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WELCOME
	 Joe Easter, Law Day Chairman

INVOCATION
	 H. Wes Pratt, Vice President Diversity and Inclusion, 
	 Missouri State University

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 Three Little Birds

STUDENT AWARDS
	 Crista Hogan, SMBA Executive Director 

2019 LAW DAY ADDRESS
	 Dean Lyrissa Lidsky 

PRESENTATION OF LAW DAY AWARDS
	 Michael Miller, SMBA President 

• Equal Access to Justice Award
• Liberty Bell Award
• Distinguished Attorney Award





FREE SPEECH, FREE PRESS,  
FREE SOCIETY – SAY IT 

2019 SMBA Essay Contest
Presented by Neale & Newman

More than 100 area middle school students penned their thoughts on 
“Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society.”

“Even now, students’ rights are an issue in schools. Even the students’ rights to feel 
safe in their school has been violated by mass school shootings, while the government 
has done little about it. Students have stood up and said that this cannot continue, 
similar to just last year, students across the country stood up for what they believed 
in, and walked out of school.”

Anna Wallace, 7th grade, The Summit Preparatory School
1st Place, 2019 Law Day Essay Contest

 
“A democracy is led by the people, who are hopefully well informed. Having the 
freedom of the press is an important part to creating a successful democracy.”

Luke Sharp, 8th grade, The Summit Preparatory School
2nd Place, 2019 Law Day Essay Contest

 
“Freedom of speech is very important and benefits American society. It helps 
guide the government and encourage peaceful change in society, reducing the 
use of violence for change, and encourages people to share their thoughts and 
listen to others.”

Garret Deeter, 8th grade, The Summit Preparatory School
3rd Place, 2019 Law Day Essay Contest

Essay Contest Finalists
Samantha Fulnecky • Brooke Guyer • Tatum Kuntz • Sarah Nguyen • 
Ling Pace • Rowan Pattison • Ned Pickett • Lauren Singleton • Katherine 
Swinney • Ava Walters • Wyatt Wistrom • Leah Zolfaghari



2019 LAW DAY COMMITTEE

Joseph Easter, Chair

Lisa Atkinson
Tara Bailes

Ross Chaffin
Randall Eggert
Ginger Gooch

Ty Harden
Crista Hogan

Mark McQueary
Michael Miller

Michelle Nahon Moulder
Jarica Oeltjen

Andrew Peebles
John Pratt
Ben Shantz

Rachel Weinhaus



2019 LAW DAY SPONSORS

Red Level

Aaron Sachs & Associates, PC

Baird, Lightner, Millsap, PC 

Evans & Dixon, LLC

Haden, Cowherd & Bullock, LLC

Hogan Land Title Company

Husch Blackwell LLP

Law Offices of Dee Wampler & Joseph S. Passanise

Lowther Johnson Attorneys at Law, LLC

McAfee & Taft, PC

Pratt Grisham, LLC

Spencer Fane, LLP 



FREE SPEECH, FREE PRESS,  
FREE SOCIETY – SEE IT 

2019 SMBA Poster Contest
Presented by Strong Garner Bauer

The 2019 Law Day theme “Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society” 
inspired 130 entries in the SMBA Law Day Poster Contest. 

First Place 
Victoria Crowder, 4th Grade 
Immaculate Conception School

Second Place 
Evelyn Nelson, 5th Grade 
The Summit Preparatory School

Third Place 
Logan Phipps, 4th Grade 
Immaculate Conception School

Finalists
Emily Chindlund
Baleigh Courtois
Annaliese Craig
Madison Fann
Andres Garcia
Cadence Gelner
Allayah Green
Stella Maddux
Samantha McCrimmons
Lily Pattison
Sumedh Reddy
Sydney Walker
Jack Wegrzyn





Proud to Support
Law Day 2019

C. Ronald Baird
John R. Lightner
Mark J. Millsap
Brett W. Roubal

J. Matthew Miller
Tina G. Fowler
Patrick R. Baird

Jennifer A. Mueller
Rachel A. Riso

Katherine A. Thompson
Alex W. Davis

J. Isaac Lightner
Teresa C. Baird-Beshore

Frank M. Evans

1901-C S. Ventura Ave., Springfield, MO 65804
Telephone: 417-887-0133, Facsimile: 417-887-8740





 

                              Strategic Collaboration 

 

  

PROUD SPONSOR OF LAW DAY 2019 

   Thank you Dean Lidsky! 

and 

              Congratulations Jim Newberry! 

 

 

Randy Cowherd   Rob Bullock   David Adair 

Jeff Laney   Catherine Reade   Laurel Stevenson 

Phil Quinn 

 

 

2135  E.  Sunshine,  Springfie ld,  MO  65804 
 (417)  883-5535   |   www.hcblawfirm.com 

      

                  

 

 

 

 





huschblackwell.com

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

901 St. Louis Street, Springfield, MO 65806
417.268.4000

Moving clients 
forward.

Husch Blackwell proudly supports 
the Springfield Metropolitan Bar 
Association and Law Day 2019.







LET
FREEDOM
RING!

Proud supporter of Law Day 2019

Sherry Rozell, Steve Ward, 
Valerie Dixon, and Alex Riley

FREE SPEECH • FREE PRESS • FREE SOCIETY

www.mcafeetaft.com

OUR SPRINGFIELD ATTORNEYS:



	
	

	
3432	S.	Culpepper	Court,	Suite	A	

Springfield,	MO		65804	
417.883.8200	

info@pglawyers.net	
	
The	experienced	family	lawyers	at	Pratt	&	Grisham	focus	on	the	individual	
needs	of	clients.	High-quality	client	services	and	unwavering	dedication	to	
each	case	have	created	a	reputation	for	excellence.	
	
Pratt	&	Grisham	deal	exclusively	in	Family	Law	issues,	including	
dissolutions,	property	division,	maintenance,	child	support,	paternity,	
custody	and	adoptions.	
	
John	Pratt	is	a	member	of	the	American	Academy	of	Matrimonial	Lawyers	
and	received	the	Roger	Krumm	Award	for	the	Missouri	Bar	Family	Lawyer	
of	the	Year.	He	has	been	recognized	in	The	Best	Lawyers	in	America	for	
more	than	20	years	and	is	designated	a	Super	Lawyer.			
	
Shannon	Grisham	handles	dissolutions,	modifications,	guardianships,	
paternity	and	adoptions.	She	is	chair	of	the	Missouri	Bar	Family	Law	
Conference.	She	was	named	Up	And	Coming	Lawyer	by	Missouri	Lawyers	
Weekly.	In	2017,	she	received	40	Under	40	SBJ	Award.	
	
Brennan	Pratt	obtained	his	Juris	Doctorate	degree	in	2014	from	Saint	Louis	
University	School	of	Law.	He	handles	dissolutions,	modifications,	paternity	
cases	and	works	as	a	Guardian	ad	Litem.	
	



Please join the attorneys of Spencer 
Fane in congratulating Jim Newberry
on receiving the Distinguished  
Attorney Award.  

As a supporter of the SMBA and 
the Springfield community, we are 
proud to do our part in advancing 
the legal profession.

spencerfane.com

2144 E. Republic Road, Suite B300 | Springfield, MO 65804 | 417.888.1000

Cape Girardeau, MO 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Dallas, TX 
Denver, CO 

Kansas City, MO 
Las Vegas, NV 
Minneapolis, MN
Oklahoma City, OK

Overland Park, KS 
Phoenix, AZ
Plano, TX 

Omaha, NE
Tampa, FL



SMBA LAW SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

The John D. Ashcroft scholarship is selected annually from applicants in their 
1L or 2L year of law school. The scholarship has provided more than $40,000 
in financial assistance to law school students since its inception. 

2019	 Lindsey Wilkerson
2018	 Jacob Haskins
2017	 Danielle Reid
2016	 Cailynn Hayter
2015	 Hunter Horton
2014	 Yelena Bosovik
2013	 Nate Dunville
2012	 Bryan Fisher
2011	 Ashley Gross
2010	 Jack Hyde
2009	 Andrea Long
	 Lucinda Housley
2008	 Jeremy Cranford
	 Sarah Placzek
2007	 Brooke Robertson

2006	 Jennifer Stonecipher
2005	 John McLeod 
 	 Brett Magers
2004	 Ryan Reynolds
2003	 Kory Stubblefield
2002	 Erick Creech
2001	 Jeffrey L. Schultz 
	 Natalie Ann Voris
2000	 Mendie Giles 
	 Morgan Ash
1999	 Jayme K. Murray
1998	 Jennifer Graddy
1997	 Ginger Gooch
1996	 Tobias Teeter
1995	 Brenda Gann 



EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARD

The Equal Access to Justice Award recognizes individuals who have made sig-
nificant contributions to the mission of Legal Services of Southern Missouri, 
both through Volunteer Lawyers Project hours and judicare hours.

2019	 Mike Bridges
2018	 Scott Smith
2017	 Amanda Brown
2016	 Brett Schneider 
2015	 Jenifer Placzek 
2014	 John Hacker
2013	 Derek Ankrom 
2012	 Lisa Sims 
2011	 Justin Rouse
2010	 Jim Sharp
2009	 Marsha Jackson
2008	 Jason Umbarger
2007	 Nick Venute
2006	 Jason Clough
2005	 Millie Donahoe
2004	 Jon Gold
2003	 James Arneson

2002	 Evelyn Gwin Mangan
2001	 Carl Lippelman
2000	 Deanna Scott
1999	 Ken Reynolds
1998	 Christian Wise
1997	 Betty Pace
1996	 Kay and Richard Van Pelt
1995	 Richard Dorr
1994	 Jerry Redfern
1993	 Bill Prince
1992 	 Paul Shackelford
1991 	 Betty Pace
1990 	 Bruce K. Kirby
1989 	 Fitzsimmons, Schroeder  
	 and Nelson
1988 	 David W. Doran



LIBERTY BELL AWARD

The SMBA Liberty Bell Award recognizes a non-lawyer whose service 
strengthens the effectiveness of the American system of freedom, in keeping 
with the spirit of our Constitution.

2019 	 Dr. George Connor
2018	 Paula Baird
2017	 Kathleen O’Dell
2016	 Thomas Peters 
2015 	 Anne Marie Frost
2014 	 Jody Austin
2013 	 Bob Dixon
2012 	 Crime Stoppers 
2011	 Bob Horton
2010	 Lynn Rowe
2009	 Morey Mechlin
2008	 Jim Anderson
2007	 Dr. Kenneth Rutherford
2006	 Cynthia Rushefsky	
2005	 Michelle Davidson	
2004	 Kevin Baker	
2003	 Marcia Johnson &
	 Phyllis Shestak	
2002	 Kay Murnan
2001	 Truly Applegate	
2000	 Mickie Stark	
1999	 Dr. Ruth Bamberger	
1998	 Sue C. Terry	
1997	 Stacy Sherrod	
1996	 Debora S. Biggs	
1995	 Jo Thompson	
1994	 Linda Maggard	
1993	 Fern Bookwalter	

1992	 Dr. Alice Bartee	
1991	 Traci Bauer & John Wylie	
1990	 Jack Harmon	
1989	 Bob Bilyeu	
1988	 Robby O’Neal	
1987	 Sister Lorraine	
1986	 York Johnson
1985	 Jane Coughenour
1984	 Dr. Fred L. Hamburg
1983	 Gracie Gardner
1982	 James D. Hutchinson
1981	 Dr. Roy Grando
1980	 Manda Boykin
1979	 Mrs. Pat Walker
1978	 Dr. Duane G. Meyer	
1977	 Rev. Dorsey E. Levell
1976	 C.J. “Buck” Tindle
1975	 W. Fred Schaeffer
1974	 Richard A. Birmingham
1973	 Dr. Durward G. Hall
1972	 Otis D. Emmert
1971	 B. Harry Nicholson
1970	 James R. Craig	
1969	 Barbara Clauser
1968	 C. Frank Knox
1967	 Dr. William E. Everheart
1966	 William Henderson
1965	 Dr. L.E. Meador



DISTINGUISHED ATTORNEY AWARD

The SMBA Distinguished Attorney Award recognizes a member of the 
Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association who has exhibited exemplary 
standards in the practice of law for 20 or more years, whose practice of law 
epitomizes the highest legal and ethical standards to which all attorneys 
should strive, and who has actively served both the legal and non-legal 
community. The Distinguished Attorney Award is the highest honor 
bestowed by the SMBA.

2019	 Jim Newberry
2018	 Bill Hart
2017	 Gary Cunningham
2016	 The Hon. J. Miles Sweeney 
2015 	 Bill Powell 
2014 	 The Hon. John Holstein 
2013 	 Leland Bussell 
2012 	 Link Knauer 
2011	 Richard Owensby
2010	 Virginia Fry
2009	 Kenneth Reid
2008	 Raymond Whiteaker
2007	 Glenn Burkart
2006	 Ransom Ellis, Jr.
2005	 Tom Strong
2004	 Warren Stafford
2003	 Andy Dalton
2002	 John Hulston
2001	 Fred Hall
2000	 Jerry Redfern
1999	 Bill Clampett

2019 Distinguished Attorney: 
Jim Newberry



2019 LAW DAY SPONSORS

White Level

Alaris
The Bar Plan Mutual Insurance Company
Carnahan, Evans, Cantwell & Brown, P.C.

Daniel, Powell & Brewer, LLC
Easter Law Firm LLC

Foland, Wickens, Roper, Hofer & Crawford, P.C.
Hall Ansley, PC
Larson & Miller

Law Office of Adam Woody 
Law Offices of Sam F. Hamra, PC

McAnany, Van Cleave & Phillips, PC
MRD Lawyers

Ozarks Elder Law
Parmele Law Firm, PC

Placzek Winget & Placzek LLC
Ransin Injury Law, LLC
Ron Stenger Companies

Simmons Wealth Management
Taylor, Stafford, Clithero & Harris LLP

The Missouri Bar
Turner, Reid, Duncan, Loomer & Patton, PC





2805 S. Ingram Mill Rd
Springfield, MO 65804
(417) 447-4400 Phone
(417) 447-4401 Fax
cecb@cecb.com
www.cecb.com

John M. Carnahan, III
William E. Evans

Jennifer K. Huckfeldt

C. Bradford Cantwell

Douglas D. Lee
Andrew K. Bennett

Frank C. Carnahan Christiaan D. Horton

Joseph D. Sheppard, III

Julie T. Brown

Jay Preston

Thomas D. Peebles, Jr. 

John E. Price

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and  should not be based solely on advertisements.

Andrew T. Peebles

Douglas R. Nickell
Courtney L. Fletcher

www.facebook.com/CECBLAW/

Proud Sponsors
of the SMBA and

Law Day 2019!

David K. Olive

Attorneys at Law 
 

William D. Powell 
Gary B. Brewer 

Bryan T. Renfrow 
Paula S. Green 

Celeste J. L. Cardin 

Proud Sponsors of SMBA Law Day 2019 

 



One of U.S. News & World Report’s 
2018 Best Law Firms is

NOW IN SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

FOLAND, WICKENS, ROPER, HOFER & CRAWFORD, p.c.

Springfield
1354 E. Kingsley 

Suite C
Springfield, MO 65804

Kansas City
1200 Main St. 

Suite 2200 
Kansas City, MO 64105

Overland Park
10777 Barkley 

Suite 220-D
Overland Park, KS 66211

PH  (816) 472-7474   |   FX  (816) 472-6262   |    fwpclaw.com



Hall Ansley 
would like to congratulate Jim Newberry,  

a true advocate.



Criminal Defense

AdamWoody.com
2121 South Eastgate Avenue
Springfield, Missouri 65809

417.720.4800   







PROUD SPONSORS OF THE

PERSONAL ATTENTION, PROVEN RESULTS

SMBA  &
LAW DAY 2019

C.J. MOELLER DAVID W. RANSIN

 
PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE 

SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN  
BAR ASSOCIATION 
-LAW DAY 2018- 

 
 
 
 
 

Placzek Winget & Placzek, LLC 
 

•   TRIAL PRACTICE   • 
 

Personal Injury | Whistleblower Litigation | Workers’ Compensation 
 

417.883.4000 | PWPLAWFIRM.COM 
 

– LAW DAY 2019 –



The Law Offices Of

TAYLOR, STAFFORD,  
CLITHERO & HARRIS LLP

Proud to support the SMBA and Law Day 2019

Monte P. Clithero
Warren E. Harris
Lance A. Roskens
Nathan R. Taylor

3315 East Ridgeview, Suite 1000, Springfield, Missouri 65804  417.887.2020



 

Proud Supporter of the SMBA and Law Day 2019 
  
 Rodney E. Loomer    George W. (Jake) Reinbold, IV 
 Michael J. Patton    Bethany G. Parsons 
 Jeffrey T. Davis     Ben K. Upp  
 Scott E. Bellm     Jeffrey Coffey 
     Jeffrey Upp  
      

 
 

1355 E. Bradford Parkway, Suite A, Springfield, MO  65804    417.883.2102    www.turnerreid.com 
 

 

Congratulations

to the 2019 Law Day award recipients!

Learn more at MoBar.org

For 75 years, The Missouri Bar has provided a wide range of 
services and resources to help Missouri lawyers even better serve 
their clients and to improve the lives of the people of Missouri.

Join a 
Committee 
or Section

Join the 
celebration using 

#MOBAR75 

Nominate a young 
lawyer for 

Leadership Academy

We're here to help.



 2019 LAW DAY SPONSORS 

Blue Level

Appleby Healy, Attorneys at Law, PC

Askinosie & Bilyeu, LLC

Baty, Holm, Numrich & Otto, PC

Brad Bradshaw M.D., J.C., L.C. 

Central Trust Company

Croley Insurance & Financial

GorePerry/Veritext

Hyde, Love & Overby, LLP

Law Offices of Bryan Musgrave, P.C.

The Law Offices of PalmerOliver, PC

Michelle Nahon Moulder

Millington, Glass, Love & Young

Jarica Oetjen

Reynolds & Gold, LLC

Sanders, Warren, Russell & Scheer, LLP

Schmidt, Kirby & Sullivan, PC

State Bank of Southwest Missouri



LAW DAY PROCLAMATION
Proclamation issued by President Dwight D. Eisenhower on February 3, 1958.

WHEREAS it is fitting that the people of this Nation should remember 
with pride and vigilantly guard the great heritage of liberty, justice and 
equality under law which our forefathers bequeathed to us; and 

WHEREAS it is our moral and civic obligation as free men and as 
Americans to preserve and strengthen that great heritage; and 

WHEREAS the principle of guaranteed fundamental rights of 
individuals under the law is the heart and sinew of our Nation, and 
distinguishes our governmental system from the type of government 
that rules by might alone; and 

WHEREAS our government has served as an inspiration and a beacon 
light for oppressed peoples of the World seeking freedom, justice and 
equality of the individual under law; and 

WHEREAS universal application of the principles of the rule of law 
in the settlement of international disputes would greatly enhance the 
cause of a just and enduring peace; and 

WHEREAS a day of national dedication to the principle of government 
under law would afford us an opportunity better to understand and 
appreciate the manifold virtues of such a government and to focus the 
attention of the World upon them; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, May 1, 1958 
as Law Day - USA. I urge the people of the United States to observe 
the designated day with appropriate ceremonies and activities, and I 
especially urge the legal profession, the press, and the radio, television 
and motion picture industries to promote and to participate in the 
observance of that date. 


