itself. There are also many members who cannot attend ALA but send signed
books that we give away in daily raﬄes. A
record 70 books were donated this year, including one from a SinC member from Ireland.
Getting those books to the booth is no small
job. For several months prior to an ALA conference, a local volunteer provides space in her
home to receive the donated books and other
materials—such as membership brochures and
copies of the current inSinC—sent by Executive
Secretary Beth Wasson for us to give away.
There are also several librarian members who
help staff the booth. These volunteers can speak
directly to attendees about the beneﬁts they
and their libraries receive by belonging to Sisters
in Crime.

Mary Boone was delighted with the
number of visitors to the SinC booth!

itus, deserves special mention. Doris Ann not
only helped me learn the ropes when I succeeded her, she has continued enthusiastically
welcoming conference attendees to SinC’s
booth. She has been SinC’s chief ambassador
to ALA for nearly 10 years. Thank you, Doris
Ann!

And the beat goes on…
While ALA Annual in New Orleans is now a
memory, SinC will continue its outreach to
librarians through its presence at this conference and the biennial conference held by the
Public Library Association (PLA). In 2012, I’ll
once again be calling on members to help with
both of these conferences. PLA will be held in
the spring in Philadelphia, and ALA will be in
Anaheim next summer (see “Conferences and
Happenings, page 14). If you’d like to know
more about either of these events and how you
can become involved, email me at boonema@
oplin.org .
Mary Boone is a librarian at the Wood County District
Public Library in Bowling Green oH. She is on the SinC
board, serving as library liaison.

Among all SinC’s generous volunteers, Doris
Ann Norris, our oﬃcial Library Liaison Emer-

Greg Herren, Holli Castillo, and Libby Fischer
Hellmann take a shift at the SinC booth.
inSinC
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Mystery Day at ALA
by Rosemary Harris

I

f SinC loves libraries, then libraries and
librarians love us—and all mystery writers
—right back! For the third time in as many
ALA conference weekends, Saturday’s festivities included “Mystery Day at ALA.”
My ﬁrst ALA was in the 1980s when I was in
the video business marketing documentaries
and ﬁne arts programming to library systems
and the distributors who serviced them. Not
only were the shows great fun, the librarians
were interesting people who were good (and
paying) customers—not something I could say
about all of my video accounts.
When my debut novel was about to be
released, it was clear I had little to no control
over whether or not the chains and the big
box stores would carry my books, but I might
be able to have some inﬂuence in the library
market. So I went to every library show I could
reasonably attend—with my publisher, on my
own, with SinC, with MWA, and, occasionally,
as a volunteer.
Early last year when ALA’s exhibits manager,
with whom I’d become friends, asked if I could
put together a mystery panel. I thought about
it for two or three seconds before answering
“how many would you like?”
That summer we had 16 participants including
Agatha and Anthony Award-winners Donna
Andrews and Hank Phillippi Ryan. Since then,
close to 50 authors have participated on panels
and in one-on-one interviews—from joanne
Fluke and Meredith Cole to T. jefferson Parker
and Daniel Stashower. And the response from
ALA attendees has been overwhelming. Our
ﬂoor space has grown, as has our presence on
the ALA conference web site.

Rosemary Harris (right) interviews Karin Slaughter.

ALA New Orleans
This year, Saturday june 25 was “Mystery Day
at ALA.” Invited panelists included Amy
Alessio, Frankie Y. Bailey, Rhys Bowen, jane
Cleland, Barbara Fister, Steve Hamilton,
Carolyn Hart, Libby Fischer Hellmann, j.A.
jance, ken kuhlken, Nancy Martin, Cathy
Pickens, karin Slaughter, julie Smith, Elaine
Viets, Molly Weston, and me. unfortunately,
we couldn’t accommodate half a dozen other
great writers who were also available to join us.
(FYI, Mystery Day is neither a SinC nor an
MWA event, and membership in neither group
is required.) Panel topics included “Who Are
the New jane Marples?,” “Tough Guys,” “Laugh
or I’ll kill You,” “Attention to Detail,” and
“Mystery Chicks and Private Dicks”—but it
was all about writers and librarians connecting.
We held court all day long at the PopTop Stage
on the show ﬂoor, not far from the very busy

SinC booth manned by Mary Boone, Doris
Ann Norris, and a host of SinC members and
volunteers; together we created a mystery
neighborhood.
After their panels or interviews, the authors
signed and gave away ARCs, older books, bookmarks, excerpts, sell sheets—or nothing at all
—depending on what made sense for them
and for their publishers. More importantly, we
got to meet thousands of librarians who remain
some of the best advocates any writer can have.
Rosemary Harris’ debut novel Pushing Up Daisies
was an Anthony and an Agatha nominee for Best
First Mystery. She’s president of MWA’s nY Chapter and
past president of SinC new england. Her latest,
Slugfest, has been called “Hilarious” by Kirkus
Reviews. Visit Rosemary on Facebook at Rosemary
Harris Author, or on her web site at www.rosemaryharris.com .

Internet - cont’d. from p. 6
It was late, but I knew Vera worked the graveyard
shift at GoMommy, the Internet Domain Registrar. I punched in her number from memory
and either Vera forgot how sore she was with
me or she’d decided to forgive me because she
answered on the second ring.

inSinC

“Hello, Vera. Yeah, it’s me. Listen, honey, I need
a favor. Be a sweetheart and look up the registration for xyzz.com, will you? Thanks, babe. I
owe you dinner—again!”
using the above commands—correctly—will
give your writing a semblance of street cred
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within the Internet community and perhaps
spark your imagination as you begin your next
work in progress!
Andrew MacRae lives in northern California where
he is a full time network engineer and part-time
writer of mysteries, essays, and poetry.
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Law & Fiction: Getting
Facts Straight
by Leslie Budewitz

What is a statute of limitations?

A

statute of limitations is a law establishing the time period in which
legal proceedings must be started.
The length varies by jurisdiction—be sure
to check the laws in your story’s state.
In criminal cases, as a general rule, the more
serious the crime, the more time the state
has to ﬁle charges or an indictment. usually
there is no time limit on murder and homicide. Typical limits for felonies are three to
six years, and for misdemeanors, one or two
years. Exceptions for speciﬁc types of cases
abound.
In Montana, for example, charges for reckless or careless driving involving death must
be brought within three years. Some states
provide longer time periods in sexual assault
cases, and if the victim is under 18, may
allow prosecutors to start the clock when
the victim turns 18. Some states allow more
time if a suspect in a sexual assault case is
conclusively identiﬁed by DNA, giving
authorities a year after the identiﬁcation to
ﬁle charges, even if the limitations period is
expired. The time period starts the day after
the offense, but is “tolled” or temporarily
suspended if the suspect leaves the state.

What about civil cases?
In many states, personal injury claims, e.g.,
claims arising from a car accident or a slip
and fall, must be brought within three years
after the incident. Contract claims are usually longer, and may differ for oral and written contracts, e.g., ﬁve years after the terms
of an oral contract were violated and eight
years on a written contract.
Claims for wrongful death are typically
treated like any other personal injury, but
the limitations period may be longer if the
death resulted from a homicide, reﬂecting
society’s judgment of the act, and the reality
that such deaths may take longer to investigate and prosecute.

inSinC

In a civil case, the clock starts when all elements of the action exist, or, said another
way, when the injured person knew or
should have known that he had a claim. For
example, the time to ﬁle a lawsuit arising
from a car accident begins as soon as the
crash occurs and the plaintiff is injured—
even if he doesn’t realize he’s hurt for a few
days or weeks. Lack of knowledge of injury
does not typically postpone the start of the
limitations period. But legislatures have
established signiﬁcant exceptions. For example, claims for medical malpractice typically
begin running when the malpractice occurs,
e.g., when the nurse leaves the surgical
sponge inside the patient’s abdomen, but
may be tolled during the time the patient
could not reasonably have known of the
injury.

Exceptions
But what if the defendant does something to
prevent the injured person from discovering
either the injury or its cause? Say the seller
of a home deliberately landscapes around
the foundation and ﬁnishes the basement to
hide a major crack. Or a dentist who mistakenly administers the wrong anesthetic
falsiﬁes his records. In either case, the time
to ﬁle begins when the buyer or patient
actually knows, or reasonably should know,
both that he’s been injured and that it
resulted from someone else’s actions. Even
so, the legislature may set an outside limit,
such as 10 or 12 years.
• Claims by minors are usually tolled
until majority, typically age 18. Claims
by persons “under a disability” at the
time of injury are tolled while the disability exists, although again there may
be an outer limit. Deﬁnitions of disability vary.
• Legislatures may also extend or toll
statutes of limitations for other kinds
of civil claims, such as childhood
sexual abuse. Where the abuse occurs
over a long period, it’s not typically
necessary to show that the damages
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were caused by any one of a series of
acts by the same perpetrator.
• And, as with criminal cases, the time
to sue may be extended if the defendant is out of state, or is an alien or a
citizen of a country at war with the uS.
Suits against persons who die after the
claim arises are subject to speciﬁc time
periods, as are other claims relating to
probate, and claims for discrimination
or harassment.
• If a claim has been brought too late, it
is up to the defendant to raise the issue.
What happens if your ﬁctional lawyer misses
the statute on a personal injury claim? He
ﬁles suit anyway and crosses his ﬁngers—
but keeps his malpractice insurance current.
If the case is dismissed and the former client
sues, she still has to prove “the case within
the case.” That is, she will need to show that
she would have prevailed in her auto accident claim and what damages she would
have been awarded. Then, she can recover
those damages, plus interest, from her former lawyer.
You’ll notice I’ve said “typically” way too
often. I simply can’t say it enough, because
exceptions and quirks of the law abound
when dealing with statutes of limitations.
Be sure to check them out if the clock is
ticking in your story.

Leslie Budewitz is a practicing lawyer and a ﬁction writer. Her book for writers, Books, Crooks &
Counselors: A Fiction Writer’s Guide to Getting
the Law Right from Linden/Quill Driver Books will
be published in october, . For more help getting
the law right in your stories, visit her web site at
www.LawandFiction.com .
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Reﬂex Fraud and
Doubled Lives
by Katherine Ramsland, PhD

C

asey Anthony told so many lies
after her daughter went missing
that people online made top 10 lists.
Her brother thought she liked to lie, and
Casey expressed pride in her inventive
prowess. Such talent arises partly from a
good memory for details, but Casey could
also pack these details into believable ﬁbs
and bounce back fast if they went south.
In addition, she managed to blend a convincing pretense with the life she led. And
she’s not alone.

In France

Recall Mark Hacking

When investors pressured him, Romand
bought time by claiming he had cancer.
Cornered, he exploded. On january 9,
1993, Romand murdered his wife, children, and parents—allegedly to “spare”
them the grief of discovering his deception. Initially, he blamed a “man in black”
for these murders, but he ﬁnally confessed.
Psychiatrists noticed his extreme need to
make a favorable impression and decided
that he suffered from narcissism, immaturity, and mythomania.

On july 19, 2004, Hacking reported that
his wife, Lori, had not returned from her
morning jog. As friends searched for her,
Hacking ran naked into the street and was
admitted to a psychiatric ward. Poor
Mark! But then his double life unraveled.
He’d told his family that he’d graduated
from college (he hadn’t) and was going to
medical school (he wasn’t). As a psychiatric technician at a university of utah
facility, he’d posed as “Franz” and had
directed unauthorized therapy sessions.
There was a general belief that Lori, ﬁve
weeks pregnant, had discovered these lies
and confronted him. Certainly, on july
16, something had upset her at work. She’d
gone home early and her coworkers had
never seen her again.
As the investigation progressed, a store
video revealed Hacking purchasing a
mattress on the morning of Lori’s disappearance. Police discovered blood in
their apartment. They soon learned that
he’d told his brothers he’d shot Lori after
a ﬁght and dumped her body in a trash
bin. On August 9, he was charged with
murder. Two months later, investigators
found Lori’s remains. Hacking later pled
guilty.
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Frenchman jean-Claude Romand began
with a little white lie. Although he’d failed
to take his medical exams, he said he’d
passed. No one questioned him, so he spun
a persona: He was a humanitarian doctor
and researcher for the World Health
Organization who could offer “investment
opportunities” to family and friends. Then,
with their money, he supported a comfortable lifestyle for himself. Yet, like all such
liars, he failed to think long-term.

Back in the uSA
john List from Westﬁeld Nj was unemployed, but he dressed each morning to go
to work and sat at the train station all day.
He stole his mother’s money and ran up
debts until the pressure to come clean
reached a boiling point. In 1971, List shot
and killed his wife, three children, and
mother. Then he recreated himself quite
credibly for 18 years as “Bob Clark” before
the FBI ﬁnally arrested him.

Duping delight
Because they deeply fear a loss of control,
some people construct layers of stabilizing
deceptions. Lies become a defensive strategy, as well as a way to prove themselves.
Ensconced in a preferred ﬁction, lies feel
better to them than the truth, so they fab-
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ricate without provocation. It’s just fun.
This is known as duping delight, or reﬂex
fraud.
First, they feel joy from lies that succeed.
With this comes a smug sense of superiority, which is conﬁrmed each time they
dupe a trusting soul. Finally, they become
so adept that they can lie quickly, elaborately, and convincingly. To them, truth
(if they still grasp it) matters less than their
personal needs. Lies are tools, and deception becomes a natural reﬂex. Such liars
believe they’re immune to discovery, or
that they can always cover discovery with
another lie, or that there will be no reckoning.
Only with serious consequences might
they begin to grasp how they’ve hurt others. From prison, Mark Hacking issued
this statement: “There is no such thing as
a harmless lie, no matter how small it is.
You may think a lie only hurts the liar, but
this is far from the truth.” Outside a cell,
it’s unlikely that Hacking would have
believed this. And, as far as we know, it
could be just another lie.
Katherine Ramsland is a writer and a professor of forensic psychology and criminal
justice. Among her 38 books are The Forensic Psychology of Criminal Minds and The
Mind of a Murderer: Privileged Access to
the Demons that Drive Extreme Violence.
She has published more than 1,000 articles.
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Conferences & Happenings
Seascape “Escape to Write”
Writers Retreat
Chester CT • September 9–11
Participants in this non-conventional conference will pre-submit 25 pages of a work-inprogress (WIP). S. W. Hubbard, Hallie
Ephron, and Roberta Isleib will lead focus
groups which will examine the WIP from different perspectives. Full details can be found
at www.robertaisleib.com/seascape.html .

Bouchercon
St. Louis MO • September 15–18
“Spirits of St. Louis” will convene at the
Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel with special guests Robert Crais, Charlaine Harris,
Colin Cotterill, Val McDermid, Sara Paretsky,
kate Stine, Brian Skupin, and Ridley Pearson.
The ever-developing web site is at
www.bouchercon2011.com .

Writers’ Police Academy
Jamestown NC • September 23–25
Experience the most hands-on, interactive,
and educational experience writers can ﬁnd
to enhance their understanding of all aspects
of law enforcement and forensics. Speakers
include Dr. katherine Ramsland, Dr. Denene
Loﬂand, Alafair Burke, Rich McMahan, and
josh Moulin. SinC members have special
registration rates of $100! See more at
writerspoliceacademy.com .

Skill Build
Manteo NC • October 15
This workshop for writers of all levels will be
held at the College of the Albemarle in
Manteo. For information, visit the Dare Arts
web site at tinyurl.com/3ejqn97 .

Conferences & Workshops
Please send all conference and workshop information, including those
sponsored by SinC chapters, directly to
Molly Weston at mysteryheel @mac.
com. Include conference name, date,
location, brief description, contact
information, and web site. Please
include “Conference” or “Workshop” in
the subject line. Deadline for the
December issue is October 15.
inSinC

Magna cum Murder
Muncie IN • October 28–30
The “murderously fun house party for several
hundred of your closest friends” will convene
at the Horizon Convention Center. Parnell
Hall will be guest of honor and Bob Brier will
be the banquet’s keynote speaker. Visit
www.MagnacumMurder for details.

Love Is Murder 2012
Chicago IL • February 3–5
This educational forum for readers and writers furthers knowledge of writing, publishing, and the business of book production.
Local guest of honor is july Hyzy and featured authors are Donald Bain, julie james,
David Morrell, and Hank Phillippi Ryan. See
www.loveismurder.net .

Sleuthfest 2012
Lake Buena Vista FL • March 1–4
“Put the Magic Back in Your Writing” features guests of honor Charlaine Harris and
jeffrey Deaver, with Chris Grabenstein as
Thursday spotlight speaker. See www.sleuthfest.com .

Public Library Association
National Conference (PLA)

American Library Association
Annual Conference (ALA)
Anaheim CA • June 22-25, 2012

Bouchercon 2012
Cleveland OH • October 4–7
Crime ﬁction rocks—and the opening ceremony takes place at the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame. Guests of honor include
Elizabeth George as American guest,
Robin Cook for distinguished contribution to the genre, Mary Higgins Clark for
lifetime achievement, Les Roberts as special Cleveland guest, Doris Ann Norris as
fan guest, and john Connolly as toastmaster. More information will come at
www.bouchercon2012.com .

Left Coast Crime 2013
Colorado Springs CO • March
21–24

Philadelphia PA • March 14–16, 2012

Malice Domestic 25
Left Coast Crime 2012
Sacramento CA • March 29–April 1
Mining for Murder will feature guests of
honor john Lescroat and jacqueline Winspear,
toastmaster Harley jane kozak, and fan guest
of honor Noemi Levine. Details can be found
at www.leftcoastcrime.org/2012 .

Malice Domestic 24
Bethesda MD • April 27–29
The “fun fan” convention saluting the traditional mystery will convene at the Hyatt
Regency. Honorees include jan Burke as guest
of honor, Dana Cameron as toastmaster,
Simon Brett for lifetime achievement, and
Ruth Sickafus as fan guest of honor. Lee
Goldberg will be recognized with the Poirot
award, and Malice will remember Tony
Hillerman. Full details are at
www.MaliceDomestic.org .
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Bethesda MD • May 3–5, 2013

Bouchercon 2013
Albany Ny • September 19–22
Honorees include Sue Grafton for lifetime
achievement, P. C. Doherty as international guest of honor, Tess Gerritsen as
American guest of honor, Steve Hamilton
as toastmaster, and Chris Aldrich and
Lynn kaczmarek as fan guests of honor.

Bouchercon 2014
Long Beach CA • November 13–16
Honorees include jeffery Deaver for lifetime achievement, Edward Marston as
international guest of honor, j. A. jance as
American guest of honor, Simon Wood as
toastmaster, and Al Abramson as fan guest
of honor.

14

The Docket
by Patricia Gulley
Mike Befeler, Senior Moments Are Murder,
Five Star, August

Marilyn Levinson, A Murderer Among Us,
Wings ePress. june

judith Rock, The Eloquence of Blood, Berkley,
September

kathy Bennette, A Dozen Deadly Roses,
Amazon, B&N, Smashwords, june

Andrew MacRae, “Gravedigger’s Blues,”
Mysterious-E, Summer

judith Rock’s The Rhetoric of Death has been
nominated for a Barry award.

S. Furlong-Bolliger, “Dead Giveaway,”
untreed Reads, May

Marla Madison, She’s Not There,
Smashwords/kindle, june

Lisa Bork, In Sickness and in Death, Midnight
Ink, September

Elizabeth C. Main, No Rest for the Wicked,
Five Star, August

Christa Selnick was named the winner of a
2011 Helen McCloy/Mystery Writers of
America Scholarship for Aspiring Mystery
Writers.

Craig Faustus Buck’s “Go Down Hard” is a
nominee for killer Nashville’s Claymore
Award.

G.M. Malliet, Wicked Autumn, St. Martin’s
Press, September

Sally Carpenter, The Baﬄed Beatlemaniac
Caper, Oak Tree Press, August
Michele Drier, Edited For Death, Mainly
Murder Press, October
Dorothy Francis, Killer In Control, Five Star,
june
karen Harper, Fall from Pride, Mira Books,
August
Victoria Heckman, Burn Out, Revenge
Publishing, March
kelly Irvin, No Child of Mine, Five Star,
September
Linda kuhlmann, The Red Boots, Llumina
Press, june

G.M. Malliet’s short story, “Bookworm,”
which appeared in the anthology
Chesapeake Crimes: They Had It Comin’,
has been nominated for a Macavity Award.
Michael Mallory, “The Real Celebrities,”
Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine,
july/August
Susan McDuﬃe, The Faerie Hills, Five Star,
April
Rosemary and Larry Mild, “just a Little
Bite… Please?” Picture Imperfect, The
Corner Club Press, july
Sandra Parshall, Under the Dog Star,
Poisoned Pen Press, September
Pat Remick, “The Lesson,” Dead Calm: Crime
Stories by New England Writers, Level Best
Books, November

Sarah R. Shaber, Louise’s War, Severn House,
july
Lane Stone, Current Affairs, Mainly Murder
Press, November

Sending your Entry
• Author, book or story title; publisher, magazine, or anthology;
release month
• Awards and nominations in sentence
format with period
• Docket in subject line
• No further information, entries older
than six months, or colors.
• Editor(s) of anthologies only with a
story in anthology
• Pen name? Add real name in parentheses if you want this included.
• Send to Patricia Gulley
• weyrcottage@yahoo.com

SinC Sisters Scoop Awards
by Chris Roerden

T

hree of the four recipients of the 2011 and 2010 Helen McCloy-Mystery Writers of America scholarships are SinC members! Christa Selnick
lives just across the river from Washington DC in Virginia; Lori Rader Day, who lives in Chicago, is a member of The Guppies and the
Chicagoland Chapter; and Supriya Savkoor, also of northern Virginia, is a member of the Chesapeake Chapter.

Awards for the scholarship are given to two promising writers of mystery short stories, scripts, nonﬁction, or novel each year. Each winner receives
up to $500 toward registration for writing classes, courses, or workshops held in the uS after April 2012.
Though the submission deadline is the end of February, start planning your entry now, because it can take months before you actually receive the
needed letters of recommendation you'll be promised. Entry details are online at www.mysterywriters.org . Look for “McCloy Scholarship” on the
bar at the left.
Chris Roerden is the chair of the McCloy-MWA Scholarship Committee, and the author of the Agatha-winner Don't Murder Your Mystery and its all-genre version,
Don't Sabotage Your Submission.
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Change Service Requested

Writing Contests
St. Martin’s Minotaur/MWA First Crime Novel
November 15, 2011
Open to any writer who has never been the author of a published novel (excepting self-published or one who is under contract). Murder or serious crime must be at the heart of the story.
For details see www.mysterywriters.org/?q=Contests-Writers .

William F. Deeck-Malice Domestic
Grants Program for Unpublished Writers
Annually, Mid-November
Grants to two unpublished writers in the malice domestic genre at the Malice Domestic
Conference. Details at www.malicedomestic.org/grants.html .

Helen McCloy-MWA Scholarship
February 29, 2012
Two promising writers of mystery short stories, scripts, nonﬁction, or novel will each win up
to $500 toward registration for writing classes, courses, or workshops held after April 2013.
Full details are at www.mystery writers.org/?q=AwardsPrograms-McCloy .

Writing Contests
Please send all information for mystery writing contests, including
those sponsored by SinC chapters,
directly to Molly Weston, inSinC
editor, at mysteryheel@mac.com .
Include contest name, entry deadline, sponsor, and web site. Include
“Contest” in the subject line.
Deadline for the December issue is
October 15.

