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General Order RE: Implementation of Emergency Relief

Presiding Judge Deborah A. Ryan orders an extension of
deadlines for Santa Clara County Superior Court

SAN JOSE, California (April 3,2020):1 n response to Gov eExecotive Ogdervi n N
issued on Friday, March 27, 2020 and the March 30, 2020 Order of Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-

Sakauye, Presiding Judge Deborah A. Ryan signed an Order for implementation of emergency

relief pursuant to Government Code Section 68115.

AThe Court naveeigh tliedalande between protecting the health and safety of the

public, court staff, deputies, litigants and judicial officers with our statutory and constitutional

duties, 0 sai d Presiding Judge Dethecontinbed doncerfsyalaont. Al n
spread of COVID-19 in Santa Clara County, the Court has made the decision to extend certain

deadlines in order to achieve those goals and to reduce the number of people coming into

courthouses and courtrooms, including court personnel neededtopr ocess cases and ¢

OnMarch 28, 2020, the Judicial Council met in em
Order requiring superior courts to suspend jury trials for 60 days, among other actions. The Judicial

Council unanimously approved and supported the Chief Justiced s a u t lissue statewidet o
emergency orders and to allow Presiding Judges in the 58 courts of the state to apply to the Chief

for the authority to issue their own emergency orders as needed for their individual courts. The

Judicial Council also directed superior courts across the state to explore available technologies in

an effort to conduct judicial proceedings and court operations remotely.

As of March 30, 2020, the Santa Clara County Superior Court, in conjunction with the Santa Clara
County Sh erhasshégarseffo@s td prowide video arraignments for those recently brought
into custody on felony and misdemeanor charges in Santa Clara County. Video arraignments will
allow for social distancing and limit direct contact for all persons within the courtroom and jail
facility. Persons in custody taking part in video arraignments will no longer need to be transported
by bus with others to Court, which will provide another layer of protection against potential
exposure for law enforcement, judges and court staff, justice partners, and the public.

Please visit the
Superi or C o0 19 respenseGvehsited
for additional Court information.



http://www.scscourt.org/general_info/news_media/covid19.shtml
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/sheriff/Documents/Press%20Releases/2020/Video%20Arraignments%2004.01.20.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/sheriff/Documents/Press%20Releases/2020/Video%20Arraignments%2004.01.20.pdf
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA

GENERAL ORDER RE: IMPLEMENTATION OF EMERGENCY RELIEF
AUTHORIZED PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 68115 BY CHAIR
OF JUDICIAL COUNCIL,

Exercising the authority granted under Government Code section 68115 and the March,
30, 2020 Order (“Order™) of Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye, Chair of the Judicial Council
of California, issued in response to the March 27, 2020 request for an emergency order made by
the Superior Cowrt of Santa Clara County (“Court”), this Court HEREBY FINDS AND
ORDERS AS FOLLOWS:

1, For purposes of computing time for filing papers with the Court under Code of
Civil Procedure sections 12 and 12a, the time from March 30, 2020, to April 28, 2020, inclusive,
is deemed holidays because the emergency conditions described in the Order have substantially
interfered with the public’s ability to file papers in a court facility on those dates (Gov. Code,
§68115(a)(4)):;

2. For purposes of computing time under Welfare and Institutions Code sections
313,315, 334, 631, 632, 637, and 657, the time from March 30, 2020, to April 28, 2020,
inclusive, is deemed holidays because the emergency conditions described in the Order prevent
the court from conducting proceedings and accepting filings on those dates as necessary to

satisfy these deadlines (Gov, Code, § 68115(a)(3));
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