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I    love this quote so much it’s on every email I send out. Why you ask, and if you didn’t ask, I’m going to tell you 
anyway. Humor makes me laugh, humor makes most people laugh, and when people laugh, most of the time, at 
that moment it means they are happy. I’m not saying that everyone who laughs is happy, but research does show 

that laughter and humor can increase happiness and health. Good health increases your odds of a longer life, and all 
of this explains, Betty White. 

Joking aside, this article is not about humor, SURPRISE, it’s about happiness and attitude. It’s about approaching  
every day with a smile and a positive attitude. The attitude you choose to approach the day with, impacts everything 
and everyone around you. Yes, it’s an accurate statement, “The attitude you choose.” Now, it’s impossible to be happy 
and positive 100% of the time, it’s just not realistic. We are all going to have bad days, we are all going to fail at 

something, get mad at someone, and breakdown in our ability to communicate. It’s going to happen; we just need to make sure it happens 
a fraction of the time.   

We have control over our attitude, our actions, and how we respond to others. Start your day by saying good morning to everyone, even if you  
just smashed your head on the doorframe of your vehicle because you were so eager to get to work. Make sure you smile when you say good 
morning because smiles are contagious. Someone complaining or being negative at work, divert them to a fun topic, ask them what they did fun 
over the weekend, didn’t work, ask them what they are going to do fun this weekend. Now if that doesn’t work, hopefully that’s about the time you 
remember you forgot to pull the sliced turkey out of the freezer. In other words, walk away; sometimes you just have to walk away before you get 
sucked down the rabbit hole of negativity.  

Now, back to “Humor is mankind’s greatest blessing,” I choose to approach the majority of my workday with a smile and finding humor in things 
to help me maintain happiness throughout the day. Some research suggests that around 40% of our happiness comes from genetics, 10% comes 
from life’s circumstances such as a raise, a new car, or a goal that we reached, and the other 50% comes from helping others. Treat others with 
respect, understand their needs, watch, listen, learn, and respond with compassion.  

“If you change the way you look at things, the things you look at change.” Dr. Wayne Dyer. 

Jesse Bender CDM, CFPP 
SNA-WI President  
jessebender@tomah.education 
608-374-7363

“Humor is Mankind’s Greatest Blessing!” Mark Twain
By Jesse Bender, 2019-2020 President

mailto:jessebender@tomah.education
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Have you ever had that feeling that 
you have been some place before? 
Maybe you feel like you keep 

having the same experience again and again? 
Kind of like the 1993 (I know some of you 
were not even born yet!) movie Groundhog 
Day starring Bill Murray who played a 
cynical TV weatherman who finds himself 
reliving the same day over and over again 
when he goes on location, to the small town 

of Punxsutawney to film a report about their annual Groundhog Day 
celebration.   

Recently, President-Elect Kerri Mallicoat resigned her position to take 
a job outside of School Nutrition. Suddenly, I found myself back in a 
familiar role of President-Elect. It makes me feel like both the ghost of 
Christmas past and the Ghost of Christmas Future! This actually suits 
me well, considering my skin is as white as a ghost after this Wisconsin 
winter! 

I feel incredibly blessed to have the opportunity to serve again, as 
President of SNA-WI. Our state has many great school nutrition 
programs and so many things our colleagues do that we should be 
proud of. I look forward to continuing this journey with all of you, 
continuing to move SNA-WI forward and advocating for school 
nutrition in our state.   

SO, what about you? Have you thought about taking on a leadership 
role in the association, either on a chapter or state level? Our association 
relies on our members to stay strong. We need members to take the 
plunge and become our next group of leaders. I can honestly say that it 
has been a tremendous experience for me. It has helped me grow in my 
career, as a person, and develop skills I will use for the rest of my life. 
I have met so many wonderful people, all of whom have become great 
friends. It has also brought me out of my comfort zone and pushed me 
to improve. I know it will do all of this for you as well, all you need 
to do is take that step. Volunteer at a conference, join a committee or 
become an officer for your local chapter, or run for a state office! 

Time or lack thereof is frequently the reason for not becoming 
involved. This is what I can tell you. All of us only have so much time; 
we will never get more of it, no matter what we do. If you wait to do 
something until the time is right, that time will never come. We must 
make time to do the things that are important to us. Take the time to 
learn, grow, and advocate for school nutrition! I promise you, you will 
get far more from it than you give and it won’t be like Groundhog day 
either!!! 

Michael Gasper  
SNA-WI President-Elect 
608-526-1324
gasmic@holmen.k12.wi.us

President-Elect’s Message 
Groundhog Day   

By Mike Gasper, 2019-2020 President-Elect 

mailto:gasmic@holmen.k12.wi.us
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Past President/Steering Committee Chair Message 
Groundhog Day  

By Michael Gasper, 2019-2020 Past President 

Have you ever had that feeling you 
have been some place before? 
Maybe you feel like you keep 

having the same experience again and 
again?  Kind of like the 1993 (I know some 
of you were not even born yet!) movie 
Groundhog Day starring Bill Murray, a 
cynical TV weatherman who finds himself 
reliving the same day over and over again 
when he goes on location to the small town 

of Punxsutawney to film a report about their annual Groundhog Day 
celebration.   

If you have read this far, your first thought was probably, why did they 
print the same article twice? That would be a great article except it is 
not the same article! It is actually completely different! In this article, 
we’re going to cover exciting details about our Annual Summer 
Conference! 

I can tell you that this year’s conference will not be Groundhogs Day! 
We have made many exciting changes to the traditional format to 
improve your experience. The first exciting change is the conference will 
be held in Wausau, so you will get to experience a new city and all it has 
to offer! Also, last year the conference was 2 days, which seemed very 
rushed, so this year we will be going back to a three-day format that will 
be done just after noon on the last day. Lastly, and most importantly, 
we will be having it a week earlier than usual, so you won’t miss  
Father’s Day! 

We will have several hands-on learning breakouts on the last day, which 
will be interactive and fun! These sessions will aid learning by doing 
while providing opportunities to connect with old and new friends. 

Our conference theme this year is “Feel the Rhythm and Not the Blues 
of School Nutrition.” We will be providing a great BBQ meal, and the 
vendor party will feature a concert by an up and coming Blues singer, 
Joyann Parker and her band. She is a very talented artist, which I’ve had 
the pleasure of attending a few of their performances, and let me tell 
you, you won’t be disappointed! For a sneak peek of what you have to 
look forward to you can check them out at joyannparker.com. 

We are excited to be announcing a new annual award which will be 
presented for the first time on Wednesday morning at the conference 
(June 17th)! You’re not going to want to miss it! The award will honor 
members who have greatly impacted school nutrition in Wisconsin 
during their careers. Stay tuned! 

As you can see, it won't be the same old, same old. So, if you are 
wondering if you should attend our Annual Conference this year, do it! 
Rest assured it won't be another Groundhog Day experience! 

Michael Gasper  
SNA-WI Past President 
608-526-1324
gasmic@holmen.k12.wi.us

mailto:gasmic@holmen.k12.wi.us
https://www.beeftips.com/
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What Can Industry Do for You?    
By Julie Magerowski, 2019-2020 Industry Board Representative 

I’m writing this anticipating our first  
60o day, the first sign of spring. As I 
do plan to get outside, I have the urge 

to spring clean. Something about purging, 
opening windows and a getting a fresh start 
is so satisfying. Spring is a good time to look 
at menus, commodities and equipment. 
What menu item is old and not doing 
as well as it used to? Is there a piece of 
equipment that has seen better days? How 

are you doing on your commodity allocations for the current school 
year? Spring is a good time for us in K12 to evaluate and start fresh for 
the next school year. What’s trending right now in food? What’s the 
latest greatest time saving piece of equipment out there? How much 
commodity whatever do I have left to use? 

I feel like a broken record when I say, what can industry do for you? It’s 
fun to see new things that industry comes out with every year. It has 
that spring fresh feel, out with the old, in with the new. This coming 
July many new items will be introduced at ANC. Those then trickle 
down to our Fall Conference Food Show and our following Annual 
Conference. 

I started the above a week and a half ago. Since then so much 
has changed with the COVID-19 virus. We canceled our Spring 
Conference and Advocacy Day. Just this afternoon our governor has 

declared the closing of all schools in our state. We, as school nutrition 
professionals, now have a new hat to wear and we are going into 
emergency mode. Although there are so many questions and so few 
answers, I know that we are going to get through this. Manufacturers 
are stepping up production on items that can help with staffing strains 
and distribution obstacles to ensure that we can feed the kids. This is 
the time for us to help parents who are scrambling with very little time 
to find care for their children. If your district is one of those that will 
continue meal service, you’ve just gave some parents peace of mind. Be 
sure to keep checking with SNA, USDA and your state agency on ever 
changing information. 

On a brighter note, we do have Annual Conference right around the 
corner. As a member of the Steering Committee, I can tell you that we 
have quite a conference lined up for you! I hope that you will join us 
in June for learning and networking. Watch your email for details and 
registration. 

On behalf of Industry, we would thank to thank you for your 
continued business. Please be safe during this uncertain time and we 
hope to see you all very soon. 

Julie Magerowski  
Industry Representative to the Board 
Julie.magerowski@streetlevelfm.com 

mailto:julie.magerowski@streetlevelfm.com
https://www.pepsico.com/
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As I sit here trying to compose my 
final School Tray Today article, I 
am overwhelmed. The world will 

be very different by the time you read this. 
At this point in time either your schools 
have all just closed or will be closed within 
the next 24 hours. We have only just begun 
the major wave of social distancing – this 
phenomenon that most of us had never even 
heard of before a week ago.  

Social distancing. What a complex thing 
for most humans, but I think especially for us. We chose what we do 
because we are kind, compassionate and most of all – loving people. We 
are the ones who touch people on the arm when we are talking with 
them. The ones who stand close and lean in. The ones who hug. (We 
hug a lot.) A dear friend of mine came into the food bank office I am 
located at to volunteer today. She’s a teacher and today was her first day 
without students. So, she showed up. I was so surprised and excited to 
see her… and the first thing we wanted to do was hug! I know this is a 
tough adjustment for all of us. In so, so many ways. 

As Secretary-Treasurer, my final article here allows me to report that 
SNA-WI is a strong organization, but not just in terms of our finances. 
Our membership remains steady as does our support from vendors, and 

we are on target for another strong year. I have loved that I have had the 
opportunity to deliver that message again and again as Treasurer. As I 
have said before, we are who we are because of our members.  

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to serve on the board for 
SNA-WI these past two years. I am humbled and honored to know the 
people I can call my colleagues and friends in school nutrition. Coming 
back to our current events, above all I am grateful for the communities I 
am in that have the ability to show such grace, compassion and forward 
thinking in the midst of uncertain times.  

When you read this, things won’t seem so bad anymore. I’m sure of it. 
I hope you and your loved ones made it through social distancing safe 
and well. And I hope you get to go back to being your touchy-feely-
hugging selves again.  

(With super clean hands, of course!) 

Nicole Weeks 
SNA-WI Secretary/Treasurer 
nicoleweeksrdn@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer Report 
By Nicole Weeks, 2019-2020 SNA-WI Secretary/Treasurer 

FieldstoneBakery.com   |   FoodService@McKee.com   |   1 (800) 251-6346  Ext. 24656

B A K E R Y

SLAM
DUNK

SNACKS 
THAT ARE A

Smar

Individually wrapped
for your convenience.

mailto:nicoleweeksrdn@gmail.com
https://fieldstonebakery.com/www
https://fieldstonebakery.com/www
mailto:foodservice@mckee.com
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Here at Westfield School District the 
Agricultural Class got a grant and 
private funding to build our very 

own Aquaponics, so we have fresh romaine 
lettuce daily. 

Why did we decide to do the aquaponics 
here at Westfield High School, to show 
students how to be self-sustainable and  
learn the process of growing their own 
vegetation and meat, year round. The 
students have great pride knowing the  

lunch room is using their product. 

How can you get started, this is how we did it. The Ag teacher attended 
the Nelson and Pade’s master’s course; she then went to the Business 
Administrator and asked if we had any extra money in the budget, 
which was a no. The hardest part of this adventure was trying to raise 
the money. Finding that the students were excited about the project, 
she found some interest with different community groups, such as 
FFA Alumni, the Land and Water Conservation, and the Local Lions 
Club, she did a presentation to get them excited about investing in 
this new adventure. She also held an auction to help raise the money. 

When they finally raised enough money, they were able to order the 
equipment needed to get it started, she worked with Nelson and Pade 
Aquaponic, out of Montello to get the equipment and how to set it up. 
Then she had the students work with her to set up the system. It took 
approximately two weeks of 45 minute class period, and 24 students 
to set up the system and to see it work for the very first time. You need 
a tub for the fish, filtering systems and another tub for growing the 
produce. They have an automatic feeder for the fish, which is twice a 
day, so they are very easy to take care of. Their first harvest was romaine 
lettuce which we put out daily; they will be trying to grow peppers and 
tomatoes as the next project. The students are intrigued and want to 
experiment with different things. We were told that if you do not kill 
some of the fish, you’re not doing something right, so we have had some 
casualties. At the end of the year we are going to do a fish fry, which by 
then, they should be the perfect size to harvest.  

The kids and teacher love the experience and want to try new things 
and experiments every day. 

Joyce Gaulke 
SNA-WI Membership Chair  
joyce.gaulke@westfieldpioneers.org 

Is Aquaponics Possible in Schools? 
By Joyce Gaulke, 2019-2020 Membership Committee Chair 

mailto:joyce.gauke@westfieldpioneers.org
mailto:sna-wi@badgerbay.co
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Ihope this finds you and your family safe 
and in good health.

We are in an unprecedented time, not 
just in Wisconsin, but in the United States 
and in the world. I have faith in humanity 
and all of you, that we will prevail and make 
it through this and be a better society for it.  

We are facing something we don’t 
understand, don’t know, and can’t see. 
When we don’t understand something 

and can’t see it, our minds need to give it a face and create our own 
understanding. The unfortunate side effect of this is the face we give it, 
is our neighbor’s face, our friend’s face, and even our family’s face. We 
blame it on a political party, we blame it on a doctor, or we blame it on 
another country, and, WE CANNOT DO THAT. The cause is a virus.  

We need to be better as people and we need to help. Now is not the 
time to point fingers in blame, it will only create divide and separation. 
Now is the time to point a finger in a direction to help others, even if it 
has to be from a distance. It is a time like this when we have the ability 
to rise above who we are and help others in need. Walk around your 

neighborhood and write caring words or draw pictures on the driveways 
you walk past. Put out signs of caring and hope in your yards. Call or 
text people you know giving them hope. Post happy and positive things 
on social media. 

Like the Marine Corps, “I will not promise you a rose garden.” There 
will be hard times and there will be days you question everything. The 
only thing that will get us and everyone around us through this period 
in our lives, is human empathy. We must care for others and not create 
enemies. We must look beyond ourselves and do everything in our 
power to remain positive, ease fear, and do what is right, not just for 
yourselves but for everyone.

This beautiful blue rock we live on is an amazing place, filled with 
amazing people. We will all get through this together and only together. 
Better, Stronger, Together. Never stop smiling and never stop sharing 
that smile.  

Jesse Bender CDM, CFPP 
SNA-WI President  
jessebender@tomah.education 
608-374-7363

Spring is an exciting time of the year as 
the weather is changing for the better 
and so many things to wrap up before 

summer. I just wanted to take a minute 
before we got lost in the shuffle. 

What We Do Matters…. 

There are days we wear many hats, feel 
overwhelmed, and get lost in the bell 
schedule and meal times. Take a moment 
to just breathe in……and ……..breathe 

out. Center yourself, take a moment and remind yourself what you do 
matters! Every day we juggle work, stress, family, and so many other 
things. Striking that perfect balance between career and family has 
always been a challenge. Our schedules are getting busier than ever 
before, which often causes our work or personal lives to suffer. The daily 
pressures of family, friends, and self are all things we have in common 
with our students. 

Take a moment and remind yourself what you do matters. You get the 
privilege of feeding smiling, happy, hungry kids. Why did you choose to 
do what you do every day? Students have been sitting in class smelling 

your delicious lunch you have been preparing. As they head down the 
hall with hungry bellies, they know there is going to be a hot lunch for 
them, no insecurities and no judgment. Students depend on the healthy 
nutritious meals you get to serve them daily. Be proud of what you do 
every day because it does make a difference in every child's day. 

I just want to THANK YOU for making a difference, THANK YOU 
for allowing work balance and dealing with the daily struggles and still 
being a Lunch Lady Rock Star. You make a difference every day! 

Hope you all get to enjoy the things you love over the summer! 

“EVERY STUDENT, EVERY CLASSROOM, EVERY DAY” 

Jennifer Wagner  
SNA-WI Marketing Committee Chair 
608-763-2161 ext.846
wagnerj@potosisd.k12.wi.us

Good morning, afternoon, or evening; whenever this finds you.
By Jesse Bender, 2019-2020 President

Spring is in the Air! 
By Jennifer Wagner, 2019-2020 Marketing Committee Chair

mailto:jesse.bender@tomah.education
mailto:wagnerj@potosisd.k12.wi.us
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Special Thank You to Our 2019-2020 Industry
Sponsor Members
Paid as of March 18, 2020

GOLD

AccuTemp Products, Inc.

Anderson Foodservice Solutions

ASC1/CRM, Inc.

Bernatellos Foods

Boelter

Butter Buds Food Service

Cargill Foodservice North America

Davis & Associates, Inc.

Dole Packaged Foods

Foster Farms

General Mills

Gordon Food Service

Hanna-Young & Associates

Heartland School Solutions

Indianhead Foodservice

J.T.M. FoodGroup

JM Smucker Company

John Soules Foods

Kellogg's

Kessenich's, LTD

KeyImpact Sales & Systems, Inc.

McCain Foods

Mirkovich-Casper

Nardone Bros.

PB&J Commercial Agents

Pilgrim's Pride/Gold Kist Farms

Piper Products

Redco Foodservice Equipment

Reinhart FoodService

Rich's Products

S.A. Piazza

Specialized

The Father's Table

The Yes Group

Vollrath Company, LLC

Waypoint

Zink Foodservice

SILVER

Acosta Foodservice

Basic American Foods

Brakebush Brothers, Inc.

CESA Purchasing

ConAgra Foods

Domino's Pizza Smart Slice

Fieldstone Bakery - McKee Foods

Corporation

Idahoan Foods, LLC

Infinite Campus

Kavanaugh Restaurant Supply

Michael Foods

NutriStudents K-12

PepsiCo Foodservice

Peterson Farms Fresh Inc.

Simplot

Sunset Orchard/Richland Hills

SYSCO Food Services of

Baraboo

Wisconsin Beef Council, Inc.

Yangs 5th Taste

If you have not renewed your Industry Membership for 2019-2020,

please contact the SNA-WI office immediately: SNA-

WI@badgerbay.co or 920-560-5630.

Consider joining SNA-WI as a Gold, Silver, or Industry Member today!

There are many options to support the School Nutrition Association of WI!

GOLD INDUSTRY MEMBERS

$1,700

Participation in SNA-WI Events

Spring, Annual, & Fall

Full Page Color Ad in Online Newsletter

with direct link to preferred website

Company logo with link to company

website within online member directory

SNA Industry Focus Group

Products on Parade for Summer

Conference

Special app recognition at SNA-WI

Events (when available)

Opportunity to provide news and

company updates on the SNA-WI

website

Access to SNA-WI Membership

Directory on SNA-WI website

Featured participation in Incentive

Game at Annual Conference Industry

Show

SILVER INDUSTRY MEMBERS

$1,400

Participation in SNA-WI Events

Spring, Annual, & Fall

Half Page Color Ad in Online

Newsletter with direct link to

preferred website

Company listing in SNA-WI featured

online member directory

Featured participation in Incentive

Game at Annual Conference

Industry Show

INDUSTRY MEMBERS

$400

Company listing in SNA-WI

featured online member directory

Access to SNA-WI Membership

Directory on SNA-WI website

Featured participation in Incentive

Game at Annual Conference

Industry Show

mailto:sna-wi@badgerbay.co
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Hi everyone! You may or may 
not know me or maybe you’ve 
received an email or several from 

me in the past but I thought maybe it’s 
time I formally introduce myself. My name 
is Jessica Trippler and I am the Association 
Director for SNA-WI. I’ve been working 
for SNA-WI’s Association Management 
company, Badger Bay, since the end of May 
2019. I grew up in East Troy, WI, lived in 
Waukesha for a few years, made the big 

move to Chicago for two years to finish up my Bachelors degree in 
Marketing, and then moved back to Wisconsin because Chicago just 
wasn’t for me and I wanted to be closer to friends and family (even 
though Chicago wasn’t that far away). 

I worked in retail for 7 years until I fell into association management 
by accident and I’m really glad I did! I worked for an association 
management company in Milwaukee for two and a half years but then 
thought I wanted a career change, something more focused in 
Marketing. I ended up taking a Marketing Specialist position at Briggs 
& Stratton for six months only to realize how much I missed working 
with clients and organizing their events. Just when I was starting to 
look for another job in association management, I saw an opening at 
Badger Bay! There’s just something about association management 
and getting the satisfaction of working with non-profits and so many 
different people. One of my favorite things is when you first start 
working with a new client and you have so much email and phone 
communication and then when annual conference time or another 
event comes around, you finally get to meet everyone and put a face to 
the name!  

I truly believe that association management is what I’m supposed 
to be doing, especially in rapidly changing times like we’ve been 
experiencing with COVID-19. Every day, association management and 
the duties of my job are so different from the next, just like the news, 
cases within the U.S. and state, and updated regulations that are put 
in place by either the CDC or our Governor and I know that’s the case 
for many others too. In times like this, I appreciate my career a little 
more as well as the associations I work with and the people within 
those organizations. Not only do we all work together on a day-to-
day basis to keep things moving forward for the association, we only 
develop stronger relationships when the nation/world is going through 
something like this; it’s something we can all relate to and “bond” over 
and try to help each other out more. I actually think I’ve developed 
more patience during this crazy, crazy time because some things are 
just out of our control and you can only do so much. Everybody is 
trying to get a handle on things and we’re doing the best we can; hang 
in there, this too shall pass. 

All in all, I’m really happy to have found a spot working with Badger 
Bay as well as working with SNA-WI. I’ve been a part of all SNA-WI’s 
Board and Committee conference calls/meetings and have thoroughly 
enjoyed getting to know everyone on those and I look forward to 
getting to know more members as the years go by! 

Jessica Trippler  
SNA-WI Association Director 
jessica@badgerbay.co  
920-560-5630

Allow Me to Introduce Myself 
By Jessica Trippler, SNA-WI’s Association Director 

mailto:jessica@badgerbay.co
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On Thursday, March 12, Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers joined by Lt. 
Gov. Mandela Barnes, Department of Health Services (DHS) Secretary-
designee Andrea Palm, Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) 
Administrator Dr. Darrell Williams, and Brig. Gen. Joane Mathews 
of the National Guard, gave a press conference outlining the state's 
response to COVID-19. 

At the press conference, Evers declared a public health emergency, 
the declaration of which can be found here. Evers said that declaring 
an emergency provides additional access to state resources to care for 
individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19 as well as limit the 
spread. In general, the declaration does the following: 

1.  Designate the Department of Health Services as the lead agency to
responding to the public health emergency.

2.  Direct the Department of Health Services to take all necessary and
appropriate measures to prevent and response to COVID-19.

3.  Suspend provisions of any administrative rule that if DHS
determines compliance with the rule would prevent, hinder, or
delay necessary actions to respond to the emergency.

4.  Authorize the Adjutant General to activate the Wisconsin
National Guard when necessary and appropriate to assist in the
State's response

The following day, Evers announced the closure of all Wisconsin 
schools beginning at 5:00pm on Wednesday, March 18. Additionally, 

on Monday, March 16, Evers announced a statewide ban on all 
gatherings of 50 or more people.   

As you are aware, SNA-WI and the Wisconsin Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics made the difficult decision to cancel the Joint Advocacy 
Day event that was supposed to take place in Madison on March 18 
prior to the Governor’s ban on events over 49 people. 

This is just a small illustration of the rapidly changing response to 
the growing threat of COVID-19. The spread of the virus and its 
classification as a pandemic has thrown legislative action into complete 
uncertainty for the foreseeable future. 

While the State Assembly concluded its planned work for the session 
in February, the State Senate had planned to convene for a final floor 
date on March 24. While there has been no announcement as of this 
writing from Senate leadership on whether or not that floor date will 
take place, it seems increasingly unlikely, which means many bills will 
not pass the legislature for the time being. It is possible the Senate could 
convene at a later date. However, without knowing how long the public 
health emergency measures remain in place, it’s anyone’s guess when the 
Senate could wrap up its work.    

SNA-WI’s lobbyists at Hoven Consulting are keeping a very close eye 
on the evolving situation and will provide updates to members at major 
developments occur. Thank you for your patience and understanding in 
the cancellation of Advocacy Day.  

Coronavirus Affects Legislative Action 

https://www.sysco.com/Contact/Contact/Our-Locations/Baraboo
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On February 18, Wisconsin voters went to the polls to select which 
candidates will appear on the ballot in April to fill a seat on the 
Wisconsin State Supreme Court as well as the candidates that will 
square off in the special election in Wisconsin’s 7th Congressional 
district in May. 

Three candidates vied for the two nominations to the State Supreme 
Court: Supreme Court Justice Dan Kelly, Dane County Circuit Judge 
Jill Karofsky, and Marquette University law professor Ed Fallone. While 
officially a non-partisan election, incumbent Supreme Court Justice 
Dan Kelly enjoyed widespread support from conservative voters and 
received approximately 50% of the vote total. Kelly was appointed to 
court by former Governor Scott Walker in 2016. This is the first time 
he will stand for election to the position. 

Judge Karofsky and Fallone competed for support among left-leaning 
voters. Judge Karofsky secured the second nomination by receiving just 
over 37% of the vote total. Fallone trailed far behind with 12.67%. 

Judge Karofsky has served on the Dane County Circuit Court since 
2017. She was previously executive director for the Wisconsin Office of 
Crime Victim Services at the Wisconsin Department of Justice. 

Justice Kelly and Judge Karofksy will now square off head-to-head in 
the April 7 general election. The two candidates have exchanged heated 
remarks during the campaign cycle. At a forum in January, Judge 
Karofsky accuse Justice Kelly of corruption saying, “Every single time 
that Justice Kelly has the opportunity to rule in favor of the right-
wing special interests, of the Republicans, he does it every single time. 
And that is why people think that there is corruption on our Supreme 
Court.” 

Kelly responded saying, “You owe me an apology for this disgusting 
slander. If you didn’t have slander, you wouldn’t have a campaign.” 

Political spectators have noted the April general election coincides with 

Wisconsin’s presidential primaries, which may give Judge Karofsky 
an edge as there is predicted to be high turnout among left-leaning 
voters. However, campaign finance reports have shown Justice Kelly has 
consistently outraised Judge Karofsky by significant margins. With the 
ability to mount a larger campaign, Kelly may have the opportunity to 
counteract the expected high turnout. 

Meanwhile, voters in Wisconsin’s 7th Congressional District, which 
compromises most of northern Wisconsin and a bit of the west-central 
region, selected the candidates to represent both the Republican and 
Democratic tickets in the April special election to fill the seat vacated by 
former Congressman Sean Duffy.  

Republican candidate and State Senator Tom Tiffany of Minocqua 
defeated Republican challenger Jason Church by fifteen points. 
Church, a retired Army captain and former staffer for U.S. Senator Ron 
Johnson, was considered by spectators to have a legitimate chance of 
securing the nomination. According to the Associated Press, so many 
outside groups spent money on behalf of both candidates that it is 
considered the most expensive congressional race in Wisconsin history. 

Tiffany aligned himself with both President Donald Trump as well 
as former Governor Scott Walker, who endorsed Tiffany in the race. 
Touting himself as a proven conservative ultimately paid off for Tiffany. 

In the race to receive the Democratic nomination, Tricia Zunker won 
the nomination with 88% of the Democratic vote. Zunker, a member 
of the Ho-Chunk nation and a Wausau School District board member, 
is the first Native American congressional candidate in Wisconsin since 
1992.  

Political spectators are predicting Tiffany will win the seat in the May 
12 general election. Duffy, a Republican, won the seat five times during 
his tenure, and President Donald Trump won the district by twenty 
points in 2016. Based on voting history, the district favors Republicans.  

Spring Primary Shapes April Elections 

mailto:gasmic@holmen.k12.wi.us
mailto:jessebender@tomah.education
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What an Amazing Conference! 
I would first like to say Thank 
You to SNA-WI for giving 

me the 2020 scholarship to Legislation 
Action Conference (LAC). I have never 
been to Washington DC and what a 
great experience this was for me. To see 
the things that I saw and get an actual 
voice that can be heard on such a larger 
scale. I was in great company with James 
Degan, Mike Gasper, Jamie Wilson, 

Caitlyn Harrison, Kymm Mutch and Stefanie. All who have been to 
the conference and had taught me so much in just a few days. If you 
have ever thought of applying for a scholarship, I would say Do It! 
What a way to see things in action! I’m still in awe over how things 
work on Capitol Hill, the amount of knowledge and experience that I 
was with for the past few days. If you are nervous, don’t be, everyone 
is so helpful. It really isn’t like any other conference I have ever been 
to. They prepare you for your hill visit and go over talking points on 
the Position Paper. You will have a chance to have your voice heard 
by the Members of Congress. As we went into the offices and spoke 
with MOC and their aids, stressing the significance of school meal 
programs. Thanking them for their support and asking for more…
making our SNA-Wisconsin voices heard. 

I have no regrets, I would love the opportunity to go back, and I 
know I will someday. SNA offers these scholarships, SNA wants 
you to be a part of what is going on, network, come back with great 
ideas, and help make SNA-WI strong. I feel I was lucky to have this 
experience with the well-educated group I was with, we had laughs (a 
few beads of sweat), shared stories, helped one another work through 
things in our districts (also Uber Lyfts), and most importantly formed 
friendships. If I would get to go back, I know there are things I would 
do differently, but that is a part of growing and I am in progress. My 
advice to you, (don’t lose your driver’s license, you need this to get 
into federal buildings and come home) take that step and see, take 
advantage of these wonderful learning opportunities. I promise you 
will not regret going to the Legislative Action Conference. It was truly 
eye opening. 

Jennifer Wagner  
SNA-WI Marketing Committee Chair 
608-763-2161 ext.846
wagnerj@potosisd.k12.wi.us

First-Time Attendee to the Legislative Action Conference  
By Jennifer Wagner, 2019-2020 Marketing Committee Chair 

mailto:wagnerj@potosisd.k12.wi.us
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What is Wisconsin Farm to School?  

Farm to school is any activity that connects students with healthy, 
Wisconsin-grown foods! This includes procuring locally grown foods, 
school gardens, or experiential education. There are so many great and 
fun ways to encourage students to understand where food comes from 
while also supporting our local communities. As a school nutrition 
professional, you are well positioned to include Wisconsin-grown 
fruits, vegetables, dairy, beans, proteins, and grains in your school 
breakfast, lunch, and snacks - along with taste tests too! The Wisconsin 
Farm to School Network is here to help you meet all of your F2S goals!  

Want to learn more about the basics of farm to school? Visit the 
DPI Farm to School website (https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/

farm-to-school) or check out the Wisconsin Farm to School Toolkit 
for Nutrition Directors (http://cias.wisc.edu/toolkits/) to get started. 
Interested in School Gardens? Learn everything you need to know 
and connect with specialists through the Wisconsin School Garden 
Network.  

There are a lot of ways to connect to the Wisconsin Farm to School 
Network, find resources, and get help with your F2S activities. The 
first step is to join the Wisconsin Farm to School Newsletter. The 
newsletter is sent twice each month and highlights local F2S projects, 
funding opportunities, resources, and more! Subscribe at http://eepurl.
com/cCMvPf. 

We Want to Support Your Wisconsin Farm to School Efforts! 

Did you know there are a bevy of state and local farm to school 
partners available to support your farm to schoolwork? Check out the 
statewide partners below and reach out when you have a question or to 
share your farm to school story. Looking for resources closer to home? 
Check with your county public health office, Extension office, or local 
non-profit organizations for on-the-ground support and partnerships 
in farm to school! 

Connect to the Wisconsin Farm to School Network  
By WI Farm 2 School 

April Yancer, Farm to Institution Program Specialist  

WI Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
 I am thrilled to be working with Wisconsin Farm to School in my new role at DATCP. I come with a background in 
Community Development and Organic Vegetable Production. I have experience as a ‘Farmer in the Classroom’, consulting on 
farm development and food safety, in culinary procurement and management, as well as in aggregation and distribution. I am 
so excited to start in my new role to advance farm to school in the state and I look forward to working with you all to enrich 
the farm to school experience for all involved; producer to eater.  
Specialties: sourcing local foods, supply chain development, working with distributors  
April.Yancer@wisconsin.gov | (608) 224-5017 

Susan Bostian Young, Nutrition Program Consultant, Farm to School Specialist 

WI Department of Public Instruction, School Nutrition Team  
I’ve been practicing farm to school for many years, first as a professional chef, also as a teacher in a professional culinary 
program, then as a school food service director, and then as a fruit and vegetable market farmer. Now, I’m so pleased to now 
be able to support Wisconsin schools and their food service departments in discovering, serving, growing, and educating 
students about local foods.   
Specialties: School Breakfast Program, Training, Gardening.  
susan.bostianyoung@dpi.wi.gov l 608.267.1066 

Ansley McLeod, Nutrition Program Consultant, Farm to School Specialist 

WI Department of Public Instruction (DPI), School Nutrition Team (SNT)  
Child nutrition had been a passion of mine throughout high school and college, and since starting at DPI in 2016. I received 
my bachelor’s degree in Dietetics and have since broadened my scope of the nutrition field to include food policy and food 
systems. While on the SNT, I have been given invaluable opportunities to work on a USDA Farm to School grant, lead 
trainings for nutrition professionals, and conduct audits of federal and state child nutrition programs across Wisconsin.  
Specialties: American Indian Traditional Foods, Professional Standards and GOALS, DPI SNT Web Content Author  
ansley.mcleod@dpi.wi.gov | (608) 261-6329 

https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/farm-to-school
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/farm-to-school
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/farm-to-school
http://cias.wisc.edu/toolkits/
http://cias.wisc.edu/toolkits/
http://cias.wisc.edu/toolkits/
https://wischoolgardens.org/
https://wischoolgardens.org/
http://eepurl.com/cCMvPf
http://eepurl.com/cCMvPf
mailto:april.yancer@wisconsin.gov
mailto:susan.bostianyound@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:ansley.mcleod@dpi.wi.gov
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Vanessa Herald, Senior Farm to Institution Outreach Specialist  

University of Wisconsin-Madison  
 Hi there! I love getting to help all institutions (including K-12 schools, early care sites, hospitals, and colleges) connect with 
locally grown foods for their food service operations. October is my favorite month because we celebrate National Farm to 
School Month and I get to coordinate the Great Apple Crunch. I am a real nerd when it comes to evaluation and school 
nutrition policy, but the highlight of my work is when someone tells me they purchased local foods for the  first time and 
found it so much easier (and more delicious) than expected!  
Specialties: Training, Resource Development, Evaluation, Newsletter   
vherald@wisc.edu | (608) 263-6064 

Kim Wahl, Education Director  

Rooted  
I have over 20 years of experience teaching and learning. As the Education Director at Rooted, I help with our youth 
programs, trainings, and resource development. I am so happy to be a part of the wonderful network of people who support 
sustainable food systems, and I look forward to our ongoing work together!  
Specialties: Training, Resource & Curriculum Development  
Kim@rootedwi.org | (608) 284-8267 

Students spend so much time at school that it becomes a home away 
from home. School meals offer an opportunity to learn and come 
together. 

Hunger Task Force recently interviewed high school students in 
Milwaukee about school lunch.  Students spoke about wanting school 
meals to reflect the food they eat at home, and how food connects us. 
We couldn’t agree more! School meals can highlight diversity and teach 
our children to celebrate cultural differences.   

The way food is prepared and consumed carries significant meaning. 
Culturally appropriate foods are defined as “the ingredients and 
preparations of foods that acknowledge and appreciate the experiences, 
traditions, and diverse preferences of a group of people” (Freedman, 
2017). These foods and the way they are presented are representations 
of culture and cuisine from other countries. For example, a papaya 
salad may be culturally appropriate to students with Hmong roots 
and is an easy accommodation to provide in a school cafeteria.  The 
culturally appropriate foods that works best for a meal program is best 
determined by student demographics. It’s easy to create an inclusive 
and welcoming space in the cafeteria by surveying and understanding 
the cultural preferences of the student body. 

Authentic food is popular 

When students are more familiar with menu options, meaning that 
they recognize certain smells, tastes and looks of meals, they are more 
likely to eat them. Not only does it create a connection between 
the cafeteria and the student, it also evokes a familiar meal-time 
atmosphere within the school cafeteria.  

Create an inclusive community  

Often when students think of school meals their first ideas of foods 
served are cheeseburgers, pizza, or macaroni and cheese, which all 
have a very ‘American’ connection. However, highlighting foods 
from different cultures creates learning opportunities, brings students 
together, and makes all students feel welcome and included. 

Gain support from the surrounding community  

Involving students, parents and community members in conversations 
with schools on the topic of culturally appropriate foods can help 
grow support and increases chances for success. Conducting surveys 
with student families can assist nutrition directors in gaining more 
knowledge of favorite meals or recipes to effectively implement a 
culturally appropriate school menu to fit the demographics of their 
school district.   

Have a great story from your cafeteria? Please let us know.  Contact 
Hunger Task Force at maureen@hugnertaskforce.org. 

Freedman, A. (2017) Serving Up Tradition: A Guide for School Food in Culturally 
Diverse Communities. FoodCorps Massachusetts and Massachusetts Farm to 
School. 

Why is it important to include culturally appropriate meals?  
By Maureen Fitzgerald, Director of Advocacy, Hunger Taskforce

Connect to the Wisconsin Farm to School Network, continued from page 47
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Q  How long have you been an SNA-WI Member?

A A little over 6 years 

Q  Why is School Nutrition important to you?  Why did you go into this profession?

A  School Nutrition is important to me because of the impact it has on our children. The relationships we build, the 
good meals we get to prepare and serve these kids.   

I grew up around lunch ladies, I saw firsthand how important and rewarding this career can be. All of the School 
Nutrition Professionals I had growing up were wonderful, and I am thankful I get to work alongside many of them 
now. I wanted to make a difference in the lives of children, and I always have had a passion for cooking for others.  
A good meal is a great way to show you care.

Q  What is one rule everyone should follow?

A  Always be kind to others. 

Q  Who is your dream dinner guest, living or from the past?

A  My Grandmother, she made some of the best meals and I would love to just sit and talk about life with her again. 

Q  Do you have a favorite sports team?

A  Baseball- Chicago Cubs 
Football- Green Bay Packers  

Q  What are some small things that make your day better?

A  My morning coffee and conversation with my son (he’s twelve) before I leave for work in the morning, it always starts my day off on a good 
note. Good music always helps too. 

Q  If all jobs paid the same, what job would you like to have?

A  I would be a full-time soap maker and do markets.  I’ve been making soap from scratch (cold process soap) and other bath products for the last 
11 years, it’s my creative outlet. Or I would become a performer for a living. I love to sing!  

Q  What are some of your 2020-21 goals?

A         1. To focus more time on myself and family. 
2. To work on becoming a better leader for my team.  
3.  To continue to educate others on all the wonderful things we are doing in School Nutrition.  From legislators to parents and everyone else in 

between, we can’t continue to grow without the support of those that we serve, and those that serve for us. 

Q  If you did not have to sleep, how would you spend the extra time?

A  I really enjoy sleep, that’s about the only downtime I have most days! But if I didn’t have to, I’d probably snuggle up in the living room with my 
husband, son, and dog and play board games.  

Q  What is the best part of being an SNA-WI member?

A  The support and ideas that you get from each other. With each district being so different, it’s fun to talk about how others are rising to the 
occasion to make things better for our programs! 

Q  Do you have any words that you live by?

A  To always give it your all, no matter what you choose to do. 

The Last Word
Heather Skiles – Manager, North Woods ES  
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SNA-WI Chapter Presidents - Update your Chapter Listing! 

Looking to get more involved? We have a few leadership positions to 
consider and we need you! We also want to make sure when you are 
renewing your membership, that you designate your local chapter to 
assure you receive the accurate information. Not sure what chapter 
you are in? Contact the SNA-WI office to make sure your profile is 

updated. See below the Chapter Listings and vacancies for 2019-2020. 
Chapter President Representative, Sarah Mumm, would like to assist 
you to make your Chapter stronger! 

Chapter 4 
Diane Swiontek 
Clayton SD 

Chapter 5 
Amy Fisher 
Spring Valley SD 

Chapter 7 
Rene Ison 
Wausau SD 

Chapter 11 
Sarah Mumm 
Holmen SD 

Chapter 12 
Mary Loveless 
Baraboo SD 

Chapter 12 
Linda Raimer 
Portage Community 

Chapter 14 
Janet Loeffelholz 
Cuba City HS 

Chapter 15 
Linda Ammann 
Monona Grove 

Chapter 16 
Pam Harris 
Mukwonago SD 

Chapter 16 
Ellen Leasure 
Elkhorn SD 

Chapter 17
Kassidy Wright 
Johnson Creek SD 

Be sure to update your profile to include your local chapter listing!

Domino’s Smart Slice is handmade in a local Domino’s and delivered hot — right to your school. 
Plus, it can meet all USDA requirements for the National School Lunch Program.

To learn more or request a sampling, call 800.810.6633 or email schoollunchinfo@dominos.com
Program available at participating locations nationwide. ©2020 Domino’s IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s IP Holder LLC.

https://biz.dominos.com/web/public/school-lunch
mailto:schoollunchinfo@dominos.com


The School Tray Today

Spring 2020  57

Q  How long have you been an SNA-WI Member?

A  I have been a member of SNA for 20 years. Becoming a member was the first thing I did after getting hired as the 
school nutrition supervisor! Best thing I ever did. 

Q  Why is School Nutrition important to you?  Why did you go into this profession?

A  My start in school nutrition is rather unique. I worked at East Troy Community Schools in the transportation 
department as the supervisor. My administration asked if I would take over the nutrition department. When 
Administration feels you have the skills to oversee the department you say yes! I have enjoyed school nutrition 
because it is forever changing. There are never two days the same and the impact we have on student health and 
achievement is great. 

Q  What is one rule everyone should follow?

A  My business manager who I consider my mentor, gave me the best advice when I first started as a supervisor. I went into his office to talk to 
him because I had a “problem”. He told me “Ellen, we don’t have problems, we have challenges”. I encourage everyone to think of our problems 
as challenges. Just that little change in our thinking makes our current challenge easier to overcome and find solutions for. 

Q  Who is your dream dinner guest, living or from the past?

A  I would have to say my father. He has been gone for 12 years and I still have so many things I would like to ask him. He was a very smart 
talented man who brought all 8 of his children up to be strong, independent, hardworking and able to tackle any obstacles they come up 
against.   

Q  Do you have a favorite sports team?

A  I have to say the Green Bay Packers. My father was a huge fan and my husband and son are as well. We have a huge room in our barn we call 
the “Packer Party Room.” Multiple TV’s on the walls, full kitchen set up and lots of Packer memorabilia. Great place to spend time with our 
kids, grandkids and friends for all occasions, not just football games.   

Q  What are some small things that make your day better?

A  I like to reach out to my friends of SNA if I am having a bad day. I find is helpful to realize we all face the same challenges and we are strong 
and can get through them. We can bounce ideas off of one another. Keeping a sense of humor is help too. 

Q  If all jobs paid the same, what job would you like to have?

A  Be a school bus driver again. This by far was my favorite job! To see my bus kids, day after day, first thing in the morning and again in the 
afternoon. The relationships I formed with my kids and parents are still present in my life today.   

Q  What are some of your 2020-21 goals?

A         Expand meal service. We have two charter schools that operate as part of our school district. My goal has been to bring meal service to these 
two schools. We will be rolling out lunch to the second school in March. I am so excited to be able to offer this service to the students. 

Another goal is to expand our summer food service program. This will be our second year and we may look at adding a second location.

Q  If you did not have to sleep, how would you spend the extra time?

A  Reading, riding my bicycle, camping and spending more time with my grandchildren who are growing way too fast! 

Q  What is the best part of being an SNA-WI member?

A  Being successful! I know I would not be as good at my job were it not for being a member of SNA. With all the changes our programs have 
went through the last 15 years SNA kept us informed of them before they became mandatory. This gave us time to adapt and figure the changes 
out. The friendships I have made will always be treasured. 

Q  Do you have any words that you live by?

A  Don’t be afraid of change! Just because you have always done something one way doesn’t mean there isn’t a better way to do it. If the new 
plan doesn’t work you can always go back to the old way. Allow your staff/coworkers to have input in changes. They have experience and may 
surprise you with some of their great ideas.  

The Last Word
Ellen Leasure – Foodservice Supervisor, Elkhorn Area School District 
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Q  How long have you been an SNA-WI Member?

A  I am in my second year. 

Q  Why is School Nutrition important to you?  Why did you go into this profession?

A  I grew up as a free lunch kid.  In one district, lunch was cool and I ate every day. In another district I was told it 
was the worst. Never stepped foot in the cafeteria and went to the gas station to buy a $0.25 granola bar every day 
as my only lunch.  I feel making lunch cool is equally important as the nutrition because a granola bar is not a 
healthy lunch.  
I am a career changer post stay home mom days. I worked part time as a substitute teacher when my kids were 
in their early school years. Then I decided to go to culinary school to learn more about what I loved doing in the 
home. At one point while working at a fine dining restaurant I found myself missing the kids. Then I learned  
school chef was a thing and never looked back. 

Q  What is one rule everyone should follow?

A  Do what you love. Life is short. Do the things that feed your soul. 

Q  Who is your dream dinner guest, living or from the past?

A  This is a tough one. I was very young when my great grandmother passed away. I wonder what she was truly like and to have the opportunity 
to know her as an adult would be a gift. Then I think of friends that have passed from cancer too early in life. One last hoorah with them in 
healthy bodies would be a delight.   

Q  Do you have a favorite sports team?

A  Team Crawfish- a little known dog sports team made of Chesapeake Bay Retrievers and my husband. Sand Spring Chesapeakes often join us in 
our adventures. Look them up on Facebook as Crawfish Chesapeakes. Gets back to us doing what we love as a family.    

Q  What are some small things that make your day better?

A  Puppies doing their business outside and not in the house. Coffee with a touch of creamer. Learning. Music in the kitchen. 

Q  If all jobs paid the same, what job would you like to have?

A  I am doing it. I am making a difference for kids by plugging along in my school kitchen. 

Q  What are some of your 2020-21 goals?

A         I had a goal to teach a culinary boot camp for school nutrition professionals. I sent out many letters and I am pleased to say I will be doing just 
that this summer with Team Nutrition and a bit of it at the SNA state conference. It helps to tell people about your goals.

Q  If you did not have to sleep, how would you spend the extra time?

A  Being creative in the garden, quilting, exploring, or maybe traveling. Recently, I found myself reminiscing over the hours spent building Lego 
sets with my young girls. I think I would get a really big Lego set like the death star and put it together.   

Q  What is the best part of being an SNA-WI member?

A  Meeting people of like minds. If I get to the point of having a theme song play it would be “Take it all back” by Judah & the Lion. One, 
because banjos are cool. Two the middle builds with “I’m waking up,” that is how I feel since I joined SNA. SNA is giving me opportunities to 
make my dreams come true. Third, the last line in the song summarizes my relationship with SNA, “Hey, my life is really great, feel I'm well on 
my way to my dreams coming true and I'm getting to do with you. “ 

Q  Do you have any words that you live by?

A  I have a tattoo on my forearm I got just before going back to culinary school to remind me when I feel I don’t feel I have the strength, I am not 
alone. It also reminds me to be humble in times of success. It is because of others, I have been successful. It reads, “For God’s Glory. I am me.”   

The Last Word
Chef Irene Pawlisch – Madison Metropolitan School District 
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Membership Report
Membership Overview 

The February 2020 Membership Report shows that we have 56,343 members. This is 
an increase of 409 members compared to January 2020, but 2,662 less than February 
2019 and 2,061 less than the May 2019 year-end total. The recent drop in membership 
is concerning, but SNA has launched the new +1 Membership Challenge which has a 
variety of elements for SNA State Affiliates and National to use to grow membership. 

Only one (Northwest) of the seven regions has more members when compared with this 
time last year. The biggest declines are in the Southeast, Southwest and Northeast. 

The State Associations with an increase of 10% or more since May 2019 year-end are 
Oregon and West Virginia. 

Since May 2019 year-end, the number of Major City Directors has increase by 6, but 
District Directors have decreased slightly by 96. Employee members have also decrease 
by 1,878 and the majority were SDM members. 

Membership Trends 

Membership numbers generally decline during the summer vacation months and 
the winter and then bounce back in the fall and spring. The dip in membership this 
month mainly follows usual trends. It is also worth noting that overall, the number of 
members is still relatively comparable to recent years. 

School District Membership (SDM) 

The total number of SDMs for February 2020 is 34,008 which is 782 less than the May 
2019 year-end total. SDMs currently account for 60.4% of the total membership. The 
chart below shows the top 10 SDM states. 

Top 10 SDM States 

Credentialing Overview 

The February Credentialing Report show that we have 1,676 credentialing members. 
This is 41 more than May 2019 year-end. 

Certificate Program Overview 

The February 2020 Certificate Program Report show that we have 17,500 certificate 
holders, which is 658 less than May 2019 year-end total. See table below for more 
details. 

209 people earned a new certificate this month and 1,137 people renewed their 
certificate. Also, members with a certificate account for 31% of our total membership. 
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